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1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA CA 91104
(626) 797-7680

We will continue to stand by your side and

secure your family and business with our

full range of insurance policies.

MARONIAN

INSURANCE SERVICES

Since 1975, we have proudly served

your health and life insurnace needs.

e § @

HEALTH

LIFE COMMERCIAL

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9585

805 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA 91205
sbmaronian@gmail.com

CA INSURAMCE LICENSE # DC99815

MaronianInsurance.com
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In Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Iis Founding

AGBU SATAMIAN THEATRE GROUP
(FORMERLY ARDAVAZT)
presents

HOTEL_PARADISO

A comedy in 3 acts by
GEORGES FEYDEAU and MAURICE DESVALIERE

Directed by
KRIKOR SATAMIAN

3NFLhU 15-16 / 22-23, 2019 JUNE 15-16 / 22-23, 2019
APCU dwgt B Buidwp Uwinybwl  AGBU Vaiche & Tamar Manoukian
LUwinwpnnuwlwh Upniiuinhg Yanpnbhl Ute  Performing Arts Center
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104 2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104
Cuwpwp opbpp dudp 8:00.h6, bppwih 6:00-pfi  Saturday performances at 8:00 pm, Sundays at 6:00 pm

Sniubipp LQupbih b wuywhnyly / Tickets available at:
WWW.AGBUPAC.ORG/CALENDAR

Ununph Unitp / Donation $30
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Parliament Panel Investigating April 2016
War In Karabakh

YEREVAN -- The pro-government
majority in Armenia’s National Assem-
bly has set up an ad hoc parliamentary
commission tasked with investigating
the April 2016 warin Nagorno-Karabakh.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
called for the creation of such a commis-
sion on May 20 as he lambasted the
Armenian judiciary and accused it of
having ties with the country’s former
leadership.

Pashinyan claimed that “specific
forces representing the former corrupt
system” are also “using their corrupt
connections to carry out false propa-
ganda” against him in Karabakh. He sug-
gested that they are intent on provoking
a war with Azerbaijan, losing “some
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territories” to the enemy and blaming that
defeat on his government.

Pashinyan did not name anyone
involved in the alleged conspiracy. He
announced instead that “the time has
come to form an investigative parliamen-
tary commission to examine circum-
stances of the April 2016 war and find
answers to a number of questions preoc-
cupying us.”

Some opposition politicians and
other critics of the Armenian govern-
ment denounced Pashinyan’s statement,
saying that the prime minister is playing
the Karabakh card for domestic political
purposes.

Continued onpage 4

OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs
Call for Concrete Steps in Future Peace
Efforts Over Karabakh

The Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group (Igor Popov of the Russian Fed-
eration, Stéphane Visconti of France,
and Andrew Schofer of the United States
of America), together with the Personal
Representative of the OSCE Chairper-
son-in-Office, Andrzej Kasprzyk, visited
the region from 27 to 30 May.

The Co-Chairs met with Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan in Yerevan on
27 May and with President [lham Aliyev
in Baku on 30 May. In both capitals, they
held consultations with the respective
Foreign Ministers and Defence Minis-
ters. On May 28, the Co-Chairs met with

the de facto authorities in Nagorno-
Karabakh. In Baku, the Co-Chairs met
with the Chairman of the Azerbaijani
Community of Nagorno-Karabakh. While
inNagorno-Karabakh, themediators were
briefed on humanitarian issues by the
local representative of the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

The main purpose of the visit was
to assess the evolution of the situation on
the line of contact and the international
border, and to follow up on the discus-
sions held by the Azerbaijani President

Continued onpage 4

Armenia to Compensate Victims of 2008
Post-Election Crackdown

YEREVAN — The Armenian par-
liament unanimously passed on Tuesday
a bill requiring the government to com-
pensate the families of ten people killed in
the 2008 post-election violence in
Yerevan.

The bill drafted by two senior pro-
government lawmakers also calls for
compensations to be paid to dozens of
other protesters and security personnel
who were seriously injured at the time.

It makes clear, however, that po-
lice officers who are under investigation
or have already been convicted of using
excessive force against anti-government
protesters will not be eligible for any aid.
The amount and form of the compensa-
tion will be determined by the Armenian
government.

According to official data provided

by law-enforcement authorities, 63 pro-
testers and police officers sustained “in-
juries of medium and severe gravity”
during the forcible dispersal of opposi-
tion demonstrations held in the wake of
the February 2008 presidential election.

Levon Ter-Petrosian, the main op-
position presidential candidate, rejected
as fraudulent official election results
which give victory to Serzh Sarkisian,
outgoing President Robert Kocharian’s
preferred successor. Ter-Petrosian and
his allies rallied supporters on a daily
basis to demand a rerun of the vote.

Security forces broke up those
protests on March 1-2, 2008. Eight pro-
testers and two police servicemen died
as a result.

Continued onpage 4

AEBU Accepting Applications for
Scholarship

PASADENA, CA - The Arme-
nian Educational Benevolent Union
(AEBU) is pleased to announce that it
is accepting applications for the AEBU
Scholarship Fund for the 2019-2020
academic year. Five scholarships,
$1,500 each, will be awarded to under-
graduate students currently enrolled at
an accredited United States college or
university.

To qualify, students must be of
Armenian descent, have a minimum of
3.3 GPA, show financial need, and be
actively involved in the Armenian com-
munity.

Students who meet the above
criteria should visit AEBU.org for schol-
arship application and additional infor-
mation. All completed scholarship ap-
plication packets must be submitted
on-line, or postmarked no later than
June 30, 2019 and mailed to AEBU
Scholarship Committee, 1060 N. Allen
Ave. Pasadena, CA 91104.

AEBU grants annual scholarships
through a competitive application and
review process. Scholarships will be
awarded to the top five qualified can-
didates. Results will be announced by
end of July 2019 on our website and

via email.

Armenian Educational Benevo-
lent Union was established in 1969 by
a group of volunteers dedicated to
enriching the lives of those in need by
providing tuition assistance and edu-
cational options. At AEBU, we believe
that scholarship is an investment in
education to empower our youth for a
brighter future.

Armenian Educational Benevo-
lent Union is a California based chari-
table organization, exempt from Fed-
eral income tax under section 501 (¢)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Tax
ID # 95-3798531.
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Lawyer Vahe Grigorian Nominated for
Constitutional Court

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)— President
Armen Sarkissian has nominated a promi-
nent lawyer for the Constitutional Court
after the current parliament twice re-
jected other candidates chosen by him.

The nominee, Vahe Grigoryan, has
a long history of human rights advocacy.
He has also cooperated with opposition
groups that challenged former Presi-
dents Serzh Sarkisian and Robert
Kocharian.

In particular, Grigoryan repre-
sented Levon Ter-Petrosian and his Ar-
menian National Congress party in Con-
stitutional Court hearings on their ap-
peals against official results of a 2008
presidential election and parliamentary
elections held in 2012 and 2017. In
addition, he has been representing the
relatives of anti-government protesters
killed by security forces in the wake of
the 2008 vote in the European Court of
Human Rights.

Grigoryan is believed to be enjoying
the backing of Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and the ruling My Step alliance.

President Sarkissian already nomi-
nated him for the vacant Constitutional
Court seat last fall. The then Armenian
parliament dominated by supporters of
the former government refused to ap-
prove his candidacy.

Sarkissian went on to nominate
two other candidates. They both were
rejected, most recently on Wednesday,
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by the current National Assembly con-
trolled by My Step.

The head of state announced his
decision to pick Grigoryan on Friday. In
a statement announcing the nomination,
his office argued that the appointment of
a new Constitutional Court judge “must
not turn into an endless process and
become a subject of political haggling or
speculation.” It also complained that only
several Armenian lawyers are deemed
qualified enough to sit on the country’s
highest court.

Parliament speaker Ararat
Mirzoyan, who is a close associate of
Pashinyan, hailed Grigoryan’s nomi-
nation as “highly positive,” saying that
he has long had a “close relationship”
with the nominee. He said they have “alot
in common in terms of the value system
and vision for country’s development.”

Council of Europe Pledges Full Support to
Justice System Reforms in Armenia

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan met on Friday with members
of the high-level mission of the Council
of Europe, headed by Christos
Giakoumopoulos, Director General of
Human Rights and Rule of Law at the
CoE.

The delegation’s visit follows up
the agreement reached over phone on
May 22 between Armenian Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan and Council of Eu-
rope Secretary General Thorbjern
Jagland regarding CoE’s assistance with
the ongoing judicial and legal reforms in
Armenia.

Highlighting the delegation’s visit,
Nikol Pashinyan stressed the need for
making joint efforts on the way to conduct-
ing the judicial system reform. The Prime
Minister stressed that the implementation
of fundamental changes in the judicial and
legal spheres stands high on the
Government’s agenda; they are supposed
to guarantee the existence of a full-fledged
independent judiciary in our country.

The Head of Government empha-
sized that as a result of the democratic
elections held in Armenia, the Govern-
ment and the Parliament of Armenia won
the citizens’ full confidence and mandate.

“In political terms, a simple ques-
tion arises, especially after the revolu-
tion: whom does the judiciary represent
in the Republic of Armenia; who does
this power come from, whose power is
exercised in Armenia by the judiciary? I
say this because the second and un-
changeable article of the Constitution of
Armenia states the following: In the Re-
public of Armenia, the power belongs to
the people. The people shall exercise
their power through free elections, refer-

enda, as well as through state and local
self-government bodies and officials pro-
vided for by the Constitution. In this
series, the courts stand for the State
bodies stipulated by the Constitution.

The problem s that by virtue of last
year’s political developments, the Arme-
nian courts do not enjoy the people’s
trust, unlike the government and parlia-
ment. That is why courts’ rulings keep
causing specific concerns in society;
people simply do not trust the judicial
system, and this can be a source of
crisis,” Nikol Pashinyan said and went
on to note that the time has come for the
judiciary to earn the trust of our people.
Nikol Pashinyan expressed confidence
that in close cooperation with interna-
tional partners, the Government will suc-
ceedinbuildingareliablejudicial system.

Christos Giakoumopoulos reaf-
firmed the full support of the Council of
Europe to Armenia’s judiciary reform
agenda. He stressed that the CoE wel-
comes the steps taken by the Govern-
ment of Armenia to implement radical
reforms in the judicial-legal sphere and
went on to note that they had arrived in
Armenia to discuss further steps and
actions of bilateral cooperation. Christos
Giakoumopoulos added that the Council
of Europe is ready to cooperate closely
with the Armenian government in order
to complete the reform process mediat-
ing the full expertise of the Council of
Europe.

Highlighting the fact of Armenia’s
membership in the Council of Europe,
the Prime Minister suggested that the
Council of Europe should be involved in
the process of judiciary reforms instead
of providing assistance.
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Cyprus, Greece, Armenia Agree to Expand
Trilateral Partnership Cooperation

NICOSIA (Cyprus Mail) — The
foreign ministers of Cyprus, Greece and
Armenia agreed on Tuesday that their
respective heads of state would meet at
atrilateral summit in Armenia in January,
adding that the purpose for the coopera-
tion is to promote peace, stability and
prosperity through enhanced political
dialogue.

They also agreed to cooperate in
various areas, such as the economy,
trade and investments, agriculture, edu-
cation and science, IT and innovation,
healthcare, crisis management, culture
and tourism.

“Today’s meeting reflects clearly
our joint determination to further expand
and deepen our cooperation and to de-
velop synergies that will benefit our coun-
tries and peoples,” Foreign Minister Nicos
Christodoulides said.

To this effect, they agreed to share
information, exchange best practices and
expertise, and submit, in the coming
months, concrete proposals for possible
cooperation in the aforesaid areas, to be
discussed in their next trilateral meeting.

The three ministers, according to
Christodoulides, also exchanged views
on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and
on the implementation of the Prespa
Agreement, in addition to discussing re-
lations between the EU and Armenia.

“We have assured Foreign Minis-
ter Zohrab Mnastakanyan of our unwa-

vering support for the strengthening of
EU-Armenia relations, both within the
framework of the Eastern Partnership
and the EU-Armenia Comprehensive and
Enhanced Partnership Agreement of No-
vember 2017 and beyond,” he said.

Inrelationto the Partnership Agree-
ment, he said that it was expected to be
ratified by the House of Representatives
in the coming weeks. “Its entry into
force will set EU-Armenia relations on a
new footing,” he said.

For his part Mnatsakanyan said
that the launch of the platform was very
important and very promising in amplify-
ing the traditional friendship that exists
between the three nations. He added that
they weretranslating that historical friend-
ship into cooperation to the benefit of the
three nations and people.

He also emphasized that the objec-
tives of the cooperation were peace,
cooperation and stability for the three
countries and the region.

Referring to the expansion of the
trilateral cooperation, he said that Arme-
nia was looking forward to welcome the
trilateral summit in the near future.

Greek  minister  Giorgos
Katrougalos said the three were very
like-minded, peace loving countries,
which believe that international law and
respect of multilateralism form the ba-
sis of international relations and they
also share a long history.

Armenia Issues Stamp Dedicated to
Henrikh Mkhitaryan

YEREVAN —
Armenia’s post op-
erator “HayPost”
CJSC has issued a
stamp honoring Ar-
menia captain | ;
Henrikh Mkhitaryan.

The cancelling
ceremony was held at
the Technical Center
of the Football Acad-
emy.

The postage

303PNUS

-----

stamp with nominal
value of 450 AMD is printed in “Lowe
Martin Group” printing house in Canada
with a print-run of 40 000 pcs. The
author of the stamp’s design is the chief
designer of “HayPost” CJSC Vahagn
Mkrtchyan.

The postage stamp depicts Henrikh
Mkhitaryan wearing the the Armenian
national football team jersey. The portrait
of Henrikh Mkhitaryan is made in digital
art manner.

The postage stamp was cancelled
by the Deputy Minister of High-Techno-

logical Industry of the Republic of Arme-
nia Gegham Vardanyan, the captain of
the Armenian national football team
Henrikh Mkhitaryan, the Chairman of the
Board of “HayPost” CJSC Juan Pablo
Gechidjian, the President of the Union of
Philatelists ofthe RA Hovik Musayelyan.

Henrikh Mkhitaryan, who currently
plays for London’s Arsenal has been
named Armenian Player of the Year for
eight times. He is the top goalscorer of
the Armenian national team with 27 goals
in 82 games.
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His Holiness Kevork Fifth Soureniants Catholicos of All Armenians (1912-1930)
Sartarabad and First Republic of Armenia May 28, 1918

By Father Zaven Arzoumanian, PhD

The First Republic of Armenia

In 1918 the first Republic of Arme-
nia on May 28 was blessed and defended
by Catholicos Kevork the Fifth whole-
heartedly. The Battle of Sartarabad was
under his immediate pontifical protec-
tion, and the victory the same year in
May 22-26 gave the Catholicos and the
nation security with the rise of the First
Republic. Soon however, when the new
regime of the Soviets dominated under
heavy pressures, His Holiness was obli-
gated to defend Armenia no matter what
the circumstances compelled, when in
fact the communist regime occupied the
countries to form the Soviet Socialist
Union, including Armenia. His Holiness
had to exercise wisdom and diplomacy
to defend whatever was left, especially
from the hands of the Turks and their
invasions. The Catholicos had said, “If
we lose what we have, what good is it to
have homeland without people.” Against
all odds, the Catholicos was valiant to

- o e d

CatholicosKevork V blessing Armenian volunteers at Holy Etchmiadzin

resist the atheist system that he “wel-
comed” in order to save the nation.

The “Sorrowful Catholicos”

The first two decades of His Holi-
ness Kevork V Catholicos of All Arme-
nians coincided with fatal political events
for all Armenians inthe west and the east,
regretfully forcing him to sign his En-
cyclicals as “Vshdali Gatoghigos” (Sor-
rowful Catholicos). The Genocide of the
Armenians by the Ottoman Turks in
1915 on the one hand, and the Russian
Revolution in 1917 followed by the in-
cursions of the Soviet army on the other,
covered the skies of our land with dark-
estclouds inrecent history. The Catholicos
lamented the loss of churches, schools,
towns and villages, as well as the newly
proclaimed Republic of Armeniain 1918,
its sudden fall, and finally the communist
regime that dominated Armenia in 1921.
The Catholicos wrote his Pontifical En-
cyclical in 1921 with fervent prayer that
God “may accept our sacrifices in the
land of Armenia leaving aside all enmity
at this time of great turmoil.”

The Second Decade — Reforms
within the Church

The year Armenia went under the
Soviet rule in 1921 Catholicos Kevork V
had embarked on the second decade of
his pontificate. The negative trends of
the new system shook the traditional and
historical foundations of the Armenian
Church fatally, as it did for the Russian
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and Georgian Orthodox Churches. Rap-
idly communism revealed its destructive
nature, and in the extreme case even at
the cost of the life of the next Catholicos
Khoren I Mouradbekian. Catholicos
Kevork V, who lived through the second
decade, stood strong and unshaken, pro-
moting incredibly even some important
reforms within the Armenian Church
before his demise in 1930.

Among the reforms of prime im-
portance was the formation of the Su-
preme Spiritual Council that replaced the
rules of the previously mandated imperial
Polozhenia (Constitution). Seemingly it
marked some “self-administration” of
the Armenian Church under the Soviet
rule in very limited terms with the latter’s
obvious and intimidating control on the
Armenian Church affairs. As the execu-
tive council, the Supreme Spiritual Coun-
cil members, clergy and lay, were to be
elected by the National Ecclesiastical
Assembly according to the new 1925
Constitutiondrafted by Catholicos Kevork
V. The Constitution as of this date re-

mains in force as the law for future
elections of the Pontiffs and the mem-
bers of the Supreme Spiritual Councils.

The 1925 Constitution

The new Constitution was drafted
wisely and conclusively regarding the
distribution and the election of delegates
per capita from all the dioceses in Arme-
nia and abroad. In addition five more
reforms were initiated by the Catholicos
of All Armenians including the use of the
New Gregorian Calendar in 1923 for the
Easter Sunday and church feasts, the use
of the organ during the celebration of the
Divine Liturgy, and only a second mar-
riage of priests whose wives had died
during the Armenian massacres. The last
ruling however was not well received by
the other Hierarchic Sees.

Inall, the two decades following the
death of Catholicos Kevork V in 1930 until
the death of Marshal Stalin in 1953, the
Armenian Church suffered unbearable
oppressions, exiles and persecution of
clergy, leaving the church defenseless
and isolated, cutting all contacts and com-
munications with the Armenian churches
abroad. Morally devoid, religiously bank-
rupt, the system exploited everything to
degrade the church. The cruel assassina-
tionin 1938 ofthe next Catholicos Khoren
I Mouradbekian in Etchmiadzin stands a
witness for all times.

Political and Economic Growth
In 1922, the First Assembly of the

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics con-
vened in Moscow with representatives
of the 15 republics, six of them from
Armenia, to form a Central Committee
for the state infrastructure which in-
cluded five members from Armenia,
namely, Miasnikyan, Nazaretyan, Ham-
bartsumyan, Mirzoyan, and Der
Gabrielyan. During Josef Stalin’s presi-
dency the Shirak Dam in Armenia was
built in 1925 that helped the agriculture
significantly. The same year factories
for cotton and textile opened, production
of leather, wine, and tobacco bloomed.
Soon in 1926 printing presses published
books and journals in Yerevan, ten times
as much compared with 1913, of course
mostly promoting the newly adopted
communist ideology.

The economic treaty signed be-
tween Russia and Armenia in September
1921 gave boost to house constructions.
Onacultural level the Lazarian Armenian
Academy of Moscow was named “The
Cultural House of Armenia,” and the next
year ancient manuscripts belonging to
Etchmiadzin temporarily transferred to
Moscow, along with printed books. Later,
4660 volumes in total were returned to
the Mother See. House constructions
rapidly moved forward and in 1926 some
3065 houses were built which in turn
helped major cities blossom next to the
capital Yerevan, such as Leninakan,
Kirovakan, New Bayazit, Dilijan, Goris,
and Etchmiadzin. Soviet economy was
based on communist system which made
the Union’s economy reach higher
records at the cost of deprivation of
private undertakings. This in turn applied
mandatory “brotherhood” among the 15
republics to exchange goods even if
Armenia or any of the other republics
were deprived of their own productions.

Migration to Armenia

During the pontificate of Catholicos
Kevork V and the following decades a
wave of migration moved tens of thou-
sands Armenians from the Middle East
and Europe to Soviet Armenia for perma-
nent settlement. There were two objec-
tives in this hasty move, first to increase
the population of Armenia to meet the
Soviet Union’s census requirement and
stability, and second to import economic
assets in good faith only to be confis-
cated immediately by the communist
government. The false calculation cost
immensely to those who migrated heed-
ing to the loud and unreal promises gold-
plated with slogans of patriotism. Actu-
ally the first migrations from Iraq,
Greece, Iran, France and the Middle
East proved mostuntimely, disillusioned
to say the least, under tyranny and
poverty. Decades later a great majority
left Armenia and returned to Europe and
the United States with smile on their
faces.

Locally settlements of more Ar-
menians in the country in bigger num-
bers were necessary to balance future
perspectives, but the economy and life
standard were much lower than they
imagined. To help the balance on the

positive side, compatriotic suburbs were
built instead by their original names
from Turkish Armenia, like New
Arapkir, New Malatia, New Aintab, and
New Kharbert which today are wit-
nesses as good memorials giving lasting
comfort to those who sponsored them
while living abroad.

Bishops Ordained by Catholicos
Kevork V

During his 18 turbulent years the
courageous Catholicos of All Arme-
nians made those years fruitful and
defended the Armenian Church world-
wide as he ordained 30 bishops, some
from the Mother See, others from the
graduates of the famous Seminary of
Armash, near Constantinople, and from
the Patriarchate of Jerusalem as needed,
despite the unfavorable and oppressive
system. Above else, following the horrible
years of WWI, the Catholicos extended
his helping hand to the Hierarchic Sees
outside Armenia, particularly to the ousted
See of Ciliciaand its defenseless Catholicos
Sahak II Khabayan who had settled tem-
porarily in his main diocese of Aleppo.

Upon the recommendation of the
Catholicos of All Armenians a generous
action was taken in 1929 to transfer
from the Patriarchate of Jerusalem three
dioceses temporarily over to the juris-
diction of Catholicos Sahak II of Cilicia,
as specified in the resolution taken by
the Brotherhood of the Patriarchate and
personally by Patriarch Yeghishe Tourian
himself. Those dioceses were the one in
Beirut, Lebanon, and the other two in
Damascus and Latakia in Syria. The See
of Cilicia thus revived and later settled in
Antelias, Lebanon permanently with five
dioceses under its jurisdiction, includ-
ing the dioceses of Aleppo and Cyprus
which were the original dioceses of the
Great House of Cilicia.

The meritorious bishops ordained
by Catholicos Kevork V included Mesrob
Naroyan (Patriarch), Nersess Melik-
Tangian (Primate), Karekin Hovsepiants
(Catholicos), Kevork Chorekjian
(Catholicos), Mesrob Neshanian (Patri-
arch), Grigoris Balakian (Primate),
Karekin Khachadourian (Patriarch), and
many others. Their credentials confirm
both the wisdom of Catholicos Kevork
V and the worthy candidates, thirty
princes of the Armenian Church in all,
who became the champions of the sur-
vival and the revival of the Armenian
Church and nation through the first half
of the most trying 20th century.
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Valuable Historic Documents Restored
at Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem

JERUSALEM -- The Archive
(Mayr Divan) of Decrees and Docu-
ments of the Armenian Patriarchate of
Jerusalem has started works on the es-
tablishment and furnishing of its Resto-
ration Department.

The department is continuously pro-
vided with necessary equipment (presses
and other tools) and materials. The works,
initiated and supervised by Armenian
Patriarch of Jerusalem Archbishop
Nourhan Manougian, are managed by
Director of the Archive Arshak Banuchian.

The stage of processing, disinfec-
tion, and repair of archival materials has
kicked off, the Matenadaran (officially the
Mesrop Mashtots Institute of Ancient
Manuscripts) said in a Facebook post.

A working group sent on a mission
to Jerusalem, including Matenadaran’s
Senior Restorers Susanna Kirakosyan
and Emma Sarkisova, as well as Gayane

Eliazyan, Head of Matenadaran’s Res-
toration Department, has started the
restoration and conservation of archival
materials. About 760 sheets of valuable
documents have been restored, includ-
ing the edicts and letters of Patriarchs
Grigor the Chainbearer (Grigor
Shghtayakir, 1715-1749) and
Theodoros Vanetsi (1800-1818).

The repair of the extremely valu-
able parchment ferman of Salah ad-Din
(1174-1193) is almost finished. Gayane
Eliazyan has prepared a professional
summary of the manuscripts’ moni-
toring and restoration. On May 18,
during the restoration process, the pa-
triarch visited the department. Arch-
bishop Manougian highly appreciated
the work of the specialists from
Matenadaran and expressed hope that
the cooperation between the Patriarch-
ate and Matenadaran would continue.

Parliament Panel Investigating April 2016 War

Continued frompage 1

The commission was formally set
up late last week after 47 deputies repre-
senting Pashinyan’s My Step alliance
signed a petition in support of its creation.
It will be headed by Andranik Kocharian,
the pro-government chairman of a stand-
ing parliament committee on defense and
security, and also comprise 10 other
lawmakers.

The commission, which held its
first meeting on Tuesday, is specifically
tasked with scrutinizing the Armenian
military’s response to an Azerbaijani
offensive in Karabakh that led to the
four-day hostilities, which left around
80 Armenian soldiers and volunteers
dead. It will not only be able to question
senior government and military officials
but also have access to classified docu-
ments.

OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs

Continued frompage 1

andthe Armenian Prime Ministerin Vienna
on 29 March and their respective Foreign
Ministers in Moscow on 15 April.

As requested, the Co-Chairs pro-

vided proposals for concrete next steps
in the settlement process, including on
humanitarian and security measures. The
Foreign Ministers of Armenia and
Azerbaijan accepted the Co-Chairs’ pro-
posal to meet soon under their auspices,
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Armenian American Museum
Announces Project Design Team

]

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum has announced the
selection of design consultants who will
be preparing the project for
groundbreaking in 2020. The project
design team will be led by Alajajian
Marcoosi Architects and team members
will include Robert P. Goodwin Consult-
ing, IMEG Corp, Rhyton Engineering,
Glumac, Courtland Studio LLC, and
Applied Earth Sciences.

“We are proud to be working with
ateamof highly skilled, experienced, and
reputable professionals who have pride
and passion for the Armenian American
Museum project,” stated architect Aram
Alajajian of internationally acclaimed
Alajajian Marcoosi Architects.

The Armenian American Museum
is currently in the pre-construction phase
of the project with plans to begin con-
struction in 2020. The City of Glendale
has dedicated a premier downtown loca-
tion for the cultural and educational cen-
ter witha $1-per-year ground lease agree-
ment. During the pre-construction phase,
the design teamwill be preparing detailed
construction plans for submission to the
City of Glendale.

Robert Goodwin of Robert P.
Goodwin Consulting will be serving as
the Construction Manager for the project.
Goodwin brings years of construction
management experience to the museum,
most recently serving as the Construc-
tion Manager and Owner’s Representa-
tive for The Broad in Los Angeles.

IMEG Corp. will be serving as the
Structural Engineer for the project. IMEG
is one of the nation’s largest design con-
sulting firms with nearly 1,200 teammem-
bers across 40 offices providing forward-
thinking infrastructure design and engi-
neering. The Pasadena-based team will be
led by Principle Edwin Najarian.

Rhyton Engineering will be serving
as the Civil Engineer for the project.
Rhyton is a reputable firm providing civil
engineering and design services to archi-

tects and developers. The firm’s major
partners and projects include the Staples
Center, Kaiser Permanente, USC, and
CSUN.

Glumac will be serving as the Me-
chanical, Electrical, and Plumbing Engi-
neer (MEP) for the project. Glumac
specializes in sustainable building tech-
nologies and creating systems that opti-
mize energy efficiencies and minimize
environmental impact.

Courtland Studio LLC will be serv-
ing as the Landscape Architect for the
project. Paul Lewis and his team of
landscape architects bring over 20 years
of experience specializing in landscape
design, landscape architecture, and site
planning.

Applied Earth Sciences will be serv-
ing as the Geotechnical Engineer for the
project. AES is a leading firm in the
engineering geologic and environmental
services industry. The Los Angeles-based
team will be led by Founder/President
Caro Minas and General Manager/Engi-
neering Geologist Shant Minas.

The design team will also be work-
ing with a number of advisors including
Perry Maljian of Wood Corp, a global
leader in project delivery, engineering
and technical services.

Alajajian Marcoosi Architects
worked with the museum’s Construction
Committee to interview, evaluate, and
recommend consultants for each of the
disciplines to the Board of Trustees. The
Construction Committee consists of ex-
perienced industry professionals who are
providing their expertise and guidance as
the project heads for construction.

“We are excited to begin the next
phase of the project and look forward
to working with the design team to
prepare the project for the historic
groundbreaking,” stated Construction
Committee Chairman Paul Karapetian.

The museum will be announcing
additional design team members in the
coming weeks.

Armenia to Compensate Victims of 2008

Continued frompage 1

The former Armenian authorities
accused the Ter-Petrosian-led opposi-
tion of organizing the “mass disturbances”
in a bid to seize power. They jailed
dozens of opposition figures, including
Nikol Pashinyan, on corresponding
charges denied by the latter.

Investigators radically changed the

official version of events shortly after
last year’s “velvet revolution” which
brought Pashinyan to power. They
charged Kocharianand threeretired army
generals with illegally using the Arme-
nian armed forces against the protesters
and thus overthrowing the constitutional
order in February-March 2008. All four
men, who went on trial last month, deny
the accusations.

and will announce details at the appropri-
ate time.
The Co-Chairs expressed deep

concernaboutrecent casualties and called
on the parties to exercise maximum re-
straint to avoid escalation.
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18th UEFA European Under-19 Championship, 2018/19
Final Tournament Draw in Yerevan, 31 May 2019
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