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AGBU SATAMIAN THEATRE GROUP
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2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104
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In Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Iis Founding

AGBU SATAMIAN THEATRE GROUP
(FORMERLY ARDAVAZT)
presents

HOTEL_PARADISO

A comedy in 3 acts by
GEORGES FEYDEAU and MAURICE DESVALIERE

Directed by
KRIKOR SATAMIAN

Saturday performances at 8:00 pm, Sundays at 6:00 pm

Sniutinp Lwnbih t wwwhnyly / Tickets available at:
WWW.AGBUPAC.ORG/CALENDAR

Ununph Unitp / Donation $30

JUNE 15-16 / 22-23, 2019
AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian

Performing Arts Center
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104
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President Armen Sarkissian:
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund Should Become
More Powerful Structure Beyond Suspicion

YEREVAN -- The Hayastan All-
Armenian Fund needs to be reformed;
however, it still is the most important
donor for the development of Nagorno-
Karabakh, Armenian President Armen
Sarkissian, who is also the chairman of
the Fund’s Board of Trustees said Tues-
day when speaking at the Fund’s annual
meeting today.

He said although the charity had
funded last year the implementation of
100 projects, it should become a more
dynamic, mobile, flexible and more pow-
erful structure.

"We should not be afraid of
changes, especially when the world is
changing at a high speed. The Fund
should not be associated in our mind only

y FriY

with the institution that is building roads
or irrigation networks. It should be per-
ceived as an institution of national trust
that lives in the future. We should move
in this direction," said Sarkissian.

According to him, all the changes
should have a single message - it should
be a structure beyond suspicion, as-
sumptions or abuses. This, he said. re-
quires new approaches, concepts, vision
and program of activities.

He said that despite the dramatic
events that occurred in the fund last year,
the number of people supporting the
organization’s activities increased by 20
percent after the latest fund raising telethon.

Continued onpage 2

Russian Ambassador Warned
After Meeting with Kocharian

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)—Russia’s
ambassador to Armenia was summoned
to the Foreign Ministry in Yerevan last
week after meeting with the indicted
former President Robert Kocharian, a
senior Armenian lawmaker revealed on
Monday.

Ambassador Sergey Kopyrkin and
Kocharian met on Thursday nearly one
month after the latter was controver-
sially released from prison pending the
outcome of his trial. The ex-president
was charged with overthrowing the con-
stitutional order in 2008 shortly after last
year’s Armenian “velvet revolution.” He
denies the accusations as politically mo-
tivated.

The Russian Embassy in Yerevan
said Kopyrkinspoketo Kocharian “within
the framework of his regular meetings
with representatives of social-political
and business circles” of Armenia.

Parliament speaker Ararat Mirzoyan
dismissed this explanation on Sunday
when he spoke at a congress of the ruling
Civil Contract party. Mirzoyan said he
does “not welcome” the meeting be-
cause Kocharian is facing coup charges
and cannot be considered a politician in
these circumstances.

[MOCOALC
B APMEH &

The pro-government chairman of
the Armenian parliament committee on
foreign relations, Ruben Rubinyan, simi-
larly described Kopyrkin’s conversation
with Kocharian as “bewildering.”
Rubinyan’s deputy, Hovannes Igityan,
went farther, denouncing itas “ludicrous.”

“Look, newspapers write that
Kocharian is backed by Russia’s [ruling]
elite,” Igityan told RFE/RL’s Armenian
service. “Kocharian’s entourage is
spreading such claims. In this context,

Continued onpage 2

SDHP Statement on the Appointment of
Zareh Sinanyan as the Chief Commissioner
for the Diaspora Affairs

There has been an established and
respected principle that no person with an
emphasized partisan leaning be appointed
to an Armenian governmental position
which deals directly with the Diaspora.
This principle has existed so as to respect
the peculiarities and sensitivities within the
Diaspora’s various communities and to
prevent any hindrance towards the
strengthening of ties with the Homeland.

This fundamental principle has un-
fortunately failed to be taken into account
by the appointment of Zareh Sinanyan as the Chief Commissioner for the Diaspora
Affairs. Sinanyan has been politically active, within the Armenian community of
Los Angeles, exclusively through structures affiliated with Dashnaktsutyun and
throughout the years, has made public statements which were highly irresponsible,
slanderous and hypocritical, to say the least.

Participating in the local electoral processes, he has shown a very aggressive
attitude towards his political opponents, especially to our organization, making
false accusations, for the mere reason that we did not support his preferred
candidate.

During his tenure at the Glendale City Hall, Mr. Sinanyan was incapable of
showing broad-mindedness and tolerance, and used his office as a tool to
discriminate and create divisions in the Diasporan community.

Zareh Sinanyan is free to have his own political views, but his divisive actions
in the past cannot be neglected nor forgotten, and this certainly will have a negative
impact on his current position.

Zareh Sinanyan does not meet the necessary requirement of being at equal
distance with all the Diaspora structures. Therefore, we have strong reservations
on his appointment.

Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
Western United States, Executive Committee

Pan-Armenian Games Flame
lit near Musa Dagh

VAKIF,MUSA DAGH --The flame
of the 7th Pan-Armenian Games was lit
from candles of the Holy Mother of God
Armenian Church in Vakif village at the
foothills of Musa Dagh, a territory which
was once the Armenian Kingdom of
Cilicia.

The torch was lit by Pan-Armenian
Games co-founder, Armenian-American
philanthropist Albert Boyajyan.

Pan-Armenian Games World Com-
mittee Vice President Roland Sharoyan
said the ceremony symbolizes the unity
of the Armenian nation, wherever they

might be.

Armenia’s ruling My Step Alli-
ance faction lawmaker Taguhi
Tovmasyan was also in attendance of
the ceremony.

The flame was then taken to the
summit of Musa Dagh, and will find its
way all the way to Artsakh, where the
opening ceremony of the 7-th Pan-Ar-
menian Games will take place in
Stepanakert on August 6.

The delegation arrived in Turkey
via the recently launched Yerevan-Van
direct flight.
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Armenia-CoE Partnership Action Plan
for 2019-2022 Officially Launched

YEREVAN (Panorama.am)— The
Council of Europe (CoE) 2019-2022
Action Plan for Armenia was officially
launched on Monday at the ministry of
foreign affairs in Yerevan. The event
was attended by Foreign Minister of
Armenia Zohrab Mnatsakanyan and
Deputy Secretary General of the Council
of Europe Gabriella Battaini-Dragoni.
Ambassadors accredited to Armenia, the
Human Rights Defender, parliamentar-
ians, ministers and deputy ministers were
in attendance.

Minister Mnatsakanyan delivered
remarks at the meeting, stressing the
launch of the Action Plan is a great
source of satisfaction as it will serve an
important tool in assisting the reforms
underway in the country ranging from
the implementation of criminal justice
reform to combatting corruption.

The foreign minister pointed to the
ambitious budged of the Plan totaling
$18,9 million half of the amount already
raised through donor contributions. The
program focuses on the reform agenda
prioritized by the cabinet, said he minis-
ter adding: “This is a tool of reforms
Armenia needs. We want to build a
country based on European standards in
the areas of human rights, the rule of law
and democracy which is also supported
by our public. The events of April-May
2018 came to prove this wish. That also
reflects the will and commitment of the
Armenian government. I am confident
we have the best prerequisites to use this
Action Plan to the needs of the country as

a tool of reforms and will be able to
reflect on achievements and results in
2021.”

Speaking of the 70th anniversary
of the Council of Europe, Minister
Mnatsakanyan stated the CoE is invalu-
able structure bringing nations that stand
together and are united around common
values. “This is the structure we have
been member since 2001 and enjoyed the
benefits of our membership both on
good and bad days.”

To note, the Action Plan for Arme-
nia 2019-2022 is a strategic program-
ming instrument that aims to bring
Armenia’s legislation, institutions and
practice further into line with European
standards and is intended to support the
country’s efforts to honor its obligations
as a Council of Europe member State.

Under the Action Plan the Council
of Europe and Armenia have agreed to
carry forward jointly, through coopera-
tion programs, reforms aiming to en-
hance the independence, transparency
and efficiency of the judiciary, to harmo-
nize the implementation of European hu-
man rights standards, to enhance protec-
tion of human rights in the armed forces
and prisoners’ rights to health care, to
support police reform and the implemen-
tation of criminal justice reform.

Emphasis is also placed on coun-
tering discrimination on all grounds, pro-
tecting the rights of minorities, protect-
ing personal data, and improving media
freedom, the safety of journalists and
internet governance.

Russian Ambassador Warned

Continued frompage 1

the ambassador’s meeting was ludicrous
to say the least.”

Deputy Foreign Minister Grigor
Hovannisyan told the National assembly
that the Russian envoy did not break the
diplomatic protocol.

“The ambassador did not do any-
thing wrong within the bounds of the
diplomatic protocol and norms,” said
Hovannisyan. “That [meeting] cannot be
deemed condemnable or be the subject of
a special examination by our ministry.”

Rubinyan announced later in the
day that he has discussed the matter with
Foreign Minister Zohrab Mnatsakanian.
“The minister informed me that in fact
the Russian ambassador was invited on
Friday to the Foreign Ministry where a
conversation took place with the ambas-
sador in the context of not interfering in
Armenia’s internal affairs,” he wrote on

Facebook.

“Deputy Minister Hovannisyan did
not speak about this at the committee
meeting because at that point he did not
have a permission to publicize the infor-
mation,” added the lawmaker.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov denounced the prosecution of
Kocharian as well as other former Arme-
nian officials shortly after the ex-presi-
dent was first arrested in July 2018.

The ex-president was again ar-
rested in December. Three weeks later,
he received New Year greetings from
Putin.

Kocharian, his former chief of staff
Armen Gevorgyan and two retired gen-
erals went on trial last month. The judge
presiding over the trial, Davit Grigoryan,
ordered Kocharianreleased fromjail five
days later. The decision was strongly
condemned by Pashinyan’s political al-
lies and supporters.

June 22, 2019

Armenian Ministry of Justice to Unveil Draft
Law on Confiscation of Ill-Earned Assets

YEREVAN (Arka) — Armenian
Ministry of Justice will soon unveil a
draft law on confiscation of ill-earned
assets, Deputy Justice Minister Anna
Vardapetyan told reporters on Thursday.

Earlier, Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said that in the context
of the fight against money laundering and
terrorism financing, the commitment to
introduce the institution of non-convic-
tion based asset forfeiture is established
by the 4th recommendation of the Finan-
cial Action Task Force on Money Laun-
dering (FATF).

He also recalled that in 2015, the
MONEY VAL Committee of the Council
of Europe approved the evaluation report
for the 5th stage of implementation of the
FATF recommendations, which states
that the Republic of Armenia should
consider introducing the institution of
non-conviction based asset forfeiture in
order to improve the practice of confis-
cating ill-earned assets.

He then said thatin 2018, the Orga-
nization for Economic Cooperation and
Development approved the fourth stage
of the report on the compliance of the
Republic of Armenia with the UN Con-
vention against Corruption, which states
that the institution of non-conviction
based asset forfeiture has not been as of
yet introduced in Armenia. The report
calls on the Republic of Armenia to
introduce the new tools provided for by

_ saY OF JUSTIGE
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the Convention, including the aforemen-
tioned institution in a bid to improve the
effectiveness of criminal investigations.

Vardapetyan said the draft law has
already been sent for consideration by
international experts, who will return it
for revision with their suggestions and
comments. She said the bill does not
provide for criminal liability and will be
presented as a statement of claim against
ill-earned assets.

According to Pashinyan, this
mechanism is an element of transitional
justice. In his words, there are cases
when a citizen must explain the source of
acquisition of assets, and in this case, it
is not the presumption of innocence that
acts, but the presumption of guilt. If a
person cannot prove that he/she ac-
quired assets legally, then the acquisition
of this asset is considered illegal.

Key Amendments for Armenia and Artsakh
Pass the House of Representatives

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The U.S.
House of Representatives adopted, on
Tuesday, amendments by Representa-
tives Jackie Speier (D-CA) and TJ Cox
(D-CA) toH.R. 2740 —the Labor, Health
and Human Services, Education, Legis-
lative Branch, Defense, State, Foreign
Operations, and Energy and Water De-
velopment Appropriations Act of 2020 —
to include $40 million to Armenia for
democracy assistance and $1.5 million
to Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh) for mine
clearance efforts, as well as support for
regional rehabilitation services. Rep.
Speier’s amendment passed 268 to 152
and Rep. Cox’s amendment passed as
part of an en bloc amendment by a vote
of 231 to 187.

Rep. TJ Cox’s (D-CA) amend-
ment to ensure “funding for de-mining
projects in Nagorno-Karabakh, and sup-
port for regional rehabilitation services
for infants, children, and adults with

physical and cognitive disabilities” was
included as part of an en bloc amendment
offered by Chairwoman Lowey.

During consideration of H.R. 2740,
Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) discussed
the need for the U.S. to take a more
engaged role to help resolve the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict, strengthen the cease-
fire, and remove barriers to dialogue.
Rep. Pallone also thanked Chairwoman
Lowey for being a “champion of the
region,” and for supporting Armenia and
protecting Artsakh. Earlier this year, Rep.
Pallone introduced H.Res.190, a resolu-
tion supporting United States-Artsakh
relations, which calls for free and open
communication, as well as travel be-
tween the two nations at all levels of civil
society and government.

With passage in the House, the next
step in the legislative process is consid-
eration by the Senate before both cham-
bers can reconcile the bill.

President Armen Sarkissian

Continued frompage 1

In 2018 July Armenia’s National
Security Service (NSS) detained the ex-
ecutive director of Hayastan All Arme-
nian Fund Ara Vardanyan on suspicion
of embezzlement and misuse of funds.
According to an NSS statement, under
the pressure of facts, Vardanyan con-
fessed to misappropriating the charity’s
funds, including using Armenia Fund
money for online gambling.

According to the statement,
Vardanyan used a Hayastan Fund credit
card with a limit of 25 million drams
(approximately $50,500) for online gam-

bling. He then used donated funds to
replenish the credit card account.

According to his own testimony,
Vardanyan then placed his own money
into the charity’s accounts to compen-
sate for the wasted money.

From 2016 to 2018 Vardanyan
reportedly misappropriated approximately
130 million drams (around $270,000) for
personal use.

The Hayastan pan-Armenian Fund
is a tax-exempt, non-governmental, non-
political corporation, established in 1994
in Los Angeles, California to carry out
national projects in Armenia and Nagorno-
Karabakh.
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Sahak II Khabayan Catholicos of the Great
House of Cilicia (1849-1939)

His Holiness Sahak II Khabayan of Cilicia in Sis, lived a long and turbulent
life. Through his unyielding will and deep faith he was not despaired, on the
contrary the Catholicos determined to save his Catholicosate in Antelias, Lebanon
by his own hands, and not by the help of foreign states.

By Father Zaven Arzoumanian, PhD

Last Farewell December 1921

In 1920 His Holiness Catholicos
Sahak II Khabayan of Cilicia had re-
turned to Adana, Cilicia, from his tem-
porary exile to Jerusalem hoping to
restore his seat in Sis, capital of Cilicia,
its original site, now occupied by the
Ottoman authorities and the members
of the clergy exiled. The Catholicos
remained in Adana one year, from
November 1920 to December 1921, as
he bid farewell to Cilicia forever, car-
ing for his flock and leading them at his
advanced age of 72. Catholicos Sahak
went to Aleppo, one of his main dio-
ceses, where Armenians from Cilicia
had arrived as refugees. Sis was evacu-
ated, and gradually Adana, Aintab,
Marash, and Zeytoun evacuated after
heroic self-defense, and survivors
reached Aleppo, and dispersed home-
less elsewhere in Palestine, Syria, Leba-
non, and Greece, left to their destiny
trying to settle under hospitable skies.

The Precedence

The reason of the evacuation of
Cilicia was the treacherous political
conspiracy by France and England.
Duringthe First World War, both coun-
tries met secretly on May 16, 1916 and
signed a treaty in London for the par-
tition of certain territories of the Otto-
man Empire. The treaty was sanc-
tioned by the Emperor of Russia which
accordingly turned Cilicia over to
France because of its strategic posi-
tion. The Armenian Legion, an army of
volunteers trained in Cyprus, now en-
couraged by the protectorate of France,
volunteered to join the French expedi-
tion against the Turks in Arara, Pales-
tine in 1918, expecting Cilicia to be
returned to the Armenians. The Turks
were defeated, as the Armenian Legion
gave 23 victims on the field.

The first signs seemed promising
but very short lived. France permitted
the Armenians an army with 6000
strong to enter Cilicia by Iskenderoun

and Mersin, where in 1919 some
120,000 Armenians were living. A year
later, the number reached 160,000. On
the other hand, the French protector-
ate did not take serious responsibility
to defend the Armenians permanently.
France allowed certain key posts to
the Turks, while at the same time
Moustafa Kemal, the founder of the
Republic of Turkey, was advancing to
Smyrna and the Greek islands deter-
mined to invade them. Obviously the
Turks would start from Cilicia with
the tacit approval of France.

Self Defense in Cilicia

Armenians wasted no time but
went ahead for self-defense to only
suffer greatly by the Turks. In 1920
Marash resisted for 20 days and gave
11,000 lives, and the rest some 8,000
fled to Syria. Hajin was surrounded for
seven months showing heroic resis-
tance, but surrendered on October 15
and only 380 soldiers escaped. The
question is: where was France? What
happened to the promises between
France and the Armenian Legion? The
Armenians were victims of treacher-
ous politics, of foul and dishonorable
shame.

On April 1, 1920 Moustafa Kemal
entered Aintab and met with heroic

resistance. 18,000 Armenians were
saved who fled to Aleppo. In 1919 a
large number of Zeitountsis returned
to their town to suffer brutal death.
This way the Armenians in Cilicia be-
came the victims of the international
politics deceived by France and En-
gland who needed the Turks more than
the native Armenians. Not only France
denied the so called promises shame-
fully, but also on October 20, 1921
with the treaty of Ankara, offered
Cilicia to Turkey for good. The Arme-
nians uprooted from their land de-
parted mainly to Aleppo where they
survived and revived under prosper-
ous circumstances for a long time.

Last Efforts of

Catholicos Sahak II

During the same years the
Catholicos remained in Adana with his
flock and ran the diocesan affairs as
much as possible with the assistance
of Bishops Yeghishe Garoian and
Bedros Sarajian, hoping to establish
his pontifical headquarters in Adana.
However, treasons from the European
countries, one after another, left little
hope, and the aged Catholicos Sahak II
had to leave Cilicia for Europe to nego-
tiate, arriving Paris on March 13, 1920
to meet with the President and the
Prime Minister of France. With no
tangible results, he went to Beirut,
Lebanon to consult with the French
High Commissioner, and finally return-
ing to Adana on November 1st empty
handed after a long absence of eight
months. With his two bishops he stayed
in Adana for one whole year. Tears in his
eyes, seeing the evacuation of Cilicia,
His Holiness migrated to Aleppo in De-
cember 1921 with his flock and follow-
ers, marking the final departure of
Catholicos Sahak II from Cilicia.

Sahak II Alert and Determined

Despite despair and disappoint-
ments, treason and injustice, the
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia,
the last incumbent of the historic See
in Sis, carried his cross and went
ahead undertaking his arduous task.
He lived long and the Catholicosate did
not see sunset despite heavy clouds;
on the contrary, a new dawn ushered,
thanks to his healthy and blessed life of
90 years. Even though far away from
his original seat, the Catholicos wit-
nessed its revival in Antelias, Lebanon
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in 1930. He achieved the revival with
his own hands and not with distrustful
foreign help. He invited a prominent
high-ranking Archbishop Papken
Gulesserian from Jerusalem, one of
the first 1895 graduates of the Semi-
nary of Armash, to be his Catholicos
coadjutor and successor.

Archbishop Papken Gulesserian
was elected Catholicos coadjutor in
Aleppo by the Assembly of Delegates
and consecrated by Catholicos Sahak
11, assisted by the five bishops he had
previously ordained in Sis and in
Aleppo. He soon organized the newly
established See of Cilicia in Antelias,
Lebanon. Catholicos Papken’s imme-
diate aim was the organization of the
newly acquired dioceses, and the es-
tablishment of the Seminary to educate
clergy. He invited the Vey Reverend
Shahe Kasparian, a graduate of Armash,
consecrated him a bishop, and as-
signed him as the first Dean of the
Seminary in Antelias. Catholicos
Papken passed away prematurely at
age 68, a year after Archbishop Shahe
Kasparian had died suddenly at age 53
while visiting Armenia to meet with the
Catholicos of All Armenians, after com-
pleting his five-year term as the Dean
of the Seminary.

Heartbroken but

not Desperate

Heartbroken upon the double
passing of his younger assistants,
Catholicos Sahak II Khabayan laid the
foundations of the Cathedral of the
Catholicosate without seeing its
completion. He passed away in 1939 at
age 90, leading the See of Cilicia for 39
years from Sis to Antelias through most
stormy and fatal decades. He had ap-
pointed Archbishop Bedros Sarajian as
his Vicar, formerly the Primate of Hajin,
who successfully followed up with the
construction of the Cathedral and con-
secrated after the name of St. Gregory
the Illuminator. The Archbishop was
elected Catholicos of the Great House of
Cilicia in 1940, assuming the name
Catholicos Bedros I Sarajian.

As a grateful 1954 graduate of
the Seminary of the Catholicosate, |
conclude my writing recalling my
priestly ordination at St. Gregory the
[lluminator Cathedral 65 years ago by
the Dean of the Seminary Bishop
Terenig Poladian, one of the first gradu-
ates in 1935.

Armenian American Museum Announces
Exhibition Design and Master Planning Firm

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum has announced the
selection of world-renowned Gallagher
& Associates as the project’s exhibition
design and master planning firm. G&A is
an internationally recognized interdisci-
plinary design studio with offices in
Washington, D.C., New York, Portland,
and Singapore.

“We are honored to have been
selected as the exhibition design and
master planning firm for the Armenian
American Museum,” stated Patrick
Gallagher, President & Owner of
Gallagher & Associates. “As storytell-
ers, our goal is to create a truly unique,
immersive, and impactful experience for
every visitor to the Armenian American
Museum.”

Gallagher & Associates brings over

20 years of experience in museum plan-
ning and design to the developing cultural
and educational center. G&A has estab-
lished its reputation in the museum in-
dustry for bringing transformative expe-
riences to life. The firm integrates inter-
active design and media with the physical
environment to produce immersive ex-
periences that engage, entertain, and cre-
ate measurable impact.

Gallagher & Associates designed
the online experience for the Armenian
Genocide Museum website (http://
www.ArmenianGenocideMuseum.org),
an online museum that puts the atrocities
of the Armenian Genocide into the con-
text of world history and connects visi-
tors to current crimes against humanity
to inspire people to speak out and take
action. G&A’s notable projects include

the National Center for Civil Rights and
Human Rights, International Spy Mu-
seum, National Archives Museum, Na-
tional Museum of American Jewish His-
tory, Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
and Museum, Grammy Museum, and
more. The firm is currently collaborating
on the Los Angeles-based Academy
Museum of Motion Pictures.

“We are excited to be working with
a firm that has the caliber and reputation
of Gallagher & Associates in the mu-
seum industry,” stated Executive Chair-
man Berdj Karapetian. “The firm will be
aninvaluable partner in helping us achieve
our ultimate vision for the Armenian
American Museum.”

Gallagher & Associates will be lead-
ing the exhibition design of the museum’s
permanent Armenian exhibition. The per-
manent exhibition will share the Arme-
nian American experience including the
history of Armenia, Armenian Genocide,
and Armenians living in America through

interactive, immersive, and impactful
storytelling. The firm will be engaging a
panel of leading scholars, artists, and
experts throughout the exhibition design
process. The museum will also feature
traveling exhibitions on diverse cultures
and subject matters that will engage
broad audiences and serve as a bridge
that connects our multicultural commu-
nity.

In addition, Gallagher & Associ-
ates will be developing the museum’s
master plan that outlines the primary
visitor experiences within the overall
parameters for the architecture. The
master plan connects the experiences to
the organization’s mission, collections,
and educational goals with a focus on the
visitor. G&A will serve as a member of
the museum’s project design team, work-
ing closely with the architects, engi-
neers, and consultants as they prepare
detailed construction plans for submis-
sion to the City of Glendale.
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Armenian Bar Association Turns 30, Marks
Anniversary with Flair and Education

YEARS
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LOS ANGELES — Gracing the
30™ anniversary of its establishment,
the Armenian Bar Association will con-
vene a fascinating annual conference
and celebrate its red-letter day in dra-
matic fashion on June 28-29, 2019, in
downtown Los Angeles. The confer-
ence program and the ensuing evening
ball are expected to draw record num-
bers from the legal community and
from the public at large. All functions
are open to the public, with free admis-
sion for non-lawyers to the continuing
legal education program and tickets-
for-purchase for the gala banquet.

Appearing at the top of the mar-
quis will be Judge Dickran Tevrizian,
Jr. (retired) whom the Armenian Bar
will honor with its Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award at the gala banquet to be
held at the stately and super-impres-
sive California Club. In the words of
Armenian Bar Chairman Gerard
Kassabian, “Rare are the lives of men
who have done so much for so many
in the legal profession. What Judge T.
has shown us over the years is just
how right it is to be proud and expres-
sive of our Armenian heritage on a
broad, multi-cultural platform here in
Los Angeles and throughout the coun-
try. Please join us as we raise our
glasses and fill our hearts in humble
tribute to the historic career of one of
our iconic founding members.”

Judge Tevrizian was the first Ar-
menian-American to be appointed to
the federal bench, a position he held
with an abundance of dignity and de-
corum for more than 30 years. A
worthy recipient of numerous awards
andrecognized as a “shining star, great
judge, kind human being, and 13 or 14
on a scale of 10,” Judge Tevrizian is
widely respected for faithfully follow-
ing the law and steering feuding parties
towards informal resolution as op-
posed to contentious litigation. Since
his retirement from the bench, Judge
Tevrizian has become one of the prized
neutrals at JAMS and was recently
selected to the 2019 Southern Califor-
nia Super Lawyers list in the alterna-
tive dispute resolution category.

The annual conference program
atthe Sheraton Grand Los Angeles will
open with a Saturday morning wake-
up call about the plunder of historic
Armenia’s native culture and civiliza-
tion and then will touch upon the legal
challenges and opportunities in restor-
ing dimensions of it. Moderated by

Armenian Genocide Reparations Com-
mittee Chairman Armen K.
Hovannisian, two renowned experts in
the field will weigh in with their prac-
tical, hands-on experiences on the
ground itself of the Armenian home-
landand in U.S. and international tribu-
nals.

The first discussant will be trail-
blazing and thought-provoking Mat-
thew Karanian, Esq. who will display a
mesmerizing, virtual journey entitled,
The Armenian Highland, From Riches
to Ruins to Rehabilitation. The second
panelist, Thaddeus Stauber of Nixon
Peabody LLP, comes to the Armenian
Bar as that type of rare treasure who
will talk candidly about the hitches and
hurdles in efforts to reclaim vestiges
of cultural heritage through the court
and arbitral systems. His presentation
is entitled, The Road to Recovery is A
Winding Path. Mr. Stauber advises the
world’s leading cultural institutions,
foreign sovereigns, international art
collectors, dealers, artists, universities,
foundations, estates and individuals.

The afternoon panel discussion
will be—in itself—a prodigious and
historic event. In an unprecedented
presentation in the Diaspora, the Hu-
man Rights Ombudsmen of the Re-
public of Armenia (Honorable Arman
Tatoyan) and the Republic of Artsakh
(Honorable Artak Beglaryan) will take
the stage side-by-side to share their
views, respond to questions about the
protection and restoration of human
rights, and chart new lines of coopera-
tion with the Diaspora.

Bringing this truly unique arrange-
ment into perspective, Garo B.
Ghazarian, Co-Chairman of the Arme-
nian Rights Watch Committee and the
panel’s moderator, commented that “the
rights of women and men, of friend and
foe, of Armenians and non-Armenians
settled long ago at the base of our
organization’s code and credo. We carry
an extensive legacy of reciprocal rein-
forcements with the homeland and as
the guardians of the personal and collec-
tive rights of our communities in the
diaspora. And now we are thrilled to
have the personifications themselves of
the primacy of human rights, the right
honorable Ombudsmen of the Republics
of Armenia and Artsakh.”

To RSVP for the conference (re-
quired) and for tickets to the gala
banquet, please contact
info@armenianbar.org.
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Concert Series in Brussels to Benefit Rising
Talents in Armenia

BRUSSELS — Over the weekend
of May 24, three concerts were per-
formed in the city of Brussels, Belgium
featuring Armenian musicians of various
musical backgrounds. The concert se-
ries, organized by the AGBU Performing
Arts Department (PAD) of France/Eu-
rope, took place at the Boghossian Foun-
dation, with its magnificent Art Deco
venue the Villa Empain, and the Arme-
nian Cultural Center of the Armenian
community of Belgium.

Duduk legend Lévon Minassian,
who introduced the authentic Armenian
instrument to the world through his col-
laboration with international artists such
as Peter Gabriel and contributed to the
soundtracks of major feature films, per-
formed on Friday evening at the Villa
Empain. He was accompanied by his
longtimekeyboarder Serge Arribas, along
with Brussels-based guitar player Tigran
Ter Stepanian, French cellist Pierre
Nentwig, and Belgian pianist Philippe
Navarre. The non-Armenian audience
was won over by Minassian’s unique
sound and mastery of the genre.

The following evening, the
Boghossian Foundation welcomed Diana
Adamyan, the 19-year old rising-star
violist who won the 1st Prize of the
Yehudi Menuhin International Competi-
tionin 2018, in Geneva. Accompanied by
pianist Mamikon Nakhapetov, Adamyan
performed works by Bach, Beethoven,
Saint-Saéns, Kreisler and Komitas.

The musical weekend concluded
on Sunday at the Armenian Cultural Cen-
ter with a special presentation of the
works of Hayrik Mouradian, followed by
a concert of the Lisbon-based Dellalian
Trio. The musicians emphasized the ac-
complishments of Mouradian over the
course of the 20th century in collecting,
transmitting and promoting the musical
heritage of Western and Eastern Arme-
nian culture. Dellalian sisters Nariné and
Marina, along with cellist Levon
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Mouradian were accompanied by guest
violist Artur Mouradian from Rotterdam.
They performed for a world premiere
Vache Sharafyan’s Goodlights, a work
mixing Hayrik Mouradian’s voice re-
cordings and a piano quartet, as well as
Belgian premiere works by Harutiun
Dellalian, Tigran Mansurianand Komitas
arrangements by Arakelian.

True to the AGBU mission to ex-
pand educational and cultural horizons
for Armenians worldwide, the concert
series helped support the PAD Musical
Instruments Fund in collaboration with
Musicians for Musicians, an association
led by well-known cello player and friend
of AGBU Sevak Avanesyan. The Fund
lends high quality musical instruments to
young musicians in Armenia. As PAD
France-Europe’s manager Christian
Erbsloh explained, “While Armenia is
known for its musical excellence, unfor-
tunately too many young musicians with
the ambition and talent to reach the top of
their field are deprived of the proper
instruments to achieve their dream.”

The Fund lends the instruments to
deserving students to help improve their
musical practice, participate in interna-
tional competitions, and perform on pres-
tigious stages. Thanks to the support of
concert patrons, the Fund is now in a
position to acquire its first instruments:
French and German instruments from
the last Century, including bows made
by Charles-Nicolas Bazin.

Inspired by the success of the
musical weekend, AGBU Central Board
Member and President of AGBU Europe
and France Nadia Gortzounian is looking
forward to further developing the Fund,
saying, “Armenia has many gifted artists
who are the pride of our global nation.
The Musical Instruments Fund makes it
possible for these great artists of tomor-
row to showcase their talents to the
world, just as they have during this
special weekend in Brussels.”
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