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PM Pashinyan Vows Punishment for

White House Directed Block of
Armenian Genocide Resolution

‘Corrupt Armenians Hiding In Italy’

MILAN — Visiting Italy last
Wednesday, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan pledged to bring to justice
Armenia’s “best-known corrupt indi-
viduals” who he said have fled to the
western European country.

Pashinyan met with members of
the Armenian community in Milan at
the start of his official trip to Italy. One
of them, a woman seemingly sympa-
thetic to Armenia’s former leadership,
called on him to resign, saying that his
administration is ruining state institu-
tions, spreading hate speech against
critics and lacking a strategy of resolv-
ing the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

“If there were authorities in Ar-
menia towards which the people felt
only hatred, am I to blame for that?”
Pashinyan shot back. “Whom have we
urged the people to hate? On the con-
trary, our revolution [in 2018] was a
revolution of love and solidarity.”

“All best-known corrupt individu-

R
|

als [of Armenia] are now hiding in
Italy, and let nobody hope that they
will sneak out,” Pashinyan went on.
“The hand of Armenian justice will
reach them.

“I don’t know if they are hiding
in Vatican basements. We will grab
them by the neck, drag them out and
take them to courts. They must return
every stolen penny to the people.”

“I will not need to think about my
resignation as long as I enjoy the trust
of the people of Armenia,” added
Pashinyan, who is due to meet with
Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte
in Rome on Thursday.

Pashinyan did not name any of
the allegedly corrupt former Armenian
officials. He may well have referred to
Mikael Minasyan, former President
Serzh Sarkisian’s son-in-law and re-
puted confidant who served as

Continued onpage 2

Armenian and Azerbaijani Journalists Visit
Each Other’s Countries

Armenian and Azerbaijani jour-
nalists have visited each other’s coun-
tries for the first time in years as part
of confidence-building measures
agreed by their governments and fa-
cilitated by the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe.

The six journalists spent five days
last week meeting with government
officials, civil society members and
their colleagues in Azerbaijan, Arme-
nia and Nagorno-Karabakh as well as
touring historical and cultural sites and
even businesses located there.

The Armenian delegation com-
prised Artem Y erkanian, a veteran jour-
nalist for the private Armenian TV
station Shant, Davit Alaverdian, the
editor of the Mediamax news agency,
and Edgar Elbakian, a Karabakh state
TV commentator. They visited Baku
and the Azerbaijani cities of Gyanja
and Quba. They were apparently the
first Armenian journalists to travel to
Azerbaijan in over a decade.

Yerkanian said that just before
entering Azerbaijan from Georgia he

and his two colleagues had to sign an
OSCE document saying that they real-
ize that “the OSCE does not bear re-
sponsibility for our security” during
the trip. “They wanted to make sure
that we are conscious of what we are
doing,” he explained.

Yerkanian, who had twice visited
Azerbaijan in the past, said that he,
Alaverdian and Elbakian were escorted
by atleasta dozen Azerbaijani security
officers throughout the trip.

Armenian and Azerbaijani jour-
nalists had exchanged visits on a regu-
lar basis until the mid-2000s. The
Azerbaijani government afterwards
imposed a de facto travel ban on not
only Armenia’s citizens but also ethnic
Armenians from other countries. It
regarded any Armenian presence on
Azerbaijani soil as a security risk and
an affront to the country’s territorial
integrity.

Yerkanian described as “unprec-
edented” the fact that Baku allowed a
Karabakh TV employee into the coun-
try and did not prevent the three

WASHINGTON, DC -- Many
were perplexed and outraged when,
right after clashing with Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan in a heated
Oval Office meeting on Nov. 13, Re-
publican Sen. Lindsey Graham hurried
back to the Senate floor and did some-
thing that likely delighted Erdogan.
Grahamblocked a resolution that would
have formally recognized Turkey's
genocide of the Armenian people,
axios.com reports.

Grahamhadjustscolded Erdogan
over his invasion of Syria and attacks
on the Kurds, according to sources in
the room. Erdogan pulled out his iPad
and showed the Oval Office group a
propaganda video depicting the leader
of the primarily Kurdish Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces as a terrorist.

The South Carolina Republican
then chided him over the clip. "Well,
do you want me to go get the Kurds to
make one about what you've done?" he
said.

What happened next, which has
not been previously reported: As Gra-
ham was leaving the Oval Office, se-
nior White House staff asked him to
return to the Senate and block the
Armenian genocide resolution — a
measure that would have infuriated
Erdogan. Graham confirmed this in a
phone interview on Saturday.

"After the meeting, we kind of

huddled up and talked about what hap-
pened," he said. A White House legis-
lative affairs official told Graham that
Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) was going to
bring up his Armenian genocide reso-
lution and asked if Graham could
"please object."

"I said sure," Graham said. "The
only reason I did it is because he
[Erdogan] was still in town. ... That
would've been poor timing. I'm trying
to salvage the relationship if possible."

Asked whether he felt uncom-
fortable blocking the Armenian geno-
cideresolution, Grahamreplied: "Yeah.
Because I like Bob [Menendez]. He's
been working on this for years, but |
did think with the president of Turkey
in town that was probably more than
the market would bear."

"I'm not going to object next
time," Graham added.

The "next time" happened last
week. Menendez and his Republican
Senate colleague Ted Cruz introduced
the Armenian genocide resolution
again. This time, the White House
asked another Republican Senate ally,
David Perdue, to block it.

"Senator Perdue objected due to
concerns that passage of the resolu-
tion would jeopardize the sensitive ne-
gotiations going on in the region with
Turkey and other allies," said a Perdue
spokesperson.

Azerbaijani journalists from proceed-
ing to Karabakh from Armenia.

According to the Karabakh For-
eign Ministry, the Azerbaijani delega-
tion toured the formerly Azerbaijani-
populated town of Shushi (Shusha),
met with Karabakh civil society fig-
ures in Stepanakert and visited two
local plants, an information technol-
ogy center and the 13th century
Gandzasar Monastery on November
20-21.

Another Azerbaijani journalist vis-
ited Armenia in February. He wrote a
series of articles about his trip.

The U.S., Russian and French
mediators co-chairing the OSCE Minsk
Group discussed these and other con-

fidence-building measures with Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol PashinYan
and Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev
during a visit to the region in October.
In a joint statement, they welcomed
the “prospect of implementing spe-
cific humanitarian and security mea-
sures to prepare the populations for
peace and reduce tensions.”

Yerkanian suggested that for
the conflicting parties the main pur-
pose of the journalists’ trips was to
see domestic public reactions to
them.“What matters is not what we
were told there or what questioned
we asked there but what kind of
comments and reactions there will
be after our visit,” he said.
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Legendary Soviet Intelligence Officer
Gohar Vardanyan Has Passed Away

MOSCOW — Soviet intelligence
officer Gohar Vardanyan, the wife of
the Hero of the Soviet Union Gevorg
Vardanyan, has passed away aged 93,
the Armenian Embassy in Russia said
in a released statement on Monday.
Gohar Vardanyan was companion in
arms with her prominent husband for
45 years of service.

She was born in 1926 in Gyumri.
In the early 1930s, her family moved
to Iran. At age 16, she entered her
future husband Gevorg Vardanyan’s
anti-fascist group along with which
she lead an active intelligence work.

Gevorgand Gohar Vardanyan are
best known for their major role in
ensuring security at the historic 1943
conference in Tehran which prevented
a Nazi Germany plot to assassinate
Josef Stalin, Franklin Delano Roosevelt
and Winston Churchill. Working under
code-names, the Vartanyans led a spy
group which is believed to have ex-
posed hundreds of agents working for
Nazi Germany’s intelligence in Iran.

According to the Russian For-

eign Intelligence Service (SVR), the
Vartanyans also infiltrated in 1942 a
British spy school in Tehran that alleg-
edly trained agents for undercover
operations in the Soviet Union. Gevorg
continued to operate for the Soviet
intelligence abroad, in tandem with his
wife Gohar, after World War II.

Gevorg Vardanyan’s name is
mentioned in the list of best 100 spies
worldwide. He is also known for his
Italian missions that he completed to-
gether with his wife Gevorg and Gohar
Vardanyans names were decrypted in
2000.

The Armenian government has
declared that Gevorg and Gohar
Vartanyan “stood by independent Ar-
menia” during the Nagorno-Karabakh
war and helped to strengthen its intel-
ligence service “with advice and assis-
tance.”

Gevorg Vartanyan received an
Armenian state award, the Order of
Honor in 2009. Gohar Vardanyan was
awarded by the Armenian Defense
Ministry in 2013.

Fugitive Armenian Ex-Lawmaker
Arrested in Russia

MOSCOW — A notorious busi-
nessman and former parliamentarian
who had close ties to Armenia’s former
leadership has been arrested in Russia
one year after being charged with or-
ganizing anarmed robbery in Yerevan.

According to the Armenian po-
lice, Levon Sargsyan was tracked
down and detained on Thursday in
Zelenograd, atown 47 kilometers north-
west of Moscow. A police statement
issued on Friday said his arrest was the
result of “large-scale” joint investiga-
tive actions taken by Russian and Ar-
menian law-enforcement bodies.

Sargsyan, who is better known
to Armenians as “Alraghatsi Lyov,”
held a seat in the Armenian parliament
from1999-2012. The 51-year-old busi-
nessman officially represented former
President Serzh Sarkisian’s Republi-
can Party of Armenia (HHK) in the
National Assembly from2007-2012.

Sargsyan has been on the run
since another Armenian law-enforce-
ment body, the National Security Ser-
vice (NSS), indicted him in October
2018. The NSS said that he master-
minded the 2008 robbery at a house of
Armen Avetiyan, a former chief of the

Armenian customs service. It claimed
that Sargsyan hired an armed gang to
break into the house and steal cash and
precious items kept there because of
his personal feud with Avetisyan.

Ten alleged members of the gang
were arrested, tried and given lengthy
prison sentences in 2011.

The NSS prosecuted Sargsyan in
connection with the robbery six months
after a popular uprising that toppled
Serzh Sarkisian. It searched his house
and claimed to have found large quan-
tities of weapons, including an assault
rifleand rocket-propelled grenades, and
ammunition there.
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World Bank Supports Armenian Reforms
with New Loan of $50 Million

YEREVAN — The World Bank’s
Board of Executive Directors approved
Thursday a new, EUR 45.8 million
(US $50 million) loan for the Armenia
Governance Development Policy Op-
eration (DPO), a budget support op-
eration, the press office of the World
Bank reports.

The low-interest loan repayable
in over 25 years is part of $146
million in foreign funding which is
due to finance about half of the
country’s state budget deficit pro-
jected for this year.

The operation supports the
government’s actions to strengthen
economic, fiscal, and public sector
governance by improving pro-compe-
tition, pro-trade and streamlined qual-
ity regulations and processes, enhanc-
ing efficiency of revenue mobilization
and public investment and strengthen-
ing anti-corruption initiatives and the
performance of the justice sector and
the civil service.

The WB says in its news release
that the new lending comes on the
heels of the widespread protests against
weak governance and corruption in
2018 that culminated with the peaceful
and historic Velvet Revolution. The
newly elected government, armed with
a strong mandate for change, has put
forward an ambitious five-year re-
form program, which aims to improve
competitiveness and spur economic
growth while meeting the people’s
demands for good governance, greater
transparency, accountability and ef-
fective public services.

“This operation prioritizes core
governance reforms, initial steps which
set the foundations for longer-term
reforms in a number of areas,” Sylvie
Bossoutrot, World Bank Country Man-
ager for Armenia, is quoted in the
WB’s news release. “Itis anchored in

the 2019-23 government program and
the Bank’s Country Partnership Frame-
work for 2019-23, which highlight
governance as a cross-cutting founda-
tion. It focuses on those areas where
strategic relevance, impact, and re-
form sustainability are high and where
it can support building blocks for deeper
change.”

The World Bank official also
praised Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan’s government for rais-
ing the salaries of some public sec-
tor workers and planning to boost
government spending on education
and healthcare next year.

Fiscal consolidation and expen-
diture efficiency are supported by mea-
sures to improve tax administration
and establish a sounder public invest-
ment management system. Improved
public sector governance would be
strengthened by supporting a package
of anti-corruption measures and en-
hancing the performance of the justice
sector and civil service.

The latest allocation raised to more
than $2.4 billion the total amount of
World Bank loans received by Armenia
since 1992. The country’s total public
debt stood at $7.1 billion, or just over
50 percent of GDP, as of last month.

PM Pashinyan Vows Punishment

Continued frompage 1

Armenia’s ambassador to the Vatican
from 2013 to 2018.

Minasyan was sacked in Novem-
ber 2018 six months after the Pashinian-
led “Velvet Revolution” that toppled
Sarkisian. The 41-year-old enjoyed con-
siderable political and economic influ-
ence in Armenia throughout Sarkisian’s
decade-long rule. He apparently left the
country after his sacking.

Minasyan increasingly attacks
Armenia’s current leadership and
Pashinyan in particular with articles
posted on his Facebook page and dis-
seminated by Armenian media outlets
believed to be controlled by him.

Pashinyan indicated in Septem-
ber that Minasyan might be indicted in
connection with the sale of “one of

Armenia’s strategic facilities” located
in the northern Lori province.
Pashinyan said he should “return to
Armenia and answer questions” from
investigators. Sources told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service afterwards that the
facility in question is a medium-sized
hydroelectric plant.

Prosecutors said in May that the
plant was privatized in 2010 at a frac-
tion of its market value. They have
brought no criminal charges against
Minasyan so far.

Minasyan’s father Ara is a re-
nowned doctor who ran a state hospi-
talin Yerevanuntil the Armenian Health
Ministry accused him of embezzle-
ment in July 2018. Ara Minasyan
strongly denied the allegations. He ap-
parently fled Armenia before being for-
mally charged in November 2018.
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UCLA to Launch The Promise Armenian
Institute to Advance Scholarship
on Armenia and Diaspora

UCLA plans to launch The
Promise Armenian Institute, an en-
tity that will establish a world-class
research center and platform for
public outreach about Armenia while
integrating and expanding the
university’s existing Armenian
studies offerings and connections
to that country.

The first initiative of its size and
scope, the interdisciplinary institute
will have a home in the UCLA Interna-
tional Institute and will focus activities
around two pillars. The first pillar is
the Center for Armenian Studies, which
will attract top faculty and visiting
lecturers, support graduate and
postdoctoral research on Armenian

the country’s public health; and cul-
tural heritage partnerships with the
National Library of Armenia on digital
projects. Ongoing and future cultural
programs include art exhibitions, film
screenings, music performances and
other events featuring Armenian art-
ists.

The institute, which has been in
the planning phase for several years,
is being created with a $20 million gift
from the estate of well-known phi-
lanthropist and entrepreneur Kirk
Kerkorian. Before his death in 2015,
Kerkorian financed and served as
executive producer of the film “The
Promise,” a personal passion project
raising awareness of the 1915 Arme-

studies and provide funding for lan-
guage classes. Building on an in-depth
study of Armenian society, culture and
history — including scholarship about
the 1915 Armenian genocide and the
worldwide diaspora — the center will
provide the academic foundation for
the institute’s second pillar, Programs
for Public Impact.

Programs for Public Impact will
coordinate new and ongoing projects
in archaeology, the arts, business and
law, engineering, health policy and
medicine, information technology and
social policy, leveraging UCLA’s ex-
pertise to strengthen communities in
Los Angeles, in Armenia, and through-
out the diaspora. Among existing
UCLA efforts that already contribute
to this mission are the Armenian Ge-
nome Project, which includes the
study of genetics and familial dis-
eases; faculty collaboration with the
Armenian Health Ministry to improve

nian genocide. When the movie
opened in 2017, proceeds and gifts
inspired by the campaign around the
film supported a number of chari-
table causes, including The Promise
Institute for Human Rights at UCLA
School of Law.

“The Promise” and the Emmy-
nominated companion documentary
“Intent to Destroy” have been used
extensively in educational campaigns
over the past two years, and in
October, the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives overwhelmingly passed a
resolution recognizing the Armenian
genocide.

Campus and community leaders
announced the new institute at a re-
ception Tuesday. Attendees included
businesswoman Kim Kardashian, “The
Promise” actor Christian Bale, writer-
director Terry George, producer Mike
Medavoy, and tennis icon and philan-
thropist Andre Agassi.

Society for Armenian Studies Announces
Winners of Outstanding Book Award

ROVING REVOLUTIONARIES

Armenians and the Connected Revolutions in the Russian,
Iranian, and Ottoman Worlds

HOURI BERBERIAN

-

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies (SAS) announced that Houri
Berberian’s Roving Revolutionaries:
Armenians and the Connected Revolu-
tions in the Russian, Iranian, and Otto-
man Worlds (Oakland: UCPress, 2019)
and Heghnar Zeitlian Watenpaugh’s
The Missing Pages: The Modern Life
of'a Medieval Manuscript, from Geno-
cide to Justice (Stanford University
Press) have been chosen as the recipi-
ents of the Der Mugrdechian SAS
Outstanding Book Award for 2018-
2019. An honorable mention has been
awarded to James Barry’s Armenian
Christians in Iran: Ethnicity, Religion,
and Identity in the Islamic Republic
(Cambridge University Press, 2018).

Established in 2015, the “Der

MISSING

HEGHNAR ZAEITLIAN WATENPAUGH

Mugrdechian SAS Outstanding Book
Award” accepts nominations for works
that advance knowledge and scholar-
ship on Armenian society, culture, and
history from ancient times to the present.
Professor Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
Director of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at California State University,
Fresno and a past President of SAS, has
generously offered to sponsor the award
for the next five years.

According to the selection com-
mittee, both Roving Revolutionaries
and The Missing Pages demonstrated
substantive knowledge and an overall
high level of scholarship. The “Der
Mugrdechian SAS Outstanding Book
Award” covered works published in
2018 to 2019. Berberian and Zeitlian
Watenpaugh will each receive a $500
monetary award from SAS and re-
ceive a certificate of recognition.

In her book Roving Revolution-

PAGES Lin

aries, Berberian probes the intercon-
nected aspects of the Russian Revolu-
tion of 1905, the Iranian Revolution
1905-1911, and the Young Turk Revo-
lution of 1908 and the role of the
Armenian revolutionaries. The move-
ments of these Armenians and their
participation within and across fron-
tiers provides us a unique global in-
sight into the major transformations
that shaped the modern period.
Through extensive archival work,
Berberian examines the circulation of
revolutionary ideas, revolutionaries,
and printed material. By doing so she
provides a novel approach to our un-
derstanding of revolutions and revolu-
tionary movements.

Houri Berberian is Professor of

History, Meghrouni Family Presiden-
tial Chair in Armenian Studies, and
Director of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at the University of California,
Irvine.

In The Missing Pages Heghnar
Zeitlian Watenpaugh reconstructs the
life of the Zeytun Gospel from the
medieval period until its final destina-
tion in the J. Paul Getty Museum.
Though an analysis of the biography
of the manuscript, she tells the larger
story of the Armenians and the suffer-
ing they endured during the Armenian
Genocide and its aftermath. Following
the journey of the missing pages of the
manuscript, Zeitlian Watenpaugh
weaves together a beautiful story of an
art work from resilience to the will to
survive extermination against all odds.

Heghnar Zeitlian Watenpaugh is
Professor of Art History at the Univer-
sity of California, Davis
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Laura McKenzie to Emcee 2nd Annual
Armenian American Museum Gala

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California has announced that
award-winning television personality
and Emmy nominated travel host Laura
McKenzie will serve as the Master of
Ceremonies at their 2nd Annual Gala.
The highly anticipated sold-out event
will be held on Sunday, December 8,
2019 at The Beverly Hilton in Beverly
Hills, California.

“I am so excited to host the 2nd
Annual Armenian American Museum
Gala as the Master of Ceremonies for
the evening,” stated Laura McKenzie.
“It is an honor to be part of a project
that will celebrate and preserve the
rich culture, heritage, and history of
the Armenian people for generations
to come.”

Laura McKenzie is an award-
winning television host, actress, writer,
producer, and director. McKenzie has
starred in numerous TV shows, spe-
cials, motion pictures, and commer-
cials. She has received dozens of
awards including two Emmy nomina-
tions and a Gracie Award for her syn-
dicated television series, “Laura
McKenzie’s Traveler,” which featured
a widely watched episode on Armenia.

McKenzie has written and pro-
duced hundreds of episodes of televi-
sion, including 42 home videos on
travel, plus travel series for the Dis-
covery Channel, ESPN, and Travel
Channel. She co-hosted “World’s Fun-
niest Moments” and 10 seasons of
“American Adventurer” with Erik
Estrada, with whom she reunites for
the annual Hollywood Christmas Pa-
rade benefiting Toys for Tots. She

produces the syndicated series “Eliza-
beth Stanton’s Great Big World” and is
co-hosting “The 2019 Christmas Car-
oler Challenge” series with Dean Cain
for the CW Network. She also Execu-
tive produces the Emmy nominated
sitcom “This Just In!” for POP-TV
and six drama series for Popstar!TV
currently being filmed in Armenia.

Hundreds of supporters, commu-
nity leaders, and public officials are ex-
pected to attend the 2nd Annual Armenian
American Museum Gala on Sunday, De-
cember 8, 2019. The signature event of
the year will celebrate and support the
landmark project as it approaches its
historic groundbreaking year.

The distinguished honorees of
the 2nd Annual Gala include former
U.S. Secretary of Navy and Assistant
Secretary of Defense Paul R. Ignatius,
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Kathryn Barger, and Brownstein Hyatt
Farber Schreck Senior Partner Ken-
neth L. Khachigian.

Aysenur Korkmaz to Present ‘No Place Like
Home’ at Ararat-Eskijian Museum

MISSION HILLS — The Ararat-
Eskijian Museum is pleased to an-
nounce an upcoming presentation ‘No
Place Like Home’: Ergir and the Ex-
Ottoman Armenians in Soviet Arme-
nia, by Aysenur Korkmaz, a PH.D.
researcher at the University of
Amsterdam, European studies. Sun-
day December 08, 2019, 4PM Ararat-
Eskijian Museum/Sheen Chapel 15105
Mission Hills Rd., Mission Hills Ca
91345.

This talk explores spatial attach-
ments among the ex-Ottoman Arme-
nians who survived the Armenian geno-
cide and settled in their ‘new home-
land’, Soviet Armenia. It addresses the
question of how the refugees dealt
with loss and displacement and re-
flected on their former hometowns,
referred to as ‘Ergir’, a spatial con-
struct denoting a symbolic ‘Armenian
homeland’ or a ‘local homeland’ in
Anatolia. I argue that the refugees
conceptualized Ergir not only in rela-
tion to their expulsion but also the
socio-political factors that influenced
them in Soviet Armenia in three peri-
ods. The first era of reflection on Ergir
was the 1920s and 1930s, replete with
nostalgic sentiments. The second was
the suppression of the theme of Ergir,
between 1936-1960, particularly dur-
ing political crackdowns in Stalin’s
era. The third period saw the revival of

Ergir and marked a new phase in the
conceptualizations of ‘homeland’ in
which the displacement from Anatolia
in 1915-1916 and the Stalinist purges
have been enmeshed into one tragedy
of the ex-Ottoman Armenians.
Aysenur Korkmaz is a Ph.D.
researcher at the University of
Amsterdam, European Studies. She
gained her master’s degree at Central
European University, Nationalism
Studies with honors. Her main areas
of interest are the late Ottoman Em-
pire, Soviet Armenia, as well as an-
thropological concepts of homeland,
sacralization, and materiality. She
published several articles on the
Hamidian Massacres, and the lives of
Ottoman Armenian intellectuals in the
nineteenth century, and the Armenian

The Zoryan Institute Joint Academic and
Corporate Board Meeting

TORONTO — Zoryan Institute
Board Members from North America,
South America, Europe, and Armenia
converged in Toronto for a joint aca-
demic and corporate board meeting.
Roger Smith, the Chairperson of the
Academic Board, who has been in-
volved with the Institute for nearly
four decades, opened the meeting.
Having witnessed many of the suc-
cesses and challenges of the Institute
himself, he stated,

Following the opening remarks,
Professor Varouj Aivazian of the Uni-
versity of Toronto, the Chairperson of
the Corporate Board, introduced and
welcomed three new corporate board
members. Each new member will play
an integral role in contributing to the
global expansion of the Zoryan mis-
sion with Mr. Federico Gaitan
Hairabedian in Argentina, Amb. Armen
Yeganian in Armenia, and Mr. Diran
Avedian in Montreal, Canada. Chair-
man Aivazian then introduced the new
Advisor of Academic Affairs of the
Institute, Professor Alina Gharabegian
of New Jersey University, who will be
acting in an advisory capacity to the
board members, staff, and president.

The Board then reviewed a few
of the Institute’s major initiatives, ac-
complished over the past twelve
months:

The Genocide and Human Rights
University Program: The Course Di-
rector, Professor Joyce Apsel of New
York University, referred to the suc-
cess of the program since 2002, with
over 400 graduates to date, and called
for the expansion of scholarships to
reach out to more students in financial
need, especially in developing coun-
tries.

The International Symposium on
Transitional Justice: Member of the
Academic Board of the Institute, Pro-
fessor William Schabas of Middlesex
University, helped facilitate the sym-
posium by bringing together a team of
internationally recognized specialists
of transitional justice as panelists to
this symposium, organized by the
Zoryan Institute and the AUA, held in
Yerevan, Armenia.

Armenia’s Transformation in a
Comparative Context: Restarting De-
mocratization: Professor Alina
Gharabegian of New Jersey Univer-
sity, the Institute’s Academic Advi-
sor, described the purpose of the re-

cent Conference hosted in partnership
with the AUA and supported by the
Gulbenkian Foundation. She high-
lighted the daring objective of interna-
tional scholars assessing the Velvet
Revolution from a comparative and
multidisciplinary lens approximately
one year after the parliamentary elec-
tion of 2018.

The Board then shifted its focus
towards the future direction of the
Institute, that led the Board to an in-
depth discussion of how the Zoryan
Institute might maintain the key areas
of focus upon which is was founded
while integrating current and potential
topics such as gender and women’s
rights, artificial intelligence, the chang-
ing environment, population growth,
and mass migration.

Bringing the board meeting to a
close, Greg Sarkissian, the President
of the Institute, highlighted that the
success Zoryan has had is a result of
the contributions made by its scholars,
specialists, board members, staff, and
volunteers. He compelled the board to
continuously and systematically re-
examine and re-assess the work of the
Institute and its mission. He empha-
sized the integral role that board mem-
bers and staff play in determining the
future of the Institute.

He then summarized, “Why the
Institute continues with its mission
today and remains a pioneer in its fields
for nearly four decades—because those
who interact with the work of the
Institute leave with inspiration, are
more empowered through the tools of
history and education, and are eager to
transform this knowledge into practi-
cal steps which benefit the people and
the world around them. The board
members are the human pillars of this
Institute, and the stronger they are in
their knowledge, the more they can
contribute, and the better the Institute
is.”

The board meeting concluded on
a forward-looking note with its mem-
bers working to consolidate their ideas
into actionable points and narrowing in
on the future direction of the Institute.
This productive and energetic meeting
has set the tone for the coming years,
with some of the greatest minds eager
to push forward the mission of the
Zoryan Institute through research,
education, and raising awareness
worldwide.

genocide. Korkmaz’s current doctoral
research explores the post-genocide
articulations of the Armenian home-
land (Ergir), through materiality and
rituals.

Free admission and open to the
public.

For more information call the
Ararat-Eskijian Museum at 747-500-
7584 or e-mail Eskijian@ararat-
eskijian-museum.com.

Live Stream through Ararat-
Eskijian Museum.com Website or
Facebook
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ARMENIA FUND’S

TELETHON 2019

NOVEMBER 28

INTERNATIONAL THANKSGIVING DAY

U

U

T g boloved frrenis

#TelethonArmenia2019

10AM TO 8PM PST FIRST 4 HOURS LIVE FROM YEREVAN, ARMENIA!

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO & BAY AREA
KGMC-DT Ch. 43.1 KVMD Ch 31.1 | DirecTV Ch. 31 KTSF OTA Ch. 26.1 | DirecTV Ch. 26
Comcast Ch. 10 | Dish Network Ch. 43 | Dish Ch. 31 | AT&T U-Verse Ch. 31 Dish Network Ch. 26
AT&T U-Verse Ch. 43 Spectrum/Charter Ch. 21, 23, 32, 721 Comcast Ch. 8
DirecTV Ch. 43 Cox Ch. 63 | Verizon FiOS Ch. 23 AT&T U-verse Ch. 8

10 HOUR LIVE WEBCAST AT WWW.ARMENIAFUND.ORG

V//

Ei £ oD ArmeniaFund 4
Facebook.com/ArmeniaFund Twitter.com/ArmeniafFund  instagram.com/Armeniafund  YouTube.com/ArmeniaFundUS e

VISIT & DONATE: www.ArmeniaFund.org or Call:1-800-888-8897
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ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

2ND INENRTY-NE

Senior Partner

Hundreds of supporters, comm
public officials are expecte |
2nd Annual Armenian American Mt : X
Sunday, December 8, 2019. The si_ghéture'w event
of the year will celebrate and support the
landmark project as it approaches its
historic groundbreaking year.

FOR MORE INFORMATION | WWW.AAMGALA.ORG | (818) 644-2073
BUILDING TOGETHER. LEAVING A LEGACY.

np 2p




