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US Senate Passes Armenian Genocide Resolution with Unanimous Consent
Trump Administration Sides with Turkey Rejecting the Vote

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

OB MENENDEZ

@SenatorMenendez

WASHINGTON - Senator Bob
Menendez (D-N.J.), Ranking Member
of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, and Senator Ted Cruz (R-T.X),
led the way for the Senate to pass S.
Res. 150 by Unanimous Consent. The
legislation formally recognizes the Ar-
menian Genocide.

Today was Menendez’s fourth
attempt in the last month to get the
Senate to pass the resolution and af-
firm the historical facts of the geno-
cide, 104 years after it occurred.

“ACA extends its gratitude to
Senators Menendez and Cruz for their
tireless efforts in getting S Res 150
passed unanimously in the US Senate,”
said Armenian Council of America
Chairman Sevak Khatchadorian. “With
the earlier passage of the Armenian

e —— ]

Genocide resolution in the House, and
today, the Senate, our decades-long
work of advocacy towards this issue
has paid off and we are proud that the
US government has chosen humanity
over geopolitics.”

Previously, every time the Reso-
lution was put on the Senate floor, a
Republican Senator, urged by the White
House, blocked it. Under the Senate’s
rules any senator can ask to pass a
resolution. As long as another senator
doesn’t object, the measure will clear
the chamber.

“Today’s historic vote in the
US Senate affirming the Armenian
Genocide, the first ever held in the
upper chamber, is the culmination
of decades of work by Armenian
Americans and elected officials who

PM Pashinyan Hails U.S. Senate Recognition
of the Armenian Genocide, Blasts Turkey

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan thanked the U.S. Con-
gress on Friday for recognizing the
1915 Armenian genocide in Ottoman
Turkey, saying that resolutions adopted
by it will help to reduce Turkish threat
to Armenia’s security.

“Onbehalfofthe Armenian people
I want to say words of appreciation to
all members of the U.S. Senate,” said
Pashinyan. “I also want to say words
of appreciation to members of the
House of Representatives. As you
know, the House of Representatives
also adopted at the end of October a
resolution recognizing the Armenian
genocide.”

“For us, international recogni-
tion of the Armenian genocide also has
a security component,” he told gov-
ernment officials in Yerevan. “This
process is important in terms of ensur-
ing the security of our country and
people.”

Pashinyan charged that Turkey’s
continuing denial of the genocide
coupled with its economic blockade of
Armenia pose a serious security threat
to his country. He accused Ankara of
also pursuing “aggressive policies”

towards Turkey’s virtually all other
neighbors.

“The international community
should express a clear position on
Turkey’s actions and also encourage
Turkey to reappraise and reconsider
its role in our region,” he said.

The resolution drew universal
praise from Armenia and its world-
wide Diaspora. Pashinyan called it a
“historic event” immediately after its
passage on Thursday.

As well as blasting Ankara the
following morning, the prime minister
made clear that just like the previous
Armenian governments his adminis-
tration stands for normalizing Turk-
ish-Armenian relations “without pre-
conditions.” “We have said that for us
recognition of the Armenian genocide
is not on the agenda of our relations
with Turkey,” he said.

Turkey continues to make the
establishment of diplomatic relations
and opening of its border with Ar-
menia conditional on a resolution of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict ac-
ceptable to Azerbaijan. Turkish lead-
ers regularly reaffirm this precondi-
tion.

together overcame and soundly re-
jected the longest campaign of state
sponsored genocide denial on human
history.” stated Taniel Koushakjian as
ACA’s Washington D.C. Representa-
tive.

“Today’s vote puts America on
the right side of history. Today’s vote
gives Armenian Americans a stronger
sense of pride and acceptance now
that our government recognizes our
history and our existence. Even more,
today’s vote helps to heal our century
old wounds and gives hope to millions
of people around the world who are
fighting for their rights and freedoms.”
added Koushakjian.

The Armenian genocide resolu-
tion passed the House in a 405-11 vote
on October 29, 2019.

On Tuesday, the US State De-
partment rebuked the Senate’s latest
resolution, releasing a statement that
the administration continues to view
the events as “one of the worst mass
atrocities.”

“The position of the Administra-
tion has not changed,” State Depart-
ment spokeswoman Morgan Ortagus
said in a statement. “Our views are
reflected in the President’s definitive
statement on this issue fromlast April.”

The global Armenian Remem-

brance Day is marked on April 24 each
year and was commemorated by Presi-
dent Trump with a statement recog-
nizing that beginning in 1915, more
than 1.5 million Armenians were “de-
ported, massacred or marched to their
deaths” under the rule of the Ottoman
Empire.

The president, joining Turkey,
did not describe the events as a geno-
cide.

The Senate vote came after the
House approved the measure last
month, with a vote that came while
Trump and Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan were meeting in the
Oval Office.

Following the Senate vote last
week, Erdogan threatened to recog-
nize the killing of Native Americans by
European settlers in America, as they
moved across the country and dis-
placed and killed entire populations.

“We should oppose [the US] by
reciprocating such decisions in parlia-
ment. And that is what we will do,”
Erdogan said during an interview on
the pro-government A Haber news
channel.

“Can we speak about America
without mentioning [Native Ameri-
cans]? It is a shameful moment in US
history,” he continued.

Turkey Lashes at US Over Armenian
Genocide Resolution, Summons Envoy

ANKARA — Turkey has reacted
angrily to the US Senate move to unani-
mously pass on Thursday a resolution
recognizing the 1915 Armenian Geno-
cide in the Ottoman Empire.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu called the vote a “political
show” on social media, adding that “it
is not legally binding and it has no
validity whatsoever.”

Cavusoglu said those who use
history for political purposes are
“cowards who do not want to face
the truth.”

Turkey’s foreign ministry also
issued a statement stating that the reso-
lution is devoid of “historical aware-
ness and any legal base. The resolution
itselfis neither legally binding nor valid.”

“This resolution of the Senate is
one of the disgraceful examples of
politicization of history. However, those
who exploit history by disregarding
reality for their political interests will
never achieve their aims,” it added.

This resolution, at the same time,
is a damaging effort aiming at inter-
rupting the endeavors to develop Turk-
ish-U.S. relations, the ministry
stressed, adding “Turkey’s efforts to
protect her vital interests in the region
will resolutely continue without being
affected from such unjust and tactless
resolutions.”

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s chief foreign policy advisor
and spokesman Ibrahim Kalin strongly
condemned and rejected the Senate
vote. “This decision that we declare
null and void will not change Turkey’s
right and determined stance on any
political, military and economic field,”
he stressed.

Meanwhile the Turkish Foreign
Ministry summoned U.S. Ambassador
to Ankara David Satterfield on Dec. 13.

Speaking to David Satterfield,
Sedat Onal, deputy foreign minister,
voiced Turkey’s strong criticism of
the resolution, said the sources, who
asked not to be named due to restric-
tions on talking to the media.
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Armenian Government Approves Bill on
Confiscation of Illegally Acquired Property

YEREVAN — The government
of Armenia has approved today a bill
calling for the confiscation of illegally
acquired property. Justice Minister
Rustam Badasyan said the bill was
drafted after exploring the relevant
experience of many other countries.

He said confiscation of illegally
acquired property is spelled out both in
international treaties and related docu-
ments. The proposed package of
changes enable authorized bodies (
part of the office of prosecutor gen-
eral) to investigate and ask courts to
nationalize those assets that do not
correspond to legal incomes of current
and former state officials as well as
other persons.

Badasyan said investigations may
be launched as part of a criminal in-
quiry that would reveal illegally ac-
quired property. The authorized body
will be given maximum a three-year
period to investigate the case and sub-
mit a file to a court. The confiscation
of illegally acquired property could be
carried only on the basis of a court
verdict, he said.

Badasyan said the bill applies also
to property, not owned by the defen-
dant, but used by him/her on the regu-
lar basis.

According to the changes, the
court may free part of property so that
the defendant resolve his/her housing

problem and pay for the services of a
lawyer.

“At a certain stage, it would be
possible to conclude an amicable
agreement, however, its subject could
not be less than 75% of the cost of
the ungrounded property,” the min-
ister said.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
has repeatedly advocated a legislation
that would allow to confiscate illegally
acquired assets as part of his anti-
corruption agenda. In his words, from
the position of the European Court of
Human Rights, such confiscation is a
normal practice in the fight against
corruption.

Czech Authorities Agree to Extradite Fugitive
Nephew of Former President Serzh Sarkisian

YEREVAN — Authorities in the
Czech Republic have agreed to extra-
dite to Armenia a fugitive nephew of
former President Serzh Sarkisian ac-
cused of illegal arms possession and
drug trafficking, Armenian prosecu-
tors said on Tuesday.

Narek Sarkisian fled Armenia
shortly before his family’s expensive
mansion in Yerevan was searched by
the National Security Service (NSS) in
July 2018. The NSS claimed that he
asked one of his friends to hide his
illegally owned guns, cocaine and other
drugs in a safer place. It released video
showing two suitcases purportedly
filled with those items.

Investigators found in the villa
large amounts of cash, jewelry items
as well as over a dozen drawings by
the 20th century Armenian painter
Martiros Saryan. They said Narek
Sarkisian had fraudulently obtained the
artworks from Saryan’s descendants.

The 38-year-old was detained by
police in Prague in December 2018 and
has since been facing extradition to
Armenia. He reportedly produced dur-
ing the arrest a fake Guatemalan pass-
port identifying him as Franklin
Gonzalez.

According to a spokesman for
Armenia’s Prosecutor-General Artak
Davtian, a Czech court allowed Narek
Sarkisian’s extradition this summer
while leaving it to the Czech Justice
Ministry to make a final decision on his
fate.

“We have now been officially
notified that the [extradition] request
has been finally granted,” the official,
Gor Abrahamian, told RFE/RL’s Ar-

menian service. He said the prosecu-
tors have already instructed the Arme-
nian police to organize the suspect’s
transfer to Armenia.

The confiscated artworks also led
to fraud charges leveled against Narek’s
controversial father and the former
Armenian president’s brother, Aleksandr
Sarkisian. The latter avoided imprison-
ment after donating $30 million to the
state early this year. The sum was held
in his bank account frozen in a separate
criminal investigation.

Serzh Sarkisian’s second brother,
Levon, also fled the country shortly
after a popular uprising that toppled
the ex-president in April 2018. Levon
Sarkisian was initially accused of “ille-
gal enrichment.” Law-enforcement
authorities brought new and more se-
rious corruption accusations against
him in September. He denied any
wrongdoing through a lawyer.

The authorities went on to pros-
ecute Serzh Sarkisian as well. The 65-
year-old ex-president was charged with
embezzlement last week. He rejected
the accusation as baseless and politi-
cally motivated.

Popular Support For Armenian Government
Still Strong, New Poll Shows
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YEREVAN — A new nationwide
poll of Armenia by the International
Republican Institute’s (IRI) Center for
Insights in Survey Research shows
strong support for the government’s
anti-corruption efforts and an optimis-
tic view of the country’s trajectory.

The survey financed by the U.S.
Agency for International Development
(USAID), was conducted in Septem-
ber and October by the Baltic Survey/
The Gallup Organization and the Ar-
menian Sociological Association
(ASA). 1,200 randomly interviewed
people across Armenia took part in
the survey.

“Recent charges against former
high-level Armenian officials highlights
how serious the problem of corruption
was under the previous regime,” said
Stephen Nix, IRI Regional Director
for Eurasia. “It is encouraging to see
that the data reflects a positive view
of the new government’s anti-cor-
ruption efforts.”

Poll results indicate that Arme-
nians have a positive view of the fu-
ture, with 70 percent feeling optimistic
about the future of the country, and 62
percent saying that the country is go-
ing in the right direction. Satisfaction
with the government remains strong,
with approval for the work of the
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s
governmnet and the National Assem-
bly at 76 percent and 63 percent,
respectively.

Accordingly, 55 percent of those
polled said they would vote for
Pashinyan’s My Step bloc if Armenia
held general elections next Sunday,
down from 59 percent recorded by the
previous IRI poll conducted in May.
Businessman Gagik Tsarukyan’s Pros-
perous Armenia Party (BHK) would
finish second with 19 percent, fol-
lowed by another opposition party,
Bright Armenia. The latter would get 6
percent of the vote, said the pollsters.

Despite the general positivity,
some concerning trends are beginning
to emerge. The proportion of respon-

dents citing job creation (38 percent,
up from 30 percent) and socio-eco-
nomic issues (29 percent, up from 18
percent) as key priorities continues to
increase, as does the proportion of
people citing poor management as the
top governmental failure (up five points,
to 27 percent). Nix stated that, “even
though the government has delivered
well on anti-corruption reforms, we
see signs that the population is con-
cerned over progress in the socio-
economic field.”

The Armenian populace also
shows a strong interest in judicial re-
form and the implementation of transi-
tional justice. Eighty-two percent think
that judicial reform should be an im-
portant priority, and 60 percent want
to see the creation of a transitional
justice system to address everything
from corruption and illicit enrichment
to human rights violations and elec-
toral fraud under the previous regime.

Of additional note for a histori-
cally patriarchal society, 96 percent
of Armenians think that all forms of
violence against women ought to be
punishable by law, and 90 percent
believe that the state should abolish
laws and practices that discriminate
against women.

The survey was conducted on
behalf of IRI by Dr. Rasa Alisauskiene
ofthe Baltic Surveys/The Gallup Orga-
nization, with the fieldwork carried out
by the Armenian Sociological Associa-
tion. Data was collected throughout
Armenia between September 20 and
October 13, 2019 through face-to-
face interviews in respondents’ homes.

The sample consisted of 1,200
permanent residents of Armenia aged
18 or older and eligible to vote. It is
representative of the general popula-
tion by age, gender and region. The
margin of error does not exceed plus
or minus three percent for the full
sample, and the response rate was 66
percent. This survey was funded by
the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment.

Hungarian Low-Cost Wizz Air to Launch Flights
from Yerevan to Vienna and Vilnius

In April 2020, the low-cost Hun-
garian airline Wizz Air will start oper-
ating flights from the Armenian capital
city Yerevan to Vienna, Austria and
Vilnius, Lithuania, Andras Rado, the
airline's Corporate Communications

Director, told a news conference to-
day in Yerevan.

He said the airline will operate
two flights a week to each destination.

Continued onpage 4
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More Than $2.2 Million Raised at 2nd
Annual Armenian American Museum Gala

GLENDALE — More than $2.2
million was raised at the 2nd Annual
Armenian American Museum Gala on
Sunday, December 8, 2019 at The
Beverly Hiltonin Beverly Hills, Califor-
nia. Hundreds of supporters, commu-
nity leaders, and public officials at-
tended the signature event of the year
to celebrate and support the landmark
project as it approaches its historic
groundbreaking year.

The program kicked off with the
flag ceremony conducted by the
Homenetmen scouts and national an-
thems performed by the AGBU Los
Angeles Choir led by Maestro Gayane
Baghdasaryan.

The invocation was conducted by
the museum’s Board of Trustees Co-
Chairs Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
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representing the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church of North America,
Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian rep-
resenting the Western Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, Bishop Mikael
Mouradian representing the Armenian
Catholic Eparchy, and Reverend Berdj
Djambazian representing the Armenian
Evangelical Union of North America.

During the program, the museum
unveiled “The Armenian Legacy,” a
powerful new video starring Fox 11
Morning News Anchor/Reporter
Araksya Karapetyan that showcases
the touchstones of Armenian identity
and highlights how the Armenian
American Museum will help preserve
and celebrate the vibrant history, heri-
tage, and culture of the Armenian people
for generations to come.

Award-winning television person-
ality and Emmy nominated travel host
Laura McKenzie served as the Master
of Ceremonies for the evening and
welcomed the capacity crowd to the
2nd Annual Gala.

Executive Director Shant

Sahakian inspired the audience with
moving remarks on the importance
of building the Armenian American
Museum for the next generation.
During his remarks, he told the story
of a young girl’s transformative ex-
perience walking through the halls
of the museum and he quoted Nelson
Henderson, who once wrote, “the true
meaning of life is to plant trees, under
whose shade you do not expect to sit.”

Executive Chairman Berdj
Karapetian acknowledged the mu-
seum leadership, staff, committee
members, volunteers, benefactors,
sponsors, donors, and supporters
who have generously contributed to
the success of the museum project
and 2nd Annual Gala. He also thanked
the Founder’s Circle, the founding

benefactors of the museum, and the
Legacy Council, transformative bene-
factors who are advancing the mission
of the museum.

During his acknowledgements,
he announced major gifts from bene-
factors including a $100,000 contribu-
tion from Mr. Chris Pogosyan,
$250,000 contribution from Mr. &
Mrs. Vartan and Janet Barsoumian,
and $250,000 contribution from Mr.
& Mrs. Bedros and Anna Oruncakciel.

Following dinner, the capacity
crowd was entertained with a live
musical performance by Greg
Hosharian and the Armenian Pops
Ensemble.

California State Senator Anthony
J. Portantino expressed his excite-
ment for the promise of the cultural
and educational center as it heads
towards its historic groundbreaking
year and acknowledged Governor
Gavin Newsom’s 2019-2020 state
budget which included $5 million in
funding for the project.

U.S. Congressman Adam Schiff,

the co-author of House Resolution 296
Affirming the United States Record on
the Armenian Genocide, expressed his
support for the museum as a place
where people of all backgrounds can

learn about the rich contributions of
the Armenian American community.

Republic of Armenia High Com-
missioner for Diaspora Affairs Zareh
Sinanyan discussed how the museum
embodies an exceptional expression of
hope and preservation of Armenian
identity that will help strengthen both
the Diaspora and reinforce the Repub-
lic of Armenia’s future.

The distinguished honorees of
the 2nd Annual Gala included

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck Se-
nior Partner Kenneth L. Khachigian,
Los Angeles County Supervisor
Kathryn Barger, and former U.S. Sec-
retary of Navy and Assistant Secre-
tary of Defense Paul R. Ignatius.

Kenneth L. Khachigian was hon-
ored for his many accomplishments in
government, politics, and law and
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck’s
pro bono representation of the mu-
seum in its successful negotiations
with the City of Glendale for the $1-
per-year ground lease agreement of
the future site. The award was pre-
sented by Board of Trustees member
Dr. Nazareth Darakjian representing
the Armenian Missionary Association
of America, Board of Trustees mem-
ber Gabriel Moloyan representing Nor
Serount Cultural Association, and Con-
sul General of the Republic of Armenia
in Los Angeles Dr. Armen Baibourtian.

Los Angeles County Supervisor
Kathryn Barger was honored for her
steadfast support of the Armenian
American community and her gener-
ous contribution of $1 million for the
historic project. The award was pre-
sented by Board of Trustees member
Arsho Avakian representing the Arme-

nian Relief Society Western USA,
Board of Trustees representative Dr.
Raffi Balian representing the Nor Or
Charitable Foundation, and California
State Senator Anthony J. Portantino.

Paul R. Ignatius was honored for
his years of dedicated public service
and his inspiration for the Armenian
American Museum Square Foot Cer-
tificate as one of the project’s first
contributors. The award was presented
by Board of Trustees member Talin
Yacoubian representing AGBU West-
ern District, Board of Trustees mem-
ber Avedik Izmirlian representing the
Armenian Cultural Foundation, and
Glendale Mayor Ara Najarian, who
also presented the honoree with a spe-
cial plaque from the City of Glendale.

“The Armenian American Mu-
seum is an important project for the
country as a whole and indeed for the
whole world,” stated Paul Ignatius

during his remarks.

In his closing remarks, Execu-
tive Chairman Berdj Karapetian invited
the Board of Trustees and Gala Com-
mittee to the stage to thank the donors
who generously contributed to the
project during the evening’s dinner.
Together with the leadership of the
organization and the committee mem-
bers who helped make the event pos-
sible, he announced that the museum
had successfully raised more than $2.2
million at the 2nd Annual Gala to a
roaring applause.

Major Gala sponsors included
Bank of America, Mr. & Mrs. Vartan
and Janet Barsoumian, Dickranian
Foundation, GASKA Alliance Foun-
dation, Glumac, JHM Charitable Foun-
dation, Mr. & Mrs. Timmy and Seda
Mardirossian, Massis Kabob,
Mgrublian Center for Human Rights,
New York Life Southern California,
Mr. & Mrs. Bedros and Anna
Oruncakciel, and Mr. Chris Pogosyan.
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Story of a Photo:

Sister Found Her Brother in Der El-Zor
Three Years After the Genocide

The photograph [
depicts a scene of ter- |o
rible ordeals that be- |
fell the Armenian fami- ®
lies during the Arme-
nian Genocide. Or-
phaned, helpless and |
defenseless Armenian
families were sent to
deadly deportations.
On the way to the[
Syrian deserts many
people were dying,
losing their families
and dear ones. ;

This photograph -'_. o
depicts a brother and a |
sister, who had lost §
each other during de-
portation and only three
years later they found
eachother in the desert g
of Der el-Zor. ;

Tens of thou-
sands of Armenian [
families were de- |
stroyed during the [§8
Armenian Genocide.
The whole families [§
were brutally extermi-
nated. Survivors have
lost their wives, hus-
bands, mothers, fa-

thers, sisters and SRt
T

S "w*. 3

brothers. The result of
these exterminations, pursued by the
Ottoman Empire, was not only massa-
cres, forced displacement and loss of
homeland, but also thousands of or-
phans.

Some of the Armenian women,
who were in Turkish harems, refused
to leave their new families, as they had
small children and were unsure if they
could face new ordeals.

Very few of the Armenian chil-
dren, who have survived by miracle,
were “brought back” to the Armenian
identity.

“No human language is strong

or colorful enough to depict such
horrors, or to express the moral and
physical sufferings of these innocent
martyred Armenians until their re-
lease in death. Any survivors, hope-
less wrecks from the frightful mas-
sacres wherein they have seen all
their loved ones perish, sent into
concentration camps where torture
and degradation worse than death
await them”.

Jacques de Morgan

French historian

“Histoire du peuple arménien”,
Paris, 1919, p. 276.

Paros Foundation Announces
SERVICE Armenia 2020 Program

AGMI Foundation Announces 2020
Lemkin Scholarship for Foreign Researchers

YEREVAN — The Armenian
Genocide Museum-Institute founda-
tionannounces 2020 LEMKIN SCHOL-
ARSHIP program for foreign young
researchers and PhD candidates.
Raphael Lemkin scholarship is intended
to extend research on the Armenian
Genocide, promote multilayered re-
search of the theme and engage young
scientists.

The program will enable one up [ =
to 40-year-old foreign PhD students or
young researchers who specialize in
the field of genocide research and work
on their doctoral thesis, to spend one
month in Armenia and conduct their
research at the archives of the Arme-
nian Genocide Museum-Institute, as
well as other local scientific institu-
tions and libraries.

The duration of the scholarship is one month. The AGMI Foundation
will cover travel and accommodation expenses.

The deadline for application is February 15, 2020. The name of the
winner will be known on March 1, 2020.

At the end of the program, the scholarship holder is required to make a
report and present a summary of the work done within the month. He/she will
also submit an article as a result of a research to be considered for publication
in the International Journal of Armenian Genocide Studies within 1 year from

LEMKIN SCHOLARSHIP 2020
WWW.GENOCIDE-MUSEUM.AM

the end of his/her visit to Armenia.

scholarship holder.

— CV or resume

— Two letters of reference

— A filled application form.

Foundation.

A round-table discussion with the Armenian specialists and the AGMI
Foundation researchers will be organized during the program with the

The program will run from April 1.
Required documents for the submission:

— Research proposal (not less than 2 pages)
— List of published works (if any)

The winner will be selected by the Scientific Council of the AGMI

For more info: http://genocide-museum.am/eng/Lemkin-2020.php

2013, The Paros

Since
Foundation’s SERVICE Armenia pro-
gram has taken young people ages 17
to 22 to Armenia for a month-long

service and tour program. This
year’s program will run from June
23 until July 24, 2020.

“Each year SERVICE Armenia

connects young people from through-
out the United States to one another
and to the homeland in a meaningful
and lasting way.” Said Peter Abajian,
Executive Director of The Paros Foun-
dation. “What these young people expe-
rience during this summer often times
shapes their future plans and ambitions.”

In 2019, the SERVICE Armenia
group worked on renovation projects
at the Talin Music School in the town
of Talin, the school in the village of
Zorakan, the Debi Arach Children’s
Center in Gyumri and at the Nor Hadjin
Museum in the village of Nor Hadjin.
In addition to these projects, the group
implemented orphan excursions for
children from the Yerevan Children’s
Home and the Kharpert Home for Spe-
cial Children. Dustin Hochmuth, a
two-time past participant who launched
“Groceries for Gyumri,” led it again
for the second summer. SERVICE
Armenia participants assembled food
packets and distributed them to 50
impoverished families.

“It was an eye-opening experi-
ence walking into the domiks and see-
ing how people were living even 30
years after the massive earthquake.
This alone has taught me to be more
appreciative and grateful for the things

I have.” Said David Bogossian, 2019
SERVICE Armenia participant.
Applications are now available
on The Paros Foundation’s website
for SERVICE Armenia 2020 at
www.parosfoundation.org. The pro-
gram includes tours to historic, reli-
gious and cultural sites in Armenia and
Artsakh, English speaking staff and
guides, safe and well located accom-
modations and transportation combined
with interesting cultural and educa-
tional activities that will ensure all will
have an engaging and memorable ex-
perience. Participants need not be of
Armenian decent; the program is open
to everyon. Knowledge of the Arme-
nian language is not required. Join us
and create a lifetime of great memories
and friends. The deadline to submit the
completed application is April 1, 2020.
Applicants are encouraged to apply
early. Contact Peter Abajian at (310)
400-9061 for more information.

Hungarian Low-Cost Wizz Air

Continued frompage 1

The tickets costing 24.99 euros are
already available for booking online on
the company's website. They can be
booked also through an app. Rado said
the company hopes to launch flights from
Armenia to other destinations as well.
"We operate flights to 130 desti-
nations and are ready to expand the
number of flights from Yerevan," he

said, adding that the company has
acquired new airplanes specifically for
new air routes. Rado emphasized that
the airline's services are convenient
for both private business and tourists.

"The passenger pays only for the
services which he/she needs. If the
passenger does not need food during
the flight, he will not pay. The allow-
able weight of free hand luggage is
only 10 kg," he said.
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Just listed!

=S .

39228 Raphael Ln, Palmdale, CA 93551

+ 3 Bedrooms
+ 2.5 Baths

» 2478 Square Feet
» Year Bult: 1997

» 7096 Square Foot Lot

» 2 car attached garage

Offered at: $475,000

Legacy
Realty

“TEAVE A LASTING IEGACY"

Ezxceptional two story KB home on private cul-de-sac. Fully furnished and move-in
ready. Many uperades throughout, including ceramic tile floors, custom kitchen,
remodekd bathrooms. Ample backyand, replkte with abundant flora, bountiful frait
trees, a gurpling Koi pond and inviting pergola. Schedule a private viewing today.

infomafion dearad miable but ot quararesd

Nick Karasarkisian
Broker/Owner
213-706-9990

E-mail: nickkarasarkisian(@gmail.com
ColBRE # 010221532
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