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Armenia Marks 28th Anniversary
of Armed Forces Day

YEREVAN -- President Armen
Sarkissian, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and Speaker of Parliament
Ararat Mirzoyan, joined by Cabinet mem-
bers, other officials and Catholicos Karekin
11, visited on Tuesday, the Yerablur Mili-
tary Pantheon on the occasion of Army
Day to pay homage to the memory of
those who sacrificed their lives for the
independence of their country.

The officials laid flowers at the
graves of Sparapet Vazgen Sargsyan,
General Andranik Ozanian and at the

PRESS OFFICE OF THE
GOVERNMENT OF ARMENIA
WWW.EnV.am

memorial dedicated to fallen soldiers.

Prime Minister Pashinyan ad-
dressed a congratulatory message on
the 28th anniversary of the formation
of the Armed Forces during an event in
Vardenis town.

In his remarks Pashinyan said
January 28 has a special meaning in
our calendar because it symbolizes the
Armenian people’s right to live.

“We, as a nation who survived

Continued onpage 3

No Reason for Israeli Parliament Not to
Recognize the Armenian Genocide —
President Sarkissian

JERUSALEM (Armradio) —
There is no reason why the Israeli
Parliament will not recognize the Ar-
menian Genocide, Armenian President
Armen Sarkissian said in an interview
with Israel’s public broadcaster.

“There is one simple thing. If the
reason is the current political interests,
current political relations, then I’'m
very sad, because the lessons of Holo-
caust and Genocide are teaching us
that there is nothing that you can com-
promise in allowing things like that
happen,” President Sarkissian said.

Asked whether he is disappointed
by the fact that Israel is yet to recog-
nize the Armenian Genocide, the Presi-

dent said “I am one of those politi-
cians, who never lose optimism.”
“I’mlooking forward to the deep-
ening of relations with Israel. There is
so much we can share. We are both
small states, but big nations, nations
that have a huge culture. History of
humanity, especially the history of the
20th century, has so many pessimistic
events like the Armenian genocide and
the Holocaust. 1 think enough is
enough. We should be more optimis-
tic. We should work together and I'm
waiting for the day when not only all of
my Jewish friends, but also the Jewish
Government will recognize the Geno-
cide,” President Sarkissian stated.

ACA Event With Rep. Judy Chu
Draws Large Audience

PASADENA, CA — Community
members, activists and leaders wel-
comed Rep. Judy Chu (CA-27) at a
meet and greet hosted by the Armenian
Council of America (ACA) on Jan.
23rd at the AEBU Center.

ACA Board Member Krikor
Moloyan served as the moderator of
the event introducing Congresswoman
Chu to the audience and noting her
longstanding record of advocating for
the Armenian American community.

The evening continued with a
thought- provoking discussion on is-
sues related to the Armenian Genocide
resolutions in the House and Senate,
U.S.-Armenia diplomatic ties and the
Congresswoman’s recent trip to Ar-
menia and Artsakh.

Congresswoman Chu reiterated
her support for the Armenian Ameri-

can community and shared with the
audience how she was amazed by the
sheer beauty of Artsakh and how safe
she felt there despite intimidation tac-
tics from the Azeri government de-
manding her to cancel the trip.

When asked about the most no-
table experience of her trip, the Con-
gresswoman revealed that she was very
emotional visiting the Armenian Geno-
cide Museum at the Tsitsernakabert
Memorial in Yerevan, seeing maps of
death marches and deportations and
imagining the magnitude of suffering
the Genocide victims had to endure.

During the discussion, photos of
the Congresswoman’s trip were dis-
played in the background showcasing
her visit to the Halo Trust facility and

Continued onpage 3

Prince Charles Visits
Armenian Church in Bethlehem

BETHLEHEM — Prince Charles
of the Great Britain on Friday visited
the Armenian Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem, Chancellor of the Arme-
nian Patriarchate of Jerusalem Hovnan
Baghdasryan said in a post on
Facebook.

Prince Charles was welcomed
by His Eminence Abp. Sevan Gharibian,
the Canon Sacrist of the Armenian
Patriarchate of Jerusalem and pre-
sented him the history of the Armenian

presence in the Holy Land and the
mission carried out by the Armenian
Patriarchate.

On behalf of the Armenian Patri-
archate of Jerusalem His Eminence
gifted the prince an Armenian ceramic
handmade plate.

Sevan Gharibianalso remembered
the famous sentence of Hitler, “Who
after all remembers the Armenian Geno-
cide?” He expressed hope that instead
of might the justice will become right.
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Garo Paylan Nominated for
Nobel Peace Prize

ISTANBUL — International
women’s union of Hamshen has nomi-
nated Turkish Armenian lawmaker
Garo Paylan for a Nobel peace Prize.

Saida Ohanyan, Head of
Hamshenian Union said that the orga-
nization sent a letter to the Nobel Com-
mittee with a proposal to nominate
Paylan, who devoted his whole life to
protecting the rights of Armenians and
other indigenous people of the region.

He is one of the few individuals
who took responsibility for protecting
humanitarian rights, the rights of in-
digenous peoples, religious and na-
tional minorities, the statement said
adding that his efforts continue despite
constant threats and pressure on his
activities by nationalist and extremist
forces supported by the authorities.

The Association urges all people
and organizations defending the rights
of women and, in general, human rights
to support and join the initiative.

“He strongly condemns Turkey’s
aggressive policy and its military inter-
vention in neighboring sovereign states
particularly full-scale military actions
in Iraq and Syria,” stated Saida
Ohanyan, Head of Hamshenian Union.

“The seeds of peace, tolerance

and mutual understanding between
people of different nationalities and
faiths sown by Paylan are already giv-
ing positive results even in Turkish
society. And this takes place despite
the ongoing pressure and real threats
against the deputy from pro-govern-
ment nationalist and extremist forces,
adherents of the tyrannical regime of
Erdogan, more than once requiring the
cessation of his political and humanis-
tic activities,” she continues.

The time of application is limited.
January 31, 2020 is the deadline.

He was previously nominated for
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2018.

Armenia Advances in Global Corruption
Perceptions Index

Armenia

Rank

Score

35/100

771180

BERLIN — Armenia’s has con-
siderably improved its position in an
annual survey of corruption percep-
tions around the world conducted by
Transparency International.

It ranked, together with Bahrain
and the Solomon Islands, 77th out of
180 countries and territories evaluated
in the Berlin-based watchdog’s 2019
Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI)
released on Thursday.

Armenia and seven other coun-
tries shared 105th place in the previous
CPI released a year ago. Transparency
International assigned the South
Caucasus state a CPI “score” of 35 out
of 100 at the time. The watchdog
raised the score to 42 in the latest
survey.

Armenia continues to trail neigh-
boring Georgia but is ahead of its three
other neighbors, Azerbaijan, Iran and
Turkey, in the global rankings. Geor-
gia occupies 44th place in the 2019
CPL

“Following the revolutionin2018
and the formation of a new parliament,
[Armenia] has demonstrated promis-
ing developments in advancing anti-
corruption policy reforms,” Transpar-

ency International said in the report.

But it also cautioned: “Despite
these improvements, conflicts of in-
terests and nontransparent and unac-
countable public operations remain
impediments to ending corruption in
the country. While improving political
integrity will take time and resources,
increasing public trust in law enforce-
ment and the judiciary are critical first
steps in ensuring appropriate checks
and balances and improving anti-cor-
ruption efforts.”

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
cited the findings out the latest Trans-
parency International report during a
cabinet meeting in Yerevan. “We have
progressed by 28 points,” he said.

Pashinyan has repeatedly claimed
to have eliminated “systemic corrup-
tion” in Armenia since he swept to
power in the 2018 “Velvet Revolution.”

The number or corruption inves-
tigations launched by Armenian law-
enforcement authorities has risen sig-
nificantly since the dramatic change of
government. The most high-profile of
these cases have involved former top
government officials and individuals
linked to them.

Pilot of Kobe Bryant’s Doomed Helicopter
Identified as Ara Zobayan

CALABASAS — The pilot of the
doomed helicopter that crashed and
killed Kobe Bryant, his teenage daugh-
ter and several others was identified as
Ara Zobayan, who, according to
records was an instrument-rated pilot
— meaning he was qualified to fly in
fog. Friends were mourning him on
social media Sunday night, saying that
he taught aspiring helicopter pilots to
fly and that he was loved within the
aviation community.

He was also confirmed as the
pilot in a series of tweets by a friend in
the business, using the Twitter name
Bella.

“Rest In Peace Ara. One of the
sweetest pilots I’ve ever have had the
pleasure to meet and converse with
while working in the aviation busi-
ness,” she tweeted, calling him “the
sweetest, the funniest... he was purely
amazing.”

“Working for the aviation busi-
ness has allowed me to meet some
pretty amazing people and pilots. Ara
was definitely one of them,” she wrote
in another tweet. “Always so nice,
talkative and especially attentive when
it came to Kobe and his family. I'm
heart broken.”

Ara Zobayan was flying the he-
licopter when it crashed amidst foggy
conditions around 9:45 a.m. local
time.

The helicopter took off from John
Wayne Airport in Orange County at
9:06 a.m., records show. The helicop-

ter burst into flames once it hit the
ground, killing Ara and all eight pas-
sengers, which included Kobe Bryant
and his 13-year-old daughter, Gianna
Bryant. Details of what caused the
crash are still being fleshed out, but
there’s no doubt that the accident is
beyond devastating. Social media has
been flooded with tributes, not only
for Kobe, but for all nine victims of
this terrible tragedy.

Zobayan was an instrument-cer-
tified pilot who earned his commercial
license in 2007, according to the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration’s pilot
certification database.

The database also shows
Zobayan was up to date on FAA-
required annual medical exams, ac-
cording to news reports.

“Under No Circumstances Artsakh Can
Become a Part of Azerbaijan”

YEREVAN — Armenian for-
eign ministry spokeswoman Anna
Naghdalyan commented on the ques-
tion relating to the nervous reactions
of Azerbaijani authorities to the events
held in Armenia on the occasion of
the 30th anniversary of the anti-Ar-
menian pogroms in Baku.

Question: This year marks the
30th anniversary of the anti-Armenian
pogroms in Baku and the commemora-
tive events held in Armenia caused
nervous reactions of the Azerbaijani
authorities, particularly voiced by the
Foreign Ministry and Assistant to the
President of Azerbaijan. How would
you comment on that?

Answer: First of all, I would like
to emphasize that a number of impor-
tant commemorative events were held
on the 30th anniversary of the anti-
Armenian pogroms in Baku, numerous
articles about the barbaric annihilation
of the Armenian community in Baku
have been and continue to be published
in the international media on the occa-
sion of the 30th anniversary of the
anti-Armenian pogroms in Baku.

Unfortunately, this year as well
the authorities of Azerbaijan, explic-
itly or implicitly continued the policy
of justifying the actions of the
masterminders of the anti-Armenian
massacres in Baku 30 years ago and
the perpetrators of those massacres.
Moreover, the perpetrators of the mas-
sacres against defenseless people were
glorified as «shahids» (martyrs) by
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Hikmet Hajiyev, the Assistant to the
President, while the Foreign Ministry
of Azerbaijan accused Armenians
themselves of perpetrating the anti-
Armenian massacres in Sumgait.

The Azerbaijani side employs a
behavior which is common among
perpetrators: that is blaming victims
for their crimes and denying any re-
sponsibility for public and systematic
extermination of unarmed people in
peacetime.

This vividly illustrates once again
thatunder no circumstances Azerbaijani
authorities can be entrusted with the
responsibility of providing security to
any part of the Armenian people. Ap-
parently, under no circumstances
Artsakhcanbecomea partof Azerbaijan,
and the people of Artsakh cannot be left
without secure lines of defense.
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Soprano Ruzan Mantashyan “Re-Invited”
to Perform at SemperOpernball

Azeri Singers Sabotage Fails

YEREVAN — Armenian soprano
Ruzan Mantashyan will eventually per-
form at the SemperOpernball February
7 theater concert in Dresden as sched-
uled initially.

“I was offered to perform at the
concert. After lengthy deliberations
I accepted the offer. That itself will
be a victory”, Mantashyan told
ARMENPRESS.

On January 13th, media re-
ports said Azerbaijani singer Yusif
Eyvazov has refused to perform with
Mantashyan due to “political con-
cerns”. The two singers were sched-
uled to perform together on Febru-
ary 7 at Semper Opernball.

Afterwards, the Azerbaijani
singer claimed on his social media
account that the reports are fake news.

He published a news release by Sem-
per Opernball which reportedly showed
that the festival didn’t even have a
contract with Mantashyan regarding
her performance.

However, a December 2019 news
release included Mantashyan in the list
of performers and the final contract
wasn’t technically yet signed because
the negotiations weren’t yet completed.
But organizers and Mantashyan had
agreed around her performance.

The Armenian soprano then pub-
licly said she expects an apology from
the organizers.

Even Armenian lawmakers re-
acted to the developments, and ad-
dressed a letter to the German
Bundestag over the Azerbaijani tenor’s
xenophobic actions.

Armenia Marks 28th Anniversary

Continued frompage 1

the first Genocide of the 20th century,
should clearly record that we have
gained the right to live in our homeland
thanks to the Armenian Army and the
Armenian liberation fight. What is our
homeland today? Our homeland is the
territory behind our soldier who stands
on the border. In the past 100 years
this is the psychological change that
has taken place in the consciousness
of our people. The whole territory of
our homeland was plunged into the
blood of innocent, unarmed victims of
the Genocide, in the late 20s the Arme-
nian people decided that they will no
longer be a victim of a genocide, and if
we are going to be killed, that will only
happen by holding our weapons in our
hands, defending the right of our gen-
erations to live and exist”, the PM said.

He added that in the past 1.5
years they have taken many actions to
further raise and improve the combat
preparedness and service conditions
of the servicemen. “I don’t want to
repeat what I said in my message on
the New Year regarding the purchase
of new weapons, but I want to state
that yes, the Republic of Armenia and
the Armenian Army have closed the
pages of weapons of the 80s, and
today both the government and people
are able and would be more confident
on this issue each day in order to
provide the necessary measures for
ensuring their own security”, he said.
“And I am happy that in the past 1.5

years the Armenian government and
citizens managed to increase the state
revenues by more than 1 billion USD.
Large part of these sums has been used
and is used for improving the service
conditions of soldiers, starting from
the service conditions in the military
positions up to the new military diet
system in military units. We have cre-
ated new conditions for servicemen so
that they can purchase apartment with
affordable mortgage loans. We have
provided over 8 billion AMD to meet
the household needs of military pen-
sioners. The talk is about the service-
men towards whom the state duty is
recorded de jure. Today the parents of
soldiers use the opportunity of getting
state-funded healthcare services. And
this policy, the combat preparedness
of the armed forces, armament, im-
provement of service conditions are
going to be an integral part of our
policy”, PM Nikol Pashinyan said.
He reminded that starting from
June 1, 2019 the salaries of military
servicemen have increased greatly. “I
want to praise the fact that in the 21st
century, today, in 2020, the Armenian
Army is more and more confident on
its powers with each day, and the
Armenian people are more and more
confident on the powers of the Arme-
nian Army with each day. There is no
doubt that the Homeland is proud of'its
soldier, its army, but I also want to add
that every soldier, every officer should
be more and more proud of their Home-
land every day, be proud of the devel-

Celebrating Centennial of US-Armenia
Diplomatic Relations in Washington, DC

WASHINGTON, DC— The year
2020 marks the centennial of the es-
tablishment of the diplomatic relations
between the US and the Armenian
Republic, the only South Caucasian
state recognized and supported by the
United States at the time.

On April 23, 1920, the US Secre-
tary of State Bainbridge Colby deliv-
ered a note to Armenia’s representa-
tive in Washington, Armen Garo, that
stated: “I am pleased to inform you,
and through you, your Government,
that, by direction of the President
[Woodrow Wilson], the Government
of the United States recognizes, as of
this date, the de facto Government of
the Armenian Republic.”

The recognition (by the execu-
tive branch) was confirmed by the US
Senate on May 13, 1920, upon the
unanimous recommendation of its
Committee on Foreign Relations.

Held in a renowned Washington
institution, this concert will be dedi-
cated to this momentous occasion in
the shared history between American
and Armenian people and feature one
of the world’s most acclaimed cellists,
Narek Hakhnazaryan.

Since winning the Cello First Prize
and Gold Medal at the XIV Interna-
tional Tchaikovsky Competitionin2011
at the age of 22, Hakhnazaryan has
inspired audiences around the world
with his artistry. His prior awards
included the 1st Prize in the 2006
Khachaturian International Competi-
tion in Armenia, the 1st Place in the
2006 Johansen International Competi-
tion for Y oung String Players in Wash-
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ington, and the 1st Prize in the 2008
Young Concert Artists International
Auditions in New York. A distinguished
international orchestral soloist, he has
appeared with the Baltimore, St. Louis,
Seattle, Toronto, London, WDR,
Frankfurt Radio, Sydney, New
Zealand, and NHK Symphony Or-
chestras; the Royal Stockholm,
Czech, Seoul, Netherlands, and
Rotterdam Philharmonics; the Utah
Symphony; Los Angeles Chamber
Orchestra; Orchestre de Paris; and
the Teatro dell’Opera in Rome, and
collaborated with celebrated con-
ductors, such as, Alsop, Belohlavek,
Gergiev, Guerrero, Koopman,
Hannu Lintu, Neeme Jarvi, Pletnev,
Robertson, Sarasate, Slatkin, and
Sokhiev. Hakhnazaryan plays on a
1707 Joseph Guarneri cello.

For the program that will include
works of Armenian, American, and
European composers, Hakhnazaryan
will be joined by an American pianist
Noreen Cassidy-Polera, who is among
the most highly regarded and diverse
chamber artists performing today. She
maintains a career that has taken her to
every major American music center
and to Europe, Russia, and Asia, with
performances at Alice Tully Hall,
Zankel Hall and Weill Recital Hall at
Carnegie Hall, 92nd Street Y, Jordan
Hall, Isabella Stewart Gardner Mu-
seum, Kennedy Center, and Salle
Cortot.

Event info: Friday, March 6, 2020
at The National Press Club 529 14th St
NW Washington, DC 20045, 7:30 —
9:30 pm. Tickets: $45

ACA Event With Rep. Judy Chu

Continued frompage 1

learning more about demining work in
Artsakh.

Congresswoman Chu shared with
the audience the vast importance of the
program, adding that Artsakh has the
highest number of land mines in the
world emphasizing Halo’s unrelenting
efforts in combating fatalities and inju-
ries caused by the mines. She added that
she will work to have more observers at
the border between Azerbaijan and
Artsakh in an effort to stop Azerbaijan’s
rampant cease fire violations.

When asked about the general
atmosphere in the Capitol when H.
Res. 296 was passed, the Congress-
woman stated that there was a mo-

ment of loud applause and cheer on the
House floor once the Resolution offi-
cially recognizing the Armenian Geno-
cide was passed by a landslide victory
of 97 percent.

“Since she was first elected to
her seat, Congresswoman Chu has
been a strong ally of our community
and an avid supporter and champion of
Armenian American issues in Wash-
ington DC,” said ACA Chairman Sevak
Khatchadorian.

“We are immensely grateful and
commend her and her hardworking
staff for having the courage to stand
up to the Azeri government to fight for
truth and justice and the self determi-
nation and sovereignty for the Repub-
lics of Armenia and Artsakh,” he added.

opments that are taking place in the
Homeland, because the Armenian Army
has achieved this Homeland not for us

to lose it, but to transfer a safe, devel-
oped, strong and self-confident Home-
land to our future generations”.
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Consul General Baibourtian Received
High-Ranking Glendale Police Officers

GLENDALE — On January 16,
Ambassador Armen Baibourtian, Con-
sul General of Armenia in Los Angeles
received high-ranking representatives
of'the Glendale Police Department led
by Police Chief Carl Povilaitis.

Ambassador Baibourtian dis-
cussed the upcoming events planned
by the Consulate General, including
the project of the May Armenian festi-
val in Glendale as well as initiatives
aimed at improving inter-community
bonding. It was agreed during the
meeting to organize a lecture-presen-
tation for the Glendale Police Depart-
ment on Armenian culture, its history,

Armenia as a country, highlighting sig-
nificant contributions of the Arme-
nian-American community inthe United
States.

Ambassador Baibourtian ex-
pressed his appreciation for the work
of the Glendale Police in maintaining
high standard of safety and security in
the city.

In their turn, Chief Povilaitis and
Captain Tim Feeley expressed their
readiness to work closely with the
Consulate General of Armenia. The
Consulate’s General Counselors Edgar
Grigoryanand Varazdat Pahlavuni par-
ticipated in the meeting.

Armenian Film Society to Screen '"Baghdasar
Aghpar' with Filmmaker Sarky Mouradian

FEBRUARY 7 =% ABRIL

7:30pm

O By
=\ Baghdasar Agbpar | S3%
' Mwnuwuwp bppwp | :

)

r
’

L

]

BOOKSTORE

Presented by Armenian Film Society & Abril Bookstore

GLENDALE — Abril Bookstore’s
Armenian Film Society will screen, for
the first time in over 50 years, Sarky
Mouradian’s classic black and white
film from 1965, Baghdasar Aghpar
starring Hagop Der Boghossian, Sonig
Dulgerian, and Razmig Libaridian on
Friday, February 7, 2020 at 7:30pm at
Abril Bookstore — 415 E. Broadway,
Glendale, CA. The screening and pre-
sentation will both be in Armenian (no
subtitles). Admission is free for Arme-
nian Film Society members. Tempo-
rary passes available for the general
public. Call (818) 243-4112 for more
information.

Baghdasar Aghpar is a classic
Armenian theatrical parody written by
Hagop Baronian and adapted to film for
the first time by director Sarky
Mouradian. In his days, Baronian had
presented the uneducated yet wealthy
villager, his adulterous and spoiled wife,
his fake and opportunist friend, and his
greedy lawyer. The corruption of those

days is alive and well today and will
definitely continue on tomorrow.
Sarky Mouradian is a filmmaker,
television host, and music composer.
He was born in Beirut in 1931. Per-
forming music since age 16, he moved
to Boston, Massachusetts in 1955 to
continue his education in music. How-
ever, his main passion had always been
in film. In 1960, he moved to Los
Angeles where he attended “Theater of
Arts” and began working in the film
industry as an actor and director. His
films include, Baghdasar Aghbar
(1965), Sons of Sassoun (1973), Tears
of Happiness (1975), Promise of Love
(1978), and The Forty Days of Musa
Dagh (1982). Mouradian established
one of the first Armenian television
shows in Los Angeles in 1978 titled,
Armenian Teletime, where he hosted
various Armenian celebrity perform-
ers and politicians. In 2016, he was
awarded a gold medal by the Ministry
of Culture of the Republic of Armenia.

AIWA Global Women’s Conference to be
Held in Armenia

BOSTON — Armenian Interna-
tional Women’s Association (AIWA)
has announced its Armenian women’s
global conference, “AIWA 2020 Con-
nect” in Tsaghkadzor, Armenia from
June 19 — 22, 2020. Hundreds of Ar-
menian women from around the world
will convene to engage in new conver-
sations and interactions which will
empower them to bring positive change
to their own lives and in their respec-
tive communities.

It’s been too long that Armenian
women have lacked solidarity across
barriers and differences — we are
ready for a new conversation and a
fresh narrative. Our ability to recog-
nize our individual power to create a
more open and inclusive global com-
munity is what will lead to real and
positive change,” states Rachel Onanian
Nadjarian, AIWA’s Executive Direc-
tor. “We intend to create a different
environment for women at our confer-
ence this year — a new platform for
the ways in which women can con-
nect, interact and collaborate.

Armenian women from anywhere
in the world, aged 21 and above, are
encouraged to register for AIWA 2020
Connect by the Early Bird deadline of
March 1, 2020. AIWA member rate is
$595 and non-member rate is $645 and
includes the 3-nights hotel stay, all
meals, transportation, and all activi-
ties/excursions.

To ensure diversity and inclu-
siveness, under-resourced women
residing in Armenia are being offered
a subsidized rate of $150 and numer-
ous women from the regions around
Armenia and Artsakh will be invited
to attend at full scholarship. A maxi-
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mum of 250 women will be allowed
to attend the 3.5 day retreat, which
will take place at the picturesque
Marriott Tsaghkadzor, about 40 min-
utes outside of the capital city of
Yerevan.

In the spirit of sisterhood, regis-
trants are being encouraged to room
with at least one other participant,
though a limited number of single rooms
will be available. Whether it’s your
first visit to Armenia or you’ve been
numerous times, 2020 Connect is a
great opportunity to expand your net-
work and leave inspired!

Established in 1991 in Boston,
MA, AIWA is focused on connecting,
inspiring and empowering Armenian
women throughout the world to bring
about positive change in their lives and
in their communities. As a member
organization, AIWA provides both an
online and offline engagement plat-
form for Armenian women to access
each other as well as resources and
information to support their own
growth— in their local communities
and across borders.

To register for AIWA 2020 Con-
nect visit www.aiwainternational.org/
2020-connect/ or email
2020Connect@aiwainternational.org.

The Baghdasaryans Instill Philanthropic
Values in their Children

Dr. Karen Baghdasaryan (MBA
‘98), a proud AUA alumnus, with his
wife Dr. Gohar Hovsepyan, has estab-
lished the Karen Baghdasaryan and
Gohar Hovsepyan Scholarship Endow-
ment Fund with a gift of $50,000 that
will provide financial assistance to
qualifying students studying at AUA
annually, in perpetuity. Thanks to
AUA’s partnership with the University
of California (UC), AUA’s endow-
ments are managed by UC and the
University benefits from the econo-
mies of scale of UC’s large endow-
ment pool, world-class investment
expertise, balanced investment strate-
gies, and stable annual returns.

As an alumnus, Dr. Baghdasaryan
understands the impact that an AUA
education holds by providing young
Armenian students with new perspec-
tives and critical thinking skills which
help shape the future of the country, the
region, and the world. “We both knew
that we needed a new perspective in life
and were not content with the knowl-
edge acquired before AUA,” Dr.
Baghdasaryan reflects. “The one place
that could give us that new perspective
was AUA. That was the secret ingredi-
ent that would give me the power to
overcome any obstacle or challenge in
life and conquer any summit I could put
my mind up to.”

Dr. Baghdasaryan was born and
raised in the city of Vayk, in the Vayots
Dzor region of Armenia. He earned his
MBA at AUA after studying dentistry at
Yerevan State Medical University where
he met his future wife. Now, using the
skills earnedat AUA, Drs. Baghdasaryan
and Hovsepyan run two successful pri-
vate dental practices in Los Angeles,
Cyber Dentistry and Viva Smile.

Scholarship gifts help the Uni-
versity to maintain its need-blind ad-
mission policy and empower Arme-
nian students to have access to West-
ern-style education in their homeland.
Today the couple is raising three chil-
dren and is teaching them the value of
education and giving back to support
their homeland. These values are strong
in the Baghdasaryan household, and
recently their son, Hayk Saryan, set
out to raise scholarship funding to
support young students like himself, in
Armenia. Saryan, a senior student at
UC Irvine, was inspired to raise money
to establish a scholarship for the 2019-
2020 academic year after his father’s
classmates came together to establish
the Southern California Alumni Schol-
arship Fund. Saryan’s efforts empow-
ered two AUA computer science stu-
dents from the rural regions of Arme-
nia to study at AUA — Emin Ter-
Mkrtchyan and Alen Adamyan .
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Trip includes:

dinner with live music and dance,

210 /-\I mum,

uu 11 >

Highlights:
All major Yerevan art and history museums, Sardarabad war memorial, Holy city of Etchmiadzin and surrounding
historic sites, Garni temple, Lake Sevan, Tsaghkadzor ski-lift, express train trip to Gyumri, Amberd castle, sacred
sites of Khor Virap and Oshakan, medieval monasteries of Haghartsin, Kecharis, Geghard, Moravank and
Hovhannavank, charming cities of Dilijan and Garis, winery tours, ancient Vardavar celebration, and two days in
mountainous Artsakh

Round-trip air fare from LAX, full transportation and transfers in air-
conditioned busses, breakfasts, select lunches and dinners as specified in the
itinerary, 4-star accommodation [double occupancy), entrance fees for all
sightseeing destinations, museum tour guides (Armenian and English), farewell

Space is limited. For more information, contact:
NorayrDaduryan@gmail.com
or (800) 826-7960- Carlo

Delve deeper and discoverimore weth an
award-winning Armenian teacher as vour
gutde in Armenta
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