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PM Pashinyan:

Armenia Needs a New Constitution

YEREVAN (Arka.am) —Onthe
occasion of Constitution Day, marked
on June 5, Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan congratulated his fel-
low citizens, saying in a message that
‘it is necessary to honestly state that
although we all understand the impor-
tance of the Constitution in terms of
building state institutions, streamlin-
ing public and state relations, this
holiday implies some half-heartedness
and raises specific misgivings.

Pashinyan’s message reads as
follows: ‘Three times in the history of
the Third Republic of Armenia our
people adopted a new Constitution or
constitutional amendments by refer-
endum. However, the results of none
of those referendums were consid-
ered trustworthy by society. The citi-
zens of Armenia did not consider the
decisions on adopting or amending the
Constitution, nor did they consider
the Constitutions so adopted as their
own.

This is the biggest systemic flaw
in our state structure, because the
Constitution should be an agreement
of citizens on citizen to citizen and
state-citizen relations. Consequently,
the state system should be supported
by the collective will of all citizens,
which should become a factor guar-
anteeing the inviolability of statehood,
evidence of citizens’ responsibility for
the fate of the state, and an expression
of citizens’ will to have a state.

The analysis of a number of
events, especially in the recent period,
has led me to the conclusion that the
citizens of Armenia often do not con-
sider the country’s state system as
their property, do not see an organic
connection of this system with their
will. Although my position was that
frequent changes to the Constitution
subject the state system to inappropri-
ate stress, constant changes to the
Constitution lead to uncertainty, the
realization of the circumstances men-
tioned in the previous paragraph led
me to the conclusion that our country
needs anew Constitution, which should
lead to a political system based on the
free-will of our citizens.

Accordingly, the new Constitu-
tion should not be conceived to suit the
tastes and mores of a particular indi-
vidual, political force or group, nor to
ensure the reproduction of any power,
but to address the strategic issue of
formulating the citizens’ free-will to
have a statehood of their own.

This process has already started,
and we hope that the draft Constitution
will be put up for the widest possible
public debate, and the new Constitution
will be adopted through a nationwide
referendum in 2021. I wish all of us
every success in this important matter.’

The first Constitution of the Re-
public of Armenia was adopted at the

Continued onpage 4

PM Nikol Pashinyan’s Approval Rating at
88.1% According to New Survey

YEREVAN (Armenpress) —
88.1% of the respondents of a survey,
conducted by MPG LLC, a full mem-
ber of the GALLUP International As-
sociation in Armenia, positively assess
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan’s activity.

“49.4% of the respondents as-
sess the PM’s activity fully positive,
38.7% — rather positive”, Director of
MPG LLC Aram Navasardyan said
during a press conference.

Navasardyan said 18.4% of the
respondents said their expectations
after Pashinyan’s election as PM have
been fully justified, 66.7% said they
have been justified to some extent.

“We also asked the citizens how
they assess Pashinyan as a politician,
and 53.9% of the respondents said
fully positive, 34.6% — rather posi-
tive”, he said.

According to the same survey,
63.2% of the respondents trust
Armenia’s authorities, whereas 23.8%
trust the parliamentary opposition.

The survey was conducted by
phone. A total of 1,002 citizens partici-
pated in the survey. Alternative re-
search error — 3%. The selection is
representative according to the age-
sex and place of residence of Arme-
nian citizens. The survey was con-
ducted from June 10 to 27.

White House Press Secretary Invokes
Armenian Genocide During Briefing

WASHINGTON, DC -- White
House press secretary Kayleigh
McEnany referred to the “Armenian
genocide” during Monday press brief-
ing in a move that goes against the
Trump administration's official posi-
tion on the isssue.

In the course of decrying pro-
testers desecrating memorials across
the country, White House press secre-
tary Kayleigh McEnany referred to a
memorial to the genocide by its proper
name.

“There seems to be a lack of
understanding and historical knowl-
edge when the Armenian Genocide
Memorial, remembering victims of all
crimes against humanity, including sla-
very, is vandalized,” McEnany said.

McEnany appeared to be refer-
ring to the Armenian Genocide Memo-
rial outside the Colorado state Capitol
in Denver, which was vandalized sev-
eral weeks ago.

The inclusion by McEnany was
meant to reinforce the haphazard
nature of the protesters’ alleged dis-
regard for history. But it also trod
into uneasy waters for an adminis-
tration that, like its predecessors,
has conspicuously avoided using the
g-word.

The recognition of the Armenian

genocide is indeed politically dicey.
The White House will surely argue that
McEnany was simply referring to a
memorial by its actual name, but even
using that name has been a no-go for
many years inside the White House.
Some Obama aides have expressed
regret for not making a more prin-
cipled stand on the issue. “I’m sorry,”
Obama’s former United Nations am-
bassador, Samantha Power, said in
2018. “I’m sorry that we disappointed
so many Armenian Americans.”
What’s more, groups that have
been pushing for the recognition hailed
McEnany’s comments Monday.

Aliyev Slams Karabakh
Peace Process Mediators

BAKU — Azerbaijan’s President
Ilham Aliyev has lambasted the U.S.,
Russian and French mediators trying
to broker a solution to the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict and said the most
recent Armenian-Azerbaijani talks were
fruitless.

In an interview with Azerbaijani
television aired on Tuesday, Aliyev
denounced the mediators co-chairing
the OSCE Minsk Group for reiterating
last week that “there is no military
solution to the conflict.”

“Their main point is that the prob-
lem cannot be solved militarily,” he
said. “Who said that? We expect more
serious, clear and targeted statements
from the mediators.”

“In essence, no negotiations are
held right now,” claimed Aliyev. “The
video conferences of the [Armenian
and Azerbaijani] foreign ministers are
meaningless and are only leaving the
impression that the Minsk Group ex-
ists.”

“As I have said before, we will
not negotiate for the sake of negotiat-
ing and we want substantive negotia-
tions without any change in their for-
mat. In that case, we will participate in
them. Otherwise, I see no need for
pointless negotiations.”

Foreign Ministers Zohrab Mnat-
sakanyan and Elmar Mammadyarov as
well as the three mediators most re-

cently talked via video link on June 30.
They reported no progress towards a
Karabakh settlement.

In a joint statement issued right
after the talks, the Minsk Group co-
chairs said they urged the conflicting
parties to “take additional steps to
strengthen the ceasefire and to prepare
the populations for peace.” They also
said the two ministers agreed to hold
another video conference in July and
to meet in person “as soon as pos-
sible.”

Yerevan and Baku traded bitter
recriminations both before and during

Continued onpage 4
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President Armen Sarkissian Visits
Armenian-Turkish Border

Armenia Launches Large-Scale
Road Construction Program

YEREVAN — Last weekend,
President Armen Sarkissian visited
Armenia’s state border, and met with
the detachment of the Russian border
troops, which according to the Sep-
tember 30, 1992 interstate agreement
between Armenia and Russia, is guard-
ing Armenia’s state border with Tur-
key and Iran.

The Head of the Border Guard
Department of the RF Federal Secu-
rity Service in Armenia, Major- Gen-
eral Roman Golubitski reported about
the situation on the border, service
and operative activities, close coop-
eration between the residents of the
border villages and Armenian col-
leagues.

“The Border Guard Department
of the FSS of the Russian Federation in
Armenia is carrying out successfully
tasks set before it,” President Sarkissian
said and thanked for the dutiful service
and wished the border guards every
success.

President Sarkissian noted that
the state flags of Armenia and Russia
waving on the state border symbolize
our friendly and allied relations based
on mutual trust.

President Armen Sarkissian and
Mrs. Nouneh Sarkissian visited also
Nor Shen (Kharkov) village. The ruins
of Ani — the ancient Armenian capital
located across the border, can be ob-
served from village.

Armenia to Produce 50,000
Kalashnikov Rifles Annually

YEREVAN -- Accompanied by
Minister of Defense David Tonoyan
and Minister of High-Tech Industry
Hakob Arshakyan, Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan visited the newly-
commissioned Kalashnikov assault
rifles factory in Armenia.

The representative of the
Kalashnikov concern Igor Gordienko
stated that 50,000 automatic rifles and
150 million cartridges will be pro-
duced per year. In addition, the plant
will manufacture nano-fibers and vari-
ous nano-fiber-based products, includ-
ing optoelectronic devices and night
thermal back-sighs. After the final
tests, the plant will come into opera-
tion within a year to fully meet the
demand of the Ministry of Defense.
He also added that there are plans to

organize repair of armored vehicles
and trucks as well as create at least
1,200 jobs.

The agreement on the production
of the famous Russian rifles in Arme-
nia was signed in August 2018 by
“Royalsys Engineering 1td” and
“Kalashnikov” concern. Part of the
product will be supplied to the Arme-
nian Armed Forces, and the rest will be
exported.

$24 million-worth of contracts
have been signed with the Russian
Specmachengineering company, which
imply the purchase of modernized pro-
duction lines and equipment for the
production of cartridges of 7.62x39
mm, 7.62x54 mm, 12.7 mm calibers,
as well as for the refurbishment of
Soviet-era production lines.

YEREVAN (Arka.am) — The
government of Armenia has launched
a large-scale road repair and construc-
tion program, Kristina Ghalechyan,
Deputy Minister of Territorial Admin-
istration and Infrastructures, told an
online press conference on Friday.

According to her, the govern-
ment has released 21.6 billion drams
to finance construction of 251 km of
roads and 8 transport facilities in 10
regions of the country in 2020. She
added that construction of about 31
km of roads that was not completed in
2019 is now underway.

She said also that all the tenders
announced to choose contractors were
almost completed, contracts were
concluded and the preparatory work
started.

“It is no secret that this program
is in the center of public attention, and
road construction is one of the priority
areas of the government. Effective
implementation of capital expenditure
programs will eliminate the negative

consequences of the coronavirus,” said
Ghalechyan.

She emphasized that this year, as
in the past, the emphasis will be on
quality. Poor work will not be ac-
cepted and companies understand this
and the number of such cases has
significantly decreased.

“By increasing supervision
mechanisms, we will gradually move
towards ensuring that the road net-
work in Armenia is in a favorable and
convenient condition and that is safe,”
Ghalechyan said.

At the same time, she noted that
priority is given to road construction in
the border regions, as this not only
contributes to the development of in-
frastructures, but also to the develop-
ment of communities and creates new
jobs.

“We will continue the policy of
building high-quality roads in the re-
gions, which, among other things,
contributes to the development of tour-
ism,” Ghalechyan said.

Ousted Judge Barred From
Constitutional Court Building

YEREVAN -- One of the three
members of Armenia’s Constitutional
Court dismissed as a result of govern-
ment-backed constitutional changes
was denied entry to the court building
in Yerevan on Friday.

Police officers guarding the build-
ing did not allow Hrant Nazaryan to
enter the building less than two weeks
after the Armenian parliament passed
the changes drafted by Parliament
majority My Step bloc. In a state-
ment, the Armenian police said
Nazaryan ceased to be a court justice
when they came into force on June 26.

The amendments to the Arme-
nian constitution extended a 12-year
term limit to all 9 members of the
Constitutional Court, which has been
locked in a standoff with Pashinyan’s
government for the past year. They
thereby mandate the immediate dis-
missal of Nazaryan and two other
judges, Alvina Gyulumyan and Felix
Tokhyan, who had taken the bench in
the 1990s. They also stipulate that
Tovmasyan must quit as court chair-
man but remain a judge.

Nazarian, who has served in the

country’s highest court for nearly 25
years, could not be reached for com-
ment on Friday. He told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service earlier that he and his
ousted colleagues are planning to take
legal action against the “violation of
our rights.”

Gyulumyan has indicated that she
will appeal to the European Court of
Human Right (ECHR). She had worked
as an ECHR judge from 2003-2014.

www.massispost.com
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Anouch Toranian Elected
Deputy Mayor of Paris
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PARIS — French-Armenian
Anouch Toranian has been elected
Deputy Mayor of Paris, becoming the
first elected representative of Arme-
nian descent to a post of this level of
responsibility in the French capital.
She will be in charge of community
life, citizen participation and public
debate.

Born in Paris in 1991, Anouch
Toranian holds Master’s degree in
Public Law and International Relations
from the Panthéon-Assas University
and a Master’s in Public Administra-
tion from the Paris Institute of Political
Studies. She began her professional
career in various public administra-
tions and at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

In 2018 she was appointed direc-
tor of the French branch of the Arme-

nian General Benevolent Union
(AGBU).

The election comes in the wake
of the campaign for the recent munici-
pal election, where she was head of
Anne Hildago’s list in the 15th
arrondissement.

Anne Hidalgo won reelection in
the French capital on June 28.

Hidalgo, Mayor since 2014, beat
conservative candidate Rachida Dati in
France’s municipal elections, winning
50.2% of'the ballot compared to Dati’s
32%. Agnes Buzyn trailed in with just
16%.

She was backed by the Europe
Ecology — The Greens party (EELV),
which gained strong influence nation-
wide in Sunday’s voting.

French ArmenianJeanne Barseghian
was elected Mayor of Strasbourg.

Armenia has purchased Covid-19 drug
Remdesivir, in talks for Avifavir

YEREVAN -- Armenia has pur-
chased a batch of Remdesivir, which
will reach the country within 7-10
days, Health Minister Arsen Torosyan
told a press conference today.

Armenia is also in talks to pur-
chase Russian-made drug Avifavir, as
well as Favipiravir produced in Russia
and Japan, the Minister said.

A Dbatch of Japanese drug has
already been imported and hospitals
will start using it soon.

Arsen Torosyan said about 200
different Covid-19 vaccines are being
developed, of which 20 have chances
to become a final product.

He said there is a general under-
standing among public health special-
ists that we are definitely going to have
a vaccine.

“This conviction is very impor-
tant, as it has come over time. There

was a huge uncertainty in the begin-
ning,” Torosyan said.

He added that along with the
development of the vaccine, countries
have entered the race to purchase the
potential vaccine.

Armenia, he said, is holding ne-
gotiations in two directions — directly
with producers and with organizations
line UNICEF, WHO and GAVI, which
can purchase a large batch for 100
countries and distribute it.

Minister Rorosyan said vaccine
is the only thing that will allow us to
return to life without masks and social
distancing.

As of Wednesday, the total num-
ber of confirmed coronavirus cases in
Armenia rose to 29,285. The Ministry
of Health also reported that 503 people
infected with the virus has died so far.

According to the data of the Na-
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Prizes for Teaching in Armenian Online:
49 Awards are Granted by
the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation

Prizes for Teaching in Armenian Online

All applicants
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LISBON -- The Armenian Com-
munities Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation launched
“Prizes for Teaching in Armenian
Online” in April 2020. The aim of this
initiative was to encourage diasporan
teachers who use Armenian as a me-
dium of instruction in their efforts
during the sudden shift to online teach-
ing platforms caused by the forced
lockdown due to the Covid-19 virus.

Teachers were asked to send
samples of their materials, examples
of their interactions with their stu-
dents, and an explanation of how their
lessons were implemented on the online
platforms they were using.

The programme was open for six
weeks, and entries were evaluated bi-
weekly by a committee of seven people
within the Foundation. The following
criteria were used in the selection pro-
cess:

- Innovative use of online mecha-
nisms and originality of idea.

-Adaptation of teaching method-
ology and teaching approaches.

-Student involvement/
interactivity (the “fun factor”).

-Quality of execution and use of
the Armenian language.

-Potential of use by others.

106 applications were received

Country

from 13 countries, from teachers who
worked in daily and weekly Armenian
schools. The majority of the appli-
cants were language teachers, but the
prize was not restricted to them. Teach-
ers of history, religion, math, science,
art, and even physical education also
participated. The average age of appli-
cants was 44.

In order to be as supportive as
possible, and in recognition of the
excellent work many of the teachers
are doing, the Foundation increased
the number of prizes granted from 30
to 49. As such, 46 % of applicants
were successful, each receiving a USD
500 financial award.

“We congratulate all the win-
ners! Regrettably, we could not sup-
port all the applicants,” said Razmik
Panossian, the Director of the Arme-
nian Communities Department, “we
do, however, want to acknowledge
and applaud the efforts of all the par-
ticipants, as well as the ongoing ef-
forts of Armenian teachers around the
world during these difficult days of the
coronavirus pandemic.”

For further information and to
consult the list of the 49 awardees of
the “Prizes for Teaching in Armenian
Online” please visit: gulbenkian.pt/
armenian-communities/

Aliyev Slams Karabakh Peace Process Mediators

Continued frompage 1

the latest round of peace talks. Speak-
ingata June25 meeting with Azerbaijani
army officers, Aliyev described
Armenia’s post-Soviet history as
“shameful,” saying that his country’s
arch-foe was for decades ruled by
“criminals and thieves.” He also said

that the 2018 popular protests that
brought Nikol Pashinyan to power were
not a democratic revolution.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
hit back at Aliyev, saying that he leads
one of the world’s most corrupt and
repressive regimes which feels threat-
ened by “democratic changes taking
place in Armenia.”

tional Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, 16,907 patients have re-
covered. The number of active cases
is 11,711.

Torosian sought to put a brave

face on this statistics. He said that the
daily number of new cases, which has
averaged between 500 and 700 in re-
cent weeks, have been “relatively
stable.”



YEREVAN — The “Tashir” foun-
dation has donated $300,000 to the
“Hayastan” All Armenian Fund to pro-
vide one-time financial assistance to all
1,786 doctors, nurses, support and
sanitation staff, dispatchers and driv-
ers of the Armenian Ambulance Ser-
vices.

Today senior, middle, junior and
support staff of the Armenian Ambu-
lance Service received financial assis-
tance according to the distribution list
provided by the RA Ministry of Health:
Yerevan- 36,930,000 AMD, Kotayq-
16,020,000 AMD, Lori- 16,645,000
AMD, Shirak- 13,330,000 AMD, Ararat-
11,740,000 AMD, Armavir- 9,795,000
AMD, Gegharqunig- 9,985,000 AMD,
Syunik- 8,630,000 AMD, Aragatsotn-
7,960,000 AMD, Tavush- 7,925,000
AMD, Vayots Dzor- 4,890,000 AMD.

The ongoing cooperation between
the “Tashir” foundation and the
Hayastan All Armenian fund as part of
the Pandemic campaign began in April
2020 with a donation of $ 100,000 .
The funds were allocated to measures
taken to overcome the Pandemic and
financing the return of Armenian citi-
zens from Russia.

Launched on March 18th, the
global Armenian fundraising campaign
“Covid-19 Armenia: United Against the
Pandemic” is undertaken with the sup-
port of President of the Republic of
Armenia, the President of the Republic
of Artsakh, the Office of the High
Commissioner for Diaspora Affairs
and the Ministries of Health and For-
eign Affairs of the Republic of Arme-
nia. To streamline the process all fi-
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“Tashir” Foundation Donates $300,000
to “Hayastan” All Armenian Fund for
Financial Assistance to Healthcare Workers

nancial support from the Diaspora will
be coordinated by the “Hayastan” All-
Armenian Fund.

As of today, $770,000 has been
raised, of which approximately $
600,000 has already been used to pur-
chase large-scale medical supplies and
equipment, to provide financial assis-
tance to the staff of the Armenian
Ambulance Services, to deliver
monthly food packages to the vulner-
able elderly citizens and to bring back
to Armenia many compatriots.

The Fund has also received large-
scale in-kind contributions of medical
goods from various countries, which
were provided to the Ministry of Health.
During the fundraising campaign, the
global Armenian network continues to
expand, and new collaborations are
being established with various organi-
zations both in Armenia and the
Diaspora.

To join this critical global Arme-
nian effort by donating at https://
www.himnadram.org/en

Armenia Needs a New Constitution

Continued frompage 1

referendum on July 5, 1995. The first
attempt to reform it in 2003 failed and
after a series of changes two years
later, 94.5% of the population voted in
favor of the reform.

The amended constitution pro-
vided for transfer of part of powers
vested in president to other state bod-
ies. The amendments increased also
the role of the National Assembly.

On April 9, 2018 Armenia shifted
to the parliamentary form of govern-
ment in line with constitutional changes
approved at a national referendum in
2015. According to the changes, the
president of Armenia, whose powers are
significantly curtailed, is elected for a
term of seven years (instead of the
previous five) by the parliament. Presi-
dents are limited to one term of office.

According to the constitution,
the president of Armenia is e head of
state, embodying national unity and
ensuring the observance of the Consti-
tution. The president cannot be a mem-
ber of a political party.

Under the approved changes the
president is to appoint a candidate for
prime minister from the party or party
bloc that wins parliamentary elections.
If parliamentary forces are unable to
agree on the candidacy of the head of
government, parliament is to be dis-
solved. A vote of no-confidence in the

prime minister can be passed no sooner
than a year after their appointment.
The armed forces are subordinated to
the government, and the prime minis-
ter is the supreme commander of the
armed forces in times of war.

On June 22, Armenia’s National
Assembly adopted a string of amend-
ments to the Constitution, designed to
replace some members of the Constitu-
tional Court. According to the new edi-
tion of Article 213 of the Constitution, the
powers of the current chairman of the
Constitutional Court Hrayr Tovmasyan
and those judges who have been in office
for a total of more than 12 years are
terminated. The remaining judges will
continue to work until this deadline. A
new head of the Constitutional Court
should be elected for a 6-year term after
all members of the Court are elected.

Thus, with the new amendments,
the powers of the members of the
Constitutional Court are terminated,
except for those who were elected
after 2015. There are two such judges
—Vahe Grigoryan and Arman Dilanyan.

Since the adopted draft relates
directly to the Constitutional Court,
the ruling My Step parliamentary ma-
jority refused to send the amendments
to the Constitutional Court on grounds
that its judges must not determine the
amendments’ conformity with other
articles of the constitution because of
a conflict of interest.
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AGBU Hosts First Pan-Armenian Virtual
Chess Tournament
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Coto de Caza,
California, USA

Tigran Arzumanyan
Goris, Syunik,
Age 16

Age 14

NEW YORK — The Republic of
Armenia has long been distinguished
as a nexus for chess supremacy, with
its national preoccupation with the
game, large share of world champi-
ons, including Olympic winners and
over 70 grandmasters (GMs), and,
recently, the integration of Chess into
its core public school curriculum. This
June, it took that passion a step further
with the launch of the first Pan Arme-
nian Chess Tournament (PACT),
hosted by the AGBU-sponsored Arme-
nian Virtual College (AVC) in associa-
tion with the Chess Academy of Arme-
nia.

Soon after the announcement of
PACT, 520 interested players signed
up, representing 36 countries and five
regions—from the Americas, Armenia
and Artsakh to Europe, the Middle East
and Africa, Asia and Oceania. The
tournament was structured in two
stages: five regional semi-finals; and
three rounds of final games leading to
the PACT champion titles. Between
games, players were given access to
renowned Armenian chess champions
via the AVC multi-media interactive
chess courses.

Among the diverse competitors,
Armenia’s players met their match
among formidable peers ranging in all
ages, with 428 players under the age of
20. Notably, winners were no older
than 16. The youngest, a semi-finalist,
was age nine.

Among the finalists, Third Prize
was taken by 16-year old Tigran
Arzumanyan of Goris in Armenia’s
Syunik province, Second Prize went
to 14-year old Kirk Ghazarian of Coto
de Caza, California, USA, and First
Prize was awarded to Sargis Sargsyan
of Vanadzor in Armenia’s Lori prov-
ince. An official certificate was con-
ferred upon each winner, signed by
GM Smbat Lputian, the president of
the Chess Academy of Armenia and
Dr. Zorian, as president and founder
of AVC. In addition, winners received
valuable monetary rewards in the form
of virtual gift cards.

The semi-finalists fromthe Ameri-
cas included (1st) Kirk Ghazarian, age
14 (USA); (2nd) Suren Ghazaryan,
age 15 (Canada); (3rd) Ethan Boldi,
age 13 (USA). From Europe: (lst)
Daniel Karapetyan-Hakopyan, age 13
(Spain); (2nd) Dimitrios Levon
Zakarian, age 12 (UK); and Henrik
Serobyan. Middle East and Africa: (1st)
Kevork Yeghian, age 16 (Syria), (2nd)
Edward Iskanderian, age 14 (Leba-
non); (3rd) Arsen Kenyan, age 9
(Syria). Armenia: (1st) Sargis
Sargsyan, age 16; (2nd) Tigran
Arzumanyan, age 16); (3rd) Menua
Hakobyan, age 12. Asia and Oceania:
Shahan Abu Sayeed, age 9 (India).

A semi-finalist from Aleppo
Kevork Yeghian,an AGBU-AY A scout
representing the Middle East/Africa
region, echoed the sentiments of many
of the young participants, saying, “I
am really happy for the chance to
participate in the competition and get
acquainted with other chess lovers
from different places.”

The closing ceremonies were
capped with a surprise live “blitz”
match between European Women Team
Champion Elina Danielyan versus Rus-
sian Women’s Rapid Champion Karina
Ambartsumova. Other commentators
included U.S. Women’s Vice-Cham-
pion Tatev Abrahamyanand U.S. Vice-
Champion Varuzhan Akobian.

In his congratulatory remarks,
AGBU Armenia President Vasken
Yacoubian summed up the broader
implications of the successful tourna-
ment. “Chess helps develop the indi-
vidual on many dimensions, but it has
also become sort of our national trade-
mark. Every nation has its features and
virtues, and over the decades, chess
has become the trademark of both the
Armenian Nation and Armenia. And
this has a big meaning. It’s clear that
we, as Armenians, have the great pos-
sibility of producing champions, who
become our national heroes and bring
pride to the people. This pride helps
unite people, and in unity is strength—
which is the AGBU motto.”
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Pasadena Unified School District

Armenian Dual Language Immersion
High School Program. (DLIP)

The program will be located at Blair School, home
to PUSD's International Baccalaureate programs.

¢ Armenian Dual Language

Immersion Program

PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Our Children. Learning Today. Lleading Tomorrow.

Register
Now!

2020-2021 Registration for the Armenian Dual Language .. _
Immersion High School Program at Blair is now open! § 4 i

626-396-3606

openenroliment.info
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