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Armenia-2050: PM Pashinyan Presents Transformation Strategy,
Goals for the Next Three Decades
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YEREVAN-- The changes in the
coming thirty years should be based on
four guiding values, Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said as he presented
the strategy of Armenia’s transforma-
tion until 2050.

“These changes are based on our
national values, national goals and pub-
lic demand. It is very important to
understand the ultimate goal of this
transformation, and the tasks we set
before us. Of course, the strongest
ideological basisis therecently adopted
National Security Strategy, in the pref-
ace of which we have recorded what
our national values are, but from the
strategic point of view, there are four
guiding values,” the Prime Minister
said.

1. Armenian statehood — State-
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hood is the only tool that allows us to
make decisions about our destiny. We
perceive statehood as a key value, it is
very important to state that the perma-
nence of the Armenian statehood is the
practical problem that we must solve.

2. Education — Education is the
only tool, the cornerstone, with which
we will be able to realize our problems
and find their solutions.

3. Individual — The individual is
the only entity that forms a family,
which we consider a national value,
which forms a society, a people or a
state. I consider the individual effort
an idea prevailing in Armenia today.

4. Work — Work is the only tool
that allows you to realize the accumu-
lated creative potential. The govern-
ment must be able to pursue a policy so

that through education, individual free-
doms and development, a person has
the opportunity to realize his creative
potential through work.

Pashinyan also named 16 mega-
problems that should be solved within
10 years: to have educated and capable
citizens, protected Armenia, effective
and accountable governance, healthy
and wealthy citizens, large and pros-
perous families, a rule of law country,
massive export of processed prod-
ucts, clean and green Armenia, rea-
sonable development of territories, ef-
fective farming, greatrepatriation and
integration, renewable and generally
available energy, attractive Armenia
for entrepreneurs, high technology
Armenia, recognizable, respected and
hospitable Armenia.

The prime minister named the
targets which are part of this strat-
egy: to raise the population of Arme-
nia to at least 5 million people, create
1.5 million jobs, defeat poverty with
work, increase GDP 20 times, in-
crease the average salary by 7 times,
instill a healthy lifestyle in the nation
and bring life expectancy to 90 years,
build the most efficient army in terms
of the population number, have one of
the top 10 intelligence services in the
world, make education a way of life,
turn Armenia into a country of high-
tech industry, have at least five tech-
nology companies worth over $10
billion and 10 thousand operating
startups.

U.S. Lauds Armenia’s
Reform Efforts

WASHINGTON, DC -- U.S. Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo praised
the Armenian government’s declared
efforts to root out corruption,
strengthen the rule of law and improve
the domestic business environment
when he congratulated Armenia on its
Independence Day on Monday.

“The United States welcomes
Armenia’s continued commitment to
strengthening the rule of law, estab-
lishing an independent judiciary, and
increasing economic and investment
opportunities,” read a statement is-
sued by Pompeo on the occasion.

“We commend Armenia’s ongo-
ing efforts to combat corruption
through transparency, due process,
and increased accountability to citi-
zens, and we will continue to support
you in these efforts,” added the state-
ment.

The U.S. increased its annual
assistance to Armenia by 40 percent,
to over $60 million, last year in a bid to
support the implementation of the Ar-
menian government’s ambitious re-
form agenda. Lynne Tracy, the U.S.
ambassador in Yerevan, stated last
November that “democracy in Arme-
nia is stronger than ever” now.

Both Pompeo and U.S. President
Donald Trump reaffirmed on Monday
Washington’s readiness to deepen ties
with the South Caucasus nation.

“We are prepared to continue

Continued onpage 4

Education Minister Arayik Harutyunyan
Rejects Demands for His Resignation

YEREVAN — Armenian Educa-
tion, Science, Culture and Sports Min-
ister Arayik Harutyunyan, responding
to demands for his resignation, said
that he has no intention to resign.

“If there are grounds for my
resignation, I will not stay in this posi-
tion even a minute more, and I myself
will write a letter of resignation,”
Harutyunyan said during a press con-
ference on Wednesday.

“These complaints are related to
the major reforms’ package that is
being implemented. The concern of
some political circles is connected with
the fact that as a result of these re-
forms, we will have a generation that
will no longer be their basis, will be
critical, analytical. And if the critical,
analytical generation analyzes the ac-
tivities of these circles, it will immedi-
ately decide that it will never support
these circles on any occasion. Groups
fighting under various veils, false val-
ues will be deprived of any support in
society,” the minister said.

As for his meeting with these
protesting groups, Harutyunyan said:
“You have seen that [ meet with these
groups in all the cases when there is an

agenda. [But] when groups put ex-
treme points—such as resignation, for
example—on their agenda, I find it
pointless to discuss it because it is a
matter on their agenda, and not a mat-
ter on my agenda at all. The matter on
my agenda is to reform the [education]
sector and bring novelty to the sec-
tor.”

“[But] if I feel that we are going
in the wrong direction—but we are

Continued onpage 4

Behind Trump’s Turkish ‘Bromance’:
New Report Unveils How Deep Erdogan’s
Ties are with the White House

An investigative report con-
ducted by European watchdog Orga-
nized Crime & Corruption Reporting
Project (OCCRP) found that Turkish
president Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s gov-
ernment through Brian Ballard, Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s close confidant,
have become one of the most powerful
lobbyist in Washington.

The report revealed that a lunch
meeting at Washington’s Watergate
Hotel the day before Trump’s inaugu-
ration was held between Ballard and
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevliit
Cavusoglu, as well as with Lev Parnas,
a Florida businessman with connec-
tions to Ukraine, as well as Miibariz
Mansimov, a Turkish-Azerbaijani ship-
ping magnate now on trial in Turkey on
terrorism charges.

“The meeting on January 19,
2017, which has never before been
disclosed, was key to building a close
relationship between the administra-
tions of Trump and Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. It has perhaps
been the most successful foreign lob-
bying effort of the Trump presidency

— no mean feat for an administration
mired from the beginning in foreign
influence scandals,” the report wrote.

“There was a lot of bodyguards,
Turkish bodyguards,” Parnas recalled
in an interview. “It was in a little
restaurant. We went in. [Cavusoglu]
was sitting in the restaurant with a
couple of other Turkish dignitaries.”

Continued onpage 4
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PM Pashinyan Declares that Constitutional
Crisis in Armenia is Over

YEREVAN — The constitutional
crisis in Armenia is over, Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan said
Wednesday at a Q&A hour in the
National Assembly. One day before,
the National Assembly elected by se-
cret ballot Edgar Shatiryan, Artur
Vagharshyan and Yervand
Khundkaryan as new judges of the
Constitutional Court. Opposition fac-
tions have refused to take part in elec-
tions, which they say are contrary to
the law and constitutional provisions.

“In any situation, there are groups,
political or non-political forces that
want to further their interests and agen-
das and to install their people, their
candidates, their clients in certain po-
sitions on behalf of the public,”
Pashinyan stated.

“I believe that what happened in
the National Assembly was very im-
portant: it ended the crisis around the
Constitutional Court,” declared the
prime minister. “Does it mean that an
ideal Constitutional Court has been
formed? No, it doesn’t.”

Pashinian also lambasted civic
activists who claim that the selection
of the new high court justices contra-
dicted the goals of the 2018 “Velvet

Revolution” led by him. He said that
they cannot act like “ardent defenders
of the revolution’s values” because
they played no part in the popular
uprising that brought him to power.

Pashinyan indicated that since
the government’s first nominee re-
fused to seek membership in the Con-
stitutional Court, the second candidate
was nominated taking into account the
opinion of the parliamentary forces.

On July 22, 2020, Speaker of the
National Assembly of Armenia Ararat
Mirzoyan signed the law adopted by
the parliament on June 30 on amend-
ments to the law on the Constitutional
Court.

Azerbaijani’s Threats to Hit the Armenian
Nuclear Power Plant a Crime Against
Humanity — Minister

&,

international Atomic Enargy Agency

Atoms for Peace and Development

Azerbaijani’s threats to hit the
Metsamor Nuclear Power Plant is noth-
ing but a crime against humanity and
should receive appropriate response
from the international community,
Armenian Minister of Territorial Ad-
ministration and Infrastructures Suren
Papikyan said in an address to the 64th
Annual Regular Session of the IAEA
General Conference

Armenia will continue to make
every effort to prevent such threats in
the future, he said.

“In these difficult conditions of
the fight against coronavirus, Armenia
faced an extremely dangerous and un-
precedented challenge for the security
of our country and the whole region. I
am talking about the real threat of a
missile strike on the Metsamor nuclear
power plant, which was voiced by the
representative of the neighboring state
of Armenia. Moreover, it was declared
that the aim of this strike is to inflict

catastrophic damage on Armenia and
its people,” Suren Papikyan said.

“For the first time, we are facing
a situation where the real threat to the
safety of the nuclear power plant comes
not from a terrorist organization, but
from a state through its official repre-
sentative. Moreover, a state that posi-
tions itself before the international com-
munity as its responsible member is a
full-fledged subject of international
relations,” the Minister stated.

“As it turned out, our interna-
tional law and its toolkit have not fully
taken into account the emergence of
such threats. Unfortunately, to date,
the international community does not
have effective containment mecha-
nisms to prevent potential threats to
the safety of nuclear power plants by
states, and lacks tools to respond ef-
fectively to the threats that have al-
ready been made,” Minister Papikyan
stated.

September 26, 2020

Armenian Embassy Officially Inaugurated
in Tel Aviv

TEL AVIV — Armenia has inau-
gurated its embassy in Israel one year
after deciding to upgrade diplomatic
relations with the Jewish state.

The opening of the Armenian
Embassyin Tel Aviv, initially slated for
the beginning of this year, was delayed
by the coronavirus pandemic.

A Russian-language news
website, Vesti Izrail, reported that a
senior Israeli Foreign Ministry offi-
cial attended the opening ceremony
held on Thursday. It quoted the offi-
cial, Itzhak Carmel-Kagan, as saying
that the embassy will facilitate a “con-
structive dialogue” between the two
countries.

Addressing the event, Ambassa-
dor Armen Smbatyan noted a special
symbolism in the fact that the embassy
begins its work on the eve of the New
Year according to the Jewish calendar.
He congratulated all the citizens of
Israel on Rosh Hashanah, wishing
peace and prosperity to Israel,
wellbeing, health and success to the
people of the country.

In a short interview with Vesti,
the ambassador said: “How can Arme-
nia and Israel begin a joint movement
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towards a future that, first of all,
encompasses bilateral interstate rela-
tions? I see no alternative to humani-
tarian contacts and projects that act as
a driving force and catalyst for initial-
ization and ensuring sustainable, irre-
versible, productive and multilateral
cooperation between countries and
peoples in the 21st century.”

The Armenian mission located
inside a Tel Aviv office building began
providing consular services last month.
Also, Ambassador Armen Smbatyan
met with leaders of the Armenian com-
munity in the Holy Land, including
Jerusalem-based Patriarch Nourhan
Manougian.

The Armenian government de-
cided to open the embassy in Septem-
ber 2019, saying that it will not only
“give new impetus” to its relations
with Israel but also help to secure the
Armenian Apostolic Church’s contin-
ued presence in the Holy Land.

Armenia and Israel established
diplomatic relations in 1992 but have
had no embassies in each other’s capi-
tals until now. The former Armenian
ambassadors to the Jewish state were
based in Paris, Cairo and Yerevan.

Azerbaijani Authorities’ Refusal to Allow
ICRS Representatives to Visit Captive
Armenian Officer Gross violation of
International Law

YEREVAN (Arka.am). Armenian
Defense Minister, Chairman of the
Commission on Prisoners of War, Hos-
tages and Missing Persons David
Tonoyan met Thursday with Head of
the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) Delegation in Armenia
Claire Maitro, the press service of the
defense ministry reported.

Speaking about the videos dis-
seminated by the Azerbaijan media
about Gurgen Alaverdyan, the Arme-
nian officer who is now in captivity in
Azerbaijan, Tonoyan expressed the
concern of the Armenian defense min-
istry about their content.

The minister said that the ob-
stacles put by the Azerbaijani authori-
ties to allow representatives of the
Baku office of the ICRC to visit Gurgen
Alaverdyan is a gross violation of in-
ternationally recognized rights, in par-
ticular, Azerbaijan's obligations under
international humanitarian law.

Tonoyan thanked the head of the
Yerevan office of the ICRC for the

efforts made by the delegation to pro-
tect the rights of prisoners of war and
civilians under the jurisdiction of
Azerbaijan.

In turn, Meitro assured that the
ICRC delegation is taking all the neces-
sary steps to ensure all due procedures.

The Armenian defense minister
and the ICRC representative also dis-
cussed activities aimed at assessing
the level of integration of international
humanitarian law (IHL) in the Arme-
nian Armed Forces. This process,
which started in 2019, is aimed at
assessing the level of involvement of
military legal advisers in the military
educational and educational programs
of the Armenian Armed Forces, the
integration of IHL into the planning of
military operations and the decision-
making process.

Officer Gurgen Alaverdyan got
lost while checking frontline combat
positions due to unfavorable weather
conditions. After his capture Azerbaijan
initiated a criminal case against him.



3

Massis Weekly

The 2020 International Hrant Dink Award
Goes to Osman Kavala from Turkey and
Mozn Hassan from Egypt

ISTANBUL -- The twelfth Inter-
national Hrant Dink Award was pre-
sented on Tuesday, September 15th
by an online ceremony. This year’s
awards were granted to Osman Kavala
who devoted his life to building a plu-
ralistic and democratic society and
showed that human rights and social
dialogue can be strengthened through
culture and art and Mozn Hassan one of
the pioneers of the feminist movement
across the Middle East and North Af-
rica, struggling against sexual violence
and womens rights violations in Egypt.

The award ceremony was hosted
by Sebnem Bozoklu and Alican
Yiicesoy in Turkish, and also by Ece
Dizdar in English languages. The cer-
emony was held at 23.5 Hrant Dink
Site of Memory and the opening speech
was delivered by International Hrant
Dink Award Committee President
Ahmet Insel.

Arto Tungboyaciyan, Can
Bonomo, Dialog Project, Kalben,
Kudsi Erguner, and O.F.F. have par-
ticipated in the ceremony with their
special performances for the night.

Moreover, people and institutions
from Turkey and all around the world,
who shed light to humanity with their
struggles are acknowledged as the 'In-
spirations' of 2020. Among the Inspi-
rations of this year, there human and

women’s rights defenders from Tur-
key to Chile, Indonesia to Lebanon,
Germany to the United States, India to
China, as well as inspirational individu-
als and initiatives with their demands
for peace, equal citizenship, democ-
racy and justice.

At the ceremony, Rakel Dink
sang one of the favorite songs of her
husband Hrant Dink at Surp Toros
Armenian Churchin Tekirdag Malkara,
which is awaiting restoration. The
night ended with the song "Son Dakika
Goli" (Last Minute Goal) by Arto
Tungboyaciyan composed specially
for the ceremony.

Osman Kavala the laureate from
Turkey has written in his later from the
prison "I do believe that prejudices
across different segments of the soci-
ety and people living in different coun-
tries can be overcome through using
our reason, engaging in dialogue and
listening to one another." to remark the
importance of dialogue.

The laureate from Egypt Mozn
Hassan in her speech, "Being presented
with such an honourable award today
makes it all worthwhile and reminds
me to never lose hope regardless of the
consequences and to always keep
fighting regardless of the repercus-
sions" to remark the importance of
struggle against discrimination.

911: Lady Gaga’s New Video Inspired
by Armenian Filmmaker Parajanov’s
Color of Pomegranates

LOS ANGELES -- Lady Gaga
hasbased her new video for Chromatica
single “911” largely on Armenian film-
maker Sergei Parajanov’s classic 1969
art film The Color of Pomegranates,
Armradio.am reports.

When Gaga is first introduced
she’s surrounded by actual pomegran-
ates. The poster of the film briefly
appears in the video. The word “cau-
tion” in Armenian can be seen through-

out the short film.

The music video was directed by
filmmaker Tarsem Singh, who has
frequently cited Parajanov as a major
influence

The video begins with Gaga in a
desert sprawled out next to a broken
bicycle and pomegranates spilled on
the ground. As the song “911” starts,
she enters a mission filled with oddly
dressed people, including a nurse, a
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Fartuun Adan and Ilwad Elman from Somalia
Named 2020 Aurora Prize Laureates

NEW YORK — The Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative awarded the fifth
annual Aurora Prize for Awakening
Humanity to Fartuun Adan and Ilwad
Elman, the mother and daughter team
who lead the Elman Peace and Human
Rights Centre in Somalia. As Aurora
Prize Laureates, they will receive a US
$1,000,000 award and a unique oppor-
tunity to continue the cycle of giving
by supporting the organizations that
have inspired their humanitarian ac-
tion. Fartuun Adan and Ilwad Elman
have selected three organizations —
Love Does, Panzi Foundation, and
Prajwala — that fight for freedom and
human rights, provide healthcare to
marginalized populations, and save vic-
tims of sex-trafficking to be the ben-
eficiaries of their million dollar prize.

Fartuun Adan and Ilwad Elman
were chosen among the 2020 Aurora
Humanitarians, or finalists, announced
on April 24, 2020. Besides the Somali
human rights defenders, these out-
standing heroes include Congolese
activist Angélique Namaika, refugee
rescuers Sophie Beau and Klaus Vogel,
and educator Sakena Yacoobi from
Afghanistan.

To date, Aurora has launched or
supported numerous projects in nearly
30 countries, benefitting almost a mil-
lion people suffering from the atroci-
ties of war, famine, lack of healthcare,
genocide or human rights violations.
Granted on behalf of the survivors of
the Armenian Genocide and in grati-
tude to their saviors, the Aurora Prize
seeks to expand the global humanitar-
ian movement by enabling humanitar-
ians worldwide to continue the cycle
of giving.

Fartuun Adan and Ilwad Elman
have been protecting women’s rights,
promoting peacebuilding, and rehabili-
tating child soldiers for many years.
Their courage, resilience, and unwa-
vering commitment to the people of
Somalia has brought this mother and

daughter team global recognition.

“Fartuun Adan and Ilwad Elman
embody the spirit of the Aurora Prize
and our philosophy of Gratitude in
Action, and we are delighted with this
opportunity to express our deepest
admiration and appreciation to them
for the amazing work they are doing in
Somalia. They give people a second
chance, hope for the future, and inspi-
ration to lead a meaningful life. Their
courage, self-sacrifice, altruism, ide-
alism, as well as actions on the ground
reflect the values of the global Aurora
movement,” noted Vartan Gregorian,
President of Carnegie Corporation of
New York, Co-Founder of the Aurora
Humanitarian Initiative, and Member
of the Selection Committee.

Lord Ara Darzi, Co-Director of
the Institute of Global Health Innova-
tion at Imperial College London and
Chair of the Aurora Prize Selection
Committee, noted in his video an-
nouncement of the Laureates, “2020
has been a tumultuous year, but as
with all crises, it has brought us to-
gether. Amidst the COVID-19 pan-
demic, many new modern-day heroes
like Fartuun Adan and Ilwad Elman
emerged, reminding us of our com-
mon humanity.”

“For the last five years, Aurora has
been spreading the message that acts of
kindness make a difference when you
add them up, and Fartuun’s and Ilwad’s
courageous activism is a vivid testament
to that,” said Samantha Power, Harvard
professor, former U.S. Ambassador to
the United Nations and Aurora Prize
Selection Committee member.

On October 19, 2020, a special
Gratitude in Action virtual event will be
broadcast live from the New York
Public Library to celebrate Aurora’s
fifth anniversary by honoring the Au-
rora Prize Laureates and paying tribute
to New York City COVID-19 heroes.
A live event will also be held in March
2021 in New York City.

man banging his head onto a pillow,
and a woman cradling a mummy.

Later in the video, an ambulance
spinal board is brought in behind Gaga
and she begins crying. After the song
ends, she wakes up in the real world to
paramedics treating her. She has been
hurt in a car accident, and all the
images from earlier in the song show
up as billboards on the street where the
accident occurred and other people
involved in the accident. The desert as
it turns out was White Sands National
Park in New Mexico.

“This short film is very personal
to me, my experience with mental

health and the way reality and dreams
can interconnect to form heroes within
us and all around us,” Lady Gaga said
on Instagram.

“Something that was once my
real life everyday is now a film, a true
story that is now the past and not the
present. It’s the poetry of pain,” she
added.

The original filmis a poetic retell-
ing of the life of 18th-century Arme-
nian poet and musician Sayat-Nova.
Parajanov used little actual dialogue in
the film, and most of the story is told
through narrative, sound, some mu-
sic, and occasional title cards.
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ASP Holds International Conference on
the Early Turkish Republic Period

FRESNO -- The Armenian Stud-
ies Programwill hold an international
conference on “The State of the Art
of'the Early Turkish Republic Period:
Historiography, Sources, and Future
Directions” on Friday, October 2,
and Saturday, October 3, 2020. The
Society for Armenian Studies (SAS)
is a co-sponsor of the conference.
The conference will be held virtually
as a Zoom webinar. The registration
link for Friday is: http://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesconferencel. The
registration link for Saturday is: http:/
/bit.ly/armenianstudiesconference?2.

Organized by Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian (Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, California State University,
Fresno) and Dr. Umit Kurt (Polonsky
Fellow, Van Leer Institute, Jerusalem
and Lecturer in the Hebrew University
of Jerusalem), the conference will ex-
plore the early Turkish Republican pe-
riod. The modern state of Turkey —
formally established on October 29,
1923, under the leadership of Kemal
Ataturk — came into existence in the
period 1908-1945, in which traumatic
and revolutionary developments fol-
lowed each other in quick succession:
the constitutional revolution, eleven
years of war, mass migration and mass
murder, the end of a 600-year old
empire and the almost partition of the
remains among the victors in World
War I and the foundation of Turkish
Republic.

Armenians remained in the new
Turkish Republic and experienced
these developments. At the same time,
it is the period of political experiments,
the building of a national economy,
and the birth of Turkish nationalism.
The republic is both heir to all of these
developments and a daring experiment
in nation building and modernization.

This conference aims to use the
historical context of the collapse of the
Ottoman Empire and the emergence of
a new nation state, the Republic of
Turkey, to discuss and analyze major
issues that played a dominant role in
the history of this period: the emer-
gence of the modern state, the impact
of war, nationalism and nation build-
ing, and the role of religion and secu-
larism.

The Thomas A. Kouymjian Fam-
ily Foundation, the Leon S. Peters
Foundation, and the M. Victoria Kazan
Fund for Armenian Studies are sup-
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New Postage Stamp Dedicated to Historic
Armenian Church in Singapore
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Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian
will open the Conference at 7:00PM on
Friday, October 2. A keynote address
will be given by Dr. Christine Philliou
(University of California, Berkeley).

The first session will then open
with two panelists: Christopher
Sheklian (the Krikor and Clara Zohrab
Information Center, New York) “Ar-
menians and the Problem-Space of
Secularism in the Early Turkish Re-
public” and Erdem Ilter (UCLA) “The
Ottoman Imperial Legacy on Turkish
Nation Building: An Analysis of the
General Inspectorates (1895 — 1945).

The Conference will reconvene
at 10:00AM on Saturday, October 3,
with one session, which will feature
presentations by Talin Suciyan (Ludwig
Maximilian University, Munich) “The
Amorphous/Abstracted Peasant of Ot-
toman and Turkish Historiography”;
Umit Kurt (Van Leer Institute, Jerusa-
lem) “History of A Local Republican
Entrepreneur in New Turkey: Cemil
Alevli”; and Ari Sekeryan (Manoogian
Post-Doctoral Program, University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor) “The ‘loyal citi-
zens’ of the Republic: The Armenian
Community During the First Years of
the Republic of Turkey (1923-1928).”

All sessions are free and open to
the public. Zoomregistration is require
for each session of the conference.
For Friday: http://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesconferencel. For Sat-
urday: http://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesconference?2.

Education Minister Arayik Harutyunyan

Continued frompage 1

going in the right direction now, [ will
resign myself. [But] there is no such
matter on my agenda now,” Arayik
Harutyunyan added.

The Bright Armenia Party (LHK),
one of the two opposition groups rep-
resented in the Armenian parliament,
added its voice to the calls for
Harutiunyan’s resignation last week.
It said it will try to push through the
National Assembly a motion to ask
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan to
consider sacking the minister. LHK
leaders said Harutiunyan has failed to
carry out any major reforms of

Armenia’s education system beset by
many problems since being appointed
as minister in the wake of the 2018
“Velvet Revolution.”

Harutiunyan, who is a senior
member of Pashinian’s My Step bloc,
rejected the criticism. “I would ask
our colleagues not to threaten me
with irresponsible statements and res-
ignation demands because I’m not
scared of that,” he told a news con-
ference.

“I was and am one of the lead-
ers of a revolutionary team,” he said.
“I took on a mission to reform the
sector and am now accomplishing
that mission.”
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Unioe Q-ppann Lnrigunppo
ULtk 1835,

<

YEREVAN — On September
17th, 2020, one postage stamp dedi-
cated to the theme “Armenian cultural
heritage in the Asian region. Church of
Saint Gregory the Illuminator in
Singapore” has been put into circula-
tion.

The postage stamp depicts the
facade of the Saint Gregory the I1lumi-
nator Church in Singapore.

The postage stamp also depicts
the inscriptions “SAINT GREGORY
THE ILLUMINATOR CHURCH,
SINGAPORE” and “ARMENIAN AP-
OSTOLICHOLY CHURCH” in Arme-
nian and English languages.

The Armenian Apostolic Church
of St. Gregory the Illuminator is

the oldest standing church building
in Singapore. The church was de-
signed and built by well-known Irish
architect, George Coleman, and is
considered to be his most famous
masterpiece. It was built in 1835
and consecrated in 1836. It is sur-
rounded by landscaped tropical gar-
dens with a small cemetery, where
prominent Armenians of Singapore
of XIX and XX centuries have been
laid to rest.

Date ofissue: September 17,2020

Designer: David Dovlatyan

Printing house: Cartor, France

Size: 40,0 x 30,0 mm

Stamps per sheet: 10 pcs

Print run: 40 000 pcs

U.S. Lauds Armenia’s Reform Efforts

Continued frompage 1

cooperating in the areas of mutual
interest, including the expansion of
bilateral trade and investment ex-
changes, the furtherance of the rule of
law, regional stability, and the strength-
ening of your country’s sovereignty,”
Trump said in a congratulatory mes-
sage to Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

“The Armenian and American
peoples boast strong and enduring ties,
be it in the face of a new global pan-
demic or in the side-by-side interna-
tional peacekeeping operations in Af-

ghanistan or Kosovo,” he wrote.

Earlier this year, Washington pro-
vided Yerevan with at least $6.5 mil-
lion in aid designed to help it cope with
the coronavirus pandemic.

Pashinyan assured Trump in July
that his government is committed to
boosting Armenia’s “friendly relations”
with the U.S. He also praised
Washington’s policy on the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

Pompeo mentioned the conflict
in his statement. He urged the conflict-
ing parties to resume “substantive”
peace talks “as soon as possible.”

Behind Trump’s Turkish ‘Bromance’

Continued frompage 1

“Miibariz introduced Brian Ballard
as ‘Trump’s number one guy,’” Parnas
said of the top Trump fundraiser from
Florida, whom Politico dubbed “The
Most Powerful Lobbyist in Trump’s
Washington.”

“The warm relationship that fol-
lowed would see Trump administration
officials, and the president himself, make
decisions that baffled advisers who
believed they put Erdogan’s interests
over America’s,” the report titled Be-
hind Trump’s Turkish ‘Bromance’:
Oligarchs, Crooks, and a Multi-Million-
Dollar Lobbying Deal, said.

Behind Trump’s Turkish
‘Bromance’: New report unveils
how deep Erdogan's ties are with
the White House

The report would then go onto
explain in meticulous detail with sup-
porting documents just how effective

the lobbying was as multimillion dollar
contracts were signed between those
close with Trump and Erdogan.

“The upshot of Turkey’s out-
reach has been a Trump administra-
tion that has often been strikingly
receptive to the interests of Erdogan’s
authoritarian government,” the re-
port said.

Carl Bernstein, a veteran journal-
ist who helped break the Watergate
scandal that brought down Richard
Nixon, reported in June that Erdogan
has enjoyed a level of telephone access
to the U.S. president unrivaled by any
other foreign leader.

“By far the greatest number of
Trump’s telephone discussions with
an individual head of state were with
Erdogan, who sometimes phoned the
White House at least twice a week and
was put through directly to the Presi-
dent on standing orders from Trump,”
Bernstein wrote.
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v URGENT APPEAL

We stand in solidarity with our community in Beirut, Lebanon.
The consequences of the hogic explosion on August 4 ore honific,
Nothing cun bring bock preciaus lives lost.
. Nor is it pasy fo restora hames, churches, community centers and businesses damaged.
But we con lend o helping hand to our brothers and sisters at the AEBU - Lebanan

ol " whoare doing the impassibla to help the wounded ond the displaced following this disoster.

TOGETHER
let’s try to ease the pain and

RESTORE HOPE!
CLICK HERE AND DONATE
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