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Artsakh Defense Forces Destroy Gyanja
Military Airfield in Azerbaijan

STEPANAKERT — Artsakh De-
fense Army has stated that it’s forces
have destroyed a military airfield in
Gyanja, Azerbaijan’s second largest
city located a few dozen kilometers
fromthe Armenian-Azerbaijani “line of
contact”.

The Defense Army said hat it is
“dealing powerful blows to very im-
portant military facilities located deep
inside Azerbaijan.”

“By my order today, the Defense
Army has hit several rocket strikes in
Gyanja city. At this point, I have or-
dered to stop fire to avoid innocent
victims among civilians”. Arayik

Harutyunyan said in a live TV state-
ment.

“If the adversary does not re-
ciprocate appropriately, we will
continue to with a proportional re-
sponse to strike and dismantle the
adversary’s military infrastructure,
hardware, and ability to wage war.”
stated Harutyunyan.

Baku confirmed that Gyanja was
hit by rockets but did not immediately
specify damage caused by them. A
senior Azerbaijani official said that they
were fired from Armenia. The Arme-

Continued onpage 4

Russia and Syria Confirm Participation of
Jhadist Mercenaries in Karabakh War

The head of Russia’s Foreign
Intelligence Service, Sergei Naryshkin,
has warned that Nagorno-Karabakh
risks becoming a launchpad for terror-
ists who could enter Russian territory,
TASS news agency cited him as say-
ing on Tuesday.

“The flaring up armed confron-
tation in Karabakh, like a magnet, at-
tracts militants from various interna-
tional terrorist structures,” Naryshkin
stressed.

“We cannot but be concerned
that the South Caucasus is capable of
becoming a new launchpad for inter-
national terrorist organizations, from
where militants can subsequently en-

ter states neighboring Azerbaijan and
Armenia, including Russia,” he
stressed.

“According to the information
available in the Foreign Intelligence
Service, mercenaries from the interna-
tional terrorist organizations fighting
in the Middle East, such as Jabhat al-
Nusra (banned in Russia), Firkat al-
Hamza, Sultan Murad, as well as ex-
tremist Kurdish groups, are actively
moving into the conflict zone,” said
Naryshkin.

He stressed that ‘we are talking
about hundreds and even thousands of

Continued onpage 4

“The United States Needs to Explain
Whether It Gave Those F-16s to Bomb

Peaceful Populations” — PM Nikol
Pashinyan’s Interview to the New York Times

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan gave an interview to
The New York Times, in which he
referred to the war unleashed by
Azerbaijanagainst Nagorno-Karabakh.
Below is the NYT article about the
interview.

“As Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan talked over the phone on
Thursday with President Trump’s
national security adviser, he raised a
delicate issue: Why is nothing being
done to stop a longtime United States
ally, Turkey, from using American-
made F-16 jets against ethnic Arme-
nians? Mr. Pashinyan’s call to the
national security adviser, Robert
O’Brien, followed an eruption of
heavy fighting in and around
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Mr. Pashinyan said in a telephone
interview that the conflict has taken on
a far more dangerous dimension be-
cause of Turkey’s direct military in-
tervention in support of Azerbaijan.

The conflict has set off alarms
about the risks of a wider war and put
the United States, with its large and
politically influential Armenian

Diaspora, in the uncomfortable posi-
tion of watching Turkey, a vital NATO
ally, deploying F-16 jets in support of
Armenia’s enemies.

“The United States,” Mr.
Pashinyan said, “needs to explain
whether it gave those F-16s to bomb
peaceful villages and peaceful popu-
lations.” He said that Mr. O’Brien
had “heard and acknowledged” his
concerns.

Mr. Pashinyan declined to say
whether Armenia might be ready to
surrender any territory to Azerbaijan
as part of a possible peace settlement,
insisting that this was not up to him but
a matter for the leaders of Nagorno-
Karabakh.

For Armenia, Mr. Pashinyan said,
the current fighting, which began Sept.
27 after months of rising tensions,
poses an “existential threat” because
of the role of Turkey, whose precur-
sor, the Ottoman Empire, killed an
estimated 1.5 million Armenians at the
end of World War I. The U.S. Con-
gress and many countries have de-
clared the killings “genocide,” a word-
ing that Turkey strenuously rejects.”

US, Russia and France Call for
Immediate and Unconditional Ceasefire
in Nagorno-Karabakh

WASHINGTON, DC — The text
of the following statement was re-
leased by the Governments of the United
States of America, the Russian Fed-
eration, and the Republic of France on
October 5, 2020.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Russian Federation Sergey
Lavrov, Minister for Europe and For-
eign Affairs of France Jean-Yves Le
Drian, and Secretary of State of the
United States of America Michael R.
Pompeo, representing the Co-Chair
countries of the OSCE Minsk Group,
condemn in the strongest terms the
unprecedented and dangerous escala-
tion of violence in and outside of the
Nagorno-Karabakh zone.

The Ministers stress uncondi-

tionally that recent attacks allegedly
targeting civilian centers — both along
the Line of Contact and on the territo-
ries of Azerbaijan and Armenia outside
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone —
and the disproportionate nature of such
attacks constitute an unacceptable
threat to the stability of the region.
Recalling the October 1 state-
ment of the Heads of State of the three
Co-Chair countries of the OSCE Minsk
Group, the Ministers call once again
upon the conflicting parties to accept
an immediate and unconditional
ceasefire. The Co-Chairing countries
are determined to exercise fully their
mandate, entrusted to them by the

Continued onpage 4



Massis Weekly

Armenian Councils Condemn
the Persecution of Garo Paylan

The Armenian Council of America
(ACA) and the Armenian Council of
Europe (ACE) condemn the continued
persecution of HDP party members
and most notably, MP Garo Paylan.
Throughout the last few weeks, the
Erdogan regime has arrested members
of his political opposition and heavily
persecuted all those who speak out
against his authoritarian rule.

Recently, Erdogan has directly
targeted MP Paylan through the so
called “Center for Eurasian Strategic
Studies (ASAM)” which is nothing
more than a thinly veiled think tank
promoting Erdogan’s racist and fas-
cist ideology. ASAM’s subsidiary, the
“Institute for Armenian Research”
publishes the regime’s racist rhetoric
againstethnic Armenians and denialism
of the Armenian Genocide.

Over the past week, MP Paylan
has called on the Turkish regime to
immediately stop all warmongering ac-
tivities, pro-war propaganda, and anti-
Armenian rhetoric. These activities by
Turkish officials have emboldened some
Turks to intimidate and harass Turkey’s
ethnic Armenian community. Instead,
MP Paylan has asked that the Turkish
regime engage in meaningful negotiation
in order to deescalate the belligerent
offensive engaged by Azerbaijan against

the people of Artsakh and Armenia.
Aside from the clear and implicit Turkish
military assistance, Azerbaijan has now
resorted to blatant war crimes by using
cluster bombs in residential neighbor-
hoods and indiscriminately targeting
apartment buildings.

The ACA and ACE demand that
MP Paylan continues to receive the
same level of immunity enjoyed by his
peers and the immediate cessation of
all fabricated claims against his anti-
war statements or activities as a mem-
ber of the HDP. Further, we demand
that the International Community aid
and defend MP Paylan’s freedom of
speech and freedom from malicious
political prosecution.

Francois Hollande Questions Turkey’s
Membership in NATO

The Armenian Council of America
(ACA) and Armenian Council of Eu-
rope (ACE) commend the declaration
of Frangois Hollande, former president
of France, during a meeting on Sun-
day, October 4, 2020, in support of
Artsakh organized in the city of
Alfortville, home to a large Armenian
community.

Frangois Hollande stressed he had
weighed every word of his speech,
saying “We are facing a war, a real war
started by Azerbaijan, it could only be
started and pursued with the support
and intervention of Turkey, which pro-
vides arms, equipment and mercenar-
ies. These Syrian, Libyan fighters have
transited through Turkey.”

He expressed his concern, em-
phasizing that “this war can escalate
throughout the region.” Frangois
Hollande recalled that he had gathered
the Armenian and Azeri presidents in
Paris for a peace agreement and while
an agreement was close, Turkey and
Russia had prevented the finalization in

order to retain their influence. That is
why, he adds, the role of France,
together with the Minsk group, “is to
impose a ceasefire, to get Turkey to
end its intervention and to take interna-
tional sanctions in the event of a
breach.”

The same for the Security Coun-
cil, which is expected to vote on a
binding resolution to impose a ceasefire.
Finally, the President questioned
Turkey’s membership in NATO and
denounced its involvement in the bomb-
ing of civilians. “The time for clarifi-
cation has come, it must come from
Europe and no blackmail can be car-
ried out on Europe... Erdogan’s Tur-
key wants to know how far it can go,
it tests us everywhere. Well, I’'m tell-
ing you, if you are there, if we are there
too, Erdogan’s Turkey will not go any
further!”

Saro Mardiryan, Deputy Mayor
of Alfortville, and Chairman of ACE in

Continued onpage 4
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Amnesty International Confirms
Azerbaijan Used Israeli-made cluster Bombs
Against Civilians in Stepanakert

Amnesty International’s Crisis
Response experts were able to trace
the location of of residential areas of
Stepanakert, and identified Israeli-
made M095 DPICM cluster bombs
that appear to have been fired by
Azerbaijani forces.

“The use of cluster bombs in any
circumstances is banned under inter-
national humanitarian law, so their use
to attack civilian areas is particularly
dangerous and will only lead to further
deaths and injuries,” said Denis
Krivosheev, Amnesty International’s
acting Head of Eastern Europe and
Central Asia.

“Cluster bombs are inherently
indiscriminate weapons, and their
deployment in residential areas is abso-
lutely appalling and unacceptable. As
fighting continues to escalate, civilians
must be protected, not deliberately tar-
geted or recklessly endangered,” he said.

Amnesty International has called
on all sides to the conflict to fully
respect international humanitarian law,
and to protect civilians from the ef-
fects of hostilities.

Crisis Response experts also re-
ported an unidentified number of civil-
ian casualties after further shelling in
Stepanakert and the town of Shushi.

Canada Suspends Arms Export
Permits to Turkey

OTTAWA — Foreign Affairs
Minister Francois-Philippe Champagne
has halted military export permits to
Turkey after allegations that Canadian
technology was being used in the fight-
ing between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

Champagne previously ordered
an investigation into these claims and
announced the freeze today in a state-
ment:

“Over the last several days, cer-
tain allegations have been made re-
garding Canadian technology being
used in the military conflicts in
Nagorno-Karabakh.

“Upon learning of these allega-
tions, I immediately directed Global
Affairs Canada to investigate these

claims.

“In line with Canada’s robust
export control regime and due to the
ongoing hostilities, I have suspended
the relevant export permits to Turkey,
so as to allow time to further assess the
situation.

“Canada continues to be con-
cerned by the ongoing conflict in
Nagorno-Karabakh resulting in shell-
ing of communities and civilian casu-
alties.

“We call for measures to be taken
immediately to stabilize the situation
on the ground and reiterate that there is
no alternative to a peaceful, negotiated
solution to this conflict.” Read the
statement.

Arab League Chief:

Turkish Interference in Regional Tensions
Will Not End Well for the Country

CAIRO (Arabnews) — The Arab
League head has warned Turkey over
its role in increased regional tension in
the Caucasus and Mediterranean re-
gions, saying that “it will not end well”
for the regional power.

Secretary-General of the Arab
League Ahmed Aboul Gheit said in a
televised statement:

“Turkey is facing a group of
differences with regional and super-
power parties to a degree that will not
end well for it or its leadership.

“Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan is interfering in
Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Libya militar-
ily,” he added.

“Erdogan also interfered in the

Caucasus between Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia, collided with Greece and
Cyprus, and attacked the eastern Medi-
terranean in the gas areas, which made
a large and influential country like
France send fighters and an aircraft
carrier to Cyprus.

“Even Italy, which was under-
standing of many of the Turkish posi-
tions, went to France. Everyone is
telling Erdogan now that he will face
consequences for his actions.

“It annoys me that the Syrians
use mercenaries to fight with Azerbaijan
against Armenia ... It is very sad that
Syrian mercenaries are being used by
Erdogan in cases that are unrelated to
Turkey,” Aboul Gheit said.



Dear people,

Proud citizens of the Republic of
Armenia,

Proud citizens of the Republic of
Artsakh,

Proud Armenians in the Diaspora,

For almost a week now, the Ar-
menian people in Artsakh and Armenia
have been resisting the Azerbaijani-
Turkish terrorist attack. The scale of
the attack is unprecedented, the enemy
is attacking on a scale that, according
to military experts, in the 21st century
has not often happened anywhere in
the world, in any of the conflict zones.

Hundreds of tanks and infantry
fighting vehicles, thousands of shells
and missiles, dozens of planes, hun-
dreds of drones and tens of thousands
of troops have been attacking the po-
sitions of the Artsakh Defense Army
along the entire line of contact for a
week now.

Our analysis of the previous day
showed that about 150 to 200 soldiers
of the enemy are attacking one combat
position of the Artsakh Defense Army.
Moreover, such attacks are repeated
several times a day, accompanied by
the support of missiles and traditional
artillery, armored vehicles, aircraft,
drones. According to our military, in
addition to the Azerbaijani army units,
Syrian mercenaries and terrorists, spe-
cial units of the Turkish army are
involved in the attacks.

According to our information,
about 150 high-ranking servicemen of
the Turkish army are in the command
posts of different units of the
Azerbaijani Armed Forces and lead the
military operations.

This description itself should tes-
tify to the heavy fighting on the front
lines. For a week now, the Artsakh
Defense Army, our volunteer detach-
ments have been fighting to the death
on the sacred land of Artsakh. At the
moment we already have a lot of casu-
alties among military and civilians, a
large number of military equipment is
out of order, but the enemy has not
been able to solve any strategic prob-
lem.

The resilience with which our
soldiers, officers, generals and free-
dom fighters withstood this heinous
attack is unbelievable. Our soldiers
and volunteers spare nothing and show
incredible examples of heroism. To-
day on the battlefield there are hun-
dreds of destroyed armored vehicles
of the enemy, dozens of planes and
helicopters, hundreds of drones, the
enemy’s loss in manpower exceeds
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PM Nikol Pashinyan's Address to The
Nation: Our Goal is Total Victory

several thousand.

At the moment, the heavy fight-
ing continues in different parts of the
front line, in some places the troops of
the Defense Army are in a rather diffi-
cult situation, in some places they
confidently keep the situation under
control.

Dear compatriots, brothers and
sisters,

We live in perhaps the most cru-
cial phase of our millennial history.
Azerbaijani-Turkishbands are not only
pursuing a military or military-political
issue. They have not come only for
Karabakh or the Karabakh issue. They
have not come just to conquer territo-
ries, villages or cities. Their goal is the
Armenians, their goal is to continue
their policy of the Armenian Genocide,
and they have set a goal to continue the
Armenian Genocide today.

But today, I want to say that now
the Armenian, the citizen of the Re-
public of Armenia, the citizen of the
Republic of Artsakh, is no longer the
wanderer of Der Zor. Today, more
than ever, we are imbued with an
indestructible determination to defend
our identity, our homeland, our rights.

I am convinced of that after hav-
ing had telephone conversations last
night with the commanders of the
Defense Regions of the Artsakh De-
fense Army, the commanders of divi-
sions, even a number of privates, of-
ficers and non-commissioned officers
on the front lines.

I told them that I love everyone,
I am proud of them and I bow to them.
I told them that the Armenian nation,
which has tasted the incomparable
taste of victory thanks to its martyrs
and living heroes, no longer agrees
with any other destiny.

We eye victory, only victory,
exclusively victory at the end of this
struggle. Today, hours ago, the
Artsakh Defense Army carried out
active counter-offensive operations and
achieved significant success, defeat-
ing several special units of the enemy.

No matter how abundant the flow
of mercenaries, our enemy cannot
compete with the Armenian will to live
and win, and we must work together
to break the backbone of the attacking
enemy so that it never again, never
direct its criminal hands towards us,
never turns its bloody gaze on our
homeland.

Dear people,

Proud citizens of the Republic of
Armenia,

Proud citizens of the Republic of
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President Armen Sarkissian’s
Message to the Diaspora

Fellow compatriots, beloved
brothers and sisters!

I experience a deep admiration,
awe, and boundless pride seeing, hear-
ing and feeling the powerful wave of
solidarity and unity, which is getting
momentum in Diaspora in response to
Azerbaijan’s and Turkey’s jointly un-
leashed war at the borders of Armenia
and in Artsakh.

I want you to know that our
Homeland hears and feels the voice of
each of you, the word of each of you,
the restless beating of your hearts, no
matter where you are, no matter how
far away you are.

Our powerful and strong Spyurk
is a genuine army, who supports the
Homeland and the courageous Arme-
nian Army at this difficult and fateful
moment.

The Homeland is grateful for the
precious assistance you provide by
your material assistance and your ac-
tive participation to the “We are our
borders: All for Artsakh” global
fundraising campaign organized by the
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund.

Today, each of you is Armenia’s
and Artsakh’s ambassador abroad.
With all possible means-rallies, de-
mands, petitions and statements-you

do everything to bring the truth and the
voice of Artsakh to the international
community and especially to your home
governments about the inhuman es-
sence of the war unleashed by
Azerbaijan with the full support of
Turkey.

I am convinced you fully realize
that in this current situation we need
even to multiply our efforts.

Please, keep vibrant the same
spirit and the same dedication because
this time not only Azerbaijan but the
genocidal Turkey too— with its arms,
servicemen, and mercenary terrorists,
with its hateful words and anti-Arme-
nian propaganda are against us, against
the freedom-loving people of Artsakh.
This is the same Turkey, which perpe-
trated ethnic cleansings and the Geno-
cide against the Armenians 105 years
ago in the Ottoman Empire.

This time this will not pass; this
time we will not allow another geno-
cide to happen.

Our global nation is powerful
with its unity and united strength.

There shall not be any doubt that
we will defeat the enemy.

We are invincible because of our
unequivocal unity and solidarity.

We will win! God bless all of us.

Artsakh,

Proud Armenians ofthe Diaspora,

This is a new Sardarapat, and
each of us must dedicate himself to
one goal, and the name of that goal is
victory. The name of that goal is vic-
tory.

And each of us must be ready to
be at the forefront of that victory at
any moment. And we will win. And we
will definitely win. And do not doubt
that we will definitely win.

And so,

Long live Freedom!

Long live the Republic of Arme-
nia!

Longlive the Republic of Artsakh!

And long live our children who
will live in a Free and Happy Armenia!

Glory to the fallen heroes.

Glory to the victorious Armenian
army.

Glory to the victorious Armenian
people.

Armenian Owned Grocery Chains
Discard Turkish Products

LOS ANGELES — Amid recent
unprovoked attacks on Artsakh
(Nagorno Karabakh) and Armenia from
Azerbaijan and Turkey, Armenian
owned grocery stores and chains have
decided to stop carrying products im-
ported from Turkey.

Among them is JONS Fresh
Marketplace, with a dozen stores en-
compassing the greater southern Cali-
fornia region.

On October 1, store employees
were seen removing goods labelled
“product of Turkey” from store

shelves.

“Recently, our Board of Direc-
tors reviewed and discussed the ef-
fects of the escalated Armenia and
Azerbaijan conflict,” said JONS Presi-
dent Jack Berberian.

“Although JONS Fresh Market-
place is a corporation with no political
affiliation, we do make decisions with
the benefit of the communities we
serve in mind. As a result, JONS Fresh
Marketplace has decided to remove

Continued onpage 4
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Armenian Bar Association Calls on The
International Community to Unequivocally
Denounce Azeri Attacks on Civilians

LOS ANGELES — The Arme-
nian Bar Association and it’s Standing
Committee—Armenian Rights Watch
(ARWC) strongly condemn the
Azerbaijani government for its contin-
ued attacks on the civilians of Artsakh,
and it’s indiscriminate shelling of its
capital city of Stepanakert and towns
and villages today.

We call on the International Com-
munity to decry the War-Crimes being
perpetrated by Azerbaijan and its tar-
geting of the peaceful civilians of the
Republic of Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh).

As we stand in solidarity with the
people of Artsakh, we echo the Human
Rights Defenders of the Republics of
Artsakh and Armenia and join their
respective calls for the worldwide in-
ternational community and Interna-
tional Human Rights organizations to
take all steps necessary by directing all
of their efforts to bring about the
cessation of this latest military aggres-
sion and violation of the peace and
security of the civilian population of
the Republic of Artsakh.

We hereby adopt and incorporate
the respective reports of the two Om-
budsmen/Human Rights Defenders:

Report of Human Rights De-
fender—Ombudsman Of Artsakh—
Artak Beglaryan:

Azerbaijan’s large-scale attack
aimed at Artsakh civilians have caused
casualties.

In the early morning of Septem-
ber 27, Azerbaijanlaunched large-scale
air and artillery strikes to the Artsakh-
Azerbaijani contact line and numerous
civilian settlements and infrastructure,
including capital Stepanakert. There
are civilian casualties and destructions.

The Human Rights Defender of
the Republic of Artsakh strongly con-
demns the rough violation by Azerbaijan
of the norms of international humani-
tarian law. The Ombudsman calls on
the international community to assess
the actions of Azerbaijan, especially in

: )
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the context ofthe COVID-19 epidemic,
to take measures to neutralize threats
to the life and safety of thousands of
people of the Republic of Artsakh.

Report of Human Rights De-
fender—Ombudsman Of Arme-
nia—Arman Tatoyan:

Early this morning Azerbaijan be-
gan launching indiscriminate military
aggressiveairand artilleryattacks against
the Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh) along
the entire line of the border.

Numerous civilians reported that
villages, towns and the capital of
Stepanakert are targeted. This ex-
tremely worrying news was also offi-
cially reported by the Human Rights
Defender and the Defense Army of
Artsakh.

Large-scale violence and dam-
ages have been already caused to civil-
ians. Life and health of Armenian chil-
dren, women and the entire population
of Nagorno Karabakh is under a very
real threat.

We call on the worldwide inter-
national community and on Interna-
tional Human Rights organizations to
take all steps and direct all of their
efforts to prevent this military aggres-
sion and violation of the peace and
security for the civilian population of
Nagorno Karabakh.

Armenian Rights Watch—ARWC
A Standing Committee of Arme-
nian Bar Association

Artsakh Defense Forces Destroy Gyanja

Continued frompage 1

nian Defense Ministry swiftly denied
the claim.

Stepanakert Shelled again

Rockets again struck Nagorno-
Karabakh capital Stepanakert on Sun-
day morning in what was its worst
shelling by Azerbaijani forces since the
start of hostilities in the Armenian-
Azerbaijani conflict zone a week ago.

Alarm sirens across the city went
off as the shelling began at around 7:30
a.m. local time and continued for at
least three hours.

An RFE/RL correspondent at the
scene heard about two dozen powerful
explosions. They cut off electricity
supply to some parts of Stepanakert. It
was restored about 40 minutes later.

Video below shows an entire
street is destroyed within seconds in
Artsakh by an Azerbaijani strike using

what appears to be cluster munitions

Karabakh officials said that the
city was hit by Polonez and Smerch
multiple-launch rocket systems used
by the Azerbaijani army. They did not
immediately say if anyone was hurt by
the latest artillery strike.

Most Stepanakert residents have
stayed in bomb shelters since the out-
break of the war on September 27.
One of them was killed and ten others
wounded when the Karabakh capital
was shelled on Friday.

Arayik Harutiynyan has accused
Azerbaijan of deliberately targeting the
Armenian-populated civilian population.
In a Facebook post, Harutyunyan said
that in response to that Karabakh’s
Armenian-backed army has decided to
strike “major military facilities located
in Azerbaijan’s large cities.”

“I call on Azerbaijani civilians to
quickly leave those cities to avoid pos-
sible losses,” he wrote.
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Armenian National Team Captain Cancels
Transfer to Greek Club to Support Artsakh

The conflict between Armenia
and Azerbaijan caused footballer
Varazdat Haroyan, captain of the Ar-
menian national team, to leave football
and support Artsakh from Turkish-
sponsored aggression.

Because of this, he did not com-
plete the transfer to Greek Superleague
Club Athlitiki Enosi Larissa. The club
announced on Tuesday that the deal
had been canceled by Haroyan’s de-
parture to support Artsakh.

Larissa even released a message
from Haroyan’s manager, Alexis
Kouyias, explaining the player’s situa-
tion. The agent states that the athlete is
“unable” to travel to Europe, and shows
concern about the war.

Initial reports said he was going
to the front line to fight.

On social media, the football de-
fender said “the information that I am
in the war zone in [Artsakh] is not
true.”

“I am in Russia now, but I will
soon fly to Armenia. However, like any

other Armenian, [ will support my home-
land in all possible ways. Me and my
team members from Armenian national
team have already created [a] monetary
fund that will meet at least some needs
of our soldiers. Today every Armenian
will and must support my country to
overcome this hard period that will end
very soon,” he said.

Russia and Syria Confirm

Continued frompage 1

radicals hoping to make money on the
new Karabakh war.”

On Tuesday, Syria’s President
Bashar al-Assad joined Armenia and
France in accusing Turkey of sending
Syrian mercenaries to fight in the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone on
Azerbaijan’s side.

Assad also blamed Ankara and
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in particular for the war in
Karabakh that erupted on September
27.

“They [the Turks] are the ones
who started this conflict,” he told the
Russian RIA Novosti news agency.
“They encouraged this conflict.”

“We can say for sure that they
have been using terrorists of Syrian
and other nationalities in Nagorno-
Karabakh,” he said.

In recent weeks Western media

and Syrian opposition sources have
quoted members of Islamist rebel
groups in areas of northern Syria un-
der Turkish control as saying that they
are deploying to Azerbaijan in coordi-
nation with the Turkish government.
Most of them have given financial
reasons for agreeing to participate in
hostilities in and around Karabakh.

Asked to comment on the re-
ports, Assad said: “Definitely we can
confirm it. Not because we have evi-
dence. Sometimes if you don’t have
evidence you have indications.”

“Turkey used those terrorists
coming from different countries in
Syria. They used the same method in
Libya. They used Syrian terrorists in
Libya, maybe with other nationalities,”
he told RIA Novosti.

“So it’s self-evident and very
much probable that they are using
them in Nagorno-Karabakh,” added
the Syrian leader.

US, Russia and France

Continued frompage 1

OSCE and the international commu-
nity, with the contribution of the Minsk
Group capitals. As such, they will
firmly continue to advance their en-

gagement with the sides, and urge
them to commit now to resuming the
settlement process on the basis of
existing core principles and relevant
international documents well-known
by both parties.

Francois Hollande Questions

Continued frompage 1

France stated, “now is the time for the
United-State, France and Russia to
officially recognize the Republic of

Artsakh because there can’t be an-
other solution in the end. The Arme-
nians in Artsakh have no choice than to
impose peace and claim to the world
their right to exist and live freely.

Armenian Owned Grocery Chains

Continued frompage 3

items labeled as ‘Product of Turkey’
from our shelves. JONS is sensitive to
the conflict, and we feel this is the best
decision for our communities and our
employees,” added Berberian.
Another large Armenian owned
supermarket chain, Super King Mar-

ket, with eight stores throughout
Southern California, has been reported
to remove Turkish products from
shelves. A store mananger in Orange
County confirmed the move. The cor-
porate office has not provided an
official confirmation of their corpo-
rate policy towards products made in
Turkey.
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to help our communities in Lebanon

TO DONATE VISIT

We stand in solidarity with our
community in Beirut.
The consequences of the tragic
explosion on August 4 are horrific.
. Nothing will bring back precious lives lost.
Nor is it easy fo restore homes, churches,
community cenfers and businesses damaged.
¢ Butwe can lend a helping hand to our
* brothers and sisters at the AEBU - Lebanon

who are doing the impossible to help the victims
of the entire community following this disaster.

TOGETHER

let's ease the pain and

RESTORE HOPE!

www.aebu.org/donate
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