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The path forward is one of liberty, which is why I am today calling for official
U.S. recognition of the Republic of Artsakh’s independence.
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Adam Schiff
has always been there for the
Armenian-American community.

Standing shoulder to shoulder.
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« For 19 years, Adam Schiff has fought the Turkish lobby,
demanding recognition of the Armenian Genocide.

In 2019, Congress passed Adam’s legislation to finally
recognize the Genocide. To state the facts.

« As Artsakh and Armenia face an attack from Azerbaijan
and Turkey, Adam is calling on the U.S. to impose serious
consequences on Azerbaijan and Turkey, and to formally
recognize the Republic of Artsakh.

Adam Schiff has always stood with the
Armenian people. And he always will.

Vote Adam Schiff

FOR CONGRESS

| would be honored to have your vote November 3rd.

- ADAM SCHIFF

www.adamschiff.com
PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY SCHIFF FOR CONGRESS
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Azerbaijan Violates US-Brokered
Ceasefire Agreement

YEREVAN— Azerbaijanhas vio-
lating the U.S.-brokered ceasefire
agreement following its entry into force
on Monday morning.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
said Azerbaijani forces shelled front-
line positions of Karabakh Defense
army in northeastern and southeastern
Karabakh.

“In flagrant violation of the hu-
manitarian ceasefire agreement reached
in the United States, at about 08:45 am,
the Azerbaijani side opened artillery fire
towards combat positions in the north-
east of Artsakh,” Shushan Stepanyan,
Armenian defense ministry spokesper-
son, wrote on her Facebook page.

Earlier on Monday, the Artsakh
Defense Army denied accusations by
Azerbaijan that the Armenian side had
violated the agreement on a complete
ceasefire in Karabakh.

The Karabakh Defense Army said
that Azerbaijani troops have launched
an attack on its frontline positions in
southeastern Karabakh. It said its
forces are now trying to repel the
attack.

The truce agreement was an-
nounced late on Sunday following a
series of talks held by the Armenian
and Azerbaijani foreign ministers in
Washington with top U.S. officials and
American, Russian and French diplo-
mats co-heading the OSCE Minsk
Group.

In a late-night tweet, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump congratulated
Pashinyan and Aliyev on the deal.

Russia and France already
brokeredsimilar Armenian-Azerbaijani
ceasefire agreements on October 10

Continued on page 2

Library of Congress Will Recognize
the Armenian Genocide

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today,
Reps. Adam Schiff (D-CA), Frank
Pallone (D-NJ), Gus Bilirakis (R-FL),
Jackie Speier (D-CA), and Dina Titus
(D-NV) announced that the Library of
Congress will recognize the Armenian
Genocide by amending the catalog en-
try which previously referred to the
Armenian “massacre.”

This decision from Dr. Carla
Hayden, the Librarian of Congress was
announced after bipartisan letters to
the Library and a formal request for a
subject heading change initiated by the
University of California-Los Angeles

library. This change comes after both
the House and Senate overwhelmingly
passed legislationrecognizing the facts
of the Armenian Genocide in 2019. Dr.
Hayden informed the Members in a
phone call.

“It is welcome news that the
Library Congress, at our urging, will
now use the historically accurate term
‘Armenian Genocide.’ This is one fur-
ther step in overcoming the decades
long campaign of denial that has si-
lenced too many about the murder of

Continued onpage 3

New Satellite Images Show Presence of
More Turkish F-16s in Azerbaijan

'r"’\ i

MOSCOW — Azerbaijan’s denial
of the presence of Turkish F-16 fight-
ers now looks more like a farce than
serious political communication be-
tween the parties to the conflict and
neutral observers from foreign intelli-
gence services. New satellite images
show that “forgotten” Turkish equip-

ment has suddenly increased with two
new Turkish F-16 fighter jets after
joint exercises between Ankara and
Baku.

However, the satellite image was
taken in the area of Qabala Airport in

Continued on page 2

Human Rights Watch Accuses Azerbaijan
of Using Banned Cluster Bombs
Targeting Civilian Areas

o, TR

NEW YORK -- Human Rights
Watch (HRW) accused Azerbaijan on
Friday of repeatedly using widely
banned cluster munitions in the shell-
ing of civilian areas in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

“During an on-site investigation
inNagorno-Karabakh in October 2020,
Human Rights Watch documented four
incidents in which Azerbaijan used
cluster munitions,” the U.S.-based
group said in a report.

The report says that HRW re-
searchers have identified the “rem-
nants of Israeli-produced LAR-160
series cluster munition rockets” in the
Karabakh capital Stepanakert and the
town of Hadrut and examined damage
caused by them.

“Azerbaijan received these sur-
face-to-surface rockets and launchers
from Israel in 2008-2009,” it says.

“The continued use of cluster

munitions — particularly in populated
areas — shows flagrant disregard for
the safety of civilians,” said Stephen
Goose, the head of HRW’s arms divi-
sion sector.

“The repeated use of cluster mu-
nitions by Azerbaijan should cease im-
mediately as their continued use serves
to heighten the danger for civilians for
years to come,” Goose said.

London-based Amnesty Interna-
tional also condemned the use of clus-
ter rockets against residential areas in
Karabakh following the September 27
outbreak of large-scale hostilities be-
tween Armenian and Azerbaijani forces.
In an October 5 statement, it described
the practice as “appalling and unac-
ceptable.”

“Azerbaijani officials have ac-
cused the Armenian side of using clus-

Continued on page 2
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Internation Media Outlets Confirm
Execution of Armenian POWs
by Azeri Soldiers

LONDON -- Videos of a poten-
tial war crime have emerged as fight-
ing rages around the disputed territory
of Nagorno-Karabakh between
Azerbaijan and ethnic Armenians. Both
BBC news and bellingcat.com have
confirmed the authnicity of the videos.

One video posted on a messaging
app shows what appears to be two
Armenians in military uniforms being
captured by troops from Azerbaijan.

A second video seemingly shows
the same Armenians being shot with
their hands behind their backs.

Armenian authorities have identi-
fied the men as Benik Hakobyan, 73, and
25-year-old Yuri Adamyan. Azerbaijan
has dismissed the videos as fake.

The pair of videos that the BBC
has verified were posted on an anony-
mous Russian-language pro-Azerbaijan
channel on Telegram messenger last
week.

The first video appears to show
Armenians Benik Hakobyan and Yuri
Adamyan being taken prisoner.

In the video, someone speaking
Russian with a heavy Azerbaijani ac-
cent orders the men to walk forwards,
surrender any weapons and raise their
hands. He speaks to the other soldiers
in Azerbaijani, telling them not to hit

the captives.

The younger prisoner, Yuri
Adamyan, removes a helmet and his
jacket before putting his hands in the
air and walking out of shot.

Although the older man, Benik
Hakobyan, is wearing a military-style
camouflage jacket, it's unclear whether
he is a soldier. He is pushed to the
ground and appears to moan in pain.

The first video was followed by
a second that shows the apparent ex-
ecution of the two men.

The prisoners appear to have their
hands bound behind them and are
draped in the flags of Armenia and the
Nagorno-Karabakh.

They are sitting on a small wall
and can be seen moving slightly. Then
someone orders in Azerbaijani: "Aimat
their heads." Multiple shots are heard
and the prisoners slump to the ground.

The BBC has studied the clips
and confirmed that they were filmed in
Hadrut, a town that has seen intense
fighting. It is in southern Nagorno-
Karabakh, near Fuzuli.

Europe's top human rights watch-
dog, the Council of Europe, has said it
has received the video and will look
into all alleged human rights abuses
and take action when appropriate.

Azerbaijan Violates US-Brokered

Continued frompage 1

and October 17 respectively. They did
not stop hostilities in and around
Karabakh, with Azerbaijan repeatedly
violating the agreements.

On Monday, Armenia urged the
United States to react strongly to
Azerbaijan’s failure to respect yet an-
other agreement to stop the war.

“It’s now clear that once again it
has not proved possible to implement a
ceasefire [agreement,]” Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinian said in a video
address to the nation aired in the
evening. “I cannot say at this point
what the reaction of the OSCE Minsk

Group co-chair countries [the U.S.,
Russia and France] and their presi-
dents will be. But you must know that
the Armenian side has done everything
to adhere to the ceasefire.”

“I hope that official representa-
tives of the U.S. will answer these
questions. Have they clarified as a
result of whose actions the ceasefire
has been violated? If so, what conse-
quences will there be for the party that
has violated it?” he said.

Pashinian charged that Azerbaijan
is continuing its offensive military op-
erations in the conflict zone because it
wants to force Armenia and Karabakh
to capitulate.

New Satellite Images Show

Continued frompage 1

Azerbaijan. Most likely, two new Turk-
ish fighters that have joined the other
two, which were located at the airport
in Ganja. Probably the attempts of the
Armenians to strike at the city and the
airport forced the Turkish authorities
to re-locate the “abandoned” Turkish
equipment to the new airport.

According to sources from the
Russian Ministry of Defense and Rus-
sian military intelligence, the satellite
images were taken in the middle of
this month, which, however, does
not give a clear answer when exactly
the two new Turkish fighters joined
the first two and when exactly the
relocation of Turkish equipment took
place.

October 31, 2020

Rep. Schiff Calls for U.S. Recognition
of Independent Republic of Artsakh

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today,
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA) has issued a
statement calling for U.S. recognition
of independent Republic of Artsakh.

Following is the text of the
satatemet:

“Madam Speaker, I rise because
for more than four weeks, Azerbaijan
and Turkey have been waging war on
Artsakh, bombarding civilians,
churches, and committing possible war
crimes. More than 800 soldiers have
been killed repelling Azerbaijan’s at-
tacks, and dozens of civilians are dead.
Estimates are that more than half of the
civilian population of Artsakh has been
displaced, sleeping in cars or open
fields away from falling bombs, as
winter approaches.

“For decades, through the OSCE
Minsk Group, the United States has
supported a peaceful, democratic, and
negotiated resolution to the dispute
surrounding Nagorno Karabakh, or
Artsakh. We have persisted in this
policy even as Azerbaijan launched
countless assaults and as their leader-
ship frequently threatened war to re-
draw the line of contact by force, and
as they rejected monitoring along the
line of contact.

“Today, it appears that Azerbaijan
and Turkey are determined to make
good on their threats. With bombs, and
drones, and Syrian mercenaries, Tur-
key and Azerbaijan are pushing ahead
with a war that has no end in sight. The
Armenian people are the grandchildren
and great-grandchildren of the geno-
cide perpetrated a century ago by the
Ottoman Empire, and the words and

deeds of Erdogan and Aliyev today call
to mind the crimes of one hundred
years ago.

“We cannot allow history to re-
peat itself. If Azerbaijan and Turkey
have determined to wage war, the
United States, the Minsk Group, and
the International Community should
make clear that they will not succeed
in their aims.

“And that if they persist in this
violence, we must recognize the Re-
public of Artsakh as an independent
nation. Doing so would send the stron-
gest possible message that we will not
allow border disputes to be settled by
the indiscriminate and devastating use
of force against civilian populations.

“Aliyev and Erdogan must be
made to understand that if they con-
tinue with this war, there will be con-
sequences. The United States will not
stand idly by.”

Commander Among Turkish-backed Syrian
Mercenaries Killed in Karabakh Battles,
Bringing Total Death Toll to 188

Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights (SOHR) activists have docu-
mented the death of 18 Turkish-backed
Syrian mercenaries in the ongoing
battles in Nagorno-Karabakh between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. The fatalities
included a military commander of the
Turkish-backed Al-Hamzah Division
identified as Adel Al-Shaher by the
group in Syria.

According to SOHR sources, the
dead commander was mainly in charge
of leading and directing Al-Hamzah
Division’s groups fighting in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Accordingly the total death toll
among the Turkish-backed factions
since the Turkish government sent
them to the frontlines, in late Septem-
ber, has risen to at least 188 dead,
including 123 fighters whose bodies
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were brought to Syria while the rest of
bodies remained in Azerbaijan.

In the past few days, SOHR ac-
tivists documented the death of 36
Syrian fighters in clashes and attacks
in Azerbaijan, as Turkish-backed Syr-
ian mercenaries directing the military
operations on the side of Azerbaijani
forces.

Human Rights Watch Accuses Azerbaijan

Continued frompage 1

ter munitions in this conflict, but Hu-
man Rights Watch has not indepen-
dently verified those claims,” says the
HRW report. It says the Azerbaijani
authorities have refused to allow HRW
to conduct a similar on-site investiga-
tion on Azerbaijani-controlled territory.

“Neither Armenia, nor Nagorno-

Karabakh de-facto authorities, are
known to stockpile cluster munitions
but they possess multi-barrel rocket
launchers capable of delivering these
weapons,” it concludes the report.
According to officials in
Stepanakert, the war has left nearly 40
Karabakh civilians dead so far. Thou-
sands of others have taken refuge in

Armenia.
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Mercury Public Affairs Agrees to Drop
Turkey as a Client

LOS ANGELES — Under pres-
sure from the Los Angeles City Coun-
cil, the California Legislature and the
Armenian- American community, Mer-
cury Public Affairs today announced it
has severed its business relationship
with the government of Turkey.

On Tuesday, Councilmember
Paul Krekorianwrote a letter, co-signed
by all of his colleagues on the Los
Angeles City Council, to Mercury’s
president, demanding that the firm
cease its work on behalf of Turkey.
Krekorian’s letter stated that he and
the other signatories will “never have
any dealings whatsoever with any firm
that gives support to a client that com-
mits genocide or denies the truth of
genocide. Period.”

Assembly Speaker Anthony
Rendon and Assemblymember Adrin
Nazarian sent a similar letter that was
signed by 17 members of the State
Assembly.

The demands were in response
to the brutal and unprovoked invasion
of the Republic of Artsakh (formerly
Nagorno-Karabagh) by Azerbaijan,
with the full support of its close ally
Turkey. Azerbaijan’s attack, which
continues unabated despite international
calls for a cease fire, has included the
destruction of civilian targets using
Turkish weapons. Turkey has also
provided operational support to
Azerbaijan’s aggression, and has sent
thousands of mercenaries into the con-
flict from Syria and Libya.

“I applaud and respect Mercury
for taking this very meaningful step
today,” said Krekorian. “Mercury has
done the right thing by choosing not to
do business with a government that is
the perpetrator of the first genocide in
modern history, one of the worst abus-
ers of human rights in the world, and
a bellicose imperialist that threatens

world peace with its lust for con-
quest.”

Krekorian also welcomed the
news that two other international pub-
lic affairs firms, DLA Piper and the
Livingston Group, recently cut their
business ties with Azerbaijan. “I hope
other firms will soon follow Mercury’s
lead. Any firm that chooses to con-
tinue to give advice and comfort to the
dictators of Turkey and Azerbaijan
will be held accountable for assisting
their war crimes and their attempts to
destroy the Armenian people.”

Speaker Rendon and
Assemblymember Nazarian also were
pleased that Mercury Public Affairs
has decided that it will cut ties with
the Republic of Turkey. “Any coun-
try that so openly and unapologetically
commits genocide, denies the truth of
the genocide, and presently aids and
encourages a war against the Repub-
lic of Artsakh has no business being
represented. We look forward to meet-
ing with, and engaging with Mercury
Public Affairs as it has done what is
right. Thank you for realizing the line
between right and wrong, and we hope
that any business that presently works
with the Republic of Turkey will fol-
low suit”. They said in a joint state-
ment.

Library of Congress Will Recognize

Continued frompage 1

1.5 million Armenians,” said Rep.
Schiff. “This recognition is particu-
larly meaningful at a time when the
genocide of a century ago seems all
too immediate, as Azerbaijan and Tur-
key are committing atrocities right now
in Artsakh.”

“l am glad that the Library of
Congress has chosen to honor the
Armenian Caucus’s request to change
the subject heading to match the his-
torical fact that the Ottoman Turks
perpetrated a genocidal campaign in
the early 20th century that systemi-
cally and ruthlessly targeted Arme-
nians,” said Rep. Pallone. “This change
establishes the categorization that the
Armenian Genocide deserves to match
the historical record and helps set an
example for scholars worldwide. The
Library’s change follows the impor-
tant precedent set by Congress last
year when both the House of Repre-
sentatives and the Senate passed reso-
lutions commemorating the Armenian
Genocide.”

“I am glad to see the Library of
Congress will finally recognize the
Armenian Genocide for what it was; a
genocide,” said Rep. Bilirakis. “For

decades there has been a campaign of
denial that silenced any attempt at rec-
ognizing the 1.5 million Armenian lives
that were lost. While our work is not
done, this is an incredible step as we
work towards international recogni-
tion of the atrocities that were com-
mitted by Turkey only a century ago.”

“Last year I was proud to co-lead
the historic House resolution to for-
mally recognize the Armenian Geno-
cide, along with the Co-Chairs of the
Congressional Armenian Caucus,” Rep.
Speier said. “As an institution founded
on the principles of scholarship and
learning, it is imperative that the Li-
brary not shy away from the truth. I
am encouraged to see the Library cor-
rect its research headings to adhere to
historical accuracy — and to properly
acknowledge the murder of 1.5 million
Armenians at the hand of the Ottoman
Empire.”

“The use of the term ‘Armenian
Genocide’ is necessary to paint an
accurate picture of history and rightly
honor the victims of this atrocity,”
said Rep. Titus. “I am grateful that the
Library of Congress will no longer
conceal the truth about these horrific
crimes. The Trump Administration
should do the same.”
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CineCulture and Armenian Studies Program
to Feature Screening of “Lost Birds”

FRESNO -- The CineCulture Se-
ries and the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at California State University,
Fresno, are sponsoring a discussion of
the film Lost Birds at 5:30PM on Fri-
day, October 30. Those interested in
participating can register for the dis-
cussion at bit.ly/
armenianstudieslostbirds. They will then
receive an online link that will allow
them to watch the film in the three-day
period prior to the discussion.

Set against the backdrop of the
First World War in a small Armenian
village in Ottoman Anatolia, Lost Birds
is a historical fairy tale told through the
eyes of a young brother and sister left
behind in the 1915 Armenian Geno-
cide.

Lost Birds is the first film made
in Turkey to depict the Armenian Geno-
cide of 1915. It was brought to the
screen by the five years of work,
persistence, and courage of filmmak-
ers Aren Perdeci and Ela Alyamac,
who share writing and directing cred-
its. Lost Birds handles the task of
telling a very dramatic story in a fairy
tale narrative and this leads the audi-
ence to feel something magical yet so
real at the same time.

Bedo and Maryam’s happy home
life is torn apart when their grandfa-
ther is apprehended and taken away by
soldiers. Now, forbidden to go outside

‘WE WERE LEFT ALL ALONE

Lost BIRDS

ANATOLIAN FAIRY TALL

by their mother, one morning, the two
children sneak away to play in their
secret cave. But, when they return,
they find their home and the entire
village empty. Together, with the
wounded bird they have been nursing
back to health, the children embark on
a perilous journey to find their mother.
For more information about the
presentation please contact the Arme-
nian Studies Program at 278-2669,
visit our website at
www.fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies
or visit us on Facebook
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.

Deranian’s Book on the Armenian Orphan
Rug in Translation

In 2013 the Armenian Cultural
Foundation published President Calvin
Coolidge and the Armenian Orphan
Rug by Dr. H. Martin Deranian. The
result of over three decades of re-
searchand investigation, Dr. Deranian’s
work traces the history of the rug and
the Armenian Genocide orphans: their
transportation from Urfa to safety to
the present day Lebanon by the great
Swiss humanitarian and physician Jakob
Kiinzler, known as the “Father of the
Armenian orphans.” He details its jour-
ney to the United States, presentation to
President Calvin Coolidge in the White
House, several decades in the posses-
sion of the Coolidges and its return
again to the White House in the mid-
1980s, where it is stored to this day.

Coinciding with the release of the
book, a planned December 16, 2013
Smithsonian Institution exhibit featur-
ing the rug, organized in conjunction
with the Armenian Cultural Founda-
tion and the Armenian Rug Society,
was abruptly cancelled when the White
House, reversing an earlier affirmative
decision, refused to lend the iconic
symbol of American and Armenian
shared heritage to the museum. Fol-
lowing almost a year-long protest by
the Armenian American community
activists, other diaspora communities
and pressure by the U.S. legislators,
the Orphan Rug was made available
for display as a part of an exhibit in the
White House visiting Center, a year
later on November 14, 2014.

In light of the great demand and
interest internationally, the Armenian
Cultural Foundation has welcomed the
publication of the President Calvin

Prasident Calvin Coolidge
undder

Armenische
Waisenteppich

Haann Mia

Nor anian

Coolidge and the Armenian Orphan
Rug in other languages. A German
edition of the book, Prisident Calvin
Coolidge und der Armenische
Waisenteppich, translated by Ortrun
Cramer, was published by Hans Schiler
publishing house in 2014. This year
the Nairi Publishing house in Tehran
published two Armenian and Farsi edi-
tions of the book under the auspices of
the Armenian Architects and Engineers
Association of Iran. The Armenian
edition Nakhagah Kalvin Kolije yev hay
vorperi gorge is translated by
Armenouhi Badalian and the Farsi edi-
tion, Reyis jomhur kalvin koulij va
farshe yatimane armani by Karine
Harutounian-Dror. Both titles, avail-
able through Nairi Publishing house,
are exact reproductions of the English
edition, including the original preface
as well as all the illustrations, annota-
tions and bibliography.
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The War for Peace and Justice:
An Armenian’s Perspective

Dr. Hrayr Jebejian

I was born in Beirut, Lebanon, on
February 8, 1957. I am a Lebanese-
Armenian who has lived with dual
identities and histories all my life - ones
filled with struggle and wars, to say
the least. Lebanon, for one, has a long
history of local and regional conflicts
and just went through a devastating
explosion that wiped out half of its
capital city. As for being Armenian in
the 21st century: it means being in a
constant battle for national identity and
fighting a century-long battle for jus-
tice, i.e., the recognition of the first
ethnic cleansing of the 20™ century -
the Armenian Genocide. The two
unfortunately have several things in
common (as you can tell): mainly the
struggle to build life in the midst of
uncertainties, life that goes beyond
that of the individual and embraces
different aspects of community at
large.

I moved to Cyprus in 2005 and
subsequently received my Cypriot
citizenship. I have been working in
the Arabian (Persian) Gulf countries
for the last 30 years. I often find
myself asking the recurring ques-
tion: “Where is home”? Is it Beirut,
Nicosia, or better yet, Kuwait? I
suppose I am what you may call the
archetype of an Armenian living in
diaspora.

Don’t get me wrong, my heart is
filled with love and appreciation for all
these countries that have given me
citizenships, identities, education, shel-
ter... accompanied with a few chal-
lenges along the way as well - mainly
the challenge of staying alive while
growing up in war-zone Beirut. Never-
theless, it made me the person I am
today and incredibly proud of my rich
heritage (which I will talk more of
throughout this piece).

I also have a sensation of deep
joy and pride in my heart when I think
of the Republics of Armenia and
Artsakh. Each of my visits to my
homelands only reinforces this sensa-
tion and strengthens my Christian faith.
The homelands where my identity is
rooted deep in the soil and my sense of
belonging is revealed.

There are reasons for that,
though.

As a third-generation Armenian
living in diaspora, I carry, together
with every Armenian I know, the pain
of the Genocide. We carry the pain of
our ancestors who were massacred

and the pain of being deprived of living
in the land which is rightfully ours.

In 1915, my father was deported
fromhis home in Aintab. He was barely
a year old then. His family settled in
Aleppo, Syria, and then moved to
Beirut, Lebanon, where I was born.
My family lost 25 of its members
during the Armenian Genocide perpe-
trated by Ottoman Turkey from 1908
to 1915, along with all their physical
properties. I haven’t met them, but I
know them because I cherish the
memories and legacies they left behind
through those who survived. I see
their faces every time I look through
old pictures in my family album and
imagine a life in Aintab, and what it
would have been like if they had lived.

As ironic as it may sound, this
pain has in a sense made my life all the
more meaningful. This same pain has
made me realize that it is possible to
live, prosper, and have hope for life.
To live and prosper as an Armenian in
diaspora, away from home, but never,
not even for a minute, giving up on that
hope, that we will one day go back
home. Albeit home (historical Arme-
nia) is not “reachable” at the moment,
the republics of Armenia and Artsakh
are.

When reflecting on the idea of
how pain and suffering can bring
people together, I stumbled on Walter
Brueggemann’s work. Brueggemann
is a prominent American theologian
and believes that the task of pro-
phetic ministry and imagination is
that of bringing people to engage
with their experiences of suffering
and death, which energizes and links
people to hope. Brueggemann ex-
plains that this hope helps the indi-
vidual cut through the despair which
might otherwise seem unresolvable
or unending.

I really think the present war in
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), that
has been on-going for nearly a month
now, can generate this same hope.
This hope, which is the prophetic
ministry of the Armenian people,
will cut through the pain and despair
of the Armenian Genocide and turn it
to peace and justice - the peace and
the justice Armenians have been long-
ing for their whole lives.

For some context on the war,
here’s a little history of the region:

The Republic of Artsakh or
Nagorno Karapagh is a de facto in-
dependent state and shares borders
with Armenia, Iran, and Azerbaijan.

Artsakh is considered to be the sec-
ond Armenian Republic. The capital
of Artsakh is Stepanakert and is the
largest city of the Artsakh Republic.
It is the cultural, educational, and
economic center of the region.
Stepanakert is located on the eastern
slopes of Karapagh’s mountain chain,
at the left bank of the Vararakn River.
The capital was originally named
after this river but was later renamed
in honor of Bolshevik politician and
revolutionary Stephan Shahumian.

Stepanakert is a modern city
with wide, clean streets, new builds,
and nice parks. The predominantly
Armenian-populated region (99.7%)
of Nagorno-Karapagh was claimed
by both the Azerbaijan Democratic
Republic and the First Republic of
Armenia when both countries be-
came independent in 1918 after the
fall of the Russian Empire, and a
brief war over the region broke out
in 1920. The dispute was largely
shelved after the Soviet Union estab-
lished control over the area and cre-
ated the Nagorno-Karapagh Autono-
mous Oblast (NKAO) within the
Azerbaijan SSR in 1923.

When the Soviet Union fell, the
region re-emerged and became the
subject of what I see is a series of
endless wars and suffering between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. In 1991, a
referendum was held in the NKAO
and the neighboring Shahumian re-
gion which resulted in a declaration
of independence. Ethnic conflict
between Armenians and Azeris led to
the 1991-1994 Nagorno-Karapagh
War, which ended with a ceasefire
along the current borders.

The recent military strike and
the war against Artsakh by
Azerbaijan, Turkey, and Islamist
Jihadists, is actually a matter of life
or death for Armenians. As I'm
writing my thoughts down, the capi-
tal Stepanakert and other cities are
being heavily bombarded. The
country’s historical churches and
monuments are being burnt to the
ground and hundreds of innocent
civilians are dying. Azerbaijan and
Turkey consist of more than 90 mil-
lion people. Whereas Armenia and
Artsakh are barely three million put
together. I cannot help but be re-
minded of the story of David and
Goliath in the Bible, mainly when
looking at the power discrepancies.

Is history repeating itself? Most
likely, yes. 105 years on, we are
faced with the same power trying to
bring us down to our knees.

We are in a different scenario
today than that of the crimes and
ethnic cleansings of 1908 and 1915,
though. Let me tell you why I think
that is.

On September 30, 2019, I
was lucky enough to be in
Stepanakert, Artsakh, for the sec-
ond time, presenting my book Ar-
menian Diasporan Lives: As I Saw
Them. The event took place in the
National University of Artsakh. I
also had a meeting with the Minister
of Foreign Affairs during this visit. I
enjoyed the beautiful country and
my fellow Armenians living in
Artsakh. They shared their passion
for the land and for the Armenian
identity. The landscape is so beauti-
ful and the people even more so. One

year on, and I am still in awe of all
the beauty. It is truly life changing.

Today’s war in Artsakh is in a
sense a battle to hold on to that
beauty, that of the land and of its
peoples’ hearts. The beauty of being
Armenian, really. It is this beauty
that is being so passionately pro-
tected by the Armenian soldiers who
are committed to defend their land
up to martyrdom. The young boys
on the frontline are fighting because
they want to live their lives in their
homeland with dignity.

For what it’s worth, my intent
while writing this was not to focus
on the Artsakh war with regards to
what it might mean in the current
geopolitical scene of the region and
the world. Many proxy wars are
going on in the world and numerous
political analyses are being written
in the media. A whole separate four
pager could be written up about that.
My perspectives in this article are
rather those of an ordinary Arme-
nian with strong attachments to his
national, cultural, and Christian heri-
tage and believes that the latter is
possible through the homeland.

Looking at Artsakh from a
patriot’s perspective, no war or
physical force of any kind can eradi-
cate its beauty. Armenians want
peace, justice, and the right for the
self-determination and the recogni-
tion of their homeland. From an
Armenian’s perspective living in a
scattered diaspora, I see bloodshed
and unrest: a very high price we
continue to pay, in our struggle for
peace and justice.

Armenia’s total homeland area
was around 300,000 sq-km. The
present Republic of Armenia is
29,743 sq-km. We lost almost 90%
of it over the years, during the Geno-
cide, and the many political upheav-
als which followed thereafter. There
is indeed not much land left to spare,
is there?

As 1 follow the fierce battle
from a distance, my prayers are with
my fellow Armenians. I stand with
my people as they struggle to stay
alive with dignity. I stand with my
army in Artsakh as they struggle for
peace and justice. May the soul of
the Armenian soldiers and the civil-
ian martyrs rest in peace.

The beauty of Artsakh will never
fade, and it will not be defeated.

Reverting to the biblical story
of David and Goliath: David beats
Goliath, even though the fight and
power dynamics were uneven. David
beats Goliath because he was fight-
ing for the GOOD cause.

This is the Armenians’ war for
peace and justice. It is through this
struggle for peace and justice that
GOOD is created.

And the GOOD always wins.

HrayrJebejian is General Sec-
retary of the Bible Society in the
Gulf. He holds a Doctor of Ministry
degree in Bible Engagement from
the New York Theological Seminary.
Jebejian is the author of three books,
along with articles published in aca-
demic journals and encyclopedias.
He is a recipient of the Ambassador
of the Motherland medal from the
Ministry of Diaspora of the Repub-
lic of Armenia.
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STOP FALSE ACCUSATIONS
STOP SPREADING FALSE INFORMATION

Piknik cheese made by Nordex Food is a private and family-
owned company.The founders and the owners are 100% Danish.
NO DONATIONS ARE MADE TO ANY COUNTRY WHAT SO EVER.
Legal action will be taken against any company or
individual who spreads the false accusations.

MWIHESNFSEL ULIhUL 2MMUNSNFehFLLEME
MWHESNFSEL UNFkS SeE1GunkehruLeM ®NuUL3GLE

«PhpUhp» wwlhpp wwwnpwuwnniwd £ «Lnpunkpu dnwnr»p Ynnuk, np
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NORDEX FOOD is a privately owned Danish company with production and sales of white cheese to the
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e PIKNIK/Siitdiyari/Dairyland White Cheese Is produced at our dairy in Austria with Austrian milk.
RDEX FOOD do not support any political agenda in any country.

TF CHE#ESE
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ARMENIAN COUNCIL OF AMERICA

Political Action Committee

3:2020 ENDORSEMENTS
VOTE FOR

U.S. SENATE

J ak Reed Dick Durbin Sara Gideon John Hickenlooper
Rhode Island Illinois Maine Colorado

J OS€ph Biden Christopher Coons Ed Markey =~ Mark Warner  Jaime Harrison
Delaware Massachusetts Virginia South Carolina

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Jackie Speier Jim Cosﬁ o Anna Eshoo Christy Smith Judy Chu Adam Schiff Tony Cardenas Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez  Rashida Tlaib
CA-CD 14 CA-C CA-CD 18 A - CD 25 CA-CD 27 CA-CD28 CA-CD29 NY -CD 14 MI - CD 13

'F.yw

/
Grace N'ipﬂl]t’i[ln Ted Lieu Jimmy Gomez Karen Bass Linda Sanchez Lucille Roybal-Allard Frank Pallone Gus Bilirakis
CA-CD 32 CA-CD33 CA-CD34 CA-CD 37 CA-CD 38 CA-CD 40 NI -CD é FL-CD 12

STATE ASSEMBLY CA STATE SENATE LOS ANGELES COUNTY

¥Hcm

Luz Ru. as ( hris Holden Laura Friedman Jesse Gabriel Adrin Naze Scott Wilk Anthony Portantino
AD 39 AD 41 AD 43 AD 45 AD 46 District 21 District 25

a ‘ = ) LOS ANGELES CITY COUNCIL
) p _' ' :

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF

ey . - o AMERICA

Ed Chau R]Lh.ﬂ'd Bloom Miguel Santiago Anthony R::ndnn Mike A. Gipson David Ryu
AD 49 AD 50 AD 53 AD 63 AD 64 LA Council District 4

Paid for by the
Armenian Council of America-PAC
1060 N. Allen Ave Suite 210
Pasadena, CA 91104
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