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100 Representatives Sign Bipartisan Letter
in Support of Armenia and Artsakh

WASHINGTON, DC — The Ar-
menian Council of America (ACA)
welcomed a bipartisan Armenian Cau-
cus letter signed by 100 Members of
Congress encouraging the new Biden-
Harris Administration (Secretary of
State Blinken/Secretary of Defense
Austin) to strengthen the United States-
Armenia strategic relationship. The
lawmakers urged the Biden Adminis-
tration to use every diplomatic and
economic tool available to hold
Azerbaijan and Turkey accountable for
their aggressions, provide economic
assistance to support Armenia’s de-
mocracy, and assist them in caring for
families displaced from Artsakh

The bipartisan letter was spear-
headed by Rep. Frank Pallone, Jr. (NJ-
06) and the Congressional Caucus on
Armenian Issues leadership Co-Chairs
Gus M. Bilirakis (FL-12), Jackie Speier
(CA-14), David G. Valadao (CA-21),
Adam B. Schiff (CA-28) and 95 other
Members of Congress. A copy of the
letter is available here.

“The United States cannot allow
Russia, Turkey, and Azerbaijanto solely
dictate and dominate the situation in
Nagorno-Karabakh. While we have
seen some reengagement in the Orga-
nization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe (OSCE) Minsk Group pro-
cess, we believe more must be done to

pursue an enduring settlement based
on the fundamental right to self-deter-
mination,” the lawmakers wrote. “We
appreciate the response Secretary
Blinken gave during his confirmation
hearing to this end, stating that he will
‘reinvigorate U.S. engagement to find
a permanent settlement to the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict that protects the
security of Nagorno-Karabakh and
helps to ensure another war does not
break out.’

“We urge you to identify ways
we can provide additional economic
assistance to Armenia to support its
democracy and development as well
as respond to the significant number

Continued on page 4

Armenia Accused Azerbaijan of
Artificially Delaying Release of POWs

YEREVAN -- Armenia on Tues-
day again accused Azerbaijan of artifi-
cially delaying the release of Armenian
soldiers and civilians remaining in
Azerbaijani captivity more than three
months after a Russian-brokered
ceasefire stopped the war in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

The ceasefire agreement calls for
the unconditional release of all prison-
ers held by the conflicting sides. Rus-
sian peacekeeping forces deployed in
Karabakh have arranged several pris-
oner swaps over the last two months.

A total of 64 Armenian prisoners
of war (POWSs) and civilians have been
freed to date. More than 100 others are
believed to remain in Azerbaijani cap-
tivity.

Foreign Minister Ara Ayvazian
said Baku’s reluctance to free them
constitutes a serious violation of the
truce agreement and hampers the re-
sumption of Armenian-Azerbaijani
peace talks.

“We are committed to the re-
sumption of the settlement process but
there must first and foremost be formed
an environment conducive to peace.
Prerequisites for that are not yet vis-
ible on the Azerbaijani side,” he said at
a meeting with members of a standing
committee of the Armenian parliament.

Speaking with reporters after the

meeting, Ayvazian said that Baku is
facing growing international pressure
torelease the remaining Armenian pris-
oners.

“As expected, Azerbaijan’s policy
of creating artificial obstacles to the
return of prisoners is slowly becoming
aheadache for Azerbaijan,” he claimed.
“We hope that Azerbaijan will abandon
this policy of hostage taking and will
immediately solve this important hu-
manitarian issue.”

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
reportedly raised the issue with Russian
President Vladimir Putin when they last
spoke by phone on February 17.

The Russian ambassador to Ar-
menia, Sergei Kopyrkin, insisted on
Tuesday that Moscow keeps doing its
best to secure the release of all Arme-
nian captives. “The work is not easy
but it continues to be carried out per-
sistently,” Kopyrkin told journalists.

Kopyrkin, confirmed on Tues-
day that Russia is helping Armenia
restructure and modernize its armed
forces following the recent war in
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Armenian Defense Minister
Vagharshak Harutiunyanreported such
assistance in an interview with the
Russian RIA Novosti news agency

Continued onpage 2

Nikol Pashinyan Remains Most Popular
Politician in Armenia — GALLUP Survey

YEREVAN — According to a
recent survey conducted by GALLUP
International Association in Armenia,
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
mains the most popular politician in
Armenia. The survey was carried out
from February 15-17.

The participants of the survey
evaluated their attitude towards politi-
cians on a scale of 1-5 points. PM
Pashinyan received 2.8 points, Presi-
dent Armen Sarkissian received 2.3
points, first President Levon Ter-
Petrosyan received 1.7 points, 2nd
President Robert Kocharyan received
2 points, 3rd President Serzh Sargsyan
received 1.7 points, head of ”Prosper-
ous Armenia” Party Gagik Tsarukyan
received 2.2 points, head of ”Bright
Armenia” Party Edmon Marukyan re-
ceived 1.8 points, head of “Father-
land” Party Artur Vanetsyan received
1.5 points, leader of ”Fatherland Sal-
vation Movement” Vazgen Manukyan
received 1.6 points and representative
of the Armenian Revolutionary Fed-
eration Ishkhan Saghatelyan received
1.6 points.

37.1% of the participants said
that snap elections are definitely nec-
essary, 21.3% said that it would be
better to hold snap elections, 13.6%
said it would not be better to hold snap
elections and 19.7% said that snap
elections are not necessary. Overall,
nearly 58% said that there is a neces-
sity for snap elections.

41.2% of the participants said

that the elections should be held under
Nikol Pashinyan’s leadership, 28.2% said
that the elections should be organized
without Nikol Pashinyan’s leadership
and 7.9% said that the elections should
be organized by the interim government
proposed by the opposition.

The participants were also asked
which party they would vote for if
parliamentary elections were held on
Sunday. 33.1% of the respondents
would vote in favor of ruling My Step
bloc, 27.2% would not give their votes
to anyone, and 15.7% found it difficult
to choose.

The rest of the respondents would
vote in favor of the Prosperous Arme-
nia Party (4.4%), Bright Armenia
(2.6%), Republican Party of Armenia
(2.2%), ARF/ Dashnaktsutyun (2.2%),
Fatherland (0.9%), Republic (0.7%)
and Sasna Tsrer (0.4%).

Armenia’s Economy Is in the Phase of
Recovery. Government

YEREVAN — At a government
meeting, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan said that the economy is
showing the first signs of recovery.
The turnover increased by 12%.

“The economy seems to be en-
tering a recovery phase, and of course
this is very good news” — he said.

Economy Minister Vahan Kerobyan
stated that about 904 million drams will be
directed to several industries of the
economy. Travel agencies are in the list,
as well as money will be directed to the
export of cognac and alcohol. The prime
minister asked whether the export vol-
umes of cognac and alcohol had al-
ready been realized.

“Yes, this is compensation for
last year’s export duty; this year we
will allocate 900 million drams for a
program aimed at exporting 9 million
liters of cognac alcohol” — the minister
replied.

A new district will be built in
Shurnukh. The government has allo-
cated 470 million drams. According to
the chairman of the town planning
committee Armen Ghularyan, the work
on the district planning has already
begun.

“At the first stage, it is planned to
build 13 houses and a road without
asphalt. Atthe second stage, in2022, all
infrastructures will be built. At the third
stage, we think that there may be a need
to build some structures of public and
industrial importance” — he said.

“Itis very important that we have
such concrete decisions, the imple-
mentation of which will be tangible in
people’s lives and change the situa-
tion, and that our compatriots in the
Syunik region feel that the authorities
support them” — the Prime Minister
noted.

The government also approved
the procedure for providing financial
support to citizens registered or actu-
ally living in Artsakh for a period of 4
months. This means that all citizens of
Artsakh, except for men aged 18-63
who do not have a disability group, will
receive 68 thousand drams monthly.

“If we take an average family
from Artsakh, about five people, tak-
inginto account the pension, the amount
of support provided to the family will
be about 320 thousand drams” — the
Minister of Labor and Social Affairs
Mesrop Arakelyan said.
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Armenian, Russian Foreign Ministers
Discuss Return of Armenian Captives

from Azerbaijan
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MOSCOW — Armenia’s For-
eign Minister Ara Aivazia, metin Mos-
cow with Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov on Wednesday Febru-
ary 17.

The interlocutors underscored the
high level of allied cooperation be-
tween Armenia and Russia, both in
bilateral and international platforms,
within the framework of regional se-
curity and integration formats. The
sides highlighted the importance of
holding sectoral consultations between
the Foreign Ministries of the two coun-
tries, and maintaining an active dia-
logue at different levels.

The Foreign Ministers of Arme-
nia and Russia discussed in detail the
issues of regional security and stabil-
ity. They exchanged views on the
implementation of the provisions of

the November 9 and January 11 trilat-
eral statements. In this regard, within
the urgent humanitarian issues, Minis-
ter Aivazian stressed the importance
of repatriation of prisoners of war and
captured civilians, noting that the arti-
ficial delay of the issue by Azerbaijan
causes serious obstacles for the imple-
mentation of trilateral statements.

Minister Aivazian highly com-
mended the efforts of the Russian side
aimed at improving the humanitarian
situation in Artsakh.

Issues regarding the resumption
of the Nagorno-Karabakh peace pro-
cess were also on the agenda of the
meeting. Both sides emphasized the
importance of addressing the core is-
sues of the settlement within the frame-
work of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairmanship.

Former Yerevan Mayor
Taron Markaryan Indicted

IlF‘i““ll

-w ] _u-fifh

Armenia’s Investigative Commit-
tee has brought criminal charges
against Yerevan’s former Mayor Taron
Markaryan and three other former gov-
ernment officials.

The Investigative Committee
claimed on Thursday that Markaryan
abused his powers to sell three plots of
municipal land to his cronies from in
2011-2014. The land belonging to pub-
lic schools was privatized at knock-
down prices, it said without specify-
ing financial details of those deals.

In a statement, the committee said
that two other former senior officials of
Yerevan’s municipal administration as
well as Arman Sahakyan, a former head
of the Armenian government’s Depart-
ment of State Property Management,
have been indicted as part of the same
criminal case. It did not elaborate.

Markaryan’s lawyer, Benik

Galstyan, was quick to laugh off the
accusations, saying that his client re-
gards them as a “farce.” He claimed
investigators are illegally refusing to
share with him all materials of the case
and that he does not know “what
exactly Mr. Markaryan is accused of.”

In a Facebook post, Galstyan
also said that Markaryan traveled to
Moscow on February 7 for medical
treatment and returned to Armenia on
February 13 two days after being no-
tified of his impending indictment.

Markaryan, 42, servedas Yerevan
mayor from 2011-2018. Both he and
Sahakyan are senior members of
former President Serzh Sarkisian’s
Republican Party of Armenia (HHK).

Markaryan’s late father Andranik
was Armenia’s prime minister from
2000-2007. The latter headed the HHK
until his sudden death in 2007.
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Hayastan All Armenian Fund Delivers
Over 184 Tons of Humanitarian Aid

YEREVAN — Since the very
beginning of the war, through the ef-
forts of the Diaspora and with the
support of the Hayastan All Armenian
Fund,, large-scale humanitarianaid has
been sent to Armenia by different
Diaspora communities since the very
beginning of the war, through the ef-
forts of the Diaspora and with the
support of the Hayastan All Armenian
Fund. To date, approximately 184,345
kg (more than 184 tons) of humanitar-
ian aid has arrived in Armenia.

The assistance received includes
modern medical equipment, first aid
supplies, wound treatment and skin
recovery products, warm winter
clothes, shoes, sleeping bags, tents,
beds, food, gift packages for Artsakh
schoolchildren and so on.

During the war, starting on Oc-
tober 10th, through the efforts of Ar-
menians living in the Diaspora and
Armenian organizations from different
communities, approximately 87,941 kg
of humanitarian aid had been collected
in the USA and Europe and transported
to Armenia with the efforts of the All
Armenian Fund.

Cargo shipments were received
from Los Angeles on October 10th,
15th, 16th, 19th, 22nd, 30th and 31st,
with a total weight of approximately
61,549 kg, and 10,415 kg from the
Netherlands on October 11th and 12th.
Two planes arrived in Armenia from
France and Belgium on October 23rd
and October 26th, respectively, which
delivered approximately 15,977 kg of
humanitarian aid donated by different
Armenian communities around Europe.

To ensure the swift and efficient

delivery of aid to those most in need
during the state of emergency, the
Hayastan All Armenian Fund waived
its right to these shipment during the
44 days of the war in favor of the
Ministries of Emergency Situations,
Health and Defense, which enabled the
humanitarian aid to be directed to meet
the needs of each institution immedi-
ately.

After the end of military actions,
33,389 kg of humanitarian aid arrived
and was distributed directly by the
Fund. Most of the aid received during
this period originated from Los Ange-
les and France. Cargo shipments were
received on November 19th, 20th,
December 6th, 7th, 14th, 18th, 21st,
24th, 26th, 28th, 29th and January
14th, 2021.

The assistance received during this
period was distributed to a number of
health and community structures, in-
cluding Kanaker-Zeytun Medical Center
and Maternity Hospital, Institute of He-
matology, Central Military Hospital,
Martuni Medical Center, Kapan Medical
Center, the regional administration of
Tavush, Ararat and Gegharqunik, the
Homeland Defender’s Rehabilitation
Center, Noyemberyan Medical Center,
Surb Astvacamayr Medical Center,
Vardenis Hospital, Erebuni Medical Cen-
ter, Surb Grigor Lusavorich Medical
Center, Goris Medical Center. Signifi-
cant assistance was also provided to the
Artsakh Ministry of Health.

Humanitarian aid continues to
arrive in 2021 with approximately
63,015 kg of aid currently awaiting
customs clearance, processing, and
classification prior to distribution.

Armenia Accused Azerbaijan

Continued frompage 1

published on Monday. He said con-
crete “recommendations” have already
been made on how to rearm the Arme-
nian army in the current circumstances
but did not give any details.

“Very intensive contacts are now
underway between the defense minis-
tries of Russia and Armenia in various
directions,” Kopyrkin told reporters,
commenting on Harutiunyan’s remarks.

Asked whether Moscow is in-
deed ready to provide such military aid
to Yerevan, he said: “Russia is already
doing that.”

Kopyrkin did not go into details.
Also, he did not deny or confirm
Harutiunyan’s assertion that the Rus-
sian military base in Armenia will be

expanded in view of the post-war “mili-
tary-political realities in the region.”
The envoy said only that the two sides
are now looking into ways of ““strength-
ening cooperation between our coun-
tries and armed forces.”

Yerevan announced plans to fur-
ther deepen Russian-Armenian mili-
tary ties shortly after the war with
Azerbaijan stopped by a Russian-
brokered ceasefire on November 10.
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian stated
on New Year’s Eve that his country
now needs “new security guarantees.”

Late last month, a delegation led
by Colonel-General Sergei Istrakov, the
deputy chief of the Russian military’s
General Staff, visited Yerevan for nearly
weeklong negotiations with the Arme-
nian army’s top brass.
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Bringing Raffi Alive:

Sparks Twelve Selections
An interview with Donald Abcarian by Nora Vosbigian

Gomidas Institute just announced
its forthcoming sixth English transla-
tion from Raffi, probably the most
influential Armenian novelist of the
19th century. These translations are
trailblazers and have allowed English
speakers access to Raffi’s world at the
dawn of a new era, the Armenian
renaissance of the 19th century. Four
of these translations were made by
Donald Abcarian, a longstanding asso-
ciate of the Gomidas Institute. Sparks:
Twelve Selections will be released on
1 March 2021. For more information
please visit www.gomidas.org/books

NV: Hello Donald! You have
now translated four works by Raffi
into English. Your latest work is a
selection of 12 selections from
Sparks (Gaidzer). Congratulations.

DA: Thanks very much.

NV: How or why did you decide
on this work and those particular
stories for translation? What holds
them together? What makes them
special?

DA: After The Fool came out I
wanted to continue translating. I didn’t
decide to translate Sparks rather than
some other work. But when I opened
it up and saw the richness of the
settings and actors and the territory it
covered — for instance, the vivid de-
scription of Varak monastery — I was
naturally drawn in. It was a gold mine.
I was guided by a kind of sixth sense
in selecting the chapters I wanted to
focus on. I just recognized them when
I saw them. That is the best way I can
put it. They showed Raffi’s skill in
painting distinct scenes; in conveying
suspense and political intrigue, in de-
picting vast panoramas. I wanted to
show Raffi’s earthy wisdom in the
form of a white mule leading a caravan
through blinding snow. I wanted to
show his idealism and humanism. But
I especially wanted to capture the flow
oftime in the narrator’s life— Farhad’s
life — his transition from a primitive
one-room school to distant horizons. I
wanted to capture those key moments
that led him from childhood to man-
hood. All of that is held together by his
presence in every scene, his faithful

witness to everything, his complete
honesty.

NV: Could you say something
about the controversy when Sparks
was published? What was the na-
ture of the controversy and how did
Raffi respond.

DA: Mshag and Meghou
Hayasdani (the Bee of Armenia) were
already in tough competition with each
other for more readers when Czar
Alexander Il was assassinated in 1881.
The assassination sent shockwaves
through the whole world. His policies
toward the Armenians had been quite
benign. But when Alexander III took
over, all of that changed. Alexander I11
was far more conservative and began
to crack down on Armenian privileges.
The Bee of Armenia took advantage of
that situation to put Mshag on the
defensive. Their attack on Mshag and
its progressive ideas was led by a very
conservative priest who went by the
penname Haigouni. Haigouni published
a series of articles in the Bee of Arme-
nia which tried every trick in the book
to discredit Sparks right after it came
out in 1883. The Bee of Armenia was
already very concerned about Raffi
and the recent success of The Fool and
wanted to prevent Mshag from gaining
more readers. Haigouni’s “critique”
attacked Sparks as a literary fraud and
framed Raffi as a dangerous “nihilist.”
In a short time, Raffi’s home was
invaded by state police. They confis-
cated all of his manuscripts and put
him under house arrest for a week. It
was a shocking experience. The manu-
scripts were returned to him a short

time later, but he had to take a long trip
out of town to rest and recover. When
he returned to Tiflis, he wrote a long,
point-by-point refutation of Haigouni’s
defamatory piece and valiantly defended
Sparks as well as his personal honor. It
was serialized in Mshag starting on 30
September 1883. It turned out to be
one of the most significant theoretical
works of modern Armenian literature.
It was called, “Mr. Haigouni’s Critique
& Sparks.”

NV: Has your understanding
of Raffi changed over the years?

DA: It probably has. But I’ve
spent 20 years trying to understand
Raffi as well as I could, so it’s hard to
see how my understanding has
changed. I guess I could say it’s been
added to. And that leads me to the
biggest “new piece” in my image of
Raffi, which is what I just mentioned:
his refutation of Haigouni’s “critique.”
It’s not just put in the voice of the
person who narrates The Fool, or
Jalaleddin. It’s in the voice of a con-
summate, world-class intellectual, a
man who has looked into every corner
of European, Western thought and
drawn his own conclusions. It’s as if
his fiction is just one department of his
intellectual life and that he’s larger
than all of it put together. He spent a
lifetime gathering that knowledge and
through his art offered all of it to the
Armenian people. That’s how I see
him.

NV: Why do you think Raffi is
such an effective writer? What
made Raffi, Raffi?

DA: It’s adventure mixed with
analysis, as someone so aptly put it
recently; the way he offers equal nour-
ishment to the mind and the heart, to
the intellect and the imagination; the
way he weaves historical knowledge
and cultural awareness together into a
colorful narrative. He gives us his sig-
nature with his sunrises and sweeping
panoramas. But, ultimately with Raffi,
history carries the day. It always has
the last word and sums up what he’s
about. That’s how I see him.

NV: Do you think his writing
changed over time?

DA: I’m sure it did, but that’s a
whole separate question. I’ve been too
involved in translating each work to be
aware of how it’s changed, let alone
explain it.
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NV: Which of his characters
are your favorite — villains or he-
roes — and why?

DA: I especially like Sara in The
Fool. She has so much to deal with
emotionally and practically but she
maintains her dignity and sanity through
it all. I like Mr. Salman too, because he
won’t stop spouting the truth and he
meets his fate head-on. 1 feel very
close to Farhad in Sparks. It’s easy to
forget him because he’s the unassum-
ing narrator, but he’s special to me for
the reasons I mentioned before, his
honesty and faithful witness.

NV: If you could meet Raffi in
his day, what would you say to him?

DA: I'd say I had read all his
novels so far and couldn’t wait for
more. I’d tell him I had seen kids who
I thought would never get near a book,
and there they were reading passages
of The Fool to their friends in the
village square.

skeoskoskoskoskoskok

NOTE: Donald Abcarian was
born and raised in Fresno, California,
where his family was part of the exten-
sive Armenian-American community
that settled there since the turn of the
last century. His earliest influences,
including the Armenian language, de-
rived from that milieu. He graduated
from the University of California at
Berkeley with a degree in philosophy
and has pursued a lifelong interest in
languages and world literature. His
translations include The Fool,
Jalaleddin, The Golden Rooster and
Sparks: Twelve Selections, all pub-
lished by the Gomidas Institute.

Armenian Authorities to Start COVID-19
Vaccinations Next Month

YEREVAN -- Armenian health
authorities have reaffirmed plans to
start vaccinating next month “high
risk” groups of the country’s popula-
tion against COVID-19.

According to a directive signed
by Health Minister Anahit Avanesyan
on Monday, the “first phase” of vac-
cination will cover medical workers,
care home personnel, persons aged
65 and older as well as younger Ar-
menians suffering from chronic dis-
eases. Military and law-enforcement
personnel, rescue and public trans-
port workers, civil servants, school-
teachers and university lecturers will
be the next to get vaccine shots free
of charge.

Avanesyan gave no detailed time-
tables for the vaccination process when
she spoke with journalists on Thurs-
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day. She said only that it will start in
March.

Nor did Avanesyan specify how
many Armenians will have access to
free inoculation against the coronavirus.
She indicated that many people not
included in either “high risk” category

will have to pay for their vaccination.

“The quantity of vaccines im-
ported to Armenia will depend on a
number of factors, including their
price and the amount of money the
state can allocate for their acquisi-
tion,” she said.

Gayane Sahakyan, the deputy di-
rector of the Armenian National Center
for Disease Control, said last month
that the authorities are planning to
vaccinate only 10 percent of Armenia’s
population.

Sahakyan said the first batch of a
relatively cheap vaccine developed by
the British company AstraZeneca and
Oxford University will be delivered to
the country soon. She said it will be
supplied by the COVAX Facility global
partnership supported by the World
Health Organization.

Avanesyan stated early this
month that the Armenian government
would also like to buy Russia’s Sput-
nik V coronavirus vaccine and is nego-

tiating with Moscow for that purpose.
No contracts for its acquisition have
been announced so far.

The minister said on Thursday
that the health authorities have also
approved the Pfizer-BioNTech vac-
cine. “It’s just that there are issues
related to ensuring Pfizer’s storage
temperature and they need to be
solved,” she said.

“Fromthe purely logistical stand-
point, Sputnik V has some advan-
tages,” Davit Melik-Nubaryan, a pub-
lic health expert, told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian Service.

“For example, while Moderna and
Pfizer vaccines require a special re-
gime for storage and transportation,
namely a very low temperature, and
are very sensitive to shaking, there are
no such requirements in the case of
Sputnik V,” said Melik-Nubaryan. “For
that reason, both Sputnik V and
AstraZeneca will be easier to use in
Armenia.”
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In Memoriam: Dikran Kalaydjian (1973-2021)
On the occasion of the 40th day of his passing

BY HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN

Bright, intelligent, successful,
discerning, sensitive, loving, most car-
ing, practical, optimistic, forward-
looking, kind, determined.... Such
bright points of light, with an ever
bright smile etched on face, made up
the wonderful human being Dikran
Kalaydjian was. It is impossible to
comprehend the incomprehensible loss
of Dikran, another victim of the pan-
demic, no less in catastrophic Leba-
non.

Much loved and respected by his
family, friends and professional col-
leagues, Dikran was the successful
Chief Financial Officer of Wunderman
Thompson Middle East and North Af-
rica. Dikran managed corporate fi-
nances in 15 countries. His career
started in Finance at Ernst & Young,
which led him to senior management
positions and advancement on the cor-
porate ladder. He joined J. Walter
Thompson in 2006 as Regional Fi-
nance Director in MENA and soon was
promoted to lead the group as Chief
Financial Officer. He contributed to
the company’s structuring initiatives,
tax planning and treasury management,
managing internal and external audits
and managing acquisitions. He served
on the boards of several companies.

Dirkan was born on 10 March
1973, the first child of Bebo and
Azadouhie Simonian Kalaydjians. The
Civil War in Lebanon started when
Dikran was two years old. As his
mother taught at the Lebanese Ameri-
can University (LAU), the family moved
to the campus to avoid the dangerous
commute in divided Beirut. Dikran and
his younger brother Razmik spent their
childhood and early years at LAU’s
campus in West Beirut. They received
their primary and secondary education
at the International College affiliated
with AUB.

Dikran continued his university
studies at LAU, first receiving a B.S.
degree in 1995, followed by an MBA in
1998. He became an expert in account-
ing and finance and received his CPA
qualifications from the State of Cali-
fornia.

Along with his successful pro-
fessional career, and despite his fre-
quent work travels, Dikran was an
active member of the community in
Lebanon, volunteering for many chari-
ties and community causes, always
having his wife Sylvie on his side.
Through his expert advice and organi-
zational support, Dikran contributed
to the success of many charitable,
cultural and educational projects and
community social services in Lebanon.
In the 1990s, he also helped to establish
financial auditing and consulting insti-
tutions in Armenia, and provided valu-
able advice and assistance to a number
of NGOs on how to structure their
financial and legal matters.

For many years, he served on the
Board of Trustees of the Cilician
Catholicosate’s “Birds Nest” orphan-
age as financial advisor. During his
student years, he was a member of the
Armenian Church University Students’
Union, under the auspices of the
Catholicosate. He served as an elected

Deputy of the Armenian National As-
sembly of the Prelacy of Lebanon,
representing the Holy Resurrection
Church in the Rmeil district. During
his tenure, the community church
flourished through many activities and
services, especially distribution of as-
sistance to community members,
which increased after the August-4th
devastating blast at Beirut Port. Dikran
made sure that the much-needed assis-
tance is provided weekly and satisfac-
torily. He was much loved by the
members of the community for his
leadership and services.

From an early age Dikran was
active in AGBU, along with his par-
ents. He had led his own children to
AGBU’s Demirdjian Centre, where they
took part in sports, educational, social
and scouting activities.

Having grown up in the home of
prominent educators and community
activists Bebo and Azadouhie
Simonians, Dikran and his brother
Razmik were members of H.M.M.
(Armenian Athletic Union) scouts and
had achieved the rank of Deputy Chiefs.
Even after they had embarked onto
their professional careers, they con-
tinued to provide financial and moral
support to the scouts.

Dikran supported the “Nor
Serount” (“New Generation™) social-
cultural association, an organization
co-founded by his father. He provided
financial support and advice especially
tothe association’s “Arek” dance group
and was proud of his daughter Sarig,
who performed with the group.

He helped numerous young uni-
versity students by giving them advice
and facilitating corporate internships,
which many of them needed for their
degree requirements. They were al-
ways grateful for his guidance, advice
and for the success they had achieved
in their professional careers.

Dikran was much loved by his
extended family and his large circle of
friends for his wonderful personality,
his warm humanity. His professional-
ism, deep knowledge and business
acumen were highly valued by his
professional colleagues. His work for
charity and service to the community
over many years were much appreci-
ated and will be missed greatly.

Dikran was the pride of his fam-
ily and community. Alas, his multi-
facetted, purpose-filled life lasted for
only 47 years. He still had a lot to give
and live.

“May the memory of the just be
blessed forever.”
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The Society for Armenian Studies Holds its
46th Annual Membership Meeting

On January 16, 2021, the Soci-
ety for Armenian Studies (SAS) held
its 46th Annual Membership Meeting
on Zoom. More than forty members,
including the Executive Council, were
present at the meeting, which was
open to all members of SAS.

The SAS President Dr. Bedross
Der Matossian began by reviewing
recent SAS accomplishments. He noted
that the SAS Podcast has interviewed
over 45 authors so far, and is available
on platforms like Apple Podcast,
Spotify, and Google Play. He high-
lighted the SAS Research and Travel
Grants program which has so far sup-
ported 15 graduate students, including
the first two recipients of the new SAS
Grant on Race. As part of the newly
launched Society for Armenian Stud-
ies Publication Series, Der Matossian
presented the second volume on “The
First Republic of Armenia (1918-1920)
on its Centenary: Politics, Gender, and
Diplomacy,” (2020) published by the
Press at California State University,
Fresno.

One of the notable achievements
of SAS was that the prestigious pub-
lishing house Brill is now publishing
the Journal for the Society of Arme-
nian Studies (JSAS). Dr. Tamar M.
Boyadjian was appointed Editor-in-
Chief of the new JSAS, and has been
working to expand the scope of the
Journal to show the depth and breadth
of Armenian Studies as an interdisci-
plinary field. Entries for the Society of
Armenian Studies (e-SAS), the online
platform for shorter scholarly pieces
on topics related to Armenian Studies,
continues to publish pieces by both
established and junior scholars. In light
of the pandemic, the SAS also hosted
and co-hosted numerous Zoom lec-
tures, conferences, and symposia by
concentrating on different aspects of
Armenian Studies.

After reviewing the accomplish-
ments to this point, Dr. Der Matossian
mapped out the “Three-Year Strategic
Plan of the SAS” which will concen-
trate on three areas:1) strengthening
SAS ties with educational institutions
in Armenia and Artsakh; 2) mentoring
SAS graduate students; and 3) dis-
seminating knowledge about Arme-
nian Studies throughout the world.

In order to strengthen ties with
Armenia and Artsakh, SAS decided to
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cooperate with educational institutions
in Armenia and Artsakh; concentrate
on documenting and promoting the
cultural heritage of Artsakh; and to
encourage students from Armenia to
become members of SAS and to ben-
efit from its scholarship as well as
expertise. This will be accomplished
by creating a program to sponsor stu-
dents for $10 per year. In its second
area of mentorship for graduate stu-
dents, SAS will organize workshops
for graduate students; discuss alterna-
tive paths to careers; and provide a
platform for graduate students and
junior scholars (mostly from Armenia)
to present their work and receive criti-
cal feedback. For the last area regard-
ing dissemination of knowledge about
the field, SAS decided to continue with
its Podcast Series, Zoom Lecture Se-
ries, E-SAS, and JSAS.

After Der Matossian’s presenta-
tion, SAS Treasurer Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian; the JSAS Editor-in-
Chief, Dr. Tamar M. Boyadjian; and
the Editor of e-SAS, Dr. Dzovinar
Derderian provided their reports, fol-
lowing which the floor was opened to
questions from the larger membership
community. A productive conversa-
tion followed about topics including
the sponsorship of panels at major
conferences, membership of scholars
in Armenia, and work related to the
preservation of cultural heritage in
Artsakh.

The SAS, founded in 1974, is the
international professional association
representing scholars and teachers in the
field of Armenian Studies. The aim of the
SAS is to promote the study of Armenian
culture and society, including history,
language, literature, and social, political,
and economic questions.

100 Representatives

Continued frompage 1

of displaced people who have fled the
conflict in Artsakh. We also request
that your Administration identify ways
in which our economic, cultural, and
other ties to Armenia can be improved
to benefit Armenia and the large Arme-
nian American diaspora in the United
States,” the lawmakers concluded.
“Those steps should include the for-
mal recognition of the Armenian Geno-
cide by President Biden on April 24,
following in the footsteps of both the
House and Senate who passed resolu-
tions recognizing the fact of the Geno-
cide during the 116th Congress.”
“We applaud Armenian Caucus
Co-Chair Rep. Frank Pallone for his

Sign Bipartisan Letter

steadfast leadership, as well as Caucus
leaders Reps. David Valadao, Jackie
Speier, Gus Bilirakis, Adam Schiff,
and all of the signatories for coming
together in this important effort to
urge the Biden’s administration to work
closely with America’s democratic al-
lies Armenia and Nagorno Karabakh,
as they face an existential threat from
the Islamist armies of Turkey and
Azerbaijan. Armenian Americans and
all people who support democracy and
freedom know that when America
leads the world is better for it, and so
we urge President Biden and his ad-
ministration to be a leader in the South
Caucasus.” stated ACA’s Washington
D.C. Representative Taniel
Koushakjian.
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