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PM Pashinyan: Turkey Needs to Change
Its Aggressive Policy Towards Armenia

YEREVAN -- Turkey needs to
give up its aggressive policy towards
Armenia, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan said in an interview with
Russian news agency Interfax in re-
sponse to a question about to what
extend the current process of estab-
lishing economic ties in the region
depends on the political factor, includ-
ing the normalization of relations with
Turkey.

Pashinyan recalled that the Ar-
menian-Turkish border was unilater-
ally closed by Turkey back in 1993,
and Armenia has always advocated the
unconditional normalization of rela-
tions with Turkey, but this was re-
jected by Turkey itself.

“Armenia has always advocated
the normalization of relations with
Turkey without preconditions, but this
was rejected by Turkey itself. Such a
hostile policy of Ankara gained new

scope during the 44-day aggression of
Azerbaijanagainst Artsakh. In particu-
lar, Turkey provided Azerbaijan with
direct military-political and military-
technical support, having also trans-
ferred foreign armed terrorist fighters
to the zone of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict,” Pashinyan said.

“In this context, in order to es-
tablish a lasting peace and restore the
economic image of the region, Turkey
needs to change this aggressive policy
towards Armenia,” Pashinyan said.

On the subject of Armenian-Rus-
sian relations Pashinyan stated that it
does not depend on the outcome of
future parliamentary elections.

“The Armenian-Russian strate-
gic allied relations are quite rich and
extensive. They are based on the his-
torical proximity of our friendly

Continued onpage 2

Sergei Lavrov Holds Separate Talks With
Armenian and Azerbaijani Counterparts

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov discussed with his Armenian
and Azerbaijani counterparts the imple-
mentation of Russian-brokered agree-
ments to stop the war in Nagorno-
Karabakh during separate talks held in
Moscow late on Thursday.

According to the Russian For-
eign Ministry, the three ministers
touched upon “humanitarian” issues
and the “unblocking of economic and
transport links” in the region.

Armenian Foreign Minister Ara
Ayvazian was cited by his office as
telling Lavrov that Azerbaijanis con-
tinuing to violate the ceasefire agree-
ment brokered by Moscow on No-
vember 9. Ayvazian singled out
Baku’s refusal to free more than 100
Armenian prisoners of war and civil-
ians remaining in Azerbaijani cus-
tody.

The truce accord calls for the
restoration of transport links between
Armeniaand Azerbaijan. Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, his Azerbaijani
counterpart [lham Aliyev and Arme-

nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
decided to set up a trilateral “working
group” for that purpose when they met
in Moscow on January 11.

The group co-headed by deputy
prime ministers of the three states has
held several meetings since January
30. Its Russian co-chair, Alexei
Overchuk, met with Aliyev and
Pashinian in Baku and Yerevan on
Thursday.

US State Department Confirms Turkish
Participation In Nagorno-Karabakh War,
Highlights Azerbaijani War Crimes

WASHINGTON, DC
(barnabasfund.org) — A report from
the US Department of State released
30 March 2021 has confirmed the
role of Turkey in supporting
Azerbaijan’s war against ethnic Ar-
menians in Nagorno-Karabakh.

The 2020 Country Reports on
Human Rights Practices also high-
light war crimes committed by
Azerbaijan during the conflict, includ-
ing military strikes against civilian
targets and the torture and abuse of
Armenian prisoners.

The report states that
Azerbaijan’s invasion of Nagorno-
Karabakh was conducted “with
Turkish support”.

A separate resolution of the Eu-
ropean Parliament, published 11 March,
condemned Turkey’s action of send-
ing Syrian mercenaries to fight for
Azerbaijan in Nagorno-Katabkah, “in
violation of international law”.

After the conflict Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan declared,
“The crescent and star embellish the
skies of Karabakh now thanks to the
efforts of our Azerbaijani brothers and
sisters ... The Azerbaijani flag flies
proudly over Nagorno-Karabakh as a
symbol of our martyrs’ valour.”

Turkey’s role in the conflict and
the accounts of Azerbaijani brutality

and abuse have raised fears about the
possibility of a new Armenian geno-
cide.

Nagorno-Karabakh is part of the
historic homeland of the Armenian
people, who around 301 AD became
the first Christian nation, and the re-
gion still contains many ancient
churches and monasteries. Karabakh
was placed within Azerbaijan by the
USSR in 1923.

Azerbaijan war crimes described
as “credible” and “significant”
The US Department of State also
cites “significant human rights issues”
perpetrated by Azerbaijan in Nagorno-
Karabakh, including “unlawful killings,

Continued onpage 2

Armenian Couple Accused of
Spying for Azerbaijan

YEREVAN -- Armenia's National
Security Service (NSS) said it has
completed the preliminary investiga-
tion of a criminal case involving an
Armenian married couple who are sus-
pected of high treason.

According to NSS, the husband
who had previously visited Turkey on
several occasions, was recruited in
that country by representatives of the
Azerbaijani intelligence services. Upon
returning to Armenia, the man con-
veyed his mobile phone number to a
foreign intelligence officer through an
acquaintance living in Turkey,

After a number of telephone
conversations, the husband , in re-
turn for a payment, agreed to obtain
and send information that could
harm Armenia and Artsakh, their
territorial integrity and external se-
curity to Azerbaijani special services.
He even signed a contract with
Azerbaijani special service and sent
it via the Internet and chose a pseud-
onym for himself.

For a year, this citizen collected
and transferred information contain-
ing state and official secrets to the
special services of the enemy country,
both personally and through his wife in
return for $1,500.

Based on the totality of the evi-
dence obtained, the citizen of the Re-
public of Armenia was charged with
treason and was arrested. His wife
accused of complicity, was ordered
not to leave the country pending the
end of the investigation. Both pleaded
guilty and confessed.

The criminal case was referred
to the prosecutor on April 5, 2021 with
an indictment and will be sent to the
court for consideration.

A suspect or accused of an al-
leged crime is presumed innocent until
proven guilty according to a court
ruling that has entered into legal force,
in accordance with the procedure es-
tablished by the Criminal Procedure
Code of Armenia.
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Armenian Parliament Votes to Change
Electoral System

YEREVAN — The Armenian
National Assembly approved on Thurs-
day major amendments to Electoral
Code that changes the legal mecha-
nism for electing the country’s next
parliament.to be held on June 20th.
The government-backed amendments
passed in the first reading receiving 83
votes in favor.

Armenians have until now voted
for not only parties and blocs but also
their individual candidates running in
nationwide constituencies. In the last
two general elections, parliament seats
were equally distributed among candi-
dates picked through national party
lists and individual races.

The amendments backed by only
pro-government lawmakers mean that
the forthcoming elections will be held
only on a party list basis.

The changes also foresee certain
regulations for holding the elections
under conditions for Covid pandemic.

PM Nikol Pashinyan announced
last week his administration’s decision
to switch the electoral system to a fully
proportional one. He claimed that none
of the two opposition parties repre-
sented in the current parliament ob-
jects to that.

However, one of those parties,
Bright Armenia (LHK), spoke out
against changing the electoral system.

LHK leader Edmon Marukyan
accused Pashinyan and the ruling My
Step bloc of resorting to partisan gerry-
mandering when he spoke during a
short parliament debate on the pro-
posed amendments. He said the au-
thorities must not hastily change the
“rules of the game” less than three
months before the anticipated elections.

Ruben Rubinyan, a senior My
Step lawmaker, rejected the criticism.
“Yes, the rules of the game are being
changed right before the elections, but
they are being liberalized,” he said.

Legendary Commander
Arkady Ter-Tadevosyan Dies Aged 81

YEREVAN — Legendary mili-
tary commander, Major General
Arkady Ter-Tadevosyan passed away
today aged 81, Armradio reports.

Arkady Ter-Tadevosyan was the
leader of the Armenian forces during
the First Nagorno-Karabakh War and
Armenia’s former Deputy Minister of
Defense.

Ter-Tadevosyan is best known
as the commander of the operation of
liberation of Shushi on May 8, 1992.

Arkady Ter-Tadevosyan was
born in Tbilisi, Georgia on May 22,
1939. After graduating from a high
school in Tbilisi, he decided to become
an officer. He attended the Baku Com-
bined Arms Command School and later
the Leningrad Military Academy of
Rear Services and Transportation.

He served in Afghanistan where
he earned the nickname “Mountain
Fox.”

In 1988, he joined the struggle
for the liberation of Artsakh and ac-
tively participated in the military train-
ing of volunteer fighters.

In 1990, he joined the “Sasuntsi
Davit” volunteer detachment.

In 1991, he was appointed Head
ofthe Extra-Military Preparation Divi-

sion of the Defense Committee of Ar-
menia.

On October 30, 1991, through a
military operation under the command
of Ter-Tadevosyan, the newly estab-
lished self-defense forces of Artsakh
liberated Togh village of Hadrut re-
gion, which was of major strategic
significance.

The President of the Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic, Bako Sahakyan,
awarded him with the Order of the
Golden Eagle and the title of Hero of
Artsakh on the 17th anniversary of the
Liberation of Shushi in 2009.

US State Department Confirms

Continued frompage 1

civilian casualties, and inhuman treat-
ment”.

These include in Stepanakert the
use of aerial bombardment, artillery
and cluster munitions against civilian
targets such as medical centres and
ambulances, gas and electricity plants,
sources of food and water, and
“schools and pre-schools”.

In October 2020 videos appeared
showing Azerbaijani soldiers mocking
and then killing two Armenian civilians
in the town of Hadrut, later identified
as 25-year-old Yuriy Adamyan and 73-
year-old Benik Hakobyan.

The report also describes as

“credible” accounts of Azerbaijani
abuse and murder of civilian detainees
and the torture of military prisoners of
war.

Following the closure of borders
between Azerbaijan and Armenia in
1991, the report notes, “inflammatory
rhetoric” became more common. By
2020, “an entire generation had grown
up listening to hate speech against
Armenians”.

In March 2021 the Armenian
National Commission for the UNESCO
condemned the alleged demolition of a
church building in Mekhakavan,
Nagorno-Karabakh, describing it as
“another act of cultural crime by
Azerbaijan”.

Pope Franciss Prays for Safe Return of
Nagorno-Karabakh Prisoners

THE VATICAN — For the sec-
ond year in a row since the onset of the
pandemic, Pope Francis delivered an
Easter blessing and speech in a scaled-
back ceremony on Sunday.

During the event — held in St.
Peter’s Basilica with notably fewer
people in attendance than before the
pandemic — the pope repeated his call
for broad access to COVID-19 vac-
cines across the world.

“Everyone requires assistance and
has the right to have access to neces-
sary care,” Francis said. “This is even
more evident in these times where all
of us are called to combat the pan-
demic, and vaccines are an essential
tool in this fight.”

Pope Francis also prayed for the

safe return home of prisoners of long
conflicts in Europe, in eastern Ukraine
and in Nagorno-Karabkh.

The Pope denounced as “scan-
dalous” how armed conflicts continue
to rage even as the coronavirus pan-
demic has triggered severe social and
economic suffering and swollen the
ranks of the poor.

Pope Francis also strongly ex-
tended his support for young protest-
ers in Myanmar, who are opposing the
military’s coup in increasingly deadly
demonstrations, and he urged an end
to conflicts in Yemen and Syria.

“May all parties involved commit
themselves effectively to ending con-
flicts and allowing war-weary peoples
to live in peace,” he said.

Protection of Armenian Cultural Heritage
Discussed at the National Commission

YEREVAN (Armradio) — The
sitting of the Armenian National Com-
mission for UNESCO was held at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

“As you know, due to the
Azerbaijani-Turkish aggression, after
the November 9 trilateral statement,
along with other humanitarian issues,
one of the urgent issues has been the
proper and guaranteed preservation of
the Armenian historical, cultural and
religious heritage in the territories un-
der Azerbaijani control,” Chairman of
the Armenian National Commission for
UNESCO, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Ara Aivazian said in his opening re-
marks.

“Thousands of historical, cul-
tural and religious monuments in the
territories of Artsakh, which came

under the military control of Azerbaijan,
face the threat of destruction. These
monuments, which are the material
evidence of the centuries-old history
of the Armenian people in the region,
are of great value not only in terms of
Armenian but also world cultural heri-
tage.,” Minister Aivazian said.
Minister Aivazian stressed that
from the very first days of the
Azerbaijani-Turkish aggression, all the
necessary work had been done to draw
the attention of the international com-
munity to the importance of protecting
the historical and cultural monuments
of Artsakh. Touching upon the busi-
ness trip of the UNESCO mission to
Artsakh, the Foreign Minister stressed
that the Armenian side is in a construc-
tive dialogue with the organization.

PM Pashinyan: Turkey Needs to Change

Continued frompage 1

peoples. The nature of these relations
does not depend on the outcome of
future early elections,” PM Pashinyan
said.

Asked whether Armenia plans to
continue purchasing Russian weap-
ons, he said: “Armenia is focused on
broad and long-term military-technical
cooperation with the Russian Federa-
tion, which follows from the long-
term strategic interests of the two
states.”

“Taking into account that, in ac-
cordance with interstate bilateral agree-
ments, two Armenian-Russian group-
ings have been created on the territory

of'the Republic of Armenia —the United
Group of Forces and the United Re-
gional Air Defense System in the Cau-
casian region of collective security,
and, in addition, both countries are
members of the Collective Security
Treaty Organization, it is clear that
Armenia is extremely interested in sup-
plies from Russia in order to have a
modern and compatible weapons and
ammunition,” the Prime Minister
noted.

“For the same reasons, we are
also interested in the delivery of weap-
ons and ammunition to Armenia in the
same configuration as for the Armed
Forces of the Russian Federation, “he
added.
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Why President Biden Should Recognize
the Armenian Genocide

BY PROF.ROGER SMITH

Turkey, as usual, gets all wound
up in the month of April, as Armenians
around the globe commemorate
Turkey’s genocide of up to 1.5 million
of its Armenian citizens starting in
1915 and ask the world to remember
with them. Armenians do this to raise
awareness of the historical fact of the
crime of genocide committed by then
Ottoman Turkey against the Arme-
nians and to ask the world for a mea-
sure of healing, as Turkey has contin-
ued persistently to deny the Genocide
to this day.

The late Turkish journalist,
Mehmet Ali Birand, noted on April 24,
2012, “Again, as happens every year,
the 70-million-person population of
Turkey [now 84 million] will wonder
what others are saying about the Ar-
menian issue. What will Washington
say? Which country will accept the Ar-
menian genocide claims? Days will pass
in stress... Turkey, as it has done before,
will react harshly. It will utter threats, but
they will remain ineffective.”

Birand’s statement was written
in relation to the publication of the
Turkish language edition of official
documents of the German Foreign
Office which clearly exposed Turkey’s
responsibility and Germany’s com-
plicity in the Armenian Genocide. Af-
ter the original German language edi-
tion appeared in 2005, the German
parliament voted to officially recog-
nize the Armenian Genocide and did so
conclusively in 2016.

Canada officially recognized the
Armenian Genocide in 2004 over Turk-
ish threats that “Canada would suffer
economically [and] that Armenians
would make claims against Turkey for
confiscated land.”

The Turkish machinations against
recognition by Washington have been
strenuous and sordid, even involving
alleged bribery of the Speaker of the
House in 2000. What will be Turkey’s
ploy this year to deter the US from
recognition?

One likely option, as suggested
by Washington Post Turkish analyst
Asli Aydintasbas, will be Turkey’s
declaration of the border with Armenia
open. She notes, “Critics say Turkey’s
apparent magnanimity smacks more
of its recent efforts to fix its battered
ties with Washington without making
the concessions that are actually being
demanded of it, namely, to get rid of its
Russian S-400 missiles immediately.”

With Turkey’s participation in
Azerbaijan’s war against the Arme-
nians in Artsakh (Nagorno Karabagh),
including the use of Syrian jihadists, to
help Azerbaijan win the war, they could
use that victory to deceive other coun-
tries that there is no longer a conflict
between Turkey and Armenia.

The United States and Switzerland
were burned once already in 2009, when
Turkey signed what was then hailed as a
historic set of accords, they had helped
broker with Armenia to forge diplomatic
ties and reopen their common border,
only tohave Erdogan cave to Azerbaijani
pressure and walk away.

Aydintasbas insists, however,
that Azerbaijan no longer poses an

obstacle. According to Al-Monitor, a
senior Armenian diplomat speaking on
condition of anonymity, contends that
the Turkish overtures were linked to
President Joe Biden’s vow to join the
growing number of nations that have
formally recognized the mass murder
of more than a million Ottoman Arme-
nians in 1915 as a genocide.

The West’s indifference to Turk-
ish collective state violence against its
Armenian civilians from 1894 through
to the genocide of 1915 by Ottoman
Turkey is well known. Less well known
is its genocide of its Assyrian popula-
tion at the same time and often the
same places. Similarly, during the years
1912 to 1923, Turkey repeatedly mas-
sacred the Greeks of Asia Minor and
Pontos, and since the founding of the
Turkish Republic, its Kurdish citizens.
Its persecution of its Jewish minority,
and so many other ethnic and religious
groups is also well documented and
still is ongoing against the Kurds not
only within Turkey, but beyond its
borders in Syria and Iraq.

President Biden’s full-throated
acknowledgement of the Armenian
Genocide is especially important not
only to show support for a democrati-
cally run country surrounded by dicta-
torships; it is also a matter of US
credibility. It was US ambassador
Henry Morgenthau who warned the
American Government in 1915 of
Turkey’s plan for “racial extermina-
tion” of the Armenians.

In 2019, both houses of Con-
gress approved by overwhelming ma-
jorities Resolutions (783 and 780) rec-
ognizing publicly the Armenian Geno-
cide. The Senate’s summary is as
follows:

“that it is the sense of the Senate
that it is the policy of the United States

(1) to commemorate the Arme-
nian Genocide through official recog-
nition and remembrance;

(2) to reject efforts to enlist,
engage, or otherwise associate the
United States Government with denial
of the Armenian Genocide or any other
genocide; and

(3) to encourage education and
public understanding of the facts of
the Armenian Genocide, including the
role of the United States in humanitar-
ian relief efforts, and the relevance of
the Armenian Genocide to modern-day
crimes against humanity.”

Perhaps most importantly, the
US should not give Turkey a free pass
on its denial, as it would only serve to
embolden Turkey and other perpetra-
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Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation Armenian
Communities Department Launched the
“Creative Culture Program” in Lebanon
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@creativeculture.20 - Society & Culture Website

LISBON -- The Armenian Com-
munities Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation launched the
"Creative Culture Program" in Leba-
non in February of 2020. The Program
aims to promote innovative initiatives
in Western Armenian produced by
young Armenians who wish to create
in the language. The "Creative Culture
Program" is one of the five pillars of
the Foundation's strategy for Leba-
non.

During the first call for propos-
als, the Foundation received 27 appli-
cations from young Lebanese Arme-
nians between the ages of 18 and 35.
Ten innovative projects were selected.
Individuals and groups in charge of
each project are currently working to
bring to life their initiatives, nurtured
by the multifaceted reality they live in,
always using Western Armenian as a
means of expression.

The beneficiaries of the "Cre-
ative Culture Program" in Lebanon for
2020-2021 are:

*2hSk - TIDE(WATCH). Hrayr
Kalemkerian and Hermine Nurpetlian

A platform where various topics
of concern to young people are ad-
dressed through workshops in a vari-
ety of art forms such as audio, visual
and literary.

*qUuruvhr Unu - GARMIR
MOM (RED WAX). Garen Darakjian
and Souren Khedeshian

An online theatrical performance
about the waning craft of Bourj
Hammoud jewelers.

UM Nhvy jupdwwymmpbp —
GROUNG ANIMATION. Krikor
Avessian and Serge Manouguian

Two 2D animated films based on
Hrag Papazian's short stories "Out-
break" and "The Wanderers."

QU p33k—-GHARBIYYEH
(WEST BEIRUT). Kourken Papazian

A series of short documentary
films that show the characteristics and
features of Armenian life in the neigh-
borhood.

* U'bYy — MEG (ONE). Assadour
Basmajian, Nareh Kusbekian, Serouj
Hovsepian, Karine Kulkhanjian

A platform discussing different
topics involving young people inter-
ested in Western Armenian and differ-
ent dialects of Armenian.

* wZUUr - NCHMAR
(GLIMPSE). Sarine Sandra Bajakian

A photographic journey that cap-
tures glimpses of Armenians and pre-
sents the unknown heroes living
amongst us.

* MUSUUYUL — BADMAGAN
(HISTORICAL). Guiro Karavartanian
and Serge Manouguian

A series of seven animated films
about Armenian history, tacklinga wide
range of topics and events that have
played a decisive role.

QSNBSS UL LPRULUVULUS
rGreGrink $hT

TUTLNRENRUGE NRY UERSL — A
STROLL IN THE OLD ADVERTISE-

MENTS OF LEBANESE ARMENIAN
NEWSPAPERS. Armen Bakkalian

A look at the advertisement cul-
ture in old Armenian newspapers in
Lebanon, revealing the rich and color-
ful language that existed in the ads.

cUPhhRULUSE +rN1LLEL -
DIASPORA WRITERS. Harout
Guluzian

Documentary videos about six
Lebanese- Armenian writers: Antranig
Dzarouguian, Apraham Alikian, Boghos
Snabian, Bebo Simonian, Sarkis
Guiragossian and Hagop Manougian.

*JU9rhYy — VAZRIG. Shoghag
Hovhannessian

A science-fiction graphic novel.
The story takes place in a futuristic
Bourj Hammoud at a very decisive
moment in Vazrig's life.

For more information and details
about the projects, follow the "Cre-
ative Culture Program" Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
creativeculture.20 or the Instagram
account: https://www.instagram.com/
creativeculture.20/

For more information about this
or other programs of the Armenian
Communities Department of the
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, visit:
https://gulbenkian.pt/armenian-com-
munities/

tors of genocide to commit mass vio-
lence in the future and get away with it,
as Turkey has been doing against the
Kurds (not only in Turkey but against
those beyond its borders, and most
recently the ethnic cleansing of Arme-
nians in Artsakh (Nagorno Karabagh).
The US will be on firmer ground when
responding to countries like China vio-

lating basic human rights and engaging
in genocidal policies.

Prof. Roger Smith is the Chair-
person of the Academic Board of Di-
rectors, Zoryan Institute

Founder and Past President, In-
ternational Association of Genocide
Scholars
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AUA Collaborative Study Space
Named After Flo Thomasian Speck

YEREVAN — The American
University of Armenia is proud to an-
nounce the naming of the Collabora-
tive Study Space in the Main Building
foyer in recognition of the recent
$300,000 generous gift by Flo
Thomasian Speck.

Born in Rhode Island and raised
in California, Thomasian Speck grew
up in a family dedicated to the preser-
vation of the rich Armenian cultural
heritage. Her parents, Zevart and
Vagharshag Thomasian, served as role
models for their three children being
deeply involved in humanitarian ef-
forts that provided aid and relief to
displaced Armenians scattered in dif-
ferent parts of the world. Their legacy
of philanthropy is what inspires
Thomasian Speck today.

“To me, the American University
of Armenia is an integral part as well as
a contributor to our story. Through its
educational programs, the country’s
historic past is academically preserved,
and future leaders of Armenia are pre-
pared to compete successfully at home
and on the world stage,” she notes.

After graduating from the Uni-
versity of Southern California,
Thomasian Speck held various posi-
tions, including ten years with the Los
Angeles Dodgers in public relations
and promotion, and several posts in
political campaigns that brought her to
Sacramento for positions in the Cali-
fornia Department of Justice and in the
state Attorney General’s office. “But
what I consider the greatest job of all,”
she underscores “was the opportunity
of helping the late Hon. George
Deukmejian become the Governor of
California. His election to the state’s
highest office was a source of pride and
joy shared by millions of Armenians
throughout the world. And rightly so,
since his years in the legislature and as
a governor were marked by an honor-
able record of accomplishments that
few other public officials would match.”

The  governor appointed
Thomasian Speck to serve as
California’s first-ever Director of Tour-
ism with the responsibility of promot-
ing the state’s multi-billion dollar tour-
ism industry. Bringing together key
elements of the industry, they created
the first tourism development program
that led her to Armenia years later after
the Soviet Union collapsed and the Re-
public of Armenia gained independence.

“At the invitation of the late
Vahakn Hovnanian, I traveled to Ar-
menia and became acquainted with
many young people. The patriotism

and enthusiasm they exhibited for Ar-
menia were impressive despite the dire
conditions in those years,” Thomasian
Speck remarks. “My most inspiring
Aha! moment was discovering the
American University of Armenia. What
better way for me to honor the memory
of my mother and father than support-
ing the university and directly contrib-
uting to its potential for the future of
the country.”

The idea was especially mean-
ingful considering that her parents had
supported youth and educational orga-
nizations through the Armenian Edu-
cational Foundation and the Armenian
Youth Federation. Thomasian Speck’s
decision to support AUA was a tribute
to her parents and their undying hope
for a bright future for our homeland.

“I chose to name the Collabora-
tive Study Space at AUA because it’s
the place where students, faculty, staff
and others gather to discuss issues and
exchange ideas. During my own col-
lege days, such sessions were often
the source of critical thinking — in
some cases, they set us in the right
direction. We learned how to listen,
which is different from just hearing. |
think the collaborative study space
provides the right forum for delibera-
tion and exchange.”

Thomasian Speck views AUA as a
garden of education where “the seeds of
Armenia’s future are planted.” She is
confident that “if well-tended, it will yield
bountiful harvests for Armenia’s future.”

More people might consider
planting seeds and choose any of the
diverse naming opportunities available
at AUA. By becoming an AUA donor,
you can have a significant impact on a
thriving generation of brilliant youth.
The naming opportunities do not only
build permanent bridges between do-
nors and the University, but also create
a spiritual bond with the recipients.
Donors can witness the real results
from seed to bloom.

“If anyone were to ask why I feel
so passionate about the American Uni-
versity of Armenia, I’d answer in the
words of William Saroyan written in
1935: ‘Go ahead, destroy this race!
Destroy Armenia! See if you can do it.
Send them from their homes into the
desert. Let them have neither bread
nor water. Burn their homes and
churches. Then, see if they will not
laugh again, see if they will not sing
and pray again. For when two of them
meet anywhere in the world, see if
they will not create a New Armenia.’
Now, let’s plant more seeds!”
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Umit Kurt to Present:
“The Armenians of Aintab: The Economics
of Genocide in the Ottoman Empire”

BELMONT, MA — The Arme-
nian Center at Columbia University and
the National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR) with
the co-sponsorship of Research Insti-
tute on Turkey will present a webinar
with Umit Kurt who will discuss his
recent book The Armenians of Aintab:
The Economics of Genocide in the
Ottoman Empire (Harvard Univ. Press,
2021) on Tuesday, April 20, 2021, at
6:00 pm (Eastern). The program will
be accessible live on Zoom (registra-
tion required) and on NAASR’s
YouTube Channel.

Dr. Umit Kurt, born and raised in
Gaziantep, Turkey, was astonished to
learn that his hometown once had a
large and active Armenian community.
The Armenian presence in Aintab, the
city’s name during the Ottoman pe-
riod, had not only been destroyed—it
had been replaced. To every appear-
ance, Gaziantep was a typical Turkish
city.

The Armenians of Aintab draws
on primary sources from Armenian,
Ottoman, Turkish, British, and French
archives, as well as memoirs, personal
papers, oral accounts, and newly dis-
covered property-liquidation records.
Together they provide an invaluable
account of genocide at ground level.

Kurt digs into the details of the
Armenian dispossession that produced
the homogeneously Turkish city in
which he grew up. In particular, he
examines the population that gained
from ethnic cleansing. Records of land
confiscation and population transfer
demonstrate just how much new wealth
became available when the prosperous
Armenians—who were active in manu-
facturing, agricultural production, and
trade—were ejected. Although the of-
ficial rationale for the removal of the
Armenians was that the group posed a

threat of rebellion, Kurt shows that the
prospect of material gain was a key
motivator of support for the Armenian
genocide among the local Muslim gen-
try and the Turkish public. Those who
benefited most—provincial elites,
wealthy landowners, state officials,
and merchants who accumulated Ar-
menian capital—in turn financed the
nationalist movement that brought the
modern Turkish republic into being.
The economic elite of Aintab was thus
reconstituted along both ethnic and
political lines.

Umit Kurt is Polonsky Fellow at
the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute and
an Australian Research Council Fel-
low. He is author of several books in
Turkish and English, including The
Spirit of the Laws: The Plunder of
Wealth inthe Armenian Genocide (with
Taner Ak¢am) and Armenians and
Kurds in the Late Ottoman Empire (co-
edited with Ara Sarafian).

For more information contact
NAASR at hg@naasr.org.

AAF Delivered $5.6 Million of Aid
to Armenia and Artsakh
in the Last Three Months

GLENDALE — The Armenia
Artsakh Fund (AAF) delivered $5.6
million of humanitarian assistance to
Armenia and Artsakh during January
to March 2021. Of this amount, the
AAF collected $5.5 million of medi-
cines and other supplies donated by
Americares ($2.9 million) and Direct
Relief ($2.6 million).

Other organizations which con-
tributed valuable goods during this pe-
riod were Armenian American Medical
Association ($50,000) and Providence
Sacred Heart Medical Center ($1,000).

The medicines, medical supplies
and equipment donated during this pe-
riod were sent to the AGBU Claudia
Nazarian Medical Center for Syrian
Armenian Refugees in Yerevan, Arabkir
United Children’s Foundation, Arme-
nian Eyecare Project, Muratsan
Children’s Endocrinology Center, Nork
Marash Medical Center, St. Grigor
Lusavorich Medical Center, and the
health ministries of Armenia and
Artsakh.

During the first three months of
2021 AAF delivered much needed Hy-
perbaric Oxygen Chambers, a full con-
tainer of supplies for treatment of
COVID-19, as well as medicines and
medical supplies for oncology, cardio
vascular, eye disease and gastrointes-
tinal patients.

In the past 32 years, including
the shipments under its predecessor,
the United Armenian Fund, the AAF
delivered to Armenia and Artsakh a
grand total of $923 million worth of
relief supplies on board 158 airlifts and
2,495 sea containers.

“The Armenia Artsakh Fund is
regularly offered free of charge mil-
lions of dollars of life-saving medi-
cines and medical supplies. All we
have to do is pay for the shipping
expenses. We welcome your generous
donations to be able to continue deliv-
ering this valuable assistance to all
medical centers in Armenia and
Artsakh,” stated Harut Sassounian, the
President of AAF.
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Scholarship Program

To apply, visit our website

WWW.AEBU.ORG

APPLY NOW

Through June 31, 2020

All eligible undergraduate students of
Armenian descent are invited to apply.

626234447321

AEBU SCHOLARSHIP FUND COMMITTEE

1060 North Allen Avenue ¢ Pasadena, CA 91104
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« Minimum 5 years of experience.

Starting $20-25 / hour

For mor Information
Phone: (323) 468-0056
Email: suren @oliveandgrill.com

Sous Chef and Cook for Lebanese Kitchen
in Studio City, CA

An authentic Modern Mediterranean Restaurant and Hookah Lounge
is looking for a Sous Chef and a Cook for a Lebanese kitchen,
Job Type: Full-time

REQUIREMENTS / QUALIFICATIONS:

« Knowledge in a Lebanese / Mediterranean kitchen is MUST: Cold & hot
Appetizers, Salads, Soups, Shawarmas & Wraps, Deserts.

+ Knowledge in Kabob marination and cooking is preferable.

* Inventory Management skills. = Detail orientation and cool under pressure.
* A self-motivator, who works clean and stays organized.

» Respect for coworkers and a team player mentality is essential.

* A desire to learn, grow and be a future leader alsoencouraged.

Address: 12229 Ventura Blvd, Studio City, CA, USA
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