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Garo Paylan Demands Apology from
Erdogan for Ethnic and Religious Slur

Garo Paylan, a member of the
Turkish Parliament of Armenian de-
scent from pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP), has criti-
cized Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on social media for using the
word “gavur” (infidel), Stockholm
Center for Freedom reports.

“You use this hate expression
knowing there are citizens who have
been victims of hate crimes fed with
the slur of ‘gavur’ for generations.
Shame on you!” Paylan said in a Twit-
ter post.

Emphasizing that Erdogan had
engaged in hate speech, Paylan asked
if Erdogan would apologize during his
speech in parliament. “As an Armenian
who has been subjected to hate speech
with the word gavur many times, |
want it to be known that it is unaccept-
able for the president to use this word,”
he said.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdoganresorted to discriminatory lan-
guage when criticizing the opposition
Republican People’s Party (CHP) dur-
ing a speech at the Union of Interna-
tional Democrats (UID) Women’s and
Youth Committee.

“We are sorry to see that al-
though the opposition has a Turkish
identity, they are resorting to the meth-
ods of the infidel in attacking us [the
government] under the guise of criti-
cism,” he said. The word used by
Erdogan, “gavur,” which translates as

infidel, is often employed as a religious
and ethnic slur against non-Muslims
and non-Turks. It also insinuates bar-
barity, and opposition politicians ac-
cused Erdogan of hate speech by using
the word.

During the speech Erdogan ac-
cused Western politicians of fueling
Islamophobia. “They [Europe] cannot
accept Islam. They do not want to see
how far Turkish migrants have come
since the 1960s,” he said.

According to Erdogan, Western
politicians have been targeting Mus-
lims and particularly him in an attempt
to mask their own failures in their own
domestic and foreign policies. He ac-
cused the Turkish opposition of being
part of this “insidious plot” by voicing
the opinions of Western politicians in
its criticism of his government.

Minsk Group Co-Chairs Call on Parties
to Resume High-Level Political Dialogue

The Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group (Igor Popov of the Russian
Federation, Stephane Visconti of
France, and Andrew Schofer of the
United States of America) released the
following statement today:

The Co-Chairs note with satis-
faction the consolidation of the
ceasefire, and are closely monitoring
the implementation of the agreement
reached by the parties on 9 November
2020. The Co-Chairs welcome the
significant achievements with regard
to the return of the remains of the
deceased, and the ongoing progress
with regard to the resettlement of those
displaced by the conflict, provision of
humanitarian assistance and adequate
living conditions, as well as construc-
tive discussions aimed at unblocking
transportation and communication lines
throughout the region.

The Co-Chairs remind the sides
that additional efforts are required to
resolve remaining areas of concern
and to create an atmosphere of mutual
trust conducive to long-lasting peace.
These include issues related to, inter
alia: the return of all POWs and other
detainees in accordance with the pro-
visions of international humanitarian

law, the exchange of all data necessary
to conduct effective demining of con-
flict regions; the lifting of restrictions on
access to Nagorno-Karabakh, including
for representatives of international hu-
manitarian organizations; the preserva-
tion and protection of religious and cul-
tural heritage; and the fostering of direct
contacts and co-operation between com-
munities affected by the conflict as well
as other people-to-people confidence
building measures.

Having in mind the terms of their
OSCE mandate and the aspirations of
all the people of the region for a stable,
peaceful, and prosperous future, the
Co-Chairs stress that special attention
should be paid to the achievement of a
final comprehensive and sustainable
settlement on the basis of the elements
and principles well-known to the sides.

In this respect, the Co-Chairs
call on the parties to resume high-level
political dialogue under the auspices of
the Co-Chairs at the earliest opportu-
nity. They reiterate their proposal to
organize direct bilateral consultations
under their auspices, in order for the
sides to review and agree jointly upon
a structured agenda, reflecting their
priorities, without preconditions.

Canada Scraps Export of Technology
to Turkey Over Transfer of Drones

to Azerbaijan
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Downed Turkish-made Bayraktar TB2 drone and Canadian-made L3 Harris

Wescam air strike-targeting gear

OTTAWA — Canada on Monday
scrapped export permits for drone tech-
nology to Turkey after concluding that
the equipment had been used by Azeri
forces fighting Armenia in the enclave
of Nagorno-Karabakh, Foreign Minis-
ter Marc Garneau said.

Turkey, which like Canada is a
member of NATO, is a key ally of
Azerbaijan, whose forces gained terri-
tory in the enclave after six weeks of
fighting.

Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Canada issued the following statement:
“Last fall, in line with our robust ex-
port control regime, the Government
of Canada suspended export permits
for military goods and technology to
Turkey pending the results of an in-
vestigation into allegations that Cana-
dian technology was being used by
Azerbaijan in the military conflict in

Nagorno-Karabakh.

“Following this review, which
found credible evidence that Canadian
technology exported to Turkey was
used in Nagorno-Karabakh, today I am
announcing the cancellation of permits
that were suspended in the fall of
2020.

“This use was not consistent with
Canadian foreign policy, nor end-use
assurances given by Turkey.

“This morning, 1 spoke with
Mevliit Cavusoglu, Turkey’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs, to reiterate
Canada’s concern and to initiate a
dialogue mechanism between Cana-
dian and Turkish officials to build
mutual confidence and greater coop-
eration on export permits to ensure
consistency with end-use assurances

Continued onpage 4

Yerevan Accuses Baku Of Breaking Deal on
Armenian POWSs Release

YEREVAN -- Armenian officials
accused Azerbaijan of reneging on a
pledge to free Armenian soldiers and
civilians remaining in Azerbaijani cap-
tivity five months after a Russian-
brokered ceasefire stopped the war in
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Armenian government represen-
tatives said last Thursday that a new
group of Armenian prisoners is about
to be set free and repatriated. How-
ever, none of them was on board a
Russian plane that arrived from Baku
to Yerevan shortly after midnight.

“Unfortunately, the return of pris-
oners is again delayed,” the office of
Deputy Prime Minister Tigran Avinyan
said in a statement posted on Facebook.
It said that Azerbaijan is continuing to
violate one of the key terms of the
truce agreement.

“Negotiations mediated by Rus-
sia are continuing and we hope that the
Azerbaijani side will at last respect the

statement signed by it and implement
the humanitarian agreement,” added
the statement.

Andranik Kocharyan, a senior
lawmaker representing the ruling
My Step bloc, said that Baku
pledged to free more Armenian
prisoners of war (POWs) and ci-
vilian captives as a result of Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin’s lat-
est conversations with Armenia’s
and Azerbaijan’s leaders.

Kocharyan claimed that Lieuten-
ant-General Rustam Muradov, the com-
mander of Russian peacekeeping
forces deployed in Karabakh, travelled
to Baku to “escort the prisoners back
to Armenia.”

Muradov, who reportedly arrived
in Yerevan on board the Russian plane
early on Friday, categorically denied
that, however. “It was an ordinary
working visit,” he told the Armenian
newspaper “Hraparak.”
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Cyprus Religious Leaders
Condemn Use Of Armenian Monastery
of St Magar for a Techno Party

NICOSIA -- The Religious Lead-
ers of Cyprus in a joint statement
condemn the use of the grounds of the
Armenian Monastery of St Magar for
a live techno party on March 20th
2021, which was uploaded on
YouTube on 7 April 2021. Sourp
Magar Monastery is located in Halefka
in the Pentadaktylos mountain range
in Cyprus.

In the statement the Religious
Leaders of Cyprus condemn this un-
fortunate act and any misuse, disre-
spect and desecration of places of
worship and cemeteries in Cyprus,
irrespective of intention, religion,
dogma and denomination.

The Religious Leaders reiterate
their request that all places of worship
and cemeteries, in use or not, are
protected against vandalism, misuse
and desecration.

“Disrespecting places of wor-
ship and cemeteries creates pain, nur-
tures mistrust and becomes an ob-
stacle to peaceful coexistence”, the
statement says.

According to the statement the
live techno party was organised by an
event-planning group, that apparently
organises and broadcasts electronic
music events at entertainment venues,
including historical and cultural loca-
tions. The event was recorded and
uploaded on YouTube on 7 April 2021.

Sourp Magar is an 11th century
Monastery founded by the Coptic Or-
thodox Church in memory of Saint
Makarios the hermit of Alexandria.

The Monastery was transferred
to the Armenian Community in Cyprus
during thelSth century and has be-
longed to and has been intrinsically
linked to the community ever since.

St Magar Monastery has been
left uncared for since 1974 and is in
dire need of immediate protection,
renovations and full restoration.

It is the most important place of
worship and pilgrimage for the Arme-
nian community of Cyprus and the
only Armenian Monastery in Cyprus.

Cyprus has been occupied since
the 1974 illegal Turkish invasion.

Garo Paylan Demands Apology from
Erdogan for Ethnic and Religious Slur

Garo Paylan, a member of the
Turkish Parliament of Armenian de-
scent from pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP), has criti-
cized Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on social media for using the
word “gavur” (infidel), Stockholm
Center for Freedom reports.

“You use this hate expression
knowing there are citizens who have
been victims of hate crimes fed with
the slur of ‘gavur’ for generations.
Shame on you!” Paylan said in a Twit-
ter post.

Emphasizing that Erdogan had
engaged in hate speech, Paylan asked
if Erdogan would apologize during his
speech in parliament. “As an Armenian
who has been subjected to hate speech
with the word gavur many times, |
want it to be known that it is unaccept-
able for the president to use this word,”
he said.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdoganresorted to discriminatory lan-
guage when criticizing the opposition
Republican People’s Party (CHP) dur-
ing a speech at the Union of Interna-
tional Democrats (UID) Women’s and

Youth Committee.

“We are sorry to see that al-
though the opposition has a Turkish
identity, they are resorting to the meth-
ods of the infidel in attacking us [the
government] under the guise of criti-
cism,” he said. The word used by
Erdogan, “gavur,” which translates as
infidel, is often employed as a religious
and ethnic slur against non-Muslims
and non-Turks. It also insinuates bar-
barity, and opposition politicians ac-
cused Erdogan of hate speech by using
the word.

During the speech Erdogan ac-
cused Western politicians of fueling
Islamophobia. “They [Europe] cannot
accept Islam. They do not want to see
how far Turkish migrants have come
since the 1960s,” he said.

According to Erdogan, Western
politicians have been targeting Mus-
lims and particularly him in an attempt
to mask their own failures in their own
domestic and foreign policies. He ac-
cused the Turkish opposition of being
part of this “insidious plot” by voicing
the opinions of Western politicians in
its criticism of his government.

April 17, 2021

Young Turks Record Label Changes Name
Over Its Association With the
Armenian Genocide

LONDON — Britishrecord label
Young Turks, which is home to Mer-
cury Prize winners The xx and Sampha,
has changed its name to avoid links
with the mass killings of Armenians
during World War One.

Label founder Caius Pawson an-
nounced the decision on Instagram
Tuesday, April 6th, saying the change
“follows a long period of reflection.”
He went on to discuss why he chose
Young Turks as the name for his label,
but also the historical significance of
the term.

Pawson cited Rod Stewart’s
1981 hit, “Young Turks” as his initial
inspiration. “The name intrigued me,”
Pawson said, “evoking the solidarity
of youth. In 2005, it seemed to per-
fectly sum up what we were: teenag-
ers, wanting and waiting to do some-
thing, anything.”

Pawson acknowledges, however,
that those involved with the label were
“unaware of the deeper history of the

term, and, specifically, that the Young
Turks were a group who carried out
the Armenian Genocide from 1915
onwards.” Pawson said he and others
at the label have grown to realize that
the name was “ a source of hurt and
confusion for people,” adding: “We
loved the name for what it meant to us,
but in retrospect should have listened
more carefully to other voices and
acted more quickly. We have always
tried to affect positive change and
knowing what we do now, it’s only
right that we change our name.”

Along with announcing the name
change, Young said ahead of April
24th — the day to commemorate the
1915 Armenian Genocide — it had
made a charitable donation to the
Armenian Institute in London. The
name change also applies to Young’s
other entities, including its manage-
ment company, now Young Artists,
and publishing company, now Y oung
Songs.

Armenia Negotiating with Russia on the
Production of Sputnik-V Covid Vaccine

YEREVAN — Armenia will start
on Tuesday vaccinating a small per-
centage of its population against
COVID-19, Health Minister Anabhit
Avanesyan announced on Monday.

Avanesian said frontline work-
ers, seniors and people suffering from
chronic illnesses will be the first to be
inoculated at government-funded medi-
cal centers across the country.

Those of them who are aged
55 and older will receive a vaccine
developed by the British-Swedish
company AstraZeneca because of
lingering concerns about its safety
for younger persons, she told re-
porters. The other people most at
risk from the coronavirus will be
offered the Russian Sputnik V vac-
cine, she said.

Armenia received on March 28
24,000 AstraZeneca vaccine shots
from COVAX Facility, a global vac-
cine-sharing scheme. It went on to
import 15,000 doses of Sputnik V on
April 8.

Avanesyan said Yerevan is close
to finalizing a deal with COVAX for the
acquisition of a COVID-19 vaccine
developed by the U.S. company
Novavax. In addition, she said, China
has “tentatively” agreed to donate vac-

covip-19
CORONAVIRUS
VACCINE

SPUTNIK )

cine shots to Armenia.

The minister did not specify the
likely volume of these planned deliver-
ies. But she did announce that the
government’s objective is to have up
to 700,000 Armenians vaccinated
within a year.

Avanesyan also said that the Ar-
menian Ministry of Economy is nego-
tiating with Russia on the production
of the Russian Sputnik V coronavirus
vaccine in Armenia. According to her,
in order to start producing a vaccine, it
is necessary to have a professional
production infrastructure.

“We hope that our pharmaceuti-
cal companies will invest to start joint
production,” the minister said.
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Armenian-American Benefactor
Hirair Hovnanian Dies Aged 91

WASHINGTON, D.C. -
Armwnian-American benefactor and
businessman Hirair Hovnanoan has
passed away on Friday aged 91.

A bold, daring and caring indi-
vidual, a visionary leader, the founder
and benefactor of many charities, and
devoted longtime Chairman of the
Armenian Assembly of America’s
Board, Hirair Hovnanian leaves be-
hind a remarkable legacy. Hirair was
an amazing leader and mentor, al-
ways ready to roll up his sleeves and
tackle any challenge. Hirair’s integ-
rity, passion, dedication, commit-
ment, work ethic, and love of his
people, were extraordinary.

A successful businessman,
whose generosity extended to causes
around the world, Hirair felt energized
by the independence of Armenia, and
did everything in his power to assist
the newly independent Republic. He
demonstrated his commitment to Ar-
menia by resettling in his homeland
where his philanthropy extended be-
yond precedent. Hirair responded im-
mediately to the 1988 earthquake and
embarked upon the recovery and re-
building of the devastated areas. A
builder and developer by profession,
he knew exactly the type of assistance
required and established a building parts
manufacturing plant to accelerate the
reconstruction process. His generous
contributions in support of educational
and religious institutions in Armenia
and the diaspora are legion.

At the helm of the Armenian As-
sembly of America, he helped shape

non-partisan advocacy, creating an ex-
ample of a united voice for Armenian
Americans in Washington, D.C., and
strongly believed in the unique role of
American leadership in advancing de-
mocracy and human rights. He lent
every measure of support within his
means towards the affirmation of the
Armenian Genocide, including the es-
tablishment of the Armenian National
Institute. He welcomed Armenian As-
sembly interns to his home every sum-
mer and embraced the next generation
with his infectious enthusiasm for all
things Armenian. Through his bound-
less generosity, he touched the lives of
countless citizens in Armenia and
Artsakh to whom he exemplified the
best of the Armenian diaspora.

He was the champion of every
cause that benefited the Armenian
people, and he never hesitated to lead
from the front with unwavering dedi-
cation and commitment.

Consul General Armen Baibourtian visited
the Holocaust Museum in Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES - On April
6, Consul General of Armenia in
Los Angeles Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary
Armen Baibourtian visited the
Holocaust Museum in Los Ange-
les. He was greeted by the Holo-
caust Museum's CEO Beth Kean and
the Board Chair Michele Gold. They
gave Ambassador Baibourtian a pri-
vate tour through the halls of the
Holocaust Museum, which has a
mission to commemorate those who
perished, honor those who survived,
and educate about the Holocaust and
inspire a more dignified and humane
world. The exhibits chronologically

present materials about the time pe-
riod preceding the Jewish Holocaust,
the Holocaust perpetration and com-
mitment of this heinous crime, and
documented testimonials. Beth Kean
and Michele Gold introduced the
Armenian Consul General to the use
of digital technologies, which cre-
ates a sense of direct communica-
tion with the survivors of the Holo-
caust conveying first-hand histori-
cal information. This mode of pre-
sentation is so interesting for stu-
dents that they regularly visit the
Holocaust Museum in LA from vari-
ous U.S. states, even form neigh-
boring Mexico.

Armenian Bar Association Issues Second
Report Urging UN to Protect Armenian
Cultural Heritage in Artsakh

LOS ANGELES — The Armenian
Bar Association—in partnership with the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, and
joined by the Society for Armenian
Studies, the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research, and
the Association Internationale des
Etudes Arméniennes—recently issued a
second report to the UN Special
Rapporteurs in the Fields of Cultural
Rights and Freedom of Religion and
Belief.

This second report supplements
the Armenian Bar’s earlier communi-
que to the Special Rapporteurs on the
exigencies of preserving Armenian
cultural heritage and churches in
Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh), now
under Azerbaijani control. The pur-
pose of the second report was to high-
light Azerbaijan’s most recent attacks
following the conclusion of the 2020
War, demonstrating the continued
threat not only to Armenian culture
and symbols of Christianity, but to
worshippers seeking to visit Armenian
religious sites. The report also urges
the Special Rapporteurs to urgently
and immediately intervene, visit the
indigenous Armenian sites under
Azerbaijani control, and demand ac-
countability from the Azerbaijani gov-
ernment.

Submitted in conjunction with an
earlier, detailed report of Azerbaijan’s
longstanding destruction of Armenian
heritage, the most recent report calls
attention to those sites already eradi-
cated or vandalized by the Azerbaijani
government since seizing power in the
region only a few months ago. Not
long after the Armenian Bar’s submis-
sion of the initial report in January,

2021, the Zoravor Holy Mother of God
Church, located near the village of
Mekhakavan (Jebrayil) in Artsakh, was
intentionally destroyed.

Photos published just weeks ago
by the BBC depict vacant land where
Zoravor once stood. Prior to its de-
struction, a video circulated depicting
a mercenary pronouncing the Islamic
call to prayer while standing on the bell
tower of the church. The church was
consecrated in 2017. Also featured in
the report is another video, showing
the Azerbaijani military vandalizing the
church of St. Yeghishe in Mataghis,
Artsakh (built in the 19th century).
Experts predict Azerbaijan’s cultural
genocide of Armenian heritage will
occur incrementally over many years,
if not decades.

Lucy Varpetian, Chairwoman of
the Armenian Bar Association, thanked
the following attorneys who gener-
ously contributed to both reports:
Taline Sahakian, Grant Petrosyan,
Yelena Ambartsumian, Lusine
Chinkezian, Armen Hovannisian and
Sonya Nersessian.

The report concludes by urg-
ing intervention by the Special
Rapporteurs to prevent further acts
of destruction and that the Arme-
nian Bar Association and the Mother
See of Holy Etchmiadzin are willing
to discuss the pressing needs of the
Armenian community in Artsakh with
the Special Rapporteurs.

A complete copy of the first and
second reports may be found here:
https://armenianbar.org/programs/
united-nations-initiative/safeguarding-
armenian-cultural-and-religious-heri-
tage-in-artsakh/

Ambassador Baibourtian shared
his powerful impressions to the lead-
ers of the Holocaust Museum. He
stressed on the importance of the con-
tinuous public awareness of the Holo-
caust history and its remembrance
especially in these days of Holocaust
commemoration, as is the case with
other genocides, including the Arme-
nian Genocide. Beth Kean and Michele
Gold also introduced Ambassador
Baibourtian to the Museum’s corner
that represents the Armenian Geno-
cide.

The Consul General underlined
the importance of cooperation between
institutions and museums that exhibit
and voice the horrors of the greatest
evil committed against the humanity.
They touched upon a possible coop-

eration between the Holocaust Mu-
seum LA, the Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute in Yerevan, and the
Armenian American Museum and Cul-
tural Center of California in Glendale.
The participants of the meeting agreed
to initiate joint projects aimed at pre-
venting in the future the crimes of the
past.

Founded in 1961 by Holocaust
survivors, Holocaust Museum LA is
the oldest museum of its kind in the
United States. It has a 70-screen video
sculpture that displays the 52,000 sur-
vivor testimonies from the USC Shoah
database. The Holocaust Museum LA
opened its permanent subterranean
building in Pan Pacific Park in October
2010, where it has since had over
250,000 visitors.
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“The Angel of Aleppo” Lands in America

PARAMUS, NJ - Who are the
heroes in Armenian history? Which
real-life heroes do we teach our chil-
dren about? The illustrated children’s
book, The Angel of Aleppo, is one
such attempt.

Published by the Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America
(AMAA), the story is about Reverend
Hovhannes Eskijian, who risked his
life to save children during the Arme-
nian Genocide of 1915. Ironically, his
grand-daughter, Rev. Nancy Eskijian,
followed in his footstep and is a minis-
ter in Los Angeles, California.

The story opens with Rev.
Eskijian’s childhood, in which he and
his brother escape death by hiding in a
ditch. Unfortunately, his parents were
not so fortunate, and the boys become
orphans. When Hovhannes grew up,
he became a minister and moved to
Aleppo, Syria with his wife. There,
they witness the Armenian deportees
arriving by train from the interior prov-
inces of Turkey. Aleppo served as a
stopping point before the deportees
continued their journey to the desert of
Der Zor, which meant certain death.

Rev. Eskijian decided to smuggle
children from the train and hide them
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M. Kay Nanian

S—
Mariom Dashtoyan

within the city. His bravery saved
countless children before he suc-
cumbed to the disease of typhus.

The book is written by M. Kay
Nanian, a judge in Phoenix, Arizona
and is illustrated by an art student in
Armenia, Mariam Dashtoyan. The book
is available for $10.00 plus S&H at the
AMAA website: www.amaa.org, or
call (201) 265-2607. Nancy Rivera
will be glad to process your order, so
we can educate a new generation of
children about the heroic efforts of
one of our own.

Moving Documentaries Confront Genocide
on PBS in Montreal and Fresno in April

UPCOMING

@ 1::
BROADCASTS

MOMTREAL, CANADA

INTAI
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APRIL 18 5:00PM ET

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA

Valley
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25 APRIL 22 & 24 :00PM PT

MONTREAL, Canada &
FRESNO, Calif. — With the 106th an-
niversary of the Armenian Genocide
on April 24, a pair of moving, personal
documentaries shed light on the lasting
trauma, coming soon to PBS stations
in Montreal and Fresno. These wounds
were reopened by the recent war be-
tween Azerbaijan, backed by Turkey,
and the Armenians in the region of
Nagorno-Karabakh, also known as
Artsakh.

“100 Years from Home,” pro-
duced by Lilit Pilikian and directed by
Jared White, airs on Montreal’s Moun-
tain Lake PBS on Sunday, April 18 at
5:00 p.m. ET. “What Will Become of
Us,” directed by Stephanie Ayanian
and Joseph Myers, follows directly
after at 6:30 p.m. ET.

Making its California Central Val-
ley premiere, “100 Years from Home”
airs on Fresno’s Valley PBS on Thurs-
day, April 22 at 7:00 p.m. PT with an
encore broadcast on Saturday, April
24 at 7:00 p.m PT, coinciding with the
anniversary of the genocide. “What
Will Become of Us” follows directly
after both broadcasts at 8:30 p.m. PT.

“100 Years from Home” follows
Pilikian’s journey as she searches for

WHATWILLE:

her great-grandparents’ house in mod-
ern-day Kars, Turkey, which they were
forced to abandon over a century ago
during the Armenian Genocide in the
Ottoman Empire that killed over 1.5
million Armenians during and after
World War I. Ina chilling parallel, many
Armenian refugees in Artsakh today
have lost their homes as a result of the
most recent war.

“What Will Become of Us” is a
forward-looking feature documentary
produced for public television distri-
bution that speaks to the many immi-
grant communities who have experi-
enced trauma. Today, often unrecog-
nized, these tragic events create a bur-
den for the younger generation, dis-
couraging them from taking up their
culture.

Tobring their story to life, Ayanian
collaborated with long-time filmmaking
partner Joseph Myers. Myers, being of
Jewish decent, had an immediate con-
nection to the story. Ayanian, whose
grandparents survived the Genocide,
said, “My desire as a filmmaker is to
make their sacrifices count.”

In “100 Years from Home,” the
blueprint for the long-lost house was
passed down from generation-to- gen-
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NAASR Receives Massachusetts Humanities
Grant for Programming
on Derounian Archive

BELMONT, MA --The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Researchin early April received a Mas-
sachusetts Humanities grant for pro-
gramming centered around one of
NAASR’s most significant archives—
that of Avedis Derounian, aka John
Roy Carlson, who infiltrated the Ameri-
can Nazi underground and wrote Un-
der Cover (E. P. Dutton, 1943), a New
York Times best seller with at least 20
reprintings.

The grant for “The Avedis
Derounian Archive at NAASR: A Vital
Resource on US-Based Extremism,” is
part of a new round of Mass Humani-
ties grant-making, totaling more than
$250,000 to 59 cultural organizations
to reach their audiences digitally due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, with fund-
ing provided through the Massachu-
setts Cultural Council.

Under the name John Roy
Carlson, Derounian infiltrated the
American Nazi underground and wrote
Under Cover in 1943 about these expe-
riences. He also wrote The Plotters
(E. P. Dutton, 1946) and Cairo to
Damascus (Alfred Knopf, 1951).
NAASR’s Digital Capacity grant will
support virtual programming to ex-
pand understanding of Derounian’s
experiences with the threat of domes-
tic fascism and extremism in the U.S.

in the 1930s and 1940s as well as a
new webpage with digitized materials
from the Derounian collection.

Following Derounian’s death, his
archives were transferred to NAASR.
They are one of NAASR’s most sig-
nificant special collections, compris-
ing more than 75 boxes of unpublished
writings, notes, photographs and other
materials. His fascinating life experi-
ences, contained in his archive, reveal
striking details about U.S.-based fas-
cist, pro-Nazi and other extreme right-
wing and extremist groups of that
time. “His writings and insights have
held immense fascination to the public
since publication of his book “Under
Cover” over 75 years ago, and they are
all-too-relevant again today,” com-
mented NAASR’s Executive Director
Sarah Ignatius. “We are very grateful
to Mass Humanities and the Massa-
chusetts Cultural Council for recog-
nizing the significance of these mate-
rials and supporting our digital pro-
gramming to expand understanding
about them and increasing access to
them.”

NAASR’s new Vartan Gregorian
Building remains closed to the public
but will reopen again as soon as it is
safe to do so. Mass Humanities is a
state-based affiliate of the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Canada Scraps Export of Technology to Turkey

Continued frompage 1

before any further permits for military
goods and technology (Group 2) are issued.

Ottawa suspended the permits
last October so it could review allega-
tions that Azeri drones used in the
conflict had been equipped with imag-
ing and targeting systems made by
L3Harris Wescam, the Canada-based
unit of L3Harris Technologies Inc.

In a statement, the Turkish Em-
bassy in Ottawa said: “We expect our
NATO allies to avoid unconstructive
steps that will negatively affect our
bilateral relations and undermine alli-
ance solidarity.”

Earlier on Monday, Turkey said
Cavusoglu had urged Canada to re-
view the defense industry restrictions.

The parts under embargo include
camera systems for Baykar armed
drones. Export licenses were sus-
pended in 2019 during Turkish military
activities in Syria. Restrictions were
then eased, but reimposed during the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Turkey’s military exports to
Azerbaijan jumped sixfold last year.
Sales of drones and other military equip-
ment rose to $77 million in September
alone before fighting broke out in the
Nagorno-Karabakh region, data
showed.

eration until finally ending up in the
hands of Pilikian. She and her film-
maker husband Jared White embarked
on an emotional journey to Armenia to
document the tens of thousands who

marched to the Tsitsernakaberd Geno-
cide Memorial in Yerevan, Armenia on
the 100th anniversary of the Genocide
before venturing to Turkey in search
of the house.
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2021 AEBU
Scholarship Program

To apply, visit our website

WWW.AEBU.ORG

APPLY NOW

Through June 31, 2020

All eligible undergraduate students of
Armenian descent are invited to apply.

626034447321

AEBU SCHOLARSHIP FUND COMMITTEE

1060 North Allen Avenue ¢ Pasadena, CA 91104
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Sous Chef and Cook for Lebanese Kitchen
in Studio City, CA

An authentic Modern Mediterranean Restaurant and Hookah Lounge
is looking for a Sous Chel and a Cook for a Lebanese kitchen,
Job Type: Full-time

REQUIREMENTS / QUALIFICATIONS:

« Minimum 5 years of experience.

« Knowledge in a Lebanese / Mediterranean kitchen is MUST: Cold & hot
Appetizers, Salads, Soups, Shawarmas & Wraps, Deserts.

+ Knowledge in Kabob marination and cooking is preferable.

* Inventory Management skills. * Detail orientation and cool under pressure.
* A self-motivator, who works clean and stays organized.

» Respect for coworkers and a team player mentality is essential.

* A desire to learn, grow and be a future leader alsoencouraged.

Starting $20-25 / hour

For mor Information

Phone: (323) 468-0056

Email: suren @oliveandgrill.com

Address: 12229 Ventura Blvd, Studio City, CA, USA

Glhbnbging $£9 2215 Fast Colorado Blvd, Pasadena CA 91107:
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