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StnwuwwlnptOtG 106 Swph Gunp
@niLpphn) dwppwahép Up UlGwy

106 wnwphbObp wnwy wju opbtipnid 3wy dnnnynipnp wwpbigwe hp
nwpbpnt wwwidnipbwl wiobkOtd vwpuwthth dwdwlwwypowhbp, bpp
Oudwlbwb Pnipphwb 6pwagptig nu gnpdwnpnipbwl npwe hp hwjwohlbe
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EnbtnGh wphwihpptlt hwphip nu wibh wwpphGbp Guop dbp dnnn-
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wwphy  wWwwdwlwb wyn 66Gnn hpwlwlnipbwb SwOnp pbtehG wnwy,
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Swjjwlwb  8Gnwuwwlniptiwb gnhtpnt wwpbihgp jwpgbiny yni
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inbnwhwniphilp nunnniwé Ep wdpnne dwpnynipbiwb nkd: Ujn wpwnppOb-
pnt wwwnwufuwbwwnnid' pppwlywl wbnniphtGp d0winy whwwuinhd nniep
Lwjb pwgwr wj ghnwuwwbniphiGObpne wnobit, npnGp YpYybnibgwlb whg-
Gnn wwulwibwybbpnd® wpfuwhh nwpptp Swypwdwubptld Gepu:

Pppwlwl ywwwufuwlwwnniniptiwb YnnphlG dbnph hp pwdhG ni-
GhG GwbLr dhowgquwjhlG hwGpniphiGp GL junjwwtu junwowntd OGS
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wwlnipbwl hpnnniphtlp, huy niphGtp 0hGske opu Yp qulwl wrbb|
wjn pwjip, @ncpphny htin jwpwpbpniphillbipp ytip nwubiing hptiig huy
nwiwlwsé hwiwdwpnyuwihlG wnpdtpbbntG:

Uju optipnih Udbphywhwyniphibp 066 wyllwinipbwdp Yp uwwuk
Uwhwwy SnilthG «abpdwly énifupy» Gpbunudh Ge Yp jniuwyg, np Uhwgbiwg
LwhwOqbbpnt GEpYwjhu Lwhuwqwhp hGwbbind  OGpwynjinp G Lkp-
YuwjwgnighsGtipnt Swb ophGwyht niu hwiwwmwphd dGwiny hp funuwnnt-
4hG, Uwphy 24-h hp jwjnnwpwpnipbwG dty Iwynipbwl nkd gnpdnLwsé
qulgniwdéwihl Ynwmnpwsébbpp Yp Yngk hpthg hubwlwb wbnilny np-
wtu 8tnwuwwlniphtG:

Wuopniw) @ppwlwl Ywrnwdwnpnipbiwl dwnwbqnpnb £t hp OGw-
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Swjjwlwb StnwuwwlnLptiwb
SwpbLhgh Nqtynsiwl Swjinwghpp

Swjjwlwb 8Gnwuwwlniptiwl 3wbdGwiuntipp nt wlnp dwu
Jwaginn wlinwd YuqiwytpwyniphtGbGbpp dhwulwpwp ywwnpwunwoé
GO ngtynsdwl Spwaghp, np whwh htnwpdwynith nbnuwywb hwyw-
Ywh hGnwwbuhh wihpbtpnd, hGswtu GwbL dh pwlh dwd wnbinnnt-
ptwdp nunnhn hwnnpnnd whnh Yuwwmwnpnih pGytpwht gwbGgbpny’
Uwnhih 24, 2021-h Ytuopniwy dwdp12-tG ulubwy:

Opwghph plGpwgphbG Ginjp whwh niGGGwO SwGdbGwfuntdphb
dwu Jwqinn hwiwjlGpwihl YwqiwybtpwniphtGGbpne GhEplYwjwgnt-
ghsGtpp, 2wpp O0p jwynbh wbwnwywlb wwywolbwbtp, hngbinpwywa-
GGp, hOswtu Gwbr ywhwh GGplwjwgnihlb nbnGlwwniwlwb hwpgwg-
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Pwgh wyn, dnnnynipnp hGwpweinpniphtG whwh niGGOwy (ub-
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Armenian Genocide Committee
Commemorative Events

WATCH / FOLLOW / SHARE

GLENDALE — The Armenian Genocide Committee and its unified
member organizations have been working together to create an all-day
commemoration program which will be aired on local Armenian television
channels as well as several hours of live streaming on social media to take place
on April 24, 2021 beginning at 12 pm.

The program will feature statements by Armenian community organiza-
tions that make up the AGC, several prominent government officials, commu-
nity leaders and the clergy, as well as informative interviews and discussions
concerning Armenian Genocide recognition, reparations and restitution for
the crime of genocide. In addition, viewers will have the opportunity to hear
from our community members, well-known personalities, as well as cultural
presentations to honor the victims of the first genocide of the 20th century.

Along with the live broadcast, the AGC will be supporting a unified
prayer service, held by various faith denominations and Armenian clergy at the
Montebello Armenian Martyrs Monument at 10 am, which will then be open
to the public to lay flowers in memory of our ancestors in conjunction with
the UACLA, which hosts the event every year.

The AGC will also focus on the recent war in Artsakh, the sacrifice and
bravery of our heroes, and highlight the fact that a genocide denied is a
genocide repeated. The collective Armenian nation has endured much throughout
the last year, but through collaborative action, we hope to highlight the
strength, unity and resilience of our people and our communities. In that spirit,
the AGC has also prepared a letter on behalf of the two million ethnic Armenian
Americans, strongly urging President Biden to recognize the truth of the
Armenian Genocide.

Rep. Schiff 's Open Letter to President Biden:
Recognize the Armenian Genocide

A Genocide Denied is a Genocide Repeated

The Armenian Genocide Committee and its unified member organizations
addressed a letter on behalf of the two million ethnic Armenian Americans, to
President Biden, urging recognition of the Armenian Genocide.

The letter stresses the President’s “unequivocal recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide will have added significance, as the world witnessed Turkish
president Erdogan’s genocidal and expansionist intent in 2020, when Turkey and
Azerbaijan attempted to ethnically cleanse Armenians by launching a full-scale
assault on the indigenous Armenian population and lands of Artsakh. Their attack
has resulted in thousands of deaths and a humanitarian crisis in Armenia and
Artsakh. We must hold genocidal regimes accountable because a genocide denied
is a genocide repeated.”

The following is the letter in its entirety:

The Honorable Joseph Biden Jr.
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20500

President Biden,

On behalf of the two million ethnic Armenian Americans, we strongly urge
you to recognize the truth of the Armenian Genocide.

From 1915 to 1923, the Ottoman Turkish Empire systematically sought to
eliminate its indigenous Armenian population, killing more than 75% of Arme-
nians (1.5 million in number) and driving hundreds of thousands more from their
homeland. We stand firmly against attempts to pretend that this intentional,
organized effort to destroy the Armenian people was anything other than a
Genocide.

You have correctly stated that American diplomacy and foreign policy must
be rooted in our values and guiding principles, including respect for universal
human rights. Those values and principles require us to acknowledge the truth
and do what we can to prevent future genocides and crimes against humanity.

In the past you have publicly acknowledged the Armenian Genocide, and in
the wake of 2019’s overwhelming, bipartisan Congressional recognition of the
Armenian Genocide — and 2020’s historic decision by the Library of Congress to
properly catalog books on this subject, we call on you to do so again as President
to make clear that the U.S. government recognizes this terrible truth. The
American people have clearly voiced their support for the unequivocal recogni-
tion of the Armenian Genocide.

Your unequivocal recognition of the Armenian Genocide will have added
significance, as the world witnessed Turkish President Erdogan’s genocidal and
expansionist intent in 2020, when Turkey and Azerbaijan attempted to ethnically
cleanse Armenians by launching a full-scale assault on the indigenous Armenian
population and lands of Artsakh. Their attack has resulted in thousands of deaths
and a humanitarian crisis in Armenia and Artsakh. We must hold genocidal
regimes accountable because a genocide denied is a genocide repeated.

We join the Armenian American community, Armenians around the world,
and all people of good will in honoring the memory of the victims of the Armenian
Genocide. We ask you to do the same by properly acknowledging the Armenian
Genocide.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today,
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA) spoke on
the House Floor to deliver an open
letter to President Joseph R. Biden,
calling on him to keep his campaign
promise to officially recognize the Ar-
menian Genocide.

Read his remarks below:

An open letter to President Jo-
seph R. Biden:

Mr. President, in just five days,
the world will mark the 106th anniver-
sary of the beginning of the Armenian
Genocide, the systemic murder and
displacement of 1.5 million Armenian
women, men, and children by the Ot-
toman Empire from 1915 to 1923.
This will be the first April 24th of your
presidency, and your first opportunity
to follow through on your promise to
recognize the genocide and your de-
cades of leadership on this issue.

On behalf of hundreds of thou-
sands of Armenian Americans, the
children and grandchildren and great
grandchildren of genocide survivors, |

ask you:

Keep that promise. Recognize the
Armenian Genocide.

The facts of the genocide are not
in serious dispute. They were recorded
in real time by American diplomats
who lacked a name for the barbaric
and systematic extermination of the
Armenian people, but knew that it was
without precedent in human history.
Millions of Armenians were beaten,
raped, killed, and marched across
deserts by the Ottoman Empire.

From the blood and rubble, the
Armenian people survived. Tens of
thousands of orphaned children owe
their lives to the generosity of Ameri-
cans who created the Near East Relief
Foundation. Those children and their
descendants crossed the ocean to build
lives, in Los Angeles and across the
nation.

You know these facts well and
you have spoken about them directly,
including as a candidate for president.
As President, it is now in your power

Sincerely,
Armenian Genocide Committee
April 19, 2021

to right decades of wrongs and in so
doing give meaning to your statement last
year, when you acknowledged the geno-
cide and said “silence is complicity.”

As a candidate and now as presi-
dent, you have spoken of your com-
mitment to human rights. You have
spoken of an America who leads, “not
by the example of our power, but by
the power of our example.” If that
principle is to have meaning, we can-
not waiver from it just because it may
be inconvenient.

The word “genocide” is signifi-
cant, because genocide is not a prob-
lem of the past, it is a problem of today
including in Xinjiang where Uyghurs
face a relentless campaign by the Chi-
nese Communist Party to wipe out
their culture. And it is a danger today
in Artsakh, where Turkey assisted
Azerbaijanin making war on the Arme-

nians again, and in so doing, threaten
another potential genocide. What a
comfort it would be to the perpetrators
of crimes against humanity in the
present day if the most powerful na-
tion on earth could be cowed into
silence about the events of a century
ago.

In recognizing the Genocide, you
will be joining both the House and the
Senate who voted overwhelmingly in
2019 to do so. As you well know, for
decades those of us who supported
recognition of the genocide faced a
ferocious opposition, premised on the
harm that such a vote would cause to
our relations with Turkey and to our
national security.

Yet what happened is precisely
what we all predicted. Turkey pro-

Continued onpage 4
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No Negotiations Between Armenia and
Turkey — FM’s Advisor

YEREVAN — There are no ne-
gotiations between the authorities of
Armenia and Turkey on the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations, Marta
Ayvazyan, an adviser to Armenian
Foreign Minister Ara Ayvazyan, said
today.

Speaking at a news conference
she said there were no negotiations at
the moment and no negotiations were
planned.

She stressed that the interna-
tional recognition of the Armenian
Genocide in the Ottoman Empire re-
mains a priority of Yerevan’s foreign
policy. “Nothing has changed in our
policy,” she added.

“We don’t lose any occasion for
raising this issue at relevant arenas.

We also make efforts in our bilateral
contacts to achieve the main objective
—a maximally broad recognition of the
Armenian Genocide,” she said.

Chairman of Supreme Judicial Council
Charged with Obstruction of Justice

YEREVAN — Armenia’s Su-
preme Judicial Council (SJC), a state
body overseeing the country’s judi-
ciary, decided on April 15 to terminate
the powers of Ruben Vardazaryan as
chairman of SJC and a court judge,
pending the investigation into a crimi-
nal case initiated against him.

According to the Judicial Code,
the duties of the chairman of the Su-
preme Judicial Council will be per-
formed by Gagik Jahangiryan, the old-
est member of the Council.

The decision to terminate
Vardazaryan’s powers was made on
the basis of information provided by
the Office of Prosecutor General about
opening a criminal case against
Vardazaryan.

In early March Vardazaryan faced
a barrage of harsh criticism from law-
makers representing Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan’s My Step bloc during a ques-
tion-and-answer session in the parlia-
ment. The lawmakers accused him of
siding with opposition groups seeking to
make Pashinyan step down.

Vartazarian stands accused of
abusing his powers to interfere in the
work of a court. He confirmed reports
that the accusation is based on incrimi-

nating testimony given by Andranik
Simonyan, a newly appointed deputy
director of Armenia’s National Secu-
rity Service (NSS).

Simonyan worked as a judge of
the court of first instance of the
country’s northern Lori province until
being moved to the NSS by Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian late last month.

Vartazarian dismissed the charges
leveled against him, saying that they
are part of government attempts to
oust and replace him with Gagik
Jahangirian.

Vardazaryan headed the Supreme
Judicial Council for almost two years.

Armenia to Receive 1 Million Doses of
Russia’s Sputnik V Vaccine

YEREVAN — Yerevan will pur-
chase one million doses of Russia’s
Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine after
Armenia and Russia have reached a
relevant agreement on the high level,
Armenian Health Minister Anahit
Avanesyan told the national parliament
Wednesday.

“I would like to underline that
there is a high-level agreement to buy
one million doses of the Sputnik V
vaccine from Russia. Keeping other
agreements in mind, we believe it is
possible to vaccinate up to 20% of the
population before the end of the year,”
she stressed.

Armenia has already begun in-
oculating people with Russia’s Sput-
nik V after 15,000 doses of the jab
recently arrived in the country. Health
workers are getting vaccinated as
well as people with chronic condi-

e il |

tions, workers of social facilities
and people aged between 18 and 55
living in them.

Earlier, Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said in an interview
withaRossiya-1 journalistthat Yerevan
needs approximately one million doses
of this shot.

April 24, 2021

Minsk Group Co-Chairs Urge Renewed Talks
On Karabakh Settlement

Co “hair of the M nsk
Group

Co-Chair of the Winsk
Group :

The Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group (Igor Popov of the Russia,
Stephane Visconti of France, and An-
drew Schofer of the United States )
have called on Armenia and Azerbaijan
to resume negotiations on a “compre-
hensive and sustainable” resolution of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

The Diplomats from the three
world powers expressed readiness late
on Tuesday to facilitate such talks,
including with renewed visits to the
conflict zone.

In a joint statement, they noted
“with satisfaction” the conflicting
sides’ compliance with the Russian-
brokered ceasefire that stopped last
year’s Armenian-Azerbaijani war while
calling for “additional efforts” to stabi-
lize the situation. “These include is-
sues related to, inter alia: the return of
all POWs and other detainees in accor-
dance with the provisions of interna-
tional humanitarian law, the exchange
of all data necessary to conduct effec-
tive demining of conflict regions; the
lifting of restrictions on access to
Nagorno-Karabakh, including for rep-
resentatives of international humani-
tarian organizations; the preservation
and protection of religious and cultural
heritage; and the fostering of direct
contacts and co-operation between

communities affected by the conflict
as well as other people-to-people con-
fidence building measures”.

“The Co-Chairs stress that spe-
cial attention should be paid to the
achievement of a final comprehensive
and sustainable settlement on the basis
of the elements and principles well-
known to the sides,” says the state-
ment.

“In this respect, the Co-Chairs
call on the parties to resume high-level
political dialogue under the auspices of
the Co-Chairs at the earliest opportu-
nity. They reiterate their proposal to
organize direct bilateral consultations
under their auspices, in order for the
sides to review and agree jointly upon
a structured agenda, reflecting their
priorities, without preconditions.”

“The Co-Chairs underscore their
readiness to resume working visits to
the region, including Nagorno-
Karabakh and surrounding areas, to
carry out their assessment and media-
tion roles,” added the mediators.

In this regard, the Co-Chairs re-
minded the sides of the requirement to
provide unimpeded access and maxi-
mum flexibility of movement with re-
gard to the Co-Chairs’ travel itinerar-
ies, in accordance with their mandate
and previous practice.

Armenia Strongly Condemns Azerbaijan’s
Threats to Use Force

Armenia strongly condemn the
Azerbaijani President’s claims on the
territorial integrity of Armenia and his
threats to use force, Spokesperson for
the Armenian Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs Anna Naghdalyan says.

The comments come after the
President of Azerbaijan threatened to
use force against Armenia in a TV
interview.

“Such statements seriously dam-
age regional peace and stability. They
reveal the false nature of Azerbaijan’s

recent statements on peace and recon-
ciliation,” Naghdalyan stated.

“It is noteworthy that such
threats are made on the eve of the
anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide, with the aim of speaking to the
Armenian people from a position of
strength,” she added.

“We are in constant contact with
our strategic ally, as well as with all
our partners interested in peace in the
South Caucasus,” the Spokesperson
concluded.
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Arabic Language Armenian Genocide Source
Materials Now Available On Armenian
National Institute Website
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
Armenian National Institute (ANI) an-
nounced the launch of an Arabic ver-
sion of its widely consulted website on
the Armenian Genocide, which will
continue to be expanded over the com-
ing months. The site can be accessed
at arabic.armenian-genocide.org or
through the main ANI site at https://
www.armenian-genocide.org/.

The ANI website contains exten-
sive records on the history and affir-
mation of the World War I-era Arme-
nian Genocide, when 1.5 million Ar-
menians fell victim to the Young Turk
government’s policy of mass deporta-
tion and annihilation. Theinitial release
ofthe Arabic language site includes the
Chronology of the Genocide, FAQs,
original documentation, archival mate-
rial, references on international affir-
mation, and contemporancous photo
evidence, as well as links to the online
Armenian Genocide Museum of
America, legal documents, focused
exhibits, teaching resources and more.

“These resources have not been
available to Arabic speakers in the
past, yet the role many Arab states
played in mitigating the effects of the
Armenian Genocide and the dangers
posed by the Turkish government’s
efforts to deny and rewrite that history
are as alive as ever. We know the
consequences of Turkey’s censorship
on its own history and are pleased to
provide these resources to Arabic read-
ing scholars, teachers, and the pub-
lic,” stated ANI Chairman Van
Krikorian. “During the Genocide, of
course the Ottoman Turkish govern-
ment used Arabic script, including to
record the government’s own post-
war trials where Turkish leaders were
convicted of planning and executing the
extermination of the Armenian race. We
will be adding original Arabic script
documents in time as well. Most of all,
we thank all those who contributed to
this project’s development and look for-
ward to its expansion,” Krikorian noted.

Large diaspora communities
formed across the Arab world after the
Armenian Genocide. In contrast to the
destruction of ancient Armenian cen-
ters across Ottoman Turkey, newly-
formed Middle East communities cre-
ated by survivors and refugees recov-
ered and flourished over the following
decades, and substantial Armenian
communities continue to exist across
the region. Countries like Lebanon and
Syria are also among the list of 30
countries that have formally recog-

nized the Armenian Genocide.

Among the earliest critics of the
Young Turk policy of genocide was
the Sharif of Mecca, Al-Husayn ibn
‘Ali, who called upon fellow Muslims
to protect, help, and defend the de-
ported Armenians. This remarkable
pronouncement by the guardian of the
HolyPlaces ofIslam was largely heeded
and stood in sharp contrast to the
proclamation of jihad by the religious
leadership in the Ottoman capital of
Istanbul.

The ANI site also includes links
to memorials around the world, in-
cluding to the “Armenian Genocide
Memorial Church” in Der Zor, Syria
which was intentionally destroyed by
terrorist forces coordinating with the
Erdogan regime in Turkey in 2014.

Once again, a first-rate team of
supporters and volunteers helped ANI’s
professional staff realize the produc-
tion of the Arabic language version of
the ANI website. Genny Chekerjian
took on the task of translating substan-
tial portions of the large quantity of
information posted on the site. Hagop
Vartivarian provided editorial support,
while Vatche Sarkissian closely col-
laborated with Chekerjian to provide
as accurate a rendition of vital records
as possible, and coordinated with long-
time ANI webmaster Mark Malkasian
to upload the site in the Arabic script.

“The continuous expansion of
the ANI website and its translations
have been the collaborative project of
numerous supporters across the Ar-
menian diaspora and our non-Arme-
nian friends who appreciate the impor-
tance of making the critical records on
Armenian Genocide affirmation easily
accessible,” stated ANI Director Dr.
Rouben Adalian. “From across the
continents they have shared their time,
talent, and encouragement. The Ara-
bic version is a work in progress, and
we welcome constructive comments
from scholars and the community of
concerned individuals working to de-
fend human rights and protect human
life everywhere in the world.”

ANI maintains a broad range of
online resources about the Armenian
Genocide. The online museum is an
interactive site allowing visitors to pro-
ceed at their own pace and includes a
very popular introductory video. Sev-
eral digital exhibits released by ANI
since the centennial of the Armenian
Genocide cover many aspects of the
experience of the Armenian people
starting in 1915.

April 24, 2021

Vartan Gregorian Has Passed Away Aged 87

Vartan Gregorian, an international
luminary, legendary educator, distin-
guished historian and humanities
scholar, and recipient of the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom, died suddenly
on April 15,2021, in New York City at
age 87. He had been hospitalized for
testing related to stomach pain.

Born in Tabriz, Iran, Dr. Vartan
Gregorian overcame countless chal-
lenges he faced as a young immigrant
to the United States and went on to
build a remarkable career that spanned
several decades and crossed the lines
of academia, philanthropy and culture
within and beyond his adopted coun-
try. He was an ardent advocate of
education and enlightenment, seeing
books as “stations of hope, education
and better future.”

In 1956, he enrolled at Stanford
University, where he majored in his-
tory and the humanities, graduating
with honors in 1958. Dr. Gregorian
was awarded a Ph.D. in history and
humanities by Stanford in 1964 and
received the Danforth Foundation’s
E.H. Harbison Distinguished Teaching
Award in 1969. In 1972, he joined the
University of Pennsylvania faculty and
was appointed Tarzian Professor of
History and professor of South Asian
history. He was founding dean of the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences at the
University of Pennsylvania in 1974
and four years later became its twenty-
third provost until 1981.

In 1981-1989, Dr. Gregorian
served as president of The New York
Public Library and was widely cred-
ited with restoring the status of the
library as a cultural landmark. In 1989,
he was appointed president of Brown
University. Brown became both more
global, more academically competitive
and more financially secure under his
leadership. During his tenure, he led a
campaign that raised over $500 mil-
lion, bringing the institution’s endow-
ment past the $1 billion mark. Since
1997, Dr. Gregorian served as the
twelfth president of Carnegie Corpo-
ration of New York. In 1998, he was
awarded the National Humanities Medal
by President Clinton. In 2004, he was
awarded the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom, the highest civil award of the
United States, by President Bush.

Dr. Gregorian was a man of great
inner strength, a reservoir of compas-
sion and infinite wisdom. He was
awarded numerous fellowships, includ-
ing from the John Simon Guggenheim
Foundation, the American Council of
Learned Societies, the Social Science
Research Council and the American

#ArtsakhStrong
#GlobalArmeniansUnite

Philosophical Society. In addition, he
has received scores of honorary de-
grees and has been decorated by the
French, Italian, Austrian and Portu-
guese governments.

In his lifelong mission to achieve
global prosperity and peace, Gregorian
always spoke up on behalf of the most
destitute and disenfranchised. Com-
mitted to the eradication of genocide,
discrimination and persecution, he has
become a mentor and a beacon of hope
for all inspired by his empathy and
determination. He guided the younger
generation with kindness and acuity,
changing lives and constantly leading
by personal example of selflessness
and commitment.

A prolific author, Dr. Gregorian
published several books, including The
Road To Home: My Life and Times,
Islam: A Mosaic, Not a Monolith and
The Emergence of Modern Afghani-
stan, 1880-1946.

In 2015, together with Noubar
Afeyan and Ruben Vardanyan, he co-
founded the Aurora Humanitarian Ini-
tiative on behalf of the survivors of the
Armenian Genocide and in gratitude to
their saviors. The Aurora Humanitar-
ian Initiative and its flagship program,
the Aurora Prize for Awakening Hu-
manity, seek to transform this experi-
ence into a global movement by ad-
dressing on-the-ground humanitarian
challenges around the world with the
focus on helping the destitute.

As co-founder of Aurora and
member of the Aurora Prize Selection
Committee, Dr. Gregorian worked tire-
lessly to help bring that vision to life
and give a second chance to those who
need it the most. We are forever grate-
ful for his expertise, his vision and his
invaluable contribution to the creation
and development of the Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative.

Gregorian served as the twelfth
president of Carnegie Corporation of
New York at the time of his death.

TO DONATE VISIT
WWW.ARMENIAFUND.ORG/DONATE
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“The Armenian Church in
Nagorno-Karabagh in Modern Times”
by Dr. Ara Sanjian

Dr. Ara Sanjian, Director of the
Armenian Research Center at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, Dearborn, will
speak on “The Armenian Church in
Nagorno-Karabagh (Artsakh) in Mod-
ern Times” at 7:00PM (Pacific time)
on Thursday, May 6, 2021. The pre-
sentation is part of the Spring 2021
Lecture Series of the Armenian Stud-
ies Program and is co-sponsored by
the Society for Armenian Studies
(SAS).

The lecture dwells on the devel-
opment of the structures and activities
of the Armenian Church as an institu-
tion on the territory of Nagorno
Karabakh and the adjacent territories
of the historical Armenian province of
Artsakh from the early nineteenth cen-
tury to the present, with special em-
phasis on the Soviet era from 1920 to
1991.

Dr. Ara Sanjianis Associate Pro-
fessor of History and the Director of
the Armenian Research Center at the
University of Michigan, Dearborn. From
1991 to 1994 he did his PhD in modern
history of the Middle East at the School
of Oriental and African Studies, the
University of London. From 1996 to
2005 he was the Chairman of the
Department of Armenian Studies, His-
tory and Political Science at Haigazian
University in Beirut. In fall 2003, he

- i
was the Henry S. Khanzadian Kazan
Visiting Professor in Armenian Studies
at California State University, Fresno.
He joined the University of Michigan-
Dearborn in January 2006. His re-
search interests focus on the post-
World War I history of Armenia, Tur-
key and the Arab states of Western
Asia. He is the author of Turkey and
Her Arab Neighbors, 1953-1958: A
Study in the Origins and Failure of the
Baghdad Pact (2001), as well as two
monographs and a number of schol-
arly articles and book chapters, pub-
lished in English, Armenian, Russian
and French.

Zoom Registration Link: https://
bit.ly/armenianstudiessanjian

MY RELIC Art Installation

I

GLENDALE — As part of Ar-
menian Genocide Remembrance
Month, emergent international col-
lective of established female
artivists, SheLovesCollective, has
created an interactive art installa-
tion called My Relic. This installa-
tion intends to activate our commu-
nity to transform their relics of geno-
cide into broadly construed creative
objects and outlets for the collective
mourning of trauma through trans-
formation. My Relic will take place
within 3 retail units on Artsakh Ave.
(117 Artsakh Ave., 123 Artsakh
Ave., and 127 Artsakh Ave.) from
April 11-25,2021, and will feature 3
individual installations including:

- “A Ritual in Bread Making”
(117 N. Artsakh Ave.) will invite Ar-
menian bakers and chefs to use Lavash,
the traditional Armenian oven baked
bread, to create items that make up a
typical room in a home. Lavash acti-
vates a cultural and biological reality in
many Armenians, as food is one of the
most important human memories. Ab-

on Artsakh Ave. Storefronts

stract bread is often a symbol for
hunger, starvation, or a hunger for
change. Additionally, a short docu-
mentary film will be either projected in
large format wall-to wall/ceiling-to-
floor or played on a variety of vintage
television screens of varying sizes.
The short film will be of a healing ritual
performed by collective members and
footage from two previous perfor-
mance art documentaries.

- “Relics” (123 N. Artsakh Ave.)
will feature 50-yard-long white tapes-
tries suspended from the ceiling that
displays digitally printed images of
Armenian relics such as ancestral heir-
looms, objects that evoke a memory of
ancestral struggles, scars and loss, but
also, of triumph, survival and photos
of a time before. A QR code will allow
spectators to scan and learn more
about each relic.

- “Reclamation” (127 N. Artsakh
Ave.) will feature 100’s of shoes placed
in piles as the remnants of a war/
bombing with a backdrop of Mount
Ararat.

April 24, 2021

A Home For Dikranoui

It was an ordinary weekday at
the Ararat-Eskijian Museum, when I
received a phone call from Alice
Farmanian, a Glendale resident who
was looking for a permanent home for
“Dikranoui”. At first, I thought she
needed to contact the nursing home or
the assisted living. As I was trying to
transfer her call, she said she needed
the Museum, not the Ararat Home. She
was 92 years old and wanted to donate
some of her family heirlooms, which
were from Keghi.

On the designated date, I met
Mrs. Farmanian. She had brought
the items she wanted to donate, in-
cluding a silver box inscribed
“Dikranoui” on the lid. I was expect-
ing a piece of jewelry, but instead I
was full of emotions when I saw a
lock of braided hair with a red rib-
bon. I soon realized that there was a
story to go along with it.

Mrs. Farmanian told me the his-
tory of her family starting with her
grandparents, who were from Keghi
(a district in Garin/Erzurum, modern-
day Turkey). Alice’s grandparents
(whose names are unknown) had four
children: Dikranoui, Parantsem (Alice’s
Mother), Satenig and baby Postoian
(also name unknown). Mr. Postoian
worked as an accountant for a wealthy
Turkish businessman in Istanbul.

One day, the Turkish business-
man informed Mr. Postoian to bring
his family to Istanbul for safekeeping
to avoid the deportation. However,
Mrs. Postoian ignored her husband’s
plea and decided to stay with her fam-
ily in Keghi. Unfortunately, this ended
with the family on the deportation
route to Rasul-Ayn. Young Dikranoui,
who was seven years old, died along

the way of starvation. Mrs. Postoian,
unable to hold her grief cut Dikranoui’s
two braids of hair. She placed one
braid into Parantsem’s pocket and one
braid into Satenig’s pocket and asked
them to find a “home” for their sister,
Dikranoui. Rather than surrender to
the Turks, Mrs. Postoian left her two
daughters in the care of relatives. She
then took her young child into her
arms as they walked into a river to be
with Dikranoui, eternally.

The only survivors during the
Armenian genocide were Parantsem,
her sister Satenig, and their father.

Eventually, the sisters were re-
united with their father in Istanbul and
made it to the United States. Here
Parantsem Postoian married and had a
child named Alice (Farmanian).

Both Alice and I were in tears as
she was sharing her family story. She
said that now she had some serious
health challenges and before her tran-
sition to the Lord she needed to find a
home for Dikranoui. I was shaken and
speechless. I took the box and the
remaining heirlooms and brought them
to the Museum: Dikranoui had reached
her final resting place.

Mrs. Farmanian visited the mu-
seum few times with her son to en-
sure that her heirloom was safe and
her story was shared. After hearing
the story, I asked Alice why there
was only one braid in the box instead
of two? She informed that though
there were originally two braids, her
mother, who always kept them in her
pockets to remember, eventually lost
the second braid. To keep from los-
ing Dikranoui, Alice had a silver box
made to keep the memory of her aunt
alive.

Rep. Schiff 's Open Letter to President Biden

Continued frompage 1

tested, but the relationship between
Turkey and the United States did not
change, or if it has changed, it has
done so for reasons having nothing to
do with the Armenian Genocide and
everything to do with Turkey’s drift
towards autocracy. The Turkish gov-
ernment and their well-heeled DC lobby
has mobilized as they do every year
around this time. They are spinning up
fear aimed at keeping the gag order in
place.

Mr. President, we must not re-
sort to euphemisms or half-truths. The
murder of 1.5 million Armenians was
an atrocity — that is surely true — but it
was more than that. The act of seeking

to destroy a people and a culture is a
different kind of evil, and it was not
until Raphael Lemkin coined the term
“genocide” that we had a word to
describe it.

Denial of genocide is a profanity,
and in the words of Elie Wiesel, it is a
“doublekilling.”

Millions of Armenians, in Yerevan
and across the world, tens of thou-
sands of my constituents, Mr. Presi-
dent, will look to you later this week,
to see if you will join leaders in France,
Germany, the European Union, the
Vatican, and in 49 states inrecognizing
the genocide.

It is my deepest wish that you
will speak the truth in all of its horror,
and recognize the Armenian Genocide.
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St. Gregory Armenian Church, Pasadena '

Abp. Hovnan Derderian

Primate of the Western Diocese
"Will Preside Over
The Historic Groundbreaking Ceremonies of the

E

MUSHEGAIN PAVILION

; And the Unveiling of the plans for the :

| #EROES OF ARTSAKH PRAYER GARDEN]

| Luncheon and Special Program
Honoring the Mushegain family

Sunday, May 16, 2021 FTmmediately Following Services
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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«UMNUROS » OPU.RGI
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« Minimum 5 years of experience.

Starting $20-25 / hour

For mor Information
Phone: (323) 468-0056
Email: suren @oliveandgrill.com

Sous Chef and Cook for Lebanese Kitchen
in Studio City, CA

An authentic Modern Mediterranean Restaurant and Hookah Lounge
is looking for a Sous Chef and a Cook for a Lebanese kitchen,
Job Type: Full-time

REQUIREMENTS / QUALIFICATIONS:

« Knowledge in a Lebanese / Mediterranean kitchen is MUST: Cold & hot
Appetizers, Salads, Soups, Shawarmas & Wraps, Deserts.

+ Knowledge in Kabob marination and cooking is preferable.

* Inventory Management skills. = Detail orientation and cool under pressure.
* A self-motivator, who works clean and stays organized.

» Respect for coworkers and a team player mentality is essential.

* A desire to learn, grow and be a future leader alsoencouraged.

Address: 12229 Ventura Blvd, Studio City, CA, USA
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