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Azerbaijanis Distort Shushi’s Ghazanchetsots
Church Under Pretext of Renovation

STEPANAKERT — Under the
guise of so-called “restoration,”
Azerbaijanis are distorting one of the
most important Armenian cultural val-
ues — the Ghazanchetsots Holy Savior
Cathedral in Shushi, Artsakh’s Human
Rights Defender Gegham Stepanyan
wrote on his Facebook page.

”Azerbaijan cannot renovate the
cultural heritage belonging to people
against whom hatred had been sown
for years at a state level. Under the
pretext of the so-called ‘’renovation
works’’ the Azerbaijanis are distort-
ing one of the most important Arme-
nian religious monument — Church of
the Holy Savior Ghazanchetsots of
Shushi. We have witnessed in numer-
ous cases how Azerbaijan treats to
the Armenian cultural values and that’s
enough for understanding what’s go-
ing on under the pretext of ‘’renova-
tion works’’. The goal is eliminating
the Armenian presence and trace’’,

Gegham Stepanyan said.

“For years, Azerbaijan has pur-
sued a state policy of albanianizing the
Armenian Christian culture in Artsakh
or attributing it to other nations, which
has been repeatedly criticized by histo-
rians and culturologists for a simple
reason: these attempts are baseless
both in terms of historical chronology
and cultural-architectural features,” he
continued.

“If Azerbaijan really cares about
the preservation of cultural values,
then the question arises why it has not
allowed an independent UNESCO ex-
pert group to visit the region,”
Stepanyan added.

“We raise the issue of vandalism
against Armenian culture by Azerbaijan
on daily basis informing the relevant
international organizations about what is
happening. However, the issue does not
go beyond criticism or calls, while clear
steps are needed,” the Ombudsman said.

Over 120 MEPs Urge EU’s Charles Michel to
Demand the Release of Armenian POWs

Members of the European Parlia-
ment Andrey Kovatchev (Bulgaria) and
Loucas Fourlas (Cyprus) and Frangois-
Xavier Bellamy (France) have initiated
a letter to Charles Michel, President of
the European Council, urging them to
demand the release of over 200 Arme-
nian prisoners of war held by
Azerbaijan. The letter has been co-
signed by 119 other MEPs.

“We ask you to act to demand the
return of all Armenian prisoners of
war to their country,” they said, in a
letter to the heads of the European
Commission, European Council and
EU diplomatic service.

“It is difficult to precisely draw
up the number of remaining prisoners
and captives, due to the high number
of missing persons and the lack of
cooperation fromthe Azerbaijani side,”
the MEPs wrote.

“But it would include 72 people
whose captivity Azerbaijanadmits, 112
people about whom Azerbaijan did not
provide any information, and 61 people

whose captivity Azerbaijan categori-
cally denies, but about whom there is
concrete evidence to the contrary,”
they added.

“Not only is the attitude of
Azerbaijan a gross violation of hu-
manitarian law but also in deep contra-
diction with its claims to move to
normalization and reconciliation. It
must be stressed that any attempt to
link the fate of prisoners and detainees
with other requests is unacceptable.
Liberation of all prisoners and detain-
ees must be unconditional,” the law-
makers said.

“By demanding the return of
all its prisoners and respect for
international conventions, Armenia
is making a minimum request, in
accordance with international law.
Azerbaijan cannot shirk its basic
legal duties, from the commitments
it made itself by adhering to the
Geneva Conventions and signing
the ceasefire agreement,” the MEPs
noted.

Armenian Parliament Fails to Elect
Prime Minister Paving Way for its Dissolution

YEREVAN— The Armenian par-
liament took the first step towards its
dissolution on Monday one week after
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan re-
signed to pave the way for snap gen-
eral elections aimed at ending a politi-
cal crisis in the country.

Armenia’s constitution stipulates
that such elections can be held only if
the prime minister resigns and the
parliament twice fails to elect a new
head of the government within two
weeks. Pashinyan and his cabinet for-
mally stepped down for that purpose
on April 25.

One lawmaker voted for the candi-
dacy of Nikol Pashinyan, 3 voted against
and the majority controlled by
Pashinyan’s My Stepalliance, abstained.
The Prosperous Armenia opposition party
did not participate in the voting.. The
paliament will vote again next Monday.

The two opposition parties rep-
resented in the current National As-
sembly assured Pashinyan earlier that
they will not nominate prime-ministe-
rial candidates in the event of his elec-
tion-related resignation.

‘My Step will not elect me as
prime minister. [ will be nominated for
the second time and again there will be
no other candidates, and I will not be
elected either and according to the
law, the parliament will be considered
to be dissolved,” Pashinyan said be-
fore the vote.

The prime minister said that if a
parliament-represented opposition
party violates this accord, it will be
“political suicide” for it. “If that hap-
pens My Step faction will elect me as
Prime Minister and that will close the
issue. I think no one will attempt politi-
cal suicide,” he said.

US Recognition of Armenian Genocide
a Victory in ‘Fight Against Denialism’

NEW YORK (Armradio) — The
announcement by US President Joe
Biden on Saturday recognizing the
Armenian Genocide not only honors
the victims and their families, it is also
a victory in “the fight against denialism
and attempts to whitewash past
crimes,” the UN was told on Monday.

Mbher Margaryan, Armenia’s per-
manent representative to the UN, added
that the decision by the administration
in Washington is a contribution “for
which we are deeply grateful.”

His comments came during a
panel discussion organized by the
Armenian mission at the UN to re-
flect on the legacy of US-based hu-
manitarian organization the Near East
Foundation, and the effect it has had
on the evolution of humanitarian
multilateralism. The foundation,
which was established in 1915 to
tackle the humanitarian consequences
of the Armenian genocide, is one of
the world’s oldest international phil-
anthropic organizations.

“We are paying tribute to this
outstanding effort, initially established
with the support of the American people

to help alleviate the suffering of the
Armenians,” Margaryan said.

Margaryan said that although
there has been a lot of discussion over
the years about the failure of the world
to prevent the Armenian genocide, “100
years on, the ability of the international
community to properly identify and
react to humanitarian crises is still
being considerably challenged.”

He added: “Only recently,

Continued onpage 4
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Armenian, Russian Army Chiefs
Discuss Military Cooperation

MOSCOW — Armenia’s and
Russia’s top army generals have met in
Moscow for talks highlighting high-
level military contacts between the
two states that have intensified after
last year’s war in Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
said on Friday that Lieutenant-General
Artak Davtyan discussed with his Rus-
sian opposite number, General Valery
Gerasimov, “a number of issues of
bilateral military cooperation” during
the meeting held on Thursday.

A short ministry statement gave
no details of Davtyan’s trip to Mos-
cow. The Russian Defense Ministry
issued no press releases on the talks.

The chief ofthe Armenian army’s
General Staff flew to the Russian capi-
tal five days after Russian Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu and his Arme-
nian counterpart Vagharshak
Harutiunyan spoke by phone for a
second time in as many weeks.

According to the Defense Minis-
try in Yerevan, Shoigu and D
Harutiunyan discussed Russia’s ongo-
ing peacekeeping operation in
Karabakh, activities of a joint Russian-
Armenian military contingent and “the
main directions of large-scale reforms”
of the Armenian army launched after
the war.

Harutiunyan also discussed the
reforms with Gerasimov in a March 23
phone call. The minister’s press office
said they agreed that a high-ranking
Russian delegation will visit Armenia
soon for more detailed talks on the
subject.

A delegation led by one of
Gerasimov’s deputies already held
weeklong negotiations with the Arme-
nian army’s top brass in Yerevan in
January. Harutiunyan said afterwards
that the talks were aimed at “assisting
us in the reform and modernization of
Armenia’s armed forces.”

Former Ruling Party to Run in
Parliamentary Elections Through Alliance
With Artur Vanetsyan’s Hayrenik Party

YEREVAN — Former President
Serzh Sarkisian’s Republican Party
(HHK) announced on Thursday its
decision to seek an electoral alliance
with another opposition party led by
former National Security Service
(NSS) Director Artur Vanetsyan.

The HHK and Vanetsyan’s
Hayrenik (Fatherland) party have been
affiliated with the Homeland Salvation
Front, a coalition of opposition forces
that tried and failed to topple Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan over his han-
dling of last year’s war in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

The HHK until recently signaled
its desire to boycott snap parliamen-
tary elections expected in June, saying
that they could be rigged by Pashinyan.
But the former ruling party eventually

decided against an election boycott at
a meeting of its governing body headed
by Sarkisian. In a statement, it cited
the “vital need” to oust Pashinyan.
“Given the existing political reali-
ties, we believe that the Hayrenik
party’s possible political cooperation
is the most effective way to dethrone
the capitulator [Pashinian,]” Armen
Ashotyan, the HHK’s deputy chair-
man, told a news conference.
Vanetsyan, 42, was appointed as
head of the NSS immediately the 2018
“Velvet Revolution” that toppled
Sarkisian and brought Pashinyan to
power. He quickly became an influen-
tial member of Pashinyan’s entourage,
overseeing high-profile corruption in-
vestigations into former government
officials and Sarkisian’s relatives.
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France Pressing for Release
of Armenian Prisoners

YEREVAN — France has joined
international efforts to secure the re-
lease of Armenian soldiers and civil-
ians remaining in Azerbaijani captivity,
the French ambassador to Armenia,
Jonathan Lacote, said on Friday.

Lacote said the issue was on the
agenda of French President Emmanuel
Macron’s April 26 phone call with
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

“There is an intensification of
processes, which on the one hand is
connected with the April 24 [anniver-
sary of the Armenian genocide] and on
the other the fact that there is no
progress on Armenian prisoners and
other issues,” he told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian Service.

Russia, France and the United
States have long been spearheading
international efforts to end the Karabakh
conflict in their capacity as co-chairs
of the OSCE Minsk Group. Moscow
single-handedly stopped the autumn
war over the disputed territory with an
Armenian-Azerbaijani ceasefire deal
brokered by Putin on November 9.

“The objective is to step up the
work of the OSCE Minsk Group,” said
Lacote. “Russia is obviously part of
this process because Moscow is
present in Karabakh, and the objective
is the resumption of a political process
so that issues that were not settled by
the November 9 document are dis-
cussed.”

“We have a ceasefire, which is an
important achievement, but there are
also many unresolved issues that need to
be addressed in the Minsk Group for-
mat,” the envoy stressed, adding that the

unconditional release of the Armenian
prisoners is one of them.

The Kremlin reported earlier this
week that Putin and Macron “reviewed
the developments around Nagorno-
Karabakh.”

“The parties expressed mutual
readiness for coordination on various
aspects of the Nagorno-Karabakh
settlement, including through the OSCE
Minsk Group,” it said in a statement.

The truce agreement calls for the
release of all prisoners held by the
conflicting sides. A total of 69 Arme-
nian prisoners of war (POWSs) and
civilians have been freed to date. More
than 100 others are believed to remain
in Azerbaijani captivity. Baku is reluc-
tant to repatriate them, having branded
them as “terrorists.”

The European Union said on
Wednesday that all remaining Arme-
nian captives must be set free “as soon
as possible” and “regardless of the
circumstances of their arrest.”

Armenian President Armen Sarkissian
Investigated Over British Citizenship

YEREVAN — Armenian pros-
ecutors have ordered a criminal inves-
tigation into renewed allegations that
President Armen Sarkissian is not eli-
gible to serve as head of state because
of his past British citizenship.

Sarkissian lived and worked in
London, including as Armenian ambas-
sador to Britain, for nearly three decades
prior to becoming Armenia’s largely
ceremonial president three years ago.

The Armenian constitution re-
quires presidential candidates consid-
ered by the National Assembly to have
been only Armenian citizens for the
last six years.

Sarkissian admitted receiving
British citizenship in 2002 when the
country’s former parliament controlled
by his predecessor Serzh Sarkisian’s
loyalists elected him presidentin March
2018. But he insisted that he renounced
itin 2011.

Then opposition lawmakers, no-
tably Nikol Pashinyan, were
unconvinced, demanding British docu-
mentary evidence of the veracity of his
claims. Pashinyan said afterwards that
Sarkissian showed him such documents
when they met in late April 2018 during
the “velvet revolution” that brought him
to power. The Armenian prime minister
has never publicly questioned the
president’s eligibility since then.

Earlier this year, 53 lawyers, in-
cluding the head of the national bar

association, submitted to Armenia’s
Special Investigation Service (SIS)
what they described as information
showing that Sarkissian remained a
British national after 2011. The law-
enforcement agency refused to open a
criminal case, leading the lawyers to
appeal to the Office of the Prosecutor-
General.

A spokesman for Prosecutor-
General Artur Davtyan said on Mon-
day that he has decided to order the
SIS to formally investigate a possible
forgery of documents because he be-
lieves that “doubts” about Sarkissian’s
eligibility have not been dispelled.

“Only a full, objective and com-
prehensive inquiry can answer all ques-
tions,” the official, Gor Abrahamyan,
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service.

Abrahamyan said that the probe
will scrutinize all available documents
relating to Sarkissian’s British citizen-
ship. “I want to stress that at this point
no final legal position can be taken with
regard to them,” he said.

Sarkissian and his office did not
immediately react to the development.

Among the complainants is Ara
Zohrabyan, the chairman of Armenia’s
Chamber of Advocates and a critic of
Pashinyan’s government. Zohrabyan
claimed that he and his colleagues pos-
sess records froma private British entity
which show that Sarkissian remained a
British national at least until 2012.
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For the Armenian Community of Uruguay,
a Welcoming Country

Recently, the Italian journalist Federico Nastasi accompanied by photogra-
pher Mauricio Zina, visited the Armenian community of Uruguay for their special
travelers column “Dossier,” featured in the Italian magazine Missioni Consolata.
The following is a translation of the Armenian segment in their latest column.

e (]) —

Gia nel 1965,
'Uruguay
riconobbe

il genocidio

degli Armeni.

Una parentesi tranquilla  §§

“I’mArmenian,” Silvana, a book-
seller in the Ciudad Vieja of Montevideo,
tells me in her Rio-Plateau Spanish.
Silvana, although she was born in Uru-
guay, does not speak Armenian and
has never set foot in Armenia, she
cares about her identity. And like her
there are about fifteen thousand Arme-
nians in the country, grateful to Uru-
guay for being the first country in the
world to have recognized the “Medz
Yeghern”, the Armenian Genocide,
with a law in 1965.

Between 1915 and 1916, the Ot-
toman Empire, led by the government
of the “Young Turks,” planned and
carried out the deportation of the Ar-
menian population from its territory,
authorized by the Tehcir Law of May
29 1915, resulting in the death of one
and a half million Armenians. On the
night of April 23-24, 1915 in
Constantinople, in an operation that
beheaded the Armenian intelligentsia,
more than a thousand journalists, writ-
ers, poets, delegates to parliament,
were deported to the interior of Anatolia
and massacred along the way. In the
death marches, which involved 1.2
million people, hundreds of thousands
died of starvation, illness or exhaus-
tion. The males of the families, adults
and children, were murdered, and the
women dragged through atrocious
forced marches and prison camps.

Despite the exodus and photo-
graphic evidence of what happened,
Turkey does not recognize what many
historians call the first modern geno-
cide, based on the ‘scientific’ planning
of extermination.

In 2016, on the occasion of the
centenary of the Genocide, Pope
Francis visited Armenia, condemning
the Genocide and prayed to prevent
this tragedy from happening again.
During his visit to Yerevan, he stressed
that memory could be a “source of
peace” to bring the two countries on
the road to reconciliation.

The country asking for migrants
In the 1920s and 1930s, Uruguay
was a proponent of immigration: Ital-
ians, Spaniards, and even seven to
eightthousand Armenians arrived. They
started from Lebanon, France or Syria.
They had grown up in orphanages,

because genocide had already taken
place. “They were lost, they had no
idea where they had come from, they
had nothing in their hands,” Diego
Karamanukian, anintellectual fromthe
Armenian community of Montevideo,
who speaks fluent Armenian and runs
Radio Arax, an Armenian cultural radio
program, tells MC.

How is it possible that, after a
century of genocide, four generations
and 13 thousand kilometers away from
the site of the events, Armenian iden-
tity is still so strong on the north bank
of the Rio de La Plata? “I grew up with
horror stories from my grandmother,
who was a servant of a Turkish family.
She came here not to look for work, but
to avoid getting killed. Dealing with this
identity is a response to the denial of the
genocide that continues to this day,”
explains Daniel Manuelian. He and Diego
are leaders within the Hunchakian party,
the Armenian Social Democratic Party
present in many countries, including
Lebanon, the USA and even Uruguay.
For this interview, they receive us at
Casa Armenia, a beautiful building with
a garden in the residential district of
Prado, in the west of Montevideo. It is
the seat of the party, a place of culture,
sports and parties.

“It is incredible to think how a
group of people, who arrived covered
only in rags, in a short time not only
found work and started families, but
organized the community, founded
schools, churches, associations, news-
papers, radio stations, choirs, and
music festivals. They cultivated the
identity persecuted by the Ottoman
Empire, they saved it from oblivion”,
Diego proudly reasoned, describing the
activity of the first Armenians of Uru-
guay. “They arrived knowing that there
was no return ticket, they built here the
homeland they had lost. They gathered
around the center of Montevideo, where
there were industries. And maybe
there’s also a geographical and nostal-
gic reason: they went there because
they were looking for the mountains of
their country,” Diego continues. The
first arrivals, at first, worked as labor-
ers, in activities that did not require
knowledge of Spanish. Then, they

Continued onpage 4
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We Thank President Biden for Recognizing
the Armenian Genocide

. )‘ETﬁe American people honor all those
Snians who perished in the genocide
™ that began 106 years ago today.”

President Joe Biden

April 24, 2021
pEAC[@{‘ ART’

In March 2021, on the eve of the
106th anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide, Peace of Art, Inc.,
www.peaceofart.org launched its an-
nual education campaign by displaying
electronic billboards in the state of
Massachusetts, USA. The message on
this year’s billboards asks, “Mr. Presi-
dent, with honor, dignity and courage
recognize the Armenian Genocide.”

The media reacted quickly, as it
was broadcast on Armenian public
television. The result was noticeable,
we received various letters and phone
calls from both deniers and support-
ers. On March 17th, Peace of Art,
Inc., received an offer to support the
installation of a similar static billboard
in Cleveland. Then on March 19th, the
Philadelphia Armenian Genocide Com-
memoration Committee praised our
initiative and proposed to erect similar
electronicbillboards in Philadelphia and
sponsor them. During the month of
April 2021, an additional electronic
billboard was installed in Massachu-
setts sponsored by the Armenian Na-
tional Committee of Merrimack Val-
ley.

For the past twenty five years
Peace of Art, Inc., has continuously
called on America to recognize the
Armenian Genocide. On April 24,
2021, President Biden honored his

promise and recognized the Armenian
Genocide.

An electronic Peace of Art bill-
board erected on one of the busy high-
ways in the state of Massachusetts
presents two alternating screens. On
the first screen, we thank President
Biden for recognizing the Armenian
Genocide, and on the second, we quote
President Biden’s statement on the
occasion of Armenian Remembrance
Day: “The American people honor the
memory of all Armenians who fell
victim to the genocide 106 years ago
today.” President Joe Biden, April 24,
2021.”

Peace of Art, Inc., was formally
founded in Massachusetts in 2003, but
it has been active since 1996. Peace of
Art, Inc., www.peaceofart.org is a
non-profit educational organization
with no political nor religious affilia-
tions. Peace of Art uses the universal
language of art for the betterment of
humanity, to promote peaceful solu-
tions to conflict, and the international
recognition of the Armenian Geno-
cide. Peace of Art, Inc., is dedicated
to the peacekeepers of the world, all
those who risk their lives for the wel-
fare of the people. Since its inception,
Peace of Art, Inc., has not requested
nor received funding from individuals,
organizations or other sources.

Syrian Mercenaries Sentenced
to Life in Prison

An Armenian court on Tuesday
handed a life sentence to two Syrian
men who were captured during last
year’s war in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Karabakh Defense army took
them prisoner in fierce fighting with
Azerbaijani forces stopped by a Rus-
sian-mediated ceasefire November
10. They were handed over to Ar-
menia to stand trial on a string of
criminal charges, including terror-
ism.

The trial lasted for just a few
hours, with both defendants, identi-
fied as Muhrab al-Shkheri and Yusef
al-Haji, apparently pleading guilty to
the accusations.

The court in the southeastern
Armenian town of Kapan sentenced
them to life in prison, backing investi-
gators’ claims that that they are mer-
cenaries who were recruited by pro-
Turkish militant groups to “terrorize
civilians” in Karabakh and commit other
war crimes.

The trial prosecutors said the
Syrians underwent military training at

a camp in northern Syria in June-
September 2020 before being trans-
ported to Azerbaijan via Turkey. In
addition to a fixed wage of $2,000, the
recruiters also promised to pay $100
for every Armenian killed by them,
according to the prosecutors.

Both men admitted being merce-
naries in their testimonies shown on
Armenian television late last year. Ar-
menian officials portrayed that as fur-
ther proof that thousands of Syrians
fought in Karabakh on Azerbaijan’s
side for money.

The Armenian claims were
backed by France and, implicitly, Rus-
sia.

French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron accused Turkey of recruiting
jihadist fighters from Syria for the
Azerbaijani army shortly after the out-
break of large-scale hostilities in and
around Karabakh on September 27.
Russia also expressed serious concern
about the deployment of “terrorists
and mercenaries” from Syria and Libya
in the Karabakh conflict zone.
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Since 2013, the Paros
Foundation’s SERVICE Armenia pro-
gram has taken young people to Arme-
nia for a service and tour program.
While Covid-19 forced the cancella-
tion of last summer’s program, SER-
VICE Armenia 2021 is taking place
with three planned trip dates.

-SERVICE Armenia 2021 (June
30 to July 18, 2021) Open to partici-
pants ages 17 to 23.

-SERVICE Armenia Young Pro-
fessionals Summer (July 16 to August
1) Open to participants ages 24 to 45.

-SERVICE Armenia Young Pro-
fessionals Fall (October 15to31) Open
to participants ages 24 to 45.

“Each year SERVICE Armenia
connects young people from through-
out the United States to one another
and to the homeland in a meaningful
and lasting way,” said Peter Abajian,
Executive Director of The Paros Foun-
dation. “Because of strong interest
from young professionals to travel to
Armenia too, we added these SER-
VICE Armenia Y oung Professional trip
dates, and are looking forward to ex-
tending this awesome experience to
their age group as well.”

In 2019, the SERVICE Armenia
group worked on projects including
the Talin Music School in the town of
Talin, the school in the village of

Zorakan, the Debi Arach Children’s
Center in Gyumri and at the Nor Hachn
Museum in the village of Nor Hachn.
In addition to these projects, the group
implemented orphan excursions for
children from the Yerevan Children’s
Home and the Kharpert Home for Spe-
cial Children. SERVICE Armenia par-
ticipants assembled food packets and
distributed them to 50 families in need.

Applications are now available
on The Paros Foundation’s website
for SERVICE Armenia 2021 at
www.parosfoundation.org. The pro-
gram includes tours to historic, reli-
gious and cultural sites in Armenia,
English speaking staff and guides,
safe and well-located accommoda-
tions and transportation combined
with interesting cultural and educa-
tional activities that will ensure all
will have an engaging and memorable
experience. The program is open to
both Armenians and non-Armenians
wishing to participate in this once in
a lifetime opportunity. Knowledge of
the Armenian language is not re-
quired. Join us and create a lifetime
of great memories and friends. The
deadline to submit the completed
application is May 15. Applicants
are encouraged to apply early. Con-
tact Peter Abajian at (310) 400-9061
for more information.

US Recognition of Armenian Genocide

Continued frompage 1

Azerbaijan and Turkey unleashed bru-
tal, senseless violence against the Ar-
menian people, amid the global pan-
demic, in an attempt to resolve the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict by force
with the involvement of foreign terror-
ist fighters and mercenaries, accom-
panied by numerous, extensively docu-
mented war crimes.”

The envoy said the continuing
detention of prisoners of war and civil-
ian hostages by Azerbaijan, in contra-
vention of international humanitarian
law, as well as “the widespread, state-
led campaign of dehumanization of
Armenians (show that) genocidal ide-
ology does not merely belong to his-
tory.”

Savita Pawnday, deputy execu-
tive director of the Global Center for
the Responsibility to Protect, said that
genocide denial “aggravates the inju-
ries of the past and sows the seeds of
future injustice.”

While conceding that Biden’s rec-
ognition of the Armenian genocide was

largely symbolic, she said that accept-
ing the truth of genocides can help to
prevent their recurrence, and is a first
step toward securing justice for survi-
vors and other victims and acknowl-
edging the patterns of discrimination
that can lead to genocide.

“Finding solutions becomes easier
(with acknowledgment of genocides),
whereas denial aggravates the injuries
of the past and sows the seeds of
future injustice (in a) world where 18
million people are currently displaced
by conflict and war,” Pawnday said.

She called on all UN member
states to officially recognize the Arme-
nian genocide and “end one century of
indifference and denial.”

One form denial can take, she
added, is the characterization of atroci-
ties as a “humanitarian crisis.”

“We all know that current hu-
manitarian crises cannot be solved by
blankets and bandages alone,” said
Pawnday. Addressing the UN in gen-
eral, she added: “Speeches do not pre-
vent atrocities. Timely political action
does.
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ArmenianEasy Publishes the Big Book of
Armenian Letters

STERLING HEIGHTS, MI —
ArmenianEasy, LLC, a publishing house
establishedin 2019 by Armenian-Ameri-
can sisters Cathy Jacobs Brito and Jenny
Jacobs Mullen, announces the publica-
tion of their first book: The Big Book Of
Armenian Letters, a first-of-its-kind West-
ern Armenian alphabet workbook for
children ages 4 and up. ArmenianEasy’s
goal is to provide Western Armenian
educational materials that facilitate Arme-
nian language learning (speaking, read-
ing, and writing) for all, including those
who may not have the benefit of hearing
Armenian spoken in their homes. They
have several more books planned for the
near future.

The website ArmenianEasy.com
and their alphabet workbook were cre-
ated to fill an educational need. As a
homeschooling mother of four, Jenny
was trying to find an Armenian work-
book to teach her oldest child Arme-
nian letters. She was looking for pre-
school/kindergarten level activities that
would help teach the Armenian letters,
without progressing too quickly. Jenny
explains, “I wanted somethinglike ‘The
Everything Book of Preschool Let-
ters’, but in Armenian. So I turned to
my wonderful artist-of-a-sister,
Cathy...” Artist and designer Cathy,
began creating activity pages for
Jenny’s children. The little “side
project” quickly blossomed into The
Big Book Of Armenian Letters, a beau-
tifully illustrated, 328 page, black and
white book filled with activities that
introduce children to the 38 letters of
the Aypoupen (Armenian alphabet).
The activities include mazes, coloring
pages, matching, 240 Armenian words,
6 songs, one Bible verse in Western

Armenian, and much more.
ArmenianEasy Publishes The Big Book
Of Armenian Letters

Their Armenian mother, Hourig
Toukhanian Jacobs, laid the ground-
work for this endeavor. Hourig was a
true master in the realm of teaching
Armenian to non-native speakers. As a
teacher for the Detroit area A.R.S.
schools and as an independent educa-
tor, she taught Armenian language to
learners of all levels and backgrounds
for more than 40 years, usually creating
her own curricula from scratch. As a
teenager, Cathy began making ink draw-
ings to illustrate her mother’s weekly
lessons. It was in observing her mother’s
classes and in the long animated discus-
sions with her mother after classes,
that she learned the effectiveness of
using simple repetitive exercises and
games to teach students the building
blocks of language. This knowledge
informed ArmenianEasy’s philosophy
for creating teaching materials, “Make
learning Armenian simple and fun.”

For the Armenian Community of Uruguay

Continued frompage 3

dedicated themselves to small trades
and shops, to the almacenes. In the old
buildings in the western part of the
city, there are still signs in Spanish and
Armenian. Former President Tabaré
Vazquez said that in his neighborhood,
La Teja, his family, in a period of
tightness, had received help and food
from an Armenian trader.

“Here the Armenians have made
themselves loved and have contributed
to the construction of the country. We
did not ghettoize ourselves, on the
contrary. First of all we are Arme-
nians, but we are Uruguayans: we
cheer Nacional and Pefiarol (the two
most followed football clubs in the
country), we have seen Uruguay twice
world champion. Our cuisine has mixed
with Uruguayan cuisine: here you can
eat a delicious lehmejun (a kind of
Armenian pizza) with the addition of
local mozzarella. We have received
welcome and recognition: in Montevideo
you can walk on Rambla Armenia, there
are monuments and plaques reminis-
cent of genocide, and April 24th is
Remembrance Day. If you say in Ar-
menia that you are Uruguayan, the
doors open to you,” Diego explains.

Defending Armenian identity
“It’s denialism that angers me. I
am living proof of genocide. If (geno-

cide) didn’t exist, I just wouldn’t be
here. A psychologist explained it to
me: we care so much about our iden-
tity because ours is an unrecognized
trauma,” Daniel says. But today, the
identity of the community in Uruguay
is at risk: “My son does not speak
Armenian, he does not care much about
history, he does not experience my
own trauma. But if they shout “Arme-
nian” on the street, he turns around.
It’s the fourth generation, identity is
lost over time,” Daniel confesses some-
what disheartened.

“In Lebanon, Turkey, Syria, Ar-
menian identity is maintained through
the Orthodox Christian religion: being
Armenian is a way not to be Muslim.
Here in Uruguay, such a secular coun-
try, the religious issue is not confron-
tational. So it’s harder to cure iden-
tity,” Diego reasoned. He continues a
little melancholy: “Language is a prob-
lem, it is difficult, few speak it and
very few teach it, it is no longer spoken
in the family.” But then he has a flick:
“Sometimes curiosity rises again. There
are those who take online Armenian
courses, now there is also a university
course. And then, with the Internet,
many people follow the news of Arme-
nia, as now with the conflict in
Nagorno-Karabakh. Identity is fading,
but it won’t go away. Identity is will,”
he concludes with a little hope.

Federico Nastasi
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St. Gregory Armenian Church, Pasadena

Abp. Hovnan Derderian

Primate of the Western Diocese
"Will Preside Over

The Historic Groundbreaking Ceremondies of the

; And the Unveiling of the plans for the :

| #EROES OF ARTSAKH PRAYER GARDEN]

| Luncheon and Special Program
Honoring the Mushegain family

~

Sunday, May 16, 2021 FTmmediately Following Services
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For Reservations Please call 626-4491523
DONATION $25 - STUDENTS $20
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