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Armenian Parliament Dissolved
Paving Way For Early Elections

liament voted to dissolve itself on
Monday, paving the way for the con-
duct of fresh elections in late June.
Armenia’s constitution stipulates
that such elections can be held only if
the prime minister resigns, and the
parliament twice fails to elect a new
head of the government within two
weeks. Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
and his cabinet formally stepped down
for that purpose on April 25.
Deputies representing the
parliament’s pro-government major-
ity did not reelect him or install an-
other premier when they first voted
on May 3. They made sure that the
second vote yields the same result.

o N i — =i =

One MP voted against the candi-
dacy of Nikol Pashinyan, 76 abstained
and 1 voted for. The Prosperous Ar-
menia party did not participate in the
voting.

This means that the National As-
sembly will be automatically dissolved.
It will formally retain its legislative
powers pending the election of a new
parliament next month.

“Until the first sitting of the new
National Assembly, this parliament
will continue to act within its powers,”
Parliament Speaker Ararat Mirzoyan.

The two opposition parties rep-
resented in the outgoing legislature
agreed to this scenario during talks
with Pashinian held earlier this spring

Lavrov Says Russia Will Spare No Effort
to Secure Release of Armenian POWs

YEREVAN -- Russia will keep
doing its best to ensure the full imple-
mentation of the Russian-brokered
agreement that stopped the Armenian-
Azerbaijani war in Nagorno-Karabakh,
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said
during a visit to Yerevan on Thursday.

“We are not reducing our efforts
atreturning all detainees to their homes,
demining, preserving cultural and reli-
gious heritage as well as launching the
work of relevant international organi-
zations in Nagorno-Karabakh,” Lavrov
saidafter talks with his Armenian coun-
terpart Ara Ayvazian.

“We observe positive trends in
the Nagorno-Karabakh settlement. The
situation on the ground has signifi-
cantly normalized. The Russian peace-
keeping contingent acts as a guarantor
of security, it is deployed along the line
of contact and along the Lachin corri-
dor. Minor incidents are being promptly
and effectively resolved by our peace-
keepers. They also pay constant atten-
tion to the completion of the exchange
of prisoners of war,” Lavrov said.

Lavrov also noted that the trilat-
eral working group at the level of
deputy prime ministers “is working
actively.”

“We are interested in this work
to continue further, to promote the
establishment of a dialogue between
Baku and Yerevan to ensure sustain-

able economic development of the
South Caucasus,” he stressed.

In that context, he stressed the
importance of Russian efforts to get
Armenia and Azerbaijan to open their
transport links after decades of con-
flict. He said the trilateral working
group formed by the Russian, Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani governments for
that purpose is helping to further sta-
bilize the situation in the Karabakh
conflict zone.

“The success of this work will
be decisive for normalizing the overall
situation and laying the groundwork
for creative cooperation in the post-

Continued onpage 4

Armenia's COVID-19 Vaccination Pace
Moving Very Slowly

YEREVAN -- Health authorities
could take one year to vaccinate the
majority of Armenians against the
coronavirus, according to Health Min-
ister Anahit Avanesyan.

Avanesyan said that only about
12,000 people making up 0.4 percent
of Armenia’s population received a
first vaccine dose as of Monday.

“This figure is definitely not sat-
isfactory and we are trying to increase
the pace [of vaccinations,]” she said,
answering questions from Facebook
users at the RFE/RL studio in Yerevan.

Asked when the country could
achieve herd immunity against COVID-
19 at this rate, she said: “We will

probably need one year to reach the
threshold where we can bid farewell to
COVID-19.”

“Of course, that depends on a
number of factors. We cannot say
how many people will be applying [for
vaccine shots] in the next one or two
months. We are doing everything to
make vaccination accessible,” added
the minister.

The vaccination campaign was
launched on April 13 weeks after Ar-
menia received a total of 67,000 doses
of the AstraZeneca and Sputnik V vac-
cines. The AstraZeneca jab was made

Continued onpage 4

Latvia Officialy Recognizes
the Armenian Genocide

a%.‘
s

RIGA -- Latvia has officially rec-
ognized and condemned the Armenian
Genocide. The Seima (Parliament)
voted 58 to 11 with 7 abstentions to
adoptarelevant declaration, Armenia’s
outgoing Ambassador to Latvia Tigran
Mkrtchyan informs.

The resolution was drafted by
the parliament’s foreign affairs com-
mittee. It says that the mass killings
and deportations of Armenians, which
began with the April 1915 mass ar-
rests of Armenian intellectuals in
Constantinople, constituted a geno-
cide perpetrated by the Ottoman gov-
ernment. It notes that the European
Parliament first recognized the geno-
cide in 1987.

Emphasizing that Latvia con-
demns all crimes against humanity, the
declaration notes that the country sees
it as a duty to recognize and remember
these crimes in order to prevent their
recurrence.

Recognizing that a large number
of Armenians were deported to other
parts of the empire as a result of the
actions of the Ottoman authorities,
which resulted in many casualties
caused by starvation, atrocities and
massacres, the lawmakers condemn
the crimes, massacres and forced de-
portations committed by the Ottoman
authorities against the Armenian people.

Continued onpage 4
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Naming Streets in Turkey After Talaat Pasha

is Like Naming Streets in Germany
After Hitler

Naming streets in Turkey after
Talaat Pasha is like the streets in Ger-
many were named after Hitler, System
Of A Down frontman Serj Tankian
said in an interview with the German
Laut.de.

“Talaat Passha was the minister
who organized the Armenian geno-
cide,” he reminded.

“I believe there will be real for-
giveness and reconciliation if Turkey
gets a leadership that makes the right
decisions, looks impartially at history
and says, “We have to make conces-
sions. We have to do the right thing. ”
Like Germany after the Second World
War — you have to deal with your own
history appropriately. We are all wait-
ing for this day,” Tankian said.

Speaking about the recognition
of'the Armenian genocide by US presi-
dent Joe Biden, Serj Tankian said:
“We — not just System Of A Down,
but the entire Armenian, Hellenic,
Assyrian community around the world
— have worked hard to ensure that the
genocide perpetrated by the Ottomans
is properly and officially recognized
by all nations of the world. Many
countries, including Germany, fol-
lowed suit a long time ago. In Decem-
ber 2019, the US Congress finally did
its job and formally recognized the

genocide. And as you said: Biden was

the first to ... well, Reagan kind of
said it before, but not completely and
formally. Biden has now done that as
the first President.”

“The momentum to recognize the
genocide has grown and attention is
increasing worldwide,” he said, add-
ing, however, that it doesn’t help, as
under Erdogan’s government, Turkey
invaded Syria and Libya, led troops
and Syrian mercenaries into the
Caucasus to attack the peaceful people
in Nagorno Karabakh, started drilling
in the Mediterranean Sea, harassed the
Greeks and Cypriots, et cetera.

Syrian Mercenaries Sentenced to Life in Prison

YEREVAN -- An Armenian court
on Tuesday handed a life sentence to
two Syrian men who were captured
during last year’s war in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Karabakh Defense army took
them prisoner in fierce fighting with
Azerbaijani forces stopped by a Rus-
sian-mediated ceasefire November 10.
They were handed over to Armenia to
stand trial on a string of criminal
charges, including terrorism.

The trial lasted for just a few
hours, with both defendants, identi-
fied as Muhrab al-Shkheri and Yusef
al-Haji, apparently pleading guilty to
the accusations.

The court in the southeastern
Armenian town of Kapan sentenced
them to life in prison, backing investi-
gators’ claims that that they are mer-
cenaries who were recruited by pro-
Turkish militant groups to “terrorize
civilians” in Karabakh and commit other
war crimes.

The trial prosecutors said the
Syrians underwent military training
at a camp in northern Syria in June-

|

September 2020 before being trans-
ported to Azerbaijan via Turkey. In
addition to a fixed wage of $2,000,
the recruiters also promised to pay
$100 for every Armenian killed by
them, according to the prosecu-
tors.

Both men admitted being merce-
naries in their testimonies shown on
Armenian television late last year. Ar-
menian officials portrayed that as fur-
ther proof that thousands of Syrians
fought in Karabakh on Azerbaijan’s
side for money.

The Armenian claims were
backed by France and, implicitly, Rus-
sia.

French President Emmanuel
Macron accused Turkey of recruit-
ing jihadist fighters from Syria for
the Azerbaijani army shortly after
the outbreak of large-scale hostili-
ties in and around Karabakh on Sep-
tember 27. Russia also expressed
serious concern about the deploy-
ment of “terrorists and mercenar-
ies” from Syria and Libya in the
Karabakh conflict zone.
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Consul General Armen Baibourtian
Met With Mayor of San Diego Todd Gloria

Glendale - On May 5, Consul
General of Armenia in Los Angeles
Ambassador Armen Baibourtian had a
virtual meeting with the new Mayor of
the City of San Diego Todd Gloria. The
meeting was also attended by the city’s
Director of Global Affairs Rita
Fernandez.

Ambassador Baibourtian con-
gratulated Todd Gloria on his election
as Mayor of San Diego. During the
meeting, the interlocutors discussed
the prospects of cooperation and the
areas of mutual interest, where several
concepts for projects were identified.

Armen Baibourtian noted that
about seven thousand Armenians live
in San Diego. Their number increases
steadily due to the relocation of many
Armenians to San Diego. Moreover,
the Consul General mentioned the
opening ceremony of St. John Garabed
Armenian Church of San Diego that is
scheduled for October 15 and empha-
sized the importance of Mayor Todd
Gloria’s presence at this ceremony. He

also told the Mayor that the formal
invitation from the parish priest will be
extended to him soon.

Mayor Todd Gloria readily con-
firmed his participation in the opening
ceremony of the newly built Armenian
Church. In his turn, he invited Consul
General Baibourtian to visit San Diego
to follow-up and delve into the dis-
cussed topics and initiatives on the
spot.

The City of San Diego is the
eighth largest city in the United States
with a 1, 450 million population. The
city is authorized by the United States
government to operate as a Foreign
Trade Zone. San Diego hosts the
busiest international border crossing
in the world.

Todd Gloria was sworn in as the
37th Mayor of the City of San Diego on
December 10, 2020. In 2016, Todd
Gloria was elected to the California
State Assembly. He rose to a leader-
ship position in the Assembly serving
as Majority Whip.

Artsakh Foreign Ministry Raises Concerns
Over Water Security

STEPANAKERT -- Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Artsakh David Babayan sent letters to
the OSCE Minsk Group Co-chairs and
the Personal Representative of the
Chairperson-in-Office =~ Andrzej
Kasprzyk on the threat to water secu-
rity of Artsakh, NKR Foreign Ministry
said.

It said the letters particularly
state, that the military aggression un-
leashed by Azerbaijan on September
27, 2020, put the water security of the
Republic of Artsakh in serious jeop-
ardy. After the signing of the Trilateral
statement on secession of hostilities
on November 9, 2020, the Karvajar
(Kelbajar) area—which is the principal
water source of Artsakh was ceded to
Azerbaijan.

Currently approximately 98 per
cent of the water used in the Republic
of Artsakh originates in Karvajar. The
Arpa River and Vorotan River—which
provide water to Lake Sevan, where
80 percent of Armenia’s water re-
sources are concentrated, and without
which Lake Sevan would face an eco-
logical catastrophe - originate in
Karvajar, too.

Hence today, more than at any
other time in the history of Republic of
Artsakh, it is of paramount importance

to ensure the water right and security
of the Republic. The ever-existing
threat of ethnic cleansingby Azerbaijan
against Artsakh, along with the long-
lasting state policy of Armenophobia
and massive hate campaign against the
ethnic Armenians, which is coordi-
nated and supported by Azerbaijani
authorities, necessitates substantial
security measures.

The letters also call on the OSCE
to establish an international monitoring
mechanism in the area whence the key
rivers noted originate. Otherwise, the
Artsakh people’s basic right to water —
and, as such, their very existence —
will be endangered, yet again.
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Ghazanchetsots Matters

Pre-1920 Shushi

There is a long and documented
history of Azerbaijan trying to alter or
erase traces of Armenian cultural and
religious identity within the region of
Artsakh/Nagorno Karabakh. Azerbaijan
has begun to distort the Ghazanchetsots
Cathedral in Shushi under the guise of
‘renovation’. The Armenian Council
of America grieves with the Arme-
nians of Shushi and all around the
world because this erasure is unac-
ceptable. This erasure feels like the
continuation of the genocide — a sys-
tematic wiping out of who we are from
the land that we call home.

The Armenian Council of America
recognizes and stands for Armenians
of all faiths and religious practices as
well as those of no faith or religious
practice. Within this plurality, we also
recognize the significant foundation
that Christianity and Christian practice
has been for the development, history,
culture, traditions, and identity of Ar-
menia. This is an identity that our
geographical neighbors have tried to
stamp out and erase; in their destruc-
tion of our Khachkars, their rewriting
of history to deny Armenian influence,
and their aggressive and illegal military
action against Artsakh. The Armenian
people of Shushi have been run out of
their city, their homes have been de-
stroyed by war, and their holy place is
being overtaken.

Holy places, like the Holy Savior
Cathedral (Ghazanchetsots), are sites
of worship for those who hold them
sacred. They are the places that people
go to encounter God. Entire communi-
ties gather and support one another at
these places, and they are the spaces
where individual and communal iden-
tity is formed and understood. The
attempt to destroy, control, alter, or
even erase a holy site, is an attempt to
destroy, control, alter, or erase the
worship that happens in that place —
and by extension the people who wor-
ship there and the Divine to whom they
worship. Azerbaijan’s dismantling of
Ghazanchetsots Cathedral is an asser-
tion of power over Artsakh as a whole.
To manipulate a worship space is to
try to manipulate the people who wor-
ship there — to rewrite their stories
and their understandings of themselves
and their God. This is an unacceptable
form of oppression. Article 18 of the
U.N.’s Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights states “Everyone has the
right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion; this right includes free-
dom to change his religion or belief,
and freedom, either alone or in com-
munity with others and in public or
private, to manifest his religion or

Post-1920 Shushi

belief in teaching, practice, worship
and observance.” This so-called ‘reno-
vation’ seeks to infringe upon that
right and take away the very tangible
space that has been so important to the
spiritual life of so many Armenians.

This cathedral was rebuiltin 1997
after the First Artsakh War. It has
since stood as a symbol of the libera-
tion of the city of Shushi and, as
Catholicos Karekin Il said, as a symbol
ofthe Armenian Liberation Movement.
It was the site of worship and hope
attached to the idea of the Independent
Republic of Artsakh — the symbol of
the people of Artsakh being able to live
in the land they call home as a free and
self-determined nation. It had become
apilgrimage site for Armenians all over
the world, who yearn to worship on
the physical land of their ancestors:
bearing witness to the spiritual experi-
ence of their foremothers and fathers
and with hopes of having their own
spiritual experience — one grounded
in cultural and religious history. In
dismantling this cathedral, Azerbaijan
is continuing their efforts to erase
Armenians from the land of Artsakh.
Whether by military attack or cul-
tural erasure, the ACA condemns
Azerbaijan’s attempts to distort Ar-
menian identity. And this destruc-
tion of property, adds insult to the
injury that the Armenian people still
endure in the wake of the 2020 war.
We are still awaiting the release of
ethnic Armenian prisoners of war
held captive by the Aliyev regime,
some of whom we know to be civil-
ians. The ACA demands the release
of these Armenians, who are being
held against their will, in violation of
international law, and we urge the
entire international community to do
the same.

On May 3rd, President Biden
waived the restrictions on U.S. aid to
Azerbaijan in relation to “Section 907
of the Freedom Support Act and its
renewal...which allows the U.S. to
provide military assistance to
Azerbaijan so long as the Secretary
of State certifies that such assis-
tance does not contribute to conflict
in the region.” The ACA urges Presi-
dent Biden to reinstate the restrictions
upon Azerbaijan and to put pressure on
their government to release the ethnic
Armenians that are held captive as
prisoners of war. The Armenian people
and the people of Artsakh deserve the
right to preserve our holy sites and the
right to religious freedom. The Arme-
nian people deserve to be able to en-
gage inreligious and spiritual practices
in our holy places as we see fit, with-
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Destruction and Looting of
Armenian Cemeteries in Iran

Reports from Iran
(mohabatnews.com) indicate that profi-
teers and looters have destroyed Arme-
nian cemeteries in Isfahan and Abadan in
hopes of finding antiques and valuables.

The lack of concern from govern-
ment organizations responsible for the
preservation of these cemeteries, his-
torical monuments and sites belonging
to Christians, has caused the destruction
to intensify.

The Armenian cemetery in south-
eastern Abadan inthe Shatit area near the
Arvandkenar region, where there were
about 320 tombs, were reportedly de-
stroyed by looters looking for antiques
and valuables inside the tombs.

Built during the first Pahlavi era,
the Armenian cemetery was registered
inthe National Monuments List of [ran in
2002.

IranWire news agency writes in an
exclusive report, that rumors about the
existence of antiques and precious items
have caused an influx of thieves and
severe destruction of many of these
historic cemeteries and their tombs.

According to the report, the Arme-
nian cemetery in Abadan was protected
by guards up until a few years ago, but
now, due to repeated robberies and oc-
casional clashes between smuggler
groups, the police refuse to intervene
and the cemetery has become a ruin.

Unfortunately, the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage and Tourism also has not inter-
vened in this matter. The oldest tomb
seen in this cemetery dates back to 1927.

At the same time, the “Citizen
Reporter” section of the “Me and You”
news agency released a video of the
widespread destruction of the Armenian
cemetery in the village of Hadan in the
Buin and Miandasht subdivisions of the
Isfahan province, which is in a similar
situation to the Abadan Armenian cem-
etery.

The main factor of the destruction
of Christian monuments in Iran is the
government. Destructions take place with
different motives. Some people have
religious motives, and in many cases
they destroy government organizations
and institutions and have a long history
of land grabbing. Poverty and financial
incentives and profiteering are other
causes of the destruction of historic
buildings, including the heritage of Chris-
tian monuments.

Destruction of Armenian cemeter-
iesinIsfahanand Qazvinor Kermanshah,
Ahvaz and Tehran indicate the reality
that there is little hope for the authorities
to address these cases, and if the citizens
and those who are interested in antiqui-
ties are not informed, even the news of
the destruction will not be reported in the
media.

out the interference from those who
would seek to change or alter that
practice. The survival of who we are
and how we live is at stake: this is not
just our history but it is our present
reality. We deserve the right to live and

worship in our homeland freely and in
peace.
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Bared Maronian's ""Bloodless'" Receives
Golden Palm and Best Feature Documentary
Awards at Beverly Hills Film Festival

COCONUT CREEK, FL -
Bloodless: The Path to Democracy
documentary feature film snatched two
of the top awards at the prestigious
21st Beverly Hills Film Festival-The
Golden Palm Award and Best Feature
Documentary award—during the May
2nd Awards Ceremony, held virtually
due to the pandemic. The Feature Docu-
mentary film, Bloodless, by four-time
regional Emmy award- winning docu-
mentary filmmaker, Bared Maronian,
captures the non-violent civil disobe-
dience protests and social media cam-
paigns during Armenia’s 2018 velvet
revolution when opposition leader,
Nikol Pashinyan overthrew the de-
cades-long, corrupt oligarchy power.
The documentary, written by Bared
Maronian and Silva Basmajian, and
produced by Seda Grigoryan, Silva
Basmajian, Bardig Kouyoumdjian and
Bared Maronian.

“We are humbled that the jury,
comprising Oscar winning industry
professionals and industry leaders,
extended high praise and selected Blood-
less as the recipient of the Festival's
top awards out of the 150 films,” said
filmmaker Bared Maronian, founder of
Armenoid Productions, receiving news
of the wins at Beverly Hills Film Festi-
val.

The Best Feature Documentary
Award to Bloodless was presented
midway through the virtual awards
ceremony by a panel of six film indus-

try professionals. The Golden Palm
Award—the annual Festival’s most
prestigious award—was presented to
Bloodless by Nino Simone, Founder
and President of the Beverly Hills Film
Festival. The 21st annual event, held
virtually April 28 through May 2 due to
the pandemic, livestreamed 150 non-
studio films as part of its official global
selections during the virtual Festival.
The annual live event usually draws
over 40,000 attendees.

The annual International Beverly
Hills Film Festival was founded in
2001 by award-winning independent
filmmaker Nino Simone. Designed to
bridge the world of premiere indepen-
dent cinema with Hollywood, the fes-
tival hosts online screenings, network-
ing events and industry seminars.

Armenoid Productions is a multi
award-winning international film/TV
production team with over two de-
cades of experience in producing all
genres of visual story telling from
inception to completion with an em-
phasis on documentary filmmaking and
a focus on human interest, human
rights and social injustices. Armenoid
Productions works in collaborations
with the non-profit Cultural Impact
Foundation, Inc., which helps advance
and support multi-media projects that
recognize and celebrate human be-
nevolence and ingenuity, and help eradi-
cate prejudice, discrimination, and
other social injustices.

Lavrov Says Russia Will Spare No Effort

Continued frompage 1

conflict period,” added Lavrov.

Speaking at a joint news confer-
ence with Lavrov, Ayvazian reiterated
the official Armenian line that the con-
flict cannot be deemed resolved until
the conflicting parties agree on
Karabakh’s status, the main bone of
contention.

“The principles of settlement have
been worked out by the co-chairman-
ship of the OSCE Minsk Group, and
we are interested in the farther
strengthening of that format,” he added.

“The Armenian side shares the
joint position ofthe OSCE Minsk Group
co-chairing countries that special at-
tention should be paid to achieving a
final, comprehensive and sustainable
settlement on the basis of the prin-
ciples and elements well-known to the
parties, “acting Minister Aivazian
stated.

Meeting with PM Pashinyan later
on Thursday, Lavrov said Russia will
spare no effort to secure the release of
the remaining Armenian prisoners. “We
are confident that we will manage to
solve this issue soon,” he said.

Armenia's COVID-19 Vaccination Pace

Continued frompage 1

available to all adults willing to take it
while Sputnik V is administered only to
frontline workers and chronically ill
persons under the age of 55.
Armenia also received on May 1

100,000 doses of the CoronaVac vac-
cine donated by China. In Avanesyan’s
words, the health authorities started
on Monday distributing them to
policlinics across the country in prepa-
ration for their use.

The minister also revealed that
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Armenian American Museum Announces
Groundbreaking Ceremony on July 11

ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

GROUNDBREAKING
CEREMONY

JULY

GLENDALE - The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Center
of California has announced that the
historic Groundbreaking Ceremony of
the highly anticipated landmark center
will be held on Sunday, July 11, 2021
from 4:00PM to 7:00PM.

The Groundbreaking Ceremony
will mark a major milestone for the
community that has been years in the
making, bringing together supporters,
community leaders, and public offi-
cials from across the country and
around the world in celebration and
support of the cultural and educational
center.

The signature event of the year
will be hosted as a virtual ceremony
and live broadcast to a worldwide au-
dience from the future site of the mu-
seum at Central Park in Glendale, Cali-
fornia.

Museum officials invite the pub-
lic to participate in the historic event by
watching the ceremony via television,
social media, and streaming channels.

The event will have a limited num-
ber of in-person participants based on
current public health guidelines. Addi-
tional details will be announced as pub-
lic health guidelines for outdoor gath-
erings are anticipated to be updated in
the coming weeks.

“We are truly excited to announce
the historic Groundbreaking Ceremony
of the Armenian American Museum on
July 11,” stated Executive Chairman
Berdj Karapetian. “We look forward to
celebrating the momentous milestone
with our supporters from across the

A
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country and around the world as the
cultural and educational center offi-
cially begins construction.”

The Armenian American Museum
was born in 2014 when the Armenian
Genocide Centennial Committee West-
ern USA officially adopted the mu-
seum as its landmark project to honor
the memory of the 1.5 million martyrs
who perished in the Armenian Geno-
cide and to help build and define the
next centennial of the community as a
message of strength, perseverance,
and hope for future generations.

The Armenian American Museum
will rise to a two-level 50,820 square
foot museum complex built on a one-
level semi-subterranean parking ga-
rage. The first level will feature the
grand lobby, auditorium, learning cen-
ter, demonstration kitchen, gift shop,
and administrative offices. The sec-
ond level will be dedicated to the per-
manent and temporary exhibition gal-
leries as well as the collections ar-
chives.

The cultural and educational
center’s programming plans include
producing and hosting powerful,
immersive, and thought-provoking per-
manent and temporary exhibitions, lead-
ing meaningful dialogues and discus-
sions through engaging public pro-
grams, providing educational programs
for adults, youth, kids, and families,
preserving Armenian heritage through
the museum’s collections and archives,
and serving as an iconic venue for
memorable experiences, gatherings,
and celebrations.

Latvia Officialy Recognizes

Continued frompage 1

The declaration respects the
memory of all the victims of the Arme-
nian Genocide, pays tribute to all the
survivors, affirms that open discus-
sions on historical issues are inextrica-
bly linked to the development of a
healthy, mature democracy.

The Seima calls on the interna-
tional community “to assess these his-
toric events, to look to the future we
want to build, without violence, intol-
erance, a future where human rights
are respected, where everyone can be
free, safe and secure.”

Ambassador Mkrtchyan, hailed
the development and thanked Latvian
lawmakers for “addressing this issue
extremely important for the Armenian
people.”

“What was hard to imagine years
ago becameareality today,” Mkrtchyan
wrote on his Facebook page.

Predictably, the Latvian resolu-
tion was condemned by Turkey, which
continues to strongly a deny a pre-
meditated government effort to exter-
minate the Ottoman Empire’s Arme-
nian population. The Turkish Foreign
Ministry said it is devoid of “any legal
basis.”

the Armenian government is now ne-
gotiating with the U.S. company
Novavax on the purchase of its
coronavirus vaccine. She did not
specify the possible volume and
timeframes of its delivery.

Armenia faced earlier this year a

third wave of coronavirus infections
blamed by health experts on the au-
thorities’ failure to enforce their sani-
tary safety rules. Despite the continu-
ing lack of such enforcement, the daily
number of new cases has fallen for the
last two weeks.
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