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PM Pashinyan.

Our Position is Clear Azerbaijani Forces Must
Leave the Territory of Armenia

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan told a Security Coun-
cil meeting late on Sunday that tension
was still growing in some parts of the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border.

His statement came after reports
that Azerbaijani troops that had earlier
advanced several kilometers into the
territory of Armenia near Sev Lich
(Black Lake) area in Syunik region
agreed to retreat to their previous po-
sitions after talks mediated by the com-
mander of the Russian peacekeeping
contingent deployed in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

According to the government
press office, the Sunday meeting dis-
cussed the course of negotiations to
resolve the border crisis and to identify
the steps which are necessary to en-
sure the inviolability of the sovereign

territory of Armenia.

“The negotiations will continue
on Wednesday,” Pashinyan said. “The
negotiations have one theme:
Azerbaijani troops must leave Arme-
nian territory.”

According to Pashinyan, Arme-
nia must exploit political means to end
the standoff. He added that if political
means fail to produce result, then mili-
tary-political mechanisms should be
involved.

“There have been no major mili-
tary-political changes: some groups
have left, but the situation has not
changed. This means that we must
continue to use the CSTO mecha-
nisms... Our position is clear:
Azerbaijani servicemen must leave the

Continued onpage 4

All Former Presidents to Participate in the
Upcoming Parliamentary Elections

YEREVAN — The opposition
parties led by former President Serzh
Sarkisian and former National Secu-
rity Service (NSS) Director Artur
Vanetsyan have officially joined forces
to participate in Armenia’s parliamen-
tary elections scheduled for June 20.

The two men presided at the
weekend over the signing of a memo-
randum on the creation of their elec-
toral alliance comprising their Repub-
lican (HHK) and Fatherland parties.
They said the alliance named Pativ
Unem (I Have the Honor) will strive to
oust Armenia’s current government
blamed by them for what they see as
existential threats facing the country
after last year’s war with Azerbaijan.

“We will remove and hold ac-
countable the capitulators who have
discredited and humiliated our state
and knelt before the enemy and will
stop the decline of the state,” Sarkisian
declared in a speech delivered during
the signing ceremony.

“We need to realize that we are
faced with a real threat of losing state-

hood and even being wiped out,”
Vanetsyan said for his part.

The ex-president stressed that
“there will be no return to the past” if
the new bloc succeeds in coming to
power. He also seemed to admit that
the two parties alone cannot unseat the
current government, saying that re-
gime change requires the consolida-
tion of “all healthy forces.”

Former President Robert Kocha-
rian, who handed over power to
Sarkisian in 2008, leads another bloc
comprising two opposition parties.
He has said that it will be Pashinyan’s
main election challenger.

On Sunday, First President of
Armenia Levon Ter-Petrosian also sig-
naled his plans to participate in the
upcoming parliamentary elections de-
spite his failure to form an alliance
with Armenia’s two other ex-presi-
dents.

Ter-Petrosian’s Armenian Na-
tional Congress (HAK) party held a

Continued onpage 4

U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan:
Azerbaijani Troops Movement Inside

Armenia Unacceptable and Must Be
Withdrawn

WASHINGTON, DC-- U.S. Na-
tional Security Adviser Jake Sullivan
said the leaders of Armenia and
Azerbaijan are committed to resolving
an ongoing border dispute between
their countries peacefully after speak-
ing with them by phone late on Mon-
day.

Sullivan phoned Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan and
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev
after Yerevan warned of “unpredict-
able consequences” of the military
standoff at some sections of the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani border.

A spokeswoman for the U.S.
National Security Council, Emily
Horne, said he told Aliyev and
Pashinyan that “military movements
near un-demarcated borders are irre-
sponsible and provocative.”

“He welcomed the ongoing com-
munication between the two sides and
both leaders’ commitment to resolving
this issue peacefully,” Horne added in
a statement.

Sullivan likewise tweeted that he
hailed their “commitment to peaceful

resolution of border tensions through
dialogue.” He gave no other details of
his phone conversations.

The U.S. State Department on
Friday urged Baku to immediately “pull
back all forces” that advanced several
kilometers into Armenian territory on
May 12.

“Military movements in disputed

Continued onpage 4

Redrawing of Armenia’s Borders
Unacceptable to Iran
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Official publication

TEHRAN -- A senior Iranian of-
ficial reportedly voiced strong support
for Armenia’s territorial integrity when
he commented on the continuing mili-
tary standoff on its border with
Azerbaijan.

“The position of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran is very clear, unequivo-
cal andresolute: the territorial integrity
of the regional states must be pre-
served,” Mojtaba Zolnour, the chair-
man of the Iranian parliament’s com-
mittee on national security and foreign
policy, told the Russian Sputnik news
agency.

“It would be unacceptable for us
if they took away a part of Armenian
territory and changed our borders.
That is, if we had a new neighbor. The
existing borders must be fully pro-
tected and Iran’s border with Armenia

must be preserved,” said the conser-
vative politician who previously served
as Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei’s representative to Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.

Armenia’s southeastern Syunik
province bordering Iranand Azerbaijan
is the epicenter of the standoff that
began after Azerbaijani troops report-
edly advanced several kilometers into
Armenian territory on May 12.

Armenia has condemned the
Azerbaijani troop movements as a vio-
lation of its territorial integrity and
asked Russia and the Russian-led Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization
for military support.

Meeting with Iran’s Minister of
Roads and Urban Development

Continued onpage 4
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Chairman Menendez: Azerbaijan Must
Respect Armenia’s Sovereignty

WASHINGTON, DC-U.S. Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee Chair-
man Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) issued
the following statement in reaction to
reports of Azerbaijan’s violation of
international law with an illegal incur-
sion into Armenia’s Syunik province:

“The violation of Armenia’s sov-
ereign territory by Azerbaijani troops
is a dangerous and illegal act of ag-
gression that underscores the sus-
tained threat that the Armenian people
continue to face. After my conversa-
tion with Armenia’s Ambassador to
the U.S. earlier today, it is clear that
the United States, and the international
community as a whole, must respond
strongly to this incursion so Azerbaijan
understands it will face serious con-
sequences for its malign activities.

“When Azerbaijan attacked the
Armenian people last fall, the previous
Administration failed to engage and
left the door open for dictators like
Aliyev, Erdogan, and Putin to decide
the fate of the Armenian people. That
cannot happen again. I urge the Biden
Administration to engage on this issue
at the highest levels to make clear that
Azerbaijan must respect Armenia’s sov-
ereignty and that further threats and

aggressions are simply unacceptable.”

“We appreciate Congressional
leaders like Chairman Menendez who
have what it takes to stand up to
Azerbaijan and their petro-terror state.
Given Baku’s continued violation of
international law and the recent incur-
sion into Armenia’s Syunik province,
the United States must condemn
Azerbaijan’s actions and Congress must
enforce Section 907 restrictions block-
ingall U.S. military aidto Azerbaijan.”
stated Taniel Koushakjian, Armenian
Council of America’s Washington D.C.
representative.

Palestine Urges Erdogan
Not to Draw Parallels Between Israeli-
Palestinian Tensions and Karabakh

MOSCOW — “Palestine urges
the Turkish president not to draw par-
allels between the recent Israeli-Pales-
tinian tension and Nagorno-Karabakh,”
+ Ambassador to Russia Abdel Hafiz
Nofal told TASS.

“We appreciate the Turkish
President’s statements on Jerusalem,
the Palestinian issue and support for
Palestine. But we did not want to
confuse this issue with the Karabakh
issue. “We have excellent relations

with both Armenia and Azerbaijan, as
well as good relations with Turkey,”
he said.

Last weekend, the Turkish presi-
dent promised to support the Palestin-
ians as he had supported Azerbaijan in
the recent Karabakh war. Recep Tayyip
Erdogan had a conversation with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin, propos-
ing to send an international peacekeep-
ing force to the region to protect the
Palestinians.

Armenian Priest Injured in Attack by Jewish
Youth in Jerusalem
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JERUSALEM -- The Armenian
Patriarchate of Jerusalem has strongly
condemned the attack by Jewish youths
on Rev. Fr. Arbak Sarukhanyan on his
way to the Church of the Holy Sepul-
cher in Jerusalem.

Fr. Hovnan Baghdasaryan, Chan-
cellor at Armenian Patriarchate of
Jerusalem says Father Arbak was in-
jured in the attack. He was rushed to
hospital and was discharged after re-

ceiving the necessary treatment.

The Patriarchate lodged a for-
mal complaint with the police, after
which three of the attackers were
arrested.

The Patriarchate demands that
the police conduct a fair investigation
and punish the perpetrators in compli-
ance with the law, in order to avoid a
recurrence of such incidents in the
future.

May 22, 2021

Armenian Central Election Commission Sets
Timetable for Snap Parliamentary Elections

YEREVAN — Armenia’s Central
Election Commission (CEC) began on
Tuesday preparations for early parlia-
mentary elections one day after they
were officially scheduled for June 20.

President Armen Sarkissian set
the date in a decree signed just hours
after the Armenian parliament voted to
dissolve itselfin line with an agreement
reached by its opposition minority and
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

The CEC approved a timetable of
measures needed to prepare for and
hold the polls. In particular, it was
decided that campaigning for them will
officially start on June 7 and last for
only 12 days.

The CEC chairman, Tigran
Mukuchyan, told reporters that as was
the case during the last two parliamen-
tary elections held in 2018 and 2017
video cameras will be installed in most
of the 2,000 or so polling stations
across Armenia. They will film voting
and ballot counting for the purpose of
reducing the risk of vote irregularities.

The deadline for the submission
of documents by political parties or
blocs seeking to enter the parliamen-

tary race was set for May 26. The CEC
is due to complete the formation of
electoral districts by that day.

“Along with the registration docu-
ments, parties and election blocs can
submit applications for placing cam-
paign posters on billboards with an
area of more than 5 square meters. The
deadline for submitting applications is
June 5,” said the head of the CEC.

Eligible voters who are not regis-
tered in Armenia can submit applica-
tions for temporary inclusion in the
voter lists for participation in the elec-
tions until June 10. Electronic voting
starts on June 11 and ends on June 13.

Civil Contract and the two oppo-
sition parties represented in the cur-
rent legislature have made clear that
they will participate in the elections on
their own.

Other opposition forces and lead-
ers have set up at least two electoral
alliances. One of them is led by former
President Robert Kocharian while an-
other comprises former President
Serzh Sarkisian’s Republican Party of
Armenia.

Armenia’s COVID-19 Vaccination Pace

Moving Very Slowly

YEREVAN — Health authorities
could take one year to vaccinate the
majority of Armenians against the
coronavirus, according to Health Min-
ister Anahit Avanesyan.

Avanesyan said that only about
20,000 people making up 0.6 percent
of Armenia’s population received a
first vaccine dose as of Monday.

“This figure is definitely not sat-
isfactory and we are trying to in-
crease the pace [of vaccinations,]”
she said, answering questions from
Facebook users at the RFE/RL studio
in Yerevan.

Asked when the country could
achieve herd immunity against COVID-
19 at this rate, she said: “We will
probably need one year to reach the
threshold where we can bid farewell to
COVID-19.”

“Of course, that depends on a
number of factors. We cannot say
how many people will be applying [for
vaccine shots] in the next one or two
months. We are doing everything to
make vaccination accessible,” added
the minister.

The vaccination campaign was
launched on April 13 weeks after Ar-
menia received a total of 67,000 doses

of the AstraZeneca and Sputnik V vac-
cines. The AstraZeneca jab was made
available to all adults willing to take it
while Sputnik V is administered only to
frontline workers and chronically ill
persons under the age of 55.

Armenia also received on May 1
100,000 doses of the CoronaVac vac-
cine donated by China. In Avanesyan’s
words, the health authorities started
on Monday distributing them to poly-
clinics across the country in prepara-
tion for their use.

A second batch of 50,000 dozes
of AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccines was
imported to Armenia, this week.

The minister also revealed that
the Armenian government is now ne-
gotiating with the U.S. company
Novavax on the purchase of its
coronavirus vaccine. She did not
specify the possible volume and time-
frames of its delivery.

Armenia faced earlier this year a
third wave of coronavirus infections
blamed by health experts on the au-
thorities’ failure to enforce their sani-
tary safety rules. Despite the continu-
ing lack of such enforcement, the daily
number of new cases has fallen for the
last two weeks.
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US Commission on International Religious
Freedom Report: Azerbaijan and Turkey
Desecrate Armenian Religious Sites

WASHINGTON, DC -- Viola-
tions of religious freedom and des-
ecration of religious sites by Azerbaijan
and Turkey, particularly relative to the
Armenian people, were highlighted in
the 2020 International Religious Free-
dom Report, released on Wednesday,
May 12, 2021 by the United States
Commission on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF), reported the Ar-
menian Assembly of America

"Our promise to the world is that
the Biden-Harris Administration will
protect religious freedom around the
world and combat all forms of reli-
gious discrimination," said Secretary
of State Antony J. Blinken.

The 108-page report recom-
mended placing both Azerbaijan and
Turkey on the "USCIRF Special Watch
List" on account of egregious viola-
tions ofreligious freedom in both coun-
tries, including "recent violations com-
mitted amid renewed conflict over
Nagorno-Karabakh and surrounding
territories."

In the section on Azerbaijan,
the report detailed findings in the
context of active fighting over
Nagorno-Karabakh in late Septem-
ber 2020 that "prompted serious con-
cerns about the preservation of Ar-
menian places of worship and other
religious sites in those areas," in-
cluding the Ghazanchetsots Cathe-
dral in Shushi, which was "targeted
and shelled" by Azerbaijani forces
two times, "resulting in extensive
damage to that building and possibly
constituting a war crime."

Despite the November 2020
ceasefire agreement, the report stated
that the "recent vandalization and de-
struction of Armenian cemeteries and
gravestones" by Azerbaijanwere docu-
mented by media outlets.

Recommendations to the U.S.
Government by the USCIRF include,
among others, adding Azerbaijan on
the U.S. Department of State's Special
Watch List for engaging in or tolerat-
ing severe violations of religious free-
dom pursuant to the International Re-
ligious Freedom Act (IRFA), and for
the U.S. Congress to hold public hear-
ings to investigate Azerbaijan's reli-
gious freedom and broader human
rights abuses.

Key findings in Turkey regard-
ing religious freedom conditions
"continued to follow a troubling tra-
jectory," according to the report.
Religious sites, including places of
worship and cemeteries, were "sub-
ject to vandalism, damage, and, in
some cases, destruction, which the
government regularly fails to pre-
vent or punish."

The report specifically cited two
incidents in May 2020, in which "an
individual attempted to set fire to an
Armenian church" and another "scaled
the gate of another Armenian church
and tore down its cross."

USCIRF recommendations in-
cluded adding Turkey on the U.S.
Department of State's Special Watch
List for engaging in or tolerating se-
vere violations of religious freedom
pursuant to the International Religious

UMITED STATES COMMISSHOM OMN

INTERNATIONAL

RELIGIOUS
FREEDOM

ANMNUAL REPORT 2021

T
B, 9
nitith

] IR
S GEIE Y TEREET SRl of Wi e

ENTRCMIEN
]

WWW UECIRF.Q0W

Freedom Act (IRFA), requiring a thor-
ough review regarding the inclusion of
objects that constitute the religious
and cultural heritage of religious and
ethnic minority communities - previ-
ously or currently residing within the
territory of the Republic of Turkey - in
any designated list of materials subject
to import restrictions under a bilateral
cultural property agreement between
the United States and Turkey, and
supporting cultural and educational
exchanges that highlight the histories
and contributions of those communi-
ties. In addition, recommendations
called for the U.S. Congress to incor-
porate consideration of Turkey’s treat-
ment of religious minorities and broader
human rights issues into its continued
evaluation of the U.S.-Turkey bilateral
relationship.

Speaking during the U.S. De-
partment of State press conference,
Secretary Blinken stated that "reli-
gious freedom is a human right" and
noted that the report, which details
the status of religious freedom in
almost 200 countries and territories,
"reflects the collective effort of hun-
dreds of American diplomats around
the world."

Secretary Blinken remarked that
the document, which underscores U.S.
actions to support religious freedom
worldwide, reflects on religious free-
dom as a "key element of an open and
stable society."

"Whenever human rights are de-
nied, it ignites tension and it breeds
division," he continued. He noted
that religious freedom is a right that
is still out of reach for a number of
countries.

"We remain deeply concerned
about the plight of minority commu-
nities within Turkey as well as
Azerbaijan's ongoing destruction of
Armenian cultural and religious heri-
tage sites, including reports that
Azerbaijan is using Armenian grave-
stones to build roads," said Assem-
bly Executive Director Bryan
Ardouny. "In addition, we urge the
Administration and Congress to take
swift action regarding Azerbaijan's
ongoing aggression against the Ar-
menian people, including the news
today that Azerbaijan violated
Armenia's southeastern border when
its forces advanced several miles
into Armenia's Province of Syunik,"
Ardouny concluded.
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Azerbaijan’s Failure to Release POWS a
Source of Grave Concern
Armenian Envoy Tells UN

| A
NEW YORK -- Addressing and
countering hate speech remain crucial
priorities in delivering on the genocide
prevention agenda, Armenia’s Perma-
nent Representative to the UN Mher
Margaryan said at the UNGA plenary
meeting on the Responsibility to Pro-
tect and the prevention of genocide,
war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes
against humanity.

“Incitement to hatred and hate
crimes, denial, justification or glorifi-
cation of past crimes, along with in-
stances of racial and ethnic profiling
constitute the detectable early warning
signs, which, if unaddressed, can lead
to further violence and atrocities,” he
said, reminding that Armenia has wel-
comed the UN Strategy and Plan of
Action on Hate Speech, which, as the
Secretary-General has succinctly put
it in his foreword, represents “a men-
ace to democratic values, social stabil-
ity and peace”.

“Today, there is a growing, ur-
gent need to step up collective efforts
to fight racism, discrimination and
xenophobia, which so often represent
the root causes of atrocity crimes.
Armenia has consistently raised its
voice against the immense sufferings
and mass atrocities perpetrated against
ethnic and religious minorities. The
continuous, systematic human rights
violations, crimes on ethnic and religious
grounds in the context of situations of
humanitarian crisis require stronger en-
gagement of the international commu-
nity, including the human rights and
preventive machinery of the UN sys-
tem,” Amb. Margaryan said.

He noted that fostering interna-
tional cooperation for prevention of
mass atrocities and the further devel-
opment of national and international
early warning mechanisms are impor-
tant priorities of Armenia’s engage-
ment within the United Nations.

“Armenia, whose people have un-
dergone through the horrors of Geno-
cide in the early 20th century, will con-
tinue to support strong focus on the
early action to prevent situations, which
can result in crises and atrocity crimes,”
Mher Margaryan stated,

“As the main sponsor of the UN
General Assembly resolution institut-
ing the International Day of the 9th
December as the Day of Commemora-
tion and Dignity of the Victims of the
Crime of Genocide and of the Preven-
tion of this Crime, Armenia is fully

committed to strengthening this im-
portant platform, most notably,
through thematic events aimed at fos-
tering cooperation for prevention of
atrocity crimes and the further devel-
opment of national and international
early warning mechanisms,” he added.

“In our part of the world, the
brutal, large-scale violence unleashed
amidst the global pandemic in an at-
tempt to resolve the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict by force led to the most in-
tense and destructive escalation in the
region since 1990s, putting the lives of
thousands of civilians and the ancient
Armenian Christian heritage under ex-
istential threat,” Mr. Margaryan said.

“Time and again, Armenia alerted
the international community about the
dangerously mounting level of hate
speech and racist rhetoric dominating
the political discourse in Azerbaijan,
which constitutes all elements of in-
citement to violence against ethnic
Armenians and represents a significant
indicator of risk of atrocity crimes,”
he noted.

“Azerbaijan’s continued failure
to release the numerous prisoners of
war and civilian hostages who are still
being held in captivity, contrary to the
international humanitarian law, the
ongoing provocations by way of in-
cursions into the territory of Armenia,
as well as the wide-spread state-led
campaign of dehumanization of Arme-
nians, such as, for example, the re-
cently opened “military trophy park”,
which has already been named as “na-
tional hatred theme park” by the inter-
national media, come to manifest that
the genocidal ideology does not merely
belong to history. This is a source of
grave concern that needs to be prop-
erly identified and acknowledged to
prevent further atrocities,” he stressed.

The envoy stressed that Armenia
condemns such actions in the stron-
gest terms and views them as an af-
front to the values, ideals and prin-
ciples of the United Nations, including
the collective commitment to prevent
and punish crimes that “deeply shock
the conscience of humanity”.

“Armenia remains strongly com-
mitted to advancing prevention agenda
and shares the view that accountability
for atrocity crimes prevention can be
strengthened by open reflection and in-
clusive dialogue, with civil society, free
media and academia playing a key role in
this regard,” the Ambassador added.
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Panel Discussion:

Massis Weekly

“Back to the Ballot Box: The June Elections
in Armenia and the Stakes for Statehood”

BELMONT, MA -- The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) / Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation Series on Con-
temporary Armenian Issues will
present an online panel entitled “Back
to the Ballot Box: The June Elections
in Armenia and the Stakes for State-
hood,” with Nerses Kopalyan, Harout
Manougian, and Anna Ohanyan, on
Saturday, May 22, 2021, at 1:00 pm
(Eastern). The program will be ac-
cessible live on Zoom (registration
required) and on NAASR’s YouTube
Channel.

On April 25, 2021, Nikol
Pashinyan formally tendered his res-
ignation as Prime Minister and an-
nounced that he would seek re-elec-
tion through an early parliamentary
election. It was almost 3 years to the
day after the dramatic resignation of
Serge Sargsyan which catapulted
Pashinyan to power in the culmination

of the Velvet Revolution. In the wake
of the catastrophic 44-day war of fall
2020 and mounting political tensions,
much is at stake in the June 20 elec-

tions. This special panel discussion
with three distinguished experts will
analyze how we got here, what may lie
ahead, and what it means for Armenian
statehood.

The featured panelists will be Dr.
Nerses Kopalyan, Assistant Professor-
in-Residence of Political Science, Uni-
versity of Nevada, Las Vegas; Harout
Manougian, elections expert currently
based in Yerevan and a contributing
writer for EVN Report; and Dr. Anna
Ohanyan, Richard B. Finnegan Distin-
guished Professor of Political Science
& International Relations at Stonehill
College. Marc A. Mamigonian, Direc-
tor of Academic Affairs, NAASR, will
serve as moderator.

For more information contact
NAASR at hg@naasr.org.

Our Position is Clear

Continued frompage 1

territory of the Republic of Armenia,”
he said.

“This means that we must con-
tinue to activate mechanisms of the
Collective Security Treaty Organiza-
tion (CSTO) and continue to work on
activating Russian-Armenian allied
mechanisms,” he said.

Speaking about border demarca-
tions Pashinyan said. “The processes
of opening the communication routes
and adjusting the borders are as neces-
sary for Azerbaijan as for the Republic
of Armenia. And in terms of adjusting
the borders, there is a subtlety. In
recent days, Azerbaijani propaganda
has been trying to promote the idea
that the border adjustment process
should take place in a bilateral format.

This cannot happen for the simple
reason that Armenia and Azerbaijan, in
fact, have no relations with each other.
And just like the process of opening
communications, the adjustment of
borders should take place in a tripartite
format, and agreements on this have
been reached several times, and the
violation or disruption of those agree-
ments is, in my opinion, the reason for
the actions of the Azerbaijani armed
forces and the military-political leader-
ship of Azerbaijan.”

Shortly after the Security Coun-
cil meeting Pashinyan wrote on his
Facebook page that tensions at “some
portions” of the Armenian-Azerbaijani
frontier have risen in the last few hours
due to increased “aggressiveness of
Azerbaijani forces.” He did not elabo-
rate.

Redrawing of Armenia’s Borders Unacceptable

Continued frompage 1

Mohammad Eslami on Monday, the
Armenian ambassador in Tehran,
Artashes Tumanyan, said Yerevan also
counts on the Islamic Republic’s sup-
port in the border standoff.
According to the Armenian Em-
bassy in Iran, Eslami reaffirmed his
country’s support for Armenia’s territo-

rial integrity. In that context, he assured
Tumanyan that Tehran remains com-
mitted to the idea of creating a “transport
corridor” that would connect Iran’s
Persian Gulf ports to the Black Sea
through Armenia and Georgia.

During a March visit to Yerevan,
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif described Armenia’s terri-
torial integrity as a “red line” for Iran.
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“Heart Flow: Spiritual Abstractions”
Art Exhibit by Vazken Kalayjian

Heart

I ' SPIRITUAL ABSTRACTIONS
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YEREVAN — In the middle of a
war, New Y ork artist moves his entire
studio to Yerevan. Key works from his
collection premier at Latitude Gallery
this month.

“Heart Flow: Spiritual Abstrac-
tions” features over 40 artworks by
artist Vazken Kalayjian at Yerevan’s
newest gallery in Vahakni, Latitude.
When Kalayjian last exhibited in Arme-
nia, the country was building itself up
after the dark years of the 90s; 20
years later, Armenia is again in a state
of rebuilding, and Kalayjian shares a
message of hope.

“These hardships have forced
us to reexamine ourselves — who we
are now and where we want to be.
We have to dig deep inside ourselves
and stay vigilant. ‘Heart Flow’ is
about being awake and aware in the
moment so that we can seed the
future.”

This is the largest and most com-
prehensive show of Kalayjian’s art to-
date, featuring key works from his 30

ES XSS BE TR INO NN

May 16-June 2, 2021

Opening Event: May 16, 15:00 - 21:00
LATITUDE Art Space, Yahakni
FB/IG: @latitudeyerevan @haypinsitu

year artistic career. Despite the hard-
ships that the recent war and pandemic
brought about, the artist recently relo-
cated permanently to Armenia with his
wife.

“The future is uncertain, but then
again, that’s true no matter where you
are. Now more than ever is the time for
togetherness and creativity. The old
paradigms don’t work anymore, we
have to reinvent them.”

Kalayjjian’s last Armenia show
was in 2005 at the National Gallery.
Since then, he has actively shown in
art spaces throughout the New En-
gland area, including Kaleidoscope
gallery (New York, NY) and Read’s
Art Space (Bridgeport, CT).

“Heart Flow” exhibits vibrant,
bold artworks that are rooted in the
artist’s spirituality: a personal philoso-
phy that combines Christian, Shaman-
istic, and Zen learnings. The works are
soulful and introspective, and invite
the viewer to dare to be optimistic for
the future.

All Former Presidents to Participate

Continued frompage 1

congress in Yerevan to formulate a
position on the elections slated for
June 20. HAK representatives said the
final decision will be made this week
by a new party board chosen by the
delegates.

“If the board decides to partici-
pate in the elections ... then it’s clear
that the duty to top the Congress’s
electoral list will be imposed on me,”
Ter-Petrosian said in a speech at the

congress.

“It’s going to be difficult but the
truth is that the Congress’s presence
in the [new] parliament is necessary
not least for ensuring ... that the lan-
tern of reason is not extinguished in the
atmosphere of widespread cacophony,”
he said.

He said the HAK’s key objective
is to scuttle Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan’s reelection and at the same
time prevent former President Robert
Kocharian from returning to power.

U.S. National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan

Continued frompage 1

territories are irresponsible and also
provocative,” said the State Depart-
ment official, adding that demarcation
issues should be resolved through ne-
gotiations and discussions.

State Department spokesman Ned
Price called on the parties to show
restraint, urging them to resolve dif-
ferences only through diplomacy.

According to the Armenian
government’s readout of Pashinyan’s
call with Sullivan, President Joe Biden’s
top adviser “considered unacceptable
the movements carried out by
Azerbaijani troops inside Armenia’s
state borders” and said he will demand
their withdrawal.

“Adviser Sullivan praised the re-
straint shown by the Armenian side in
the current situation and its steps aimed
at settling issues through diplomatic
means,” said the statement.

For its part, Aliyev was reported
to criticize Yerevan’s “disproportion-
ate” reaction to the border incidents and
“attempts to internationalize the issue.”
He also welcomed Sullivan’s calls for
Armeniaand Azerbaijanto start talks on
demarcating their border.

Pashinian said on Monday that
the border demarcation and delimita-
tion must be carried out in a “trilateral
format” involving Russia. He said this
would be in line with Russian-brokered
agreements that stopped last year’s
war in Nagorno-Karabakh.
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