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Armenia and Azerbaijan are Close to Signing
a Border Demarcation Agreement

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan confirmed on Thurs-
day that Armenia and Azerbaijan are
close to signing a Russian-brokered
agreement on the demarcation of their
border. The document calls for the
creation of an Armenian-Azerbaijani
commission on border delimitation and
demarcation.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said Moscow has proposed
that the two sides set up a commission
on the delimitation and demarcation of
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border and
expressed readiness to participate in
its activities as a “consultant or media-
tor.”

“The solutions, preliminary
agreements that have been reached
with our international partners corre-
spond to Armenia’s national interests
by 100 percent ... Andyes, if Azerbaijan
implements those understandings on
the conditions that we’ve discussed, I

will sign that paper,” Pashinyan said
speaking at a weekly cabinet meeting
in Yerevan.

Pashinyan accused opposition
critics of distorting the essence of the
draft deal. This is why the publicized
segment of the leaked document was
mostly blacked out, he said, branding
his detractors “agents of Azerbaijan’s
information warfare.”

Addressing a special session of
the National Assembly on the same
day, Pashinyan said that the position of
the Armenian side remains the same —
the armed forces of Azerbaijan must
withdraw from the territory of Arme-
nia without preconditions

The government did not consider
it correct to publish the working docu-
ment that is still under discussion. ”But
since it has been published by the
opposition, I can say that yes, it’s the

Continued on page 2

European Parliament Calls on Turkey to
Recognize the Armenian Genocide,
Condemns Role in the Karabakh Conflict

BRUSSELS — The European
Parliament has called on Turkey to
recognize the Armenian Genocide in
the Ottoman Empire, which will pave
the way for reconciliation between the
two peoples. The resolution also urges
Turkey to refrain from anti-Armenian
propaganda and hate speech.

The resolution-report was ap-
proved by the European Parliament at
a plenary session in Brussels on
Wednesday. 480 deputies voted for
this report, 64 against, and 150 ab-
stained.

The report also reflects on
Turkey’s negative role in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

The fact that Turkey decided to
unconditionally support Azerbaijan’s
military operations and contributed
to its continuation instead of making
calls for stopping the military opera-
tions and resuming peace talks under
the auspices of the OSCE Minsk

Group Co-chairs’ format was con-
demned.

The fact that Turkey sent Syrian
and other mercenaries to Nagorno
Karabakh, which has been confirmed
by the OSCE Minsk Group Co-chair
countries is condemned.

The report calls on the Turkish
government to defend ethnic and reli-
gious minorities living in Turkey, in-
cluding the rights of citizens and Chris-
tians of Armenian origin and immedi-
ately pass ant-discrimination laws.

EU and EU member countries are
urged to investigate “Grey wolves”
extremist movement in the EU and
include it in the list of terrorist organi-
zation and ban the activities of its
branches in the EU member states, as
well as to attentively monitor their
activities and countermeasure their
possible actions which are mainly a
threat for the citizens of Armenian,
Kurdish or Greek origin.

House Members Raise Concerns
Over Section 907 Waiver

WASHINGTON, DC -- Biparti-
san co-chairs of the Congressional
Caucus on Armenian Issues, U.S. Rep-
resentatives David G. Valadao (R-CA),
Adam Schiff (D-CA), Gus Bilirakis
(R-FL), Frank Pallone (D-NJ), and
Jackie Speier (D-CA), along with 27
Congressional colleagues, sent a letter
to Secretary of State Antony Blinken
calling on the Biden Administration to
stop U.S. Aid to Azerbaijan immedi-
ately.

The letter stresses the Congres-
sional members concerns that the “State
Department did not fully consider
Azerbaijan’s lack of progress in ceas-
ing its blockades and other offensive
uses of force against Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh), and in-
stead moved forward with this waiver
without detailing serious national se-
curity concerns. This year’s waiver
comes despite last year’s 44-day war,
Azerbaijan’s embrace of Al Qaeda-
linked Syrian mercenaries, and
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev’s
renunciation of further diplomacy to
resolve outstanding issues. These ac-
tions are inconsistent with provisions
of the Section 907 waiver and demon-
strate the dire need for changes to the
Administration’s waiver process to pre-
vent further aid from going to
Azerbaijan until they make demon-

strable changes to their behavior.”
Furthermore the Congressional
members urgently request that State
Department “suspend any existing mili-
tary or security assistance to Azerbaijan,
including aid provided under Section
333 Building Partner Capacity programs,
and block any new U.S. aid that directly
orindirectly contributes to Azerbaijan’s
military operations, activities, or capa-
bilities. The more than $100 million in
such aid from U.S. taxpayers provided
to Azerbaijan in recent years materially
developed Baku’s military and border
monitoring capabilities, allowing the
Aliyev government to shift resources
toward offensive operations against
Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh) and Ar-
menia. While it was positive to hear on
a recent call that the Administration
does not foresee providing additional
Section 333 assistance beyond what
has already been provided, the amount
provided to date is itself disturbing.”
Lastly, the Congressional mem-
bers point out the “oil-rich Aliyev gov-
ernment, which continues to illegally
hold Armenian prisoners of war and
captured civilians six months after the
end of hostilities, neither needs nor
deserves U.S. assistance. American
taxpayers should not be asked to sub-

Continued onpage 3

Armenia, Iran Discuss Boosting Transport

Links Through North-South Corridor

YEREVAN — Iranian Minister of
Roads and Urban Development
Mohammad Eslami on Monday visited
Yerevan and offered to help Armenia
upgrade its roads leading to Iran via
Syunik province.

Eslami met with Armenian Min-
ister of Territorial Administration and
Infrastructure Suren Papikyan to dis-
cuss ways of improving transport links
between the two neighboring states.

A statement by Papikyan’s press
office said he briefed Eslami on the
Armenian government’s plans to re-
build or repair key highways passing
through Syunik.

The statement said Eslami ex-
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pressed the Iranian side’s desire to
participate in the planned roadwork.
Papikyantold himthat Yerevanis ready
to hire Iranian construction firms for
that purpose.

Both men were reported to reaf-
firm their governments’ commitment
to an ambitious project to create a
transport corridor that would connect
Iran’s Persian Gulf ports to the Black
Sea through Armenia and Georgia.
Papikyanalso said his ministry is work-
ing on a bill that would sharply cut
transit fees for Iranian firms using
Armenian territory for cargo shipments

Continued onpage 4
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Military Attachés Accredited to Armenia
Visit Syunik

YEREVAN — On May 20, the
Ministry of Defense organized a visit of
military attachés of foreign embassies
accredited in Armenia to Syunik povince
to get acquainted with the situation
created on the ground as a result of the
incursion of Azerbaijani servicemen into
the territory of Armenia.

The representatives of the com-
mand of the Armenian Armed Forces
briefed the military attachés on the
situation after May 12, the develop-
ments, the actions taken by the Arme-
nian side, answered the questions of
interest to the military attachés, the
Defense Ministry’s press service re-
ported.

Accompanied by representatives

of the command, the military attachés
visited the vicinity of Sev Lich area,
recorded the presence of Azerbaijani
troops in Armenia, and observed the
deployment of Armenian-Azerbaijani
forces in the area, the statement said.

Yesterday a group of ambassa-
dors accredited to Armenia, including
France, Germany, Italy, Poland and
Greece, visited Syunik region to get
acquainted with the situation on the
spot. The EU delegation headed by
Ambassador Andrea Victorin was also
in Syunik.

The diplomats visited the area
near Sev Lich lake and returned to
Goris, where they gave a briefing to
the journalists.

Armenian Serviceman Killed in Shootout
With Azerbaijanis in Gegharkunik Region

YEREVAN (Arka.am) -- An Ar-
menian soldier, identified as junior
sergeant V. Khurshudyan (born in
1989) was fatally wounded in a
shootout that began after Azerbaijani
troops fired shots at an Armenian
military post near Verin Shorzha vil-
lage in Gegharkunik region, the Ar-
menian Defense Ministry reported on
May 25.

"The Ministry of Defense ex-
presses deep condolences to the fam-
ily members of the killed soldier, his

relatives and colleagues," the ministry
said in a statement.

The ministry also reported that
the situation is currently under con-
trol, there were no shots.

Earlier, the Ministry of Defense
reported that an incident with the use
of firearms occurred on the border
section of Verin Shorzha in the
Gegharkunik region of Armenia on
May 25 at about 14:20. It said
Azerbaijani troops fired in the direction
of the Armenian positions.

Armenia and Azerbaijan are Close to Signing

Continued frompage 1

only and unique document that has
been on our working table for 1.5-2
days. What’s the key point in that
document? It’s that the sides under-
take to resolve the border situations
not through mutual movements of
troops, but only through diplomatic

and political means. Is this a new idea?
No, because I have announced about
this from this podium before’’, Nikol
Pashinyan said.

The commission on the delimi-
tation and demarcation of the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani frontier shall be
formed by May 31 and hold its first
meeting by June 30. It makes no

May 29, 2021

European Rights Court Finds
Baku Authorities Guilty of Trying to Kill
Blogger Aleksandr Lapshin

The European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) has found Azerbaijani
authorities guilty of torturing blogger
Aleksandr Lapshin and trying to kill
him in a Baku prison.

The court said in the unanimous
ruling, published on May 20, that Baku
must pay compensation of 30,000 eu-
ros ($36,500) to Lapshin, who was
detained in Belarus in 2016 and extra-
dited to Azerbaijan, where he was
charged with “illegally” visiting
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Lapshin has opened an account
at the Armenian Artsakhbank to get the
EUR 30,000 compensation from
Azerbaijan.

Lapshin, atravel blogger and jour-
nalist who holds Russian, Ukrainian,
and Israeli passports, has maintained
his innocence, saying his visit to
Nagorno-Karabakh did not have any
political motives.

He was sentenced to three years
in prison in July 2017.

In September 2017 Lapshin said
he was attacked while in solitary con-
finement and almost killed. Officials
said it was a suicide attempt and three
days later President Ilham Aliyev
granted Lapshin a pardon.

Lapshin spent three days in the
intensive care unit of a Baku hospital
before he was deported to Israel, where
he made a statement to the press re-
jecting the Azerbaijani claims.

Medical examinations conducted

in Israel confirmed the blogger’s ver-
sion that someone had tried to murder
him. Independent experts in Russia
and the Netherlands also confirmed
the assassination version, which be-
came the basis for filing a complaint
against Azerbaijan at the ECHR.

The court found that “the re-
spondent State had failed to satisfy the
burden of proof resting on it to provide
a satisfactory and convincing explana-
tion as regards the incident which had
put the applicant’s life in danger.”

It added that “medical and other
evidence available clearly showed that
the applicant’s life had been in serious
and imminent jeopardy and that his
survival had been down to prompt
medical intervention,” adding that
Azerbaijani authorities failed to ad-
equately investigate the incident.

Representatives of Israeli NGOs
Visit Armenian Clergyman Injured in
Attack by Extremist Jews in Jerusalem

i

JERUSALEM-OnMay23,2021,
about 200 Israelis from different NGOs
and other organizations visited the Ar-
menian Quarter of Jerusalem and met
with Rev. Fr. Tiran Hakobyan and
Rev. Fr. Arbak Sarukhanyan, who were
recently attacked by young religious
Israeli extremists, Chancellor of the
Armenian Patriarchate of Jetusalem
Fr. Hovnan Baghdasaryan informs.

During the meeting they apolo-
gized and expressed their solidarity
with the Armenian Patriarchate of
Jerusalem and the Armenian commu-
nity of the Holy Land.

On May 18, 2021, the Armenian
Patriarchate of Jerusalem issued a
statement, strongly condemning the
attack on member of the St. Hakobyants
Congregation Reverend Fr. Arbak
Sarukhanyan by the Jewish youth.

Arbak Sarukhanyan received
bodily injuries and was immediately
hospitalized. After receiving neces-
sary medical aid, he has been dis-
charged.

The Patriarchate submitted an
official complaint to the Police, after
which three of the attackers were
arrested

references to any Armenian territorial
concessions.
Russian military officials partici-

pated in a series of Armenian-
Azerbaijani negotiations held on the
border last week.
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The Good Will Win, Eventually ...

“I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, and I have kept
the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7- NIV)

DR.HRAYR JEBEJIAN*

I was born in Beirut, Lebanon, on
February 8, 1957. I am a Lebanese-
Armenian who has lived with dual
identities and histories all my life —
ones filled with struggle and wars, to
say the least. The two unfortunately
have several things in common, as you
may tell: mainly the struggle to build
life in the midst of uncertainties. Being
born into a Christian family, topped
with my Christian education at the
Armenian Evangelical Church, very
much shaped my career — which is to
bring the Word of God to communities
worldwide. I was lucky enough to be
part of this mission with the Bible
Society, one of the most international
ministries in the world.

I sometimes wonder if the Middle
East will ever know peace. The num-
ber of times this region has had to
rebuild and lift itself up again is really
mind-blowing and frankly quite de-
pressing. In the 64 years I’ve been
alive, I’ve seen Lebanon “die” and
“rise” again about five times. Set aside
the physical destruction, the Middle
East constantly finds itself in an ethnic
and denominational power struggle:
who will rule whom? Who will have
the last say? If only all this pain and
destruction was worth it. Take the
Israel-Palestine conflict. It really seems
unresolvable, no matter how many
people suffer and die.

All this seemed too unfair to the
young adolescent I was, growing up in
warzone Beirut. Up until recently, I used
to be stripped in every airport and inter-
rogated, just because | had a Lebanese
passport. The prospect of that peace
seemed to be getting further away.

I moved to Cyprus in 2005 and
subsequently received my Cypriot citi-
zenship. Getting a European passport,
though, didn’t seem to alleviate the
pain and struggle which comes with
being Armenian and Lebanese. I have
been working in the Arabian (Persian)
Gulf countries for the last 31 years. I
often find myself asking the recurring
question: “Where ishome”? Is it Beirut,
Nicosia, or better yet, Kuwait? I sup-
pose I am what you may call the
archetype of an Armenian living in
diaspora.

Regardless, I found myself hav-
ing three different identities and
“homes”. 1 suppose two homes, as
I’ve never really lived in Armenia... or
been able to.

In 1915, my father was deported
fromhis home in Aintab. He was barely
a year old then. His family settled in
Aleppo, Syria, and then moved to
Beirut, Lebanon, where I was born.
My family lost 25 of its members
during the Armenian Genocide perpe-
trated by Ottoman Turkey from 1908
to 1915, along with all their physical
properties. I haven’t met them, but I
know them because I cherish the
memories and legacies they left behind
through those who survived. I see
their faces every time I look through
old pictures in my family album and
imagine a life in Aintab, and what it

would have been like if they had lived.

I’m a third-generation Armenian
living in diaspora because my ances-
tors were forced to flee in 1915 during
the Armenian Genocide. Although my
generation didn’t directly witness the
Genocide, we carry the pain of it. We
carry the pain of our ancestors who
were massacred and the pain of being
deprived of living on our land that is
rightfully ours.

In the years since the Genocide,
Armenians have learned to live and
prosper in a diaspora, away from
home, but never, not even for a minute,
giving up on that hope that we will one
day go back home. Albeit home (his-
torical Armenia) is not “reachable” at
the moment, the republics of Armenia
and Artsakh are.

I was fortunate enough to visit
Armenia and Artsakh several times.
On my last visit in September 2019, |
was in Stepanakert, Artsakh, present-
ing my book Armenian Diasporan Lives:
AsISaw Them at the National Univer-
sity of Artsakh. I also had the privilege
of meeting the Minister of Foreign
Affairs with whom I shared my love
for the land. I enjoyed the beautiful
country and my fellow Armenians liv-
ing in Artsakh. Armenians have an
incredible passion for their land and
for the Armenian identity. The land-
scape is so beautiful and the people
even more so. One year on, and I am
still in awe of its beauty. It is truly life
changing. For some context on Artsakh
and the war that took place, here’s a
little history of the region:

The Republic of Artsakh or
Nagorno Karapagh is a de facto inde-
pendent state and shares borders with
Armenia, Iran, and Azerbaijan. Artsakh
is considered to be the second Arme-
nian Republic. The capital of Artsakh
is Stepanakert and is the largest city of
the Artsakh Republic. It is the cultural,
educational, and economic center of
the region. Stepanakert is located on
the eastern slopes of Karapagh’s moun-
tain chain, at the left bank of the
Vararakn River. The capital was origi-
nally named after this river but was
later renamed in honor of Bolshevik
politician and revolutionary Stephan
Shahumian.

Stepanakert is a modern city with
wide, clean streets, new builds, and
nice parks. The predominantly Arme-
nian-populated region (99.7%) of
Nagorno-Karapagh was claimed by both
the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic
and the First Republic of Armenia
when both countries became indepen-
dent in 1918 after the fall of the Rus-
sian Empire, and a brief war over the

region broke out in 1920. The dispute
was largely shelved after the Soviet
Union established control over the area
and created the Nagorno-Karapagh
Autonomous Oblast (NKAO) within
the Azerbaijan SSR in 1923.

When the Soviet Union fell, the
region re-emerged and became the
subject of what I see is a series of
endless wars and suffering between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. In 1991, a
referendum was held in the NKAO and
the neighboring Shahumian region
which resulted in a declaration of inde-
pendence. Ethnic conflict between
Armenians and Azeris led to the 1991—
1994 Nagorno-Karapagh War, which
ended with a ceasefire along the cur-
rent borders.

The 44-day war on Artsakh, by
Azerbaijan, Turkey, and Islamist
jihadists, was much more than a mat-
ter of life or death for Armenians. It
was a matter of fighting for the 1.5
million Armenians who were killed
during the 1915 Genocide. The war
ended with Armenia’s defeat and over
5000 young soldiers killed. We also
lost quite a bit of land, which included
historical churches and monasteries.
Azerbaijan and Turkey consist of more
than 90 million people, whereas Arme-
nia and Artsakh are barely three million
put together. I cannot help but be
reminded of the story of David and
Goliath in the Bible, mainly when look-
ing at the power discrepancies which
I will touch on more towards the end
of my piece.

Is history repeating itself? Most
likely, yes. 106 years on, we are faced
with the same power trying to bring us
down to our knees. The pain just seems
to be never-ending.

When reflecting on the idea of
how pain and suffering can bring people
together, 1 stumbled on Walter
Brueggemann’s work. Brueggemann
believes that bringing people to engage
with their experiences of suffering and
death energizes and links people to
hope. This hope then helps the indi-
vidual to cut through the despair, which
might otherwise seem unresolvable or
unending.

The human and physical destruc-
tion of the recent war has been a major
setback for Armenians, but it can still
generate this same hope.

According to Bruegemann, new-
ness in one’s life is given by God and
is supposed to be the only real source
of energy. He explains his assertion by
linking Exodus with what Jesus did on
the cross. For Bruegemann, Jesus’
death-resurrection was the absolute
Exodus, showing that ultimately hope
is always given to us and not necessar-
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ily generated by us. This is how I
choose to describe my journey.

Maybe wars and destructions
have in very rare occasions served as
forces for good. But violence gener-
ates more violence. What is most
needed today, as Apostle Paul says, is
“fighting the good fight”.

The good fight does not need Su-
2 or drones. The good fight is a life
changing process, which is initiated
by the acceptance, understanding, and
respect of the Other, which I’ve come
torealize inmy last 41 years in the Gulf
is a vital component for peace, regard-
less of the latter’s background.

Today, as I look at a shattered
Artsakh, I know that no war or physi-
cal force can eradicate its beauty, but
that’s from a patriot’s perspective.
From an Armenian’s perspective liv-
ingin a scattered diaspora, I see blood-
shed and unrest: a very high price we
continue to pay, in our struggle for
peace and justice. As a Lebanese and
Middle Eastern, I am much too familiar
with that feeling.

Perhaps if these wars were the
right kind of wars, assuming there is
such a thing, the world could become
a better place.

I don’t think my pain and struggle
will ever go away, and | have somehow
come to terms with the fact that [ may
never, in my lifetime, see peace or fair
retribution. One thing I know, though,
is that I will carry on fighting the fight
for the Good, regardless of whether I
make it to the finish line or not.

Reverting to the biblical story of
David and Goliath, David beats Goliath
even though the fight and power dy-
namics were uneven. David beats
Goliath because he was fighting for
the GOOD cause.

Fighting the good fight is not
easy, but it is worth it. That’s the only
way | see forward.

The GOOD will eventually win.

* Dr Hrayr Jebejian is General
Secretary of the Bible Society in the
Arabian-Persian Gulf. He holds a Bach-
elors degree in Business Administra-
tion from Haigazian University, Master
of Science degree in Agricultural Eco-
nomics from American University of
Beirut and Doctor of Ministry degree
in Bible Engagement from the New
York Theological Seminary. He has
traveled extensively all around the world
and has delivered lectures, interviews
on Christian presence in the Middle
East, Biblical and inter-church rela-
tions and on socio-cultural and ethnic
issues. Jebejian is the author of three
books.

Email: hrayr.jebejian@gmail.com

House Members Raise Concerns

Continued frompage 1

sidize Azerbaijan so long as they con-
tinue to take destabilizing action in the
region, attack Armenians living in their
indigenous homeland, and hamper on-
going efforts to negotiate a peaceful
settlement to the conflict. As such, we
ask for the immediate termination of all
U.S. military or security aid to
Azerbaijan.”

Armenian Council of America’s
Washington D.C. Representative,
Taniel Koushakjian said “The very

notion that our US Congress will allow
the White House to usurp their author-
ity and continue to send tax payer
dollars to the tyrannical regime in Baku,
which will undoubtedly be used to kill
Armenians as it was last year, runs
counter to every single American value
we hold dear. The Armenian American
community greatly appreciates Con-
gressman Valadao and his Armenian
Caucus colleagues for their efforts to
keep American foreign policy on the
right track and we join them in urging
the Administration to do the right thing.”
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Charles Aznavour Bust Unveiled in Paris
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PARIS — The mayor of Paris
Anne Hidalgo inaugurated on Saturday
a bust of Charles Aznavour, who died
in 2018, in the childhood district of the
legendary French-Armenian singer and
composer in Saint-Germain-des-Prés.
This bronze bust, after a plaster cast in
1964 by the sculptor Alice Mélikian on
the occasion of the artist’s first visit to
Armenia, was offered by the Aznavour
Foundation to the City of Paris in
October 2019, a year after the singer’s
death.

It was inaugurated for the
singer’s birthday, born May 22, 1924,
in the presence of members of his
family, and installed at the Odeon cross-
roads, in the district where the author
of “La Bohéme” spent his childhood.
In the presence of the slammer Grand
Corps Malade and the Ambassador of
Armenia, Anne Hidalgo praised the
singer’s “exceptional career longev-
ity”, his “love of the French capital”

but also reaffirmed her support for the
“Armenian people” in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict with Azerbaijan.

The Council of Paris had voted in
November several measures coming
to the aid of the Armenian population
of Nagorny Karabakh and expressed
the wish thatthe “Republic of Artsakh”,
name by which Armenians designate
this region, be recognized. Ms. Hidalgo
also called for “universal recognition
of the Armenian genocide” between
1915 and 1917, “a dark page in our
history”, which the parents of Charles
Aznavour had fled. The elected social-
ist denounced “negationism, this pro-
paganda which reappears, here and
there, including on our territory”.

Another bust of Charles Aznavour
was unveiled at the same time in
Stepanakert, capital of Nagorno-
Karabakh, said Nicolas Aznavour, son
of the singer and co-founder of the
Aznavour Foundation.

Hovannisian’s ""The Hidden Map"
Set for Encore Nationwide Broadcasts
On Nbclx, May 28-30, 2021

Following a widely acclaimed tele-
vision debut, Ani Hovannisian’s docu-
mentary,

The Hidden Map, has been sched-
uled for encore broadcasts on NBCLX
nationwide on May 28, 29, and 30,
2021. The fast-growing NBC-owned
network known for its innovative deep-
dive approach to pressing social issues
and current events ran the film six
times during the weekend of April 24,
2021, coinciding with President Biden’s
official recognition of the Armenian
Genocide. Standing for truth in
storytelling and responding to viewer
demand, the network has announced
three more airings of the film this
Memorial Day weekend, which also
marks the anniversary of Armenian
Independence Day.

Affirming NBCLX’s commitment
to rebroadcast the film, Vice President
of Content Strategy Matt Goldberg
said, “NBCLX is thrilled to once again
share The Hidden Map with our audi-
ence. So many people have reached
out to us asking for more ways to
watch the film. Ani Hovannisian’s
documentary is compelling, unique and
so important for everyone to see. We
are honored that she has trusted NBCLX
with distributing it. “ Hovannisian
added, “For NBCLX to recognize that
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everyone should know this story, and
to offer viewers three more primetime
opportunities to do so, highlights the
substance of the network. It’s an ideal
match, and I’m thankful for that.” About
viewer reaction, she said, “It’s filling.
It’s as if the flood gates opened, and
people from all over the country, Arme-
nians and non-Armenians, poured their
hearts out... expressing that the docu-
mentary hit home in ways they didn’t
even know exist, made them part of the
continuing story, and awakened pur-
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“Eternal Armenia” Light Sculpture on
Display at Glendale’s Central Park

GLENDALE, CA — As part of a
continuation of Armenian Genocide
Remembrance Month, an experiential
light sculpture called Eternal Armenia
by artists Margarita Simonian, Vreje
Bakalian, and Yeva Babayan will be on
display across the green lawn of Cen-
tral Park (216 S. Brand Blvd. Glendale,
CA 91203) from May 14 — 28, 2021.
The 18ft light-weight, circular-alumi-
num truss structure will be pro-
grammed with LED lighting. The an-
cient Armenian symbol of Eternity will
light up the park like a beacon in the
night while attracting astonishment in
the daytime and the attention of pass-
ersby. Red solar lit garden lights sym-
bolic of red poppies in remembrance
of the 4,000+ perished soldiers from
the recent Artsakh war and the blood-
shed of 1.5 million in the 1915 geno-
cide will also be spread across the field
for all to cherish.

The Glendale Arts and Culture
Commission generously sponsors this
temporary art installation through fund-
ing from the Urban Art Program and
support from Glendale Library, Arts &
Culture, and Glendale Community Ser-
vices and Parks.

The mission of the Glendale Arts
and Culture Commission is to enrich
the human experience, reinforce
Glendale’s identity and civic pride
through arts and culture, and recog-
nize the importance of arts to our
quality of life and the local economy.
This is accomplished by consciously
integrating arts and culture into the
daily life of the people of Glendale
through urban design, planning, eco-
nomic development, and education.
For more information about the Glen-
dale Arts and Culture Commission, see
the website: https://
www.glendaleartsandculture.org/

pose and desire to learn and do more.
That’s gratifying. The story matters. |
believe that it will live far beyond us.
With that, I can exhale, if just a little.”

As a broadcast journalist,
Hovannisian has spent a career pro-
ducing and directing non-fiction sto-
ries for television. She always knew
she would one day share the Arme-
nian story on a grand scale, but it
didn’t happen until she dared to ven-
ture to the forbidden lands of her
ancestral past. In Turkey, Hovannisian,
the granddaughter of genocide survi-
vors, met a lone Scottish explorer who
had spent thirty years documenting the
vanishing traces of the Armenian past.
The film chronicles their joint odyssey
trekking through the layered landscape,
the Scotsman determined to document
the physical relics, and the Armenian-
American, the stories of the people.
Together, they dig beneath the surface
of modern-day Turkey, unearthing
buried secrets, silenced stories, living
resilience, and the hidden map.

The multiple award-winning film
caught the attention not only of
NBCLX, but of news stations in

Hovannisian’s native California. KTTV
FOX Good Morning L.A.’s Araksya
Karapetyan and NBC-LA News’ Gor-
don Tokumatsu, along with KSEE-
Fresno News’ Stefani Booroojian in-
terviewed Hovannisian and produced
impactful stories that aired several
times in April. On Horizon Armenian
TV with Vruir Tadevosian, a quarter
million viewers logged their interest in
the film. And on NBCLX, news anchor
Nik Z’s description of the Armenian
Genocide and conversation with
Hovannisian populated 1x.com’s So-
cial Justice streaming platform for
weeks after it first aired.

While Hovannisian plans to share
the documentary with audiences in
Armenia and worldwide, for now it is
available only in the United States. For
viewers who missed the first run or
who want to watch again, The Hidden
Map will air:

Friday, May, 28: 4-5pm Pacific/
7-8pm Eastern

Saturday May 29: 6-7 pm Pa-
cific/ 9-10pm Eastern

Sunday, May 30: 8-9 pm Pacific/
I1pm-12am Eastern

Armenia, Iran Discuss Boosting Transport

Continued frompage 1

to and from the Islamic Republic.

In what may have a related devel-
opment, the head of Armenia’s State
Revenue Committee (SRC), Edvard
Hovannisyan, met with the chief of
Iran’s customs service, Mehdi
Mirashrafi, during a visit Tehran on

Monday.

According to the SRC, the talks
focused on the upcoming moderniza-
tion and expansion of Armenia’s sole
border crossing with Iran. Hovannisyan
was cited as saying that the new bor-
der facilities will facilitate cargo ship-
ments between the two countries and
thereby boost bilateral trade.
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Premier League standings

MATCHES STANDINGS PLAYERS

Season

2020-21 ~

Club ME W D L GF GA GD Pts Last5

1 @ mancity 3 27 5 6 83 32 51 8 QOOO0O
2 & Manunited 3 21 11 6 73 4 29 74 QOQ0O
3 B Liverpool 33 20 9 9 68 42 26 0 QOOOO
4 (§) chelsea 3 19 10 9 58 36 22 67 QOO0
5 Leicester City 3 20 6 12 68 50 18 66 QOOOO
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