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Armenian Parliamentary Election Campaign
Officially Kicks Off

YEREVAN — Campaigning of-
ficially began in Armenia on Monday
for the June 20 snap parliamentary
elections aimed at ending a serious
political crisis resulting from last
year’s war in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Twenty-six political parties and
blocs are vying for 101 seats in the next
Armenian parliament that will decide
the political future of the country.

The parties will need to win at
least 5 percent of the vote in order to
berepresented in the National Assem-
bly. The legal vote threshold for blocs
is set at 7 percent.

Acting Prime Minister, leader of
the Civil contract party Nikol
Pashinyan is convinced that on June
20 “Armenian citizens will re-estab-
lish their power.”

“We will not even say “people,

vote for us”, we will say “people, vote
for yourself,” Pashinyan said at the
start of the campaign.

“On June 20 you will decide again,
and we will obey. If you decide that we
should continue to lead the country, we
will. If you decide we shouldn’t, we
will go,” Pashinyan said. .

As he campaigned in Armavir,
Pashinyan lambasted the two ex-presi-
dents Kocharian and Sarkisian and said
that they will be brought to justice for
what their past corrupt practices if he
retains power. He also reiterated his
calls for voters to hand him a landslide
victory in the upcoming elections.

“We expect at least 60 percent of
the vote ... We must uproot the political
forces that want to provoke a civil war

Continued onpage 3

Russian, French and German FMs
Discuss the Situation in Nagorno Karabakh

In a telephone conversation with
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov on Monday French Foreign
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian and Ger-
man Foreign Minister Heiko Maas
discussed the situation in Nagorno-
Karabakh and on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border.

The implementation of the pro-
visions of the statements of the lead-
ers of Azerbaijan, Armenia and Rus-

sia dated November 9, 2020 and Janu-
ary 11, 2021 were also on the agenda,
the Russian Foreign Ministry said.
“The importance of strict adher-
ence to the ceasefire regime and the
need for a political-diplomatic solution
to emerging differences were empha-
sized. The ministers reaffirmed the role
of the OSCE Minsk Group in the nego-

Continued on page 2

Armenian NSS Arrests Two Citizens on
Charges of Spying for Azerbaijan

YEREVAN — Armenia’s National
Security Service (NSS) said today it
has arrested a former career army
officer and his friend on charges of
spying for Azerbaijan. In a statement
the NSS described the scale of high
treason as ‘unprecedented.’

According to the NSS, the former
army officer appeared to be awarded
military and other government medals
for ‘impeccable service and participa-
tion in hostilities’.

The NSS said the officer and his
friend had traveled to Turkey for search
of jobs and were recruited there by
Azerbaijani special services.

After leaving Turkey they met
with high-ranking officials of the
Azerbaijani special services in
Azerbaijani embassy in a third coun-
try and were asked to sign some
cooperation papers.

According to NSS, the two men
were in regular contact with the spe-
cial services of Azerbaijan, received
specific instructions to photograph and
film the military units of the Armenian
armed forces, the military equipment
deployed there, the number of service-
men and personal data of command
personnel.

They also recorded and transmit-
ted information about the deployed air
defense systems of Armenia and
Artsakh, the presence of air defense
systems near special and important
facilities, including reservoirs, hydro-
electric power plants, strategic heights,

and shelter facilities during hostilities,
the number and movement of troops
and military equipment. This informa-
tion was sent to the Azerbaijani special
services using mobile applications with
activation of Internet access and de-
termination of the location of specially
protected objects.

According to the NSS, during the
war in Artsakh last autumn, the former
army officer was a commander of a
volunteer unit. He went to the battle-
field in the Hadrut region of Artsakh to
carry out a new assignment received
from the Azerbaijani special services.
Until October 2020, he collected and
transmitted information about air de-
fense and missile systems, military
equipment and combat positions to the
enemy’s special services through a
mobile phone.

Continued onpage 3

Biden, Erdogan to Discuss
Nagorno Karabakh — Sullivan

WASHINGTON, DC — U.S.
President Joe Biden and Turkish
President Tayyip Erdogan will meet
to discuss Syria, Afghanistan,
Nagorno Karabakh and other regional
issues next week and will also look
at the “significant differences” be-
tween Washington and Ankara, the
U.S. national security advisor said
on Monday.

Speaking at a White House brief-
ing, Jake Sullivan said the eastern
Mediterranean, Syria, Iran, as well as
the role that Turkey will play in Af-
ghanistan as the United States with-
draws from the country will be part of
the “expansive agenda”.

In addition, the meeting, planned
to take place on June 14 on the side-
lines of the NATO summit in Brus-
sels, will also review their ties and
look for ways on how the United
States and Turkey deal with some of
their “significant differences on val-
ues and human rights and other is-
sues”, Sullivan said.

“President Biden knows Erdogan
very well, the two men have spent a
good amount of time together and
they’re both, I think, looking forward

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

to the opportunity, to really have a
business like opportunity to review the
full breadth of the relationship,”
Sullivansaid.

The two NATO allies also
have differing views in Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict as well as
Ankara’s oil and gas ambitions in
the eastern Mediterranean while
Turkey’s potential role in Afghani-
stan in the aftermath of planned
U.S. pullout could serve as an area
of cooperation.
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Torture of Armenian POWSs Sets a Precedent
for Malicious Violation of International Law

YEREVAN, -- The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Armenia strongly condemned official
Baku's criminal prosecution against
Lyudvik Mkrtchyan and Alyosha
Khosrovyan, captured during the re-
cent aggression of Azerbaijan against
Artsakh.

Continuing to violate the norms
of humanitarian law, particularly the
Geneva Convention on the Treatment
of Prisoners of War, which explicitly
states that prisoners of war are re-
leased and repatriated immediately af-
ter the cessation of hostilities,
Azerbaijan has brought a trumped-up
criminal charges against 14 captured
Armenian servicemen, which also vio-
lates the trilateral statement of Novem-
ber 9, 2020, Armenia's Foreign Minis-
try said today in a statement.

It said the criminal cases against
16 Armenian servicemen, as well as
the torture and psychological pressure
of other Armenian prisoners of war
and captured civilians set a precedent
for a malicious violation of interna-

tional law. It is clear that Azerbaijan
instrumentalizes the captured people
as political hostages and tools to pur-
sue other goals.

'Official Baku also blatantly de-
fies the relevant decisions of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights (ECHR)
on providing information on Armenian
servicemen and civilians held in
Azerbaijani captivity.

Despite numerous calls from the
international community, Azerbaijan
continues to conceal the true number
of the prisoners, denying the captivity
of dozens of Armenian servicemen
and civilians. Moreover, Azerbaijan
denies the detention of those whose
captivity in Azerbaijan has been docu-
mented both through video coverage
and testimonies of repatriated prison-
ers, which raises suspicions of a num-
ber of serious crimes.

All Armenian prisoners of war
and civilian captives held in Azerbaijan
must be immediately released and
repatriated without any precondi-
tions.'

Armenia Elected Chair of UN
General Assembly’s Administrative and
Budgetary Committee

o= f

NEW YORK -- Armenia has been
elected Chair of the Fifth Committee
of the General Assembly, with respon-
sibilities for administrative and bud-
getary matters, the Armenian Mission
to UN informs.

The Fifth Committee is the Com-
mittee of the General Assembly with
responsibilities for administrative and
budgetary matters. Based on the re-
ports of the Fifth Committee, the Gen-
eral Assembly considers and approves
the budget of the Organization in ac-
cordance with Chapter IV, Article 17
of the Charter of the United Nations.

The Assembly also considers and
approves financial and budgetary ar-

rangements with specialized agencies
and makes recommendations to the
agencies concerned.

The Committee meets during the
main part of the General Assembly
session (September to December).
Because of its heavy work load it also
meets during a resumed session in
March. The Committee also holds a
second resumed session in May to deal
with administrative and budgetary as-
pects of UN Peacekeeping.

The Fifth Committee may also
consider urgent matters relating to the
financing of a peacekeeping mission
authorized by the Security Council at
any of its sessions.

Russian, French and German FMs

Continued frompage 1

tiation process between Azerbaijan and
Armenia,” the statement said.

The Russian side noted that “any
involvement of international organiza-
tions is possible only with the consent
of Baku and Yerevan.”

According to the French Foreign

Ministry, Minister Le Drian noted
France’s full commitment to
deescalating tensions between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan and resolving pend-
ing issues stemming from last fall’s
conflict between the two countries. In
this regard, he reaffirmed our desire to
continue coordinating closely with
Russia, particularly as one of the co-
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Armenian Defense Firms to Contribute More
Advanced Weapons to the Military

YEREVAN -- The Armenian
government’s efforts to expand the
domestic defense industry intensified
after the autumn war in Nagorno-
Karabakh and will bear fruit soon,
Minister of High-Tech Industry Hayk
Chobanyan said on Wednesday.

Chobanyan said that Armenian
defense firms will contribute more
advanced weapons and other military
hardware to the country’s arms
forces.

“We are now making significant
changes in this area,” he told RFE/
RL’s Armenian Service. “Some suc-
cesses have already been achieved.
Concrete programs, which have never
been implemented before, are being
implemented now.”

“I believe that we will have
changes in this sector within months.
We will have the first substantial
changes in terms of the involvement of
Armenia’s military-industrial complex
in the defense of Armenia’s borders,”
he said.

Chobanyan, whose ministry over-
sees the Armenian defense industry,
shed no light on those programs or

: COMPANIES

specify new weapons developed by
domestic companies.

The latter are known to manu-
facture various types of ammunition
as well as unmanned aerial vehicles
which the Armenian army had begun
receiving years before the outbreak of
last year’s war with Azerbaijan.

One such company, DAVARO,
has teamed up with several other local
firms to design and manufacture both
military and civilian drones.

“There has been a quite a bit of
consolidation in the sector after the
war. Defense and software develop-
ment companies have joined forces
and expect quite good results,” its
chief executive, Davit Galoyan, said
on Wednesday.

Aleksandr Yesayan, the chair-
man of Armenia’s Union of Advanced
Technology Enterprises, stressed the
importance of such consolidation.

“Scale is very important for the
defense industry in both the internal
and external markets,” said Yesayan.
“If you don’t have a [serious] produc-
tion volume you can’t compete with,
say, Israeli companies.”

Universal Postal Union Declines to Register
Azerbaijan’s Stamps Promoting
Xenophobia against Armenians

YEREVAN --|
The Universal Postal
Union (UPU) has de-
cided not to register
the “Azerbaijan 2020” B "
postage stamps issued |
by Azerbaijan in their |
database, as those '
stamps contradict the =
relevant provisions of |
the Union Convention '
and Code of Conduct,
the Ministry of High- |
Tech Industry informs. | 2 2

The Union has asked Azerbaijan
to reconsider issuing the stamps.

Following the military aggres-
sion against Artsakh unleased by
Azerbaijan in 2020, the Ministry of
High Technologies of Armenia and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs sent letters
to the Union drawing attention to “ob-

vious hatred and xenophobia against
Armenians” in the postage stamps is-
sued by the Ministry of Transport,
Communications and High Technolo-
gies of Azerbaijan.

The leadership of the Universal
Postal Union informed the Armenian
side about their about-stated decision.

chairs of the Minsk Group, together
with the United States, and within
relevant international bodies.

The Minister underlined the im-
portance of initiating negotiations be-
tween the parties on the challenges of

demarcating and delineating the bor-
der, unconnected with developments
on the ground. He reiterated the need
for the parties to show the utmost
restraint and to refrain from any provo-
cations.
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Consul General Armen Baibourtian
Holds Meetings with California State
Legislators in Sacramento

SACRAMENTO - On May 27,
Consul General of Armenia in Los An-
geles Ambassador Armen Baibourtian
visited California State capitol Sacra-
mento, and held a working meeting
with Speaker Anthony Rendon of the
California State Assembly. The meet-
ing at the State Capitol was also at-
tended by Adrin Nazarian, California
State Assemblymember. The interlocu-
tors discussed issues pertinent to the
Armenia-California cooperation agenda
aimed at enhancing the evolving part-
nership. Ambassador Baibourtian
briefed the interlocutors about the post-
war situation in Armenia and Artsakh.
During the meeting, they exchanged
views on the consequence of infiltra-
tion of Azerbaijani troops into the sov-
ereign territory of Armenia, about the
capture of six Armenian servicemen
on the territory of Armenia, the mur-
der of a soldier, as well as the inadmis-

sibility of Azerbaijan's aggressive ac-
tions from the viewpoint of interna-
tional law.

On the same day, California State
Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian
hosted a reception for legislators on
behalf of the California Armenian Leg-
islative Caucus in honor of Ambassa-
dor Armen Baibourtian. The event at
Brasserie Capitale was attended by the
California Senate Minority Leader Sena-
tor Scott Wilkand Senator Maria Elena
Durazo, as well as by California
Assemblymembers Suzette Martinez
Valladares, Laura Friedman, and Luz
Rivas.

At the end of the in-depth dis-
cussion, the Consul General of Arme-
nia expressed his gratitude to
Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian for
organizing the event and to all present
legislators for their continuous sup-
port to Armenia and Artsakh.

Armenian Parliamentary Election Campaign

Continued frompage 1

in Armenia,” he said at a rally held in
the village of Parakar.

The main challengers of
Pashinyan’s Civil Contract party
are the two opposition parties rep-
resented in the outgoing parliament
as well as blocs led by the country’s
three former presidents: Levon Ter-
Petrosian, Robert Kocharian and
Serzh Sarkisian.

Kocharian and his opposition al-
lies making up the Hayastan (Armenia)
bloc campaigned, meanwhile, in south-
eastern Syunik province. The ex-presi-
dent held a rally in the provincial capi-
tal Kapan on Monday evening.

Unlike Kocharian, Sarkisian is
not seeking to become prime minister
or even a parliament deputy. His Re-
publican Party (HHK) has formed an
alliance with the opposition Fatherland
party of Artur Vanetsyan, a former
head of Armenia’s National Security
Service.

Edmon Marukyan, the leader of
the parliamentary Bright Armenia Party
(LHK), expressed serious concern over
mounting tensions between the ruling
party and the radical opposition forces
led by the two ex-presidents. He
claimed that they could plunge the
country into a “civil war.”

Marukyan said Armenians can
prevent it by voting for his party in
large numbers. “Or else, if one of
those sides succeeds it will seek to
destroy the other,” he told reporters
while marching through Yerevan to-
gether with his associates.

Marukyan expects to get the bal-
lots of the majority of the 40% unde-
cided voters in order to bring solidarity
and rule out clashes in the country.

Prosperous Armenia Party
(BHK), the other opposition party
represented in the outgoing parlia-
ment, it held its first campaign rally
in Abovian, a town 15 kilometers
north of Yerevan has long been BHK
leader Gagik Tsarukyan’s political
stronghold.

The BHK is running in the snap
parliamentary elections under the slo-
gan “Safe Homeland, Powerful State.”

Armenia’s first President, leader
of the Armenian National Congress
Party Levon Ter-Petrosyan urged his
teammates to be calm and cold-hearted
during the election campaign.

“Never get into an argument with
opponents, let them swear, let them do
whatever they want. Your arguments
are so powerful that you absolutely do
not need to get involved in such argu-
ments. Leave it to them,” Levon Ter-
Petrosyan said.
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Rep. Manoogian Serves as Inaugural Speaker
of Armenian Assembly Summer
Speaker Series

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Arme-
nian American politician and Michigan
State Representative Mari Manoogian
kicked off the Armenian Assembly of
America Internship Program Summer
Speaker Series on Thursday evening,
June 3rd. The event, which was open
to all community members, provided
participants with insights into Rep.
Manoogian’s political career and expe-
rience as the youngest woman serving
in the 101st Legislature, and as the
first Armenian American woman to
serve in the Michigan Legislature. She
is currently serving her second term,
representing the residents of the 40th
House District.

Following welcoming remarks by
Assembly Western Region Director
Mihran Toumajan, who served as
moderator, Rep. Manoogian elaborated
on her start in politics, which is rooted
in her birthplace of Birmingham, Michi-
gan and in the Armenian American
community. She noted the importance
of providing opportunities to Arme-
nian American college students and
young professionals since she herself
was inspired by the resiliency and
vibrancy of her local Armenian com-
munity. Rep. Manoogian stated that
she appreciated the work of the As-
sembly and the internships the orga-
nization provides that helps the next
generation gain a better understand-
ing of the political process in Wash-
ington, D.C.

“Building relationships out early
has made our office incredibly suc-
cessful in the work that we do,” said
Rep. Manoogian, who focuses on vari-
ous kinds of legislation, including
strengthening public schools, clean
water, healthcare, incentives for first-
time home buyers, and foundational
infrastructure.

Rep. Manoogian, who currently
serves as the Deputy Democratic Cau-
cus Whip and Minority Vice Chair for
the House Committee on Energy, in
addition to serving on the House Com-
merce & Tourism Committee, com-
mented on the significance of elected
officials working together from dif-
ferent parties.

“During a time of division in our
country, it’s important to model good
behavior and make as many bipartisan
efforts as possible to make the lives of
our constituents better,” she said.

A question and answer session
followed her remarks, where Toumajan
commended Rep. Manoogian for spear-
heading House Resolution 0319 (2020)
in the Legislature that she introduced
on October 8, 2020, during the 44-day
war in Artsakh. The resolution con-

demned Azerbaijan for its coordinated
offensive against the Armenian people
and also denounced Turkish interfer-
ence in the conflict, while urging the
United States Department of State to
work with the co-chairs of the Minsk
Group and the governments of Arme-
nia, Azerbaijan and the Republic of
Artsakh to achieve a long-lasting and
peaceful resolution.

The swift and unanimous pass-
ing of the resolution was a “testament
to relationships we built across the
aisle,” said Rep. Manoogian, who
makes a concerted effort to discuss
priority Armenian issues with fellow
elected officials.

She also raised and passed a reso-
lution regarding the reaffirmation of
the Armenian Genocide in the State of
Michigan, which she said “has a long
history of being on the right side of our
issues.” Rep. Manoogian is a third-
generation Armenian American whose
great-grandparents came to America
in the 1920s to escape the Armenian
Genocide.

In terms of how being an Arme-
nian American impacts her profes-
sional life, Rep. Manoogian, who
earned both her Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees from the Elliott
School of International Affairs at The
George Washington University, said
her heritage is “inherently part of
what I do.” She works to educate
new representatives about issues fac-
ing the Armenian people and relies on
community relationships “to make
sure we have our finger on the pulse
of what is happening.”

“The Assembly’s Summer Speaker
Series aims to host a unique and exciting
slate of presenters that offers students
guidance on career paths and opportuni-
ties,” said Joseph Piatt, Assembly Pro-
grams Director. “Since college students are
unable to travel to Washington D.C. and
Yerevan, Armenia, this summer due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, we have
transitioned our educational forum into a
virtual format for our entire community.”

Armenian NSS Arrests Two Citizens

Continued frompage 1

As a result, the enemy was able
to locate strategically important weap-
ons and military equipment, inflict ir-
reparable damage and hit strategic tar-
gets, including an anti-aircraft missile
system.

According to the NSS, as a result
of the espionage and treacherous ac-

tivities of the above two citizens, the
country hostile to Armenia received
information containing state and offi-
cial secrets. They were charged with
treason, confessed and were arrested.

The investigators have also re-
vealed special means for communica-
tion, mobile phones, training videos,
and other items related to the criminal
case.
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NYC Opera Appoints Constantine Orbelian
as Music Director and Principal Conductor

NEW YORK — New York City
Opera has announced the appointment
of internationally acclaimed conductor
and pianist Constantine Orbelian as the
company’s Music Director and Prin-
cipal Conductor. Maestro Orbelian
will conduct his first NYCO produc-
tion this summer when the company
performs a newly created version of
Rigoletto on Sunday, August 29 at the
Phoenicia International Festival of the
Voice in Kingston, New York, fol-
lowed by an encore performance of
the Verdi favorite on Friday, Septem-
ber 3 as part of Bryant Park’s annual
Picnic Performance series.

“We are indeed very fortunate to
welcome the world-renowned mae-
stro, Constantine Orbelian to the New
York City Opera Family,” commented
Mr. Capasso. “Maestro Orbelian brings
decades of international experience
conducting opera’s greatest stars both
in performance and on award-winning
recordings and will offer the company
and its audiences many world-class
performances in the future. I have no
doubt his skill and experience will be
central to restoring City Opera to its
place in the American and international
Opera scenes.”

“I am thrilled to accept the posi-
tion of Music Director and Principal
Conductor of the venerable New York
City Opera,” said Maestro Orbelian.
“It is a great opportunity to help bring
this historic, culturally significant
musical institution back to life after a
challenging time of Covid closures.
We will give opera lovers the thrill of
hearing extraordinary singers from
across America and beyond. Staying
true to the NYCO tradition, we will
provide contemporary composers a
great platform in which to premiere
their works. We look forward to
welcoming you, our opera-loving pub-
lic, to our performances at Bryant
Park and the Phoenicia International
Festival of the Voice this summer and
to announcing our next season of
events and performances.”

New York City Opera will return
to the Bryant Park Picnic Performance
series this summer with four concerts
beginning this month on Friday, June
18 with its annual “Pride in the Park”
concert and culminating on Friday,
September 3 with a fully staged, cos-
tumed and Orbelian-conducted pro-
duction of Rigoletto, a newly created
90-minute version with narration writ-
ten and performed by actor and play-
wright Bill Van Horn.

This winter, New York City Op-
era will produce, with National Yid-
dish Theatre Folksbiene, the world
premiere of Ricky Ian Gordon and
Michael Korie’s The Garden of the
Finzi-Continis, opening in January at
the Edward J. Safra Hall at the Mu-
seum of Jewish Heritage — A Living
Memorial to the Holocaust in down-
town Manhattan, guest-conducted by
Maestro James Lowe. Other upcom-
ing 2022 productions include the New
York premiere of Anthony Davis and
Richard Wesley’s Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning opera The Central Park Five.

CONSTANTINE ORBELIAN
Four-time Grammy-nominated

conductor Constantine Orbelian has
been called “the singer’s dream col-
laborator” by Opera News, which hailed
him for conducting vocal repertoire
“with the sensitivity of a lieder pia-
nist.” He has toured and recorded with
some of the world’s greatest singers,
such as American stars Renée Fleming,
Sondra Radvanovsky and Lawrence
Brownlee, and with the great Dmitri
Hvorostovsky and other renowned
Russian singers in European, North
American, Russian and Asian music
centers.

Maestro Orbelian’s accomplish-
ments include being Music Director of
the Moscow Chamber Orchestra and
the Philharmonia of Russia, founder of
the annual Palaces of St. Petersburg
International Music Festival, Chief
Conductor of the Kaunas City Sym-
phony Orchestra in Lithuania, and Ar-
tistic Director of the State Academic
Opera and Ballet Theater in Yerevan,
Armenia. Among his concert and tele-
vised appearances are collaborations
with Hvorostovsky, Renée Fleming,
Anna Netrebko, Elina Garanca and Van
Cliburn, including the legendary
pianist’s farewell performance.

Born in San Francisco to Russian
and Armenian émigrés parents, Mae-
stro Orbelian made his performing debut
as a piano prodigy with the San Fran-
cisco Symphony at the age of 11. After
graduating fromJuilliard in New York,
he embarked on a career as a piano
virtuoso that included appearances with
major symphony orchestras through-
out the U.S., U.K., Europe and Russia.

The first American to become
music director of an ensemble in Rus-
sia, he was awarded the coveted title
“Honored Artist of Russia” in 2004 in
recognition of his efforts championing
Russian-American cultural exchange.
In 2012 the Russian Consulate in San
Francisco awarded the maestro the
Russian Order of Friendship Medal,
joining such luminaries as Cliburn and
Riccardo Muti in being so honored. In
2001 Maestro Orbelian was awarded
the Ellis Island Medal of Honor, given
to immigrants, or children of immi-
grants, who have made outstanding
contributions to the United States.

Maestro Orbelian has recorded
over 60 CDs for the DELOS Label and
has additional DVDs and CDs which
have beenreleased on Decca, Deutsche
Gramophone, Chandos, Philips and
Warner labels.
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End of the Academic Year at UWC Dilijan

DILIJAN -- Having managed to
keep the campus in operation safely
during the pandemic and students in
face-to-face classes, UWC Dilijan
reached the end of the academic year
with a cohort of 117 graduates from
60 countries and 318 offers from in-
ternational universities.

When the pandemic hit in 2020
and the college had to send students
home (accommodating 36 of those,
who could not return to their families,
on the campus), UWC Dilijan concen-
trated on putting systems in place to
make its campus an exemplar of the
COVID-19 good practice and started
intensive communication with parents
via town halls and online events. The
college enrolled 225 students from 80
countries and by the third week of
September 2020 started face-to-face
classes. When on 27 September the
hostilities onthe Armenian-Azerbaijani
border turned into a war over Artsakh,
a new challenge was to keep students,
staff and parents reassured that the
situation would not affect UWC Dilijan
and to show solidarity with Armenian
students and staff whose lives were
directly impacted by the war.

Now, a year later, while the stu-
dents, staff and some parents gathered
at the school for the Graduation Cer-
emony of the Class of 2021, it was
virtual for the external community.
The UWCD students and staff showed
resilience, parents demonstrated trust
in the college and the board and all the
supporters expressed their unwaver-
ing support.

Admission of the 2021/23 cohort
of students went with increased inter-
est in the school globally and in Arme-
nia. This year the UWC National Com-
mittee of Armenia received 281 appli-
cations from Armenia and Artsakh for
20 places. Most of them will attend
UWC Dilijan with four places at UWC
schools in Germany, Italy and Tanza-
nia.

Out of 117 students of the class
of 2021, 101 have been admitted to
universities, 10 are taking a gap year
and 6 students are awaiting university
offers. The number of university ac-
ceptances this year is 318, while the
total number of universities is 121.

Top universities this year:

- USA: Harvard University,
Princeton University, Stanford Uni-
versity, University of Pennsylvania,
Brown University, Cornell University,
University of Chicago, Duke Univer-
sity, Northwestern University, Uni-

versity of California Berkeley, Amherst
College, Pomona College, Carleton
College, Middlebury College, Davidson
College

- Canada: McGill University,
University of British Columbia, Uni-
versity of Toronto, University of Wa-
terloo

- UK: Imperial College London,
University College London, King’s Col-
lege London, University of Edinburgh,
University of St. Andrews

- The Netherlands: Utrecht Uni-
versity, University of Amsterdam,
Leiden University, Maastricht Univer-
sity

- France: SciencesPo

- China: NYU Shanghai, Duke
Kunshan University

- Singapore: Yale-NUS

- UAE:NYU AbuDhabi

Geographically, 67% of univer-
sities that accepted UWC Dilijan stu-
dents are located in the USA, 8% in the
UK. Among other top countries are
Canada (8%), Netherlands (6%), Spain
(2%), Belgium (1%), Germany (1%).

Many UWC graduates become
Davis Scholars, attending one of the
99 partner institutions in the USA via
the Shelby Davis scholarship
programme. This year UWC Dilijan
has 70 Shelby Davis Scholars.

“Internationally, UWC Dilijan is
lauded for having the campus open
throughout the pandemic, the war in
Artsakh and political instability in Ar-
menia. We have been the only UWC
among 18 worldwide with an almost
uninterrupted academic process this
year. It is truly a major achievement
for a young international school in
Armenia, and it is a credit to UWC
Dilijan and Armenia, our wonderful
host country, who have the trust of
our community,” says Gabriel Ernesto
Abad Fernandez, Head of College.

“Our vision is for UWC Dilijan to
make an impact, primarily, on our
young people so that they, like us, can
pursue their dreams and reach their
potential in a creative and supportive
environment. Our ambition is for the
school to be a force — through the
power of education — in enhancing
global efforts to achieve a more peace-
ful, equitable and sustainable world
that we can pass on to our children. It
is taking a new meaning in a world that
has become more fractured due to the
confluence of unprecedented circum-
stances,” says Veronika Zonabend, the
Chair of the Board and co-founder of
UWC Dilijan.
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