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Pashinyan Calls for Clear Mandate
in June 20 Snap Parliamentary Election

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan has urged voters to
give him and his party a mandate to
continue to rule Armenia with a more
firm hand.

Campaigning in his native
Tavush province, Pashinyan again
said that the upcoming general elec-
tions must end the “velvet revolution”
that brought him to power in 2018
and mark the beginning of a “steel
revolution” involving tougher meth-
ods of governance.

“What does the steel revolution

mean?” he said during a campaign rally.
“It means strengthening institutions of
law enforcement, it means a dictator-
ship of the law, and we will go down
that path with your mandate.”

“With the steel mandate we will
take out all rusty nails, including in here
Ararat [province,]” the premier told on
Monday supporters rallying in Masis, a
small town just south of Yerevan.

Pashinyan similarly asked Arme-
nians last week to not just reelect him

Continued onpage 4

Philip Reeker: Troops Must Pool Back on the
Borders and All Prisoners, All Detainees Must
be Freed and Returned Home

YEREVAN — Philip Reeker, the
acting assistant secretary of state for
European and Eurasian affairs, ar-
rived in the Armenian capital late on
Wednesday from Baku where he met
with President [lham Aliyev and other
Azerbaijani officials.

In Yerevan he held a meeting
with Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
on Thursday. Welcoming the high-
ranking US diplomat, Pashinyan said
Reeker’s visit was a good opportu-
nity to discuss the U.S.-Armenian
agenda and prospects of bilateral re-
lations.

Pashinyan used the opportunity to
thank President Joe Biden for the offi-
cial recognition and condemnation of
the Armenian Genocide saying this will
contribute to maintaining stability and
security in the region.

Pashinyan noted that the recogni-
tion and condemnation of the Armenian
Genocide was an important factor in
the regional security, since the security
challenges of the Armenian people have
not changed over the past 100 years. He
said the 44-day war against Artsakh

Continued onpage 3

Armenian MFA Strongly Condemns
Erdogan’s Visit to Occupied Territories
of Artsakh

YEREVAN — The Armenian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has strongly
condemned the joint visit of the Presi-
dents of Turkey and Azerbaijan to the
Armenian historic and cultural center
of Artsakh — Shushi, which is cur-
rently under the Azerbaijani occupa-
tion, as an outright provocation against
regional peace and security.

“It is noteworthy that this visit
was preceded by the destruction of the
religious, historical and cultural heri-
tage of the forcibly displaced indig-
enous Armenian population, including
the desecration of the St. Holy Savior
Ghazanchetsots Cathedral — targeted
by the Turkish-Azerbaijani forces dur-
ing and after the war against Artsakh,
as well as the complete destruction of
the memorial commemorating the vic-
tims of the Armenian Genocide,” the
Ministry said.

“Such actions of the Turkish and
Azerbaijani authorities, aimed at con-
solidating the consequences of the use
of force against the people of Artsakh,
significantly undermine the interna-

tional efforts to establish stability in
the region and are utterly unaccept-
able. Restoration of the rights of the
Armenians of Artsakh, which includes
de-occupation of the territories of the
Republic of Artsakh and safe return of
the displaced population, is essential
for overcoming the Turkish-Azerbaijani
genocidal threat against the Armenian
people,” the statement reads.

According to the Foreign Minis-
try, these provocative actions clearly
reveal the false and misleading nature
of the statements coming from the
official Ankara and Baku on their in-
tentions to normalize the relations
with Armenia and the Armenian people.

“We once again emphasize that
the elimination of the consequences
of the recent Turkish-Azerbaijani ag-
gression against Artsakh should be
undertaken within the frameworks of
the comprehensive settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, under the
auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group
Co Chairmanship,” the Ministry
stated.

PM Pashinyan Announces Return of
15 Armenian Captives from Azerbaijan

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister of
Armenia Nikol Pashinyan announced
the return of 15 Armenian prisoners
from Azerbaijani captivity during his
election campaign in Karmir Gyukhe.

"15 of our brothers in captivity
are returning to the Republic of Arme-
nia. I will not disclose the details now,
they are on their way. I will make a
more detailed statement when they are
in the territory of the Republic of
Armenia," Pashinyan said.

Later in the day Pashinyan said
that Georgian, American and EU part-
ners played a role in ensuring the re-
turn of the prisoners.

“Two days ago I had a meeting
with acting US Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State Philip Reeker, who said
he had been instructed by Secretary of
State Antony Blinken to ensure break-
through in the return of Armenian
captives,” Pashinyan said.

According to him, Reeker said
they were willing to get involved, if the
Armenian side was ready for such
cooperaton.

“I said we are ready. And today,
as a result of these efforts, and the
efforts of our Georgian colleagues,
namely Prime Minister Irakli Gha-
ribashvili, our EU parters, 15 of our
captured brothers are returning to
Armenia,” the acting PM said.

They crossed the Red Bridge to
Georgia and headed for Armenia
through Bagratashen checkpoint. They
will now pass medical examination.

Nikol Pashinyan confirmed me-
dia reports that the Armenian side has
handed over maps of some minefields
to the Azerbaijani side.

“] want to say that we have not
exchanged maps for captives. We have
responded to a step with a step,”
Pashinyan stated.
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Joint-Letter in Support of Armenian POWs

INTERNATIONAL RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

ROUNDTABLE

WASHINGTON DC, June 15,
2021 - The Armenian Council of
America, joined 18 organizations and
individuals in a joint letter organized by
the International Religious Freedom
Roundtable in DC, a multi-faith coali-
tion of diverse religious and ethnic
backgrounds, calling on the US State
Department to place pressure on
Azerbaijantorelease Armenian prison-
ers of war and address religious free-
dom concerns in the region.

While the welcome news this
week that 15 Armenian prisoners of
war were released, there are still hun-
dreds of POWs who remain in
Azerbaijani custody. Armenia's Repre-
sentative Office to the European Court
of Human Rights has 240 cases of
alleged prisoners of war and civilian
detainees pending court intervention
with Azerbaijan.

The submitted joint public letter
raises serious concerns with the US
State Department  regarding
Azerbaijan’s refusal to return the re-
maining prisoners of war and captive
civilians in Nagorno-Karabakh espe-
cially given the numerous credible re-
ports of Azerbaijani forces subjecting
the POWs and civilians to torture and

other inhuman, cruel and degrading
treatment. [see: Human Rights Watch,
HART UK].

The letter also calls attention to
the reports of Azerbaijani forces de-
stroying historical houses of worship
and engaging in speech calling for the
eradication of the remaining Armenian
population.

The letter calls on the US State
Department, in light of the above, to:

-Ensure Azerbaijan immediately
releases all its prisoners of war and
captive civilians

-Condemn Azerbaijan’s destruc-
tion of religious sites and to place
pressure on Azerbaijan to ensure the
protection of the remaining religious
sites in Nagorno-Karabakh.

-Apply Global Magnitsky Sanc-
tions or similar measures on state offi-
cials who have been involved in war
crimes in Nagorno-Karabakh or called
for the eradication of Armenians.

-Work to effectively combat
speech which dehumanizes Armenians,
especially in schoolbooks.

-Review the Waiver of Section
907 of the Freedom Support Act With
Respect to Assistance to the Govern-
ment of Azerbaijan.

Armenian Central Bank Again Hikes
Key Interest Rate

YEREVAN -- The Central Bank
of Armenia (CBA) raised its main in-
terest rate on Tuesday for the fourth
time in six months, saying that infla-
tionary pressures on the Armenia
economy are continuing to grow.

The CBA’s governing board set
the refinancing rate at 6.5 percent, up
by 0.5 percentage points.

The minimum cost of borrowing
stood at 4.25 percent when the bank
began tightening its monetary policy in
December after a major depreciation
of the Armenian currency, the dram,
followed by rising consumer prices.

In a statement explaining the lat-
est rate hike, the CBA said that the
global economy’s faster-than-expected
recovery from the coronavirus crisis
is causing the prices of key foodstuffs
and commodities imported by Armenia
to rise further. It said this “high infla-
tionary environment” will persist in the
months ahead.

The bank also reported growing
consumer demand within Armenia fu-
elled by renewed economic growth,
rising cash remittances from abroad
and an “increase in the public’s infla-
tionary expectations.” “By contrast,
private investment activity remains
weak,” it said.

According to official statistics
cited by the CBA, annual inflation in
the country reached 7.9 percent late
last month, well above a 4 percent
target set by the Armenian authorities

for 2021. The CBA governor, Martin
Galstyan admitted recently that the au-
thorities will likely fail to meet the target.

Galstyan also said on June 3 that
the bank will revise upwards its 1.4
percent economic growth forecast for
2021 made earlier this year. The CBA
statement likewise noted Armenia’s
“faster-than-anticipated recovery”
from last year’s recession but did not
specify the bank’s revised growth pro-
jections.

Galstyan also noted a certain rise
in the tourism sector, saying there are
external impulses suggesting that the
year will be more positive than previ-
ously predicted.

The Armenian government and
the World Bank expect Armenia’s
economy to expand by more than 3
percent this year after shrinking by 7.6
percent in 2020.

June 19, 2021

Defense Ministry, ICRC Delegation
Discuss Issue of Armenians Missing in
Action and Hostages

YEREVAN -- Defense Minister
of Armenia Vagharshak Harutyunyan
received on June 11 the delegation led
by head of the Delegation of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in Armenia Thierry Ribo.

During the meeting the sides re-
ferred to the issues aimed at clarifying
the fates of missing in action and
hostages resulted by the Turkish-
Azerbaijani aggression against Artsakh
in September, 2020.

Vagharshak Harutyunyan ex-
pressed concerns over the fact that the
Azerbaijani side up till now conceals
the real number of POWs and civilian
hostages and attempts to make this
exclusively humanitarian issue a sub-

ject for political speculations. It was
mentioned that this behavior is a gross
violation of now only international laws,
but also the trilateral declaration signed
between the leaders of Armenia, Rus-
sia and Azerbaijan on November 9,
2020.

Vagharshak Harutyunyan thanked
the head of the ICRC Armenia delega-
tion for its efforts aimed at the pro-
tection of the rights of the Armenian
citizens kept in Azerbaijan.

Thierry Ribo assured that the
ICRC delegation carries out all neces-
sary steps for acquiring information
about the fates of the missing in action,
as well as the POWs and civilian hos-
tages.

Azerbaijan Sentences Lebanese-Armenian
Viken Euljekian to 20 Years in Prison

BAKU — A court in Azerbaijan
has sentenced a Lebanese-born Arme-
nian national Viken Euljekian to 20
years in prison on Monday seven
months after he was detained by
Azerbaijani forces in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Euljekian, travelled to Karabakh
with a Lebanese-Armenian friend,
Maral Najarian, on November 10 hours
after a Russian-brokered ceasefire
stopped last year’s Armenian-
Azerbaijani war. They were detained
in the Karabakh town of Shushi and
taken to Baku.

Euljekian, who lived in Shushi
and worked as a taxi driver before the
war, was accused of being a terrorist
and mercenary and illegally entering
Azerbaijan. Najarianrisked similar ac-
cusations before being released and
repatriated in early March.

Euljekian, who has dual Armenian

and Lebanese citizenships, was found
guilty after a short trial condemned by
Armenia’s government and human rights
groups as a travesty of justice.

Liparit Drmeyan, an aide to
Armenia’s representative to the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights (ECHR),
said Euljekian did not have access to
lawyers chosen by him and the
Azerbaijani authorities failed to substan-
tiate the charges leveled against him.

Drmeyan said the Armenian gov-
ernment will appeal against the verdict
in the Strasbourg-based court. “We
are convinced that Azerbaijan has vio-
lated Viken Euljekian’s rights,” he told
RFE/RL’s Armenian Service.

Euljekian is one of more than 100
Armenian soldiers and civilians be-
lieved to remain in Azerbaijani captiv-
ity. Yerevan regularly demands their
immediate release, citing the terms of
the truce agreement.
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Swedish Bombardier Executive Charged for
Azerbaijan Bribery

June 19, 2021

Armenia Has Great Ambitions and Potential
in Space Research

A former manager at the Swed-
ish branch of Bombardier Transporta-
tion, a major engineering company,
has been indicted on Wednesday on
charges of aggravated bribery in what
is one of Sweden’s biggest ever cor-
ruption scandals, OCCRP reports.

Thomas Bimer, a former busi-
ness area manager at Bombardier in
Sweden, will now face trial for his role
in the allegedly corrupt tender that
Bombardier wonin Azerbaijanin 2013.

Prosecutors argue the $350 mil-
lion contract to install signaling sys-
tems for a section of Azeri railway
involved Bombardier paying a $100
million bribe to at least one mid-rank-
ing railway executive.

“[Bimer] was the head of the
department in charge of this project.
We believe that he was aware that
Bombardier colluded with the cus-
tomer in Azerbaijan,” Prosecutor
Staffan Edlund, of the National Anti-

Corruption Unit, told OCCRP.

The allegedly bribed Azeri rail-
way executive also represented a local
business, Trans-Signal-Rabita (TSR),
which won the tender together with
the Swedish company. TSR and Bom-
bardier Sweden rigged the tender so
that Bombardier Sweden would win it,
according to the indictment now being
filed in the Stockholm District Court.

Both Mr Bimer and Bombardier
deny any wrongdoing, as does the
Azerirailway executive, says the pros-
ecutor, although Swedish investiga-
tors have not been able to question the
latter.

Furthermore, itis likely that there
were other employees at the railway
authority in Azerbaijan who received a
cut of the payments.

The prosecutor notes that Swed-
ish Bombardier’s former CEO was
previously also suspected of bribery,
along with several others,.

Philip Reeker: Troops Must Pool Back

Continued frompage 1

(Nagorno-Karabakh) last autumn
showed that the same actors who took
part in the organization and implemen-
tation of the Armenian Genocide took
part in this war as well.

Reeker noted that this was his
first visit to Armenia and he was glad
to discuss bilateral relations with his
Armenian counterparts. He conveyed
to Nikol Pashinyan the greetings of US
Secretary of State Anthony Blinken,
confirming his readiness to develop
partnership with Armenia and help it
with democratic reforms.

The two men also spoken about
the situation in the region. Both sides
noted the importance of the role of the
OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs and the
need to take steps to defuse tensions.

“As we made very clear in state-
ments from Washington, we would
like to see both parties pull back to
positions, relocate to where they were
on May 11,” Reeker told RFE/RL’s
Armenian Service after meeting with
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and
senior Armenian diplomats.

He said the troop disengagement
is essential for preventing shootouts
and other violent incidents at border
sections where Armenian and
Azerbaijani soldiers have been facing
off against each other for the past
month. It should be followed by a
demarcation of the long and mountain-
ous frontier, he said, adding that Wash-

ington is ready to provide “technical
expertise” for that purpose.

The State Department similarly
urged both sides to “return to their
previous positions and cease military
fortification of the non-demarcated bor-
der” in a statement issued on May 27.
A department spokeswoman said ear-
lier that Baku should “pull back all
forces immediately and cease further
provocation.”

Pashinyan proposed on May 27
that Armenia and Azerbaijan withdraw
their troops from the disputed border
areas and let Russia and/or the United
States and France, the two other coun-
tries co-chairing the OSCE Minsk
Group, deploy observers there. He
also called for the launch of a process
of “ascertaining border points” super-
vised by the international community.

Asked whether the U.S. supports
the idea of an observation mission,
Reeker said: “The talk of some sort of
a peacekeeping mechanism or observ-
ers has long been part of the co-chair
process. For many, many years that’s
been discussed.”

According to an Armenian gov-
ernment statement, Pashinyan told
Reeker that Baku must withdraw its
forces from Armenia’s “sovereign
territory” and unconditionally free
all Armenian soldiers and civilians
remaining in Azerbaijani captivity
seven months after a Russian-
brokered ceasefire stopped the war
in Karabakh.

Armenia is a country with great
ambitions and potential in the field of
space research, acting Minister of
High-Tech Industry Hayk Chobanyan
said at the Global Space Exploration
Conference (GLEX-2021) in Saint
Petersburg. He attached importance to
cooperation with key players in the
field and participation in international
events.

“Introduction of digital technolo-
gies and digitalization in all fields, in-
cluding space research, is a priority in
the world today. Taking into account
that space exploration is accompanied
by technological progress, the Arme-
nian government is investing in the
development of this direction. We strive
to work with the world’s leading coun-
tries to use space for peaceful pur-
poses and to engage in other global
projects,” the acting Minister said.

A specialized exhibition has been
opened within the framework of the

conference, which will last until June
18, plenary sessions with the partici-
pation of space agency heads are
planned. Thematic discussions, nego-
tiations, a cooperation forum, a special
session dedicated to the 60th anniver-
sary of Yuri Gagarin’s flight will take
place.

GLEX 2021 has been organized
by Roscosmos State Corporation in
cooperation with the World Astro-
nomical Federation.

The conference brings together
scientists, engineers, designers from
different countries eager to explore the
space and willing to share their
thoughts and plans with partners.

GLEX-2021 is attended by
about 800 representatives from 59
countries, including China, India, the
United States, Canada, Mexico and
Brazil. A total of 576 reports will be
presented within the framework of
the event.

New Premises of Lycée Anatole France
Inaugurated in Yerevan

The Ambassador of France in
Armenia, Jonathan Lacdte, and the
Director of Agency for French Educa-
tion Abroad (AEFE), Olivier Brochet
inaugurated on June 14 the new pre-
mises of the Lycée Frangais Anatole
France in Yerevan, the French Em-
bassy in Armenia informs.

Armenian Deputy Minister of
Education, Science, Culture and Sports
of the Republic of Armenia, Artur
Martirosyan attended the event.

This building provided by the
Armenian government will allow the
Lycée to host more students both
French expatriates or Armenians (al-

ready a majority). Thanks to coopera-
tion with AEFE, It will enter a new
stage of development from September
1, 2021.

The Anatole France Lycée is part
ofthe worldwide network of 540 AEFE
schools located in 139 countries. It is
the only French school in Armenia,
founded in 2007. It has 260 students
aged 2 to 18.

All its levels of education are ap-
proved and recognized by the French
Ministry of National Education. The edu-
cational complex also has a department
of Armenian high school licensed by the
Ministry of Education of Armenia.



BY NORA VOSBIGIAN (London)

The recent English translation of
Missak Khralian’s memoir, Palahovid;
An Ancestral Memoir, makes for
shocking reading. Originally published
in 1938 by Masis Press in Sofia, Bul-
garia, this is the memoir of a child
survivor of the Armenian Genocide.

Missak Khralian was a 14 year-
old boy in the village of Til, near the
town of Palou in upper Diyarbekir
province, when the Ottoman Turks
embarked on the genocide of Arme-
nians in 1915. Khralian was young
enough to avoid summary execution
alongside the Armenian men of the
village, and old enough to survive,
escape, and bear witness to what hap-
pened.

Starting with the execution of the
men, followed by the general deporta-
tion of remaining Armenians, Khralian
was among twenty or so Armenian
women and children who were kept in
Tilto be assimilated into Muslimhouse-
holds. These captive Armenians had to
renounce their identities and become
Muslims. The women were expected
to be taken by local Muslim men, or
face new deportations, and death.

As Khralian recounts, the whole
process of murder and assimilation
was supervised by Ottoman state offi-
cials and carried out by local Turks
and Kurds.

Khralian was much abused and
exploited as a captive but, unlike the
young women, he was able to move
about, looking after his Kurdish
master’s animals. He was thus able to
make invaluable observations and es-
tablish contacts with other victims.
His memoir-testimony is thus informed
and cuts across many aspects of the
Armenian Genocide. He presents us
with a detailed account of what he
witnessed, including the fate of sev-
eral young Armenian girls who were
killed under terrible circumstances.
Khralian’s work makes for excruciat-
ing reading.

According to Khralian, 70% of
the 160 Armenians in Til were killed
within a month of persecutions, i.e.
the outright killing of all adult men and
the deportation and disappearance of
mostly women (but also some chil-
dren.) Of the women who were kept
behind, 30% were taken by Muslim
men and survived, and 70% were ei-
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What Happened in the Village of Til,
Palou, 19157
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PALAHOVID
AN ANCESTRAL MEMOIR

{An Armenian Osphan's Experiences of Te
during the Extermination of Armienis

ther killed by their captors or forced
into new deportations in August 1915.
The Armenian children who were sepa-
rated were placed in Muslim families
and subjected to assimilation. A small
number of these children were still
killed or disappeared.

At the end of WWI, many of the
older children escaped to orphanages
in Kharpert, including the author and a
few relatives, before these orphanages
were closed by the Kemalist forces.
Khralian’s account suggests that the
very young children and women could
not escape, especially women who
had borne children to their captors.
According to Khralian’s account, and
comparable sources, one could esti-
mate that up to 15% of Armenians in
the Palou region survived the Arme-
nian Genocide. While a number of
these survivors escaped at the end of
WWI, up to 10% of the region’s origi-
nal Armenian population (around 1,000
women and children) remained be-
hind. Their descendants would num-
ber in the thousands today.

(This article-review was written
following an interview with Ara
Sarafian, the executive director of the
Gomidas Institute).

Missak Khralian, Palahovid: An
Ancestral Memoir, trans. from Arme-
nian by Simon Beugekian; ed. with an
intro. by Ara Sarafian, (London:
Gomidas Institute, 2021), xx + 160
pages, map, photos, ISBN 978-1-
909382-63-3, pb., US$25.00. For
more information visit
www.gomidas.org/books or contact
info@gomidas.org

Pashinyan Calls for Clear Mandate

Continued frompage 1

and his Civil Contract party but also
“replace the velvet mandate with a
steel mandate” so that his administra-
tion can get tougher on the country’s
former leaders and their loyalists chal-
lenging his rule.

On Tuesday, Pashinyan prom-
ised to "cut off the hand" that would
try to oppose the southern province of
Syunik to the rest of Armenia as he
campaigned in the provincial town of
Sisian for the June 20 early elections
to the National Assembly.

According to Pashinyan, some
people perceive Syunik not as a home-

land, but as "a customs terminal, a
source of replenishment of their off-
shore accounts." "These people are
trying to oppose Syunik to the rest of
Armenia," he said.

During his speech, Pashinyan
brandished a metal hammer tied with
three-color ribbons - which in his view,
symbolizes the "steel revolution," the
follow-up to the 'velvet revolution' that
brought him to power in 2018 May.

The prime minister has repeatedly
complained that he has been too tolerant
of them since the 2018 regime change
despite what he regularly describes as
their corrupt practices and other abuses
committed while in power.
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SAS Awards Travel, Research Grants to
Graduate Students for Spring 2021

The Society
for Armenian Stud-
ies (SAS) has se-
lected its awardees | 4
for its Graduate Re- |
search and Confer-
ence Grants Pro-
gram for M.A. and
Ph.D. Students. Es-
tablishedin2019, the
goal of the Grants
Program is to pro-
vide resources for
graduate students to
conduct research
and present papers at
conferences. Grants
of up to $1000 are
awarded semi-annu-
ally toeligible gradu-
ate students. The
Spring 2021 group
of applicants was
chosen by a selec-
tion committee com-
posed of members of the SAS Execu-
tive Council.

Victoria Abrahamyan is a Ph.D.
candidate at the University of
Neucha”tel, Switzerland. Her disser-
tation entitled “Armenian Refugees:
State Formation and Identity Con-
struction in the French Mandatory
Syria, 1920-1939” deals with Arme-
nian refugees to analyze state forma-
tion processes in Syria. She argues
that Armenian refugees played an im-
portant role in the state and nation-
building processes that shaped mod-
ern-day Syria. Her work is part of a
wider research project called BOR-
DER - “Towards a Decentered History
of the Middle East: Trans-border
Spaces, Circulations, Frontier Effects
and State Formation, 1920-1946.”
BORDER aims at developing a theo-
retical reflection on borders and na-
scent nation-states in the post-Otto-
man Middle East from a decentered
perspective.

Emre Can Daglioglu is a Ph.D.
student in the Department of History at
Stanford University. His research ex-
amines how capitalism was locally
transformed and restructured in the
Ottoman Empire after the Public Debt
Administration (PDA) became the
backbone of state finances in the late
19th century and to examine the role of
silk in reshuffling and refiguring local
and global financial, socio- political,
and environmental networks in the
East Mediterranean.

Armen Manuk-Khaloyan is a
Ph.D. candidate in the Department of
History at Georgetown University. His
current research is entitled “Druzhiny:
Life and Death on the Russo-Ottoman
Front, 1914-1917” which deals with
the Armenian volunteer battalions that
served in the Russian army during
World War I.

Bedros Torosian is a Ph.D. stu-
dent in the Department of History at
the University of California, Irvine. His
research entitled “A Man at Home is
Worth a Thousand Men at Sea: Terri-
toriality, Nationalism, and the Making
of Ottoman Armenian Masculinity”
deals with masculinization of two imagi-
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nary yet intertwined Ottoman and Ar-
menian geobodies on the eve of in-
creased Armenian male emigration
from the Ottoman Empire to the United
States at the turn of the twentieth
century. Relying on previously unex-
plored Armenian-language newspaper
articles and editorials printed on both
sides of the Atlantic, the essay exam-
ines the symbioticrelationship between
territoriality, masculinity, and patriar-
chal nationalism both before and after
the momentous 1908 Young Turk Revo-
lution and until the outbreak of World
War I.

The next application cycle will
have a deadline of September 15,2021.

The SAS Graduate and Research
Grant was made possible through the
generous institutional support of the
Armenian Studies Program, Univer-
sity of Michigan, Ann Arbor; the
Meghrouni Family Presidential Chair
in Armenian Studies, University of
California, Irvine; the Hovannisian
Chair of Modern Armenian History,
University of California, Los Angeles;
the Arthur H. Dadian and Ara Oztemel
Chair of Armenian Art & Architec-
ture, Tufts University; the National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR); the Armenian
Communities Department, Gulbenkian
Foundation; the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram, California State University,
Fresno; the Institute of Armenian Stud-
ies, University of Southern California;
and AGBU Nubar Library, Paris.

The Society of Armenian Stud-
ies is an international body, composed
of scholars and students, whose aims
are to promote the study of Armenian
culture and society, including his-
tory, language, literature, and social,
political, and economic questions; to
facilitate the exchange of scholarly
information pertaining to Armenian
studies around the world; and to spon-
sor panels and conferences on Arme-
nian studies.

For membership information or
more information on the Society for
Armenian Studies, please visit the SAS
website, at
societyforarmenianstudies.com.
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