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PM Pashinyan's Civil Contract Party Secures Constitutional Majority
in a Landslide Victory

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s
Civil Contract party has defied opinion
polls ahead of Armenia's June 20 snap
elections in a landslide victory that
gives it a parliamentary majority.

Pashinyan’s party won about 54
percent of the vote compared to about
21 percent for the opposition Armenia
Alliance of former President Robert
Kocharian.

None of the other 20 parties and
three alliances in the elections cleared
the minimum threshold needed to win
parliamentary seats: 5 percent for par-

ties or 7 percent for alliances.

Since Armenia’s constitution re-
quires at least three parties or alliances
in the unicameral parliament, the Re-
publican Party of former President
Serzh Sarkisian also will take seats as
the third-place finisher with just under
5 percent of the vote.

Armenia’s early elections were
called by Pashinyan in an attempt to
resolve a political crisis that has afflicted
Yerevan since Armenian forces lost a
six-week war against Azerbaijanlast fall.

Pashinyan noted in a June 21

Facebook post that his Civil Contract
party “will have a constitutional major-
ity” and will be able to form a govern-
ment on its own.

Nevertheless, he told supporters
early on June 21 that his party will start
political consultations in the next few
days with “all healthy parties and
groups that took part in the elections in
order to understand their visions on
our political life and possible future
consolidation of public forces.”

“I am telling you again that we
will do our best to discuss the ways of
consolidating all healthy public re-
sources around our mandate and form-
ing a national unity and national accord
in Armenia that will truly be based on
law,” Pashinyan said.

Kocharian’s alliance said it would
not recognize the results until alleged
voting irregularities were addressed.
But international observers from the
Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe (OSCE) said the vote
had been "competitive and generally
well-managed."

Meanwhile, analysts say the like-
lihood of postelection violence on the
streets of Yerevan has been reduced

by the wide margin of victory for Civil
Contract and instructions from
Pashinyan for police to avoid inflam-
ing the situation and to refrain from
using violence against demonstrators.

Pashinyan’s party had three ad-
vantages in winning.

One was overwhelming support
in the rural towns and villages after
years of neglect from previous gov-
ernments led by Kocharian and
Sarkisian, that provided a voting surge
in terms of the electoral map.”

Another advantage was
Pashinyan’s ability to garner critical
swing votes from the sizeable bloc of
30 percent of eligible voters who iden-
tified themselves as undecided.

People in this undecided bloc
voted for Pashinyan in large numbers
not because they like Pashinyan, but
because they fear Kocharian and the
opposition more.

The third and final reason for the
outcome is that all of the opposition
vote against Pashinyan was split into
four competing political parties and
factions, the opposition’s failure to
form a coalition diluted and divided the
anti-Pashinyan vote.

US State Department Congratulates
People of Armenia on Elections

WASHINGTHON, DC — The
United States has congratulated the
people of Armenia on their June 20
parliamentary elections.

“We welcome the overall posi-
tive assessment by the OSCE/ODIHR
Election Observation Mission. We are
pleased that ODIHR’s preliminary con-
clusions noted voters’ human rights
and fundamental freedoms were gen-
erally respected, contestants were able
to campaign freely, and that ODIHR
assessed election-day vote counting as
positive,” the US Department of State
said in a statement.

“We share ODIHR’s concern
regarding intense polarization and in-
flammatory rhetoric among key con-
testants. We urge Armenians of all
political affiliations to respect the re-
sults of these elections once certified,
employ the legal election grievance
process to address issues of concern,
and avoid political retaliation as Arme-
nia continues to pursue a sovereign,

democratic, peaceful, and prosperous
future,” it added.

“The United States is committed
to strengthening our partnership with
Armenia based on shared democratic
values. We commend Armenia for the
progress it has made with respect to
reforms and anti-corruption efforts
and encourage Armenia to continue
along this path, in line with the aspira-
tions of the Armenian people, as ex-
pressed in the spring of 2018. We urge
all parties to respect the rule of law and
democratic principles and look for-
ward to working with the new Gov-
ernment to grow our bilateral relation-
ship and cooperation,

We commend Ambassador
Lynne Tracy and U.S. Embassy Staff
in Yerevan for their strong, ongoing
support for Armenia’s democratic
development. Through their dedica-
tion and hard work, we will continue
to advance the U.S.-Armenia part-
nership.” The statement reads.

European Observers Praise Armenian
Election Conduct

YEREVAN — European observ-
ers gave on Monday a largely positive
assessment of the Armenian authorities’
handling of the weekend parliamentary
elections won by Prime Minister
Pashinyan and his Civil Contract party.

The heads of the largest interna-
tional observation mission mostly de-

ployed to Armenia by the Organization
for Security and Cooperation (OSCE)
presented its preliminary findings at a
joint news conference in Yerevan. The
mission consisted of over 330 moni-
tors who visited polling stations across

Continued onpage 3

Russia to Deploy Troops in Gegharkunik
Province of Armenia Bordering Azerbaijan

YEREVAN -- Lieutenant-General
Artak Davtyan, the chief of the Arme-
nian army’s General Staff, said on
Tuesday, that Moscow and Yerevan
are close to reaching a relevant agree-
ment to deploy Russian troops in
Armenia’s Gegharkunik province bor-
dering Azerbaijan.

“As soon as there is a final agree-
ment in terms of time frames and
technical issues there will be a further
announcement,” he told reporters.

Gegharkunik province borders
the Kelbajar district west of Nagorno-
Karabakh which was retaken by
Azerbaijan following the autumn war.

Azerbaijani troops crossed sev-
eral sections of the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border and advanced a few
kilometers into Gegharkunik and an-
other province, Syunik, on May 12-
14. Yerevan has repeatedly demanded
their withdrawal since then. Baku in-
sists that its troops took positions on
the Azerbaijani side of the frontier.

Gegharkunik’s governor, Gnel
Sanosyan, announced the impending
deployment of Russian border guards
there late on Monday. He said that it
will be followed by the withdrawal of
Armenian and Azerbaijani forces from
contested border portions.

Davtyan did not confirm the
planned troop disengagement men-
tioned by Sanosyan.

“Negotiations are taking place
with the Russian side because there
are still issues,” he said. “Our goal is to

have Azerbaijani forces withdraw from
our territory without any clashes.”

It is not clear whether Russian
military personnel could also be dis-
patched to the disputed border section
in Syunik.

Russia already deployed army
soldiers and border guards elsewhere
in Syunik following the Armenian-
Azerbaijani war stopped by a Russian-
brokered ceasefire in November.

Russia’s and Armenia’s defense
ministers discussed further Russian
deployments in a January 16 phone
call. They again spoke by phone on
Monday.

“Sergei Shoigu and Vagharshak
Harutyunyan discussed the situation at
Armenian-Azerbaijani border sections
in Gegharkunik and Syunik and ways
of resolving it,” the Armenian Defense
Ministry said in a statement. It gave no
details.
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MPFA: The Declaration Signed by the
Presidents of Turkey and Azerbaijan
Targeted Against Armenian People

YEREVAN — The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Armenia has already
issued a statement strongly condemn-
ing the joint visit of the Presidents of
Turkey and Azerbaijan to the currently
occupied city of Shushi of the Repub-
lic of Artsakh, and described it as an
outright provocation against regional
peace and security.

The declaration signed by the
Presidents of Turkey and Azerbaijan in
Shushi, as well as the remarks made by
the President of Turkey in the Parlia-
ment of Azerbaijan are equally deplor-
able and provocative.

Although one of the provisions
of the Turkish-Azerbaijani declaration
states that the document is not di-
rected against a third party, its entire
content, nevertheless, targets the Ar-
menian people. It clearly reveals that
the two states, which launched a 44-
day aggression against the Republic of
Artsakh, made an alliance against the
self-determination of the people of
Artsakh, the territorial integrity of the
Republic of Armenia, and the rights of
the Armenian people around the world
who survived the genocide.

The “Zangezur corridor” expres-
sion used in the declaration proves that
Turkey and Azerbaijan, encouraged by
the impunity of their joint aggression
and mass atrocities committed against
the people of Artsakh, are now making
public agreements against the territo-
rial integrity and sovereignty of the
Republic of Armenia. The agreement
of the two states to fight against the
international recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide is equally worrying.

The abovementioned agreements
completely contradict the peremptory
norms of general international law. In
this respect we should emphasize that
according to the international law, par-
ticularly the Vienna Convention on the
Law of Treaties of 1969, all interna-
tional treaties that conflict with a pe-
remptory norm of general international
law are void and can have no interna-
tional legitimacy.

It is noteworthy that this declara-
tion is based not on the UN Charter or
the comprehensive and indivisible con-
cept of security of the OSCE, but on
their approach of “kinship security”,
which is promoted as the principle of
unification of the “Turkic world.”

Amid such an Armenophobic
context, the proposals of the President
of Turkey voiced in the Parliament of
Azerbaijan on creating a platform for
regional cooperation are hypocritical
and misleading.

The public agreements of the
Presidents of Turkey and Azerbaijan
contain not only genocidal threats
against the Armenian people in the
region, but also a serious challenge for
all countries interested in international
and regional peace and security, that
necessitates close cooperation among
all these countries.

The situation deriving from the
use of force and aggression against the
people of Artsakh cannot become a
basis for lasting peace, just as various
made-up Turkish-Azerbaijani initiatives
in Shushi cannot alienate this Arme-
nian cultural center from Artsakh and
the Armenian people.

2,800-Year-Old Urartian Castle
Discovered in Van

A team of archaeologists has
unearthed a castle dating back to
the Urartian era in eastern Turkey,
Hurriyet Daily News reports.

The remains of the castle dat-
ing back 2,800 years ago were dis-
covered during an excavation
project sponsored by Van Yiiziincii
Yil University on a mountain at an
altitude of 2,500 meters in the
Gilrpinar district of eastern Van
province.

A large cistern with a depth of
6.5 meters, a length of 6.5 meters,
and a diameter of 2.5 meters, walls,
and ceramic remains were found in
the castle.

“Although it is believed to be

dated back to the Urartian era like
the Van Castle, we see that it was
mostly used in the Middle Ages,”
Rafet Cavusoglu, the head of the
excavation team and an archeology
professor at Van Yiiziinci Yil Uni-
versity, told Anadolu Agency.
“We understand that this place
was built about 2,800 years ago
from ceramic pieces, the cistern,
and the city walls,” Cavusoglu said.
Meanwhile, he added that they
“found that limestone rock and sand-
stone were used in the construction of
walls in the region. This castle is a very
important discovery for us.”

Continued onpage 4
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Russia Warns of Response to Turkish
Military Base in Azerbaijan

MOSCOW — Russia will take
steps to ensure its national security if
Turkey opens a military base in
Azerbaijan, the Kremlinsaidon Friday.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan did not rule out Turkey’s
permanent military presence in
Azerbaijan after visiting on Tuesday
the Nagorno-Karabakh town of Shushi
captured by Azerbaijani forces during
last year’s war.

Inajoint declaration signed there,
Erdogan and his Azerbaijani counter-
part Ilham Aliyev pledged to further
deepen military and other ties between
their nations. Aliyev said the declara-
tion calls for their “mutual military
assistance” in the event of an armed
conflict with third states.

Erdogan on Thursday did not
exclude a Turkish military base in
Azerbaijan. “There may be develop-
ment, expansion here later,” he told
Turkey’s NTV channel.

Commenting on Erdogan’s state-
ment, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said: “The deployment of mili-
tary infrastructure by the [NATO]
alliance countries near our borders is
cause for our special attention as well
as a reason for us to take steps to
ensure our security and interests.”

Peskov also said Russia is “in
close contact” with Turkey,
Azerbaijan and Armenia on “fur-
ther stabilizing the situation” in the
South Caucasus after the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani war stopped by a
Russian-brokered ceasefire in No-
vember. Regional players must not
take actions containing “any elements
that could cause a rise in tensions,”

Russian news agencies quoted him as
saying.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov was more dismissive of the
talk of Turkish military presence in
Azerbaijan. “We have not discussed
that issue and do not comment on
rumors,” he told a news conference on
Friday.

Lavrov’s remarks contrasted
with concerns voiced by some Rus-
sian lawmakers and pundits. Gazeta.ru,
a major Russian news website, said
Moscow’s reaction to a possible Turk-
ish military deployment in Azerbaijan
would be “very negative.”

It quoted Alexander Sherin, the
deputy chairman of a Russian parlia-
ment committee on defense, as saying
that Azerbaijan can already be consid-
ered a de facto NATO member be-
cause its soldiers fought alongside
Turkish troops against Russia’s ally
Armenia during the Karabakh war. “Its
de jure membership [in NATO] is only
a matter of time,” claimed Sherin.

UK Government: Baku “Trophy Park”
Encourages and Celebrates Hatred

LONDON  -- g

The UK Government
has responded to
Azerbaijan’s decision
to create a “trophy
park” celebrating
their actions against |
Armenians in '
Nagorno-Karabakh E3
andsaid “the UK Gov-
ernment will support g
the Government of
Armenia as it recov-
ers from last year’s [gs
conflict”. Baku’s [l
Trophy Park simply \
encourages and cel-

ebrates hatred.

Lord (Tariq) Ahmad of
Wimbledon, Minister of State for South
Asia and the Commonwealth, UK Prime
Minister’s Special Representative on
Preventing Sexual Violence in Con-
flict, responded to a letter by Lord
Alton of Liverpool. The message reads:

Thank you for your email of 11
May about the opening of a ‘trophy
park’ in Azerbaijan. I am replying as
the Minister of State for responsible
for Human Rights.

The UK Government is aware of
the ‘trophy park’ that has recently
been opened by President Aliyev in
Baku following last year’s Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. During her visit to

the region in February the Minister for
the European Neighbourhood and the
Americas urged both the Armenian
and Azerbaijani Governments to re-
frain from rhetoric and actions that
may exacerbate the tensions. We will
continue to raise our concerns with
the appropriate Governments.

I want to assure you that the UK
Government will support the Govern-
ment of Armenia as it recovers from
last year’s conflict. We shall continue
to encourage both parties to engage in
substantive negotiations under the
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs to find
a peaceful, sustainable and fully nego-
tiated settlement.
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Commemorating the 20 Armenian Martyrs

PASADENA — On June 17, 2021, Armenian Council of America Board
Member Mr. Harry Unell delivered a speech commemorating the 20 Armenian
martyrs who were unjustly executed in the Sultan Beyazit Square of Constantinople
(now Istanbul) on June 15, 1915 during the Armenian genocide.

Bellow is his speech it’s entirety:

Tonight, commemorate the
memory and legacy of the 20 martyrs
of the Armenian Genocide.

These Armenian heroes fought
and died for religious and minority
tolerance, struggled against the forces
of state sanctioned persecution, and
genocide, perpetrated by the Turkish
Ottoman regime, and most importantly
they struggled to ensure a foundation
was set for a free and independent
Armenian nation, build on values that
we all hold dear.

For decades, the Armenian Coun-
cil of America has made it our mission
to fight for these very values and have
taken to heart, the inspirational ex-
ample that these valiant patriots have
set.

Within the last few years, we
have expanded our activism work
within federal and local governments
throughout the United States, champi-
oning for healthy relations between a
free Armenia, a free Artsakh and the
United States of America.

Recently, we have seen the reaf-
firmation by the legislative and Execu-
tive branches, recognizing the Arme-
nian Genocide for the genocide it was.

I know within my heart of hearts,
that the 20ner would rejoice with tears
in their eyes, to see how far we have
come in our struggle.

But, as many of you know, our
struggle has only begun and the chal-
lenges we face now are far greater and
more dangerous than they ever were
before.

Armenia and Artsakh stand on
the precipice of disaster, brought about
by Turkish and Azeri aggressors, as
was demonstrated during the 44 day
war.

War, persecution, intolerance,
and yes ethnic cleansing, are the tools
being employed to once again destroy
our people.

On June 20th, Armenia will have
another snap election. This election is
now one of the most important in
Armenian history.

I cannot presume to speak for
the 20ner, nor would I ever wish to. I
can only say that these visionaries, and
true patriots of the Armenian people,
lived, dreamed, and died, for a free-
dom of all Armenians. We must learn
from them, and apply their lessons, to
the challenges we face today.

We cannot give up on a free and
democratic Armenia or Artsakh. An
Armenia and Artsakh where justice,
happiness, and freedom are a right for
all. An Armenia where corruption, in-
tolerance, and fear have no place. And
most importantly, we cannot stop our
struggle against the forces of Geno-
cide.

Just as valiantly the 20 face their
struggles head on, we must redouble
our efforts within America to ensure
that the governments of our aggres-
sors are held accountable for their
violent and criminal acts against the
Armenian people.

European Observers Praise Armenia

Continued frompage 1

the country during Sunday’s voting
and ensuing ballot counting.

“Our overall conclusion is that
the June 20 early parliamentary elec-
tions in the Republic of Armenia were
competitive and generally very well-
managed within a short time frame,”
said Kari Henriksen of the OSCE Par-
liamentary Assembly. “However, they
were characterized by intense polar-
ization and marked by increasingly
inflammatory rhetoric among key con-
testants.”

“Election day, including the vote
count, was assessed positively over-
all,” stressed Henriksen.

“Despite a very polarized politi-
cal climate we had elections that were
held very well and without any com-
promise to their democratic charac-
ter,” said George Katrougalos, who led
two dozen observers dispatched by
the Council of Europe’s Parliamentary
Assembly.

Katrougalos said they witnessed
only “some minor technical irregulari-
ties in some polling stations” which
could have seriously affected the out-
come of the snap elections. All Arme-
nian political factions should therefore
accept the official vote results that
gave a landslide victory Pashinyan’s
party, he told reporters.

Eoghan Murphy, who led most
members of the monitoring mission
deployed by the OSCE’s Warsaw-
based Office of Democratic Institu-
tions and Human Rights, urged the
Armenian authorities to properly in-
vestigate all allegations of fraud and
foul play. But he emphasized in that
regard the mission’s “generally posi-
tive assessment of what happened in
polling stations” on Sunday.

Murphy also said: “All candi-
dates could campaign freely through-
out the process and voters were pro-
vided with a broad range of options.”

The CIS observer mission in Ar-
menia also reported that it did not
register any violations during elections
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A Brief History of
the 20 Hunchakian Martyrs

GYO co-Chair Alison Ghafari delivered Gaidz Y outh Organization
message at the SDHP Commemoration for the 20 Armenian Martyrs held on

June 17, 2021 in Pasadena.
BY ALISON GHAFARI

As Armenian youth, we are taught
the history of Armenia and the impor-
tant individuals who sacrificed every-
thing for the perseverance of our people,
our culture, our nation.

From Hayk Nahabed to Gregory
the [1luminator, from Mesrop Mashtots
to Vartan Mamikonian, these individu-
als shaped Armenia’s history. Among
such notable individuals are the 20
Armenian Martyrs, whose sacrifice,
although in vain, was no less heroic
than their predecessors. Their story
and fate is interwoven within the his-
tory of our people.

Had they not been betrayed, the
Genocide committed against Arme-
nians would most probably have not
transpired. The consequences of their
betrayer would not only doom them to
the gallows but also wipe out the
indeginous population of Armenians
from the Armenian highlands, to the
Ararat plateau, on to the Taurus moun-
tains of Cilicia.

The story of the 20 Armenian
Martyrs can be traced back to the
1886-1887 formation of the
Hunchakian party, the 1890s Kum
Kapu and Bab Ali demonstrations, the
1894 Sassoon rebellion and 1895
Hammidian massacres and Zietun re-
bellions, into the 1908 revolution, which
provided optimism for the future of
Armenians living in the Ottoman em-
pire, only to be crushed by the 1909
Adana massacres. The anger of being
duped by the 1912 rigged Ottoman
elections, and later betrayed by the
1913 coup led by Young Turk’s Com-
mittee of Union and Progress mem-
bers, which would of course result in
ade factodictatorship by Enver, Talaat,
and Cemal.

On September 7, 1913, in
Constanta, Romania, the 7th Congress
of the Social Democratic Hunchakian
party was held. Many pressing issues
of the time were discussed, chief of
which were the Anti-Armenian poli-
cies being enforced by this Young
Turk’s dictatorship. In order to com-
bat these policies, a special committee
headed by Sapah-Giulianand Varazdat
(Gr. Anparchian) adopted a resolu-
tion.. The end of the persecution and
murder of Armenians by any means
necessary, including the assassination
of the Young Turk leaders Enver and
Talaat Pasha.

Sapah-Giulianalong with Paramaz
began in ernest to organize and plan
out the assassination attempts. With
heavy hearts, determination, and a sense
of duty, they diligently began to for-
mulate a strategy with the potential to
succeed.

Shortly after attending the 7th
Congress of Constanta, Arshavir

Sahakian, betrayed his party, ideol-
ogy, and people by reporting these
resolutions to the Ottoman regime,
damning his friends, family, and people
to the first genocide of the 20th cen-
tury. The Turkish authorities arrested
120 Hunchakian leaders and activists.
In addition to the arrests, two
Hunchakian periodicals; Kayts and
Kohak, were shut down. The leaders
of the Hunchakian party were charged
for the plans to assassinate Talaat
amongst others on April 28, 1915.

Twenty-two Hunchakian leaders
were sentenced to death on June 14,
1915, two in absentia. The 20 leaders
were hanged in Sultan Beyazit Square
on June 15, 1915. The 20 Hunchakian
Gallows served as a catalyst for the
Armenian Genocide. Before their hang-
ings, Petros Torossian, one of the 20
martyrs, defiantly cried: “You will kill
20 of us, but 20,000 will follow us”
taking up the mantle Paramaz followed:
“You can kill our bodies but you can-
not kill our beliefs.”

As we are gathered here today,
we commemorate our 20 martyrs.
These were patriots of the highest
order, instilled with a belief of justice
and freedom, not just for the Armenian
people, but all peoples. And though
their struggle to attain freedom was
cut short, we can only admire the
courage and determination they had
and have passed down to us. It is our
responsibility, as inheritors of their
cause, to ensure that their sacrifice
was not made in vain. We must still
fight for a free and democratic Arme-
nian nation, we must fight against
tyranny and prejudice wherever it lurks.
Throughout history, the freedoms,
rights, and privileges of all people are
constantly under threat, and it is our
responsibility to stand, ever vigilant in
defense of these rights and freedoms.
We can all take great comfort in know-
ing that we do not stand alone, the
memory of the 20ner blazes as a bea-
con, guiding us as we stand watch and
continue the struggle for freedom, jus-
tice, and peace.

which could affect the results, Head of
the mission Ilhom Nematov said at a
press conference today in Yerevan.
He reminded that their mission
involved 96 observers, assuring that
they were both experienced persons,
MPs, representatives from Belarus,

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova,
Russia, Tajikisyan, Uzbekistan, as well
as the CIS Inter-Parliamentary As-
sembly, the CSTO Parliamentary As-
sembly, the Russian-Belarusian Union.
The CIS observers have been deployed
in 700 polling stations.
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USAID Administrator Samantha Power’s
American University of Armenia
Commencement Address

Good afternoon, and congratula-
tions to American University of
Armenia’s class of 2021.

I am honored and grateful for the
opportunity to address you on an oc-
casion that I hope stays with you for
the rest of your lives. I also want to
thank the family, loved ones, friends,
faculty, and staff who prepared you all
for this moment. And a special thanks
to Dr. Markides and the leadership at
American University of Armenia for
the invitation to speak today and for
your commitment to our longstanding
partnership.

Commencement speeches are in-
herently motivational and uplifting af-
fairs, but I cannot honor what you
have gained by being here today with-
out acknowledging what you’ve lost.
Not only are you graduating into a
world that has been tilted off its axis by
a global pandemic, but the lives of six
of your fellow students, as well as
beloved family members and friends,
were cut short as violence erupted in a
decades-long conflict. My heart is with
each of you and your families as you
grieve, and as you understandably
wonder what it will take for the Arme-
nian people to see lasting peace.

After this past year, there is no
doubt that you are ready to confront
whatever comes your way. Y ou should
not have to demonstrate this much
resilience so early in your lives, but
you have, inspiringly so. You’ve stuck
together to overcome these demand-
ing circumstances, and I hope that
gives you a sense of pride—the same
pride that your teachers, administra-
tors, parents, and friends must feel in
you.

I actually had the opportunity to
visit the American University of Arme-
nia just three years ago, and if I'm
being honest, there were parts of me
that were anguished about that visit.

We had made, during my time in
the Obama Administration, what I had
thought to be several important steps
forward in terms of advancing the
dignity of people all over the world.
We made serious global commitments
to fight climate change, de-escalate
tensions with long-standing antago-
nists like Iran and Cuba, and we worked
to support democracy abroad, includ-
ing in countries like Armenia.

Still, when I came I was arriving
in Armenia fully aware that we had not
lived up to our commitment to recog-
nize the Armenian genocide during
President Obama’s time in office. And
during my visit, I carried with me a
deep sense of regret and disappoint-
ment.

Then I visited AUA, just two
months after the Velvet Revolution.
And I was inspired by students, pro-
fessors, and advocates who had just
been in the streets, successfully advo-
cating for democratic values. And I
remembered that the only antidote to a
defeat is not despair, but resolve. That
not yet, does not have to mean never.

And today, I get to address you,
not just on behalf of an American

Administration that has finally recog-
nized what the world has long known
to be a genocide in Armenia—but as
Administrator of the Agency—
USAID—that helped found and sup-
port this University. And I hear the
stories of this incredible generation of
young Armenians and I’m inspired
anew.

The young woman who studied
to be an investigative journalist, and
who is already raising awareness about
drought and water depletion in her
community in the heart of the Ararat
Valley. The student who also happens
to be the only social worker from her
village, in contact with as many as 150
families a day. The graduate studying
public relations, who is also working
to improve basic public services and
create bus shelters so that commuters
in Yerevan don’t have to wait in the
blazing sun or freezing rain just to get
to work.

That is what you all are doing
today—thatis the kind of resolve you’re
showing while still in school. Even
now, I am heartened by the empathy
and urgency within you, Armenia’s
future leaders. But I am even more
encouraged about the future your gen-
eration will create—a generation keenly
focused on the needs of others, proudly
advocating for marginalized groups,
unafraid to demand a better, greener,
more equal world.

Because here is the reality: Set-
backs happen. Losses accumulate.
Malign forces in the world will not give
up without a fight. You will live to see
people perpetrate evil acts—genocide
in Western China, famine in Northern
Ethiopia, ethnic cleansing in
Myanmar—you will witness those
same people deny that they are hap-
pening.

That sad two-step of history has
not yet been overcome. And unfortu-
nately the repression that these re-
gimes show—first of people, then the
truth—that repression often works.
But just because it works, does not
mean it will win. It requires the re-
solve—of young activists and advo-
cates like all of you—fighting for the
dignity of every soul to beat repression
back, push for peace, uncover the
truth, and ensure that lies have short
legs.

My sincere congratulations to all
of you on this very important day. I
wish you all the best. Congrats again.

www.massispost.com
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Gulbenkian Foundation Grants Eight
Short Term Scholarships for the Study of
Nagorno-Karabakh

LISBON — The Armenian Com-
munities Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation launched a new
scholarship category in January 2021,
the “Short Term Research Grants for
the Study of Nagorno-Karabakh
(Artsakh).” Part of the broader Short
Term Grants for Armenian Studies,
the goal of this new category is to
encourage researchers to study topics
related to contemporary Karabakh, with
particular emphasis on the post-1994
period and the current crisis.

During the first application pe-
riod, from 1 March to 20 April, eigh-
teen applications from four countries
werereceived (Armenia, France, Leba-
non and USA). Due to the very high
quality of the proposals and the rel-
evance of the research topics, eight
candidates were selected in this round
to be awarded a grant. The diverse set
of research topics include: foreign
policy and security, international law,
cultural identity, gender inclusivity,
peace building, food security, and en-
vironmental issues entailing climate
security.

A total of € 30,000 was granted
to the following awardees:

Adrineh Gregorian (USA)

Dr. Albert Hayrapetyan (Arme-

nia)

Armen Asryan (Armenia)

Dr. Carol Mann (France)

Gharib Harutyunyan (Armenia)

Dr. Igor Dorfmann-Lazarev
(France)

Dr. Ruben Elamiryan (Armenia)

Dr. Taline Papazian (France)

The second application period
for the “Short Term Research Grants
for the Study of Nagorno-Karabakh
(Artsakh)” will start on 1 July and run
until 31 August 2021.

For more information about the
requirements and conditions of the
programme visit the application page
at Gulbankian Website

Angela Merkel Takes Virtual Tour of
TUMO Berlin

BERLIN — German Chancellor
Angela Merkel visited the TUMO Ber-
lin virtually today. The event was
livestreamed on teh Chancellor’s offi-
cial website.

The tour was be followed by a
panel discussion about the future of
education with the Minister of Educa-
tion of Germany and the CEO of KfW
Development Bank.

The virtual tour was part of the
Digital Education Initiative. Chancel-
lor Merkel and Federal Minister of
Education Karliczek have jointly
launched the “Digital Education Initia-
tive.”

The aim of the initiative is to

#bildungdigital

improve digital learning, teaching, and
training across the entire educational
path.

The TUMO learning concept was
developed in Armenia in 2011 and has
been successfully implemented there
ever since. TUMO centers have been
launched in Paris, Moscow, Beirut and
Berlin. The Berlin center is financed by
Kfw.

TUMO Berlin opened its doors in
Charlottenburg, right in the heart of
the city, in fall 2020.

On a visit to Armenia in 2018
German Chancellor Angela Merkel paid
a visit to TUMO Yerevan. The stage
was then set for further cooperation.

2,800-Year-Old Urartian Castle

Continued frompage 1

Besides, the newly found castle
will contribute to the historical rich-
ness of the district, Hayrullah Tanis,
mayor of Giirpinar, said.

“In cooperation with Van

Yuzuncu Yil University, we made
an important discovery here. We
found a new castle witnessing the
Urartian period and the Middle Ages.
This discovery excited us in terms
of tourism and culture,” Tanis

added.
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