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Nikol Pashinyan Holds Phone Conversation
with Antony Blinken

YEREVAN— Acting Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan had a telephone
conversation with U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken on the latter’s
initiative.

The U.S. Secretary of State con-
gratulated Nikol Pashinyan on his Civil
Contract party’s victory in the snap
parliamentary elections, appreciating
the consistent steps taken by the Ar-
menian government in recent years to
build on the country’s democratic
achievements. In this context, Antony
Blinken hailed Nikol Pashinyan’s ef-
forts to handle the electoral tensions
peacefully and build civilized relations
with the opposition.

Highlighting the Armenian

government’s reform agenda, which
specifically seeks to curb corruption
and improve the judiciary, Antony
Blinken assured that the United States
will provide continued support in this
direction. He noted that the partner-
ship between the two countries is
based on democratic values.

Nikol Pashinyan thanked the Sec-
retary of State for his assessment of
Armenia’s democratic achievements.
The Acting Premier appreciated the
U.S. side’s continued support to his
government’s efforts aimed at
strengthening democratic institutions
and the rule of law in Armenia, as well

Continued onpage 3

Armenian American Museum Celebrates
Historic Groundbreaking

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum held a festive
celebration to mark its historic
Groundbreaking Ceremony at the
future site of the museum in Glen-
dale Central Park on July 11, 2021.
More than 1,000 guests joined to com-
memorate the start of construction on
the landmark cultural and education
center that will serve generations to
come.

The program began with warm
welcoming remarks by renowned
KTLAS News Reporter Ellina Abovian
who served as the esteemed Host of
the Groundbreaking Ceremony.

The Live Show featured inter-
views with Ambassador Armen

Baibourtian — Consul General of Ar-
menia in Los Angeles, California
Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian, Ex-
ecutive Chairman Berdj Karapetian,
Executive Vice Chairman Zaven
Kazazian, Board of Governors Mem-
ber Levon Filian, Aram Alajajian of
Alajajian Marcoosi Architects, Vahram
Davtyan representing Groundbreaking
Sponsor Pacific BMW, and a special
video message by Los Angeles County
Supervisor Kathryn Barger.
Executive Director Shant
Sahakian officially welcomed the in-
person attendees and the worldwide
audience watching the broadcast of

Continued onpage 3

The European Union Pledges $3.1 Billion in
Economic Assistance to Armenia

YEREVAN — The European
Union pledged on Friday to provide
Armenia with up to 2.6 billion euros
($3.1 billion) in economic assistance
and investments over the next five
years.

EU Commissioner for Neighbor-
hood and Enlargement Oliver Varhelyi
discussed with Armenian leaders the
planned sharp increase in EU aid while
visiting Yerevan on the final leg of his
tour of the three South Caucasus states.

The sum cited by Varhelyi is part
of an “economic and investment plan”
drafted by the European Commission
for six ex-Soviet republics involved in
the EU’s Eastern Partnership program.
The EU’s executive body said last
week that it has asked the bloc’s 27
member states to approve the plan,
potentially worth 17 billion euros in
“public and private investments,” at an
Eastern Partnership summit slated for
December.

The commission is specifically
seeking 1.6 billion euros ($1.9 billion)
in EU grants, loans and loan guaran-
tees for five “flagshipinitiatives” drawn
up by it for Armenia. That includes up

to 500 million euros in funding for
some 30,000 small and medium-sized
enterprises and 600 million euros worth
of capital investments in the country’s
transport infrastructure.

Varhelyi announced that the EU
will also raise “together with our inter-
national partners” an additional 1 bil-
lion euros for Armenia. He did not
specify what the extra funding will be
spent on.

Continued onpage 4

Ambassadors of OSCE Minsk Group
Co-Chairing Countries Refuse to Visit Shushi

BAKU — The ambassadors 0of46
countries accredited in Azerbaijan vis-
ited occupied Shushi in Nagorno
Karabakh on July 9-10 as part of a trip
organized on behalf of Azeri President
ITham Aliyev.

The ambassadors of the OSCE
Minsk Group co-chairing countries —
the United States, France and Russia —
were not among them. Moreover,
Azerbaijani journalists and analysts
were most upset by the absence of the
Russian ambassador.

The British Ambassador to
Azerbaijan also refused to visit Shushi.
In response to RFE / RL’s inquiry, the
British Embassy in Armenia confirmed
that no representative of the British
Embassy in Baku took part in the visit
organized by the Azerbaijani govern-
ment.

This fact has caused serious dis-

content in Azerbaijani society, some
calling it a “demarche” against their
country. It made the Azerbaijanis ex-
tremely angry. Former Azerbaijani
Foreign Minister Tofik Zilfugarov
stated that they are signaling that after
the situation stabilizes, they intend to
hold talks on the status of Nagorno
Karabakh, acting in accordance with
the logic of the Madrid Principles. The
former Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan
proposes to punish those diplomats, to
invite them to any other event until
they visit Shushi. Moreover, Zilfugarov
offers to formally renounce the OSCE
Minsk Group.

“Azerbaijan must show its un-
equivocal position — renounce the in-
stitution of the OSCE Minsk Group
co-chairing. “The time has come to
take that step,” the former foreign
minister said.
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Pashinyan Holds Consultation with Leaders
of Extra-Parliamentary Political Parties

YEREVAN -- Acting Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan met with the
leaders of about a dozen extra-parlia-
mentary political forces.

According to the press service of
the Armenian Prime Minister's Office,
the meeting was attended, in particu-
lar, by the chairman of the Liberal
Party Samvel Babayan, the chairman
of the progressive-centrist Alliance
party Tigran Urikhanyan, the chair-
man of the Fair Armenia party Norayr
Norikyan, the chairman of the Sover-
eign Armenia party David Sanasaryan,
representative of the Democratic Party
Tigran Arzakantsyan, Chairman of the
European Party of Armenia Tigran
Khzmalyan, Chairman of the Christian
Democratic Party of Armenia Levon
Shirinyan, Chairman of the United
Motherland Party Mher Terteryan,
Chairman of the Conservative Party
Mikael Hayrapetyan and chairman of
the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
in Armenia Sedrak Ajemian.

Acting Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan thanked those present for
accepting the invitation.

“I would like to inform you from

a purely organizational point of view
that a preliminary agreement was
reached with other parties, but the
chairman of the Republic party, Mr.
Sargsyan, and the chairman of the
Enlightened Armenia party, Edmon
Marukyan, are not in the country. But
we decided to hold a meeting, because
there was an agreement to definitely
organize the first meeting within 15
days. I think today we need to agree on
further actions, because, as we agreed,
the first meeting will be purely organi-
zational in order to hear opinions on
how we will work. We must try to
create a permanent format with my
participation and representation of ex-
tra-parliamentary forces. We see this as
a platform for discussing issues on the
agenda of our public life, political life,

During the meeting, an exchange
of views took place on further activi-
ties within this format, the formation
of an agenda and work procedure.

It was decided to hold the first
meeting with the participation of Act-
ing Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
and leaders of extra-parliamentary po-
litical forces in the near future.

Recep Erdogan Accuses Armenians of
“Exterminating” the Kurds in Anatolia

ArmlInfo. Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, during a trip
to the southeastern province of
Diyarbakir, declared the inadmissibil-
ity of falsifying the country’s history.
And in this regard, the Turkish leader
did not find anything better than to
distort history and accuse the Arme-
nians “of exterminating the Kurds in
Anatolia at the beginning of the 20th
century.”

In particular, he stated that alleg-
edly both local and foreign historians
unanimously declare that “Armenian
troops in 1915 massacred in Anatolia
up to a million unarmed ethnic Kurds”,
although he did not bother to indicate
at least the name of one of them.

He also kept silent that there are
many documentary facts testifying to
the extermination of at least 1.5 million
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire at
the beginning of the 20th century in
their historical territories in Western
Armenia, and the expulsion of mil-
lions.

“And these persons [representa-
tives of the People’s Democratic Party
— HDP], ignoring the facts and reali-
ties, are shamelessly trying to achieve

recognition of the lie about the Arme-
nian genocide. They are so far from
history and their own identity that they
stooped to admire the killers of their
ancestors,” Erdogan said, while for-
getting that not at the beginning of the
last century, but right now, the Turk-
ish authorities shamelessly extermi-
nate ethnic Kurds not only in Turkey
itself, but also in other countries of the
Middle East region.

The Turkish President also as-
sured that all the rhetoric of HDP

Continued onpage 3

July 17, 2021

“We Are Firmly Determined to Continue

Large-Scale Investments in Armenia” —
Eduardo Ernekian

YEREVAN — Argentine-Arme-
nian businessman and philanthropist
Eduardo Ernekian is determined to
continue large investments in Armenia
He stated this today at a meeting with
the acting Prime Minister of Armenia
Nikol Pashinyan.

PM Pashinyan noted in his greet-
ing remarks: “I am pleased to hold
another meeting with you. Your visit,
such meetings are always important,
since you are one of the most impor-
tant investors in the Republic of Arme-
nia, in particular, one of the most
important Diaspora-based investors in
the Republic of Armenia. Therefore, 1
think that your investment mood shall
predetermine the overall investment
sentiment in the Republic of Armenia.
Our country has been through very
hard trials. Just a few days ago my
government reaffirmed its mandate in
the June 20 elections under the slogan
“There is a future.” I hope your agenda,
too, is aimed at restoring Armenia’s
economic optimism and our faith in the
future. We value your personal role
here a lot.”

In turn, Eduardo Eurnekian con-
gratulated Nikol Pashinyan on his Civil
Contract party’s victory in the latest
parliamentary elections. “Mr. Prime
Minister, I am touched by your kind
remarks. The pandemic has regret-
fully changed our agenda in terms of
timing, space and flights, but we seem
to be overcoming the crisis. Mr. Prime

Minister, I did not want it to be long, |
wanted to come over and congratulate
you on your election win as soon as
possible, as we supported your victory
from the very outset. We are investing
in different spheres, and we tend to
continue to make large-scale invest-
ments in Armenia. We are currently
negotiating with a bank. We can see a
good growth in tourist flows, and
fortunately, we will soon offer a new
investment portfolio in the sphere of
airport construction. My cousin Mar-
tin, who is in charge of all this, will be
coming to Armenia very soon to get in
touch with your designated contact
and discuss the investment plan. We
are very much pleased with the devel-
opments in the wine and viticulture
sector that we have been able to iden-
tify, invest in and reform. Armenian
wines are today commonplace through-
out Europe.”

Nikol Pashinyan and Eduardo
Eurnekian discussed the programs
implemented by Armenia International
Airports CJSC in Armenia. In particu-
lar, reference was made to the devel-
opment and improvement of lifeline
infrastructure, renovation and further
operation of Yerevan’s Zvartnots and
Gyumri’s Shirak airports, which are being
managed by the company under a conces-
sion arrangement. Views were exchanged
on other business projects planned or
implemented by companies owned by
Eduardo Eurnekian in Armenia.

Putin to Pashinyan: You Have Popular
Mandate and Trust of Your People

MOSCOW — Russian President
Vladimir Putintold Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan on Wednesday that he has a
popular mandate to address “very acute
and sensitive issues” facing Armenia
after winning last month’s parliamen-
tary elections.

The two men met in Moscow for
the first time since Pashinyan’s party
scored a landslide victory in the June
20 elections which were called to end
a serious political crisis caused by the
autumn war in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Putin congratulated Pashinyan on
that victory in his opening remarks at
the talks held in the Kremlin.

“I think that ... very acute and
sensitive issues requiring a solution
can be solved only in case of being able
to work effectively,” he said. “The

most important thing for that is to have
the people’s trust. As the election re-
sults showed, you do have it.”

“At such difficult moments in the
life of a country, this is probably the
most important condition for further
development,” he said.

Putin added that he is going to
speak with Pashinyan about “all issues
which we have discussed in detail
lately and which require our solution.”

For his part, Pashinyan noted
that the situation in the Karabakh con-
flict zone is “not very stable” despite
Moscow’s efforts to cement the Rus-
sian-brokered ceasefire that stopped
the war in November. He pointed to a
continuing military standoff at some

Continued onpage 3
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Iranians Flocking to Armenia to Get
Vaccinated for COVID-19

YEREVAN — Hundreds of Irani-
ans visiting Armenia to get vaccinated
against COVID-19 are spending nights
on streets in Yerevan waiting in long
lines that have formed around outdoor
vaccination centers.

They are keen to get free shots
offered to not only Armenian citizens
and residents but also foreign visi-
tors. The mostly young people say
that in Iran priority is given to elderly
citizens and that they have to wait for
inoculation for weeks and even
months.

The influx began about two weeks
ago, resulting in long lines at state
policlinics and other vaccination cen-
ters across the Armenian capital. This
led the Armenian Ministry of Health to
restrict non-resident foreigners’ ac-
cess to those facilities on July 8.

Foreigners who do not have Ar-
menian residency permits have since
been able to get vaccinated only at
mobile sites set up in shopping malls
and two major streets in downtown
Yerevan. Each of those sites is allowed
to inoculate no more than 50 foreign
visitors a day.

Another restriction that will take
effect on Thursday will make only
those foreigners who have spent at
least 10 days in Armenia eligible for a

coronavirus vaccine.

The queues have been particu-
larly long outside one such facility
opened on Northern Avenue, the city’s
main pedestrian boulevard. Hundreds
of Iranian nationals have spent several
nights there.

Most of them refused to be inter-
viewed on camera on Tuesday. Those
who agreed to talk to RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian Service criticized the restrictions
imposed by the Armenian authorities.

Armenian Health Minister Anahit
Avanesyan visited the Northern Av-
enue site later in the day. “This dem-
onstrates just how desirable and im-
portant the vaccination is,” she said,
pointing to the long queue contrasting
with many Armenians’ mistrust of
coronavirus jabs.

According to the Ministry of
Health, only about 112,000 people in
Armenia making up less than 4 percent
of the country’s population received
one or two doses of vaccines as of
Tuesday morning. The ministry did
not specify how many of them are
non-resident foreigners.

“In the last 20 days we have had
a sharp increase in the daily number of
inoculations,” Avanesyan told report-
ers. “I’m talking about figures relating
to our citizens.”

Nikol Pashinyan Holds Phone Conversation

Continued frompage 1

as launching a police patrol service in
Yerevan. Hopeful that the assistance
will help complete this process suc-
cessfully, Nikol Pashinyan advised that
the patrol service will be introduced
nationwide in the near future.

The Acting Prime Minister hailed
the efforts made by Deputy Secretary
of State Philip Reeker to ensure the
repatriation of Armenian POWs from
Azerbaijan a month ago. The repatria-
tion of POWs and the withdrawal of
Azerbaijani troops from Armenia’s
sovereign territory were described as
key issues in the context of achieving
regional stability.

The Secretary of State assured
that the United States will continue its

efforts to ensure the return of all pris-
oners of war. With reference to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, Antony
Blinken prioritized the need for resum-
ing the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs’
activities, emphasizing that a clear-cut
agenda has to be developed for the
peace process that would help find a
lasting and comprehensive resolution
of the conflict.

In this context, Nikol Pashinyan
underscored that the conflict is not re-
solved and calls for a comprehensive
settlement, which can only be achieved
in the Minsk Group co-chairing format.
The U.S. side agreed with the Acting
Prime Minister’s view that the status
quo cannot be stable and the Minsk
Group Co-Chairs need a clear agenda
conducive to successful negotiations.

Recep Erdogan Accuses Armenians

Continued frompage 2

supporters is based on “deception and
populism.”
“Allegations that there is no con-

nection between HDP and PKK terror-
ists is another lie. Representatives of
this party are playing on the feelings of
ordinary citizens,” the Turkish presi-
dent said.

July 17, 2021

Armenian American Museum

Continued frompage 1

the Groundbreaking Ceremony on
behalf of the Board of Trustees,
Board of Governors, and leadership
of the museum.

Alexandra and Lilia Yaralian of
AGBU Los Angeles Choir delivered an
exquisite performance of the national
anthems from the main stage.

The Armenian American Museum
Board of Trustees Co-Chairs led the
invocation of the ceremony including
Co-Chair Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
representing the Western Diocese of
the Armenian Church of North America,
Co-Chair Bishop Torkom Donoyan rep-
resenting the Western Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, Father
Armenag Bedrossian on behalf of Co-
Chair Bishop Mikael Mouradian rep-
resenting the Armenian Catholic
Eparchy, and Co-Chair Reverend Berdj
Djambazian representing the Arme-
nian Evangelical Union of North
America.

Glendale Mayor Paula Devine and
City Councilmembers Ara Najarian,
Vrej Agajanian, Ardy Kassakhian, and
Daniel Brotman delivered remarks on
behalf of the City of Glendale which
has dedicated a premier location for
the landmark center in the heart of the
city and has served as a valued partner
for the cultural and educational center.

“Today’s groundbreaking is a tes-
timony of the work of our unified
community,” stated Groundbreaking
Chair Talin Yacoubian who represents
AGBU Western District as the Co-
Treasurer of the Board of Trustees.
“The museum will bridge our past and
shape our future — what an incredible
privilege that is. I am proud to say that
our hope is well on its way to becom-
ing a reality. Soon, we will all be
gathered here again to cut the ribbon
and open the doors for the Armenian
American Museum!”

California Senator Anthony J.
Portantino, who has been a champion
for the museum and has helped secure
millions in state funds in support of the
project, delivered inspiring words on
the promise of the institution to impact
generations of children through school
field trips and generations of families
by connecting them to their roots. His
remarks were followed by special video
messages with warm congratulations
by Senate President pro Tempore Toni
G. Atkins and Governor Gavin
Newsom.

Congressman Adam Schiff cel-
ebrated the Armenian American com-
munity as an important part of the
national fabric of the country and dis-
cussed how the museum will bring
people together to embrace cultural
diversity. He announced his efforts to
advocate for federal funding in sup-
port of the project to rounding cheers
throughout the audience.

Executive Chairman Berdj

Karapetian thanked the museum’s
generous supporters for making this
momentous occasion possible and
invited Kevin and Alexia Kevonian to
the stage to deliver a special message
on behalf of their family.

“This building, which will be
erected very soon, will reflect what
we are made of,” expressed Alexia
Kevonian during her powerful and
emotional remarks from the stage. “The
need for cultural preservation is im-
perative now more than ever. That
need can be met right here, on this very
soil beneath your feet. Join us and
when you do, the world will see what
our collective efforts can achieve — a
standing legacy.”

Following the remarks, Execu-
tive Chairman Berdj Karapetian an-
nounced a generous $1 million gift by
the Kevonian family and a generous $1
million gift by the Arakelian family to
ensure that the next generation has a
world class institution that preserves
and celebrates Armenian culture, his-
tory, and heritage.

The event concluded with the
Board of Trustees and Board of Gov-
ernors joining together on stage for the
shovel ceremony to mark the historic
groundbreaking. Museum leaders with
ceremonial hard hats and shovels in
hand officially broke ground and re-
joiced at the community’s collective
achievement.

Beautiful white doves were re-
leased to pay homage to the Armenian
Genocide Centennial March held in
Los Angeles on April 24, 2015. The
unprecedented public gathering to
honor the 1.5 million martyrs of the
Armenian Genocide was organized by
the Armenian Genocide Centennial
Commitee Western USA who offi-
cially adopted the Armenian American
Museum as its landmark project in
2014 to help build and define the next
Centennial for the Armenian Ameri-
can community.

Major Sponsors of the Ground-
breaking Ceremony included Armen
Living, Athens Services, Jack and
Maro Kalaydjian, Bank of America,
The GASKA Alliance Foundation,
Pacific BMW, Dickranian Founda-
tion, and David and Margaret
Mgrublian. Guests at the event en-
joyed live entertainment by the Ara
Dabandjian Quartet of Element Band
and refreshments courtesy of Arvest
Catering.

The mission of the Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California is to promote under-
standing and appreciation of America’s
ethnic and cultural diversity by sharing
the Armenian American experience.
The vision is a cultural campus that
enriches the community, educates the
public on the Armenian Americanstory,
and empowers individuals to embrace
cultural diversity and speak out against
prejudice.

Putin to Pashinyan

Continued frompage 2

sections of the Armenia’s border with
Azerbaijan.

No details of the talks and an
ensuing working dinner between the

two leaders were immediately made
public.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said earlier in the day thatthey will discuss
the situation in and around Karabakh and
Russian-Armenian relations.
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The Travel-
Tiny Armenia is Surprisingly Good

Nirze Village of Gesaria Brought Alive

A Milestone in Armenian Historiography
Presented by Gerard J. Libaridian

The Gomidas Institute just re-
leased a translation of a major mile-
stone in modern Armenian historiogra-
phy. A simple book in many respects,
A Brief History of Nirze Village of
Gesaria (zuu)’uln_om uiuunl)’nl_ﬂfuil
l]liuulpﬁn({ 7,[1[1:14' LHLM_IZ[I) is probably
the first compatriotic study that me-
morialized an Armenian community in
the Ottoman Empire. It was compiled
in the United States as Armenian com-
munities were being destroyed across
the Ottoman Empire. Nirze, in the
Gesaria/Kayseri region, was not spared.
In all likelihood, most of the Arme-
nians of this village were killed in what
the Ottoman Turks called "deporta-
tions," while a large number of women
and children were farmed out for as-
similation into Muslim households.
There was never a final reckoning, as
the victims simply disappeared.

Nirzetsies living in the United
States did not know the full extent of
the mass murder that was taking place,

context. The introduction is detailed
and instructional, an invaluable guide
for a critical understanding of such
texts.

Gomidas Institute Readers’ Companion Series
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Armenia is quite a fascinating
place and from its culture to its food,
there’s something to love about this
small country, Aaron Spray says in an
article published by The Travel.

The author notes that while Ar-
menia is a very small country that few
people consider visiting, it traces its
roots as one of the oldest countries in
the world.

“It is one of the most rewarding
countries in this world to visit. Its
landscapes are mountainous and hilly.
This country is tiny, but don’t under-
estimate the driving times, these roads
are very very winding. The people here
are some of the most welcoming in the
world and they love tourists,” Aaron
Spray writes.

He notes that the country is very
safe, the crime is low and everyone
will want to help you and make sure
you enjoy their stunning country.

The author advises to climb
the Cascade Complex, visit the
Tsitsernakaberd Armenian Genocide
Memorial, the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin, the History Museum

of Armenia and try the delicious tradi-
tional Armenian food.

“One of the riches parts of Ar-
menian history and culture is their
religion and extensive monasteries.
While here be sure to visit these stun-
ning complexes all over the country. It
is not possible to understand Armenian
tradition and culture without visiting
these historical sites,” The Travel
writes.

“Most of these monasteries are
around 800 years old and most are still
living monasteries today. Go at the
right time and you can hear the monks
and the priests chanting and singing. It
is custom to buy candles, light them in
the church and offer a prayer. Similar
to neighboring Georgia, these monas-
teries are typically built on the most
dramatic and spectacular of locations.
Some of these must-see monasteries
(butnot all) include: Noravank Monas-
tery, Goshavank Monastery Complex,
Geghard Monastery (UNESCO Listed),
Haghartsin Monastery Complex, Khor
Virab Monastery, Tatev Monastery In
the Far South,” Aaron Spray says.

Iconic Map of Armenian Gesaria (Kayseri) Published by Gomidas Institute

but they had an inkling. American mis-
sionaries from the Kayseri region were
reporting what was happening. The
book was printed in 1918 was prob-
ably commissioned in 1917.

A Brief History of Nirze Village
of Gesaria tried to capture the essence
of the village of Nirze, in terms of its
history, folklore and traditions, a dozen
biographies, as well as invaluable de-
mographic information about the vil-
lage and its children in the United
States. This work was a major source
in Arshag Alboyajian's Badmoutiun Hay
Gesario [History of Armenian Gesaria]
and remains a memorial to the Arme-
nian community of Nirze.

The English translation of A Brief
History of Nirze Village of Gesaria is
brought alive by Gerard J. Libaridian,
who translated, annotated and intro-
duced the work in a proper historical

Gomidas Institute has released a
large format, critical edition of M.
Balaian's iconic map of the Gesaria
(Kayseri) plain which appeared in
Arshag Alboyajian's mammoth work,
Badmoutiun Hay Gesario [History of
Armenian Gesaria]. This map is now
available in English, Armenian and
Turkish editions.

Bibliolnfo: Senekerim Khederian,
A Brief History of Nirze Village of
Gesaria, translated from Armenian with
annotations and introduction by Gerard
J. Libaridian, (London: Gomidas Insti-
tute), 2021, xiv + 90 pp., map, photos,
tables, ISBN 978-1-909382-66-4, pb.

BiblioInfo: Gomidas Institute,
Readers' Companion: Gesaria and its
Surroundings, (Gomidas Institute,
2021), 11.7 x 16.5 inches, color.

For more information please con-
tact info@gomidas.org

The European Union

Continued frompage 1

“We are ready to contribute in a
very significant and operative way to
the economic recovery of Armenia
together with the entire Eastern Part-
nership region,” he said after talks
with Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
and Deputy Prime Minister Mher

Pledges $3.1 Billion

Grigoryan. “We have been working on
a plan, together with the government
of Armenia, that should bring growth
and jobs.”

“We willallocate 1.6 billion euros
for these flagship initiatives, and alto-
gether we are able to mobilize 2.6
billion euros under this plan,” he told a
joint news conference with Grigoryan.

The EU official said the large-
scale aid and investments will signifi-
cantly speed up economic growth in
the country.

Pashinyan hailed the promised
aid package, telling Varhelyi that he
regards it as a “reaction to irrevers-
ible democratic processes taking
place in Armenia.” He singled out
the June 20 parliamentary elections
described by European observers as
“competitive and generally well-
managed.”

Varhelyi also praised the Arme-
nian authorities’ handling of the snap
elections which were called to end a
serious political crisis resulting from

last year’s war in Nagorno-Karabakh.

“I do hope that we will soon have
a strong government, a strong parlia-
ment and a strong parliamentary ma-
jority in Armenia because we have a lot
to do,” he said.

Pashinyan and Varhelyi also dis-
cussed the aftermath of the six-week
war stopped by a Russian-brokered
ceasefire in November.

“I want to confirm that the EU is
ready and committed to take on a very
active role on in the post-hostilities
situation both as a facilitator of confi-
dence-building measures ... and later
on as a key partner in the economic
recovery,” Varhelyi told journalists.
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