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MODERNA, PFIZER AND JOHNSON & JOHNSON
VACCINE CLINIC

Thursday, September 9, 4 - 5:30 p.m.

Saint Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church
2215 E. Colorado Blvd.

OPEN TO EVERYONE AGE 12 AND UP
PRE-REGISTER AT MYTURN.CA.GOV
OR REGISTER ON SITE

- DO NOT ATTEND IF YOU ARE SICK OR HAVE COVID-18 -
- WEAR A MASK -
- MINORS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN -

Fa—

COVID-19 vaccines are available at NO COST to you.

For more information visit cityofpasadena.net/COVID19vaccine.

PAJSADENA

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
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PM Nikol Pashinyan Presents Government's
2021-2026 Action Plan

US Ambassador: Nagorno-Karabakh’s Status
Remains Unresolved

YEREVAN -- The Armenian par-
liament began on Tuesday debates on
the government's program of activities
designed for 2021-2026.

The program consists of 6 sec-
tions: security and foreign policy,
economy, development of infrastruc-
ture and human capital, law and justice
and institutional development.

In presenting his government’s
action planin the National Assembly,
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan spoke
about opportunities of ending
Armenia’s transport blockade that
has lasted for three decades due to a
protracted conflict with Azerbaijan
over Nagorno-Karabakh.

The unblocking of transport
links in the region should be one of
the priorities of Armenia’s foreign

policy, but should not come at the
expense of the security and vital
interests of Armenia and Nagorno-
Karabakh, Pashinyan said.

One of the provisions of the No-
vember 9, 2020 trilateral statement of
the leaders of Armenia, Azerbaijan and
Russia that put an end to six weeks of
deadly fighting over Nagorno-Karabakh
mostly on Baku’s terms commits the
sides to unblocking all economic and
transport links in the region. The docu-
ment specifically refers to a link be-
tween mainland Azerbaijan and its
western exclave of Nakhichevan.

Azerbaijan has interpreted this
provision as an opportunity to get a
corridor via Armenia’s southern Syunik

Continued onpage 2

ACA Urges No on California Governor Recall

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
Council of America, after much con-
sideration and research, have deter-
mined that removing California Gover-
nor Newsom and replacing him with
an untested and unprepared alternative
would be a disaster. It would doom the
state to months of political and bureau-
cratic dysfunction and economic un-
certainty. Given that the majority of
Armenian Americans in the United
States live in California, this is unac-
ceptable.

While pandemic response has
been his top responsibility over the last
year and a half, Newsom has also
started work on solving some of the
state’s most intractable problems, us-
ing the state’s historic budget surplus
to fund programs to help individuals
and businesses recover from the pan-
demic, build more affordable housing,
house the state’s unsheltered, and pre-
vent and fight wildfires. All these pro-
grams would be hampered or outright
disregarded with a successful recall,
due to most of the 46 candidates vying
to replace Newsom, being utterly un-
qualified.

In addition to all of the above
mentioned programs that are domestic

VOTE

NO

ON THE RECALL

CALIFORNIA
REPUBLIC

in nature, Newsom’s executive order
which requires, by 2035, all new cars
and passenger trucks sold in California
be zero-emission vehicles, which
would in all intents and purposes be
expanded to the rest of the United
States, would also be halted. This
would give despotic states, such as
Azerbaijan, who’s primary source of
income to wage war is through the sale
of oil, a reprieve to continue using oil
as a repressive tool internationally.
For all of the above reasons, the
Armenian Council of America urges
Armenian Americans living in Califor-
nia to vote noto recalling the California
Governor on September 14.

YEREVAN — The United States
has again called for a negotiated settle-
ment of the conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh, this time raising the issue of
the region’s status.

U.S. Ambassador to Armenia
Lynne Tracy said while visiting the
country’s Syunik region that the con-
sequences of the recent war in
Nagorno-Karabakhhave notbeen over-
come and that the conflict remains
unresolved because the status of the
region remains to be decided.

“We will continue to work
through our position as an OSCE Minsk
Group Co-Chair to work towards that
goal of bringing down violence, of de-
escalation so that we can get to some
of the other very critical issues that
need to be discussed,” the American
diplomat told reporters in Syunik,
stressing that this includes the elimina-
tion of consequences of the war and

final settlement of other issues.

Commenting on security issues
and border incidents, the Ambassador
said she has already spoken on these
issues, the State Department has also
spoken from Washington on these is-
sues on several occasions.

“I think you may also know that
in July I visited Gegharkunik and one
of these border areas where there have
been tensions and violence. Let me just
make very clear: we are calling for de-
escalation and a separation of forces to
try to bring down the violence,” the
Ambassador said.

The US Ambassador noted that
the solution of these issues is very
important because civilians appear in
the middle of the conflict and are being
affected in terms of their safety and
security in their own homes. “This is

Continued onpage 4

Ararat Mirzoyan Appointed
New Armenian Foreign Minister

YEREVAN -- Former Armenian
Parliament Speaker Ararat Mirzoyan
has been appointed foreign minister by
a decree signed today by President
Armen Sarkissian upon the proposal of
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

The post of Armenia’s foreign
minister remained vacant since late
May when Ara Ayvazianresigned over
apparent policy disagreements with
Pashinyan. All of Ayvazian’s four depu-
ties followed suit.

In mid-July Pashinyan relieved
Armen Grigorian of his duties as sec-
retary of the Security Council.
Grigoryan was later appointed first
deputy foreign minister acting as for-
eign minister.

Pashinyan signed a decree on
August 19 reappointing Grigorian as
secretary of the Security Council.

The 41-year-old politician has
served as speaker of the parliament of
the previous convocation that was dis-
solved in May paving the way for snap
parliamentary elections amida political
crisis triggered by Armenia’s defeat in

lastyear’s war against Azerbaijan over
Nagorno-Karabakh.

In the early hours on November
10, 2020, shortly after the announce-
ment of a Russian-brokered ceasefire
agreement with Azerbaijan requiring
significant concessions from Arme-
nia, Mirzoyan was attacked by an an-
gry mob as protesters opposing the
deal seized the parliament building.
Mirzoyan then was hospitalized with
serious injuries.
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Defense Minister: Armenia to Purchase and
Manufactur Advanced Weapons Systems

MOSCOW -- Armenian Defense
Minister Arshak Karapetyan met with
managers of large arms manufactur-
ing companies of Russia during his
visit to Moscow shortly after getting
assurances from his Russian counter-
part about continued military assis-
tance to Yerevan.

On August 23, the Armenian de-
fense minister attended the opening
ceremony for the Army-2021 military-
industrial exhibition and the Interna-
tional Army Games that was held at the
Russian Patriot Center near Moscow.

According to the Armenian De-
fense Ministry, on the same day
Karapetyan held a number of meetings
with the heads of major Russian mili-
tary-industrial companies to discuss
“a number of issues of mutual inter-
est.”

“Karapetyan then discussed the
whole range of issues of Armenian-
Russian military-technical cooperation
with director of the Russian Federal
Service for Military-Technical Coop-
eration Dmitry Shugayev and director
of the Rosoboronexport Company
Alexander Mikheyev,” the Armenian
ministry said.

Talking to media while in Russia,
Karapetyan said that Armenia intends

to purchase only modern types of
weapons. “It is better for us to have
fewer, but quality weapons to know
for sure that these weapons will work,”
he stressed.

The minister also said that Arme-
nia will seek to have its own weapons
production, adding that in this the coun-
try has support in terms of joint ven-
tures. “We will do it quickly. As a
nation we should be able to produce
our own weapons,” Karapetyan said.

On August 23, the ministry also
reported that Deputy Defense Minister
Karen Brutyan was in Moscow to sign
contracts in the military-technical
sphere and negotiate deliveries.

The contacts of Armenian offi-
cials with representatives of major
Russian arms industry companies
come after an August 11 meeting be-
tween Karapetyan and Russian De-
fense Minister Sergey Shoygu in Mos-
cow.

During that meeting Shoygu said

that Russia will continue to help Arme-
nia reform and modernize its armed
forces. “We can consider that the
process of arms supplies to Armenia
has started,” the Russian defense min-
ister said as he handed a dagger as a
gift to his Armenian counterpart.

PM Nikol Pashinyan Presents

Continued frompage 1

region to Nakhichevan and farther to
Turkey. Armenia has insisted, how-
ever, that no transport link should have
the status of a corridor.

“This is a serious opportunity to
break the blockade of the Republic of
Armenia that has been going on for
about 30 years. This is not a simple
process; it is aggravated by the pro-
vocative statements of the Azerbaijani
side about corridors,” Pashinyan said
in parliament, again emphasizing that
neither the November 9, 2020 nor the
January 11, 2021 trilateral statements
contain any expression, reference or
wording about a corridor through the
territory of Armenia.

“It is about something else. Just
as Armenia should get a road through
Azerbaijan to be linked with Russia and
Iran, so Azerbaijan should get a road
through Armenia as a transport link
between its western regions and
Nakhichevan,” the Armenian prime
minister said.

Pashinyan acknowledged that
opening up regional transport links

contains certain risks for Armenia’s
interests.

“That is why we have mentioned
inthe government’s program that while
this unblocking should be one of the
priorities of Armenia’s foreign policy,
the process should not take place at the
expense of the security and vital inter-
ests of Armenia and Artsakh (the Ar-
menian name for Nagorno-Karabakh),”
Pashinyan said. “If we want to create
a favorable regional environment
around Armenia, we ought to make
Armenia a favorable environment for
the region, but on the principle of
reciprocity -- no more, no less. This is
our strategic security challenge.”

The Armenian premier said that
stability and peace in the region are his
government’s long-term strategy,
while the deepening and normalization
of relations with neighboring coun-
tries will be one of the major directions
of its foreign policy.

“The deepening of hostility is a
threat to the stability and security of
the region. Overcoming hostility can
become an axis of the regional foreign
policy agenda,” Pashinyan said.

August 28, 2021

Armenia's Elina Danielian Wins European
Individual Women's Chess Championship

LASI, ROMANIA -- Armenia's
Elina Danielian has won the European
Individual Women’s Chess Champi-
onship in the Romanian city of lasi
after a final-day victory over Estonia’s
MaiNarva.

Danielian and Ukraine’s Iulija
Osmak both had eight points going into
the 11th round of fixtures, but Osmak’s
second consecutive draw against
Georgia's second seed Bela
Khotenashvili saw her have to settle
for second place with an unbeaten
record at the tournament and 8.5 points.

The fifteenth seed Danielian fin-
ished on nine points from a possible
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11, and was also unbeaten having won
seven and drawn four of her matches.

Poland’s Oliwia Kiolbasa, the 43rd
seed, finished third after a draw with
Ukrainian Nataliya Buksa.

Nine players finished the cham-
pionship on 7.5 points, headed by
Armenia’s Anna M. Sargsyan thanks
to her win against Slovenia’s Laura
Unuk.

The top 10 players have qualified
for the International Chess Federation
(FIDE) Women's World Cup, while
Sargsyan, as the best under-20 player,
has earneda place at the FIDE Women’s
Grand Swiss 2021.

Armenia Drafts Reservists Amid Border
Tensions with Azerbaijan

YEREVAN — The Armenian
Defense Ministry has announced its
decision to draft first-order reservists
amid continuing tensions along the
border with Azerbaijan in which at
least five Armenian soldiers were killed
and six wounded since late July.

In a statement released on Friday
the ministry said that three-month
training assemblies for reservists will
commence on August 25 and during
this training they may also be involved
in combat duty, if necessary.

The ministry did not say exactly
how many people will be mobilized,
but reported that as many as 110 ve-
hicles will be used for transportation
purposes during the training assem-
blies.

It is clear from the ministry’s
press release that the announced draft
concerns reservists — privates, non-
commissioned officers and officers —
who are aged below 35 and served in
the army for at least a year or have
combat experience regardless of the
length of service.

“These citizens will be consid-
ered military personnel for the entire
period of their participation in training
assemblies, will enjoy all the social
benefits provided for military person-
nel, their civilian jobs will be retained
for them, and they will also be paid for
each month of training. Participation
in trainings will be counted as a period
of military service or general work
experience according to the calendar,”
the Defense Ministry said, warning
that reservists evading the draft will be
prosecuted.

In May, Yerevan accused Baku
of deploying its troops inside sover-
eign Armenian territory near areas that
had not been under Azerbaijani control
for nearly three decades.

Border areas in Syunik,
Gegharkunik as well the Yeraskh
section of Armenia’s frontier with
Azerbaijan’s western exclave of
Nakhijevan have seen deadly skir-
mishes between the two coun-
tries’ militaries in recent days and
weeks.
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CalPERS Restricts Investments in the
Republic of Turkey
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SACRAMENTO - The Califor-
nia Public Employees' Retirement Sys-
tem (CalPERS) made a decision that
significantly reduced their exposure to
investments currently held in Turkey.
The action translates into over a $100
million reduction in CALPERS cur-
rency and equity exposure to Turkish
issued securities, which brings the
total current exposure to under $2
million. Assemblymember Chris
Holden, who introduced legislation that
would stop future investments in Tur-
key by the State’s retirement funds —
AB 1019, commended the decision.

“CalPERS’ decision to reduce
their investment in Turkey should be
commended,” said Assemblymember
Chris Holden. “A genocide denying
and human rights abusing country is
the last place our State’s investments
should be held. I thank CalPERS for
doing the right thing and encourage
them to stop all future investment in
Turkey.”

“California continues to take sig-
nificant and historic steps to end the
practice of divestment from countries
that violate principles of human rights,”
stated Senator Anthony Portantino.
“This week CalPERS took important,
proactive action and did the right thing
by initiating the process of eliminating
their holdings in Turkey. I am grateful
to the community and all the activists
for their tireless efforts and tenacity to
push forward on divestment and to the
CalPERS Board for responding to our

collective plea.”

“This is a historic and important
action by CalPERS. Turkey should not
be benefiting from the wages of the
Armenian American public employees
in California,” stated Senator Scott
Wilk. “I am grateful to both CalSTRS
and CalPERS for responding to our
effort and the Armenian American com-
munity that joined us in this successful
effort.”

The CalPERS action followed a
similar path taken by the State Teach-
ers’ Retirement System (CalSTRS).

Earlier this year,
Assemblymember Chris Holden intro-
duced the Stop Investment in Turkey
Act, AB 1019, that will mandate the
state stop all new investments or re-
new existing investments issued or
owned by Turkey. The legislation is
currently in the Assembly Committee
on Public Employment and Retirement.

The State of California has a long
history of divesting from countries
that violate human rights. In 1986,
Governor George Deukmejian con-
demned South Africa’s apartheid
policy by signing California’s divesti-
ture law, aimed at pressuring the gov-
ernment to end its system of racial
segregation. In2008, Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger signed a Sudan di-
vestment bill due to the ongoing geno-
cide in the Darfur. Students from the
University of California successfully
lobbied the UC to divest from Turkey
in 2017.

NBA Star Enes Kanter Receives
Death Threats After Speaking Out
About the Armenian Genocide

BOSTON -- Boston Celtics cen-
ter Enes Kanter has responded to death
threats he has received in the wake of
speaking out about the Armenian geno-
cide that took place in the early 20th
century.

"I AM NOT SCARED," Kanter
wrote at the end of a message on
Twitter:

Earlier in the day, Kanter posted
a message calling for his home country
of Turkey and President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to face its past and present
crimes.

“It’s time to destroy all the walls
and start building peace and bridges of
love between two beautiful countries,”
said Kanter.

“As part of my wish to stand up
for human rights for all people, over
the last few weeks I had a chance to

meet several well-respected historians
and scholars and it was eye opening to
learn more about the Armenian Geno-
cide and face my ignorance,” Kanter
said in a post on social media.

“The education System in Tur-
key is nationalist, biased and ignored
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Consul General Armen Baibourtian
Presented Armenia's Medal of Gratitude
to Paul Krekorian

LOS ANGELES - On August 19,
Consul General of Armenia in Los

Angeles  Ambassador Armen
Baibourtian presented Los Angeles City
Councilmember Paul Krekorian with
the Medal of Gratitude, one of the
highest official awards of Armenia. It
was awarded by the President of Ar-
menia upon the recommendation of
the Prime Minister. The awarding cer-
emony took place in the Council Cham-
bers of the Los Angeles City Hall. "For
his years-long Armenian-focused ac-
tivities and significant contribution to-
wards strengthening and enhancing
the Armenian-American friendly rela-
tions, the Los Angeles City
Councilmember Paul Krekorian is
hereby awarded with the Medal of
Gratitude of the Republic of Armenia",
is noted in the presidential decree.

During the award presentation
ceremony, Ambassador Baibourtian
underlined in his speech that
Councilmember Paul Krekorian is
awarded with this prestigious medal
for his boundless and unwavering de-
votiontowards the welfare ofthe Home-
land and highly appreciated his work in
both capacities of an Assemblymember
of the California State Assembly and a
Councilmember of the Los Angeles City
Council. He reminded that Los Angeles
is the second largest city of the United
States. The Consul General emphasized
the valuable contribution of Paul
Krekorian to the strengthening of Ar-
menia-California bonds and his input in
addressing issues facing the Armenian
community, as well as his efforts in
supporting Armenia and Artsakh.

Due to Councilmember Krekorian’s
efforts, the Los Angeles City Council
adopted the Los Angeles-Shushi Friend-
ship City agreement back in 2012. The
Los Angeles City Council recognized the
independence of the Republic of Artsakh
as a sovereign state in 2013 by adoption
of a special resolution. Consul General
Baibourtian stressed the importance of
the Los Angeles City Council's con-
demnation of the war unleashed by
Azerbaijan with the assistance of Tur-
key in 2020 and the City's demand to
stop the aggression against the Arme-
nian people through several resolu-
tions. "Within the first days of the
Artsakh War in the fall of 2020, Paul
Krekorian began to unite and consoli-

date California American political and
state leaders in pursuit of ending the
Azerbaijani unleashed war against
Artsakh. As a result, on October 5,
2020, U.S. Congressmen, California
Assembly leaders and members, and
Los Angeles City Council leaders and
elected officials spoke at a joint press
conference at the LA City Hall. During
the 44-day war and in its aftermath,
thanks to Paul Krekorian, the Los An-
geles City Council unanimously adopted
a resolution confirming the support of
the City of Los Angeles to the people of
the Republic of Artsakh. At Paul
Krekorian's initiative, the Los Angeles
City Council unanimously adopted yet
another resolution, in which it de-
manded Azerbaijan to immediately re-
lease the Armenian prisoners of war
(POWs) and captured civilians. More-
over, November 9th was declared as a
Day of Remembrance and Commemo-
ration of the victims of Azerbaijan’s
aggression against Artsakh.

Ambassador Baibourtian also
stated that during the days of the
Artsakh war, mainly due to the efforts
of Councilmember Krekorian and the
entire City Council, the American lob-
bying company "Mercury" stopped its
cooperation with Turkey. Consul Gen-
eral Baibourtian also noted that
Krekorian was instrumental in address-
ing certain issues of the Armenian
community of America. For instance,
thanks to Krekorian, the Armenian lan-
guage was also included in the list of
printed electoral materials. Ambassa-
dor Baibourtian also stressed that Paul
Krekorian organized a very warm re-
ception at the Los Angeles City Hall
extended hospitality to the Prime Min-
ister of Armenia at Grand Park in
September 2019. "All these facts tes-
tify towards a very important contri-
bution to the Armenia-United States
relations, for which we express our
profound appreciation to him today,"
said Ambassador Baibourtian.

LA City Councilmember Paul
Krekorian, in his turn, expressed grati-
tude for receiving the high award of
the Republic of Armenia. He noted that
he just fulfilled his duty as an Armenian
and expressed his readiness to always
stand by Armenia and Artsakh. “We
should always be with our Homeland
and cherish it.”

millions of people’s sufferings. At the
point where I am today, I share the
painofmillions of Armenians. [ believe

Turkey must face its past and present

Continued onpage 3
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Aurora Strengthens Presence in Artsakh

i

The Aurora Humanitarian Initia-
tive continues to expand the Aurora
for Artsakh program and has launched
another call for applications for the
projects to join the program. As hu-
manity observes the World Humani-
tarian Day, the Initiative is also glad to
announce that its new office has been
opened in Stepanakert, Artsakh to
streamline Aurora’s local humanitar-
ian activities, strengthen its presence
in the region, and support Artsakh’s
international standing.

Through the Aurora for Artsakh
program, the Aurora Humanitarian Ini-
tiative helps the people of Artsakh
facing a grave humanitarian crisis in
the aftermath of the 2020 Artsakh
(Nagorno-Karabakh) war. Initially fo-
cused on providing urgent aid to the
people affected by the war, today the
program assists projects that support
and facilitate the region’s long-term
social development. Any organization
in need of assistance on the ground
working in this specific field is invited
to submit an application.

“Establishing an Aurora office in
Stepanakert proves that we are here
for the long haul. Dozens of local and
international partners have joined our
program, and it’s crucial to put those
projects in the global context and to
link it to the current situation in
Artsakh. It’s not just an office; it’s a
space for stakeholders to come and
share their experiences, making sure
all humanitarian efforts in the area are
well-coordinated. Such cooperation
formula can not only help Artsakh, but
become an example for everyone
around the world,” noted Ruben
Vardanyan, Co-Founder of the Aurora
Humanitarian Initiative. Mr. Vardanyan
visited the new office earlier this
month.

Since the launch of the humani-
tarian aid program for Artsakh, Aurora
has already allocated almost $1,740,000
to support 80 projects in Artsakh imple-
mented by 55 local and international
partners and to provide urgent hu-
manitarian assistance to the people of
Artsakh through the Hayastan All Ar-
menian Fund. More than 130,000
people have already benefitted from
the program. The Aurora for Artsakh
program also includes bringing the
world leading humanitarians like Yazidi
activist Mirza Dinnayi and Founder of
Médecins Sans Frontiéres Bernard
Kouchner to the region to find new
opportunities to help the local people
and to ensure effective solutions on
the ground.

“Aurora continues to make the
shift to focusing on development
projects, and this new office will allow
us to remain in tune with the long-term
needs of the local population. We en-
courage all organizations with projects
that improve the socio-economic con-
ditions of the displaced families, foster
the youth’s professional skills, pro-
mote the development of human capi-
tal, and otherwise bring about sustain-
able change to apply for participation
in the program. We are positive this
will contribute to the empowerment of
local communities and our homeland,”
said Head of the Aurora for Artsakh
program Narine Aghabalyan who is in
charge of the new office.

Applications from the projects re-
quiring financial support and interested
in participating in the Aurora for Artsakh
program are accepted online till August
31,2021. A filled in application form (in
English or Armenian) should be e-mailed
to n.aghabalyan@auroraprize.com. Po-
tential partners must meet the criteria
noted above.

NBA Star Enes Kanter

Continued frompage 3

crimes. I also strongly believe that
democracy will eventually come to
Turkey one day and I will then bind up
the wound of millions of people, in-
cluding Armenians and other minori-
ties,” the NBA star continued.

He added that ” dictator Erdogan
is a threat to regional peace and like of
other tyrants he will lose power and

face justice”.” “He is destroying de-
mocracy and freedoms for all the
people,” Kanter added.

The player revealed plans to hold a
basketball camp in Los Angeles “for Ar-
menian brothers and sisters” next week.

“This is the first step for building
peace and bridges of love between two
beautiful countries. It’s time to de-
stroy all the walls and open hearts to
each other,” he concluded.

Nagorno-Karabakh’s Status Remains Unresolved

Continued frompage 1

why there is such urgency in address-
ing these issues,” she added.
The United States has repeatedly

called on Armenia and Azerbaijan to
return as soon as possible to substan-
tive talks under the auspices of the
Minsk Group Co-Chairs to find a com-
prehensive solution to the issue.
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The Zoryan Institute Celebrates Completion
of 2021 Genocide and Human Rights
University Program

© Recording...

This year, for the safety of our
students, staff and faculty, the Zoryan
Institute had the exciting opportunity
to offer its annual (18 years & count-
ing!) Genocide & Human Rights Uni-
versity program, virtually.

GHRUP 2021 welcomed a fan-
tastic group of 14 students from a
range of academic backgrounds whose
informed and dynamic contributions
fueled active and gainful discussion.
Over the last two weeks, together with
the faculty, students examined theo-
ries of genocide, international law, the
development of human rights in addi-
tion to case studies ranging from the
Armenian genocide to the genocide of
the Rohingya.

The Zoom platform provided a
fantastic opportunity for students to
connect, share resources, book rec-
ommendations and pose questions to
one another through the live chat. Small
group work in Zoom breakout rooms
produced lively discussions that high-
lighted the academic range and caliber
of the group.

Although we couldn’t be together
in person, virtual social activities al-
lowed the group to come together and
connect over their shared passion for
the field. We thank the 2021 GHRUP
class for their dedication and engage-
ment and look forward to the ways in
which they’ll shape the field as geno-
cide and human rights scholars of the
future! Thank you to all the faculty for
giving their time to this program, and
to our generous donors who helped to
make it happen!

The students had very positive
things to say about their time in the
course:

“The fluidity with which we

Zoom Meeting

moved across concepts, analyses, and
examples of and pertaining to geno-
cide. The depth that we reached each
day during a session and the way it
was further expanded upon as Dr.
Apsel and each of the participants
connected the themes across an array
of topics, was also a great strength of
the program.”

“One of the strengths of the
course was bringing in people from all
areas of study. Not just the presenters,
but also students, who have such a
vast background and can provide other
insights into genocide and human rights
that others in certain fields may not
have considered before.”

“While this course ran for most of
the day, it did not feel tedious or monoto-
nous. I was often surprised at how
quickly the time would pass by, which
speaks to the richness of the content.”

Capping off two weeks of inten-
sive learning and discussion was the
graduation and closing ceremony.
Joined by faculty, staff and Zoryan
friends, we celebrated the students’
dedication and commitment to Geno-
cide & Human Rights Studies. The
2021 GHRUP class joins a vast and
accomplished GHRUP alum network
of over 400+ scholars around the world
who have carried the lessons and con-
nections made at GHRUP into their
careers.

You can support the education of
the next generation of Genocide and
Human Rights scholars by sponsoring
a unit at the GHRUP 2022, or by
providing a scholarship to a deserving
graduate-level student. Visit
www.zoryaninstitute.org/donate to
learn more and to donate today.

The Zoryan Institute

Official Yerevan has repeatedly
expressed readiness to engage in such
talks. Earlier this month Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan even
said that Yerevan was ready for talks
at the high and highest levels and ex-
pected “specific proposals.”

Meanwhile, Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev has repeatedly stated that
after last year’s 44-day war Baku con-
siders the Karabakh conflict resolved
and sees no reasons to continue to talk
about the region’s status as part of the
OSCE Minsk Group.

Instead, he has suggested that
Armenia and Azerbaijan start working
on a comprehensive peace treaty that
would include recognition of each
other’s Soviet-era borders, including

Karabakh as Azerbaijani territory.

Foreign Minister of NKR Davit
Babayan considersthe U.S. ambassador’s
statement in Syunik very important.

He said that since the three co-
chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group,
which also includes Russia and France,
believe that the issue of Nagorno-
Karabakh’s status remains unresolved
and that it is still on the agenda, Aliyev
“cannot achieve the realization of his
expansionist plans.”

“France has said it, Russia has
said it several times, Putin has said that
the status of Karabakh is a complicated
issue and should be left to the future,
that is, with that he emphasized that
this issue is not closed and is still on the
agenda.,” Babayan said.
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Registration
August 28, 2021
September 11, 2021

School Resumes
September 11, 2021
10am - 12:45pm

Annual Tuition
$495

St. Gregory Armenian Saturday School

BACK TO SCHOOL

~ FALL SEASON -~

For more information contact us:

626.449.1523
stgregorysaturdayschool@gmail.com

2215 E Colorado Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91107

Everyone ages 5-12 at
any level are welcome!

Subjects taught include:

- Armenian Language

- Armenian History

- Armenian Culture & Events
= Music and more...
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