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Security Council Secretary: There Can Be No
Corridor of Another Country on the
Sovereign Territory of Armenia

YEREVAN -- There can be no
corridor of another sovereign country
on the sovereign territory of the Re-
public of Armenia, Secretary of the
Security Council of Armenia Armen
Grigoryan said in a weekend interview
with RFE/RL’s Armenian Services.

Commenting on the statements
of Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev
about the “Zangezur Corridor”
Grigoryan stressed that the meaning of
unblocking in the region is that all
communication routes are opened, and
Armenia will use the territory of
Azerbaijan for communication with
Russia.

Grigoryan said that Armenia is
fully prepared for launching the pro-
cess of delimitation and demarcation
of the border with Azerbaijan and is
waiting for the latter’s response.

"We are ready for the processes
of delimitation and demarcation, but
Azerbaijan, as you probably noticed, is
now practically not talking about it,"
he said in an interview with Azatutyun
radio station.

Grigoryan said also that assign-
ing the protection of the border to the
border troops of the National Security
Service will be possible only when the
process of delimitation and demarca-
tion is completed.

"Border troops are currently con-
trolling a border section stretching

from the village of Tekh to the Araks
River. We could deploy our border
guards to this section because it is
more or less determined accurately. In
other sections it will be possible only
after the process of delimitation and
demarcation is over," he explained.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan has repeatedly called the
demarcation and delimitation of the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border an im-
portant point for achieving peace and
stability in the region.

Grigoryan also spoke about Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s announce-
ment about setting up Foreign Intelli-
gence Service. He explained that Ar-

Continued onpage 3

AEBU Scholarship Fund Announces
The 2021 Scholarship Award Recipient

PASADENA, CA - During three
different events held in Armenia, Leba-
non and the United States, the AEBU
Scholarship Fund Committee an-
nounced and presented 10 undergradu-
ate college students with their awards.

After the war in Artsakh and due
to the global economic and social cri-
sis facing Armenian communities
worldwide, the Armenian Educational
Benevolent Union Scholarship Fund
Committee decided to extend its reach
beyond the boundaries of the United

ARNENIAN EDUCATIONAL BENEoLENT 1y

<UBYUYUL YrRKyYL FUPGURFIYUL Uhop

States and offer scholarships to col-
lege students in Armenia and Lebanon
as well.

On August 13, 2021, and during
a visit to Armenia, founding member
Mr. Khachig Keshishian presented four
recipients with their scholarship
awards.

Haroutiun Boshkeznian attend-
ing European University in Armenia
majoring in International Relations

Continued onpage 4

Armenian Parliament Approves

Government’s Action Plan
Opposition MPs’s Fail to Interrupt the Proceedings
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YEREVAN — By a vote of 70 to
0 the Armenian Parliament has ap-
proved today the government’s pro-
gram of activities designed for 2021-
2026.

The parliamentary opposition
boycotted the voting. The head of the
Hayastan (Armenia) alliance Seyran
Ohanyan stated that the government’s
program is not in tune with the current
situation in the country.

Under the program presented in
parliament by the prime minister the
Armenian government, in particular,
pledges to do its part in ensuring peace
and stability in the region, raising the
security and providing better economic
conditions for citizens of Armenia.

According to Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan, ensuring the secu-
rity, sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity of Armenia, a fair solution to the
Nagorno-Karabakh problem, and cre-
ating a favorable external environment

around Armenia will remain priority
tasks for his government.

Pashinyan, in particular, pledged
large-scale reforms in the army and
active foreign policies to improve
Armenia’s external security. As an
important security factor, Pashinyan
singled out Armenia’s strategic alli-
ance with Russia and the country’s
membership in the Russian-led Collec-
tive Security Treaty Organization.

From the point of view of re-
gional stability, he also noted the im-
portance of continuing negotiations
within the framework of the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in
Europe’s Minsk Group co-chaired by
Russia, the United States and France
aimed at determining the final status
for Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Armenian leader said that
openingup regional infrastructures will

Continued onpage 4

Erdogan Claims Ankara Ready to Normalize
Relations with Yerevan

ANKARA — Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has claimed
readiness to to work towards normal-
ization of relations with Armenia.

Erdogan suggested that joint con-
structive steps could be taken to en-
sure sustainable peace and co-exist-
ence. “There is a need for new and
constructive approaches in our region.
Although there are differences of opin-
ion and expectation, it will be a respon-
sible course of action to make a sin-
cere effort to develop good neighborly
relations on the basis of trust, includ-
ing respect for each other’s territorial
integrity and sovereignty,” Erdogan
stated to reporters.

“We can work to gradually nor-
malize our relations with an Armenian
government that has declared its readi-
ness to move in this direction,” the
Turkish President said.

He noted that joint constructive
steps could be taken to “ensure sus-

tainable peace and co-existence.

Erdogan’s comments come after
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan said at a government sitting
on Friday that there were some posi-
tive public signals from Turkey. “We
will evaluate those signals, we will
respond to the positive signals with a
positive signal,” he said.
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Russia Calls on Azerbaijan to Release all
Armenian Captives Without Preconditions

MOSCOW -- Russia calls on
Azerbaijantorelease all Armenian pris-
oners of war and other detainees with-
outpreconditions, Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov said at a joint press
conference with his Armenian coun-
terpart Ararat Mirzoyan in Moscow on
Tuesday.

"To be precise, the November 9,
2020 statement called for the release of
prisoners of war who were in captivity
at that time. Now the Azerbaijanis are
holding groups of Armenian service-
men who were captured at the end of
November, after the statement came
into force and an agreement was reached
to end the hostilities," Lavrov said.

“This would be a landmark con-
fidence-building measure that we are
currently lacking, and of course, an
important humanitarian step,” the Rus-
sian FM noted.

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan

Russia calls on Azerbaijani to
release the Armenian prisoners of war
and other detainees without precondi-
tions, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said at a joint press conference
with Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan in Moscow.

He said this signal has been sent
to Azerbaijan on the presidential and
other levels.

“This would be a landmark con-
fidence-building measure that we are
currently lacking, and of course, an
important humanitarian step,” the Rus-
sian FM noted.

He said Russia will continue to
insist on this position, but added that
the final decision does not depend on
them.

He attached importance to imple-
mentation of any trust-building mea-
sure, including the handover by Arme-
nia of landmine maps to Azerbaijan.

Armenia’s Economic Activity
in First Seven Months of 2021 Grows by 5.2%
Foreign Trade Up 15.1%
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YEREVAN (Arka) — Armenia’s
economic activity in the first seven
months of 2021 increased by 5.2%
compared to the same period in 2020,
according to the National Statistical
Committee (NSC).

It said the economic activity in-
dex in July 2021 was up 5.8% from the
same month of 2020 and 7.4% up from
June 2021.

According to the official data, in
January-July 2021, the industrial out-
put increased by 2.1% year-on-year to
approximately 1.226 trillion drams. In
July 2021 compared to July 2020, the
indicator was up 1.7%, and compared
to June 2021 it did not change.

The NSC said all sectors of
economy expanded during the first
seven months of 2021. The construc-
tion sector grew by 8.8% to about
160.6 billion drams. In July 2021 com-
pared to July 2020, the growth was
2.2%, and compared to June 2021 —
12.1%.

The services sector (excluding
trade) in January-July 2021 amounted
to 1.025 trillion drams, which is 4.4%
higher than in January-July 2020. In
July 2021 compared to July 2020, the
indicator increased by 14.4%, and
compared to June 2021 — by 3.3%.

According to the statistics, the
domestic trade in January-July 2021

September 4, 2021
Azerbaijan Unblocks Key Road in Syunik
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unblocked a major Armenian highway
in Syunik after keeping it closed for all
kinds of travel for nearly two days.

Armenia’s National Security Ser-
vice (NSS) said on Friday evening that
both sections of the Goris-Kapan road,
namely Shurnukh-Karmrakar and
Goris-Vorotan that were kept closed
since late August 25 and August 26,
respectively, were now open again.

“The Goris-Kapan interstate road
is open for all types of vehicles and for
free movement of citizens,” the NSS
said, adding that Armenia’s border
troops and border-guards of the Rus-
sian Federal Security Service con-
ducted negotiations with the Azerbaijani
side for the reopening of the road.

The NSS statement referred to
no other details of the negotiations or
any conditions on which the road sec-
tion may have been reopened.

In December 2020, a month after
Russia brokered a ceasefire deal to end
the armed conflict in Nagorno-
Karabakh, it also arranged with
Yerevan and Baku that Armenians will
continue to use the stretch of the
highway passing through Azerbaijani-
controlled territory under the supervi-
sion of Russian border-guards until
Armenia builds another alternative road
for all types of transportation to con-

YEREVAN — Azerbaijan has
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nect two parts of the mountainous
region.

The highway is also vital for
Armenian trade with Iran. Earlier on
Friday the Iranian embassy in Yerevan
told the state-run Armenpress news
agency that Tehran hopes that the
latest border crisis between Armenia
and Azerbaijan will be resolved peace-
fully and will not jeopardize commer-
cial ties in the region.

During the morning session of
the government Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinian accused
Azerbaijan of trying to discredit
Armenia’s peace efforts by closing the
road, but expressed a hope that the
situation will be resolved soon.

At the same time, he told his
ministers to speed up their efforts on
the renovation of alternative roads in
Syunik to ensure reliable connection
between communities and the regional
center, state and interstate highways.

“This situation was not unex-
pected for us and in the meantime we
have worked and will continue to work
to build new infrastructure. But the
reopening of the road in the Eyvazli
and Chaizami sections can be a very
good symbol of regional stability,” the
Armenian prime minister said, refer-
ring to the two closed sections of the
Goris-Kapan road.

Azerbaijani Soldier Captured in Martakert
After Threatening to Kill Children

STEPANAKERT — Jamil
Babayev, a serviceman of the
Azerbaijani Armed Forces, was found
in an apartment on Teryan Street in
the city of Martakert, Artsakh, on
August 25, the Prosecutor’s Office
of Artsakh reports.

The same day he was taken to the
National Security Service of Artsakh.
A criminal case has been initiated on
charges of of espionage, illegal cross-
ing of Artsakh’s state border, threats
to kill the minor residents of the men-
tioned apartment.

Babayev has been arrested, an
investigation is underway. Additional
information on the circumstances of
this case will be provided in the near
future, the Prosecutor’s Office said.

Azerbaijan’s Defense Ministry
said a probe had been launched against
Babayev after he allegedly left a psy-
chiatric clinic in the Azerbaijani city of
Ganca without permission.

amounted to about 1.8 trillion drams,
having increased by 7.5% compared
to the same period in 2020. In July
2021 compared to July 2020, the indi-
cator increased by 5.2%, and com-
pared to June 2021 — by 6.5%.

During the same period
Armenia’s foreign trade turnover
in January-July 2021 amounted to
$4,306.4 billion, which is 15.1%
higher than in the same period in
2020.
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Armenian Church in Malatya Hosts
First Religious Service in 106 years

ISTANBUL -- Sourp Y errortutyun
(Holy Trinity) Armenian Church in
Malatya hosted the first religious service
in 106 years.

The church is located in the neigh-
borhood where assassinated Armenian
journalist Hrant Dink had grown up.

Closed since 1915, the Church
was opened to worship on August 28.

Arch. Sahak Mashalyan, the Ar-
menian Patriarch in Turkey and
Grigoriyos Melki Urek, the Metropolitan
Bishop of Adiyaman and Surrounding
Provinces and the Deputy Patriarch, as
well as the mayor and governor of
Malatya, attended the opening ceremony.

“The opening of the Surp
Yerrortutyun Church is a milestone for
thisregion. Forthe Armenians of Malatya,
this opening is a day of the feast,” said
the Patriarch.

Also speaking at the ceremony,

Armenians from across the coun-
try also attended the opening ceremony.

The construction of the Sourp
Yerrortutyun (Holy Trinity) Armenian
Church began in 1878 with the participa-
tion of a Greek architect and Armenian
stonemasons.

In 1893, the construction of the
church was completed. The dome of the
church was destroyed in the earthquake
of 1893. The building was repaired be-
tween 1905-1907. After 1915, the church
building was used as barracks and a
prison.

The dome of the church burned in
the fire of 1969. The church was in
ruins. In 2010, the restoration of the
building was planned by the order of the
Governor of Malatya, Mr. Ulvi Saran.
Construction work began in 2012. Work
on the project was stopped due to tech-
nical problems and lack of funding.

Nuran Gezdirici, the chair of the Malatya
Philanthropist Armenians Culture and
Solidarity Association said the reopening
of the church is a great pride. She
commemorated Hrant Dink, an Arme-
nian journalist who was assassinated in
2007, noting that he had grown up “two
streets away from the church.”

In 2021, restoration works were
completed under the chairmanship of
Malatya Mayor, Mr. Selahattin Giirkan.
Malatya’s HAYDER associationalso par-
ticipated in the process.. HAYDER also
provided financial support for the resto-
ration of the church’s altar/ dome sec-
tion and the baptistery.

Security Council Secretary

Continued frompage 1

menia has long had the Foreign Intelli-
gence Service, which has been part of
the National Security Service.

"Most countries in the world have
shifted to a system where the NSS and
the foreign intelligence service are dif-
ferent agencies. Given the importance
of foreign intelligence, there is a need
to give these activities an institutional

status. In this regard, we consider it
necessary to create a separate struc-
ture," he said.

When asked why then the Arme-
nian side failed to foresee the 44-day
war in Artsakh, unleashed by Azerbaijan
last autumn, Grigoryan said that even
the United States, having one of the
world's strongest intelligence services,
did not have the information to prevent
the September 11, 2001

Armenian Cemetery in Van Bulldozed,
Tombstones and Bones Smashed

ISTANBUL (AsiaNews) — Un-
known assailants have damaged sev-
eral (Christian) graves in an Armenian
cemetery in the district of Tusba, in
the province of Van, in the far east of
Turkey. Yesterday, Turkish opposi-
tion MP Murat Sarisa¢, a member of
the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic
Party (HDP), lodged a complaint and
asked for a parliamentary inquiry to be
opened on the matter.

The suburb of Kalecik, also
known as Lezk, was an Armenian
neighbourhood before the 1915 geno-
cide. The Housing Development
Agency (TOKI) promoted the con-
struction of several housing units in the
area after the devastating 2011 Van
earthquake. Local witnesses report that,
in recent days, a landowner brought
bulldozers to the cemetery and pur-
posely damaged the graves. According
to a report by the Mesopotamia Agency
(Ma), gravestones and bones were also
removed and scattered.

In the images caught on CCTV
cameras, MP Murat Sarisa¢ points out,
‘you can see that the gravestones are
damaged and dozens of bones from
the cemetery are scattered on the
ground’. The HDP member adds that
similar incidents have often occurred
in Van in the past, confirming that no
adequate measures have been taken so
far by central and local authorities to
“protect monasteries, churches and
historical cemeteries”.

“In 2017, a toilet, a dressing
room and a car park were built on
Dilkaya Tumulus and the Armenian

cemetery in Can,” he noted. “Because
of treasury hunting and the negligence
of the executive authorities, historical
and cultural structures in and around
Van are damaged.”Sarisa¢ asked Vice
President Fuat Oktay whether an in-
vestigation was opened into the inci-
dent and why the authorities do not
protect Armenian cemeteries and cul-
tural and religious heritage. He also
asked about the central government’s
position on the vandalism and whether
an ‘inventory of Armenian monaster-
ies, churches and other cultural assets
in the region’ had been made.

For the minorities, the desecra-
tion of the Armenian cemetery is only
the latest in a series of controversial
episodes, which show disrespect — if
not contempt and commercialisation —
of religious and cultural heritage. Last
January, an ancient Armenian church
in Bursa was expropriated and put up
for sale online for 800,000 dollars, or
the barbeque held in the grounds of
another, while in recent months, the
conversion of the ancient Christian
basilicas of St Sophia and Chora into
mosques, which were then museums
inthe early 20th century under Ataturk,
has held court.

These are controversial decisions
in the context of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s “nationalism and
Islam” policy to hide the economic
crisis and maintain power. In both
buildings the Islamic authorities have
covered images of Jesus, frescoes and
icons revealing Christian roots with a
white curtain.

'Fly Arna' is Armenia’s National Airline

YEREVAN -- The Armenian Na-
tional Interests Fund (ANIF) and Air
Arabia Group, the Middle East and
North Africa’s first and largest low-
cost carrier (LCC) operator, today
announced that the new national airline
to be launched by their joint venture
company will be named ‘Fly Arna.’

The name was chosen by the
Board of Directors of the joint venture
company from over 500 suggestions
received in response to the ‘Name the
Airline’ competition announced in July
2021. Following a comprehensive re-
view, the name of the airline was
chosen as ‘Fly Arna’ — with the word
‘Arna’ being derived from the name
“Armenian National Airlines” by com-
bining the first two letters of the words

“ARmenian” with the first letter of
“National” and the first letter of “Air-
line”. The competition aimed to engage
the citizens of Armenia to participate in
naming their new national airline re-
flecting the commitment of ANIF and
Air Arabia Group to promote stake-
holder participation.

More than 800 participants sug-
gested the 500 names via email and on
ANIF’s social media pages. The name
was chosen to be most inclusive and
reflecting the spirit of the joint venture
company to transform the aviation
sector of the country.

“Fly Arna” will operate as a low-
cost passenger airline with Yerevan’s
Zvartnots International Airport (EVN)
as its base.
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COATF Soiree Raises Over $535,000
For Smart Village Initiative in Armenia

OVER
S935K RAISE

UM COAE
MMER SOIREE

QOAE H-

LOS ANGELES — The 11th
Annual Children of Armenia Fund
(COAF) Summer Soiree held virtually
on Sunday, August 22 was aptly titled
“Buildinga Resilient Nation: Achieving
New Heights” in support of the
organization’s signature SMART Vil-
lage initiative.

This year’s event raised over
$535,000, surpassing the set goal of
$350,000! Funds will go towards
COAF’s ongoing efforts aimed at re-
vitalizing rural Armenia, providing chil-
dren and families opportunities to ad-
vance themselves and achieve their
full potential.

Debet, where the COAF SMART
Center is located, is in Lori, one of
Armenia’s most impoverished regions,
with over 70% of the population cat-
egorized as socially vulnerable. COAF
is prioritizing cutting-edge, sustain-
able solutions to strengthen Debet’s
education, healthcare, and social ser-
vices systems, in addition to critical
infrastructure development and eco-

nomic stimulation.

These initiatives form the back-
bone of COAF’s transformation of
Debet into a SMART Village, where
community-focused and comprehen-
sive approaches to development will
raise the quality of life, make the Lori
region globally competitive, and help
stem the tide of emigration.

“The Debet community is facing
the very real threat of depopulation within
the next 20 years. The grim reality is that
nobody else in Armenia is investing the
same energy in our neglected rural com-
munities as we are. Now more than ever,
we need to act as a collective and fight
for the revival of our overlooked areas,”
stated COAF Managing Director Korioun
Khatchadourian during his address.

The event was hosted by Araksya
Karapetyan of Good Day L.A. on FOX
11 Los Angeles, COAF Head of Devel-
opment Haig Boyadjian, and world-
famous auctioneer Gabriel Butu. The
program featured spectacular perfor-
mances by Universal Dance Studio

AEBU Scholarship Fund Announces

Continued frompage 1

Maria Lapaianattending Yerevan
State University majoring in Informatic
& Applied Mathematics

Arusyak Nersisyan attending
Yerevan State Medical School/Den-
tistry

Rosealine Tateossian attending
Yerevan State Medical School/General
Medicine

On August 18 and during a visit
to Lebanon, founding member Mr.
Garo Bekarian presented two recipi-
ents with their scholarship awards.
The event held at the AEBU center in
Beirut was attended by the AEBU chair-
man Mr. Aram Malian, Sahaguian-
Levon Meguerditchian College princi-
pal, Mr. Nazo Jerejian and several rep-
resentatives of the Armenian Educa-
tional Benevolent Unionin Lebanon. The
scholarship awards were presented to:

Sarine Jabotian attending Leba-
nese International University majoring
in Nutrition and Dietetics

Sarine Tankian attending Leba-
nese International University majoring
in Interior Design

Both recipients are graduates of
the Sahaguian-Levon Meguerditchian
College operated by AEBU in Lebanon.

On August 29, 2021, and during
a fundraiser event held in Pasadena,
California the AEBU Scholarship Fund

Committee presented four undergradu-
ate students with their awards. Large
number of applications were received.
After careful review, the following
students were selected to receive the
AEBU Scholarship Award:

Christina Chiranian attending
University of California, Irvine major-
ing in Social Policy and Public Service
(Focus: Education) and double minor-
ing in Education & Armenian Studies

Narek Daduryan attending Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles ma-
joring in Computer Science

Aleen Kozian attending Univer-
sity of California, San Diego majoring
in Human Biology

Mary Topoozian attending Cali-
fornia State University, Fresno major-
ing in Biology

To qualify for the AEBU Scholar-
ship Award, applicants must be of
Armenian descent, be academically
accomplished, and above all, be in-
volved in the Armenian community.
All our recipients completed these re-
quirements and even at this young age,
have proven valuable participants in
the different aspects of the Armenian
life in their respective communities.

The AEBU Scholarship Fund’s
mission is to invest in the future of our
youth and in turn, the future of our
nation. What makes that possible is the
support of our donors.

September 4, 2021

“Architects of the Armenian Genocide:
The Top-Level Perpetrators”
by Dt. Suren Manukyan

FRESNO — Dr. Suren Manukyan
will speak on “Architects of the Arme-
nian Genocide: The Top-Level Perpe-
trators” at 7:00PM (Pacific time)/
10:00PM (Eastern time) on Friday,
September 17, 2021. The presentation
is part of the Fall 2021 Lecture Series
of the Armenian Studies Program and
will be an online presentation. Zoom
registration is required: https://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesmanukyan].

Dr. Manukyan is the Kazan Vis-
iting Professor in Armenian Studies at
Fresno State for the Fall 2021 semes-
ter and is teaching a course on “Intro-
duction to Armenian Studies.”

In the upper circle of perpetra-
tors of the Armenian Genocide were
decision-makers. They were respon-
sible for the formulation of the ideol-
ogy of the Genocide (Ziya Gokalp,
Yusuf Akg¢ura), making the decisions
on carrying out the genocide (Mehmet
Talaat, [smail Enver), and supervising
the course of the massacres (Mehmed
Nazim, Behaeedin Sakir). Decision-
makers sent hundreds of thousands of
people to death, often without partici-
pating in their killings personally.

The perpetrators of this level were
high-ranking state officials, party elites,
and a few influential individuals, who
had a decisive role in masterminding
the Armenian Genocide. Dr. Manukyan
will discuss these various perpetrators

in his lecture.

Dr. Manukyan is the Head of the
UNESCO Chair on Prevention of Geno-
cide and Other Atrocity Crimes at
Yerevan State University and Head of
the Department of Comparative Geno-
cide Studies at the Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute (Yerevan). Heis also
a Visiting lecturer at the American
University of Armenia and has been a
Fulbright Scholar at the Center for the
Study of Genocide and Human Rights
at the Rutgers University of New Jer-
sey.

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

Armenian Parliament Approves

Continued frompage 1

also be important for his government
in the context of creating a stable
regional environment in the wake of
last year’s war in Nagorno-Karabakh,
which Pashinyan acknowledged has
essentially changed Armenia’s exter-
nal environment.

The Armenian premier stressed,
however, that the process should not
take place at the expense of the secu-
rity and vital interests of Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Pashinyan also said that the gov-
ernment program envisages the deploy-
ment of border troops instead of army
units at some sections of the frontier and
the establishment of a foreign intelli-
gence service in the next five years.

In terms of the economy,
Pashynian said that as part of the
2021-2026 action plan the minimum
monthly salary in Armenia will be raised
from the current 68,000 drams ($138)
to 85,000 drams ($172).

The Armenian government esti-
mates that in 2021-2026 the average
annual economic growth rate will be at
the level of 7 percent. The plan envis-
ages that it could be up to 9 percent a
year “in case of favorable external
conditions.”

The program envisages that by
2026 the level of poverty in the coun-
try will drop below 10 percent, while
extreme poverty will be stamped out.

Pashinyan said that Armenia will
also continue to develop its infrastruc-
ture, including roads. In presenting the
program to the government last week
he said the European Union has made a

package of 2.6 billion Euros (about $3
billion) available to Armenia in the next
four years for that purpose. These
projects, Pashinyan said, will include
the construction of a 60-kilometer-
long road connecting the towns of
Sisian and Kajaranin Armenia’s south-
ern Syunik province, the construction
of reservoirs and other infrastructure
and education projects.

Pashinyan said that 300 schools
and 500 kindergartens will be built or
renovated in Armenia in the next five
years. He said that the government’s
goal is also to equip all 1,400 schools
across Armenia with engineering and
natural science laboratories.

Pashinyan also mentioned that
every third and subsequent child in all
families regardless of their social sta-
tus will receive 50,000 drams (about
$100) a month until the age of six.

The debate over the government’s
action plan in parliament proceeded in
a tense atmosphere, with three brawls
instigated by opposition lawmakers
trying to interrupt the proceedings. At
least in one instance they hurled water
bottles and chairs at the direction of
Pro-Government MP’s.

The Office of Armenia’s Prosecu-
tor General said it will order an inquiry
into two scuffles provoked by MPs in
the parliament. It said a preliminary study
of the video recordings of August 25
session shows that some lawmakers
demonstrated behavior that is unbecom-
ing of the representative of the legislative
body and disrespectful attitude towards
the citizens watching the session live,
which was accompanied by obscene
expressions and the use of violence.
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MODERNA, PFIZER AND JOHNSON & JOHNSON
VACCINE CLINIC

Thursday, September 9, 4 - 5:30 p.m.

Saint Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church
2215 E. Colorado Bivd.

OPEN TO EVERYONE AGE 12 AND UP
PRE-REGISTER AT MYTURN.CA.GOV
OR REGISTER ON SITE

- DO NOT ATTEND IF YOU ARE SICK OR HAVE COVID-19 -
- WEAR A MASK -
= MINORS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY PARENT/LEGAL GUARDIAN -

f)
(3

COVID-19 vaccines are available at NO COST to you.

For more information visit cityofpasadena.net/COVID19vaccine.

PASADENA

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
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