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The Nagorno Karabakh Conflict Is Waiting
for Its Just Settlement. Nikol Pashinyan
Addressing UN General Assembly

Prime Minister of Armenia Nikol
Pashinyan delivered a speech at the
General Debate of the 76th session of
the United Nations General Assembly,
emphasizing that “Armenia is ready for
a constructive dialogue, which should
lead to the establishment of lasting
peace in the region. The right of the
people of Artsakh to self-determina-
tion cannot be suspended through the
use of force; the conflict cannot be
considered resolved as a result of the
use of force.”

Adding that contacts mediated
by the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs
will allow the parties to find common
ground and open an arena to find an-
swers to many questions.

"The interconnected transport ar-
teries of the region will be an outcome
of resolving this issue. Opportunity
will be created for establishing eco-
nomic ties, which is one of the impor-
tant prerequisites for peaceful devel-
opment.

While examining the topic of re-

opening transport links, we discov-
ered that there are options that aim at
sustaining regional isolation and hostil-
ity, but there are also options that
emphasize regional interconnectedness
and can be a step-by-step solution to
the problem of hostility. We are an
advocate for the latter option.

If the railway connecting Arme-
nia to Turkey is opened too, then the
topic of opening regional communica-
tions will cover broader scope."
Pashinyan announced.

Pashinyan also addressed the
isssue of captive armenians in
Azerbaijan, calling it an act against
peace process.

"We propose to complete the pro-
cess of the return of prisoners of war,
hostages, and other captives without
delay," Pashinian said.

"It is also necessary to resume
the peace process for the settlement of
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict under
the auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group
co-chairs," Pashinian added

U.S. House Passes 5 Critical Amendments
in NDAA H.R. 4350

WASHINGTON D.C.—-Byavote
of 316-113, the House of Representa-
tives passed 5 pro-peace amendments
to the National Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA) for FY2022. The Senate
is expected to take up the NDAA in the
coming weeks.

In response to this news, ACA’s
Washington D.C. representative Taniel
Koushakjian stated “We commend the
House of Representatives for adopting
these significant, pro-democracy mea-
sures, especially all of the amendment
sponsors for taking a strong stand
against the war crimes committed by
Azerbaijan’s armed forces against
peaceful Armenians who are simply
defending their right to live in peace.
We urge Congress to ensure these
measures and kept in the final adoption
of the FY2022 NDAA.”

Amendment #21 to H.R. 4350

Creates a report on Azerbaijan’s ac-
tivities in Nagorno Karabakh in 2020 to
be submitted to the relevant congres-
sional committees by the Secretary of
Defense in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State. Also expresses the
Sense of Congress that the govern-
ment of Azerbaijan should immediately
return all Armenian prisoners of war
and captured civilians. Urges the Ad-
ministration to engage with Azerbaijani
authorities, including through the
OSCE Minsk Group, to make clear the
importance of adhering to their obliga-
tions under the November 9 statement
and international law to immediately
release all prisoners of war and cap-
tured civilians.

Amendment #278 to H.R. 4350
Modifies the Global Magnitsky Human

Continued on page 2

PACE Calls on Azerbaijan to Release
All Armenian POWs

STRASBOURG -- The Council
of Europe’s Parliamentary Assembly
(PACE) has called on Azerbaijan to set
free “without further delay” all Arme-
nian soldiers and civilians held by it
one year after the outbreak of a war in
Nagorno-Karabakh.

In a resolution on “humanitarian
consequences” of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict adopted late on Mon-
day, the PACE also urged Armenia to
provide Azerbaijan with more infor-
mation about minefields in districts
around Karabakh recaptured by
Azerbaijani forces.

The wide-ranging resolution, op-
posed by virtually all Azerbaijani and
Turkish members of the Strasbourg-
based assembly, further says that both
sides should investigate allegations of
war crimes committed by them the
during the six-week hostilities stopped
by a Russian-brokered ceasefire ac-
cord last November.

The deal calls, among other
things, for the unconditional release of
all prisoners of war and civilian cap-
tives held by the parties. Dozens of
Armenians remain in Azerbaijani cap-
tivity.

The PACE expressed serious con-
cern about their detention conditions
as well as the fate of about 30 other
Armenians “allegedly seen, filmed or
photographed in captivity, with no in-
dication as to their current where-
abouts.”

“The Assembly is alarmed at alle-
gations made by Armenia that these

persons have been subjected to en-
forced disappearances and possibly
killed,” it said, adding that the
Azerbaijani authorities must shed light
on their whereabouts and “release all
remaining captives and return them to
Armenia without further delay.”

“The Assembly is concerned
about the many allegations of crimes,
war crimes and other wrongful acts
leveled against both Armenia and
Azerbaijan during the 6-week war,”
reads the resolution.

It points to a “substantial number
of consistent allegations of inhuman
and degrading treatment and torture of
Armenian prisoners of war by
Azerbaijanis, as well as a number of
allegations of similar treatment of
Azerbaijani prisoners of war by Arme-
nians.” The two sides, it says, must
“fully investigate the allegations and
bring to justice anyone, including at
command level, found to be respon-
sible for crimes, war crimes or other
wrongful acts.”

The PACE also stressed the
need to help tens of thousands of
Karabakh Armenian civilians dis-
placed by the war, protect religious
and historical monuments in the con-
flict zone and de-escalate tensions
along the Armenian-Azerbaijani bor-
der. It called on Armenia and
Azerbaijan to start demarcating the
border and “examine the possibility
of creating a demilitarized zone with
the presence of a peacekeeping or
military monitoring force.”

Turkey's Erdogan Disappointed
After Talks With President Biden

ISTANBUL (AP) — Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said
Friday thatrecent talks with U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden had proved disappoint-
ing, and that his country would seek
closer ties with Russia.

Speaking after prayers in Istanbul,
Erdogan said he and Biden had failed to
bridge their differences at a meeting
during his visit to New York for the
UN General Assembly this week.

“In the discussions with Mr. Biden
that I’d been anticipating, there wasn’t
the desired outcome. ... As two NATO
countries, we need to be at a different
point,” he told journalists.

Erdogan went on to criticize U.S.
support for Kurdish militants in Syria
who were instrumental in fighting the
Islamic State group. Ankara considers
them terrorists due to their links to the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or PKK,
which has waged a 37-year insur-
gency against Turkey. Turkey has a
large and restive Kurdish ethnic mi-
nority. The PKK is listed as a terrorist
organization by the U.S. and EU.

“America is not fighting terrorist
organizations enough, itis giving them

a lot of weapons and equipment,” he
said.

Erdogan is due to meet Russian
President Vladimir Putin in the Black
Sea resort of Sochi on Sept. 29, where
the leaders will concentrate on the
situation in Syria.

Erdogan said he would seek to
take relations with Moscow “much
further” when he meets Putin. “We
strive to further our bilateral relations

Continued on page 4



p

Massis Weekly

Archbishop Raphaél Francois Minassian
Elected Armenian Catholic Patriarch
of Cilicia

ROME — The Synod of Bishops
of the Armenian Catholic Church has
elected Archbishop Raphaél Francois
Minassianas as Patriarch of Cilicia of
the Armenians, Vatican News reports.

Upon his election, the 74-year-
old patriarch took the name Patriarch
Raphaél Pierre XXI Minassian.

The patriarch-to-be and his 11
confreres began meeting in Rome Sept.
20 to begin their second attempt at
electing a patriarch.

The bishops had met in Lebanon
for two weeks beginning June 22, but
no candidate had garnered the two-
thirds vote necessary to succeed Pa-
triarch Grégoire Pierre XX Ghabroyan,
who died in Beirut May 25.

In accordance with church law,
after the unsuccessful election, the
bishops turned to Pope Francis. He
asked them to gather in Rome and
begin the electoral process again Sept.
22 after two days of prayer and reflec-
tion.

His Beatitude Raphaél Bedros XXI
Minassian was born on 24 November
1946 in Beirut. He studied at the Patri-
archal Seminary of Bzommar (1958-
1967) and at the Pontifical Gregorian
University (1967-1973), where he also
studied philosophy and theology. He
attended a specialization course in
psycho-pedagogy at the Salesian Pon-
tifical University.

On 24 June 1973 he was or-
dained a priest as a member of the
Patriarchal Clergy Institute in Bzommar.
From 1973 to 1982 he served as parish
priest of the Armenian Cathedral in
Beirut, and from 1982 to 1984, secre-
tary to Patriarch Hovannes Bedros
XVIII Kasparian. From 1984 to 1989
he was in charge of founding the par-

ish complex of the Holy Cross in Zalka,
Beirut.

From 1975 to 1989 he was a
judge at the ecclesiastical tribunal of
the Armenian Church in Beirut. He
taught Armenian liturgy at the Pontifi-
cal University of Kaslik from 1985 to
1989, and in 1989 he was transferred
to the United States of America, where
he worked for a year as a parish priest
in New York. Subsequently, until 2003,
he was pastor for Armenian Catholics
in California, Arizona and Nevada.

Since 2004 he has directed
Telepace Armenia, of which he is
founder. In 2005 he was appointed as
Patriarchal exarch of Jerusalem and
Amman for the Armenians. On 24 June
2011 the Holy Father appointed him
ordinary for the Armenian Catholic
faithful of Eastern Europe, assigning
him the titular see of Caesarea in
Cappadocia of the Armenians and the
title of archbishop ad personam.

From 24 to 26 June 2016, he
received Pope Francis during his Ap-
ostolic Journey in Armenia.

Artsakh Ombudsman Publishes Report on
Killing of Civilians by Azerbaijani Forces

STEPANAKERT
-- The Human Rights
Ombudsman of the
Artsakh Republic has
published an updated
version of the Report
on the cases of the
killing of civilians in
Artsakh by the armed
forces of Azerbaijan.

The Report sum-
marizes the data col-
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on September 27,

lected as a result of fact-finding work
of the Artsakh Human Rights
Ombudsman’s staff from September
27,2020 to September 27,2021 on the
civilian killings by Azerbaijani armed
forces either by targeted strikes or
after their invasion of the civilian settle-
ments of Artsakh. Only the cases
proved on indisputable grounds are
presented. The report provides a brief
description on the circumstances of
the killing of each civilian.

According to the data collected
until September 27, 2021, the identi-
ties of 80 civilians killed by the
Azerbaijani armed forces were re-
vealed. 42 civilians were killed from
long-range strikes by the Azerbaijani
armed forces, including rocket-pro-

pelled grenades, shelling, bombard-
ment, and sabotage by subversive
groups. 38 civilians were killed in cap-
tivity or at least under the control of
Azerbaijan from physical violence,
stabbing, beheading, close-range
shooting and other direct means. Out
of 80 civilian victims, 68 are men and
12 are women. 52 civilians were killed
at the place of residence, 15 at the
public place, 11 at the place of work,
1 person in the Azerbaijani prison. The
majority of civilian victims are people
over 63 years old.

The Human Rights Ombudsman
also recorded the cases of 163 civilian
injuries, most of which resulted from
strikes that resulted in the deaths of
others. The fate of two dozen civilians

October 2, 2021

OSCE Minsk Group Co-chairs Host a
Meeting Between Armenian and Azeri FMs

NEW YORK -- The foreign min-
isters of Armenia and Azerbaijan met
in New York late on Friday for talks
hosted by the U.S., Russian and French
diplomats co-chairing the OSCE Minsk
Group.

It was the first face-to-face meet-
ing of the top diplomats of the two
warring states since a Russian-
brokered ceasefire agreement that
stopped the Armenian-Azerbaijani war
in Nagorno-Karabakh last November.

The three mediators described it
as a “sign of the resolve of the two
countries to reengage in the peace
process through direct dialogue.” They
also held separate meetings with For-
eign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan and his
Azerbaijani counterpart Jeyhun
Bayramov on the sidelines of a session
of the UN General Assembly.

“The Co-Chairs and Foreign Min-
isters discussed a wide range of out-
standing unresolved issues between
Armenia and Azerbaijan,” they said in
a joint statement.” “The Co-Chairs
proposed specific focused measures
to deescalate the situation and possible
next steps.”

“The Co-Chairs reaffirm their
commitment to continue working with
the sides to find comprehensive solu-
tions to all remaining issues related to
or resulting from the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict in accordance with

their mandate,” added the statement.

It did not report any concrete
understandings reached by Mirzoyan
and Bayramov or say whether the co-
chairs plan to visit the Karabakh con-
flict zone soon.

According to the Armenian For-
eign Ministry, Mirzoyan reaffirmed
Armenia’s readiness to “resume the
Karabakh settlement process” that has
long been mediated by the United States,
Russia and France.

The talks came the day after
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev’s
again claimed, in an address to the UN
General Assembly, that Azerbaijan
ended the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
with its victory in the six-week war.

A senior Armenia official insisted
afterwards that “the conflict remains
unresolved” because there is still no
agreement on Karabakh’s status, the
main bone of contention. The U.S.
ambassador to Armenia, Lynne Tracy,
hasrepeatedly made similar statements
in recent weeks.

While in New York, both
Mirzoyan and Bayramov held talks with
Victoria  Nuland, the U.S.
undersecretary of state for political
affairs. Nuland tweeted on Friday that
shed discussed with the Armenian for-
eign minister the “goal of peaceful
settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict.”

U.S. House Passes 5 Critical Amendments

Continued frompage 1

Rights Accountability Act (Subtitle F
of title XXI of PL 114-328) to autho-
rize sanctions for serious human rights
abuse, any violation of internationally
recognized human rights, or corrup-
tion; adds two new reports to Con-
gress; and repeals the sunset.
Amendment #325 to H.R. 4350
Requires a report from the Secretary
of Defense, in collaboration with the
Secretary of State, addressing allega-
tions that some units of foreign coun-
tries that have participated in security
cooperation programs under section
333 of title 10, U.S.C. may have also
committed gross violations of interna-
tionally recognized human rights be-
fore or while receiving U.S. security
assistance. This report would also in-

cludes recommendations to improve
human rights training and additional
measures that can be adopted to pre-
vent these types of violations.

Amendment #431 to H.R. 4350
Requires a report by the Secretary of
State on the activities of the Grey
Wolves organization (AKA Bozkurtlar
& Ulkii Ocaklari) undertaken against
U.S. interests, allies, and international
partners, including a review of the
criteria met for designation as a for-
eign terrorist organization.

Amendment #449 to H.R. 4350
Requires a report within 180 days of
all US humanitarian and develop-
mental assistance programs in
Nagorno Karabakh, including an
analysis of the effectiveness of such
programs and any plans for future
assistance.

from the territories occupied by
Azerbaijan remains unknown.

The report was prepared in a
closed and public version. The
closed report adds many photos of

the victims before and after their
deaths. The public report was pre-
pared without photos, taking into
account the cruel and sensitive im-
ages in them.




Azeri War Crimes: A Year Later

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF
AMERICA

As September 27, 2021 marks
the one year anniversary of Azer-
baijan’s warmongering aggression to
reignite the Nagorno-Karabakh
(Artsakh) conflict and attempt to eth-
nically cleanse the Armenian popula-
tion of the Artsakh region, these are
some of the many examples of war
crimes and human rights violations
committed by the Azerbaijani regime.

Stepanakert, a city of 55,000,
and numerous other settlements in
Artsakh, were subject to indiscrimi-
nate shelling and bombing by
Azerbaijani forces.

Civilian infrastructure across
Artsakh were targeted including hos-
pitals, shelters, residential neighbor-
hoods, churches, and theaters. In
October, Azerbaijan bombed a Cul-
tural Center in the town of Shushi and
flattened the structure. During this
time, Stepanakert’s power plant and
major electrical substation were tar-
geted, which caused aregional outage.
Hospitals and shelters which relied
upon that power supply, were left
vulnerable.

The Human Rights Ombudsman
of Artsakh, Artak Beglaryan, alongside
the Artsakh Ministry of Education,
reported on November 2, 2020 that 61
schools and 10 kindergartens were
shelled by the Azerbaijani military.

Several healthcare facilities were
also targeted by Azerbaijan. On Octo-
ber 28, 2020, Stepanakert’s maternity
hospital was hit with air strikes. The
same facility was hit again with a
Smirch missile on November 3, 2020.
Earlier, on October 14, 2020, the mili-
tary hospital of Martakert was also
shelled.

Use of Cluster Munitions

Further evidence of Azerbaijan’s
malicious motives in this war of ag-
gression came from an October 23,
2020 report by Human Rights Watch.
This report documents four incidents
of Azerbaijan’s use of cluster muni-
tions in Stepanakert and the town of
Hadrut. They noted that they could not
“identify any military equipment or
bases in the three neighborhoods [in

Stepanakert] where the attacks took
place. Evenifthere had been, given the
indiscriminate effects of cluster muni-
tions, their use in a residential civilian
setting is not permitted under the laws
of war.”

Use of Incendiary Ammuni-
tion

On October 30, 2020, Armenia’s
Human Rights Ombudsman Arman
Tatoyan, released a video of Azer-
baijan’s use of white phosphorus mu-
nitions within Artsakh. Ethnic Arme-
nians suffered numerous burns and
large swaths of forest were devas-
tated. Tatoyan stated, “These muni-
tions have clear effects of mass de-
struction for the environment; now
they are also used against civilians by
Azerbaijani military forces and in this
context are forbidden under interna-
tional law.”

War Crimes Against POWs and
Civilians

According to the Geneva Con-
vention III, prisoners of war may be
interned without any particular proce-
dure or for no individual reason. The
purpose of this internment is not to
punish them, but only to hinder their
direct participation in hostilities and/or
to protect them. Since the trilateral
treaty signed on November 9, 2020,
Azerbaijan holds more than 200 pris-
oners of war with no serious intent of
releasing them, and thus violating in-
ternational law.

Several reports have been re-
leased showing the war crimes com-
mitted by the Azerbaijani regime and
officers in regard to Armenian POWs
and civilians. These war crimes in-
clude granting of no quarter, despite
surrender; and arbitrary maiming and
executing (including beheadings) of
civilians and POWs, psychological and
physical torture of POWSs, and the
unnecessary destruction of civilian
property and cultural heritage sites.

The Armenian Council believes
that there is no alternative to this con-
flict other than a peaceful resolution.
Azerbaijani aggression must be de-
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Armenian Council Appoints
Communications Director in Armenia

YEREVAN - The Armenian
Council is pleased to welcome Hagop
Keuchkarian as its new Communica-
tions Director in Armenia.

“I am excited and esteemed to
join the Armenian Council’s team in
Armenia and looking forward to help
bridge the divide between the Diaspora
and our homeland, particularly as the
Council’s activities within Armenia and
Artsakh are set to further develop,”
said Keuchkarian. “Through the Ar-
menian Council, we will continue to
promote the Council’s vision and val-
ues, and continue to better serve the
Armenian Cause worldwide.”

“With Hagop’s dedication, activ-
ism, and experience in communica-
tions, we are confident that he will
further elevate the effectiveness of the
Armenian Council’s projects in Arme-
nia,” stated Armenian Council’s Ar-
menia Project Director Christine
Shahinian. “We are fortunate to have
the benefit of such a talented individual
and are excited to have him on board
given his commitment to the Armenian
Cause,” Shahinian added.

Keuchkarian has professional
experience working for various non-
governmental organizations in the

Middle East and has been featured on
various news outlets regarding current
affairs, specifically on issues relating
on Armenia, the Armenian Diaspora
and International Politics. His articles
have also been published in various
international periodicals. Prior to join-
ing the Armenian Council, Keuchkarian
worked as Philosophy, Civics, History
and Geography teacher at AEBU
Sahaguian Levon Meguerditchian Col-
lege — Lebanon. Keuchkarian earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Political and
Administrative Sciences from the Leba-
nese University.

Representatives Schiff and Pallone
Statements on the One-Year Anniversary of
the Six-Week War in Nagorno-Karabakh

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today,
Congressman Adam Schiff (D-
Burbank) issued the following state-
ment on the one-year anniversary of
the six-week war in Nagorno-
Karabakh:

“One year ago today, an autocrat
facing domestic discontent chose to
provoke war with a peaceful neighbor.
Over 44 days, Azerbaijani forces tar-
geted and murdered many innocent
civilians in Artsakh, and displaced tens
of thousands more. The war created a
mass humanitarian disaster and robbed
countless ethnic Armenian families at
home and abroad of their fathers and
mothers, brothers and sisters, sons
and daughters.

“Despite a ceasefire agreement,
Azerbaijani aggression against the
people of Artsakh and Armenia contin-
ues. Dozens of Armenian soldiers re-
main illegally detained and subject to
torture, while thousands of innocent
civilians still live in danger due to the
continued and unprovoked threats in
Nagorno-Karabakh.

“Now more than ever, we must
recommit ourselves to doing every-
thing possible to bring liberation and
peace to the region. We must continue
to demand Azerbaijan immediately and
unconditionally return all prisoners of
war and captured civilians. We must
continue to urge the Biden administra-
tion to withhold U.S. assistance from
the Aliyev regime and to reinvigorate

the peace process. And we must fur-
ther strengthen and support democ-
racy in Armenia and a free, indepen-
dent Artsakh.

Rep. Pallone: Will Continue to
Push For Aliyev And Erdogan to Be
Held Accountable For Deadly Actions

Congressman Frank Pallone
pledges to continue to push for
Azerbaijani President [Tham Aliyev and
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to be held accountable for
their deadly actions.

“Today marks the one-year anni-
versary of Azerbaijan and Turkey’s
unprovoked attack on Artsakh. The
world witnessed deadly targeting of
civilians and gruesome human rights
abuses during the six-week war that
followed,” Rep. Pallone said in a Twit-
ter post.

“World leaders refused to use
diplomatic tools to halt the blood-
shed, including targeted sanctions
against Aliyev and Erdogan. One year
later, these actions remain necessary
to prevent further destabilizing ef-
forts and ensure the return of Arme-
nians currently in Azeri custody,” he
added.

“I will continue to push for
Alieyev and Erdogan to be held ac-
countable for their deadly actions. I
will also continue pushing for mean-
ingful U.S. aid to Artsakh that will help
its people rebuild their homeland,” the
Congressman said.

nounced and thwarted by the interna-
tional community.

The Armenian Council also con-
tinues to be convinced that a tangible
and successful peace process requires

a direct dialogue with the people of
Artsakh with the full participation of
the Artsakh authorities, based upon
the internationally recognized princi-
pals of self-determination.
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New Academic Year and
the 7-th Birthday of UWC Dilijan

DILIJAN --UWC Dilijan marked
its 7th birthday on the day of the 30th
Anniversary of Armenian Indepen-
dence. It coincided with the UN Inter-
national Day of Peace and UWC Day
— an annual global celebration of the
UWC mission and values, which takes
place on 21 September every year.

UWC Dilijan held a number of
events for its community to mark the
day. The event started with planting a
special tree Crataegus gregorianii in
the school garden in the memory of a
friend and supporter of UWC Dilijan
Vartan Gregorian, who was President
of Carnegie Corporation of New York
until his passing in April. Crataegus
gregorianii, a new peculiar species,
was discovered by E. Gabrielian and
M. Sargsyan in the Aparan floristic
district of Armenia and was named
after Vartan Gregorian. UWC Dilijanis
proud to have the Vartan Gregorian
Learning Centre at the school’s Ili-
brary.

The school’s Community Cel-
ebration “Reimagine Tomorrow” went
with the participation of the UWC
Dilijan Founders Ruben Vardanyan and
Veronika Zonabend — you can have a
look at the recording of the gathering
via this link.

“After the school was built, one
of the most emotional moments for me
was when I first saw here, at UWC
Dilijan, the first cohort of students
from all over the world - 94 kids who
had the courage to dream. When we
walk around Dilijan today we can see
the impact done over the last years. I
believe that our students will become
ambassadors of our vision and ambas-
sadors of Armenia: they have passion,
patience and resilience to fulfill it, they
have big hearts and sympathy for other
people,” said Veronika Zonabend, Co-
Founder of UWC Dilijan and Chair of
the Board.

In the academic year 2021/22
UWC Dilijan has welcomed 220 stu-
dents from more than 80 countries;
the college’s teaching staff consists
of 36 teachers from 15 countries.
The total number of staff members
this year is 78 with 44 from Armenia.
Many students continue availing of
the opportunity to study at UWC
Dilijan thanks to the generous sup-
port of private donors, corporate
entities and organisations: 20% of
students are on a full scholarship,
60% of students - on a partial schol-
arship.

The academic performance of
the Class of 2021, whose education

was most disrupted by both the global
pandemic and the war in Armenia, was
the strongest in the college’s history.
The pass rate is 99.1%, almost a
quarter of students have 40+ points,
and the number of bilingual diplomas
has grown considerably.

Despite the pandemic our stu-
dents found a way to give back to the
community. During the summer Edik
Nazaryan, from Stepanavan, and
Andranik Galoyan, from the USA, with
the support of Stepanavan entertain-
ment and culture centre, organised a
two-week English and Math
programme in Stepanavan in the Lori
Province of Armenia. They said, “We
were delighted with the response we
got and the interest in the programme.
It was a rewarding experience for us
to share our knowledge with the kids
who, like ourselves, are thirsty for
knowledge.”

UWC Dilijan now has six gen-
erations of alumni — 620 graduates
from 105 countries. They continue to
give back to the UWCD community
with time, talent and treasure; 20% of
alumni volunteer, for example, at the
summer camp Just Dilijan It, with
projects of the Aurora Humanitarian
Initiative and as part of the school
activities.

“There is a common thread that
unites the vastly different experiences
that I had at UWC Dilijan: growth,”
says this year’s graduate Emilio Rosas
Gutierrez from Mexico. “l came to
Armenia with a firm conviction that,
regardless of the challenges I knew I
would face, I would take in all that our
host country had to offer. I pursued
this mission starting with my first
term, | encountered the hospitality of
the Armenian people and made lasting
friendships. In the end, we all saw our
efforts come to fruition. A year after
the pandemic hit, I received the news
of where I would be going after gradu-
ation. I was generously awarded the
Woodruff Scholarship from Emory
University in Atlanta, USA. It was the
challenges I faced at UWCD, and the
growth that resulted from them, which
positioned me as an example of the
type of person my scholarship is
awarded to.”

UWC Dilijan is the first interna-
tional boarding school of the UWC
education model in the region. The
college opened in 2014 in the Armenian
town of Dilijan and currently has 220
students enrolled from more than 80
countries and 36 academic staff mem-
bers from 15 countries.
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Seventeenth-Century Armenian Paintings
Return to Windsor Castle After 150 Years

LONDON — Visitors at Windsor
Castle will get to see two newly con-
served paintings by the mysterious
17th-century Armenian artist Marcos.
Windsor Express reports.

The paintings have been installed
in the King’s Dining Room at Windsor
Castle for the first time in 150 years.
They were last recorded within the
castle in the early 1870s.

Marcos is otherwise unknown
and it is not known how or when the
paintings arrived in England. They were
first recorded as hanging at Windsor
Castle in James II’s inventory in 1688,
and subsequently hung at Kensington
Palace and Hampton Court Palace.

The striking portraits underwent

s
a conservation work to remove yel-
lowed varnish.

The works of art show a member
of the military aristocracy and an un-
married woman from New Julfa, the
Armenian district of Isfahan, which
was the cosmopolitan capital of Persia
in the 17th century.

The figures are dressed in luxu-
rious fabrics including Persian silks,
which the Armenians of Isfahan
famously traded across the globe.
Both portraits include European
details, such as a Venetian wine
glass, a German clock and Dutch
flowers, signifying affluence
through access to luxury interna-
tional commodities.

“Bureaucrats of the Armenian Genocide:
The Mid-Level Perpetrators”
by Dr. Suren Manukyan

Dr. Suren Manukyan, Kazan Vis-
iting Professor in Armenian Studies at
Fresno State, will speak on “Bureau-
crats of the Armenian Genocide: The
Mid-Level Perpetrators” at 7:00PM
(Pacific time)/10:00PM (Eastern time)
on Friday, October 15, 2021. The
presentation is part of the Fall 2021
Lecture Series of the Armenian Stud-
ies Program and will be an online
presentation. Zoom registration is re-
quired.

This is the second of a three-part
series of presentations by Dr.
Manukyan on the Armenian Genocide.
His final presentation on “Ordinary
Killers of the Armenian Genocide: The
Lower-Level Perpetrators,” will be
given on Friday, November 12, 2021.

The second level of genocide
perpetrators encompasses structures,
which are directly involved in regulat-
ing the Genocide following the direc-
tives of top authorities, and ensuring
the implementation of those instruc-
tions. The role of the structures or the

state bureaucracy on this level was
remarkable. The local bureaucracy
would greatly precondition the nature
and the intensity of genocide. Local
elites could intensify or slow down the
dynamics of killings. Dr. Manukyan
will discuss these factors in his pre-
sentation.

Dr. Manukyan is the Head of the
UNESCO Chair on Prevention of Geno-
cide and Other Atrocity Crimes at
Yerevan State University and Head of
the Department of Comparative Geno-
cide Studies at the Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute (Yerevan). He is also
a Visiting lecturer at the American Uni-
versity of Armenia and has been a
Fulbright Scholar at the Center for the
Study of Genocide and Human Rights at
the Rutgers University of New Jersey.

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

Turkey's Erdogan Disappointed

Continued from page 1

with Russia,” he added.

Ties between the U.S. and Tur-
key have been frayed for several years.
They deteriorated further two years
ago when Ankara bought a Russian
missile defense system. The purchase
led to Turkey being kicked off the

U.S.-led F-35 stealth fighter aircraft
project and to U.S. sanctions against
leading Turkish defense industry offi-
cials.

Before leaving New York on
Thursday, Erdogan had raised the F-
35 issue with journalists, warning the
current course of U.S.-Turkey rela-
tions “does not bode well.”
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Eulogy - Takouhi Bozoyan (1931-2021)

Takouhi Bozoyan (nee Knabblian),
90, passed away peacefully, on Septem-
ber 12, 2021, surrounded by her loving
family at her beach home in Belmar, NJ.

Born in Syria, 1931, of Armenian
descent, both her parents passed away
when she was only 7 years old. Takouhi
lived between orphanages and relatives’
homes until the age of 16 when she met
and wed the late Yervant (Edward)
Bozoyan. They immigrated to the USA in
1953 with their children, settling in Union
City where she lived until her
passing. She sponsored many of her
relatives to come to America from over-
seas in search of the American dream during difficult times. Takouhi was a
stay-at-home mom, a homemaker who self-taught herself the English
language and at times cared for her working friend’s children. She was a
pillar of the community, a devoted parishioner of Holy Cross Armenian
Apostolic Church in Union City, where she was an honorary member of its
Women’s Guild. She read the bible on a daily basis, and was in the process
of reading it in its entirety for the fourth time. She was happiest spending
quality time with loved ones at the family beach house in Belmar, where there
was an open door policy as everyone was always welcome. She was
especially passionate about her cooking. She enjoyed doing so for her family
and friends, especially during the holidays, and for the annual Holy Cross
Armenian Church Bazaar, where she would spend days preparing the tradi-
tional Armenian foods and desserts, and would donate them all. Totally
committed to helping the church, other parishioners and friends. She worked
very hard, selflessly, in spite of her poor health, and gave away what she had
generously, to all. She was the model parishioner, who any priest would love
to have as a member of his church.

Devoted wife, loving mother to six children, adoring grandmother, great
grandmother, also survived by many nephews, nieces, and sister-in-
law, Yeretzgin/Diramayr Anahid Kalayjian.

Ns G £ EnyhG UhGwubw

5LLIL"I[ ﬁﬂwgu]i]# l}ulll”L/J[lll - —
ll[lp”Lulé' ulil&illuLnFﬂL[JﬁLilbbp;‘b bL -

fpuwimput i Uk
qbpll["L[;[lLililbp"L Llqu,ol}"Lm
fenpugruy  guembgne Fhlibbpp

uiwlnuzy.uilb[nn_il, lhuuiluu_n[nuFLup !
’7]:1[um4uJJ U‘[IﬂL[;liwiI /73 [1[1 Fmplil[mt)’wllmil llll!i] Zpgl.uiuu[[[ﬂl:
i,np l]bpnl_iul, Uzwl[nl_ﬂw![ﬁl U‘[IHL[JIFLUL 'lulpan[;[lLil

Grandma Takouhi Bozoyan

By Vince Iaquez (9-12-2012)

When I heard the news of your passing early this morning, I couldn’t
believe it. R.I.P Grandma 3/11/31 - 9/12/21

You are truly a fighter, a person who is so caring and loving, and of
course, a person who is so close to God. I'm glad I got to have a close
relationship with you. I enjoyed every second that I got to be with you. Even
in your final days you still managed to say “I love you so much”. That’s
something I will never forget, especially down in Belmar, where you were
most happy, seeing your grandkids and great-grandkids and spending time
with them. You were able to touch the hearts of anyone you met, because
that's the kind of person you were. If I had to describe you to anyone, it would
be like a "dove", because a "dove" is a bird that is a symbol of love, peace and
innocence . . . You had all 3 of these qualities. This is not a goodbye.

It’s a “see you later,” and of course, take good care of my personal
guardian angel. I can rest easy knowing you are with him watching over me
now.

Lastly to my loving sweet Grandma ~ you will always be my Queen !!!
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