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Pashinyan: Our Priorities Are Protecting
Armenia’s Sovereignty and the Rights of the
Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh

VILNIUS -- Protecting
Armenia’s sovereignty, territorial in-
tegrity, the rights of the Armenians of
Nagorno-Karabakh, including the right
to self-determination, is one of our
priorities, but we must know that we
are walking in a minefield in which we
must be extremely careful and cau-
tious, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan said at a meeting with rep-
resentatives of the Armenian commu-
nity of lithuania.

“That field has always been
mined, it is another thing that the den-
sity of mines is increasing, and we just

saw that last fall. Unfortunately, the
war had a difficult, even catastrophic
course for us, but Armenia, the Arme-
nians, the people of Artsakh show
exceptional resistance and that is very
important,” he added.

“We need to work hard to solve
the problems we face, and I see its
culmination as a necessity and impera-
tive to open an era of peaceful develop-
ment,” the Prime Minister said.

In this context, the Prime Minis-
ter noted that as before, he declares

Continued onpage3

Armenian-American Ardem Patapoutian
Awarded Nobel Prize in Medicine

STOCKHOLM — The 2021
Nobel Prize in physiology and medi-
cine has been awarded to David Julius
and Ardem Patapoutian for their dis-
coveries of receptors for temperature
and touch.

The two US-based scientists re-
ceived the accolade for describing the
mechanics of how humans perceive
hot, cold, touch and pressure through
nerve impulses.

Julius is a professor at the Uni-
versity of California, San Francisco.
Patapoutianis a professor atthe Howard
Hughes Medical Institute at Scripps
Research in La Jolla, California.

“Our ability to sense heat, cold
and touch is essential for survival and
underpins our interaction with the world
around us,” the Nobel Assembly said
in a statement announcing the prize.

The discoveries will be vital to
the development of treatments for
chronic pain and other conditions, said
Professor David Paterson, president
of The Physiological Society in the
United Kingdom.

“How we sense the temperature,
touch and movement are some of the
great questions for humanity,” Pater-

Continued onpage4

Pandora Papers Expose Secret Wealth,
Dealings of Aliyev and His Family

Azerbaijan’s ruling Aliyev family,
long accused of corruption
were, with close associates,
involved in property deals in the
UK worth over £400m

LONDON — A massive new leak
of financial documents has exposed
how the president of Azerbaijan, as
well as hundreds of other politicians
and billionaires around the world, are
linked with companies that use off-
shore tax havens to hide wealth.

The files from offshore compa-
nies, dubbed the Pandora Papers, in-
volve some 35 current and former
leaders and more than 300 officials.

The findings of an examination
of the files — the largest organized by
the International Consortium of Inves-
tigative Journalists (ICIJ) — were re-
leased on October 3.

The investigation found that the

family of Azerbaijan’s President [lham
Aliyev and their close associates have
secretly been involved in property deals
in Britain, almost entirely in London,
worth nearly $700 million, using off-
shore companies, according to the
Organized Crime and Corruption Re-
porting Project (OCCRP), which is
part of the ICIJ consortium.

Most of these properties were
purchased in cash.

The files show how the Aliyevs,
long accused of corruption in the South
Caucasus country, bought a total of 17
properties, the BBC reported.

Continued on page4

Armenian Government Acquires 25% of
Zangezur Cooper and Molybdenum Combine

YEREVAN — A Russian com-
pany has bought a majority stake in
Armenia’s largest mining enterprise
and immediately ceded part of it to the
Armenian government.

The GeoProMining group and the
government announced the deals in a
joint statement issued on Friday more
than two months after law-enforce-
ment officers raided the offices of the
Zangezur Copper-Molybdenum Com-
bine (ZCMC) in a crackdown prom-
ised by Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

The statement said a Geo-
ProMining subsidiary acquired 60
percent of ZCMC on Thursday and
then “granted” a quarter of that stake
to the Armenian government.

According to the decision, the

Office of the Prime Minister of Arme-
nia is designated as the authorized
body to manage the shares. The con-
clusion of the contract and state regis-
tration of property rights will be car-
ried out within 10 days. All related
costs will be covered by the donator,
according to the statement.

“The granted 25 percent of the
shares constitute 15 percent of the
equity of ZCMC that will consequently
belong to the Republic of Armenia,” it
said.

“We intend to expand coopera-
tion with the Government of Arme-
nia,” the GeoProMining owner, Rus-
sian billionaire Roman Trotsenko, was

Continued on page 4
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Iran, Armenia to Expand Strategic Relations

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Hossein Amirabdollahianunveiled
plans for anew road map leading to the
expansion of relations with Armenia at
the “strategic level,” Tasnim News
reports.

Speaking at a joint press confer-
ence with his Armenian counterpart
Ararat Mirzoyan, held in Tehran on
Monday, the Iranian foreign minister
said they have held good and con-
structive negotiations.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian met and held talks
with his Armenian counterpart Ararat
Mirzoyan on Monday in Tehran fol-
lowed by a joint press conference.

“Today we agreed to develop
cooperation in all areas of economy,
trade and tourism. Trade and operating
the Armenian transit route are among
the issues of mutual concern to both
countries,” the Iranian FM said during
the joint press conference.

“We have defined a process that
will become operational quickly to re-
vitalize the transit roads and the routes
of the two countries. In the coming
weeks, we will see more liveliness in
the relations between the two coun-
tries,” Amir-Abdollahian said.

“Our region and our northern
neighbors are in dire condition, par-
ticularly due to the presence of Zion-
ists and terrorists in parts of the re-
gion,” he added.

“We will not allow some foreign

states to affect Iran’s relations with its
neighbors, including Armenia. Our re-
gion will by no means tolerate new
excessive demands. The problems of
the region must be resolved by the
people of the region without any for-
eignintervention,” the Iranian FM also
noted.

The Armenian foreign minister,
for his part, appreciated Iran’s ap-
proach to the territorial integrity of
Armenia.

Mirzoyan said, “We had good
negotiations. A good future awaits us
in the negotiations that took place in an
atmosphere of friendship and mutual
trust. Our friendship has been long-
lasting going on for centuries. We
discussed and exchanged views on all
the developments in the region.”

“I briefed FM Amir-Abdollahian
about the developments regarding
Karabakh. Mercenaries from other
countries also took partin the Karabakh
war. Despite the fact that the Republic
of Azerbaijan was obliged to release
the citizens and prisoners in captivity,
it did not do so, and this must be done
as soon as possible.”

“We should have talks and dis-
cussions with the participation of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, Iran and Rus-
sia, and we emphasized the reopening
of communication routes in the region.
Armenia announces readiness to re-
open communication routes,” the Ar-
menian FM said.

Former Defense Minister Davit Tonoyan and
Arms Supplier Davit Galstyan Arrested on
Embezzlement Charges
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YEREVAN — The National Se-
curity Service (NSS) confirmed last
Thursday that it has arrested former
Defense Minister Davit Tonoyan in an
ongoing criminal investigation into sup-
plies of allegedly faulty ammunition to
Armenia’s armed forces.

In a statement, the NSS said that
Tonoyan and Davit Galstyan, an arms
dealer also arrested late on Wednes-
day, are accused of fraud and em-
bezzlement that cost the state almost
2.3 billion drams ($4.7 million).

Later in the day a court in
Yerevan allowed the NSS to hold
Tonoyan in detention pending investi-
gation. A lawyer for the former min-
ister said he denies the accusations
and will therefore appeal against the
decision.

“The criminal case contains plenty
of information that disproves the ac-

cusations,” Sergei Hovannisyan told
journalists.

Galstyan also protested his inno-
cence during a separate court hearing
on his pre-trial arrest.

Galstyan owns several firms that
have for years sold weapons and am-
munition to the Armenian military. He
was already arrested in February on
charges of supplying the military with
unusable artillery shells worth $1 mil-
lion. Armenia’s Court of Appeals re-
leased the businessman reputedly close
to Tonoyan from custody four months
later.

It was not immediately clear
whether or not Tonoyan, who served
as defense minister from 2018-2020,
will plead guilty to the accusations.

The NSS statement said that
criminal proceedings have also been
launched against other serving and

October 9, 2021

US President, Armenian Ambassador

Exchange Messages

TN T

WASHINGTON, DC -US Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Ambassador Lilit
Makunts have exchanged messages,
the Armenian Embassy in the US in-
forms.

Lilit Makunts was appointed as
Armenia’s Ambassador to the US in
August this year and was to present
credentials to President Biden.

“Taking into account the pan-
demic-related changes in the protocol
of accepting the credentials of the
ambassadors to the US, President Joe
Biden and the Ambassador Lilit Makunts
exchanged the messages in writing,”
the Embassy said.

Makunts was born in Yerevan,
on 7 November 1983. Between 1999
and 2003 she studied Romance and
Germanic Philology at Yerevan State
University from where she obtained a
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bachelor’s degree. In the same fac-
ulty, between 2003 and 2004, she re-
ceived amaster’s degree. Lilit Makunts
got a candidate degree in philological
sciences.

In 2005 she started teaching as
an associate professor in the Russian-
Armenian University, where she be-
came the head of the Department of
International Cooperation in February
2018. She also worked at the Peace
Corps from 2016 to 2018.

On 12 May 2018, on the proposal
of Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan,
President Armen Sarkissian appointed
Lilit Makunts Minister of Culture of
Armenia. In the 2018 parliamentary
election she was elected to parliament
for the Civil Contract party and was
elected leader of the My Step Alliance
parliamentary faction in January 2019.

NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian Resigns
Over Corruption Probe

SYDNEY — The premier of
Australia’s biggest state economy New
South Wales (NSW), Gladys
Berejiklian, resigned on Friday after a
corruption watchdog said it was in-
vestigating whether she was involved
in conduct that “constituted or in-
volved a breach of public trust”.

Berejiklian’s shock resignation
comes as the state, which has an
economy larger than Singapore, Thai-
land or Malaysia, battles the biggest
COVID-19 outbreak in the country
and is poised to begin ending months-
long lockdowns as Australia sets to
reopen international borders in No-
vember.

Berejiklian said the issues being
investigated were “historical matters”
but she felt compelled to resign be-
cause of the long time frames likely to
be involved in the investigation. She
also said the state needed certainty
overits leadership amid the coronavirus
pandemic.

“I state categorically I have al-
ways acted with the highest level of
integrity” she said at a news confer-
ence.

The NSW Independent Commis-
sion Against Corruption (ICAC)said in

a statement on its website that it will
hold further public hearings as part of
its ongoing investigation, Operation
Keppel, on Oct. 18.

That investigation has already
heard Berejiklian was once in a secret
relationship with a state legislator who
is the focus of its corruption investiga-
tion.

“My resignation as premier could
not occur at a worse time, but the
timing is completely outside of my
control, as the ICAC has chosen to
take this action during the most chal-
lenging weeks, the most challenging
times in the state’s history,” Berejiklian
said.

retired military officials as part of
“large-scale operational-investigative
measures” taken by its investigators.
It did not name those officials.

In what appears to be a related
development, the NSS also arrested
late last week the commander of
Armenia’s Air Force. It claimed that
the general abused his powers to ar-

range for personal gain a $4.7 million
contract for the supply of outdated
rockets to the armed forces.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
appointed Tonoyan was apponted de-
fense minister immediately after the
Velvet revolution in May-April 2018
thattoppled Armenia’s longtime leader,
Serzh Sarkisian.
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Armenian Embassy in DC Marks
30th Anniversary of Independence
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30th Anniversary of Armenia’s Independence
Celebrated in Fresno

WASHINGTON, DC— Tomark
the occasion of the Republic of
Armenia’s 30th Anniversary of Inde-
pendence, a reception was held at the
Armenian Embassy in Washington, DC
on September 30.

In attendance were Under Secre-
tary of State for Civilian Security De-
mocracy and Human Rights Uzra Zeya,
Congressman Frank Pallone, Con-
gresswoman Jackie Speier, State De-
partment officials, including officials
from various other agencies, ambas-
sadors accredited to the US, represen-
tatives of the diplomatic corps and
military attachés, representatives of
the Armenian Apostolic Church,
American-Armenian community lead-
ers and activists.

The event began with a moment
of silence paying tribute to the memo-
ries of the servicemen and civilians
who lost their lives in the second
Artsakh war.

In her speech Ambassador Lilit
Makunts, touched upon the challenges
Armenia has faced during the three
decades of independence, as well as
the achievements, underscoring
Armenia’s efforts in strengthening
democratic values during the past few
years.

Ambassador Makunts highlighted
the importance of the final settlement
of the Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh)

conflict in the framework of the OSCE
Minsk Group Co-Chairmanship, based
on the right to self-determination.

She also expressed her grati-
tude to the US for the mediatory
efforts towards the release of 15
Armenian POWSs earlier in June of
this year.

In her speech, the Ambassador
emphasized the importance of taking
steps towards deepening and expand-
ing bilateral relations within the frame-
work of Armenia-US strategic dia-
logue.

Under Secretary Zeya highlighted
the 44-day war, extending condolences
to the families of the victims and em-
phasizing the grave importance of the
release of current POWs and other
detainees. Zeya discussed the final
settlement of the Artsakh issue in the
framework of the OSCE Minsk Group
Co-Chairmanship. The Under Secre-
tary also touched upon the develop-
ment of democracy in Armenia, high-
lighting the achievements in recent
years.

Representatives Frank Pallone
and Jackie Speier, Co-Chairs of the
Congressional Caucus on Armenian
issues, spoke about the activation of
bilateral relations, the final settle-
ment of the Artsakh issue with an
emphasis on the interparliamentary
cooperation.

Armenian Singer, Songwriter Hayko Dies
Aged 48

YEREVAN —
Singer and songwriter,
Honored Artist of Ar-
menia Hayko (Hayk
Hakobyan) has died
aged 48. Chief of staff
of the Yerevan State
Medical University
Shushan Danielyan con-
firmed the news to Pub-
lic Radio of Armenia.

He had been in
grave condition since
September 21 after
contracting Covid-19.

In 2007 Hayko represented Ar-
menia at the Eurovision Song Contest
with the song Anytime You Need.

He has written music for a num-
ber of films including Do Not Be Afraid,
The Killed Dove, The Diary ofa Cross-
Stealer and others.

He was named Composer of the
Year in 2007, 2010 and 2011.

The Eurovision Song Contest has

offered condolences over the passing
of Armenian singer and composer
Hayko.

“We’re very sorry to hear of the
passing of Armenian artist Hayko.
Hayko represented his country at
Eurovision 2007 where he finished 8th
with his touching ballad ‘ Anytime You
Need’. Youwill always be in our heart,”
reads a post on Eurovision’s Twitter

page.

FRESNO — On September
20th, Consul General of Armenia
in Los Angeles Ambassador Armen
Baibourtian left for Fresno to par-
ticipate in the events dedicated to
the 30th anniversary of the inde-
pendence of the Republic of Arme-
nia.

In the morning of September
21st, Ambassador Baibourtian partici-
pated in the meeting of the Board of
Supervisors of the County of Fresno,
during which the Board adopted a proc-
lamation congratulating the Armenian
people on the anniversary of indepen-
dence. The event was opened with an
invocation delivered by His Grace
Bishop Torkom Donoyan, Prelate of
the Western Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America. Cler-
gymen present included Rev. Fr.
Yessayi Bedrossian as a representa-
tive for His Eminence Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian, Primate of the
Western Diocese of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of North America,
Very Rev. Fr. Ashod Khachadourian,
and the Honorary Consul of Armenia
in Fresno Berj Apkarian.

Atthe Board of Supervisors meet-
ing, Ambassador Baibourtian said in
his remarks: “It is symbolic that we
started the celebration of the 30th an-
niversary of the Independence of Ar-
menia in Fresno, which is the birth-
place of the Armenian community in
California and the entire U.S. West
Coast. In the second half of the 19th
century, Armenians began to settle in
Fresno, coming from Massachusetts
and from other States of the East
Coast. And this is where the Armenian

P

community started, with its traditions,
firm organizational structures, along
with its cultural and spiritual value
system”, said Consul General in his
remarks. Ambassador Baibourtian also
expressed his appreciation to the mem-
bers of the Fresno County Board of
Supervisors, who in the October of
last year adopted a resolution con-
demning the acts of violence against
Artsakh and Armenia.

On the same day, the participants
of the event visited the monumental
statue of the Armenian national epic
hero David of Sassoun, which is one
of the attractions of Fresno.

On September 21st, the Consul
General along with his wife Yvette
Baibourtian took part in the event
dedicated to the 30th anniversary of
the independence of Armenia, which
was organized by the Honorary Con-
sul of Armenia in Fresno Berj Apkarian.
The celebratory event was attended
by His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian, His Grace Bishop Torkom
Tonoyan, clergy, including clergy
from the Armenian Evangelical
Church, as well as numerous elected
officials from both California and
Fresno County, Consuls General of
several countries, and presidents of
well-known universities.

Ambassador Baibourtian and
Honorary Consul Berj Apkarian pre-
sented special Proclamations of Ap-
preciation to Congressman Jim Costa,
California State Senator Andreas
Borgeas, Fresno State University Presi-
dent Saul Jimenez-Sandoval, President
& CEO of Community Health System
Craig Castro.

Pashinyan: Our Priorities

Continued frompage 1

that he is ready to meet with the Presi-
dent of Azerbaijan, in particular, under
the auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group
Co-Chairs.

“Azerbaijan raises the issue of
maps of minefields posing a humani-
tarian threat. We have transferred some
of the maps. As I said yesterday, ahead
of that potential meeting, I am ready to
take with me all such maps, which
pose a humanitarian threat and have
nom limitary significance for us,” said
Prime Minister Pashinyan at a joint
press conference with Lithuanian Prime
Minister Ingrida Simonyte.

“I hope that the President of

Azerbaijan, in his turn, will bring with
him the captives, hostages and other
detainees held in Azerbaijan in a direct
or indirect sense. Moreover, in this
case we mean not only those whose
fact of captivity has been officially
confirmed, but also those of our citi-
zens who, according to our informa-
tion, are in Azerbaijan, but the fact of
their captivity has notbeen confirmed,”
the Prime Minister stated.

Implementing the agenda of
opening an era of peaceful develop-
ment is not an easy task, but on the
other hand, there is no alternative to
peace, Pm Pashinyan said, adding
that “we must step by step make that
agenda a reality.”
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Webinar on “Rouben Mamoulian:
An American-Armenian Theater Film
Director and Artist”

BELMONT -- NAASR, the Ar-
menian Film Foundation, and the
Ararat-Eskijian Museum will host a
work-in-progress presentation by Dr.
Milena Oganesyan marking the 124th
birth anniversary of American-Arme-
nian stage and screen director Rouben
Mamoulian, “Rouben Mamoulian: An
American-Armenian Theater and Film
Director and Artist,” on Friday, Octo-
ber§,at 1:00 pm (Eastern U.S.)/10:00
a.m. (Pacific).

Rouben Mamoulian (1897-1987)
was one of the most influential, yet
overlooked, American artistic vision-
aries of the 20th century. Mamoulian’s
revolutionary ideas and techniques
brought important contributions to the
early development of American musi-
cal theater and film. In his artistic
productions, the director combined
song, dance, dramatic action, dialogue,
and rhythm to create a stylistic unity.
In film, Mamoulian restored mobility
to the camera; introduced multi-track
sound recording and voice-over; rede-
fined close-ups, split-screens, and dis-
solves; and directed the first full-length
feature film shot in color, using the
new Technicolor process. This pre-

sentation will explore some of the life
experiences of Mamoulian and will
focus on the director’s Armenian heri-
tage as it relates to his art.

Milena Oganesyan, PhD, special-
izes in cultural heritage and identity
studies. Milena has presented in the
United States, Canada, Georgia, and
Armenia. She has taught internation-
ally and has consulted for governmen-
tal and non-profit organizations, in-
cluding the Smithsonian Institution and
the Armenian American Cultural Asso-
ciation, Inc., in the Washington, D.C.,
area. She is a recipient of numerous
awards and grants, including a re-
search grant from the Knights of
Vartan Fund for Armenian Studies and
the National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR) and
P.E.O.’s International Peace Scholar-
ship, among others. Milena has worked
as a translator; she speaks Armenian,
Russian, Georgian, and Turkish.

This program will be accessible
on Zoom (register at https://bit.ly/
NAASRMamoulian) or on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/c/
ArmenianStudies, where it will remain
available after the event.

Armenian Government Acquires

Continued from page 1

quoted as saying.

The statement gave no clear rea-
son for Trotsenko’s lavish donation to
the government. Nor it did specify
from whom the Russian company pur-
chased the majority stake in ZCMC.

The Armenian mining giant em-
ploying some 4,000 people is based in
Kajaran, a small town in southeastern
Syunik province. A German metals
group, Cronimet, officially owned 75
percent of its stock for many years.
The rest of the company belonged to
two obscure Armenian firms.

ZCMC’s ownership structure
changed significantly but remained
opaque after Cronimet reportedly sold
its controlling stake in 2019. A former
senior Russian government official,
Mikhail Zurabov, became one of its
new minority shareholders.

ZCMC was believed to be con-
trolled until recently by a group of
individuals that included former Syunik

Governor Vahe Hakobyan, a senior
member of the opposition Hayastan
alliance led by former President Rob-
ert Kocharyan.

Campaigning for the June 20 par-
liamentary elections, Pashinyan pledged
to crack down on ZCMC’s corrupt
shareholders and make sure that their
shares are returned to the people. He
accused the ZCMC management of
banning workers from attending his
campaign rally in Kajaran.

“The Zangezur Copper-Molyb-
denum Combine, you have crossed the
red line, which means that this blue
hammer will first smash your heads,”
the prime minister declared during that
rally. “Whatever you say, your fate is
sealed, you just quietly wait for your
verdict.”

In July, masked officers of
Armenia’s National Security Service
(NSS) repeatedly searched ZCMC’s
offices and detained thee company
executives. At least one of them re-
mains under arrest.
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“Bureaucrats of the Armenian Genocide:
The Mid-Level Perpetrators”
by Dt. Suren Manukyan

FRESNO — Dr. Suren
Manukyan, Kazan Visiting Professor
in Armenian Studies at Fresno State,
will speak on “Bureaucrats of the Ar-
menian Genocide: The Mid-Level Per-
petrators” at 7:00PM (Pacific time)/
10:00PM (Eastern time) on Friday,
October 15, 2021. The presentation is
part of the Fall 2021 Lecture Series of
the Armenian Studies Program and
will be an online presentation. Zoom
registration is required: https://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesmanukyan?.

This is the second of a three-part
series of presentations by Dr.
Manukyan on the Armenian Genocide.
His final presentation on “Ordinary
Killers of the Armenian Genocide: The
Lower-Level Perpetrators,” will be
given on Friday, November 12, 2021.

The second level of genocide
perpetrators encompasses structures,
which are directly involved in regulat-
ing the Genocide following the direc-
tives of top authorities, and ensuring
the implementation of those instruc-
tions. The role of the structures or the

state bureaucracy on this level was
remarkable. The local bureaucracy
would greatly precondition the nature
and the intensity of genocide. Local
elites could intensify or slow down the
dynamics of killings. Dr. Manukyan
will discuss these factors in his pre-
sentation.

Dr. Manukyan is the Head of the
UNESCO Chair on Prevention of Geno-
cide and Other Atrocity Crimes at
Yerevan State University and Head of
the Department of Comparative Geno-
cide Studies at the Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute (Yerevan). Heis also
a Visiting lecturer at the American
University of Armenia and has been a
Fulbright Scholar at the Center for the
Study of Genocide and Human Rights
at the Rutgers University of New Jer-
sey.

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

Pandora Papers Expose Aliyev and His Family

Continued from page 1

Aliyev’s son, Heydar, owned four
buildings in London’s Mayfair district
when he was just 11 years old.

A $44.7 million block was bought
by a front company owned by a family
friend of the president in 2009 and was
transferred one month later to Heydar.

Aliyev’s administration did not
respond to requests for comment on
the allegations, nor did members of his
family.

The publishing of the Pandora Pa-
pers comes five years after the explosive

Panama Papers investigation in 2016.

The ICJ obtained the trove of
nearly 12 million confidential files from
14 financial services companies in
countries such as the British Virgin
Islands, Panama, Belize, Cyprus, the
United Arab Emirates, Singapore, and
Switzerland that set up shell compa-
nies and other nooks for clients.

A team of more than 600 journal-
ists from 150 news outlets spent two
years sifting through them, tracking
down sources, and digging into court
files and other public records from
dozens of countries.

Armenian-American Ardem Patapoutian

Continued frompage 1

son said.

Thomas Perlmann, the secretary
general of the Nobel Assembly, said
the discovery “unlocks the secrets of
nature ... It explains at a molecular
level how these stimuli are converted
into nerve signals. It’s an important
and profound discovery.”

The starting point for the pair’s
groundbreaking discoveries was
Julius’ work with the humble chili
pepper — or more specifically, cap-
saicin, the pungent compound that
causes a burning sensation when we
eat the peppers.

Patapoutian was born in Beirut,

Lebanon, he earned his doctorate in
biology from the California Institute of
Technology in 1996 and joined the
Scripps Research faculty in 2000 after
completing a postdoctoral fellowship
at University of California, San Fran-
cisco.

In 2017, he was named to the
National Academy of Sciences. He has
received many other honors and awards
spanning two decades, including the
2019 Rosenstiel Award for Distin-
guished Work in Basic Medical Re-
search (also with David Julius). In
addition to his work at Scripps Re-
search, Patapoutian serves as an in-
vestigator atthe Howard Hughes Medi-
cal Institute.
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