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Armenia Accuses Azerbaijan of Ethnic
Hatred at UN International Court of Justice

THE HAGUE, Netherlands —
Armenia urged judges at United Na-
tions International Court of Justice
(ICJ) Thursday to order Azerbaijan to
release Armenians detained during a
six-week war last year and to stop
promoting ethnic hatred. Azerbaijan
urged judges to reject the requests as
the two nations faced off in a Hague
courtroom.

Armenianrepresentative Y eghishe
Kirakosyan made the requests as a
hearing opened at ICJ into a petition by
Armenia for judges to impose urgent
interim measures to prevent Azerbaijan
breaching an international convention
to stamp out ethnic discrimination.

“Azerbaijan captured, arbitrarily
detained and tortured many Armenian
servicemen and civilians and is now
continuing to destroy Armenian cul-
tural heritage and religious sites or
deny their being Armenian,” he said.

Among measures Armenia wants
the court to impose on Azerbaijan are
an order to release and repatriate pris-
oners of war and halt hate speech
aimed at Armenians.

Azerbaijan’s deputy foreign min-

ister, Elnur Mammadov, said
Armenia’s request “is defective, and
must be rejected.”

Kirakosyan said Armenia wasn’t
asking the court to rule on the root
causes of the war, but “seeks to pre-
vent and remedy the cycle of violence
and hatred perpetrated against ethnic
Armenians.”

Kirakosyan told the court that
despite the deal that ended last year’s
conflict, “Azerbaijan continues to es-
pouse and actively promote ethnic ha-
tred against Armenians.”

Azerbaijan also has filed a similar
case alleging discrimination against its
citizens by Armenia and also has re-
quested the world court to impose
interim measures. Hearings in the
Azerbaijan case are scheduled to start
next Monday.

Rulings on both requests will
likely be issued in coming weeks.
But both nations’ cases alleging
breaches of the International Con-
vention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination will
likely take years to reach their con-
clusion at the ICJ.

Armenia’s Former Interior Minister
Vano Siradeghyan Dies Aged 75

YEREVAN— Vano Siradeghyan,
a once powerful Armenian politician
and former government member, has
died at the age of 75 more than two
decades after fleeing the country to
avoid prosecution on murder charges
denied by him.

Siradeghyan’s death was an-
nounced by his wife and son in a short
statement issued at the weekend. They
did not specify its cause, reveal his last
place of residence or say whether they
want to bury him in Armenia.

Vano Siradeghyan was born on
November 13, 1946 in the village of
Koti.

He held several high-ranked po-
sitions in the 1990s. Between 1992 and
1996 he was Minister of Internal Af-
fairs and Mayor of Yerevan from 1996
to 1998.

A former novelist, Siradeghyan
was one of the leaders of a popular

movement for Armenia’s unification
with Nagorno-Karabakh that erupted
in 1988 and toppled the then Soviet
republic’s last Communist government
in 1990. He became one of the newly

Continued onpage4

Russia to Invest $1 Billion
in Armenia’s Economy

YEREVAN (Armradio) — Rus-
sia plans to invest $1 billion in the
Armenian economy in the near future,
Deputy Economic Development Min-
ister Dmitry Volvach said at a briefing
on Tuesday on the sidelines of the 8th
Armenian-Russian Interregional Fo-
rum, TASS reports.

“Our mutual trade is recovering
quite well, 17% growth was recorded
in 2021. This is despite the fact that it
fell by almost 4% in the pandemic
year. Our investment cooperation is
growing: there are more than $2.2
billion of jointly accumulated invest-
ments from Russia to Armenia. We
know that there are specific projects
to the tune of more than $1 bln, which
will soon go to the Armenian economy,”
he said.

According to Volvach, the in-
vestments will become a significant
contribution to the development of
economic, social, and cultural rela-
tions between Russia and Armenia. In
particular, they will contribute to the
creation of new high-tech jobs and
facilitate exchange in various areas of
the economy, culture, and infrastruc-

ture development.

“According to statistics, cur-
rently, Russian investments account
for 40% of foreign investments in the
Republic of Armenia. It seems to me
that it is quite logical at least to main-
tain this share. It is clear that there are
investments from other countries, from
other partners, but I hope that Russia
and Russia business will retain their
role and significance in the Armenian
economy,” he added.

In turn, Economic Development
Minister Maxim Reshetnikov confirmed
that in the coming years, Russian com-
panies are ready to invest about $1
billion in the Armenian economy. “Our
trade turnover has already exceeded
the pre-covid indicators, and Russian
companies are among the largest tax-
payers in Armenia,” he added.

The forum is sponsored by
Russia’s Economic Development Min-
istry and Ministry of Territorial Ad-
ministration and Infrastructure of Ar-
menia. Russian-Armenian interregional
forums have been held since 2011 to
expand cooperation between the re-
gions of the two states.

Sharing Common Geopolitical Interests
India and Armenia to Deepen Cooperation

YEREVAN — The foreign minis-
ters of Armenia and India pledged to
deepenrelations between the two coun-
tries sharing common geopolitical in-
terests after holding talks on Wednes-
day for the second time in a month.

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
said he and his Indian counterpart
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar reached
“concrete agreements” to that effect
during the talks held in Yerevan. He
also reaffirmed Armenia’s support for
India in its long-running dispute with
Pakistan and praised New Delhi’s
“principled” position on the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

Pakistan staunchly supports
Azerbaijan in that conflict, refusing to
not only establish diplomatic relations
with Armenia but also formally recog-
nize it. Islamabad underscored that

support during last year’s Armenian-
Azerbaijani war over Karabakh.

By contrast, India has backed
international efforts to settle the
Karabakh conflict spearheaded by the
United States, Russia and France. It
has also effectively sided with Arme-
niainan Armenian-Azerbaijani border
dispute that broke out in May this year.
In a statement issued at the time, the
Indian Foreign Ministry called on Baku
to “pull back forces immediately and
cease any further provocation.”

Mirzoyan recalled and hailed that
statement during his joint news con-
ference with Jaishankar. “For our part,
we reaffirm our position in terms of
supporting India on the Jammu and
Kashmir issue,” he said.

Continued on page4
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FM Mirzoyan Demands Unconditional
Release of All Armenian Captives
Held in Azerbaijan

Foreign Ministers of Armenia,
Russiaand Azerbaijan Ararat Mirzoyan,
Sergey Lavrov and Jeyhun Bayramov
had today ameeting in Minsk, Belarus.
The meeting was initiated by Russian
Foreign Minister Lavrov, the press
service of the Armenian Foreign Min-
istry reported.

It said the foreign ministers dis-
cussed a set of issues related to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, including
the implementation of the trilateral state-
ment of November 9, 2020.

Mirzoyan was said to have highly
appreciated the mediation efforts of
Russia aimed at ceasefire, and in the
context of ensuring the security of the
Armenians of Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh), he attached importance to
the presence of Russian peacekeepers
in Nagorno-Karabakh.

At the same time, the Armenian
Foreign Minister drew the attention of
the parties to the fact that some provi-
sions of the November 9 statement
have not yet been implemented, and in
this context he stressed the need for
the immediate and unconditional re-
lease of all Armenian prisoners of war
and other detained persons held in
Azerbaijan.

Speaking about the meeting with
Azerbaijani counterpart held in New
York with the mediation and participa-
tion of the OSCE Minsk Group co-

chairs, Mirzoyan reaffirmed that a
comprehensive and lasting settlement
of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
should be carried out under the aegis
of the OSCE Minsk Group co-chair-
manship and within the framework of
the international mandate given to this
format on the basis of principles and
elements known to the parties.

According to some sources, as
many as 188 Armenian prisoners of
war and civilians are still held in
Azerbaijan. So far, 105 citizens of
Armenia and 16 Azerbaijanis were re-
patriated. Some of the Armenian pris-
oners were returned to their homeland
through the efforts of the commander
of the Russian peacekeeping contin-
gent in Nagorno-Karabakh, some -
through the mediation of the EU, the
USA and Georgia.

Five More Armenian POWs
Returned From Azerbaijan

YEREVAN —Five more prison-
ers returned to Armenia from
Azerbaijan. They were taken to a mili-
tary hospital.

The Russian Ambassador to Ar-
menia Sergey Kopyrkin welcomed the
Russian Aerospace Forces aircraft that
landed at the Erebuni Airport in
Yerevan, the Russian Embassy in Ar-
menia informs.

Earliertoday, Azerbaijani sources
reported on the return of prisoners

from Baku , noting that they were
“convicted in Azerbaijan for minor
crimes”.

Thus, the number of prisoners
who returned from Azerbaijan reached
113, including both military personnel
and civilians.

In Baku, mainly Armenian re-
servist servicemen, captured near the
Karabakh village of Khtsaberd, after
the signing of a trilateral statement of
November 9, remain in custody.

Six Armenian Soldiers Wounded in
Azerbaijani Attack on Artsakh

STEPANAKERT —
Six Defense Army ser-
vicemen were wounded
in Azerbaijani attack on
Artsakh, two are in criti-
cal condition, Armenia’s
Human Rights defender
Arman Tatoyan informs.

“In the evening of
October 14, the
Azerbaijani armed forces
opened fire at the posi-
tions ofthe Defense Army
located in the eastern bor-
der section of the Republic of Artsakh,
as a result of which 6 Armenian ser-
vicemen have received gunshot
wounds. The Command of the Rus-
sian peacekeepingunitin Artsakh have
immediately been informed about the
incident”. Artsakh Defense Ministry
said in a statement.

The incident was registered in
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Nor Shen community of Artsakh, in
the immediate vicinity of which the
positions of the Azerbaijani armed
forces are located. Shots were fired in
the direction of several other civilian
settlements in the south of Artsakh,
the Ombudsman said.

“This is a direct result of the
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Prosecutor General of Iran:
Tehran Will Never Allow the Spread of
Terrorism Along It’s Borders

YEREVAN — Iran’s Prosecu-
tor-General Mohammad Jafar
Montazeri reaffirmed his country’s
readiness to expand relations with Ar-
meniaas he visited Yerevan on Wednes-
day amid continuing tensions between
Tehran and Baku.

This is the first visit of the Pros-
ecutor General of Iran to Armenia over
the past 8 years,. He arrived in Yerevan
at the invitation of Armenian Prosecu-
tor General Artur Davtyan

Montazeri met with Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan after discussing
with his Armenian counterpart Arme-
nian-Iranian cooperation in combat-
ting cross-border crime and extradi-
tion of dozens of Iranian nationals
jailed in Armenia on mostly drug-re-
lated charges.

Montazeri and Davtyan empha-
sized the importance of protecting the
region from international terrorism,
the need to exclude the presence of
terrorist groups in the region

Pashinyan hailed that coopera-
tion, saying that it is in tune with his
and Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi’s
intention to reinvigorate the broader
Armenian-Iranianrelationship. Accord-
ing an Armenian government state-
ment, he stressed the need for “new
impetus” to bilateral commercial ties.

“We are interested in developing
ties with Armenia to the benefit of our

9

countries,” the statement quoted
Montazeri as saying. Those ties allow
the two neighboring states to “jointly
confront the existing challenges in the
region,” he said.

The two men, the statement went
on, also touched upon “processes tak-
ing place in the region,” with Montazeri
saying that Iran will not tolerate the
spread of terrorism in its immediate
vicinity.

Montazeri thus echoed recent days’
statements by other Iranian officials ac-
cusing Azerbaijan of harboring Sunni
Muslim militants and Israeli security
personnel near the Iranian border.

Azerbaijani Troops Fire in the Direction of
Yeraskh Village

YEREVAN — Azerbaijani troops
deployed in Nakhichevan opened fire
in the direction of Yeraskh village in
the Ararat region of Armenia and the
Armenian military outposts located in
this area, the press service of the
Armenian Defense Ministry reported.

It said as a result, one of the
villagers’ shed and bales of grass burned
down. There were no casualties among
the Armenian soldiers and the civilian
population, it said.

Armenia’s Human Rights de-
fender Arman Tatoyan has condemned
the attacks.

“Theunruliness of the Azerbaijani
servicemen has reached such a level

that they set fire through intentional
shootings to 8000 stacks of grass
belonging to a resident of Yeraskh
community. The entire winter stock-
pile, which the citizen had collected to
feed his livestock, has been destroyed,”
the Ombudsman said in a Facebook
post.

“Taking into consideration that
the Azerbaijani positions are located in
the immediate vicinity of the village, it
is obvious to Azerbaijani servicemen
that their actions are harming the resi-
dents of the village, destroying their
property, violating their rights to life
and property, and disturbing their life
and peace.” Tatoyan said.

genocidal, fascist policy of the
Azerbaijani authorities. The pres-
ence of the Azerbaijani armed forces
in the vicinity of Armenian civilian
settlements is a serious threat to the
security and peace of the people, a
violation of their right to life..”
Arman Tatoyan said in a Facebook
post.

“Given that the positions of the
Artsakh Defense Army in the immedi-
ate vicinity of Nor Shen and other
communities protect the lives and safety
of civilians, it is clear that the
Azerbaijani armed forces are directly
responsible for their criminal actions,
that led to harm to the health of the
soldiers,” he added.
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The Devil’s Advocate: How Turkey Is
Seeking to Save Its Syrian Proxies

Note from the Editor: A number of terrorist factions mentioned in this
Op-Ed were also utilized by Turkey during the 45 day war in Artsakh (Nagorno
Karabakh) against the Armenian population.

BY ARMEN TIGRANAKERT

Turkey steadily unites its con-
trolled armed groups of the Syrian
National Army in a bid of exempting
them from responsibility for multiple
crimes committed against humanity.

On July 28, the U.S. Treasury
Department imposed sanctions on the
Turkish-backed faction Ahrar Al-
Sharqia, which committed the outra-
geous murder of the Syrian Kurdish
female politician Hevrin Khalafin 2019,
vowing to keep pursuing accountabil-
ity for perpetrators of human rights
violations in the country. The decision
was made at the initiative of the Biden-
led American administration, which
can hardly be considered as friendly
towards Turkey, seemingly making
Ankara worry for the fate of its allies
in northwestern Syria.

Clearlyrealizing a potential threat
of further sanctions, Ankara was quick
to take what can be called preventive
measures. Virtually after the secret
visit of the Turkish defense minister to
the Syrian border city of Azaz, five
armed groups of the SNA announced
on September 9 their full merger, form-
ing a new faction named the Syrian
Front for Liberation. It included the
Sultan Suleiman Shah Division, Hamza
Division, Al-Muatassim Brigade, Suqur
Al-Shimal Brigade and 20th Division.

The series of mergers continued
when the SNA joint operations room
Azm claimed that six groups, namely
Sultan Murad, North Brigades, 9th
Division, Muntasser Brigade, 112 Bri-
gade, Sham Revolutionnaries, agreed
on their complete unification under the
name of the Movement of
Revolutionnaries. The official state-
ment that was released on the occasion
of the establishment of the new move-
ment read that the true aim of this
move was to reduce the number of
groups operating as part of the Azm
coalition.

Nevertheless, it’s worth noting
that in both cases, armed factions
emphasized that they broke away from
their past names, flags, and emblems
in an obvious attempt to cover their
own traces and escape justice in a new
military formation which hasn’t spoiled
its reputation yet.

Many experts believe that the
situation on the ground will remain as

it was even after the groups were
transformed and rebranded. The armed
factions will apparently act in the same
way and under the command of the
same leaders who are responsible for
atrocities against civilian populations.
Except this will be under other names.

Such attempts taken by Ankara
to save its proxy forces in Syria can
undermine the efforts of the interna-
tional community to effectively inves-
tigate war crimes and bring perpetra-
tors to justice.

Even Salem Al-Meslet, the presi-
dent of the National Coalition for Syr-
ian Revolutionary and Opposition
Forces, surprisingly confirmed how
effective the impact of sanctioning
Ahrar Al-Sahrqia was to help reign in
the lawless pro-Kurdish groups. And
this is despite the fact that this body
was designed to support the Free Syr-
ian Army (currently the SNA).

In fact, Turkey had and has some-
thing to be worried about. Ahrar Al-
Sharqia constitutes one of the long list
of Turkish-affiliated Syrian factions
accused of extrajudicial killings,
kidnappings, torture of civilians, sei-
zure of private property, robberies,
and destruction of archeological sites.

The human rights organisations
reported that the list includes the most
of armed groups active in the north-
west of Syria, including Hamza, Sultan
Suleiman Shah, Sultan Murad Divi-
sions, etc.

The UN commission of Inquiry
on Syria documented a myriad of vio-
lations committed by the SNA factions
towards national minorities as Kurds,
Yazidis, Armenians, and others living
in Turkish-controlled areas of Syria.

Syrian armed groups are also
blamed for a huge number of enforced
disappearances of women. According
to the Missing Afrin Women Project,
more than 150 women and girls were
kidnapped at the hands of the SNA
fighters only in Afrin since 2018.

It’s no secret that Turkey aims to
finally join all opposition forces to-
gether, including jihadist organisations
like the Hay’at Tahrir Al-Sham in Idlib
province, under the aegis of its con-
trolled SNA. With this aim, the Turk-
ish leadership will try hard to hide loyal
criminals and bandits behind the SNA
and clear their reputation, using all
means, particularly disinformation
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Bipartisan Legislation to Stop Enablers of
International Corruption Introduced in Congress

WASHINGTON, DC - Repre-
sentatives Tom Malinowski (D-NJ),
Maria Elvira Salazar (R-FL), Steve
Cohen (D-TN), and Joe Wilson (R-
SC) introduced bipartisan legislation,
Establishing New Authorities for Busi-
ness Laundering and Enabling Risks to
Security (ENABLERS) Act, thatcloses
loopholes which kleptocrats from
around the world use to launder money
in the United States.

As highlighted in the Pandora
Papers, dictators, criminals, and ter-
rorists continue to make the United
States a destination of choice for hid-
ing illicitly acquired wealth. Because
US laws require financial institutions
to report suspicious transactions, cor-
rupt actors increasingly rely on other
enablers not obligated to conduct such
duediligence, including law and public
relations firms, investment and real
estate advisors, and art dealers, to
secure their wealth and disguise its
origins, through shell companies,
trusts, and other investment vehicles.

The ENABLERS Act would im-
pose stronger due diligence require-
ments on such U.S.-based middlemen,
to ensure that the United States never
again facilitates the corruption and
dictatorship we claim to oppose by
giving kleptocrats and criminals a safe
haven for the money they steal from
their people. In turn, it would protect
Americans from inflated real estate
prices, job loss, human trafficking,
and influence peddling.

“If we make banks report dirty
money but allow law, real estate, and
accounting firms to look the other
way, that creates a loophole that crooks
and kleptocrats can sail a yacht
through,” said Representative
Malinowski. “Our bill closes that loop-
hole and encourages the administra-
tion to move in the same direction.”

The Pandora Papers revealed that
Azerbaijan’s dictator [lham Aliyev, his
family and their close associates have
secretly beeninvolved in property deals
in Britain, almost entirely in London,
worth nearly $700 million, using off-
shore companies, according to the
Organized Crime and Corruption Re-
porting Project (OCCRP), which is
part of the ICIJ consortium.

Most of these properties were

purchased in cash. The files show
how the Aliyevs, long accused of cor-
ruption in the South Caucasus coun-
try, bought a total of 17 properties, the
BBC reported.

Funds linked to Azerbaijan’s bru-
tal ruling family followed a well-estab-
lished pattern: anonymous shell com-
panies, anonymous real estate pur-
chases, and British legal professionals
helping move the process along—all of
it perfectly legal.

Aliyev’s son, Heydar, owned four
buildings in London’s Mayfair district
when he was just 11 years old.

A $44.7 million block was bought
by a front company owned by a family
friend of the president in 2009 and was
transferred one month later to Heydar.

The latest revelations of the
kleptocratic Aliyev clan are notunique,
rather the Pandora Papers reinforce a
long held belief among diplomats that
the Aliyev’s use their countries wealth
to sugarcoat and influence corrupt
western politicians in enabling the Azeri
regimes’ war crimes and human rights
abuses.

From 2012 to 2014, even as the
Azerbaijani government arrested ac-
tivists and journalists wholesale, mem-
bers of the country’s ruling elite were
using a secret slush fund (dubbed
Azerbaijani Laundromat) to pay off
European politicians, buy luxury goods,
launder money, and otherwise benefit
themselves.

Meanwhile, at least three Euro-
pean politicians, a journalist who wrote
stories friendly to the regime, and busi-
nessmen who praised the government
were among the recipients of
Azerbaijani Laundromat money. In
some cases, these prominent individu-
als were able to mobilize important
international organizations, such as
UNESCO and the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe, to
score PR victories for the regime.

Representatives Malinowski,
Salazar, Cohen, and Wilson are found-
ing members of the Caucus Against
Foreign Corruption and Kleptocracy, a
bipartisan grouping of members of
Congress that recently led the suc-
cessfully passage of several pieces of
anti-corruption legislation into the
House’s national defense bill.

campaigns as it was on the second
anniversary of Hevrin Khalaf’s killing.
The pro-opposition accounts and me-
dia outlets published false information
about the US plans to lift sanctions
from Ahrar Al-Sharqia over a lack of

evidence.

Although Ankara positions its
politics towards Syria as supportive of
freedom and the true opposition in

Continued on page4
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Event Dedicated to 30th Anniversary of the
Independence of Armenia Held in Las Vegas

LAS VEGAS — On October 3rd,
Consul General of Armenia in Los
Angeles Ambassador Armen
Baibourtian along with his wife Yvette
Baibourtian, took part in the event
dedicated to the 30th anniversary of
the independence of Armenia. The event
was organized by the Honorary Consul
of Armenia in Las Vegas Adroushan
Andy Armenian, under the auspices of
the Consulate General of Armenia in
Los Angeles. The event took place in
Arturo Rando Hall at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. The anniversary
celebration had a cultural program en-
titled “Our Youth, Our Future”, orga-
nized by the Armenian Student Asso-
ciation of the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas.

During the event, US Congress-
woman from Nevada Susie Lee gave a
speech reaffirming her continued sup-
port for the Armenian community of
Las Vegas.

Consul General in LA Ambassa-
dor Armen Baibourtian expressed his
appreciation to the Honorary Consul of
Armenia Adroushan Andy Armenian
and the Armenian Student Association
of UNLV for organizing the event.
Ambassador Baibourtian emphasized
the importance of the presence of the
Primate, His Eminence Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian and the Prelate, His
Grace Bishop Torkom Donoyan at the

event dedicated to the 30th anniver-
sary of Armenia’s independence.

In his speech, the Consul Gen-
eral spoke about the renowned Arme-
nian-American philanthropist Kirk
Kerkorian as a national hero of the
Republic of Armenia. He mentioned
that Kerkorian made Las Vegas glo-
bally recognizable to all Armenians,
having an invaluable role in supporting
the ancestral Homeland.

Ambassador Baibourtian also
highly appreciated the role of the
Yemenidjian family living in Las Ve-
gas. They recently donated $10 million
dollars with the aim to open TUMO
centers in the provinces of Armenia.
The program, which will cost a total of
$50 million dollars, envisages opening
Tumo centers in Vanadzor, Kapan,
Koghb and in various other cities. Tumo
creative technology center is foreseen
as a free educational facility for teen-
agers and youth, specializing in design
and technology. Ambassador Armen
Baibourtian underlined that the men-
tioned philanthropic family’s valuable
contribution constitutes a continua-
tion of the established tradition of be-
nevolence that was initiated and shaped
in Las Vegas by Kirk Kerkorian.

The humanitarian assistance of
the Las Vegas Armenian community to
the Homeland during the 44-day war in
Artsakh was also highlighted.

Sharing Common Geopolitical Interests

Continued frompage 1

Mirzoyan stressed that forging
closer ties with India is one of
Armenia’s foreign policy priorities.
“We need to take joint steps to elevate
ourrelations in the political, economic,
military and cultural fields to a new
level,” he said.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
echoed that statement when he met
with Jaishankar later in the day.

“We not only express readiness
but also have concrete ideas and pro-
posals regarding what we should co-
operate [with India] on,” he said.

Jaishankar, who is the first In-
dian foreign minister to ever visit Ar-
menia, told reporters that he and
Mirzoyan approved a “roadmap for
future cooperation and mutual visits at
different levels.” He singled out closer
economic ties between the two nations
whose bilateral trade was worth only
$128 million last year.

In that regard, both ministers,

who previously met in Tajikistan on
September 16, stressed the impor-
tance of establishing an Armenian-
Indian transport link passing through
Iran and its Chabahar cargo port in
particular.

India has built and operates two
terminals at the Gulf of Oman port to
bypass Pakistan in cargo traffic with
Iran, Afghanistan and central Asian
countries.

New Delhi has also proposed
Chabahar’s inclusion in the Interna-
tional North-South Transport Corri-
dor (INSTC) project initiated by Rus-
sia, Iran and India in 2000. The project
envisages a 7,200-kilometer-long net-
work of maritime and terrestrial routes
stretching from Mumbai to Moscow.

Mirzoyan said the Iranian port
could be used for cargo shipments to
not only Armenia but also neighboring
Georgia and further north, to Russia
and even Europe. He said Armenia and
Iran are planning to sign an agreement
on such freight transport.
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“The Armenians of Aintab: The Economics
of Genocide in an Ottoman Province”

by Dr. Umit Kurt

FRESNO — Dr. Umit Kurt, a
Polonsky Fellow at the Van Leer Insti-
tute in Jerusalem, will speak on “The
Armenians of Aintab: The Economics
of Genocide in an Ottoman Province”
at 10:00AM (Pacific time)/1:00PM
(Eastern time) on Saturday, October
30, 2021. The presentation is part of
the Fall 2021 Lecture Series of the
Armenian Studies Program. The lec-
ture is based on the publication of his
new book, The Armenians of Aintab:
The Economics of Genocide in an
Ottoman Province (Harvard Univer-
sity Press, 2021).

Umit Kurt, born and raised in
Gaziantep, Turkey, was astonished to
learn that his hometown, called Aintab
by the Ottomans, once had a large
Armenian community. The Armenian
presence had not only been destroyed—
it had been replaced. Gaziantep was a
typical Turkish city. Kurt provides an
invaluable account of Genocide at
ground level by digging into the details
of'the Armenian dispossession, exam-
ining, in particular, the population that
gained from ethnic cleansing. Records
demonstrate how much new wealth
became available when the prosperous
Armenians were ejected. Kurt shows
that the prospect of material gain was
a key motivator of support for the
genocide. Those who benefited most
then financed the nationalist move-
ment that brought the modern Turkish
republic into being. The economic elite

of Aintab was thus reconstituted along
both ethnic and political lines.

Umit Kurtis a historian of the late
Ottoman Empire with a particular fo-
cus on the transformations of the im-
perial structures and their role in con-
stituting the republican regime. He re-
ceived his Ph.D. from Clark University
in 2016. Since then, he has held a
number of postdoctoral positions in
the Center for Middle Eastern Studies
at Harvard University and the Arme-
nian Studies Program at California State
University, Fresno. Currently, he is a
Research Fellow at Polonsky Acad-
emy in the Van Leer Jerusalem Insti-
tute and teaches in the department of
Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies at
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
He is the author of Antep 1915: Geno-
cide and Perpetrators (2018), co-au-
thor of The Spirit of the Laws: The
Plunder of Wealth in the Armenian
Genocide (2015) and editor of Arme-
nians and Kurds in Late Ottoman Em-
pire (2020). He is the winner of the
2021 Discovery Early Career Research
Award given by the Australian Re-
search Council.

Zoom Registration Link: https://
bit.ly/armenianstudieskurt

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

Armenia’s Former Interior Minister

Continued frompage 1

independent country’s most powerful
men when serving as interior minister
in the administration of its first Presi-
dent Levon Ter-Petrosyan from 1992-
1996.

After President Levon Ter-
Petrosyan’s resignation in February
1998, criminal charges were filed
against him. Siradeghyan disappeared
in April 2000, and had

In a weekend statement, Ter-
Petrosyan’s Armenian National Con-

gress (HAK) party, paid tribute to
Siradeghyan, saying that as interior
minister he managed to quickly “root
out crime” and maintain “internal sta-
bility and law and order” and thus
contributed to the Armenian victory in
the 1991-1994 war in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

The HAK also deplored the
“trumped-up” charges brought against
him during Kocharian’s rule and urged
the current Armenian authorities to
allow Siradeghyan’s family to bury
him atthe National Pantheon in Yerevan.

The Devil’s Advocate

Continued from page 3

Syria, such maneuvers have nothing to
do with the goals it announced.
In turn, Europe and the United

States should take into account in their
diplomacy towards Syria, that the
murderous opposition forces are there-
fore doomed to failure and have no
chance of survival in a long run.
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