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PM Pashinyan Chairing CSTO Session:
“Not Long Ago, We Ourselves Encountered
Foreign Terrorists in Our Region.”

YEREVAN — An extraordinary
session of the CSTO Collective Secu-
rity Council chaired by the Chairman
ofthe CSTO Collective Security Coun-
cil, Prime Minister of the Republic of
Armenia Nikol Pashinyan took place
on Monday, the agenda of which in-
cluded the issue “On the situation in
the Republic of Kazakhstan and mea-
sures to resolve it.”

PM Pashinyan expressed hope
that troops sent by Russia, Armenia
and other members of the Collective
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO)
will help Kazakhstan end domestic
unrest as he chaired the virtual sum-
mit.

“We hope that the efforts within
the framework of the CSTO aimed at
assisting friendly Kazakhstan will help
restore the country’s normal life in the
shortest possible time,” Pashinyan told
the emergency video conference.

“The purposefulness of our ac-
tions towards the earliest possible sta-
bilization of the situation and the return

of the country to normal life is obvi-
ous,” he said. “This is a critical mo-
ment for ensuring basic living condi-
tions for citizens and the security of
strategically important facilities.”
“We continue to face new types
of threats. The situation in the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan is of particular con-
cern to us in terms of receiving infor-
mation on the involvement of interna-
tional terrorist organizations. Not long
ago, we ourselves encountered for-
eign terrorists in our region.” Pashinyan
said referring to the participation of
terrorist group on the Azerbaijani side
during 44-day Artsakh war in 2020.
Cities throughout Kazakhstan
have been struck by protests that ini-
tially erupted in the western region of
Mangystau on January 2 over the dou-
bling in the price of subsidized lique-
fied petroleum gas (LPG). Kazakh
President Qasym-Zhomart Toqaev
asked the CSTO for urgent interven-

Continued on page 2

Two Armenian Soldiers Killed Two Others
Wounded on the Border with Azerbaijan

YEREVAN — Two Armenian
soldiers were killed in heavy fighting
that broke out on Armenia’s border
with Azerbaijan on Tuesday.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
said Azerbaijani forces opened fire late
in the afternoon at its positions in
Armenia’s Gegharkunik province bor-
dering the Kelbajar district west of
Nagorno-Karabakh. The positions
were shelled and attacked with combat
drones later in the day, the ministry
said in a statement.

“The Armenian side took propor-
tionate actions,” it said. “The exchange
of gunfire was continuing as of 6 p.m.
[local time.]”

Two Armenian soldiers, Artur
Mkhitarian and Rudik Gharibian, were
killed and two others wounded in the
fighting, the ministry said in another
statement released later in the evening.

It said the situation on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border is now “relatively
stable.”

Azerbaijan’s Defense Ministry
reported, meanwhile, that Armenian
troops shot and killed an Azerbaijani
soldier at a Kelbajar section of the
border.

A local official in Gegharkunik
reported an exchange of gunfire in the
same border area on Saturday. The
Armenian military did not officially
confirm that information.

Tensions in the area have run
high since Azerbaijani forces advanced
a few kilometers into Armenian terri-
tory last May. Yerevan has repeatedly
demanded their withdrawal. Baku main-
tains that its troops took up positions
on the Azerbaijani side of the frontier.

Continued on page 3

Western USA Armenian Parties Issue New

Year Statement

On the evening of December 17, 2021, at the SDHP Glendale office,
representatives of the SDHP, ARF, and ADL Western United States held a
two-hour meeting to discuss issues of concern to the community and nation.
The meeting was attended by Vazken Khodanian (Chairman), Mihran
Khachadourian, and Vartan Keuroghlian from the SDHP. Participating from
the ARF were Daron Der Khachadourian (Chairman), Zareh Adjemian, and
Karekin Khanjian. Participating from the ADL were Dr. Raffi Balian (Chair-
man), Garo Kupelian, and Kevork Krikorian.

Special emphasis was placed on the imperative to pursue the cause of our
nation with an unwavering will. The need to further intensify the search and
implementation of solutions to the Armenian identity of the 3rd and 4th
generations after the Genocide was also discussed in this context. It was
decided to have a joint effort via community structures (AGC, UACLA) in

parties.

January 9, 2022

organizing the April 2022 commemorations.

The issues of promoting the community’s national identity and involving
the youth were also on the agenda. It was also planned to advance other
community interests through regular joint trilateral meetings of the three

On this occasion, we extend our best wishes to our compatriots in the
Western United States for the New Year and Christmas. Wishes for health,
success and determination for the realization of our national aspirations.

SDHP Western Region Executive Board
ARF Western USA Central Committee
ADL Western United States Regional Board

Sevan Nishanyan: For the First Time, I Felt
That a State Was Standing Behind Me
He Must Leave Greece Within 15 Days

ATHENS — A Greek court has
ordered the release of Istanbul-Arme-
nian writer Sevan Nishanyan on the
condition that he will leave the country
within two weeks, the Armenian Em-
bassy in Athens said Friday.

Nishanyan, who escaped from a
Turkish prisonin 2017 and took refuge
in Greece, faced extradition to Turkey
after Greek local authorities refused to
extend Nishanyan’s residency permit
on December 29.

Nishanyan was later arrested on
the grounds that his residence permit
had expired and that he was in Greece
illegally.

The Armenian Embassy said in a
statement on Facebook that an admin-
istrative court had “announced a deci-
sion according to which Sevan
Nishanyan will be released today.”

“According to the decision, he is
obliged to leave Greece voluntarily
within 15 days. As Sevan Nishanyan is
an Armenian citizen, he can leave for
Armenia if he wishes,” it added.

In a Facebook post today,
Nishanyan wrote, “I have been re-
leased from custody after eight days in
jail. Great thanks to everyone who sent
their love and encouragement during

RTH

%

these difficult days.”

Nishanyan thanked the Embassy
of Armenia in Greece and Ambassador
Tigran Mkrtchyan for their efforts to
ensure his release

“The Embassy of Armenia and
especially the ambassador Mr. Tigran
Mgrdichian made an incredible effort
to save me, he tried day and night, he
did not leave (My wife) Ira alone for a
moment. For the first time in my life,
I felt that a state stood behind me

Continued on page3
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Armenia and United States Celebrate 30th
Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations

YERVAN (Armrdaio) -- 30 years
ago, on January 7, 1992 Armenia and
the United States formally established
diplomatic relations, following Presi-
dent George Bush’s recognition of the
Republic of Armenia two weeks ear-
lier, in a historic address to the nation
on December 25, 1991.

In his speech, President Bush
talked about the collapse of the Soviet
Union, the establishment of the Com-
monwealth of Independent States, and
recognized the independence of a num-
ber of former Soviet Republics, in-
cluding Armenia.

US-Armenian relations go back
much further. During the brief period
of Armenia’s independence in 1918-
1920, the United States recognized the
independence of the Armenian Repub-
lic on April 23, 1920, when Secretary
of State Bainbridge Colby delivered a
note to the Representative of the Ar-
menian Republic (Pasdermadjian) in
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Washington, informing him of Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson’s decision.

The note specified that this rec-
ognition “in no way predetermines the
territorial frontiers, which...are mat-
ters for later delimitation.”

The territory expected to com-
pose the independent Armenian Re-
public previously had been under the
sovereignty of the Ottoman and Rus-
sian Empires. At the request of the
Paris Peace Conference’s Supreme
Council of the Allied Powers, Presi-
dent Wilson arbitrated the boundary to
be set between Armenia and Turkey,
and submitted his determinations to
the Supreme Council on November
22, 1920.

By the end of 1920 the Arme-
nian Republic had ceased to exist as
an independent state and the Arme-
nian Soviet Republic was esablished,
which subsequently joined the Soviet
Union.

Vagharshak Harutyunyan Appointed
Armenia’s Ambassador to Russia

YEREVAN — Armenian Presi-
dent Armen Sarkissian signed a decree
on Wednesday recalling Vardan
Toganyan from the post of Ambassa-
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
to Russia.

By another decree, he appointed
Vagharshak Harutyunyan to the post.

Vagharshak Harutyunyan was
relieved of his post of acting defense
minister on July 20, 2021. He had
served as defense minister since No-
vember 20, 2020.Vagharshak
Harutyunyan was appointed chief ad-
visor to the prime minister on August
18, 2020. He had served as Armenia’s
defense minister in 1999-2000.

In August 2019, the Armenian
president revoked the 2002 decree of
the second president Robert Kocharyan
on stripping Harutyunyan of his mili-

tary rank of Lieutenant General.

Vardan Toganyan was appointed
as Armenia’s ambassador to the Rus-
sian Federation in March 2017, suc-
ceeding Oleg Yesayan.

PM Pashinyan Chairing CSTO Session
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tion on January 5 as mobs stormed
government buildings and looted busi-
nesses in his country’s largest city,
Almaty.

The military bloc responded by
sending more than 2,000 mostly Rus-
sian peacekeeping troops. They are
understood to have been deployed in
and around Almaty.

Speaking at the CSTO summit,

Toqaev said calm has returned to
Kazakhstan after days of violence de-
scribed by him as “terrorist aggres-
sion” and “attempted a coup d’ectat.”

Putin likewise claimed that “ter-
rorists” are using social media net-
works to bring people out into the
streets of Kazakhstan as a cover for
their attacks. CSTO troops will stymie
any attempts by external forces to
topple governments within the alli-
ance, he said.
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Armenia Sends 100 Peacekeepers
to Kazakhstan

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Defense
Ministry said on Friday thatithas sent 100
soldiers to Kazakhstan as part of a Rus-
sian-led “peacekeeping” operation de-
signed to help the Central Asian country’s
government quell angry protests sparked
by a sharp rise in fuel prices.

“During the mission, the peace-
keeping unit of the Armenian Armed
Forces will solely perform the func-
tions of protecting strategically impor-
tant buildings and infrastructure,” it
said in a statement.

The ministry released photo-
graphs of Armenian troops boarding a
military transport plane bound for
Kazakhstan. It did not say whether
they will be deployed in Almaty, the
country’s largest city and the epicen-
ter of unprecedented unrest that began
five days ago.

The troops are part of a 2,500-
strong military contingent deployed by
Russia and four other former Soviet
republics making up the Russian-led
Collective Security Treaty Organiza-
tion (CSTO).

Kazakh President Qasym-

Zhomart Toqaev asked the military
alliance for urgent intervention on
Wednesday as mobs stormed govern-
ment buildings, setting some of them
on fire, and looted businesses.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
of Armenia, the current holder of the
CSTO’s rotating presidency, an-
nounced hours later that the bloc will
send troops to help “stabilize and nor-
malize the situation” in Kazakhstan.

Pashinyan spoke with Russian
President Vladimir Putin by phone on
Friday. His office said they discussed
the situation in Kazakhstan and “joint
steps taken within the framework of
the CSTO.”

Toqaev declared, meanwhile, that
order has been "basically" restored in
the country. But he said Kazakh secu-
rity forces will continue
"counterterrorist" operations.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Vahan Hunanian, said on
Friday that Yerevan has no plans yet to
evacuate Armenian citizens from
Kazakhstan. None of them has been
injured in the continuing unrest, he said.

Poet Razmik Davoyan Dies Aged 81

YEREVAN -- Armenian poet
Razmik Davoyan died in Yerevan on
Tuesday at the age of 81.

Razmik Davoyan, was born in
1940 in Mets Parni, Spitak, Armenia.
At the age of nine he moved to
Leninakan with his family where he
graduated from high school and from
the local Medical College in 1958. In
1959 he moved to Yerevan to study
Philology and History at the State
Pedagogic University and graduated in
1964. During his student years he
worked as proof reader for the “Liter-
ary Weekly” and as a member of the
founding editorial board of “Science
and Technology” monthly, editing the
Life Sciences and Medical section.
From 1965 to 1970 he was editor of
the poetry and prose section of the
“Literary Weekly.”

From 1970 to 1975 he worked as
senior adviser at the Committee for
Cultural Relations with the Diaspora.
From 1975 to 1990 he worked as
Secretary of the Central Committee
for Armenia’s State Prizes. In 1989 he
was appointed Deputy Chairman of
the Parliamentary Commission for the
Earthquake Struck Disaster Area. In
1994 he became the first elected presi-
dent of the Writers’ Union of Armenia.
From 1999 to 2003 he served as Ad-

viser (on cultural and educational is-
sues) to the President of the Republic
of Armenia.

His first poem was published in
1957 in the Leninakan Daily “Worker.”
He has since published well over thirty
volumes in Armenian, Russian, Czech
and English. His works were widely
translated all over the Soviet Union and
published in countless Literary Maga-
zines and Journals. Selections of po-
ems have also been translated and
published in literary periodicals in Italy,
France, Syria, former Yugoslavia, Iran,
China and USA.
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First Omicron Cases Detected in Armenia
Armenian Government to Introduce Mandatory
Coronavirus Health Pass
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YEREVAN— Health authorities in
Armenia reported over the weekend the
first two cases of the highly contagious
Omicron variant of the coronavirus.

The Ministry of Health said two
persons tested positive for the variant
after arriving in the country from abroad.

“The patients’ condition is satis-
factory,” the ministry said in a state-
ment. “They were not hospitalized. They
both are receiving treatment at home.”

The Omicron cases were detected
after two months of a steady decline in
coronavirus cases and deaths in Arme-
nia.

Armenian health authorities have
reported between 100 and 150 cases a
day for the last two weeks, sharply
down from over 2,000 daily cases re-
corded in late October.

Only two Armenians died from
COVID-19 on Tuesday, according to
the Ministry of Health. A record 62
deaths caused by the disease were reg-
istered on November 2.

This downward trend has con-
trasted sharply with Omicron-driven
spikes in COVID-19 infections in Eu-
rope and the United States.

Announcing Omicron’s officially

confirmed entry into Armenia, the Min-
istry of Health again called on unvacci-
nated citizens to get inoculated against
the coronavirus.

Ministry data shows that only about
740,500 people making up roughly a
quarter of the country’s population were
fully vaccinated as of Sunday. More
than 212,000 others received only the
first dose of a vaccine.

The vaccination process acceler-
ated after the government began requir-
ing on October 1 virtually all workers to
get inoculated or take frequent
coronavirus tests at their own expense.

OnMonday, Health Minister Anahit
Avanesyan officially announced the in-
troduction from January 23 of a manda-
tory coronavirus health pass for entry to
cultural and leisure venues.

The decision means that only those
people who have been vaccinated against
COVID-19 orhave had arecentnegative
test will be allowed to visit bars, restau-
rants and other public venues. The re-
quirement does not apply to minors,
pregnant women, people who have a
contraindication to vaccination as well
as those who tested positive for the
coronavirus up to 90 days ago.

Sevan Nishanyan: For the First Time, I Felt
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unconditionally and without
hesitation. It’s a very different
feeling. It was fine, [ didn’t know.”
Nishanyan said in his post .
Nishanyan was chastised by
Turkish authorities in 2012 after he
blogged that he had the right to criti-
cize the Prophet Mohammed.
Nishanyan incensed many in Tur-
key in 1994 when he authored the
book The Wrong Republic (Yanlis
Cumbhuriyet), a critique of the found-
ing myths of the Republic of Turkey.
Talking about the latest situation
about him, Nishanyan said. “There has
been a very bad development in Samos
and all Aegean Islands in recent years.
An incredible xenophobia and racism,
which is very contrary to Greek tradi-
tion and Greek culture, has taken over
the world like a storm. First of all, the

police force is among the instigators of
this business. It seems that as a result of
a chain of paranoia and gossip, they
entered amood like ‘This man is Turkish,
he came from Turkey, let him go back’”.

“The absurd decision for me to
be deported remains valid. The claim
that ‘I pose a threat to national secu-
rity’, which is still the basis of that
decision, which is a sign that we live in
an unrecal world, continues, and our
legal struggle continues. “I have been
instructed to leave the country volun-
tarily and through the border gate I
want in the next 14 days. If we can get
a result in this process, I will not go,
but otherwise I will have the opportu-
nity to rest my back in other countries
for a while,” he said.

“I am no longer a refugee, I am
not seeking asylum because the Arme-
nian state gave me citizenship and a
passport." Nishanyan declared.

Two Armenian Soldiers Killed

Continued from page 1

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
said the latest ceasefire violations there
are “yet another manifestation of

Azerbaijan’s continuing infringements
of Armenia’s territorial integrity that
began on May 12, 2021.”

The situation on the border was
on the agenda of Foreign Minister
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Turkey Angered by Display of a Historical
Map of Armenia in a Netflix Documentary

S T
One group cong
g ithe oil TIERE

“ gl

In a multi-part film about the
events of World War II, Armenia was
shown in its historical borders, includ-
ing the territory of modern Turkey,
Ermenihaber reports.

The first to draw attention to this
fact was the Turkish Maritime and
Global Strategy Center (Tiirk DEGS),
which considered this fact an assault
on the territorial integrity and sover-

eignty of Turkey.

The issue was also touched by
the pro-government newspaper “Yeni
Akit”, which refers to the opinion of
many unhappy Turkish citizens, de-
manding that the Supreme Council of
the Turkish Radio and Television Cor-
poration (RTUK) to take action and
impose the most severe sanctions on
Netflix.

Armenia Extradites Wanted U.S. Citizen

Pursuant to ongoing collabora-
tion and strong partnerships, the United
States and Armenian Law Enforce-
ment Authorities and Prosecutors suc-
cessfully extradited a wanted U.S. Citi-
zen from Yerevan, Armeniato the U.S.
on January 10, 2022.

Following the issuance of an
Interpol Red Notice, a U.S. citizen was
arrested in August 2021, by Armenian
Police in Yerevan, Armenia. This op-
eration was aresult of the investigative
efforts by the Department of State’s
Diplomatic Security Service (DSS).
The subject is wanted by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) for
charges pertaining to child abuse in the
United States.

The extradition of this fugitive
was made possible thanks to the tire-
less efforts of the Prosecutor General’s
Office of the Republic of Armenia in
cooperation with the U.S. Department

of Justice Office of International Af-
fairs, the U.S. Marshals Service Inter-
national Investigations Branch, the FBI
Legal Attaché in Thilisi, and the U.S.
Embassy in Yerevan.

“International cooperation is
crucial to combat transnational
crime,” said U.S. Ambassador to
Armenia Lynne M. Tracy. “We ap-
preciate our longstanding partner-
ship with the Armenian Prosecutor
General’s Office and Armenian law
enforcement institutions that allowed
us to apprehend and extradite the
individual. This is the fifth time that
we worked with our Armenian part-
ners to return a fugitive to the United
States to face charges.”

The fugitive subject will face
charges in a U.S. court. The accused
ispresumed innocent until proven guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt in a U.S.
court of law.

Ararat Mirzoyan’s phone call on Tues-
day with Karen Donfried, the U.S.
assistant secretary of state for Euro-
pean and Eurasian affairs.

The Foreign Ministry said
Mirzoyan briefed Donfried on “recent
days’ ceasefire violations by the
Azerbaijani armed forces” and stressed
the need for “steps to de-escalate the
situation.”

Mirzoyan and Donfried touched
upon the process of dialogue between
Armenia and Turkey and discucced
the situation in Kazakhstan during the
telephone conversation. Minister
Mirzoyan presented the position of the
Armenian side on the issue.

The parties touched upon other
issues of regional and international
security.
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“What’s in a Name?: Language, the Politics
of the Armenian Genocide, and Medz
Yeghern” by Dr. Vartan Matiossian

FRESNO — Dr. Vartan
Matiossian, Executive Director of the
Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian
Church, will speak on “What’s in a
Name: Language, the Politics of the
Armenian Genocide, and Medz
Yeghern” at 7:00PM (Pacific time)/
10:00PM (Eastern time) on Friday,
January 28, 2022. The presentation is
part of the Spring 2022 Lecture Series
ofthe Armenian Studies Program and
is supported by the Leon S. Peters
Foundation.

Dr. Matiossian’s new book The
Politics of Naming the Armenian Geno-
cide: Language, History, and “Medz
Yeghern” explores the genealogy of
the concept of Medz Yeghern (“Great
Crime”), the Armenian term widely
used for the genocide of the Arme-
nians in the Ottoman Empire. The sub-
ject has been both omitted and misin-
terpreted in historiography.

The presentation will make refer-
ence to the etymology and the history
ofthe word yeghern, its use parallel to
“genocide” after 1945, and its political
and historical implications, drawing
from a vast array of instances of its
use and misuse by politicians, journal-
ists and others, particularly Pope John
Paulll, the 2008 apology campaign by
a group of Turkish intellectuals, and
the last four presidents of the United
States.

Dr. Vartan Matiossian, a histo-
rian and literary scholar, has been Ex-
ecutive Director of the Eastern Prelacy
of the Armenian Church (New Y ork)
since 2019. He obtained his Ph.D. in
History from the Institute of History of
the National Academy of Sciences of
Armenia in 2006. He lives in New
Jersey.

He has published extensively in
Armenian, Spanish, and English, in-
cluding the translation of almost two
dozen books and the editing of twenty-
five volumes, as well as five books of
his authorship in Armenian, one in
Spanish, and two in English: Armenian
Language Matters (New York, 2019)
and The Politics of Naming the Arme-
nian Genocide: Language, History, and
“Medz Yeghern” (London, 2021). His
next book in English, co-authored with
Artsvi Bakhchinyan, is forthcoming
from the Press at California State Uni-
versity, Fresno: An Armenian Woman
of the World: The Life and Work of
Armen Ohanian, the “Dancer of
Shamakha.”

Zoom Registration Link: https://
bit.ly/armenianstudiesmatiossian

For information aboutupcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

A Message of Appreciation

On the occasion of the Karasunk/

40th Day Requiem for Dr. Vartiter
Kotcholosian Hovannisian, her family
expresses its deepfelt gratitude for the
outpouring of personal testimonies,

cards and flowers, and generous con- p;

tributions of $70,000 to Orran
(www.orran.org), Armenian Educa-
tional Foundation (www.aefweb.org),
and Armenian Center for National &
International Studies (www.acnis.am).

We extend our appreciation also to
H.E. President Armen Sarkissian, H.E.
Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian,

consolation.

H.E. Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Consul General Armen Baibourtian, Fr.
Vicken Vassilian (St. Garabed Church, Hollywood), and Very Rev. Ashod
Khachadourian (Holy Trinity Church, Fresno) for their kind words of

May Vartiter’s memory be blessed and her all-embracing humanity
and compassionate service act as a guiding beacon for us all.
The Richard Hovannisian and Nazik Messerlian Families
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Armenian Communities Of Persia/Iran
Released

LOS ANGELES - Mazda Pub-
lishers has announced the release of
Armenian Communities of Persia/Iran:
History, Trade, Culture (670 pages,
retail $45.00 plus applicable taxes).
This is the fifteenth and final volume in
the series “Historic Armenian Cities
and Provinces,” edited by Professor
Richard G. Hovannisian of the Univer-
sity of California and Chapman Uni-
versity.

The volume, covering the Arme-
nian presence in [ran from antiquity to
the contemporary times, includes Ar-
menian-Iranian relations from the pre-
Christian era to the Middle Ages, the
Maku and Tabriz districts, with the
monasteries of St. Thaddeus, St.
Stepanos, and Tsortsor, the impor-
tance of Persian Azarbayjan/Atrpatakan
in the Armenian and Iranian revolu-
tionary movements, and the displace-
ments and massacres of the Christian
inhabitants of the Urmia, Salmast, and
Khoy districts during the Turkish
offensives in World War I, as well as
the leadership in relief efforts of Arch-
bishop Nerses Melik-Tangian of
Atrpatakan (Tabriz).

Another section assesses the im-
pressive place of the all-Armenian
municipality of New Julfa in Iranian-
Armenian history, with its painters and
artisans, unique churches, and monas-
tic complex (the Vank), its merchants
who were prominent in the interna-
tional commercial networks from East
Asia to Russia and Western Europe,
and its distinguished Armenian the-
ater. The volume concludes with a
pictorial essay featuring the paintings
of New Julfa and outlying districts by

Armenian Communities

of Persia/Iran
History, Trade, Culture

Edited by
Richard G. Hovannisian

the noted Julfan artist Sumbat. Other
chapters assess the interactions be-
tween the current Armenian leadership
in Tehran with the Iranian authorities,
and the socio-economic integration of
Armenian Iranians in Southern Cali-
fornia. The volume is enhanced by
numerous color illustrations.

This fifteenth volume is the
only one in the series that concentrates
on Armenian communities outside the
Ottoman Empire and is dedicated to
Dr. Vartiter K. Hovannisian, a con-
stant companion and professional col-
laborator since the very beginning of
the series and long before.

Copies may be ordered from
MazdaPublishers, Abril and Sardarabad
bookstores in Glendale, NAASR book-
store in Belmont MA, or (at an intro-
ductory promotional price of $32 in
the U.S.) from Daron Kevorkian at
daronkev7@gmail.com.

AAF Delivered $33 Million of Medicines to
Armenia and Artsakh in 2021

GLENDALE — The Armenia
Artsakh Fund (AAF) delivered $33
million of humanitarian assistance to
Armenia and Artsakh during the 12
months of 2021. The shipments in-
cluded much needed medicines and
medical supplies for treatment of
COVID-19 patients, as well as medi-
cines and medical supplies for oncol-
ogy, cardio vascular and gastrointesti-
nal patients in addition to hygiene prod-
ucts and reading glasses.

In the last three months of 2021
alone, the AAF shipped $11.5 million
of medicines and medical supplies to
Armenia and Artsakh. Of this amount,
the AAF collected medicines and medi-
cal supplies donated by Direct Relief
($8.4 million) and AmeriCares ($2.8
million). The other organization which
contributed valuable goods during this
period was Project Agape ($271,000).

The medicines, medical supplies
and hygiene products donated during
this period were sent to AGBU Claudia
Nazarian Medical Center for Syrian
Armenian Refugees in Yerevan, Arabkir
United Children’s Foundation, Arme-
nian Missionary Association of
America, Fund for Armenian Relief,
Kanaker Zeytoun Medical Center,
Metsn Nerses Charitable Organization,
Muratsan Children’s Endocrinology
Center, National Hematology Center
and the health ministries of Armenia

and Artsakh.

In the past 33 years, including
the shipments under its predecessor,
the United Armenian Fund, the AAF
delivered to Armenia and Artsakh a
grand total of $947 million worth of
reliefsupplies on board 158 airlifts and
2,518 sea containers.

“The Armenia Artsakh Fund is
regularly offered free of charge mil-
lions of dollars of life-saving medi-
cines and medical supplies. All we
have to do is pay for the shipping
expenses. We welcome your generous
donations to be able to continue deliv-
ering this valuable assistance to all
medical centers in Armenia and
Artsakh,” stated Harut Sassounian, the
President of AAF.

For more information, call the
AAF office: (818) 241-8900; Email:
sassoun@pacbell.net.
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