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First Round of Armenia-Turkey
Normalization Talks Held in Moscow

MOSCOW — Special envoys of
Turkey and Armenia held in Moscow
on Friday the first round of negotia-
tions on normalizing relations between
the two neighboring states.

Turkey’s special envoy Serdar
Kili¢, a former ambassador to the
U.S., and Armenia’s special envoy,
deputy parliamentary speaker Ruben
Rubinyan, met in Moscow to draw a
road map aiming to repair ties after
years of animosity between the two
neighbors.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
said the talks took place “in a positive
and constructive atmosphere,” with
the two sides exchanging “preliminary
views regarding the normalization pro-
cess.”

“The parties agreed to continue,
without preconditions, negotiations
aimed ata full normalization,” it said in
a statement. “The date and venue of
their second meeting will be decided in
due time through diplomatic channels.”

The normalization process sug-
gests the establishment of diplomatic
ties, the opening of sealed borders, and

starting economic, trade and transpor-
tation projects between the two na-
tions.

As part of confidence-building
measures, Turkey will resume the char-
ter flights to Yerevan, while Armenia
decided to lift an embargo on Turkish
goods.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry
issued an identical statement on the
meeting that lasted for about two hours.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Vahan Hunanyan, on
Thursday cautioned against excessive
expectations from the first face-to-
face meeting of the two envoys.

“This will be an introductory
meeting,” Hunanyan said in written
comments. “It’s hard to expect tan-
gible results from the first meeting, but
it will mark the start of the [normaliza-
tion] process.”

The date and the venue of their
second meeting will be decided in due
time through diplomatic channels,
Hunanyan said.

Continued on page4

Azerbaijan, France in Diplomatic Row Over
Valérie Pécresse's Visit to Artsakh

PARIS -- French presidential can-
didate Valérie Pécresse has filed acom-
plaint against Azerbaijani President
IlTham Aliyev for “death threats” after
her visit to Armenia and the Artsakh
Republic in mid-December.

“I went to Armenia because the
question of Eastern Christians is at the
heart of my commitment, because the
defense of Armenia is important,” she
said on Europe 1.

“Had I known that Madame
Pécresse was there, we would not
have let her go,” Aliyev said, com-
menting on the visit.

Before that the Foreign Ministry
of Azerbaijan had handed a note to
French Charge d’Affaires.

Pécresse called Aliyev’s words
“shocking.”

On January 18, French Minister
for Europe and Foreign Affairs Jean-
Yves Le Drian said in the Parliament
that his department considers the state-

ments of the Azerbaijani side to
Pécresse after her trip to Karabakh
“unacceptable in form and essence.”
Azerbaijan then accused Minister
Le Drian of violating diplomatic ethics
by commenting on the words of
Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev.
Leyla Abdullayeva, press secre-
tary of the Republic’s Foreign Minis-
try, called Le Drian’s comments “irre-
sponsible and unacceptable.”

Russia Insists on OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs Renewed Visits to Karabakh

MOSCOW — Russia has reiter-
ated that the U.S., Russian and French
mediators co-heading the OSCE Minsk
Group should be able to resume their
visits to Nagorno-Karabakh as part of
their peace efforts.

“We are concerned by the fact
that the co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group are still not able to visit the
region, familiarize themselves with the
situation there and map out steps that
will help the parties establish people-
to-people contacts and resolve hu-
manitarian and some other issues,”
Alexander Lukashevich, the Russian
ambassador to the OSCE, told the RIA
Novosti agency on Monday.

The co-chairs had for decades
travelled to Karabakh and met with its
ethnic Armenian leadership during regu-
lar tours of the conflict zone. The
visits practically stopped with the on-
set of the coronavirus pandemic and
the subsequent outbreak of the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani war.

The mediators planned to resume
their shuttle diplomacy after organiz-
ing talks between the Armenian and
Azerbaijani foreign ministers in New
York in September. The trip has still
not taken place, however.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan suggested in November that it
is blocked by Azerbaijan. The Russian
Foreign Ministry called afterwards for a
“quick resumption of visits to Karabakh
by the Minsk Group co-chairs.”

In a joint statement issued on
December 7, the mediators urged the
conflicting sides to allow them to visit
the conflict zone “as soon as possible”
and “assess the situation on the ground
first-hand.”

Azerbaijan’s President Ilham

Aliyev mocked the mediating troika
and questioned the wisdom ofthe Minsk
Group’s continued existence last
week. He again claimed that that Baku’s
victory in the 2020 war ended the
Karabakh conflict.

Touching upon the Karabakh is-
sue, Aliyev again stated that he does not
see any sense in continuing the work of
the OSCE Minsk Group, as there is no
Karabakh issue! He threatened to stifle
the attempts of the OSCE Minsk Group
to deal with the Artsakh issue.

“I can say what they should not
do. They should not deal with the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict since it is
resolved. We resolved this problem for
them, and I think their absence is due
to this,” Aliyev said.

He said the Minsk Group must
accept the existing realities and take
them into account.

“We have been a party to this
conflict. If one of the parties says the
conflict is resolved, then there is no
need for mediation. Our position has
been conveyed to them. They should
probably think about what to do,”
Aliyev said.

Armenia, UAE Keen to Develop Cooperation
in Science and Technology

On a working visit to the United
Arab Emirates, President Armen
Sarkissian met with the Sarah bint
Yousef Al Amiri, UAE Minister of State
for Advanced Technology. The Minis-
teralso chairs the UAE Space Agency’s
Council of Scientists and coordinates
the introduction of science and ad-
vanced technologies in the develop-
ment of the UAE economy.

During the meeting, President
Sarkissian and Minister Al Amir dis-
cussed the possibilities of cooperation
in the fields of science, technology,
natural sciences, and the implementa-
tion of joint programs. Minister Al
Amiri presented the work carried out
by the United Arab Emirates in the
fields of basic sciences and space
science, in particular, referred to the
historical journey of the UAE “Satellite
of Hope” to Mars.

The interlocutors agreed that such
ambitious programs are not only an

investment for the future, but also a
source of inspiration for young people
to engage science. President Sarkissian
invited the UAE Minister of State to
participate in the 6th STARMUS Inter-
national Festival of Science and Art,
scheduled for September in Armenia,
one of the goals of which is to direct
young people to science, new tech-
nologies and the future.

President Sarkissian noted that
Armenia attaches great importance to
the spheres of science and technology,
considering them a priority from the
point of view of our country’s future.
In this context, the President spoke
about the presidential ATOM (Ad-
vanced Tomorrow) initiative aimed at
scientific and technological develop-
ment and possible cooperation within
that framework. Reference was also
made to the opportunities for young
scientists to exchange programs and
conduct joint research.
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Armenia Calls on the OSCE to Stop
Azerbaijani Provocations

YEREVAN — Armenia called on
the OSCE Chairman-in-Office, the
Minsk Group Co-Chairs to take effec-
tive measures to stop the provocations
of Azerbaijan and to resume the peace
process. The head of the Armenian
mission to the OSCE Armen Papikyan
spoke about this at the special sitting
of the OSCE Permanent Council. He
added that the use of force in the
OSCE area cannot “resolve” any con-
flict, “the use of force by Azerbaijan as
a legitimate tool for resolving the con-
flictendangers the security of the OSCE
region,” discredits the OSCE.

At a January 12 press confer-
ence, President of Azerbaijan Ilham
Aliyev stated that Baku would continue
to “thwart the attempts of the OSCE
Minsk Group to deal with the Karabakh
issue.” As he noted that Azerbaijan is
carefully pursuing army building in
Armenia, the threats will be eliminated
even inside the territory of Armenia.

Ambassador Papikyan did not
address these threats from Baku, but
called on the Polish OSCE Chairman-
in-Office to focus on the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict and send a message
to Azerbaijan that the continued use of
force cannot be tolerated.

In its turn, Artsakh Foreign Min-
istry also issued a statement. Noting
that Aliyev again used “anti-Armenian,
destructive, bigoted vocabulary and
ideas”, the Foreign Ministry expressed
the opinion that “Aliyev intends to
torpedo peace and stability initiatives
and dismantle existing dimensions.”

“Such a policy is a gross viola-

tion of international law, international
humanitarian law, and the agreements
reached. It aims to torpedo peace and
stability initiatives and dismantle the
existing formats.

The Azerbaijani leader also spe-
cifically targeted the activities of the
OSCE Minsk Group co-chairmanship
and the peacekeeping mission carried
out in Artsakh by one of the co-chair
countries- the Russian Federation,
voicing absurd accusations against
their activities.

The OSCE Minsk Group Co-
chairmanship is the only format for the
settlement of the Azerbaijan-Karabakh
conflict agreed by all sides.

We highly appreciate the mission
of the Russian peacekeeping forces in
Artsakh and consider unacceptable any
attempt to cast a shadow on their
activities.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Artsakh strongly
condemns the behavior of Azerbaijan,
being convinced that such a policy
carried out at the state level should be
properly assessed also by the interna-
tional community,” the statement says.

Armenian Peacekeepers Return Home
from Kazakhstan

YEREVAN — Armenian service-
men sent to Kazakhstan as part of a
CSTO peacekeeping force have returned
to Armenia.

The troops were part of a 2,500-
strong military contingent deployed by
Russia and four other former Soviet
republics making up the Russian-led
Collective Security Treaty Organiza-
tion.

Ria Novosti reports that the one
hundred Armenian servicemen were
flown to Armenia on Russian Aerospace
Forces planes. The Armenian contingent
guarded the Aksai grain factory and the
Druzhba pumping station.

Yesterday, Russian Defense Min-
ister Sergei Shoigu announced during a
meeting with Russian President Vladimir

Putin that the withdrawal of peacekeep-
ers from Kazakhstan, which began on
January 13, will end on January 19.
Putin stressed that the rule of law
in Kazakhstan had been restored with the
help of the CSTO peacekeepers.
“Indeed, this is the first such
action of the CSTO forces. We worked
together to accomplish a very impor-
tant task. It will allow the leadership of
the Republic of Kazakhstan to make
decisionsin a free, calm regime, having
a dialogue with the public on socio-
economic and political issues,” Putin
said.
“In general, we must return home.
We have fulfilled our task,” Putin added.
Servicemen from Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan have also left Kazakhstan.
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Armenia Submitted New Proposals on
Forming a Demarcation Commission* Lavrov

MOSCOW- Russia will convey
to Azerbaijan the proposals of Armenia
regarding the commission for the de-
limitation of the border between the
two countries with its subsequent de-
marcation, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said at a press confer-
ence on the results of the activities of
Russian diplomacy in 2021.

“Just yesterday, I talked to my
Armenian colleague who had new pro-
posals, we are passing them on to
Baku. We will look at how to have it
(the commission) work as soon as
possible,” he said.

“It is optimal to create this com-
mission by including issues on its
agenda that need to be addressed as a
matter of priority,” Lavrov added.

According to Lavrov there is dis-
agreement between Armenia and
Azerbaijan on what needs to be done to
make the bilateral commission start
working.

“In order to create the commis-
sion, it is necessary, first of all, to
agree on the conditions. These condi-
tions are being discussed now. There
are differences there,” the minister
continued.

“This is a purely bilateral issue. It
has been a year already since we sug-

gested that that the sides start working
on setting up the commission,’ he said
adding that Russia offered its advice,
given that the Russian General Staff
and other structures have maps re-
flecting the different stages of the
formation of the Soviet Union and
changes in its administrative borders
and borders between its constituent
republics.

“Our position is simple: we must
sit down and within the framework of
the officially created commission solve
all those issues that are not yet agreed
upon,” he said.

Armenian Government Sets Up Task Force to
Restore Southern Region Railways Tracks

YEREVAN-—The Armenian gov-
ernment has set up a task force that
will coordinate work on the restora-
tion of the railway tracks from Yeraskh
(Ararat province of Armenia) to the
border with Nakhichevan exclave of
Azerbaijan and across the Meghri sub-
region of the southern Armenian prov-
ince of Syunik. The decision to that
effecthas been published on the website
of the Armenian government.

The 10-member working group
is led by Artashes Tumanyan, a former
ambassador to Iran, who was appointed
as advisor to Pashinyan after his resig-
nation. Tumanyan is to report on the
progress of the work to the Prime
Minister every three months. On Janu-
ary 14 Pashinyan dispatched Tumanyan
to Meghri for a 4-day business trip.
The task force formed by Pashinyan’s
government late last week is to deal
with practical modalities of the trans-
port project.

Deputy Prime Minister Mher
Grigoryan told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service that the construction of the

45-kilometer railway section will likely
cost Yerevan $200 million and take
about three years. But Grigoryan did
not say when it will start.

During their December 14 meet-
ing in Brussels initiated by European
Council President Charles Michel,
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and Azerbaijani President
ITham Aliyev reconfirmed their ear-
lier agreement to restore the railway
that used to run from Armenian
Yeraskh to Julfa and Ordubad in
Nakhichevan and from there to Ar-
menian Meghri. When restored the
railroad will stretch to Horadiz in
Azerbaijan proper.

According to Pashinyan, the rail-
road will operate in accordance with
accepted international border and cus-
toms rules on the principle of reci-
procity under the sovereignty and ju-
risdiction of the countries.

Armenia will gain access to Iran
and Russia through this railroad, and
Azerbaijan will have arailway connec-
tion to its exclave Nakhichevan.
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Armenophobia: The Essence of Azerbaijani National Ideology
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Around three decades ago, the
zenophobic population of Baku explic-
itly expressed their intolerant and
Armenophobic inclinations, which
were suppressed since the establish-
ment of the Soviet Union.

Describing the events of “Black
January”, also known as the “Baku
Pogroms” a report published by the
New York Times mentioned the fol-
lowing: “Here and there, boarded win-
dows or soot-blackened walls mark an
apartment where Armenians were
driven out by mobs and their belong-
ings set afire on the balcony. The
Armenian Orthodox Church, whose

congregation has been depleted over
the past two years by an emigration
based on fear, is now a charred ruin. A
neighbor said firefighters and the po-
lice watched without intervening as
vandals destroyed the building at the
beginning of the year.”

In the same context, the Russian
newspaper Izvestia(l) referred to the
series of events as follows: ”On Janu-
ary 13, 1990, a crowd of some 50,000
people who were going out on a dem-
onstration from the Lenin square, split-
ting into groups, committed pogroms,
destructions, arsons, violence, and
murders... a huge mob was yelling
slogans glory to the heroes of Sumgait
and viva Baku without Armenians...
On January 16, 64 cases of pogroms
were identified, when Armenians be-
came the victims... In the Lenin dis-
trict of the capital, 4 burnt unidentified
bodies were found... On January 17,
45 pogroms and arsons of residential
houses in Baku were committed”.

Reporting on the events, the Hu-
man Rights Watch reporter Robert
Kushen(2) describes the massacres as
follows, “the action was not entirely,
or perhaps not at all, spontaneous, as
the attackers had lists of Armenians
and their addresses”.

Based on the historic events men-

tioned above, we may objectively ana-
lyze and conclude that the essence of
the Azerbaijani national ideology and
collective consciousness carries in its
depths, a non-tolerant and aggressive
approach towards Armenians. An ap-
proach which is explicitly expressed
through several heinous acts carried
out by the Azerbaijani State, military
apparatus, and general population.

The late September 2020
Artsakh-Azerbaijani war, triggered
by Baku, was a clear example of the
systematic behavior, reflecting the
intolerance of the Azerbaijani gov-
ernment and population. The war
events clearly expressed the extent
of aggression and the Armenophobic
approach manipulated by the
Azerbaijani authorities.

This past week, Azerbaijani dic-
tator Aliyev once again threatened not
only the inhabitants of Artsakh, but
Armenia as well by stating the follow-
ing: Baku would continue to “thwart
the attempts of the OSCE Minsk Group
to deal with the Karabakh issue.” As he
noted that Azerbaijan is carefully pur-
suing army building in Armenia, the
threats will be eliminated even inside
the territory of Armenia. “Armenia and
the whole world saw [during the war]
that nobody could stop us... I was

demanding that they present us with a
date for the liberation of our lands
before we stop [hostilities.] I am say-
ing the same thing now: tell us when
the Zangezur corridor will be opened
and there will be no problems.” The so
called “Zangezur corridor” is Armenia’s
Syunik province, internationally rec-
ognized as Armenia’s southern bor-
ders.

By continuously rejecting the role
of the OSCE mediators and a peaceful
resolution to the Artsakh conflict,
Aliyev has reinforced Armenophobia
as the bedrock of his regional foreign
policy.

The Armenian Council delineates
this foreign policy as promoting ethnic
cleansing, bigotry, and intolerance
throughout the region in an attempt to
completely derail any hope of a peace-
ful resolution. We demand the interna-
tional community to call out this dicta-
torial rhetoric, in an effort to reaffirm
and strengthen international peace and
regional security.

(1)Izvestia Newspaper, Russia,
ed. January 18, 1990.

(2) Conflictin the Soviet Union:
Black January in Azerbaidzhan, by
Robert Kushen, 1991, Human Rights
Watch.

AUA Library Launches ‘Digitizing Armenian
Linguistic Heritage’ Project

JALIH

Dlgltlzmg Armenian Linguistic Heritage

YEREVAN -- The American Uni-
versity of Armenia (AUA) AGBU
Papazian Library is happy to announce
the launch of the project titled Digitiz-
ing Armenian Linguistic Heritage
(DALiH): Armenian Multivariational
Corpus and Data Processing, coordi-
nated by Victoria Khurshudyan, Na-
tional Institute for Oriental Languages
and Civilizations (INALCO), SeDyL.
Funded by the French National Re-
search Agency, the project aims to
build the first-ever open-access and
open-source unified digital linguistic
platform for the whole spectrum of the
Armenian language variations. In par-
ticular, annotated corpora will be com-
piled for Classical Armenian and Mod-
ern Western Armenian, as well as a
pilot corpus for Middle Armenian, three
pilot corpora for dialects, and an up-
dated Modern Eastern Armenian cor-
pus on the basis of the existing one.

As a project partner, the Digital
Library of Classical Armenian Literature
(Digilib) of AUA will provide its collec-
tion of digitized texts in Classical Arme-
nian and Western Armenian. Addition-
ally, Digilib will support the implementa-
tion of the DALiH project through the
digitization of other relevant materials.

“Discussions about the project
started during the ‘Digital Armenian’
conference held in Paris in October

2018. I am excited that our efforts in
making the project of Digitizing Arme-
nian Linguistic Heritage a reality have
paid off, and we can now announce its
successful launch,” states Hovhannes
Kizogyan, technical director of Digilib.
Within the DALiH project, research
will be conducted in Natural language
processing (NLP) and linguistic per-
spectives so as to provide full gram-
matical annotation and Automatic
speech recognition (ASR) models in
the above-mentioned Armenian variet-
ies. “Multi-approach deep-learning and
rule-based resources will be designed
in order to process the written and oral
databases and to cross-check their
value for further corpus enlargement,
in a context of multiparameter lan-
guage variation for an under-resourced
language,” was mentioned in the press
release issued by the National Institute
for Oriental Languages and Civiliza-
tions (INALCO), The of the project.
NLP-based linguistic research,
in particular on the automatic identifi-
cation of the language, the calculation
of the distance between varieties, and
the lexical and morphological disam-
biguation, will be conducted with an
aim to revisit the state of existing
research issues and to introduce new
problems supported by the written and
oral data made available by the project.

‘Fly Arna’ Armenia’s National Airline
Unveils Visual Brand Identity

YEREVAN -- The Armenian Na-
tional Interests Fund (ANIF) and Air
Arabia Group, the Middle East and
North Africa’s first and largest low-
cost carrier (LCC) operator, today
revealed the visual brand identity of
‘Fly Arna’, Armenia’s national airline
to be launched by their joint venture
company.

The brand name ‘Arna’ is derived
from company’s official name ‘Arme-
nian National Airlines’ with ‘AR’ taken
from Armenian, ‘N’ from National and
‘A’ from Airlines. Chosen following a
public competition, the name ‘Fly Arna’
was identified to be most inclusive and
reflective of the spirit of the joint venture
company to transform the aviation sec-
tor of the country.

With its colours inspired by the
Armenia flag, the ‘Fly Arna’ logo and
brand identity was designed to reflect
the young, modern and a value-driven
national airline that strive to become
the mostaccessible and sensible choice
for air travel in Armenia and beyond.
Its brand values are Ambition — to
motivate to build and grow the airline;
Persistence — to build services that
deliver real and tangible value to cus-

tomers; and Innovation — to inspire
creative solutions that helps keep a
competitive edge while remaining prac-
tical and efficient.

Inspired by the logo and the brand
ethos, ‘Fly Arna’ aircraft livery re-
flects clarity and a forward-looking
airline thatis always on the move, with
the letter “A” creatively displayed at
the aircraft tail. The bright outlook in
the brand identity will also be reflected
through the aircraft interior, staff uni-
forms and across all customer
touchpoints.

David Papazian, CEO of ANIF,
said: “Fly Arna’s brand identity is truly
reflective of the inspiring spiritand ethos
of Armenia. This is highlighted by the
involvement of the public in deciding the
name to the colours used for the brand
identity and the values that Fly Arna will
promote. Today’s unveil of Fly Arna’s
visual identity is an inspiring move that
brings us one step closer towards the
launch of the airline.”

Adel Al Ali, Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Air Arabia, said: “Fly
Arna’s visual identity launch is an im-
portant progress in the journey to-
wards the launch of the airline.
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As part of the Speaking Up series
on human rights and religious free-
dom, the International Commission for
Human Rights and Religious Freedom
(ICHRRF), onJanuary 23,2022 (10:00
AM-11:00 AM EST), will host Arme-
nian Council of America’s Washing-
ton D.C. Representative Taniel
Koushakjian to give an online presen-
tation on the Armenian Genocide and
its continued denial.

During the period of 1915-1923,
1.5 million Armenian men, women,
and children were killed in the Otto-
man Turkish Islamic Caliphate (Otto-
man Empire) and over a half million
survivors were exiled. The Armenian
genocide resulted in the destruction of
more than two millennia of Armenian
civilization in eastern Anatolia and con-
tinues to be denied by the Republic of
Turkey, the successor of the Ottoman
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ICHRREF Presents “Armenian Genocide and
Its Continued Denial by Perpetrators”

Empire.

Mr. Koushakjian’s focus will be
on the effect the Republic of Turkey’s
State sponsored denial of the Arme-
nian Genocide have had on issues of
Human Rights, intolerance and the rise
of authoritarianism within the region.

Armenia’s Temple of Garni Listed Among
Most Beautiful Roman Monuments

YEREVAN (Armradio)—-The Bel-
gian Le Vif Weekend magazine has
listed Armenia’s Garni temple among
the 51 of the most beautiful Roman
monuments in the world.

“The year 476 marked the end of
the Western Roman Empire, but fortu-
nately much of what the Romans built
can still be seen today,” author Maaike
Schwering says.

The Colosseum in Rome, the larg-
est amphitheater in the world and one
of the seven modern wonders of the
world. tops the list of most beautiful
monuments.

The list also includes the Pan-
theon of Rome, Verona Amphitheater,
the oasis city of Palmyra, The Library
of Celsus in Ephesus, the Tower of
Hercules, the theater in Ephesus in
Turkey, the Roman bridge of Alcantara
in Spain and others.

The Temple of Garni is the only

standing Greco-Roman colonnaded
building in Armenia and the former
Soviet Union. Builtin the Ionic order in
the village of Garni, in central Arme-
nia, it is the best-known structure and
symbol of pre-Christian Armenia.

The structure was probably built
by king Tiridates I in the first century
AD as a temple to the sun god Mihr.
After Armenia’s conversion to Chris-
tianity in the early fourth century, it
was converted into a royal summer
house of Khosrovidukht, the sister of
Tiridates III.

Itcollapsedina 1679 earthquake.
Renewed interest in the 19th century
led to excavations at the site in early
and mid-20th century, and its eventual
reconstruction between 1969 and
1975, using the anastylosis method. It
is one of the main tourist attractions in
Armenia and the central shrine of
Hetanism (Armenian neopaganism).

Armenia-Turkey Normalization Talks

Continued from page 1

Three days after holding his first
meeting with Kilic, Rubinyan expressed
caution about the success of negotia-
tions on normalizing Armenia’s rela-
tions with Turkey.

“Very substantive issues were
not discussed at the first meeting,”
Rubinyan told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service in aninterview. “We discussed
general approaches to the process. ...
It’s still too early to say what kind of

approaches Turkey will take.”

“We must try to achieve peace in
the region and our position is sincere,”
he said. “We expect Turkey to demon-
strate a similar position because it’s
simply impossible for Turkey to pur-
sue a policy in the region without
having a relationship with Armenia.”

Rubinyan said that Yerevan hopes
that the next round of negotiations will
be more “substantive.”

“We are interested in solving real
issues and those include, first of all,
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Premier of ‘Memory Too Low For Words’ a
Film Dedicated to Hrant Dink Held in
Istanbul

MEMORY TOO LOW

FOR W

ORDS

A MOVIE FOR HRANT / UN

ISTANBUL -- The premier of
‘Memory Too Low For Words’, a film
which transforms Hrant Dink’s words
to color, shape and sound was held at
the Cemal Resit Rey Concert Hall on
the evening of January 12. The film,
devised and produced by Umit Kivang,
lays before us the ‘errors’ in the ‘sys-
tem’ which did not allow space for
Hrant Dink and his words. On the 15th
year of his assassination, the film sheds
light on Hrant Dink’s passion which
made him a target, and allows us to
hear from his own voice his dreams
for Turkey and the world in these
tumultuous days.

Following the hour long screen-
ing, Fethiye Cetin, Umit Kivang, and
Arat Dink held a short talk moderated
by Zeynep Sungur.

Zeynep Sungur, the Communi-
cations Coordinator at Hrant Dink
Foundation moderated the post-screen-
ing talk and thanked Umit Kivang for
bringing together the values that Hrant
Dink defended throughout his life in
such a beautiful documentary which
also appeals to our memories. She said
that we are reminded once again of the
timelessness and validity of Hrant
Dink's words.

Fethiye Cetin pointed to the
wound, referring to Hrant Dink’s fol-
lowing words: “From a population of
3,000,000 on these lands we became
300,000 when we became a Republic.
They consumed that 300,000, they
also consumed what my ancestors
produced." On the other hand, she
reminded us that Hrant Dink showed
us how to build a peaceful future with
his lexicon that reached even the
hardest hearts. Explaining that the way
to be hopeful for the future is to mourn
together the huge void caused by the
wounds, Fethiye Cetin pointed out that
this is one of the most important mes-
sages Hrant Dink gave us.

Fethiye Cetin, that we have seen
for years how insurmountable pain
and mourning imprison us in spirals of
fear, anger and violence. She finished
her speech with Hrant Dink's answer
to the question "How can we over-
come this deadlock?" "With memory

exchange, conversation, dialogue, and
the indispensable condition for these is
freedom of expression... Because we
are each other's doctors. You are my
doctor, I am yours...”

Umit Kivang explained his rea-
sons for making this documentary,
why now, and where the name of the
documentary came from. “I think that
we have a great debt, but I could only
do it now; until now I did not have the
courage to spend days with Hrant
Dink's speeches. Hrant Dink was a
person who spoke more than he wrote;
we feel what he says as a whole
through his voice, his facial expres-
sions, his eyebrows and eye move-
ments. His writings are also perma-
nent, buthis living presence was some-
thing else, which could only be trans-
ferred to film. A memory is required to
listen to Hrant Dink's words, but what
we do is to close that memory.

There is a sequence in the movie
where the computer screen behind
Hrant Dink shows “memory is too low
for word”; I perceived it as no room
for words. The name of the documen-
tary comes from there.” In response
to a question reminding that Hrant
Dink was killed 15 years ago because
of the words he said, and about
whether these words are still valid
today, he said: “Hrant Dink speaks as
a citizen of this country who wants
law and democracy. These words are
much more valid now than they were
then. If Hrant Dink were here today,
he would have to say more.”

Arat Dink expressed what this
documentary. “His two grandchildren
watched this movie today, it allowed
them to get to know their grandfather
better, it gave us a great gift, Umit
Kivang, we thank him very much. We
always think about how we can ex-
plain our father to future generations,
how we can pass his words on; Umit
Kivang gave the answer to this ques-
tion in the most correct way. My
father had the ability to combine ev-
eryday words with deep meanings,
and the everyday images of Umit Kivang
inthe documentary are in parallel with
this side of my father.”

the opening of the [Turkish-Arme-
nian] border and, secondly, the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations,” he
explained.

Rubinyan stated that there was

no talk with Turkish Special Represen-
tative on the Armenian Genocide.

"It is pointless to start negotia-
tions like that, because they will not
lead anywhere." He said
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Casualty Broker-Agent, Life-Only
Agent, Property Broker-Agent
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DETERMINED & COMPASSIONATE

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

JUVENILE DEFENSE o DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

ASSAULT & BATTERY CHARGES

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI)

VEHICULAR OFFENSES/HIT AND RUN

IMMIGRATION - MOTION TO VACATE A PLEA

ROBBERY AND THEFT OFFENSES

ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON

CRIMES INVOLVING POLICE OFFICERS

CRIMINAL THREATS o WEAPON CHARGES i

DRUG OFFENSES o SEX CRIMES ALICE TAVOUKJIAN
THEFT CRIMES o GANG CRIMES Attorney At Law
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At the law office of ALICE TAVOUKJIAN, we provide zealous
representation to achieve the best possible outcome on your behalf.

LAW OFFICES OF

JALICE TAVOUKJIAN, PC

TAVOUKJIANLAW.com CALL FOR AFREE CONSULTATION

135 E. Valley BI, #B, Alhambra, CA. 91801 626-386-8606




