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PM Pashinyan, EU Special Representative
Discuss 2.6 Billion Euro Investment Package
for Armenia

[
{

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan received EU Special
Representative for the South Caucasus
and the Crisis in Georgia Toivo Klaar.
The Head of the European Union Del-
egation to Armenia, Ambassador An-
drea Victorin was also present at the
meeting.

The Prime Minister attached im-
portance to the continuous develop-
ment of Armenia-EU relations and the
joint efforts in that direction. Nikol
Pashinyan stressed that the agenda of
democratic reforms continues to be
among the priorities of the Armenian
government, adding that the commit-
ment of the Armenian authorities to the
process of democratic reforms is in-

violable. The interlocutors discussed
issues related to the progress of the
EU’s 2.6 billion euro investment pack-
age for Armenia. In this context, the
effective implementation of the 80
million euro package in Syunik region
was especially important.

The Prime Minister praised the
efforts of the President of the Euro-
pean Council Charles Michel in
strengthening mutual understanding and
stability in the region.

The meeting focused on the situ-
ation in the South Caucasus region
after the 44-day war, steps taken to
defuse the situation on the Armenian-

Continued onpage3

Artsakh FM: Azerbaijan Has Declared War
on Armenian History and Culture

STEPANAKERT — Artsakh
Foreign Ministry condemned in a state-
ment on February 8. the decision of
the Azerbaijani authorities to establish
a special commission tasked with, ac-
cording to subsequent statements by
officials, destroying the traces of the
Armenian identity of cultural and reli-
gious monuments located in the terri-
tories of Artsakh occupied by
Azerbaijan.

According to Artsakh Foreign
Ministry, ‘the Azerbaijani government’s
move serves as another convincing
evidence of the fact that the Armenian
cultural heritage that has come under
the control of the Azerbaijani authori-
ties is in real danger of being com-
pletely destroyed or torn off from
their historical roots.’

‘We have repeatedly stated that
the falsification of history and the
cultural genocide by Azerbaijan are an
integral part of the broader anti-Arme-
nian policy systematically pursued by
Baku for several decades. If at the
initial stage ofthe Azerbaijani-Karabakh
conflict, manipulations with history
and culture served as a justification for
the deportation of the Armenian popu-
lation from the former Azerbaijan SSR,

now they are aimed at legitimizing the
results of the illegal use of military
force by Azerbaijan against Artsakh.

The elimination of any traces of
the Armenian presence both in the
occupied territories of Artsakh and in
Azerbaijan through the falsification of
history, destruction of Armenian cul-
tural monuments and renaming of au-
tochthonous toponyms is, in fact, a
continuation of Azerbaijan’s aggres-
sion by other methods.

There is a strong belief among
the international community and in
expert circles that the destruction of
cultural monuments is an attack on the
dignity of peoples, their values and
ideals in order to undermine the nation’s
ability to withstand historical trials and
develop. By declaring war on Arme-
nian history and culture, Azerbaijan is
trying to achieve exactly this goal.

The destruction of the Armenian
cultural heritage is not only an attempt
to deprive the people of Artsakh of
their rights, including the right to cul-
ture, but also a challenge to the inter-
national community and a threat to
peace and security. Over the past de-

Continued onpage4

Armenia Will Contin

ue Efforts Towards

International Recognition of Armenian
Genocide — FM

YEREVAN — The Republic of
Armenia will continue its efforts to-
wards recognition of the Armenian
Genocide and prevention of crimes
against humanity, in line with the Gov-
ernment Action Plan, Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan said during the Q&A
session at the National Assembly to-
day.

“We see the international recog-
nition of the Armenian genocide as an
additional security guarantee for the
Armenian people and the Republic of
Armenia,” the Foreign Minister said.

Speaking about the upcoming
meeting of the special representatives
of Armenia and Turkey in Vienna on
February 24, Minister Mirzoyan voiced
hope they would proceed to substan-
tive discussions aimed at opening the
Armenian-Turkish border and estab-
lishing diplomatic relations. “Signals,
messages, hints about this, coming
from official Ankara, mostly have a
positive context, these are our expec-
tations,” said the head of the Armenian
Foreign Ministry.

As for Yerevan’s decision to par-
ticipate in the Diplomatic Forum in
Antalya largely depends on the results
of the meeting of the special represen-
tatives in Vienna. Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan stated.

The Foreign Minister specified
that Ankara sent an invitation addressed
to him and to the name of the special
representative of Armenia in the Arme-
nian-Turkish talks Ruben Rubinyan.

Economist Intelligence Unit Ranks Armenia

as Most Democratic

State of the Region

FEB9TH 2022
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LONDON -- In this year’s De-
mocracy Index 2021 published by the
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) Ar-
menia is ranked as a country with a
hybrid system of government. The
EIU released its report on the state of
democracy in 2021 across 165 inde-
pendent countries and two territories.

The report is based on five find-
ings —electoral process and pluralism,
functioning of the government, politi-
cal participation, political culture, and
civil liberties. The report has been
further bifurcated into a full democ-
racy, flawed democracy, hybrid re-
gime, and authoritarian.

In the EIU report Armenia is
89th with a total score of 5.49. Its
South Caucasus neighbor Georgia,
which is also in the list of countries
with a hybrid system of government,
is 91st with a total score of 5.12.
Turkey with 4.35 points is 103rd and

Azerbaijan with 2.68 points in 141st.
Armenia was also 89th in the Democ-
racy 2020 Index with 5.35 points.

“A snap parliamentary election
held in July 2021 gave the Prime Min-
ister, Nikol Pashinyan, a strong public
mandate following a period of turbu-
lence and discontent. The sweeping
victory of Mr Pashinyan and his Civil
Contract party brought a degree of
stability following the 2020 recession
and war with Azerbaijan. This allowed
the government to continue its demo-
cratic reform programme. However, de-
spite the improvement in the score, con-
cerns about Armenia’s democracy re-
main. The independence of the judiciary
is still in question and the opposition is
marginalized”, the report mentions.

The report ranks Azerbaijan
among the “authoritarian regimes”. The

Continued on page4
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Armen Grigoryan: Armenia is a Sovereign
Country and is Not Going to Join
Union State of Russia and Belarus

YEREVAN — The Secretary of
Armenia’s Security Council Armen
Grigoryan shrugged off today media
allegations that Armenia is preparing to
join the Union State of Russia and
Belarus.

Speaking to reporters aftera gov-
ernment meeting Grigoryan said .
“There is no such issue on Armenia’s
agenda, and if there is no such issue,
my position is that Armenia is a sover-
eign, democratic state and must re-
main as such.”

Some of Armenian pro-opposi-
tion dailies claimed earlier that the
draft agreement on Armenia’s acces-
sion to the Union State of Russia and
Belarus is to be ready by 2024.

In a televised interview broad-
cast earlier this week, Belarusian Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko predicted
that Moscow will cobble together a
bigger “union of sovereign states” with
common defense, national security and
economic systems over the next 10 to
15 years.

He said it will comprise not only
Russia and Belarus but also Central
Asian states, Armenia and even Ukraine.
Armenia will join the union because it
“hasnowhere to go,” claimed the long-
serving Belarusian strongman.

The remarks provoked a storm

of criticism in Armenia. The Foreign
Ministry on Tuesday summoned
Belarus’ ambassador in Yerevan and
said Lukashenko’s claims “have noth-
ing to do with Armenia and its foreign
policy.”

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
condemned Lukashenko on Wednes-
day, recalling his brutal crackdown on
opposition protesters following a dis-
puted presidential election held in
Belarus in 2020.

“There were [similar] events
in Armenia. But did you see me walk
in the streets with an assault rifle?”
Pashinyan said on the parliament
floor.

Armenian Prosecutors Initiate
Confiscation Process of Illegally Acquired
Assets of Three Individuals

YEREVAN
(Arka) — A local |
court in Yerevan ac- (S
cepted January 20, REHE
2022 the fourth law- §
suit submitted by
prosecutors demand-
ing the confiscation i
of assets deemed to
be illegally acquired [
byacrime boss Aram |
Vardanyan. o= ™

The list of il- * 2
legally acquired FE-E
property includes
10 apartments, residential houses,
a store, buildings in Yerevan, 4
land plots in Kotayk and Tavush
regions, 2 vehicles, the average
market value of which is esti-
mated at 870,997,100 drams
(about $1.8 million), as well as
260,298,106 drams (about $543.5
thousand) as a balance of ille-
gally-owned money.

“In the near future, the office
will also submit to courts other law-
suits demanding the confiscation of
illegal property owned by former
Minister of Environment Aram
Harutyunyan ($30 million), former
Police Chief Vladimir Gasparyan’
($5 million), National Security Ser-
vice officer Serob Harutyunyan($1
million),” the Office of Prosecutor
General said.

The law on seizure of illegally
acquired property was approved by
the parliament of Armenia in April

2020. It allows authorities to confis-
cate private properties and other as-
sets deemed to have been acquired
illegally.

More precisely, the law allows
prosecutors to investigate individuals
in case of having “sufficient grounds
to suspect” that the market value of
their assets exceeds their “legal in-
comes” by at least 50 million drams
($103,000

If such discrepancies are found
prosecutors can ask courts to nation-
alize those assets even if their owners
are not found guilty of corruption or
other criminal offenses.

Earlier, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan stated that from the position
of the European Court of Human
Rights, the seizure ofillegally acquired
property is a normal practice in the
fight against corruption and is not
considered a restriction on human
rights.
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Armenia and Iran to Further Strengthen
Economic Cooperation

YEREVAN — Armenia hopes to
further strengthen effective and friendly
relations with Iran for the welfare of
the two peoples and long-lasting peace
in the region, Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan said in the congratulatory
letter to his Iranian counterpart Hossein
Amir Abdollahian on the occasion of
the 30th anniversary of establishment
of Armenian-Iranian diplomatic rela-
tions.

In his message Mirzoyan par-
ticularly mentioned that the Armenian-
Iranian relations are based on close
and unbreakable cooperation, which is
based on mutual respect and has been
seasoned by the centuries-long history
full of challenges.

The Declaration on Establishment
of Diplomatic Relations between the
Republic of Armenia and the Islamic
Republic of Iran (IRI) was signed in
Tehran on February 9, 1992. In April
1992 the embassy of IRI was opened
in Yerevan and in December of the
same year the Armenian embassy was
opened in Tehran.

Iran was one of the first states to
recognize Armenia’s independence and
establish diplomatic relations with the
country. The bilateral relations have
dynamically been developing in vari-
ous fields over the last 30 years. The
two states have implemented a number
of joint projects, with the Iran-Arme-
nia gas main and power line construc-
tion being the major ones. The sides
are also committed to opening trans-
port corridors via their respective ter-
ritories, which will improve the na-
tions’ positions in the two people’s
interests, strengthen regional stability
and security.

Mr Hossein Amir-Abdollahian s
confident that, despite the progress,

the Armenian-Iranian relations have
greater potential. Obstacles must be
removed with immediate measures to
follow to realize the potential. In as-
sessing the 30-year-long period, Mr
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian stresses that
the latest processes in the South
Caucasus have created favorable con-
ditions for expansion of the Armenian-
Iranian cooperation, as well as for
multilateral regional cooperation. The
Iranian FM also pointed out official
Tehran’s intention to strengthen coop-
eration with Armenia both at the bilat-
eral and at the regional level.

Iran is one of the key foreign
policy and economic partners of Ar-
menia. Large infrastructure projects
are being implemented by the two coun-
tries in the fields of energy, transpor-
tation, agriculture, pharmaceuticals and
other sectors.

Of its four neighbors, Armenia
has open state borders only with Iran
and Georgia. The Iranian authorities
seek, among other things, to strengthen
trade and political ties with EEU coun-
tries through the territory of Armenia.

Accordingto official statistics, [ran
is Armenia’s third largest foreign trade
partner. In 2021 Armenia’s trade with
Iran amounted to $502.8 million, grow-
ing by 25.2% from the previous year.

Armenia’s National Security Service Uncovers
Espionage Network Arresting 19 Suspects

YEREVAN — The National Se-
curity Service has uncovered a spying
network established by foreign special
services that acted to the detriment of
the sovereignty, territorial integrity and
security of the Republic of Armenia.

The NSS says that as a result of
the investigation, irrefutable evidence
has been obtained that foreign special
services set up a spying network in the
territory of the Republic of Armenia,
which includes persons serving in dif-
ferent subdivisions of the Armed
Forces.

To carry out their activities un-
hindered and reduce the risks of dis-
closure, the persons who carried out
espionage activities created fake per-
sonal accounts on social networks
with the data of females and photos of
Armenian women.

After that, the representatives of
the foreign special services, who are
fluent in Armenian, established ac-
quaintances with people holding vari-
ous positions in the Armenian Armed
Forces and offered them to cooperate
for money, provide information on the
locations of military units, personnel,
weapons, ammunition, number and
type of military equipment, military

units, their command staff, defense
zones, engineering structures, equip-
ment, etc.

The identity of the mentioned
persons has been revealed, the volume
and content of other military informa-
tion provided by them to foreign spe-
cial services has been established.

About 30 searches were con-
ducted; items and documents signifi-
cant for the investigation, including
the originals, as well as proof of pay-
ment in currency were seized.

A total of 19 people have been
arrested on suspicion of high treason,
some have pled guilty.
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California Senate Passes Syunik Sister State
Resolution

SACRAMENTO, CA — Today,
Assemblymember Chris Holden
resolution’s, ACR 105, Sister state
relationship with the Province of
Syunik in Armenia has passed the Sen-
ate Floor. The resolution would estab-
lish sister state relationship between
California and the province of Syunik
in Armenia. Syunik is the southern-
most province in Armenia and has
profound historical and cultural sig-
nificance for Armenia and the world.
Itis one of the original provinces of the
ancient Kingdom of Armenia. [tis also
home to the Armenian Stonehenge
which dates to the bronze age and has
petroglyphs that are seven thousand
years old. Syunik is described by Ar-
menians as the backbone of Armenia,
as it is an essential to importing and
exporting goods from the south.

ACR 105 would reinforce
California’s solidarity with and sup-
port for the people of Syunik and will
facilitate mutually beneficial educa-
tional, economic, and cultural ex-

changes between the two states. The
resolution would also create a taskforce
with representatives from the commu-
nity of Syunik, government of Syunik,
government of California and commu-
nity partners of California.

“Strengthening the relationship
with Syunik comes at a critical time as
regional powers like Azerbaijan and
Turkey pose a threat to its existence
and livelihood. This resolution reaf-
firms California’s solidarity with Ar-
menia and our 1-million-strong com-
munity of California-Armenians,” said
Assemblymember Chris Holden.

“As an immigrant, this issue hits
close to home for me. I and many of
my constituents worry about the safety
of loved ones residing in that region.
By creating this sister-state relation-
ship with the Syunik Province, we will
do our part, albeit small, to share some
of the benefits of living here through
economic, educational, and cultural
engagement,” said Assemblymember
Adrin Nazarian, co-author of ACR 105.

Plaque Of Consuls General Of Armenia In
Los Angeles Unveiled

Low Uiseipuner 22 Fiwuinr Zeakausnoier
Cossurs Cenenar or mie Rerunuie o Ansooas v Los Avceves

GLENDALE —On February 6, in
accordance with the established pro-
tocol at the Armenian diplomatic mis-
sions, a plaque board of the Consuls
General of Armenia wasunveiled at the
chancery of the Consulate General,
which exhibits the photos and the ten-
ures of all the heads of the Armenian
diplomatic mission in Los Angeles.

The plaque board includes the
period from the establishment of the
Consulate General of Armenia in Janu-
ary 1995 to the present and will con-
tinue with succeeding Consuls Gen-
eral.

The unveiling of the plaque, initi-
ated by the present Consul General in
Los Angeles Ambassador Armen
Baibourtian, was attended by Ambas-
sador Armen Melkonian, Director of
the Middle East and Africa Department
of the Foreign Ministry of Armenia.
The latter was the Consul General of
Armenia in Los Angeles from 1998 to
2000.

The event was also attended by
Khachatur Khudikyan, who was at the
roots of the establishment of the Ar-
menian Consulate General in Los An-
geles.
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Armenia to Offer Special Grants to Scientists
From Foreign Countries Willing to Live and
Work in Armenia
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YEREVAN —Science funding in
Armenia grew 83% in 2022 compared
to 2021. In 2021, government funding
for science was 13,7 billion drams, but
in 2022 it reached 25,1 billion.

“Today, the science sector in
Armenia is more attractive than two
years ago,” the Deputy Chairman of
the Science Committee of Armenia
Artur Movsisyan said at a press con-
ference. “Along with funding increase,
the number of scientific grant tenders
also increased, therefore the participa-
tion of scientific groups has become
more active. The funding for procure-
ment of equipment used for scientific
projects also increased, meaning the
opportunities have increased and in-
terest for science grew.”

Further progress will be ensured,
however in the long-term perspective
the objective is to ensure the kind of
environment and development that
would make science have its contribu-
tion to economic development.

The Science Committee plans to
implementanumber of themed projects
inseveral directions. Opportunities will
be created for Armenian scientists to
travel abroad and train in the best
scientific organizations.

The next project envisages sup-
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port to a scientific group formed in
Armenia whose team leader will be
from abroad. The team leader must put
specific scientific objectives before
the group, select specialists through a
competition, monitor the work and
work in Armenia for several months
during the year.

The next project is the
“repopulation” grant, which envisages
work with ethnic Armenian or foreign
scientists abroad who want to live and
work in Armenia, create scientific
groups and laboratories.

“At this moment I find it difficult
to say what specific criteria will be
used to select the scientists, but I can
confirm that the branch of science will
be significant. The projects must be
aimed at strengthening the directions
of science which are either nonexist-
ent or weak in Armenia, for example
jurisprudence, political science, eco-
nomics and others,” he said.

He said the sector has serious
staffing problems because over the
years the number of scientists dropped.
The average age of scientists is high,
while the number of young scientists
entering the sphere is low. This is why
the government is taking measures to
involve specialists.

PM Pashinyan, EU Special Representative

Continued frompage 1

Azerbaijani border and ensure stabil-
ity. In particular, they exchanged views
on the meetings mediated by the Presi-
dent ofthe Russian Federation in Sochi,
the President of the European Council
in Brussels and the President of France,
as well as the results of the quadripar-
tite videoconference on February 4
and the implementation of the agree-
ments reached.

The importance of the entry of
the UNESCO mission and international
humanitarian organizations into the
Nagorno Karabakh conflict zone was
emphasized, given the threatening state-
ments made by Azerbaijan against the
Armenian cultural heritage and the steps
already taken to destroy a number of
Armenian monuments.

The need for the full implementa-
tion of the peace process under the
auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group
for the lasting settlement of the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict and the intensifica-
tion of the Co-Chairs’ activities was
stressed.

In July 2021, the European Union
approved the funding of five key pro-
grams for Armenia in the next 5 years
worth 2.6 billion euros. These funds will
be directed to 5 priority areas that were
identified in cooperation between the
government and the EU - assistance to
SMEs, construction of the North-South
highway and related infrastructures,
socio-economic development of the
southernregions of Armenia, digital gov-
ernance and stimulation of innovation,
as well as development of Yerevan as a
"green" and "smart" city

www.massispost.com
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Bedros Der Matossian Unveils
the Horrors of Adana in a New Book

The Horrors
of Adana

REVOLUTION AND VIOLENCE
IN THE

EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

a: &

Bedross Der Matossian

g 4 AW

After a decade of meticulous re-
search in more than 15 archives, Der
Matossian’s book on the Adana Mas-
sacres of 1909 has recently been pub-
lished in paperback, hardcover, and
kindle editions by Stanford University
Press (SUP). Titled The Horrors of
Adana: Revolution and Violence in the
Early Twentieth Century, the book
examines the 1909 twin massacres
that shook the province of Adana,
located in the southern Anatoliaregion
of modern-day Turkey, killing more
than 20,000 Armenians and 2,000 Mus-
lims. Images of Adana after the massa-
cres show unprecedented physical
destruction of a once prosperous city.
Local Armenian businesses, churches,
residences, and living quarters were
totally destroyed. The violence that
began in the city of Adana soon spread
across the province and poured be-
yond its borders eastward into the
province of Aleppo. In terms of the
number of victims, this was the third-
largest act of violence perpetrated at
the beginning of the twentieth century,
following only the Boxer rebellion
(1899-1901) and the genocide of
the Herero and Nama between 1904
and 1907 in the German colony of
southwest Africa. The central Otto-
man government immediately sent
investigation commissions and es-
tablished courts-martial to try the
perpetrators of the massacres. How-
ever, these courts failed to pros-
ecute the main culprits of the mas-
sacres—a miscarriage of justice that
would have repercussions in the
years to come.

The Horrors of Adana offers
one of the first close examinations
of these events, analyzing
sociopolitical and economic trans-
formations that culminated in a cata-
clysm of violence. Drawing on pri-
mary sources in a dozen languages,
the book provides an interdiscipli-
nary approach to understanding the
rumors and emotions, public spheres
and humanitarian interventions that
together informed this complex
event. Ultimately, through consid-
eration of the Adana Massacres in
micro-historical detail, The Horrors
of Adana presents an important
macrocosmic understanding of eth-
nic violence, illuminating how and
why ordinary people can become
perpetrators.

Despite the significance of these

events and the extent of violence and
destruction, the Adana Massacres are
often left out of historical narratives
especially in the historiographies of
Ottoman and Middle Eastern studies.
Denialists of the Armenian Genocide
continue to propagate the provocation
thesisregarding these massacres. They
view the “events” or the “disturbances”
of Adana as a failed uprising by Arme-
nians to bring in European interven-
tion with the aim of erecting the
Kingdom of Cilicia. Furthermore,
they normalize the resulting violence
as a natural byproduct of Armenian
“provocations”. Der Matossian of-
fers a necessary corrective to these
narratives by arguing that outbreaks
like the Adana massacres do not oc-
cur sui generis; they are caused by a
range of complex, intersecting fac-
tors that are deeply rooted in the
shifting local and national ground of
political and socioeconomic life. The
book also addresses the question of
how better to understand the Adana
massacres in relation to the Arme-
nian Genocide, while bearing in mind
their individual trajectories rather than
simply viewing the first event as
foreshadowing the second.

Bedross Der Matossian is the
Vice-Chair, Associate Professor of
Modern Middle East History, and Hy-
men Rosenberg Professor in Judaic
Studies the at Department of History
at the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln. He is also the President of the
Society for Armenian Studies (SAS).
Born and raised in Jerusalem, he is a
graduate of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. He completed his Ph.D.
in Middle East History in the Depart-
ment of Middle Eastern, South Asian,
and African Studies at Columbia Uni-
versity in 2008. From 2008 to 2010,
he was a Lecturer of Middle East
History at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT). He has
been appointed as the Dumanian Vis-
iting Professor in the University of
Chicago for Spring 2014. He is the
author and co-editor of multiple books
including the award-winning book
Shattered Dreams of Revolution:
From Liberty to Violence in the Late
Ottoman Empire (Stanford Univer-
sity Press, 2014).

To order the book visit the
Stanford University Press website:
https://www.sup.org/books/title/
?1d=26239
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Filmmaker and Composer Sarky Mouradian
has Passed Away

Sarky Mouradian a filmmaker,
television host, and music composer
has passed away on Thursday Febru-
ary 10, 2022. He was 91 years old.

Sarky Mouradian was born in
Beirutin 1931. Performing music since
age 16, he moved to Boston, Massa-
chusetts in 1955 to continue his educa-
tion in music. However, his main
passion had always been in film. In
1960, he moved to Los Angeles where
he attended “Theater of Arts” and be-
gan working in the film industry as an
actor and director. His films include,
Baghdasar Aghbar (1965), Sons of

Sassoun (1973), Tears of Happiness
(1975), Promise of Love (1978), and
The Forty Days of Musa Dagh (1982).
Mouradian established one of the first
Armenian television shows in Los An-
gelesin 1978 titled, Armenian Teletime,
where he hosted various Armenian
celebrity performers and politicians.
In 2016, he was awarded a gold medal
by the Ministry of Culture of the Re-
public of Armenia.

Mouradian leaves behind alegacy
spanning decades. His influence on
Armenian television, music, and film
in America will never be forgotten.

Economist Intelligence Unit Ranks Armenia

Continued frompage 1

public discontent in Azerbaijan has
intensified, and the ruling regime has
responded with repression. This has
led to the further rooting of undemo-
cratic actions and the suppression of
dissent.

Turkey's total score has been
steadily declining over the past de-
cade. According to the report, it re-
flects the authoritarian ruling of Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the wide-
spread corruption has undermined trust
towards the government.

Out of 167 countries included in
the survey by EIU, only 21 countries
have been put under the category of
full democracy while 53 are included

under the flawed democracy category.

Thirty-four countries are counted
among hybrid democracies and 59 are
authoritarian governments. The score
for 74 countries showed a decline on
the democracy index compared to 2020.
The report says that more than one-
third of the world’s population live
under authoritarian rule.

Norway is ranked at the top of
the democracy index followed by New
Zealand, Finland and Iceland. Afghani-
stan occupies the bottom place in the
index followed by Myanmar and North
Korea in 2nd and 3rd position from the
bottom.

The ranking is decided based on
60 indicators grouped into these five
categories on a scale of 1-10.

Artsakh FM: Azerbaijan Has Declared War

Continued frompage 1

cades, the international community
represented by the UN, in response to
the increasing number of cases of
deliberate destruction of cultural monu-
ments during conflicts across the
world, has developed a position ac-
cording to which the destruction of
cultural sites is a war crime and amounts
to acts of terrorism.

The creation in Azerbaijan of a
special commission tasked with chang-
ing the appearance of Armenian cul-
tural and religious monuments and with
their subsequent appropriation is a gross
violation of the order of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice on provisional
measures, which require official Baku
to prevent and punish acts of vandal-
ism and desecration of the Armenian

cultural heritage, including, but not
limited to, churches and other places
of worship, monuments, landmarks,
cemeteries and artefacts. The order of
the International Court of Justice is
binding on Azerbaijan. The refusal to
implement it demonstrates Baku’s in-
tention to undermine, albeit at a local
level, the system of international rela-
tions that ensures international peace
and security.

We once again call on the world
community and specialized interna-
tional organizations to urgently take all
necessary measures to make Azerbaijan
comply with its international obliga-
tions to preserve and respect the cul-
tural heritage of the Armenian people
and to fully implement the order of the
International Court of Justice on pro-
visional measures.’
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Norayr Daduryan Armeno-Turkish

Translation Services

From Armeno-Turkish to Armenian and English languages.
Bring your family's history back to life!
Family letters, postcards, diaries, and more...

Please reach out for quotes
Website: norayr.daduryan.com
Email: norayrdaduryan@gmail.com
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