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Azerbaijan Continues Violating Human
Rights of Residents of Armenia and Artsakh
— Mirzoyan Tells UN

GENEVA -- Apart from
Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijan con-
tinues its policy of human rights
abuses now on the borderline areas
of the Republic of Armenia, wherein
the civilian population suffers from
constant provocative actions of armed
forces of Azerbaijan, Armenian For-
eign Minister said today speaking at
the High-level Segment of the 49th
session of the Human Rights Council
in Geneva.

“This aggressive policy is ac-
companied by the overt violations of
international humanitarian law. After
16 months of ceasefire in place
Azerbaijan continues to hold 38 Arme-
nian prisoners of war, including civil-
ians, while the fate of hundreds of
missing persons and dozen cases of
enforced disappearances remain
unclarified,” Mirzoyan said.

Continued on page4

Turkey, Armenia Hold
Second Normalization Talks in Vienna

VIENNA -- Special envoys of
Turkey and Armenia held a second
round of talks for the normalization of
ties on February 24 in Vienna to re-
store relations between the two neigh-
boring countries.

In virtually identical statements,
the Turkish and Armenian foreign min-
istries gave few details of the talks held
by veteran Turkish diplomat Serdar
Kilic and Ruben Rubinyan, a deputy
speaker of the Armenian parliament.

“The Special Representatives
confirmed that the ultimate goal of the
negotiations is to achieve full normal-
ization between Turkey and Armenia,
as agreed during their first meeting in
Moscow [on January 14,]” read the
statements.

“They exchanged views on pos-
sible concrete steps that can be mutu-
ally taken to that end and reiterated
their agreement to continue the pro-
cess without preconditions.”

The normalization process sug-
gests the establishment of diplomatic
ties, the opening of sealed borders, and
starting economic, trade and transpor-
tation projects between the two na-
tions.

There was no word on the date
and venue of the next round of the
talks between Kilic and Rubinyan.

As part of confidence-building
measures, Turkey and Armenia re-
sumed charter flights between Istanbul
and Yerevan, while Armenia lifted an
embargo on Turkish goods.

PM Pashinyan Calls for Prompt Measures
to Offset Impact of Western Sanctions
on Russia

[ PECNYBNMKA
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NUR SULTAN — Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan on Friday signaled
concerns over the economic impact of
Western sanctions, imposed on Russia
over its invasion of Ukraine, on other
members of the Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU), including Armenia.

Speaking atameeting ofthe EEU
Intergovernmental Council in
Kazakhstan, Pashinyan proposed that
prompt measures be taken to offset the
consequences of a long list of anti-
Russian sanctions approved by the
collective West following Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine.

The sanctions cover the financial
sector, the energy and transport sec-
tors, dual-use goods as well as export
control and export financing, visa
policy.

“Of course, it is obvious that
sanctions actions will have a direct
impact on the economic climate in the
Eurasian space,” Pashinyan said. “In
this regard, we must discuss what

operational decisions need to be made
to ensure that these negative effects
are minimal or, if possible, circumvent
them through appropriate decisions.”

Citing official data, the Armenian
prime minister recalled that the past
year’s totals appeared to be quite posi-
tive, although it was also a crisis year,
but the total volume of trade among the
members of the Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU) has grown.

“It is very important to note that
there is a potential for expanding the
Eurasian economic space and there are
observer countries with which we are
effectively cooperating. And there is
still some interest from other countries
to start rapprochement with the Eur-
asian Economic Union,” he said.

“We are in a period now of tan-
gible geopolitical, tectonic processes.
In this context, of course, the Eurasian
Economic Union is a very important
format for the development of the
economies of our countries,” he said.

Russian Tech Companies Relocating to
Armenia, According to Economy Minister

YEREVAN — Armenian
Economy Minister Vahan Kerobyan
claimed on Tuesday that Russian tech
companies are moving operations to
Armenia to evade crippling Western
sanctions imposed on Russia over its
invasion of Ukraine.

“About a dozen companies have
already effectively relocated, while
several others are on their way,” he
said, adding that many others want to
do the same.

Kerobyan did not name any of
those Russian firms or give details of
their alleged relocation. He said only
that most of them are involved in the
tech sector and oriented towards “the
Western markets.”

“The latest restrictions do not
allow them to do the job from their
country,” said the minister.

Russian tech professionals inter-
viewed by RFE/RL’s Armenian Ser-
vice confirmed Kerobyan’s claims. One

LCTBO
APMEHIA

of them, Samson Karapetyan, is a 25-
year-old system data analyst who
moved from Moscow to Yerevan re-
cently.

“I have friends, not just ethnic
Armenians, who are planning to move
to Armenia,” said Karapetyan. “There

Continued on page4
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PM Pashinyan and President Macron Discuss
Karabakh and International Developments

YEREVAN — French President
Emmanuel Macron and Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan discussed
the situation in the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict zone in a phone call on Tues-
day.

“The sides touched upon the situ-
ation around Nagorno-Karabakh and
the strengthening of security and sta-
bility in the South Caucasus region,”
reported the Armenian government’s
press office. It did not give any details.

A statement released by the of-
fice said the two men also discussed
the agenda of Pashinyan’s upcoming
visit to Paris which will be timed to
coincide with a “French-Armenian
cooperation forum” to be held there.

Macron and Pashinyan further
“exchanged views on processes tak-
ing place in the international arena,”
the statement added in an apparent

reference to the escalating war in
Ukraine.

Like other Western leaders, Ma-
cron has strongly condemned Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine and backed the
European Union’s tough sanctions
against Moscow. He phoned Russian
President Vladimir Putin on Monday in
another attempt to stop the hostilities.

Armenia has still not officially
reacted to the large-scaled military
assault launched by its main ally.

Pashinyan spoke with Putin by
phone on Saturday. Official Russian
and Armenian sources did not mention
Ukraine in their statements on the call.
The Kremlin said they continued to
discuss “practical aspects” of imple-
menting Armenian-Azerbaijani agree-
ments brokered by Moscow during
and after the 2020 war in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Armenian, Russian Defense Ministers
Discuss Bilateral, Multilateral Cooperation

MOSCOW — Russian Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu and his Arme-
nian counterpart Suren Papikyan dis-
cussed in Moscow on Friday the pros-
pects for enhancement of bilateral co-
operation, the Russian Ministry of
Defense reported.

Defense Minister Papikyan reaf-
firmed Armenia’s commitment to
closer military ties with Russia and
spoke of “new challenges and threats”
facing the two allied countries.

“I can assure you that I will do
my best to further develop Russian-
Armenian defense cooperation,” the
Russian Defense Ministry quoted him
as telling Shoigu at the start of their
talks.

“Obviously, all these challenges
and threats facing our states can be
overcome only by acting together,”

Papikyan said.

Shoigu was said to thank Arme-
nian authorities (Armenia is chairing
the Collective Security Treaty Organi-
zation) for a prompt and very impor-
tant decision to send CSTO peace-
keepers to Kazakhstan earlier this year,
which according to Shoigu ‘allowed
us to quite vigorously and very effec-
tively help our Kazakh colleagues in
resolving the critical situation.”

It was Papikyan’s first visit to
Russia in the captaincy of Armenia’s
defense minister. He noted that “in this
context, the meeting at the level of
defense ministers of the allied states is
of particular importance.”

The discussions also touched
upon the ongoing reforms and mod-
ernization of the Armenian Armed
Forces.

March 5, 2022

Chief of General Staff of Armenia’s Armed
Forces Dismissed

YEREVAN -- The chief of the
Armenian army’s General Staff, Lieu-
tenant-General Artak Davtyan, and four
other generals were dismissed on
Thursday through presidential decrees
initiated by Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian.

The Armenian government gave
no reasons for the sacking of Davtyan,
one of his deputies, Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Andranik Makaryan, as well as the
commanders of the army’s artillery
and engineer units and the head of a
General Staff division dealing with
army morale.

All ofthe generals except Davtyan
were replaced later in the day. The
government did not immediately name
a new army chief.

In what appears to be a related
development, the chiefs of Armenia’s
military intelligence and rear services
were relieved of their duties last week.

Pashinyan installed Davtian as
chief of the General Staff in March
2021. The previous holder of the top
military position, Colonel-General Onik
Gasparyan, was fired after he and four
dozen other high-ranking officers ac-
cused Pashinyan’s government of in-
competence and misrule and demanded
its resignation.

Davtyan was widely expected to
be sacked after being indicted last fall
inacriminal investigation into supplies
of allegedly faulty ammunition to the
country’s armed forces.

Two other generals as well as
former Defense Minister Davit
Tonoyan and a private arms dealer
were arrested as part of the same
criminal case in September. They
and Davtyan were charged with
fraud and embezzlement that cost
the state almost 2.3 billion drams
($4.7 million).

Many Armenians Are Trying to Leave
Ukraine as Fighting Rages on

KYIV — Many Armenians are
desperate to flee Ukraine in the face of
Russia’s continuing military assault, a
leader of the local Armenian commu-
nity said on Monday.

Norik Grigoryan, the head of the
Kyiv branch of the Union of Arme-
nians of Ukraine, confirmed that get-
ting out of the country is becoming
increasingly difficult and dangerous.
Neither he nor the Armenian Foreign
Ministry could say how many Arme-
nians have taken refuge in neighboring
states or in Armenia.

The ministry announced on Sat-
urday that Armenian nationals do not
need Schengen visas to enter Ukraine’s
European Union neighbors: Poland,
Slovakia, Hungary and Romania. It
also said Armenia is ready to receive
them and is now exploring “other op-
tions for evacuating them.”

“We are advising everyone to
stay put until things stabilize because
traveling is now harder than staying,”
Grigoryan told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service from Kyiv. “At the same time,
we try to escort those people who
decide to get out.”

“On the way to the [western
Ukrainian] cities of Vinnitsa,
Khmelnitsky and Ternopol we provide
them with accommodation for one
night so that they can keep moving
towards the border in the morning,
after the curfew,” he said.

Estimates of the number of eth-

nic Armenians who lived in Ukraine
before the Russian invasion vary from
100,000 to 400,000. Only half of them
are said to hold Ukrainian passports.

Some Armenians live in the
breakaway Donetsk and Luhansk re-
gions run by pro-Russian regimes.

According to Father Narek, an
Armenian priest based there, up to 100
local Armenian families have fled to
neighboring Russia over the past week.
“Their men came back because their
departure is strictly prohibited [due to
a general mobilization,]” he said by
phone.

Many others, he said, also re-
main in the two self-proclaimed repub-
lics involved in the Russian offensive.
“People stay in their homes. They run
to bomb shelters when air raid sirens
go off,” added the clergyman.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
indicated last week that despite the
looming threat of a Russian invasion it
has no plans to evacuate the embassy
or the Armenian consulate general in
the Ukrainian city of Odessa.

The ministry said on Wednesday
that Yerevan regards both Russia and
Ukraine as “friendly countries” and
hopes that they will resolve their stand-
off through “diplomatic dialogue.” It
did not immediately react to what Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin called "a
special military operation" against
Ukraine launched the following morn-
ing.
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Armenophobia and Threat of Use of Force
Remain Azerbaijan’s State Policy — MFA
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YEREVAN --The Armenian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs has issued a
statement on the 34th anniversary of
the massacres of Armenians in Sumgait.
The statement reads:

34 years ago, on February 27-29,
with the organization of the Soviet
Azerbaijani authorities and the conniv-
ance of law enforcement, the massa-
cres of the Armenian population in the
city of Sumgait were carried out, re-
sulting in the killing of hundreds of
Armenians, including women, children,
elderly, and forcible displacement of
thousands.

Mass killings and tortures against
the Armenians, that were aimed at
forcibly suppressing the democratic
expression of will of the Armenian of
Artsakh and the exercise of their in-
alienable right to self-determination on
the basis of existing legal mechanisms,
later continued in Baku, Kirovabad,
and other settlements of Azerbaijan
with Armenian population. Azerbaijan
responded to the expression of the will
of the people of Nagorno-Karabakh to
free and secure life in their homeland
by carrying out a policy of collective
punishment against Armenians, which
later turned into full-scale war un-
leashed against the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh.

The massacres of Armenians in
Sumgait received a wide international

response. A relevant condemning reso-
lution was adopted by the European
Parliament.

In continuation of the same
policy, the Azerbaijani armed forces
carried out a complete ethnic cleans-
ing of all Armenian settlements fallen
under their control during the aggres-
sion against Artsakh on September 27,
2020, taking cruel revenge on many
detained civilians, prisoners of war,
destroying, vandalizing Armenian cul-
tural and religious monuments and sanc-
tuaries.

The decision of the UN Interna-
tional Court of Justice on the applica-
tion of provisional measures within the
framework of the “International Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Racial Discrimination” issued on
December 7, 2021, demonstrated the
fact that more than three decades after
the Sumgait atrocities Azerbaijan con-
tinues its policy of racial hatred to-
wards Armenians and the destruction
of the Armenian cultural heritage.

Today, we pay tribute to the
memory of the innocent victims of the
mass atrocities in Sumgait and other
settlements, and emphasize that
Armenophobia and the threat of use of
force remain Azerbaijan’s state policy,
which clearly contradicts the regional
and international efforts aimed atapeace-
ful, developing and sustainable region.

Adam Schiff Commemorates
34th Anniversary of the Sumgait and Baku
Pogroms

WASHINGTON, DC — Con-
gressman Adam Schiff has entered a
statement into the Congressional
Record commemorating the 34th anni-
versary of the Sumgait and Baku pro-
grams.

Following is the full text of the
statement:

Yesterday, we marked the 34th
anniversary of the Sumgait and Baku
pogroms. Beginning on February 27,
1988, and for three days following,
Azerbaijani mobs assaulted and killed
Armenians —leaving hundreds of civil-
ians dead and injured and women and
girls were raped. Some victims were
thrown from windows and burned
alive. Tens of thousands were forced
to flee.

After two years, it was estimated
that only 40,000 of the 250,000 Arme-
nian residents of Baku remained in
Azerbaijan. On January 13, 1990, or-

ganized Azerbaijani mobs turned on
them, too, killing hundreds and injur-
ing many more.

The pogroms came as a direct
result of years of vicious, racist anti-
Armenian propaganda by Azerbaijani
authorities, dehumanizing the Arme-
nianresidents of Azerbaijan and laying
the groundwork for mass violence.
Azerbaijani authorities made little ef-
fort to punish those responsible, in-
stead attempting to cover up the atroci-
ties and deny the government’s role in
instigating the attacks.

As we reflect on yesterday’s an-
niversary, we honor the victims of this
ghastly injustice and pledge to speak
out against hatred so that history will
not repeat itself. But tragically, more
than three decades later, that is exactly
what has happened. Beginning on Sep-
tember 27, 2020, and over 44 days,
Azerbaijani forces once again targeted
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Iranian Embassy in Armenia
Responds to Azeri MP’s False Claims
About Blue Mosque in Yerevan

IRl Embassy, Armenia
@iraninyerevan

Who can read them?
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YEREVAN — Iranian diplomats
and clerics have criticized Azerbaijani
lawmakers for claiming that a 18th
century Shia mosque in Yerevan man-
aged by Iran is an Azerbaijani monu-
ment.

The two pro-government law-
makers arrived in Armenia earlier this
week to attend a session of a parlia-
mentary assembly of the European
Union and ex-Soviet states involved in
the EU’s Eastern Partnership program.

While in Yerevan, they also vis-
ited the city’s Blue Mosque and later
posted on social media photographs of
themselves sanding at its picturesque
courtyard. Both men wrote that the
Muslim shrine is the “sole Azerbaijani
monument” preserved in the Armenian
capital and expressed confidence that
its “real masters” will be able to pray
there soon.

The Iranian Embassy in Armenia
hit back at the Azerbaijani deputies on
Wednesday in a series of tweets writ-
ten in Armenian, Persian and English.
It also posted photographs of Persian-
language inscriptions on the walls of
the mosque and adjacent structures.

“The Blue Mosque, a symbol of
Iranian art, has been active again in the
last 3 decades as the praying and con-
gregation place of Muslims residing in
Armenia and a touristic attraction,”
wrote the embassy.

The Blue Mosque, a symbol of Iranian art, has been
active again in the last 3 decades as the praying and
congregation place of Muslims residing in Armenia and
a touristic attraction. A great pleasure that its
centuries-old Persian epigraphy has been preserved!

“A great pleasure that its centu-
ries-old Persian epigraphy has been
preserved! Who can read them?” it
said in English.

Mahmoud Movahedifar, an Ira-
nian clergyman serving there, made
the same point as he showed RFE/RL
journalists around the mosque on
Thursday. He insisted that it has dis-
tinctive features of Iran’s traditional
Islamic architecture.

“What language is this: Persian or
Azeri?” he asked. “Even if there was a
single tile here with an Azerbaijani in-
scription we would recognize that fact.”

“If those gentlemen claim that
this is an Azerbaijani mosque then let
them show one trace of Azerbaijani
history here,” he said.

The Blue Mosque was builtin 1766
at a time when most of the territory of
modern-day Armenia was part of the
Persian Empire. It was shut down by
Soviet Armenian authorities in the mid-
1920s. Its buildings and courtyard were
used for mostly secular purposes in the
following decades, up until the collapse
of the Soviet Union.

The mosque complex was re-
opened as a religious institution in
1996 after being thoroughly renovated
by the Iranian government in line with
an agreement with Yerevan’s munici-
pal administration. It now also houses
an Iranian library and cultural center.

and murdered innocent Armenians in
Nagorno-Karabakh, also known as
Artsakh, and displaced tens of thou-
sands more. Today, Azerbaijani ag-
gression against the people of Armenia
and Artsakh continues. Armenian sol-
diers are still illegally detained and
subject to torture while thousands of
civilians still live in danger. Religious
and cultural Armenian sites that have
fallen under Azerbaijani control are
under constant threat.

These are the horrific conse-
quences when aggression and hatred
grow unchecked — and it is why,
whether these crimes against human-
ity occurred one year, thirty years, or
a hundred years ago, we can never
allow them to go unrecognized. More

than that, it is why the United States
must fully step into its role as a de-
fender of democracy and peace around
the world. We must not relent in our
calls for the safe and unconditional
release of the remaining Armenian pris-
oners of war and captured civilians,
for the end of U.S. assistance to the
Aliyev regime, and for stronger efforts
to support democracy in Armenia and
a free, independent Artsakh.

So let us pause to remember
those who suffered in the atrocities of
the Sumgait and Baku programs. But
let us also recommit ourselves and our
nation to doing everything we can,
today, to bring liberation to our Arme-
nian brothers and sisters abroad, once
and for all.
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Teach For Armenia and the American
University of Armenia Partner to Expand
Educational Opportunities

YEREVAN -- Teach For Arme-
nia and the American University of
Armenia (AUA) launched their part-
nership to expand educational oppor-
tunities for Teach For Armenia staff.
Teach For Armenia will provide its
employees tuition scholarships to pur-
sue graduate degrees and certificate
programs at AUA. As one of Armenia’s
leading universities, AUA is thrilled to
support this initiative by offering TFA
staff the opportunity to pursue one of
its graduate programs in business, eco-
nomics, the humanities, social sci-
ences, health sciences, and engineer-
ing.

“At Teach For Armenia, we be-
lieve that people are our greatest re-
source and that there is no greater
investment than our people. As an
organization, it is our responsibility to
provide our staff with opportunities to
grow professionally and personally,”
said Larisa Hovannisian, Founder and
CEO of Teach For Armenia.

Founded in 2013, Teach For Ar-
menia recruits and trains recent col-
lege graduates and professionals to
teach in rural communities in Armenia
and Artsakh for a period of two years.
In this way, the organization works to
alleviate Armenia’s critical teacher
shortage and increase the quality of

education nationwide. For nearly a
decade, Teach For Armenia has
partnered with local universities to
allow program participants to earn a
Master’s Degree in Education in paral-
lel with their teaching placements.

“We are pleased to partner with
Teach For Armenia on this initiative,”
said AUA President Dr. Karin Markides.
“By offering its members the opportu-
nity to benefit from higher education,
Teach For Armeniais doing something
which should be very much cel-
ebrated.”

By collaborating with institutions
of higher education in Armenia, Teach
For Armenia seeks to create educa-
tional opportunities for its staff and
program participants. In September
2022, Teach For Armenia and Yerevan
State University’s Center for Peda-
gogy and Education Development will
launch a Master’s Program in Teacher
Leadership for Educational Equity. By
offering high-quality instruction online,
we will lower the barrier to pursuing a
graduate degree in education and in-
crease the number of people entering
the profession. The program empha-
sizes the need for system-wide trans-
formation through innovative teaching
practices and leadership in the class-
room.

Russian Tech Companies Relocating

Continued from page 1

are also many companies that are fully
relocating from Moscow to Yerevan
because things are quieter and more
stable here and the [Armenian] dram is
more stable than the [Russian] ruble.”

An engineer working for a Rus-
sian tech firm has already booked flight
to Yerevan. She said she decided to
emigrate from Russia not only for
economic reasons but also in protest
against her country’s attack on Ukraine.

“Our company promised to help
those employees who are planning to
leave but they didn’t say how,” said
the young woman, who did not want
to be identified. “That is why I'm
leaving on my own.”

Yevgeny, a Russian software en-
gineer, is also planning to relocate in
Armenia. He said he is confident about
finding ajob in the country’s burgeoning
information technology (IT) sector em-

ploying an estimated 20,000 people.

“My choice was between Arme-
nia and Serbia,” he explained. “In both
countries attitudes towards Russians
are good ... There is no language
barrier and local cultures are under-
standable. But my guess is that Arme-
nia is now more inclined to receive
technology specialists.”

The sanctions imposed by the
United States and the European Union
include measures aimed at restricting
Russia’s access to high technology
and complicating Russian companies’
financial transactions abroad.

Kerobyan claimed that some
Ukrainian firms are also showing an
interest in setting up shop in Armenia
but did not name them either. He said
the Armenian Ministry of Economy
has already set up a working group
tasked with facilitating the relocation
of Russian, Ukrainian and other for-
eign entities.
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COAF & Embassy of Japan to Transform
Public Transportation in Lori Region

YEREVAN — Children of Arme-
nia Fund (COAF) and the Embassy of
Japan in Armenia signed the Grant
Agreement for the “Project for Provi-
sion of Public Bus in Lori Province” on
March 01, providing grant aid of
$90,000+ to promote more sustainable
transportation in Armenia’s Lori re-
gion through a new, disabled-friendly
bus, an expanded network of transport
routes, and the renovation of poor
transportation infrastructure.

Hosted by the RA Ministry of
Territorial Administration and Infra-
structure, the signing ceremony was
launched with a series of welcome
remarks by the Minister of Territorial
Administration and Infrastructure Gnel
Sanosyan, the Ambassador of Japan to
Armenia H.E. Mr. Masanori Fukushima,
and COAF Managing Director Korioun
Khatchadourian.

The public transportation system
in Armenia’s northern Lori region is
rudimentary and insecure, offering
residents access to one dilapidated bus
that connects Dsegh and the region’s
capital, Vanadzor, only once a day
without passing through the villages
along the route. The self-initiative of
the local bus driver, who has replaced
the old bus with a new one, coupled
with the new, state-of-the-art bus
provided in the scope of this initiative,
allows for the establishment of an
efficient transport route that runs at
hourly intervals, connecting seven
communities along the Dsegh-
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Vanadzor path, with integrated stops
atthe COAF SMART Center in Debet
village and the forthcoming SMART
Health Center in Dsegh.

The advantages of upgrading the
transportation system in Lori reach far
beyond ensuring mobility: the provi-
sion of a new bus extends the accessi-
bility of public transportation to people
with disabilities; improves rural resi-
dents’ access to new markets, stimu-
lating competition across the region;
and facilitates the shift from private
vehicle to public transport, ensuring
eco-friendly, safe, and economical trav-
els. Moreover, to ensure that local
interests and concerns are adequately
taken into account, COAF, the con-
solidated community of Pambak, and
the community-based non-profit or-
ganization (CNO) have concentrated
their efforts on furthering the
community’s interests through the in-
teractive exchange of expertise.

The offer of a developed trans-
port system goes hand in hand with the
offer of sound, modern transportation
infrastructure, including all related
equipment such as at-stop signages
displaying real-time information. In
2021, COAF took the first successful
step in this direction by building anew,
well-equipped bus stop in the
organization’s flagship SMART Vil-
lage, Debet. Going forward, the bus
stations of four additional communi-
ties will be renovated with potential for
further geographic expansion.

Azerbaijan Continues Violating

Continued frompage 1

“The plight of people to whom
the UN does not have access should
not be forgotten. The people of
Nagorno-Karabakh should not be dis-
criminated because of their origin,
language, religion, political or other
opinion, national origin or other sta-
tus. We strive to achieve the safe,
dignified and voluntary return of the
Armenians to their ancestral homes in
all parts of Nagorno-Karabakh,”
Mirzoyan said.

He said the provisional measures
put forward by the International Court
of Justice on December 7, 2021 which
instructs Azerbaijan to cease racist
and discriminatory policies against
Armenians including destruction and
vandalism of the Armenian cultural
heritage should be unconditionally
implemented.

“These measures come to prove
the Anti-Armenian policies of
Azerbaijan including its bellicose rheto-
ric, depriving the people of their means
of subsistence, constantly terrorizing
Armenian population and threatening
with new use of force. Only by ur-
gently addressing these issues will we
be able to ensure stability, peace, jus-
tice and protection of universal human
rights in our region,” he said.

Onthe sidelines ofthe 49th High-
Level Session of the UN Human Rights
Council in Geneva, Mirzoyan met with
UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights Michel Bachelet.

Minister Mirzoyan stressed that
Armenian prisoners of war and civil-
ians are still being illegally detained in
Azerbaijan, and official Baku refuses
to release and return them, grossly
violating international law.
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Email: norayrdaduryan@gmail.com
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