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Rights of Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh
Must Be Addressed to Achieve
Comprehensive Peace: FM Mirzoyan

YEREVAN — While Armenia
considers the latest five-point pro-
posal by Azerbaijan for starting peace
talks to be acceptable, it still believes
that it fails to fully address the possible
peace agenda, the country’s foreign
minister has said.

“Ultimately, there is nothing in-
admissiblein Azerbaijan’s proposal that
was passed to Yerevan on March 10
except that these issues do not fully
address the possible agenda of com-
prehensive peace between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, and our answers were
aimed at completing that agenda,”
Ararat Mirzoyan said in the National
Assembly on Monday.

Armenia’s Foreign Ministry said
on March 14 that it had applied to the
OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs (the
United States, Russia and France) re-
questing that they organize Armenian-
Azerbaijani negotiations on a peace
treaty “on the basis of the UN Charter,

the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, and the Helsinki Final
Act.”

“We consider the rights of the
Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh and
the addressing ofthe status of Nagorno-

Continued onpage3

Losses of the Armenian Side in the 44-Day
War: 3,822 Killed 208 Missing and 38 Still in
Azerbaijani Captivity

YEREVAN — Armenia’s Inves-
tigative Committee has published to-
day the updated data on the losses of
the Armenian side in the 44-day war in
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone
in 2020 autumn, saying 3,822 people
were killed and 187 servicemen and 21
civilians were still missing.

As of now, 150 military person-
nel and civilians have been returned
home from Azerbaijani captivity, it
said.

According to FM Ararart
Mirzoyan, Azerbaijan continues to
illegally hold Armenian servicemen
and civilians hostages.

“Armenia continues to raise the
issue of immediate release of the pris-
oners of war, captives and other de-
tainees in different international for-
mats,” the Foreign Minister noted.

He said there 38 Armenians are
still held captive in Azerbaijan, three

are civilians.

“The issue was on the agenda of
the session of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe in
April 2021, the decision of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights on indica-
tion of interim measures also remains
in force. On May 20, 2021, the Euro-
pean Parliament adopted a resolution
calling forimmediate release and repa-
triations of Armenian captives,” the
Foreign Minister said.

He noted that the President of the
European Commission, the Spokes-
person for the Foreign and Security
Policy, more than 100 Members of the
European Parliament have also ad-
dressed the issue.

Minister Mirzoyan said the work
in that direction continued and added
that “there cannot be any international
meeting of any level where the issue
would not be raised.”

Pashinyan, Putin Discuss Karabakh
in Phone Call

YEREVAN — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan discussed
the situation around Nagorno-Karabakh
and other issues in a telephone conver-
sation with Russian President Vladimir
Putin reported on Wednesday.

The transcript of the call released
by Pashinyan’s press office said that
the two leaders, in particular, dis-
cussed the process of implementing
agreements reached by Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Russia and included in
their trilateral statements of November
9,2020, January 11 and November 26,
2021.

Pashinyan and Putin also report-
edly discussed Armenia’s application
to the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs,
including Russia, for the organization
of talks on a peace treaty with

Azerbaijan.

“The leaders of Armenia and
Russia exchanged views on the Arme-
nian-Turkish dialogue, recent regional
developments and the situation around
Ukraine. Issues related to the forth-
coming official visit of the prime min-
ister of Armenia to the Russian Fed-
eration were also discussed,” the press
release said.

In an unrelated development
Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov hailed the process of Turkish-
Armenian normalization as he hosted
his Turkish counterpart Mevlut
Cavusoglu in Moscow on Wednesday.

“We welcome the course towards
the normalization of these bilateral ties
between the two neighboring coun-
tries,” Lavrov said.

Arsine Kaloustian Appointed as
ACA’s Communications Director

WASHINGTON, DC — The Ar-
menian Council of America (ACA) is
pleased to announce the appointment
of Arsine Kaloustian, a veteran com-
munity engagement, marketing, and
communications specialist, as ACA’s
Communications Director. In thisrole,
Kaloustian will oversee all communi-
cations and public relations efforts for
ACA.

“We are very excited to welcome
Arsine aboard as she leads our national
communications team” remarked ACA
Chairman Sevak Khatchadorian. “Her
extensive experience not only with
Armenian-related issues but with jour-
nalism and communication in a profes-
sional capacity will be a great asset to
our organization.”

Arsine Kaloustian is the Editor in
Chief of both Palm Beach Social Diary
and Sojourn Hamptons magazines,
covering the arts, food, design, cul-
ture, music, and fashion that exem-
plify the affluent lifestyle. She has
spent over 15 years working in mar-
keting, and has a wealth of experience
writing for both C-level executives
and publications.

Arsine has been an integral leader
in the Armenian community over the
last two decades. She is the Co-Founder

of FLArmenians.com, the largest Ar-
menian American media outlet in the
Southeast U.S. She previously served
as the Florida Chair of the Armenian
Assembly of America, as Global Social
Media Director of the Society for Or-
phaned Armenian Relief, and as the
Chair of ‘Return to Asbury’ Kef Week-
end in Asbury Park, NJ.

“l am grateful for the opportu-
nity to continue advancing ACA’s mis-
sion during this important time in Ar-
menian history,” Kaloustian said. “As

Continued on page3
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Defense Minister Suren Papikyan Visits
Syunik Border Posts

YEREVAN— Armenian Defense
Minister Suren Papikyan has paid a
working visit to the country’s south-
ern Syunik province where deaths of
two conscripts in separate incidents
were reported earlier this week.

During the visit, which the De-
fense Ministry’s press office said took
place on March 17, Papikyan also trav-
eled to the border area where local
residents claimed Azerbaijan had moved
its military positions into Armenian
territory.

According to the official report,
while visiting Syunik the defense min-
ister met with local officers to discuss
the recent incidents involving con-
scripts.

Papikyan reportedly stressed that
such incidents were a result of the vio-
lation of discipline in some units as well
as an “insufficient moral and psycho-
logical level of individual servicemen.”

“After listening to the reports of
the officers responsible for the inci-
dents, the defense minister instructed
that the commander of the military unit
take the necessary measures to ex-
clude such cases in the future,” the
report said.

The Investigative Committee on
Thursday launched criminal cases over
the deaths of two conscripts in non-
combat conditions in Kapan and
Meghri. Both were found dead with
gunshot wounds. At least in one of the

cases investigators suspect a suicide,
but do not exclude outside influence
on the soldier’s decision to take his
own life.

During the visit Papikyan also
reportedly traveled to the border area
adjacent to the village of Nerkin Hand
in the southeast of Syunik where the
commander of the local military unit,
Major-General Artak Budaghyan pre-
sented to him the current situation.

The mayor of Nerkin Hand and
other residents of the village told RFE/
RL’s Armenian Service on March 15
that Azerbaijani servicemen had moved
800-900 meters deep into the adminis-
trative territory of the community, set
up five tents and began digging trenches
there earlier this month.

Later that day, the Armenian
Defense Ministry dismissed allegations
about the advancement of the
Azerbaijani military. In particular, it
said that Azerbaijani servicemen had
simply returned to the positions that
they previously controlled, but recently
had to leave temporarily due to harsh
winter conditions.

“There can be no question of any
[Azeri] advancement. In this and all
other sections of the border the Arme-
nian Armed Forces are fully fulfilling
their tasks, monitoring any movement
of the Azerbaijani Armed Forces and
keeping the situation under control,”
the ministry said.

Armenia Calls On UN to Restore Neutrality
in Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict

YEREVAN — Armenia has de-
manded that the United Nations take
steps to restore its neutral position in
the context of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict as it protested the participa-
tion of the global organization’s offi-
cials in an event that Azerbaijan held in
akey Karabakh town earlier this week.

Acting UN Resident Coordinator
in Armenia Lila Pieters Yahia was in-
vited to Armenia’s Foreign Ministry on
Saturday and informed that the minis-
try “strongly condemns the involve-
ment of the UN Office in Azerbaijan in
the event organized in Shushi on March
18.”

The ministry said that a note of
protest was handed to the UN repre-
sentative in this regard.

Azerbaijan organized an event in
Shushi on Friday dedicated to the 30th
anniversary of the country’s member-
ship in the UN. Baku said that the UN
resident coordinator in Azerbaijan and

other representatives of the organiza-
tion participated in the event during
which a UN flag was raised in Shushi.

The UN did notimmediately com-
ment on the reaction in Yerevan.

Earlier, Nagorno-Karabakh au-
thorities also condemned Azerbaijan’s
holding of such an event in Shushi.

NKR Foreign Ministry said that
the participation of the UN representa-
tives in the event organized in the
town, which has been one of the main
targets of Azerbaijan's aggression and
Armenophobia, contradicts the prin-
ciples of activities, ideology and mis-
sion of this influential international or-
ganization, and will be undoubtedly
used by Azerbaijan to legitimize its
inhumane and aggressive policy.

It said also that the participation
would be a serious blow to the reputa-
tion of the UN, which will have a
negative impact on the effectiveness
of the organization’s activities.'
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President Khachaturyan Meets with
Ambassadors of US and Russia

YEREVAN— Armenia’s newly-
elected President Vahagn Khachaturian
met on Monday at his residence with
US Ambassador to Armenia Lynne
Tracy.

According to the presidential
press service, during the meeting,
Ambassador Tracy congratulated
Khachaturian on taking office and
wished him success.

The interlocutors exchanged
views on issues of cooperation be-

tween Armenia and the United States in
various fields.

President Khachatryan held an-
other meeting with Russian Ambassa-
dor to Armenia Sergey Kopyrkin.

Ambassador Kopirkin congratu-
lated President Khachaturyan on as-
suming the responsible post of the
President of the Republic of Armenia.

The sides exchanged views on
the rich agenda of the Armenian-Rus-
sian relations.

4,000 Citizens of Ukraine Have Moved to
Armenia Since the Start of the War

YEREVAN— About 4,000 Ukrai-
nian citizens have moved to Armenia
since the escalation of the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict on February 24, ac-
cording to Denis Avtonomov, the Ukrai-
nian Chargé d’ Affaires in Armenia.

Most of them are ethnic Arme-
nians, many have relatives here and
rarely turn to the Embassy for help, the
diplomat said, adding that a certain
number of ethnic Ukrainians has also
escaped to Armenia.

“At the moment we are helping
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the citizens of Ukraine solve document
issues,” said Avtonomov, noting that
the main difficulties are connected with
the employment of refuges.

The Russo-Ukrainian war has also
sparked an exodus from Russia. While
precise numbers are hard to come by,
Yerevan’s Zvartnots airport has seen a
significant rise in the number of in-
bound flights from Russia, and Yerevan
residents have reported a notable in-
crease in the amount of Russian being
spoken on the city’s streets.

Armenian Trucks Stuck At Russian-Georgian
Border After Heavy Snowfalls

Hundreds of Armenian trucks
have been stuck at both sides of a
Russian-Georgian border checkpoint
after heavy snowfalls brought traffic
along the only road connecting Arme-
niato Russia via Georgia to a standstill.

Armenian authorities say there is
little they can do to help the truck
drivers who have spent weeks in what
is reported to be a 150-kilometer queue
of vehicles waiting to cross the border.

Such situations at the Upper Lars

checkpoint are typical of winter
months, but also happen during the
rest of the year when landslide block
traffic along a mountain serpentine in
Georgia.

Local authorities are trying to
clear the road from snow, but heavy
snowfalls still make the Gudauri sec-
tion of the road impassable for trucks.

Many truck drivers are concerned
that perishables that they are trans-
porting will soon go bad.
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Report on Violation of Artsakh People’s
Rights by Azerbaijan Sent to
International Organizations
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Image 1. Border communities of Artsakh after 44-day war
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STEPANAKERT (Armradio) —
The Human Rights Ombudsman’s
Staff has published a trilingual (Ar-
menian, Russian, English) interim
report on “’The Violations of the
Rights of the People of Artsakh by
Azerbaijan in February — March
2022,”” which was sent to the OSCE
Minsk Group co-chairs, organiza-
tions with a primary human rights
protection mandate and international
human rights organizations.

The report briefs on the viola-
tions committed by Azerbaijan
against the life, health, physical and
psychological integrity of the people
of Artsakh after the adoption of the
trilateral statement on November 9,
2020.

The first section presents facts
about the Azerbaijani criminal ac-
tions in the direction of the border
communities of the Republic of
Artsakh in February — March 2022.
From March 7 to 12, 2022, the
Azerbaijani side used a 60 mm gre-
nade launcher, a total of 57 projec-
tiles were fired at various regions of
Artsakh. During that time, the
ceasefire regime was continuously
violated by firearms targeting resi-
dential houses and other civilian in-
frastructures. One civilian was in-
jured.

The second section presents
the humanitarian consequences of
the disruption of gas supply by
Azerbaijan in the territory of Artsakh.
65% of the schools in the country
where 60% of the total number of
students receive education are heated
with gas. Due to the lack of proper
heating, classes in all secondary
schools have been suspended. The
attendance of children in kindergar-
tens is 22%. 12 kindergartens have

ceased their activities at all, and some
of them are working for a half day.
90% of secondary vocational educa-
tion institutions, art schools, medi-
cal and music collages, children’s
creative centers heated by the use of
gas have completely ceased their
activities.

70% of health organizations and
hospitals are heated by gas, 419 citi-
zens are currently receiving inpa-
tient treatment, including 46 chil-
dren in the children’s hospital, and
51 newborns and mothers in the
maternity hospital. Hundreds of en-
trepreneurs also suffer great losses
as a result of the gas supply disrup-
tion. Gas stations were particularly
hard-hit causing personnel down-
time, greenhouses operating with gas
supply were also affected.

The third section presents the
manifestations of psychological ter-
rorism and information attacks car-
ried out by Azerbaijan against the
people of Artsakh which are aimed
at creating an atmosphere of fear,
despair among the civilian popula-
tion under the threat of use of force
and compelling the people to leave
their homes.

The report was prepared on the
basis of studies conducted by the
Human Rights Ombudsman’s Staff,
visits to various communities, edu-
cational and health institutions, com-
munities, private conversations with
citizens, as well as the information
received from state-authorized bod-
ies. The report aims to document the
cases of violations of rights of the
people of Artsakh by Azerbaijan and
their various manifestations, to draw
the attention of international struc-
tures and human rights organiza-
tions to the situation in Artsakh.

Arsine Kaloustian Appointed

Continued from page 1

ACA works to promote the civic and
civil rights interests of the Armenian-
American community, I look forward

to helping the Armenian Council achieve
our common goals of championing the
causes and concerns of the American
American community to both govern-
ment entities and the media.”

World Bank:
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Russian-Ukrainian Conflict to Have Negative
Impact On Armenian Economy

YEREVAN — The Russian-
Ukrainian conflict will have anegative
impact on the Armenian economy in
several areas, including trade, remit-
tances, as well as in the context of
commodity prices and foreign invest-
ment, according to a World Bank re-
view.

It says rising global food prices
will affect the Armenian economy
and may increase inflationary pres-
sures. In addition, the Armenian
economy is closely linked to Russia
through trade, money transfers and
foreign direct investment. In 2021,
almost 30% of Armenia’s exports
(6.1% of GDP) went to Russia, and
thanks to the diversification of the
export basket, exports included al-
coholic beverages, textiles and food
products.

A slowdown in economic ac-
tivity in Russia could reduce demand
for these commodities, and a rela-
tively higher devaluation of the ruble
could reduce the competitiveness of
Armenian exports, according to the
review.

About 40% of the total number
of foreign tourists visiting Armenia
in 2021 were from Russia. Although
the number of tourists is likely to
decrease, the temporary relocation
of people from affected countries to
Armenia could lead to an increase in
the number of arrivals.

Money transfers from Russia,
in terms of their share in GDP, have
declined in recent years, but never-
theless remain significant and ac-
count for about 5% of GDP, cover-
ing almost a third of the trade deficit
in goods. These flows are likely to
decline due to weaker economic ac-
tivity in Russia, devaluation of the
ruble and limited financial flows from
Russia.

With a worse economic down-

turn in Russia, many labor migrants
may be forced to return to Armenia,
putting pressure on the domestic
labor market and fiscal spending.

Inflationary pressures are ex-
pected to increase, driven by rising
global commodity prices and pos-
sible disruptions to supplies due to
the war.

Armenia’s foreign trade in 2021
grew by 17.7% from the previous
year to $8,379,234.2 billion, The
largest foreign trade partners of Ar-
menia in 2021 were Russia ($2.6
bln, up 20.9% from 2020), Ukraine
($168.9 mln, up 12.4%) and Belarus
($86.2 mln, up 7.8%).

According to the official data,
the number of foreign tourists visit-
ing Armenia in 2021 amounted to
870,308, compared to 360,338 in
2020, an increase of 2.4 times. The
bulk of foreign tourists were from
Russia (350,569 people or 40.3% of
the total), Iran (91,148 people or
10.5%) and Georgia (70,630 people
or 8.1%). In 2019, some 1,894,377
foreign tourists visited Armenia.

Armenian government’s growth
projection for 2022 is 7%, and infla-
tion is set at 4% (£ 1.5%).

According to official statistics,
the 12-month inflation in February
2022 was 6.5%.

Rights of Armenians of Nagorno-Karabakh

Continued frompage 1

Karabakh to be key and fundamen-
tal. We are ready to start negotia-
tions on this complete basis and it is
with this proposal that we applied to
the OSCE Minsk Group,” the minis-
ter said, answering questions of law-
makers.

He stressed that negotiations
have not started yet.

“Once political settlement is ac-
ceptable to the parties, it should be
put on paper and fixed in an agree-
ment... We do not make any contra-
diction between territorial integrity
and the right [of peoples] to self-
determination or in the demarcation
of borders between Armenia and
Azerbaijan. We strongly believe that
it does not concern the rights of
Nagorno-Karabakh’s Armenians,
their status, etc.,” Mirzoyan stressed.

The top Armenian diplomat
again reminded that Armenia does
not regard the Nagorno-Karabakh
issue as a territorial dispute or a
matter of territorial encroachment
on Azerbaijan.

“Itis solely and fully a question
of the rights of Nagorno-Karabakh,”
Mirzoyan underscored.

Mirzoyan noted that the devel-
opments in Ukraine have sharply
complicated the work of the OSCE
Minsk Group co-chairmanship.

“However, judging from cer-
tain messages and impulses I have
received from co-chairing coun-
tries and a number of other coun-
tries is that the international com-
munity continues to see the settle-
ment of the Nagorno Karabakh is-
sue within the framework of the
OSCE Minsk Group,” the Foreign
Minister said.

“We are working on daily basis
to organize a discussion within the
framework of the Minsk Group co-
chairmanship, including on the pro-
posals of Armenia and Azerbaijan,”
he concluded.

The OSCE Minsk Group has
not yet responded to Armenia’s ap-
plication. Azerbaijan has not re-
sponded to Armenia’s offer to hold
peace talks on the basis of the Minsk
Group either.
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Armenian Genocide Times Square
Commemoration Set for April 24

NEW YORK — The 107th anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide will
take place in Times Square, New York,
on Sunday, April 24, 2022 from 2:00
pm — 4:00 pm. Join thousands in soli-
darity alongside noted politicians, aca-
demics and artists to honor the victims
of the Armenian Genocide, while ad-
vancing the fight towards global rec-
ognition. Special accolades will be
given to U.S. President Joe Biden and
Members of Congress for standing on
the right side of history and affirming
the Armenian Genocide through for-
mal recognition.

While over a century has passed
since the first genocide of the 20th
century that claimed the lives of 1.5
million Armenian martyrs by the Young
Turk Party of the Ottoman Empire, the
Armenian Diaspora continues its un-
yielding efforts to remember, to honor
and to educate the world about this
catastrophic event in history —a piece
of history that not only goes unrecog-
nized to this day by the Turkish gov-
ernment, but is perpetuated with the
recent war and ongoing conflicts in
Artsakh.

< SUNDAY. !
APRIL 24,2022 '
at 1:30pm

In conjunction with the Times
Square Commemoration, the Knights
& Daughters of Vartan will again spon-
sor an annual global essay contest and
Young Professionals event, 100 Years
& Beyond, for the New York metro
area.

High School and college students
are invited to participate in the contest.
Deadline: Sunday, April 10,2022 to be
submitted at apri24nyc@gmail.com.

“Celebration of Clarinet”
Featuring Boris Allakhverdyan &
Alin Allakhverdyan Piano Concert

FRESNO — The Fresno State
Department of Music, the College of
Arts & Humanities, and the Armenian
Studies Program present “Celebra-
tion of Clarinet Featuring Boris
Allakhverdyan & Alin Allakhverdyan
Piano Concert,” taking place at 6:00PM
on Saturday, April 2 in the Concert Hall
on the Fresno State campus.

Boris Allakhverdyan was ap-
pointed Principal Clarinet of the Los
Angeles Philharmonic in 2016. He
previously served as Principal Clari-
net of the Metropolitan Opera Or-
chestra and the Associate Principal
Clarinet of the Kansas City Sym-
phony. Mr. Allakhverdyan is a found-
ing member of the Prima Trio, and
the Grand Prize and the Gold Medal
winner of the prestigious 2007 Fischoff
National Chamber Music Competition.
The New York Times called his perfor-
mance “inspired,” “gorgeous” and “su-
perlative,” and the Los Angeles Times
praised his “energetic, vibrant solos.”

Pianist Alin Melik-Adamyan
Allakhverdyan is a prize-winning col-

laborative artist, soloist, recitalist, and
chamber musician. A native of South-
ern California, Ms. Melik-Adamyan
began her piano studies at the age of
four and has since performed through-
out the United States. Praised for a
“sensitivity unique in the piano world”
(The Musical Gourmet), Ms. Melik-
Adamyan was the grand prize winner
of the YMF/ ASCAP Leiber & Stoller
Scholarship, first prize winner at the
Los Angeles Liszt International Com-
petition, first prize winner at the Will-
iam Grant Still Young Artists Compe-
tition, and grand prize winner at the
Redlands Bowl Young Artists Compe-
tition.

General tickets for the concert
are available for $15 per person and for
seniors $12 per person. The concert is
free for Fresno State students.

Tickets may also be purchased
online at: https://bit.ly/
allakhverdyantickets.

Free parking will be available in
Lot P1 (Shaw and Maple entrance to
campus).
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Spotlight on Rouben Mamoulian
Presenting Rarely Screened Gems

LOS ANGELES - The UCLA
Film & Television Archive presents
two restored films by legendary Ar-
menian American film director
Rouben Mamoulian on Saturday,
April 16 at 7:30 p.m. at the Billy
Wilder Theater. Applause (1929) and
Love Me Tonight (1932) are among
eight Mamoulian films restored by
the Archive and the double-feature
will be presented as part of Archive
Treasures, funded by the Hugh M.
Hefner Classic American Film Pro-
gram, which showcases screen gems
from the Archive’s extensive hold-
ings.

The Mamoulian screening is
supported by community partner,
Armenian Film Foundation, which is
marking the influential director’s
contributions to film this year. The
program is also supported by the
Promise Armenian Institute at UCLA.

“The Archive is honored to
partner with the Armenian Film
Foundation to celebrate the remark-
able achievements of Rouben
Mamoulian, a filmmaker and artist
whose made a tremendous impact
on Hollywood,” said Archive Direc-
tor May Hong HaDuong.

“Rouben Mamoulian was an in-
novator who set the bar for decades
of film directors to follow. It’s won-
derful to see these two restored films
on the big screen,” said Dr. Carla
Garapedian of the Armenian Film
Foundation.

Bornin Thilisi, Georgiain 1897,
Rouben Mamoulian came to America
in 1923 seeking a suitable outlet for
his nascent aesthetic vision. Follow-
ing in the footsteps of his mother, a
director for the Armenian stage,
Mamoulian trained at the Moscow
Stage Theater where naturalism was
de rigeur, a style that the young
director did not appreciate. “I dis-
covered I had no affinity for natural-
ism on stage,” he later said. “My aim
always was rhythm and poetic
stylisation.” By 1927, Mamoulian had
his first Broadway hit with Porgy
which he conceived as “a truly dra-
matic theater...that would combine
all the elements of movement, danc-
ing, acting, music, singing, de-
cor, lighting, color and so on.”
Mamoulian soon ventured into Hol-
lywood with his first effort for
Paramount, Applause (1929), hailed
as a liberating leap forward for its
imaginative combination of sound

and camera movement. Mamoulian
quickly earned a reputation as an
innovator who could be trusted with
a studio’s most valuable assets,
whether Greta Garbo at MGM
(Queen Christina, 1933) or three-
color Technicolor at RKO (Becky
Sharp, 1935). Throughout his ca-
reer he remained a meticulous builder
of worlds, to be taken in, for sure,
but also to be moved through—
whether waltzing (Love Me Tonight,
1932) or prowling (Dr. Jekyll and
Mr Hyde, 1931). As critic Tom Milne
suggested, every Mamoulian film

could be considered a musical, “cho-
reographed rather than directed.”

Applause (1929)

Applause is a showcase for the
acting and singing talents of 29-
year-old Helen Morgan in her film
debut, playing a faded burlesque
queen. Also making his screen debut
was director Rouben Mamoulian,
whose depiction of the vulgar, en-
tertaining realities of burlesque is as
impressive today as it was in 1929,
when it established his reputation as
an innovative film director.

Love Me Tonight (1932)

This enchanting tale of an amo-
rous tailor (Maurice Chevalier) who
woos a lovelorn princess (Jeanette
MacDonald) brims with wit and lyri-
cism as Mamoulian has fun with
some of his favorites themes: sex
and seduction. Featuring irresist-
ible songs by Richard Rodgers and
Lorenz Hart inventively integrated
into the story, Love Me Tonight is
Mamoulian’s masterpiece.

For details, updates, registra-
tion information and important
health guidelines, please visit
cinema.ucla.edu.
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