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PM Pashinyan Sums Up the Results of the
April 6 Trilateral Meeting in Brussels

YEREVAN — During regular
government session on Thursday,
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
summed up the results of the trilateral
meeting between him, the President of
the European Council and the Presi-
dent of Azerbaijan, which took place
on April 6 in Brussels.

PM Nikol Pashinyan confirmed
that he and Aliyev agreed to instruct
their foreign ministers to prepare for
official negotiations on a peace treaty.
He reiterated that Baku’s proposals on
the treaty, including mutual recogni-
tion of each other’s territorial integ-
rity, are acceptable to Yerevan but
must be complemented with other “is-
sues of the peace agenda,” including
Karabakh’s future status and “security
guarantees for the people of Karabakh.”

“Guarantees of the security of
the people of Artsakh, protection of
their rights and freedoms, as well as
the clarification of the final status of
Nagorno Karabakh are included in
Armenia’s answers to Azerbaijan’s
proposals and should be the subject of

negotiations,” Pashinyan said.

Pashinian also said the OSCE
Minsk Group co-headed by the United
States, Russia and France should con-
tinue to mediate Armenian-Azerbaijani
talks. “We need to continue working in
that direction,” he said.

“Naturally, there was a discus-
sion about the deterioration of the se-
curity environment in Nagorno
Karabakh, particularly the events in
Parukh, but those discussions did not
lead to a joint assessment of the situa-
tion. I must also say that I did not
consider the further discussion of this
particular topic appropriate in the Brus-
sels platform, because it is about the
intrusion of Azerbaijani units into the
area of responsibility of the Russian
peacekeeping mission in Nagorno
Karabakh. Therefore, the issue should
rather be discussed with the participa-
tion of the partners from the Russian
Federation, and we are going to do
that,” PM Pashinyan said.

Continued on page 2

Tech Giant NVIDIA Opens
Research Center in Armenia

YEREVAN--NVIDIA, an Ameri-
can multinational technology company
and one of the world's high-tech lead-
ers, is opening a research center in
Armenia, Hakob Arshakyan, vice-
speaker of the Armenian parliament
and former minister of high technolo-
gies, said in a Facebook post today,
reported the ARKA-Telecom telecom-
munications portal.

In 2019, a delegation led by Ar-
menian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
visited NVIDIA's headquarters in Sili-
con Valley. The company's founder
and CEO Jensen Huang briefed the
Armenian officials on the future of
gaming, visual computing and Al.

"At that meeting we also dis-
cussed possible cooperation with
NVIDIA. Today, I’'m thrilled to an-
nounce that NVIDIA is coming to
Armenia. One of the world’s leading
tech giants with $27 billion in revenue
and more than 20,000 employees world-
wide is opening the doors of their new

o

T

officein Yerevan. The Armenian branch
will be headed by Rev Lebaredian, Vice
President of Omniverse and Simula-
tion Technologies," Arsahakyan said
in his Facebook post.

NVIDIA's invention of the graph-
ics processor in 1999 catalyzed the
growth of the PC gaming market and
redefined the development of modern
computer graphics.

The company's innovative work
in accelerated computing and artificial
intelligence is fundamentally changing
transportation, healthcare and manu-
facturing, as well as driving growth
and transformation in many other in-
dustries.

NVIDIA is one of the world's
largest developers of graphics proces-
sors and systems on a chip (SoC). The
company's products are widespread in
the video game industry, professional
visualization, high-performance com-
puting area, as well as in the automo-
tive industry.

France Reiterates Full Commitment to
OSCE Minsk Group in Settlement of
Nagorno Karabakh Conflict

France reiterates its full commit-
ment to promote peace and stability in
the South Caucasus region both bilat-
erally and in its capacity as President
of the Council of the European Union
and Co-Chair of the Minsk Group, the
Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

“In its various capacities, it con-
tinues to work with Armenia and
Azerbaijan to make progress on hu-
manitarian issues, to support work on
border demarcation, opening up the
region, safeguarding heritage, obtain-
ing a peace treaty between the two
countries and the settlement of the
Nagorno-Karabakh issue,” the Minis-
try said.

It added that this was the pur-
pose of the meeting organized by
videoconference on February 4 at the
initiative of the President of the Re-
public with the Prime Minister of
Armenia, the President of Azerbaijan
and the President of the European
Council.

During a meeting in Yerevan Ar-
menian Foreign Minister Ararat

Mirzoyan and the French OSCE Co-
Chair of the OSCE Minsk Group Brice
Roquefeuil discussed the role of the
OSCE Minsk Group in the settlement
of the Nagorno Karabakh conflict
within its mandate.

During the meeting, reference
was made to the situation resulting
from the intrusion of Azerbaijani forces
into the village of Parukh in the area of
responsibility of the Russian peace-
keeping contingent.

The Armenian Foreign Minister
presented the humanitarian issues de-
liberately created by Azerbaijan for the
Armenians of Artsakh, the actions
aimed at ethnic cleansing of Nagorno
Karabakh.

Theneed for the Azerbaijani armed
units to return to their starting posi-
tions on March 23 was stressed.

Ararat Mirzoyan reiterated
Armenia’s willingness to start the ne-
gotiations with Azerbaijan on a peace
agreement, emphasizing in that con-
text the mediation role of the OSCE
Minsk Group Co-Chairs.

ACA-PAC Issues Endorsements
for June 7 Glendale Municipal Elections

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
Council of America-Political Action
Committee (ACA-PAC) is proud to
announce its endorsement of candi-
dates for the June 7 City of Glendale
municipal elections.

The endorsement process in-
cluded a careful evaluation and analy-
sis of the background of each candi-
date, their commitment to public ser-
vice, actions they have taken towards
promoting good governance within
their respective fields for Glendale and
its citizens, and their future goals to-
wards the prosperity and positive

growth of the city.

ACA-PACispleasedtoannounce
the endorsement of Vrej Agajanian and
Ara Najarian for Glendale City Coun-
cil, Greg Krikorian for Glendale City
Clerk, Dr. Armina Gharpetian for Glen-
dale Unified School District Governing
Board (Trustee Area C), and Shant
Sahakian for the Glendale Unified
School District Governing Board
(Trustee Area D).

Councilmember Agajanian was
firstelected to the City Council in 2017

Continued on page3
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Lavrov - France and the United States
Have Stopped Cooperating with Russia
in the Minsk Group Troika

MOSCOW — The United States
and France have stopped working with
Russia within the framework of the
OSCE Minsk Group that has long been
co-headed by the three mediating na-
tions, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said at a joint press conference
with his Armenian counterpart Ararat
Mirzoyan in Moscow held today.

According to Lavrov, the West
sacrificed the interests of resolving the
conflict because of disagreements with
Russia.

“I don’t know what the future
fate of the Minsk Group will be, since
our so-called French and American
partners in this group, in a Russophobic
frenzy, in an effort to cancel every-
thing and everything related to the
Russian Federation, canceled the trio
of co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group, saying that they will not be
communicating with us in this format.
This is their right, if they are ready to
sacrifice the interests of the settlement
in Karabakh and in the Transcaucasus
in general, if they are ready to sacrifice
the interests of the Armenian side in
this case, this is their choice,” Lavrov
said.

In turn, the Armenian Foreign
Minister noted that the current geopo-
litical situation in the world has signifi-
cantly complicated the work of the
OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairmanship
but insisted that Yerevan has received
“very clear signals” from the U.S. and
France that they remain committed to
the Minsk Group. “This is very en-
couraging,” he said.

“l would like to confirm that

although our Azerbaijani colleagues
repeat that the OSCE Minsk Group
Co-Chairmanship has ceased to exist,
that it has nothing else to do, because
there is no more Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict and because there is no longer
such a region called “Nagorno-
Karabakh”. Despite all this, the inter-
national community continues to see
the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict within the framework of the
mandate of the OSCE Minsk Group
co-chairmanship, which is very en-
couraging,” the Armenian minister said.

Lavrov went on to lambaste Eu-
ropean Council President Charles
Michel for his failure to mention
Russia’s role in his statement on his
trilateral meeting with Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan and
Azerbaijani President [Tham Aliyev held
in Brussels on Wednesday.

“This indicates what is more im-
portant for the EU leadership: to build
on what has been achieved or to use
the Karabakh theme to ‘mark’ itself
along its Russophobic line,” he said.
“This is sad. Russia will never sacri-
fice the interests of our closest allies to
some geopolitical, propaganda plans
or games.”

Lavrov stressed that Russian
President Vladimir Putin had already
laid the groundwork for these agree-
ments during his frequent contacts
with the Armenian and Azerbaijani lead-
ers. In particular, he argued that the
latter pledged to create a commission
on border demarcation at their No-
vember 2021 meeting with Putin held
in Sochi.

PM Pashinyan Sums Up

Continued from page 1

“We expect that the peacekeep-
ers of the Russian Federation in
Nagorno Karabakh will take measures
to ensure the withdrawal of Azerbaijani
units from their area of ??responsibil-
ity,” he added.

“Humanitarian issues were one
of the important topics of the discus-
sion. The President of the European
Council stressed the need to release all
those held captive. We also discussed
the possibility of cooperating to find
out the fate of missing persons. Let me
remind you that after the two Artsakh
wars, we have 985 missing persons,
208 from the 44-day war, 777 people

from the first Artsakh war. We must
continue to work to find out their fate.

“IfI give a general assessment of
the Brussels meeting, I must state that
an agreement was reached to move
forward in both directions. The fur-
ther assessment, of course, depends
on the results to be achieved during the
practical implementation of the agree-
ments. We will consistently continue
to advance our agenda of opening an
era of peaceful development for our
country and the region, and we must
do our utmost to make this agenda a
reality. [ repeat, unfortunately, it does
not depend only on us, but we must do
our part consistently”. PM Pashinyan
concluded.

April 16, 2022
Armenia Sends Ambassador Back to Israel

YEREVAN — Armenia has sent
its ambassador back to Israel in an
apparent effort to mend bilateral rela-
tions that soured during the 2020 war
in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Ambassador Arman Hakobyan
handed his credentials to Israeli Presi-
dent Isaac Herzog on Thursday 18
months after his predecessor, Armen
Smbatyan, was recalled by the Arme-
nian government in protest against
continuing Israeli arms supplies to
Azerbaijan.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
said at the time that the Jewish state
did not halt those deliveries even after
Azerbaijan launched a full-scale offen-
sive in and around Karabakh on Sep-
tember 27, 2020.

Smbatyan was recalled to
Yerevan in October 1, 2020 just two
weeks after inaugurating the Arme-
nian Embassy in Tel Aviv. The envoy
was subsequently sacked by the Ar-
menian government after being in-
dicted in a corruption investigation.

Hakobyan was appointed as
Armenia’s new ambassador to Israel
in December 2021 one month after a
phone call between Foreign Minister
Mirzoyan and his Israeli counterpart

Yair Lapid. The two ministers dis-
cussed Armenian-Israeli relations and
“prospects for their promotion,” ac-
cording to the Foreign Ministry in
Yerevan.

Reports from Israel said that dur-
ing the Armenian-Azerbaijani war
Azerbaijani transport planes frequently
carried out flights between Baku and
Israeli airfields. Observers suggested
that they delivered more weapons to
Azerbaijan.

According to the Armenian mili-
tary, Azerbaijani forces heavily used
Israeli-made attack drones and mul-
tiple-launch rocket systems through-
out the six-week hostilities stopped by
a Russian-brokered ceasefire in No-
vember 2020.

In an October 2020 report, Hu-
man Rights Watch said that the
Azerbaijani army used Israeli cluster
munitions in the shelling of Karabakh’s
civilian areas. The U.S. watchdog said
its researchers identified the remnants
of these widely banned weapons in the
Karabakh capital Stepanakert and the
town of Hadrut.

“Azerbaijanreceived these surface-
to-surface rockets and launchers from
Israel in 2008-2009,” added the report.

Armenian Death Toll in Ukraine Revealed

KIEV — Atleast23 ethnic Arme-
nian citizens or residents of Ukraine
have been killed since the start of the
Russian invasion, according to leaders
of the country’s Armenian commu-
nity.

Davit Mkrtchian, the deputy
chairman of the Union of Armenians of
Ukraine, said on Wednesday that 18 of
them were civilians while the five oth-
ers served in the Ukrainian military.

“We pray that the real number
[of Armenian deaths] is not higher,”
Mkrtchian told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service. “Once in every two or three
days we hear about people getting
killed here and there.”

Estimates of the number of eth-
nic Armenians who lived in Ukraine
before the war vary from 100,000 to
400,000. Many of them are said to hold
Armenian passports. The European
Union has allowed them to enter
Ukraine’s EU neighbors without
Schengen visas.

Like millions of Ukrainians, many
local Armenians have fled the country
since the start of the conflict on Feb-
ruary 24. But even their approximate
number remains unknown to both the
community leaders and Armenia’s gov-

ernment.

The Foreign Ministry in Yerevan
said last month that it has not orga-
nized charter flights for such refugees
because few of them are willing to
relocate to Armenia.

Mkrtchian disputed that claim,
saying that many Armenians expressed
adesire to takerefuge in Armenia at the
start of the devastating war.

According to the Kyiv-based ac-
tivist, a large number of Armenians
remain trapped in Ukraine’s eastern
Donbas region, the epicenter of fierce
fighting, and, in particular, the regional
city of Mariupol besieged and partly
occupied by Russian troops.

Karen Ghulian, an Armenian-born
man, lived in Mariupol for over two
decades. Ghulian said that he, his fam-
ily and a group of other local Arme-
nians risked their lives to flee the war-
torn city late last week.

“I'realized thatif we don’t get out
I could lose my family,” he told RFE/
RL’s Armenian Service. “We got
caught in crossfire.”

Ghulian said he and his family
members moved to a friend’s apart-
ment weeks ago after their house was
destroyed by shelling.
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A Bad Deal: ACA Urges Congtress to Block
Deadly Weapons Sale to Turkey

WASHINGTON, DC — The
Biden administration has articulated in
a March 17th letter to Congress that
the potential sale of F-16 fighter jets to
Turkey would benefit both the United
States and NATO, particularly follow-
ing Russia’s unprovoked assault on
Ukraine.

“The Administration believes that
there are nonetheless compelling long-
term NATO alliance unity and capabil-
ity interests, as well as U.S. national
security, economic and commercial
interests that are supported by appro-
priate U.S. defense trade ties with
Turkey,” read a letter penned by Naz
Durakoglu, a senior advisor in the
State Department to Congressman
Frank Pallone (NJ-06), Chairman of
the House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee.

The correspondence was sent to
Rep. Pallone inresponse to a bipartisan
letter dated February 4th, led by both
he and Congressman Gus M. Bilirakis
(FL-12), thaturged the Biden adminis-
tration to rethink supplying Turkey
with the 40 F-16 jets and nearly 80
modernization kits it requested near
the end of 2021. More than 50 con-
gressmen from the Congressional Cau-
cus on Armenian Issues and the Con-
gressional Hellenic Caucus signed their
name to the letter, citing Turkey’s
deployment of Russian S-400s missile
defense systems and copious human
rights violations as reasons to oppose
the sale.

“The purchase of advanced
fighter jets from the United States for
Turkey’s military arsenal will not
incentivize Erdogan to change course
and become a good actor. It will more
likely lead to further death and de-
struction in the region at the hands of
his military,” the lawmakers wrote.

The recent letter sent by
Durakoglu to Rep. Pallone claims that
Turkey’s removal from the F-35 fifth-
generation fighter jet program is a
“significant price paid” for the S-400
purchase. She highlighted Turkey’s
active contributions to NATO, stating:

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF
AMERICA

“Turkey is a longstanding NATO ally
with the second-largest army in the
alliance. It’s an active contributor to
NATO missions, including most re-
cently in Eastern Europe, the Black
Sea, the Balkans and Afghanistan.
Turkey’s support for Ukraine’s terri-
torial integrity and cooperative defense
relations are an important deterrent to
malign influence in the region.”

“It is disappointing to hear that
the Biden Administration thinks that
selling advanced weaponry, including
modernized F-16s that may contain
sensitive F-35 components, is going to
advance U.S. and NATO interests in
the long run.,” stated Armenian Coun-
cil of America (ACA) Chairman Sevak
Khatchadorian. “The letter showcases
a 20th century approach to dealing
with the Turkey of today, and we all
know how well that strategy played out.
Thisisabaddeal andit’s bad for America.
We urge Congress to block this deadly
weapons sale to the Erdogan regime
should President Biden pursue it.”

As a grassroots organization,
ACA is dedicated to working with all
political leaders, offering Armenian
related news, analysis and resources
for policymakers, media, students and
activists, advocating issues important
to Armenian Americans. The ACA also
aims to strengthen U.S. — Armenia and
U.S. — Artsakh ties, the development
of programs promoting sustainable
economic growth and good gover-
nance in Armenia, while promoting the
values and responsibilities of global
citizenship.

ACA-PAC Issues Endorsements

Continued from page 1

and has served as the City’s Mayor. As
a business owner, and host of two
international television broadcasting
stations operating in Glendale,
Councilmember Agajanian has dedi-
cated himselfto being a public servant
by educating the community on cur-
rent events for over two decades.

A California certified engineer,
Vrej Agajanian has held various high
level positions in several non-profits,
and is the current president of the
Armenian Engineers and Scientists of
America, board member of the Glen-
dale Police Foundation.

During his tenure as a
Councilmember and Mayor, Agajanian
introduced measures in the City, in-
cluding an increase in affordable hous-
ing by adding 507 units during a span
of 2 years resulting in an approximate
increase of 40% of affordable housing
built in the past 44 years.

Some of Agajanian's priorities as
a Councilmember include traffic and
pedestrian safety, the environment,
infrastructure policies, cutting red tape
for small businesses, and protecting
Glendale’s neighborhoods from over-
development.

Councilmember Ara Najarian was
first elected to the Glendale Commu-
nity College Board of Trustees in 2003
and then ran for a seat on the Glendale
City Council. Councilmember Najarian
has, on several occasions, also served
as Mayor of Glendale and as Chairman
ofthe Glendale Redevelopment Agency
and the Glendale Housing Authority.

In 2006, Najarian was elected to
represent the north cities of L.A.
County on the Los Angeles Metro
(MTA) Board of Directors and served
as the Chairman of Metro in 2009 and
2010. In addition, he has served on the
Metrolink Board of Directors from
2006 to 2012 and from 2013 to present
and is also Chair of Metrolink.

April 16, 2022

Ardashes Kassakhian Selected
as Glendale Mayor

GLENDALE—-On Tuesday, April
5, 2022, Glendale City Council Mem-
ber Ardashes Kassakhian was selected
as the City’s Mayor by fellow
councilmembers. Mr. Kassakhian takes
over the position from outgoing Mayor
Paula Devine. This is Kassakhian’s
first time serving in the role of Mayor.

Born in Boston, MA, Mayor
Kassakhian has been aresident of Glen-
dale since 1986. Prior to his election to
City Council, Mr. Kassakhian served
as the elected City Clerk for Glendale
for 15 years, having been elected and
re-elected four times by Glendale’s
voters.

Mayor Kasskahian is the product
of Glendale schools, having attended
John Marshall and R.D. White El-
ementary schools, Wilson Middle
School, and Glendale High School
(°’94). Mayor Kassakhian graduated
from the University of California Los
Angeles with a Bachelor of Arts in
History. He received his Master of
Arts in Public Policy and Administra-
tion from Northwestern University.
Morerecently, he attended the Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard
University and completed the Certifi-
cate Program for Senior Executives in
State and Local Government. He is
also an alumnus of the Coro Public
Affairs Fellowship.

The California Senate Rules Com-
mittee appointed Mayor Kassakhian to
serve on the California New Motor
Vehicle Board and to the Language
Accessibility Advisory Committee by
Secretary of State Alex Padilla.

Mayor Kassakhian currently
serves as the Chair of the Glendale
Housing Authority and was appointed
to serve as Glendale’s representative
on the Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California Board of Direc-
tors and the California Contract Cities
Association.

“I have dedicated the majority of
my career to serving the residents of
the City of Glendale,” said Mayor
Kassakhian. “From my beginnings as
the City’s Clerk, through my time as a
Councilmember, and now as Mayor, |
will continue to serve this great com-
munity and ensure its future. I am
honored for this opportunity and thank
my colleagues for enlisting their trust
in me in this coming year.”

Councilmember Kassakhian and
his wife, Courtney, live in the Pelanconi
neighborhood of Glendale with their
son.

Greg Krikorian, who currently
serves as a member of the Glendale
Unified School District (GUSD) Gov-
erning Board, was firstelected in 2001.
As aboard of education member and a
small business owner in Glendale,
Krikorian has been actively involved in
numerous school district and commu-
nity organizations and is a highly re-
spected member of the community.
With a BS degree in Business Adminis-
tration, and an MA degree in Organiza-
tional Leadership, Krikorian is well
suited to the challenge of modernizing
and properly managing the Glendale
City Clerk’s office.

Dr. Armina Gharpetian has served
onthe (GUSD) Governing Board since
2013 and has twice served as the
Board’s President. Dr. Gharpetian is
running for re-election in the (GUSD)
Governing Board’s Trustee Area C.

As a long-time resident of Glen-
dale and an active community mem-
ber, Dr. Gharpetian graduated from
Glendale Community College and re-
ceivedaBachelor’s degree from UCLA.
Dr. Gharpetian continued her higher
education and received a degree in
Doctor of Dental Surgery from Uni-
versity of the Pacific, School of Den-
tistry in 1997.

As a Doctor, Dr. Gharpetian had
been at the forefront of ensuring the

health & safety of our GUSD commu-
nity, especially during the pandemic.
Her focus continues to be on improv-
ing the school district’s technology,
infrastructure, upgrade facilities/class-
rooms, and expand educational path-
ways for all students.

Shant Sahakian currently serves
as President of the GUSD Board of
Education representing Trustee Area
D and is running unopposed.

Sahakian was elected in 2017,
becoming the youngest School Board
Member in the City of Glendale’s his-
tory. Heis a lifelong resident of Glen-
dale, a product of Glendale public
schools, and proud GUSD parent with
deep roots in the community. He is a
longtime community leader who has
championed Glendale’s youth, advo-
cated for the underserved, and served
the community through a distinguished
record of public service.

ACA-PAC encourages all Arme-
nian Americans living in Glendale to
exercise their civic duties and rights as
citizens on June 7, by voting for these
candidates who represent our com-
mon values, ideals, and aspirations.
Please ensure that you, your friends,
and family are registered to vote. To
check on your voter status, you may
visit the LA County Registrar-Re-
corder/County Clerk website at https:/
/lavote.gov/vrstatus.

www.massispost.com
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AMAA Donates Sharoyan’s
“Literary Scroll with the Alphabet” Book
to Armenian Language Teachers

PARAMUS, NJ -- With Arme-
nian Missionary Association of
America’s (AMAA) encouragement
and sponsorship, a guidebook of West-
ern Armenian orthography and punc-
tuation, entitled “A Literary Inspired
Stroll with the Letters of the Alphabet”
wasrecently published in Aleppo, Syria.
The author of the book is the re-
nowned Aleppo-Armenian writer,
press contributor and pedagogic tiller,
Levon Sharoyan.

The volume, though by its nature
can be considered primarily a gram-
matical work, has been written in an
accessible language and can be read
like a perusal volume, for any Arme-
nian-born who desires to improve the
mastery of his mother tongue and get
acquainted with the rules of her or-
thography. However, it will be useful
specifically to the Armenian teachers
of the diaspora, students of the upper
grades and scholars of Armenological
institutes.

The main aim of the work is to
remedy as far as possible our
orthographical errors and point out
ways to overcome the orthographical
obstacles arising from homophonotous
letters. However, the book also has
two other aspects: Glossology and
Punctuation. About 20 pages of a 156-
page book is devoted to the punctua-
tion marks of Armenian, explain in
detail the rules and spheres of utility of
each mark and provide numerous im-
pressive examples for all of them.

The AMAA, which in its centen-

nial history has always and continually
stood by the Armenian school and the
Armenian student, donated a copy of
this book to each Armenian language
teacher in our schools in North America
(US and Canada) with the belief that this
newly published grammar book will ben-
efit the rebirth and vitality of Western
Armenian, and place a useful tool in the
hands of our Armenian-speaking and
Armenian-writing public.

Ifthere are still Armenian Schools
in North America that have not re-
ceived copies of this book for their
Armenian language teachers, can con-
tact Louisa Janbazian at
amaanews(@amaa.org.

Individuals who are interested in
this book can purchase a copy from
the AMAA s online Bookstore at: https:/
/amaa.org/featuredbooks/

Only 200 Armenians Will Be Allowed to Holy
Sepulcher Church on Easter — Patriarchate

JERUSALEM --
The Armenian Patriarch- [
ate of Jerusalem s obliged
to make this announce-
ment before the Easter
Holiday to inform its
faithful the severe restric-
tions which are imposed
this year by the Israeli
Police.

The Armenian Pa-
triarchate of Jerusalem :
has informed its faithful G
about the severe restric- [
tions imposed this year ™"
by the Israeli Police dur- §§
ing the Easter Holiday. §

“OnApril 11,2022,
the representatives of the
Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem
met with the responsible authorities of
the Police who informed about the
decision that this year only 1000 at-
tendees would be allowed to enter the
Holy Sepulcher Church, of which only
200 would be Armenians to participate
the Holy Fire ceremony. Patriarchate’s
representatives expressed their deep
concern and disagreement to this un-
fair arrangement and the meeting was
dispersed after a long discussion,* the
Patriarchate said in a statement.

It is a known fact, as the Status
Quo of the Holy Places describes, that
the Armenian Apostolic Church has
exceptional rights during the Holy Fire

ceremony.

To start the day of Holy Fire
celebration, the door of the Holy Sep-
ulcher Church is opened by the Arme-
nian Church by right, giving opportu-
nity to hundreds of Armenian and non-
Armenian pilgrims to attend and wit-
ness the opening ceremony. And with
a second procession, the Armenian
Patriarch of Jerusalem, joined with
hundreds of pilgrims, proceeds to the
Holy Sepulcher Church to make a sol-
emn entry. Then an Armenian clergy-
man joins the Greek Patriarch of Jerusa-
lem and the two enter the Tomb of
Christ to bring out the Holy Fire, sym-
bolizing the Resurrection of our Lord

April 16, 2022

NAASR to Present First Annual
Vartan Gregorian Lecture

BELMONT, MA — The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) will present its
first annual Vartan Gregorian Memo-
rial Lecture on Thursday, April 28,
2022, at 7:30 pm (Eastern) / 4:30 pm
(Pacific).

The inaugural program will be a
webinar presentation by Prof. Houri
Berberian of the University of Califor-
nia, Irvine, and Prof. Talinn Grigor of
the University of California, Davis,
entitled “From Bogeymanto HAY KIN:
Representations of Armenian Women
in Modern Iran.” Mr. Ara Arakelian,
nephew of Vartan Gregorian and Presi-
dent of the Friends of Armenian Cul-
ture Society, will speak about his late
uncle.

The annual NAASR lecture bear-
ing his name will present cutting-edge
Armenian Studies scholarship that in-
tersects with some of the many areas
that interested Vartan Gregorian as a
scholar, such as Armenians in the Near
East and the Muslim world, particular
Iran; books and libraries; immigration;
education; and more.

The webinar is co-sponsored by
the Meghrouni Family Centennial Chair
in Armenian Studies at UC Irvine and
will be accessible live on Zoom (regis-
ter at https://bit.ly/
GregorianLecture2022) and on
NAASR’s YouTube Channel.

About Vartan Gregorian

Vartan Gregorian (April 8, 1934-
April 15, 2021) was a brilliant educa-
tor, humanitarian, and friend after
whom NAASR’s Belmont, MA, head-
quarters building is named. Born in
Tabriz, Iran, he received his second-
ary education Collége Arménian in
Beirut, Lebanon, and he graduated from
and received a PhD in history and
humanities from Stanford University.

After an academic career span-
ning two decades, including a period
as Tarzian Professor of Armenian and
Caucasian History at the University of
Pennsylvania, Gregorian served as
President of The New York Public
Library, President of Brown Univer-
sity, and President of Carnegie Corpo-
ration of New York. He was the author
ofthe memoir The Road To Home: My
Life And Times as well as The Emer-
gence of Modern Afghanistan, 1880-
1946 and Islam: A Mosaic, Not A
Monolith.

In the words of Edward
Avedisian of the NAASR Board of
Directors and the lead donor of the
NAASR Vartan Gregorian Building,
“Vartan Gregorian embodies the val-
ues at the heart of NAASR’s mission.
He dedicated his entire life to educa-
tional advancement and the pursuit of

knowledge, engaging in public service
throughout his career, and working to
better the human condition.”

About the Lecture

Berberian and Grigor’s talk is
part of a larger book project that ex-
plores the history of Iran’s Armenian
women from the beginning of Naser
al-Din Shah’sreignin 1848 to the 1979
fall of the Pahlavi dynasty. As the first
scholarly study of its kind, it analyzes
the shifting relationship between Iran’s
central nodes of power (absolute mon-
archy and patriarchy) and its Arme-
nian female subjects (ethnic minorities
and women) in Qajar and Pahlavi Iran.

In this talk, they employ pictorial
representations of Armenian women
to demonstrate their impact on the
processes, strategies, and anxieties of
modernization by examining two pic-
torial spheres redolent of the entangled
relationship between modernization and
women’s visibility and representation:
satirical cartoons (1920-58) and cos-
tume exhibition (1972-76).

Houri Berberian is Professor of
History, Meghrouni Family Presiden-
tial Chair in Armenian Studies and
Director of the Center for Armenian
Studies at the University of California,
Irvine. Her books include Armenians
and the Iranian Constitutional Revolu-
tion of 1905-1911 (2001) and the
award-winning Roving Revolutionar-
ies: Armenians and the Connected
Revolutions in the Russian, Iranian,
and Ottoman Worlds (2019).

Talinn Grigor is Professor and
Chair of the Art History Program in the
Department of Art and Art History at
the University of California, Davis.
Herbooks include Building Iran: Mod-
ernism, Architecture, and National
Heritage Under the Pahlavi Monarchs
(2009), Contemporary Iranian Art:
From the Street to the Studio (2014),
and The Persian Revival: The Imperi-
alism of the Copy in Iranian and Parsi
Architecture (2021).

For more information contact
NAASR at hq@naasr.org.

Jesus Christ.

“The Armenian Church for cen-
turies has practiced these rights with-
out any restrictions or limitations dur-
ing each Government that ruled the
area. Therefore, with this statement
the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusa-
lem expresses its disagreement and
protests against Israeli Police for im-
posing such restrictions. The Patri-
archate demands that the Holy Fire
ceremony be celebrated similar to pre-

vious years without limiting the num-
ber of faithful attendees,” the Patri-
archate said.

“The Israeli Government on in-
ternational level took in charge to se-
cure the freedom of religious activities
and performances without restraint.
Therefore, the Armenian Patriarchate
of Jerusalem hopes and expects that
the Israeli Police would respect and
follow its undertaking,” the statement
reads.
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COMMEMORATION EVENTS

APRIL23 APRIL24
10:30 AM

RELIGIOUS TELEVISION
CEREMONY & MEPHES- |0 & ONLINE

PLACEMENTOF  cevocior SPECIAL
FLOWERS MONUMENT PROGRAM 6:00 PM
AMGA

BLOOD DRIVE HORIZON TV
US ARMENIA

APRIL 23 9am-3pPM APRIL 30 10:30AM-4:30PM

AGC/AGBU AGC/GAIDZ YOUTH ORG. .
(W/ HUNTINGTON HOSPITAL)  (W/THE RED CROSS) 7:00 PM

2495 E. MOUNTAIN ST. 1060 N. ALLEN AVE. AABC
PASADENA, CA91104 PASADENA, CA 91104
ARTN

FOR MORE INFO GO TO
@ ArmenianGenocideCommittee
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