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Norayr Daduryan Armeno-Turkish
Translation Services

From Armeno-Turkish to Armenian and English languages.
Bring your family's history back to life!
Family letters, postcards, diaries, and more...

Please reach out for quotes
Website: norayr.daduryan.com
Email: norayrdaduryan@gmail.com
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HMM Ladies Auxiliary

Mother's Day Celebration - Dinner

Salsa Dancers, DJ, Lottery
Tickets Donation $100.
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All eligible undergraduate students of
Armenian descent are invited to apply.

ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL BENEVOLENT UNION
2U34UuyuL yrErUYUL AUPEUPPUYUL URNRERRL

6263447321

AEBU SCHOLARSHIP FUND COMMITTEE
1060 North Allen Avenue ¢ Pasadena, CA 91104
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US, Armenia Sign MoU
on Strategic Civil Nuclear Cooperation
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WASHINGTON, DC — Secre-
tary of State Antony J. Blinken met
today with Armenian Minister of For-
eign Affairs Ararat Mirzoyan in Wash-
ington, D.C. to launch the U.S.-Arme-
nia Strategic Dialogue.

During their meeting, the Secre-
tary and Foreign Minister signed a
Nuclear Cooperation Memorandum of
Understanding, paving the way for
increased cooperation on civil nuclear
matters as Armenia looks to diversify
its energy supply.

The US State Department issued
the following statement at the conclu-
sion of the meeting:

The United States and Armenia
maintain long-standing cooperation
across the breadth of our relationship,

including in the fields of security, en-
ergy, commerce, and nonproliferation.
Deepening our cooperation in civil nuclear
energy, science, and technology will
strengthen our strategic bilateral rela-
tionship, and have wide-ranging, posi-
tive impacts on how we work together.

Nuclear Cooperation MOUs are
diplomatic mechanisms that strengthen
and expand strategic ties between the
United States and a partner country by
providing a framework for coopera-
tion and a mutually aligned approach to
nonproliferation on civil nuclear issues
and for engagement between experts
from government, industry, national
laboratories, and academic institutions.

Continued on page4

Armenia Leads the Region in
World Press Freedom Index

PARIS — Reporters Without
Borders (RSF) has published its Press
Freedom Report 2022 , which covers
180 countries and territories, Armenia
has improved its position climbing to
the 51st place and leads it’s regional
neighbors.

In the previous Index it was
ranked 63rd. Armenia’s immediate
neighbors Georgia is ranked 89th,
Turkey is 149th, Azerbaijan is 154th,
Russia is 155th and Iran is 178th.

According to the Index, despite
a pluralistic environment, the media
remains polarized. The country is fac-
ing an unprecedented level of
disinformation and hate speech, espe-
cially concerning the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

The main news sources in Arme-
nia are social networks, which two-
thirds of the population access daily.
The Index says polarization of the
media mirrors that of the political scene:
most outlets are close to political lead-
ers who surfaced after 2018, while
others remain faithful to old oligarchs.

WITHOUT BORDERS
FOR PRESS FREEDOM

Only a handful of media demon-
strate independence. Since 2020, two
political topics are especially sensitive:
the Nagorno-Karabakh war and the
handling of the pandemic. Some politi-
cal groups run disinformation opera-
tions and attack journalists.

The legal framework for the
sector does not sufficiently protect
freedom of the press and does not
follow European standards. Recent
reforms have not resolved problems
posed by disinformation and gag
orders. On the contrary, the
criminalization of defamation — for
which the fine amount has tripled —
poses a serious threat to journalists.
Access to public information is lim-
ited by the government (refusal to
respond, delays, etc.)

Most media are controlled by
people close to political movements or
supported by influential public figures.
Few outlets have adopted paid sub-
scription models, and the advertising

Continued on page3

Armenia’s Opposition Fails to Mobilize
Population Against Government

YEREVAN — Opposition pro-
testers occupied a small square in
downtown Yerevan on Sunday at the
start of what their leaders described as
a“civil disobedience” campaign aimed
at toppling Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan.

The opposition Hayastan and Pativ
Unem alliances pitched tents in France
Square, the intersection of four key
avenues, as they rallied their support-
ers there after days of small-scale

protests. They said they will block
streets in the city center and other
parts of the Armenian capital on Mon-
day to step up the pressure on the
Armenian government.

Some participants of the rally
marched in small groups from four
different directions of Armenia:
Tigranashen, Ijevan, Sardarapat and
Aparan to joined the groups carrying

Continued onpage3

Pallone Leads 63 Caucus Members
Fight for Inclusion of Robust Funding
for Armenia and Artsakh

WASHINGTON, DC — Congres-
sional Caucus on Armenian Issues Co-
Chairs Congressman Frank Pallone,
Jr. (NJ-06), Gus M. Bilirakis (FL-12),
Jackie Speier (CA-14), Adam B. Schiff
(CA-28) and 60 Members of Congress
sent a letter today requesting signifi-
cant economic assistance for the Re-
public of Armenia and the Republic of
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) in the
Fiscal Year 2023 State and Foreign
Relations funding legislation.

The lawmakers requested a mini-
mum of $100 million to bolster
Armenia’s democratic, economic, en-
ergy reforms, and rule of law reforms
and $50 million in funding for humani-
tarian assistance to the people of
Artsakh. The letter also includes a
request for a full prohibition of U.S.
security assistance to Azerbaijan and
calls for the immediate release of all
Armenian prisoners of war.

"The people of Artsakh continue
to face severe hardships caused both
by the deadly 44-day war Azerbaijani
forces provoked in 2020 and their
ongoing provocations against innocent
civilians to this day. According to the
United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees (UNHCR), 88 percent of the
approximately 90,000 refugees dis-
placed to Armenia were women, chil-
dren, and the elderly. The U.S. Agency

for International Development
(USAID) also acknowledges that an
“acute humanitarian crisis” continues
for many of these families, including
those who have been able to return to
Artsakh. Unfortunately, the $5,000,000
in Fiscal Year 2021 funding USAID

Continued on page4
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Joint Session of Security Councils of
Armenia and Artsakh Held in Yerevan

YEREVAN --Thepolicy of peace
is not a policy of defeat, Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan told a
joint session of the Security Councils
of Armenia and Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) held in Yerevan on Friday.

“I want to say that the agenda of
peace is not an agenda of defeat,” he
told Arayik Harutyunyan, the Karabakh
president, and other senior Karabakh
officials. “The agenda of peace is an
agenda of overcoming the horrors of
war and the difficulties that followed
the war and guaranteeing the security,
rights and future of the people.”

"A very important principle is
that the Artsakh people should live in
Artsakh, consider themselves Arme-
nians, and this is the agenda that we
should promote together," he said.

The prime minister also noted
that the first beneficiary of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict settlement is Artsakh
and the people of Artsakh.

"We are always in direct commu-
nication with the president of Artsakh,
our other colleagues are working to-

gether with our colleagues from
Artsakh," he said.

Harutyunyan confirmed his sup-
port for the “agenda of peace.” But he
also stressed: “On the other hand, I
want to make clear that we see no way
of deviating from our right to self-
determination.”

He stressed that any topic or
document must be discussed with the
Artsakh authorities and proceed from
the sentiments of the people.

"Otherwise it is simply impos-
sible. We also understand that there will
be a long political struggle," he said.

He also attached importance to
the social and economic programs
implemented in Artsakh, saying they
must be continued.

Pashinyan noted that a large layer
of joint work concerns socio-economic
issues. "It is fundamentally important
that we do everything to ensure that
people live in Artsakh, feel safe. It is
also about the residents of Armenia, of
course, and I am confident that we are
moving in the right direction," he said.

Armenia Completes $415 Million
Three-Year Loan Deal With IMF

INTERNATIONAL
MONETARY FUND

NEW YORK — The International
Monetary Fund has disbursed a fresh
$35 million loan to Armenia, complet-
ing a three-year lending program de-
signed to bolster macroeconomic sta-
bility in the country.

The IMF’s “stand-by arrange-
ment” was worth $248 million when it
was first approved in May 2019. The
Washington-based fund increased it to
$415 million a year later to help Arme-
nia cope with economic consequences
of the coronavirus pandemic.

Announcing the latest installment
of the program at the weekend, the
IMF said the Armenian authorities have
carried out important structural re-
forms in the last three years. It cited
their efforts to improve tax collection,
strengthen governance and combat
corruption.

“The authorities have also devel-

oped an ambitious medium-term re-
form program that, if successfully
implemented, could lead to stronger
and more inclusive growth,” it added
in a statement.

“Armenia’s economy continued
to recover in 2021 and early 2022,
largely thanks to the authorities’ eco-
nomic management efforts,” added the
statement.

Still, the IMF again predicted that
economic growth will slow down to
about 1.5 percent this year due to the
fallout from the war in Ukraine. It said
inflation in Armenia will remain “el-
evated” for the same reason.

The World Bank likewise fore-
cast last month that the Armenian
economy will likely grow by just 1.2
percent in 2022 because of its depen-
dence on Russia hit hard by Western
sanctions.
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Armenia Opens Trade Office
in Mumbai India

MUMBALI -- Armenia’s Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan, who was in
India on a working visit, attended April
27 the opening ceremony of the Arme-
nian Trade Office in India’s financial
center - the city of Mumbai, the Arme-
nian Foreign Ministry reported. It said
the Trade Office will operate under the
Armenian Honorary Consulate in
Chennai.

Mirzoyan and members of his
delegation visited India's largest port
in Mumbai, which handles more than
half of India's maritime cargo, and the
headquarters of the port's operator,
PSA Mumbai.

They were introduced to the his-
tory of the port, its operations, cargo
opportunities in different directions,
and its connections with different cen-

ters of the world. There was also a
discussion on using the possibilities of
Mumbai port for cargo transportation
to Armenia and related technical de-
tails.

On the same day the Armenian
and Indian business people had B2B
discussions in Mumbai. Armenian busi-
ness people had a meeting with the
vice-president of ITHCL company,
which is part of India's biggest
transnational conglomerate Tata Group.

Mirzoyan led an Armenian busi-
ness and investment delegations that
traveled to India to participate in Raisina
Dialogue Conference, India's flag con-
ference on geopolitics and
geoeconomics committed to address-
ing the most challenging issues facing
the global community.

Azerbaijan Defiles Armenian Church in
Hadrut, Cross Removed Inscriptions Erased

STEPANAKERT — Azerbaijan
has defiled an Armenian church in the
Nagorno-Karabakh town of Hadrut by
dismantling the cross from the dome
and erasing all Armenian inscriptions,
Karabakh Records reports.

On April 27, pro-government
news outlets in Azerbaijan published a
series of articles about alleged Easter
celebrations in Hadrut, also posting
fresh photos of the Church of the Holy
Resurrection in the city, which came
under Azerbaijan’s control during the
Second Karabakh war.

Analysis of the fresh photos
showed that the cross has been re-
moved from the dome. In addition, the
Azerbaijanis have removed a plate at
the entrance to the church, which
contained information about the most
recent renovation of the building.

Carpets and ritual utensils appear
to have been looted, while images of
saints have been removed from the
walls. Besides, Azerbaijani names have
been spray painted on the outer walls
of the temple.

In February, Yerevan “strongly
condemned” Azerbaijani Minister of
Culture Anar Karimov’s decision on
the establishment of a working group
for the destruction and alteration of the
identity of the Armenian religious and
historical-cultural monuments fallen
under the control of Azerbaijan.

Concerns about the preserva-
tion of cultural sites in Nagorno-
Karabakh are made all the more ur-
gent by the Azerbaijani government’s
history of systemically destroying
indigenous Armenian heritage—acts
of both warfare and historical revi-
sionism. The Azerbaijani govern-
ment has secretly destroyed a strik-
ing number of cultural and religious
artifacts in the late 20th century.
Within Nakhichevan alone, a his-
torically Armenian enclave in
Azerbaijan, Azerbaijani forces de-
stroyed at least 89 medieval
churches, 5,840 khachkars (Arme-
nian cross stones) and 22,000 his-
torical tombstones between 1997
and 2006.
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The Zoryan Institute Launches
New Genocide Education Program

The Zoryan Institute is pleased to
announce the launch of a new Geno-
cide Education Program titled, Pro-
moting Equity, Tolerance and Recon-
ciliation Through Genocide Education,
funded by the Ontario Ministry of
Education. This program, developed
by the Zoryan Institute, will provide
secondary school students across the
Greater Toronto Area with a founda-
tional understanding of the numerous,
complex, and often emotional issues
related to genocide and crimes against
humanity.

With the support of the Zoryan
Institute Board of Directors, genocide
education specialists, secondary
school level educators, and curricu-
lum consultants, the Institute devel-
oped an effective and impactful lesson
plan for this program. Megan Reid, the
Zoryan Institute’s Deputy Executive
Director, when asked about the rea-
sons behind the development of this
program, stated:

“The Zoryan Institute is the larg-
est independent research institute fo-
cused on genocide and human rights
research, scholarship, and education.
With this new undertaking, our mis-
sion is to now bring this work to
younger generations, and have them
recognize the dangers associated with
an “us” versus “them” mentality. This
program will teach the negative conse-
quences of hate, and emphasize the
obligations of individuals of all ages to
help prevent violence and promote
equity, tolerance and understanding.”

This program is designed to be
delivered to classrooms between May

and June 2022, and will be led by
notable graduates of the Zoryan
Institute’s Genocide and Human Rights
University Program (GHRUP) at the
University of Toronto. Each presenta-
tion will open with an interactive dis-
cussion introducing human rights and
genocide, and will explore select cases
of genocide, such as the Armenian
Genocide, the Holocaust, the cultural
genocide of the Indigenous Peoples of
Canada, among others, in a compara-
tive and multidisciplinary manner. This
will be done using both written and
oral testimonies and first-hand ac-
counts of those impacted by genocide.
This approach will also allow students
to compare and understand common-
alities in the processes and experi-
ences of genocide and will contribute
to a better understanding of the univer-
sality of the phenomenon.

Alison MacAulay, a PhD Candi-
date in History at the University of
Toronto, and graduate of the Zoryan
Institute’s 2017 GHRUP, is working
closely with the Institute on this initia-
tive. She had this to say about the
program’s impact:

“The Promoting Equity, Toler-
ance and Reconciliation Through Geno-
cide Education program is an opportu-
nity for high school students across
the GTA to think critically about what
it means to be active and engaged
global citizens. Zoryan’s innovative,
multi-media approach to human rights
and genocide education encourages
students to confront difficult pasts
and presents with empathy, under-
standing, and intellectual rigor. This

Armenia Leads the Region

Continued frompage 1

market remains under-developed,
which limits the financial independence
of private media. State-owned media
refrain from any criticism of the gov-
ernment. Enforcement of a new legal
framework which guarantees the trans-
parency of media ownership has yet to
begin.

As a profession, journalism is
disparaged and subject to especially
troubling hate speech. Anti-media
rhetoric from political elites, who ac-
cuse journalists of “corruption” and of
being in the service of their adversar-
ies, creates a climate of intolerance

that hinders reporters’ work.

They are constantly insulted, as-
saulted and subject to abusive pros-
ecution for calumny, which reinforces
self-censorship.

The year 2021 was difficult for
the media and for journalists because
of the Nagorno-Karabakh war, sched-
uled elections and the pandemic. A
government minister’s assault on a
journalist from an opposition outlet,
followed by months of investigation
that ended in judicial failure to recog-
nize the minister’s guilt, represents a
major setback for press freedom. In
general, violence against journalists
goes unpunished.

program can take students beyond their
classrooms and into their daily lives to
work towards making a more equi-
table and tolerant world.”

The Zoryan Institute is thankful
for the consultation it has received
from Ontario educators, Sossy Terzian-
Kheir of William Berczy Public School
of the York Region District School
Board, and Christine Zaghikian the
Curriculum Support Leader of Guid-
ance at Earl Haig Secondary School of
the Toronto District School Board, on
the program’s structure and method
of delivery to a high-school audience.
Reflecting on the new program Ms.
Zaghikian said:

“As our world continues to be
plagued by ethnic violence and politi-
cal unrest, it is important, now more
than ever, to learn about the roots of
genocidal events, and how concepts
such as exclusion, intolerance and de-
humanization can create a platform for
hate crimes and violations of human
rights. Through this program, stu-
dents will learn about the causes and
consequences of genocide, recognize
injustice and be engaged in combatting
hate a local level such that these kinds
of atrocities are never repeated.”

On this occasion, the Zoryan
Institute’s Co-Chairs, Prof. Roger
Smith, Prof. Maureen Hiebert and Prof.
Varouj Aivazian, wish to express their
sincere appreciation to the of the
Ontario Ministry of Education, and
particularly Minister of Education, Hon.
Stephen Lecce, for funding this pro-
gram through the 2021-2022 Anti-Hate
Initiatives Fund offered by the Indig-
enous Education and Well-Being Divi-
sion. The President of the Zoryan In-
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stitute, K.M. Greg Sarkissian, also
wishes to extend his gratitude to MPP
Aris Babikian, representing the
Scarborough-Agincourt riding, for his
ongoing support in promoting the
Zoryan Institute and its work to the
Ministry of Education. He stated:

“Mr. Babikian, in collaboration
with the Zoryan Institute, has been
instrumental in bringing genocide edu-
cation to Ontario high schools since
2008, through the development the
Grade 11 TDSB Course, Genocide:
Historical and Contemporary Implica-
tions. With his continued support, we
are confident that we can now expand
the work achieved through this pro-
gram to a wider audience in high
schools across the GTA through Pro-
moting Equity, Tolerance and Recon-
ciliation Through Genocide Education
program.”

The feedback that the Zoryan
Institute and the Ministry of Education
receive from this new program will be
utilized to inform the development of a
lesson plan and complimentary educa-
tional materials for Ontario secondary
school teachers and students in future
school years. The Zoryan Institute’s
long term goal with this initiative is to
train teachers and extend the program’s
reach beyond the province of Ontario,
and deliver these presentations nation-
wide.

We invite all educators or parents
in Ontario, who are interested in host-
ing the Promoting Equity, Tolerance
and Reconciliation Through Genocide
Education Program to a public high
school in the GTA, please contact the
Zoryan Institute at
admin@genocidestudies.org.

Armenia’s Opposition Fails to Mobilize
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out actions in the capital.

“We will not leave this place until
we achieve victory,” said Anna
Grigoryan, a lawmaker affiliated with
Hayastan.

“These authorities have no man-
date to lead the country to new con-
cessions,” Ishkhan Saghatelyan, a
Hayastan leader, told the protesters
before announcing the “large-scale
actions of disobedience.”

The opposition set up the protest
camp amid heightened security, with
scores of riot police deployed nearby.
They did not attempt to disperse the
protesters.

Earlier on Sunday, Armenia’s
Office of the Prosecutor-General
warned the opposition against “pro-
voking mass disturbances.”

In a separate statement, the Na-
tional Security Service (NSS) claimed
that there is a “real danger” of such
violence. It said it will not hesitate to
counter “any kind of actions destabi-
lizing Armenia’s internal stability.”

Representatives of the ruling Civil
Contract party denounced opposition
efforts to bring down Armenia’s gov-
ernment through street protests and

said they will end in failure.

Accordingly, they ruled out Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s resigna-
tion demanded by the parliament’s two
opposition blocs.

Artur Hovannisyan, a parlia-
ment deputy from Civil Contract,
accused the opposition of exploiting
the Karabakh issue for political pur-
poses.

“This narrative ended after 2018,”
Hovannisyan told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service. “They are now trying to re-
vive it because they have no legitimate
source of coming to power — namely,
the people’s support — because we
can see that their actions are not ac-
companied by strong support from
citizens.”

Hrachya Hakobyan, another pro-
government lawmaker and Pashinyan’s
brother-in-law, also said that the op-
position forces will fail to unseat the
current government.

“The [average] guy sitting athome
and following their actions hears only
negative messages and will not partici-
pate in those actions,” he said.

Both lawmakers rejected any par-
allels between the ongoing opposition
campaign and the 2018 mass protests
that brought Pashinyan to power.
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Vahe-Vahian’s Armenian Translation
of Kahlil Gibran’s The Prophet
To Be Presented By Abril Bookstore

GLENDALE —  Poet,
spiritualist Kahlil Gibran’s world-
renowned work, The Prophet, trans-
lated into Western Armenian in 1984
by author and teacher, VAHE-
VAHIAN, has been republished and
will be presented on Thursday, May
19, 2022, at 7:00pm at the Western
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
North America - 3325 N. Glenoaks
Blvd., Burbank, CA. The book will be
presented by Dr. Arpi Sarafian. Seg-
ments will beread by Hasmig Kitsinian.
Eventwill be held in Armenian. Admis-
sion is free with reception to follow.
For more information, call (818) 243-
4112. The evening is organized under
the auspices of His Eminence Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate of
the Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America.

The Prophetis a literary work
that has been popular reading around
the world ever since its publication in
1923. Yet, a translation that is consid-
ered by many to be the best rendering
into Western Armenian of the cel-
ebrated classic, has not been available
for over thirty-five years now. This
second edition is a response to the
numerous requests for the Vahe-Vahian
translation, following the publication
in the Armenian press of several ar-
ticles about the Armenian translations
of the Gibran classic.

This second edition is an exact
paperback replica of the 1984 first
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edition, except for the addition of a
Preface by Arpi Sarafian. The
Prophet is a collection of poetic es-
says that are philosophical, spiritual,
and, above all, inspirational. Gibran’s
musings cover such sprawling topics
as love, marriage, children, giving, eat-
ing and drinking, work, joy and sorrow,
housing, clothes, buying and selling,
crime and punishment, laws, freedom,
reason and passion, pain, self-knowl-
edge, teaching, friendship, talking, time,
good and evil, prayer, pleasure, beauty,
religion, and death. Each piece reveals
deep insights into the impulses of the
human heart and mind.

US, Armenia Sign MoU

Continued from page 1

“We just had a very good dia-
logue, exchange between us, and in-
deed a big part of the purpose of these
meetings is to relaunch the Strategic
Dialogue between the United States
and Armenia that was suspended be-
cause of COVID. This is a very
important vehicle by which we can
continue to deepen and strengthen our
relationship to pursue new areas of
cooperation and collaboration, and
we’re very pleased to be able to do that
now,” Secretary Blinken said.

He noted that the Memorandum
of Understanding on nuclear coopera-
tion opens new cooperative paths for
Armenia and the US and can also serve
to strengthen very much the bilateral
relationship.

“I just want to take this opportu-
nity as we’re sitting here to, in the first
instance, praise the leadership of the
prime minister and his government,
the democratic reforms that they’ve
been pursuing, the progress that con-
tinues to be made — but also to very
much welcome the dialogue between
Armenia and Azerbaijan, and to ex-
press real appreciation for the vision
and the courage and the flexibility that
the prime minister and Armenia have
been showing in this process working
toward what we all want, which is a
lasting peace,” Antony Blinken said.

The Armenian Foreign Minister
said, in turn, that during the 30 years
of diplomatic relations ethe two coun-
tries have succeeded to build very

strong relations based on common and
shared values of democracy, human
rights, and the rule of law.

“Now after the democratic Vel-
vet Revolution of 2018, through joint
efforts, we elevated the level of our
collaboration, cooperation to Strategic
Dialogue. And it is very significant
that T am here also in scope of the
capstone session of the Strategic Dia-
logue. And during this session, we
focused on our democratic reforms,
justice reforms, cooperation in bank-
ing sphere, looking ways of deepening
cooperation in the sphere of defense,
and of course prevention and fight
against corruption, and many other
areas. And we appreciate United States
efforts to support our reforms,” Min-
ister Mirzoyan stated.

He stressed that Armenia also
appreciate United States support for
developing Armenia’s energy sector.

“And I also want to note that we
value our partnership aimed at peace
and stability in our region, and in this
regard I want to highlight the impor-
tant role the United States of America
play as a co-chair of the OSCE Minsk
Group, which has a mandate from the
international community to facilitate a
peaceful resolution of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. T also appreciate
United States support through the Ar-
menia-Turkish normalization process
and United States strong stance on the
recognition on the condemnation of
the Armenian genocide and confirma-
tion of this stance this year, too,” the
Armenian Foreign Minister said.
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Asdourian Family Lends Their Support To
Help Realize The Dream Of Kindergartens
In Jajur And Keti Communities

SHIRAK — the communities of
Jajur and Keti in Armenia’s Shirak
Region now both have newly estab-
lished and operating kindergartens
thanks in part to the generous support
of longtime Paros friends and support-
ers, Mark and Charlene Asdourian.
More than 70 children and their fami-
lies will receive the benefits of early
education thanks to this important
project.

Inearly 2021, the Armenian gov-
ernment working with the consoli-
dated Community of Akhurian in
Armenia’s Shirak Region, launched
the complete renovation of buildings
to house a kindergarten in each of
these two communities. Short on funds,
they approached The Paros Founda-
tion and Focus on Children Now for
support to complete these two kinder-
gartens. The Paros Foundation com-
pleted the kitchen renovation and out-
fitting necessary appliances, furniture
and kitchen cooking supplies. Focus on
Children Now furnished the kindergar-
ten with the necessary furniture and
bedding. Mr. & Mrs. Mark and Charlene
Asdourian agreed to generously under-
write the budgets for both kitchens
through The Paros Foundation.

“In the next month or so the
kindergarten in the neighboring com-
munity of Marmarashen will also be

&

ready to open and launch operations,”
said Peter Abajian, Executive Director
of The Paros Foundation. “The ben-
efits of early education for these chil-
dren and their families, and the eco-
nomic impact of the new jobs created
at these three kindergartens is huge. |
am pleased that we were able to part-
ner and help resolve issues at these
three community’s kindergartens.”

Ms. Jeanectte Boras, another
friend and supporter of The Paros
Foundation, is sponsoring the kitchen
completion for the kindergarten in
Marmarashen. Once opened, this kin-
dergarten will serve atleast 25 children
and create at least four more full-time
employment positions.

The Paros Foundation has a long
history of supporting rural communi-
ties and their kindergartens. To date,
the Foundation has supported with
either partial or full renovations, more
than 20 kindergartens throughout Ar-
menia. Currently, the community of
Nerkin Tsaghkavan is next in line for
the creation of a new kindergarten.
For more information or to help spon-
sor this project please visit
www.parosfoundation.org. As with
all our projects, 100% of donor contri-
butions will be applied directly to this
project with no hold back for adminis-
trative expenses.

Pallone Leads 63 Caucus Membetrs

Continued from page 1

has committed to date is insufficient to
address the overwhelming needs of
these people.

"The U.S. has historically pro-
moted peace in Artsakh through U.S.
government-funded landmine and
unexploded ordnance clearance efforts
and enabling rebuilding by investing in
similar humanitarian assistance initia-
tives. We are requesting a robust hu-
manitarian assistance package for
Artsakh that lives up to American hu-
manitarian commitments."

“The United States remains
uniquely positioned to make important
diplomatic advances in the South
Caucasus. This is especially true in
Armenia, an ancient nation with a mod-
ern democracy that continues to make
democratic reforms in a region domi-
nated by autocratic leaders,” the law-
makers wrote. “Providing significant
assistance to Armenia will help make
its people more secure, bolster its de-

mocracy, sustain economic develop-
ment, stabilize its civil society, and aid
its ongoing response to the COVID-19
pandemic. This critical investment will
build on past support for Armenia and
Artsakh by the Subcommittee and will
help strengthen the U.S.-Armenia strate-
gic partnership, solidify our presence,
and grow our influence in the region.”

In September 2020, Azerbaijan,
actively aided by Turkey and foreign
mercenaries, initiated a deadly inva-
sion of Artsakh that led to six weeks of
devastating fighting that killed more
than5,000 people and forced more than
100,000 ethnic Armenians to flee their
homes. Artsakh and Armenia continue
to grapple with an ongoing humanitar-
ian crisis that resulted from the inva-
sion. Meanwhile, Azerbaijan continues
to provocatively station troops in Ar-
menian territory while falsely declar-
ing the land as its own and illegally
holding ethnic Armenians as detainees
and prisoners of war in contravention
of international human rights law.
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