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Pashinyan, Putin Discuss Bilateral Agenda,
Regional Issues

YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan had a tele-
phone conversation with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin today.

The Russian President congratu-
lated the Prime Minister of Armenia
on his birthday and wished him all
the best. Prime Minister Pashinyan
thanked the Russian President for
the phone call on his birthday and
stressed that he highly appreciates
the warm, friendly attitude of the
Russian President.

The interlocutors discussed a
number of issues on the Armenia-
Russia bilateral agenda, touched upon
regional issues, the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border situation.

The Russian President wel-
comed the first meeting of the Ar-
menian-Azerbaijani Commission on
Demarcation and Border Security
and reaffirmed Russia’s readiness
to support the border demarcation
process. It was emphasized that ac-

cording to the agreement, the next
sitting of the commission will be
held in Moscow.

The issue of opening regional
communications was touched upon
and an agreement was reached to in-
tensify the work of the trilateral work-
ing group.

Prime Minister Pashinyan shared
his impressions of the recent meeting
in Brussels with the Russian President,
expressing concern over the comments
that have nothing to do with the sub-
stance of the discussions after the
meeting.

In accordance with the provi-
sions of the joint statement of the
Prime Minister of the Republic of Ar-
menia and the President of the Russian
Federation of April 19, the interlocu-
tors also discussed issues related to
the settlement of the Nagorno Karabakh
conflict, in particular, the possibility
of'intensifying the OSCE Minsk Group
co-chairing.

Mirzoyan:

Baku Continues its Armenophobic Rhetoric,
Refuses to Release Armenian POWs

YEREVAN -- Inblatant violation
ofthe Trilateral Statement and interna-
tional humanitarian law, and despite
clear calls from the international com-
munity, Azerbaijan refuses to release
Armenian prisoners of war and other
detainees, Armenian Foreign Ministet
Ararat Mirzoyan said in an interview
with Indian WION.

Mirzoyan said that "the after-
shocks of the war unleashed by
Azerbaijan against Nagorno-Karabakh
in 2020 still affect Armenia and the
whole region.”

He said that “the situation in our
region remains unstable and tense, and
many issues remain unresolved after
the cessation of hostilities.”

“Armenophobic rhetoric still con-
tinues coming from official Baku. Psy-
chological terror against the Arme-
nians of Nagorno-Karabakh is still be-
ing carried out — calls from loudspeak-
ers to leave their homes, threatening to

force them to leave or cutting off gas
supplies in severe weather conditions.
The latest case is the incursion of the
Azerbaijani armed forces into the vil-
lage of Parukh in Nagorno-Karabakh on
March 24. Nevertheless, we believe that
the solution is peace, not war, and Arme-
nia continues its efforts to establish
peace and stability in the region,” he said.

Speaking about the process of
normalization of Armenia-Turkey re-
lations, Ararat Mirzoyan said that po-
litical will and readiness to take con-
crete steps are needed to achieve a
settlement.

“The Armenian side has shown
both many times, and we expect the
same from the Turkish side. Despite
all the risks and fragility, there is an
opportunity to open an era of peaceful
development in our region, and Arme-
nia will continue its efforts to contrib-
ute to the realization of that opportu-
nity,” Ararat Mirzoyan said.

SpaceX Launches Armenia's
First-Ever Space Satellite

YEREVAN -- The first ever Ar-
menian satellite has been launched into
space, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan announced at a Cabinet
meeting on Thursday.

“On May 25, 2022, at 22:35
Yerevan time, Armenia’s first space
satellite was launched into the Earth’s
orbit on a SpaceX rocket from Cape
Canaveral in the United States,”
Pashinyan said.

The low-earth orbit satellite was
launched by SpaceX, a U.S. space
manufacturer, in cooperation with the
Armenian state-owned company
Geocosmos and Satlantis, a private
firm headquartered in Spain.

Armenia’s High-Tech Minister
Robert Khachatryan and Ambassador
tothe US Lilit Makunts were present at
the launching ceremony.

“We can’t overestimate the sig-
nificance of this,” Pashinyan told law-
makers.

“With this, Armenia is embarking
into the era of space activities, and we

hope that ourrich traditions in this area
will be restored. I am speaking about
the space scientific-production area
which existed in Armenia for many
years. In this context I’d like to stress
that one of our priorities is the localiza-
tion of space technologies in Armenia,
as well as organizing the production of
space equipment,” Pashinyan said.

Pashinyan was referring to
Armenia’s participation in the Soviet
space program, which saw Armenian
scientists, facilities, and technologies
all play key roles. Armenia’s famous
Byurakan Observatory continues to
work with Russian space institutions
to this day.

Pashinyan said that Armenia plans
to establish a “satellite control center
and downlink facility” by the end of
next year in order to communicate
with the satellite, adding that the im-
ages it beams down to Earth will have
a wide variety of uses, from border
control to environmental monitoring to
urban planning.

Iran Reiterates Support for Armenia’s
Territorial Integrity

YEREVAN —Following further
progress made towards the opening of
Armenian-Azerbaijani transport links,
a senior Iranian diplomat reaffirmed
on Friday his country’s opposition to
any exterritorial corridors that would
pass through Armenia.

“All that should be done by re-
specting the internationally recognized
borders of the countries,” said Abbas
Badakhshan Zohouri, Iran’s ambassa-
dor to Armenia. “Iran will support all
initiatives corresponding to interna-
tional law and norms.”

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev reportedly reached major
understandings on the issue at their
May 22 talks in Brussels hosted by
European Council President Charles
Michel. The latter said they agreed on

“principles of border administration,
security, land fees but also customs in
the context of international transport.”
Aliyev told his Turkish counter-
part Recep Tayyip Erdogan afterwards
that he and Pashinyan agreed to open a
“Zangezur corridor” that will connect
Azerbaijan to its Nakhichevan exclave
through Armenia’s southeastern
Syunik province bordering Iran. Ar-
menian officials denied that, saying
that Yerevan and Baku are discussing
conventional transport links between
the two South Caucasus states.
Aliyevhadpublicly demanded earlier
that people and cargo using the corridor be
exempt from Armenian border controls.
Armenian leaders rejected his demands.
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi

Continued on page4
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President Vahagn Khachaturyan Speaks
About 44-day War, Closed Borders and
Democracy At Davos Forum
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DAVOS -- President Vahagn
Khachaturyan addressed the panel dis-
cussion on “The Price of Living in
Crisis” held within the framework of
the World Economic Forum in Davos.
He presented Armenia’s experience
and past path.

“Until now, Armenia regularly
finds itself in crises, which it tries to
overcome in a special way. We have
closed borders, anf it exerts a signifi-
cant impact on our quality of life. We
are talking about Turkey and Azerbaijan.
We have the unresolved Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, which keeps us in
constant conflict with our neighbor
Azerbaijan. Only a year and a halfago,
the 44-day war provoked by Azerbaijan
cost us heavy human and material
losses, the war was stopped only after
the intervention of Russia,” President
Khachaturyan said.

He noted that “we are in a new
crisis now, but we are able to overcome
it because the democratic principles we
have adopted allow us to do so0.”

“The most important thing is the
relationship between the government
and the society, the level of society’s
trust in the government, on the other
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side is how well the government un-
derstands the problems of its society.
Ifthere is a dialogue between them, the
issue of poverty will be resolved, the
probability of a new crisis will de-
crease, the country will become more
stable and manageable,” President
Khachaturyan added.

He stressed that the most impor-
tant thing is not to betray the prin-
ciples, adding ghat the experience of
our country shows that.”

“From 2000 to 2018, our coun-
try renounced democratic values, cor-
ruption ate the country in the true
sense of the word. We found our-
selves in an extremely bad situation. In
2018, avelvetrevolution took place, as
a result of which a young government
came to power, giving new life to all
spheres, business felt free, people felt
free, people were able to do business
freely, no one could stop them, de-
mand money, political forces got an
opportunity to participate in elections
on equal terms. The economy grew by
7.5 percent the following year,” the
President said, noting that the eradica-
tion of corruption became a great im-
petus.

Deputy Prime Ministers of Armenia and
Azerbaijan Hold First Meeting
on Border Demarcation

YEREVAN -- Deputy prime min-
isters of Armenia and Azerbaijan met
on Tuesday for the first round of
negotiations on demarcating the long
and heavily militarized border be-
tween the two states.

Deputy Prime Minister Mher
Grigoryan and his Azerbaijani coun-
terpart Shahin Mustafayev held the
talks at an undisclosed section of
the border one day after being ap-
pointed as chairmen of separate Ar-
menian and Azerbaijani government
commissions on the border demar-
cation.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
said they discussed “procedural and
organizational issues relating to joint
activities of the commissions.”
Grigoryan and Mustafayev decided
to hold their next meetings in Mos-
cow and Brussels, the ministry said
without giving dates.

The two men have also co-
headed, together with Russia’s
Deputy Prime Minister Alexei

Overchuk, a Russian-Armenian-
Azerbaijani working group dealing
with practical modalities of opening
transport links between Armenia and
Azerbaijan. The group has not met
since December.

Grigoryan’s meeting with
Mustafayev came two days after the
latest Armenian-Azerbaijani summit
hosted by European Council Presi-
dent Charles Michel in Brussels.
Michel said Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev agreed to
launch the demarcation process “in
the coming days.”

The process is meant to end
long-running border disputes and
skirmishes between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forces that have broken
outregularly throughout the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. It was supposed
to getunderway shortly after Aliyev’s
and Pashinyan’s trilateral meeting
with Russian President Vladimir Putin
held in Sochi last November.
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US and Russian Ambassadors Visit
Syunik Region of Armenian

YEREVAN -- Both US and Rus-
sian ambassadors to Armenia visited
Syunik region on May 24th.

Ambassador Lynne Tracy met
with Syunik Governor Robert
Ghukasyan to seek an update on the
security situation in the region and
traveled to the southern border.

She also met with beneficiaries
of USAID’s My Armenia project and
visited the St. Hovhannes Church in

.M...- ‘.; :_f‘.:;‘ :
Meghri, a Public Diplomacy Section-
supported Ambassadors Fund for Cul-
tural Preservation site.

“I'was very happy to be in Syunik
and Vayots Dzor once again —this time
with my family who are visiting Arme-
nia. We saw Armenia’s beauty and
cultural riches while experiencing the
warm hospitality of Armenian friends.
I appreciated the opportunity to be
updated on how the U.S. government
is contributing toward this part of
Armenia’s development with dedicated
and wonderful local partners," said the
Ambassador

"The high-ranking diplomat and
the head of the region discussed a
number of issues related to the socio-
economic, road construction, agricul-

tural, economic diversification, edu-
cation, youth issues and the develop-
ment of Syunik in general," Governer
Robert Ghukasyan said in a statement.
Russian Ambassador Sergey
Kopirkin visited the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border and met with Rus-
sian border guards stationed there.
According to the Russian Em-
bassy in Yerevan, Kopyrkin visited
two Russian military outposts at local

sections of the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border and spoke with Russian border
guards serving there about their “day-
to-day combat and training activities”.

The commander of the border
guards deployed in the strategically
important area briefed him on “the
operational situation developing in this
section of the Armenian border,” the
embassy said in a statement released
on Wednesday.

The statement said that at the
entrance to Syunik’s administrative
center Kapan Kopyrkin was greeted by
unnamed officials from the municipal
administration. It said they thanked
Russia for its contribution to the
region’s security and economic devel-
opment.

Armenia's Economic Situation is Strong

YEREVAN — Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan described
today the current economic situation
in the country as ‘optimistic.’

“Our economy is showing stabil-
ity. We have an economic growth of
8.6 percent in the first quarter, and the
economic activity index in the first 4
months was 9.4 percent,” he said on
Tuesday.

Pashinyan said this optimistic
backdrop has been prompting an in-
crease in passenger inflows to Arme-
nia. “The balance of arrivals and de-
partures is positive in favor of arrivals.

For example, this morning when I was
looking at the figures, I noticed that
yesterday there were 1000 more people
arriving than leaving,” he said.

“Our tax revenue collection pro-
jection for May is 119.1 billion drams,
but we can confidently say that this
indicator will reach 128.2 billion drams,
that is 9.1 billion drams more than
planned,” he said.

Pashinyan noted also thatthe 715
billion dram revenue target, projected
for the first 4 months will be exceeded

Continued onpage3
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The Hidden Map Premiering on PBS in
Hundreds of U.S. Cities Beginning June 5

Check PBS.org or

thehiddenmap.com
for schedules

¢

Premieres in

June 2022

LOS ANGELES — PBS (Public
Broadcasting Service) is days away
from premiering the Armenian story as
told through Ani Hovannisian’s The
Hidden Map. The documentary will air
about 1,000 times primarily between
June 5-13, 2022, across the nation in
cities from Boston, Massachusetts to
Juneau, Alaska.

The Hidden Map takes viewers
deep into the ancestral Armenian home-
land, where a chance meeting between
an Armenian-American granddaughter
of genocide survivors and a Scottish
explorer leads to a joint odyssey be-
neath the surface of modern-day Tur-
key, uncovering buried secrets, brave
resilience and the hidden map. Watch
The Hidden Map Trailer.

“It’stime.” said Hovannisian. “To
know that the silenced voices and
stories of our people, of truth, are
going to resonate into the homes and
consciousness of perhaps millions of
Americansis hugely filling.” She noted
that she couldn’t have chosen a better
home for her life’s most important
work—four journeys and seven years
in the making— and she is thankful
that PBS feels the same.

PBS’s historic decision to dis-
tribute this independent film to 330
stations comes on the heels of an
outpouring of viewer support when it
debuted locally in Southern California.
With the film’s national release, view-
ers who pledge even a nominal amount
to PBS will help ensure additional
airings and receive unique gifts, in-
cluding hand-crocheted dolls made by

A FILM BY

ANl HOVANNISIAN

Nationwide

OpBs

women in Goris, Armenia— among
them displaced citizens of Artsakh
working toward economic stability.
This is a rare opportunity for individu-
als and communities to be directly
involved with bringing this human story
of heartbreak, discovery and hope to
life for millions of Americans, while
touching the lives of Armenians today.

To find program dates and times,
which also include in-studio conver-
sations with the filmmaker, viewers
can check their local schedules at
pbs.org/tv_schedules/ or
thehiddenmap.com. Most PBS stations
have multiple channels—for example,
PBS World- so it is important to locate
the right channel ahead of time.

The Hidden Map has earned more
than a dozen international awards and
honors, and was considered for three
2021 Primetime Emmys, including
Exceptional Merit in Documentary
Filmmaking. Among many notable pre-
sentations in the U.S. and abroad was
a special in-person screening in the
U.K. Parliament.

Hovannisian has traveled the
world producing stories for non-fic-
tion television programs, and reported
the Armenian news on Horizon Televi-
sion for more than a decade. She is the
daughter of Professor Richard and Dr.
Vartiter Kotcholosian Hovannisian,
beacons of truth and humanity to
whom she dedicates the film. Ani and
husband Armenio have two children,
Sophene and Daron, named after the
ancestral homes of their great grand-
parents whose flame they keep alive.

Armenia's Economic Situation is Strong

Continued from page 2

by 45 billion drams.

“Compared to the first five
months of last year, we will collect
141 billion drams more in taxes than
envisaged,” he said.

The 2022 budget calls for 1 tril-
lion 947.8 billion drams in revenue (a
17% rise compared to 2021), and for 2

trillion 184 billion drams in spending (a
10% rise compared to 2021). The
budget deficit is projected at 236.2
billion drams. ($1 — 449.56 AMD).

Addressing lawmakers in
Yerevan, Pashinyan indicated that
he hopes to keep up the growth in
the months ahead with capital
projects financed from the state
budget.
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Hovhannes Bachkov Crowned

European Boxing Champion
Armenia Wins One Gold, Two Silver and One Bronze Medals

YEREVAN -- Armenian Boxers
have won one gold, two silver and one
bronze Medals in European Champion-
ships held in Yerevan from May 22th
to May 30th. 40 countries were repre-
sented in tcompetitionion with
Azerbaijan boycoting the event.

Hovhannes Bachkov Armenia's
best boxer won his third consecu-
tive title in 63.5 kg weight catagoey
beating France’s Lounes Hamraoui
with a clear advantage in all three
rounds 5-0.

The boxer thanked everyone for
support, noting that “without that sup-
port, this victory might not have hap-
pened.

“I’m also thankful to myself
(laughs) for doing a really great job.

SAUUUPHULS
gdrnausk
unuaLnr rRaNrLv

Only I know that, “said the boxer after
his victory.

Hovhannes Bachkov is the third
Armenian boxer to win the European
Championship three times. The first
was Vladimir Yengibaryanin 1955 and
1957, and Israyel Hakobkokhyan in
1985, 1989 and 1991.

Rafyael Hovhannisyan won the
silver in the 80-86 kg weight cat-
egory. In the final bout the Armenian
was defeated by Georgia’s Georgii
Kushinashvili.

Artur Bazeyan also won the sil-
ver medal in the 57 kg event of the
competition. He was defeated by Vasil
Usturo of Belgium in the final.

Narek Manasyan captured bronze
medal in 92 kg catagory.

Charles Aznavour Monument Unveiled in
Varna, Bulgaria

A monument to Charles Aznavour
has been unveiled in Varna, Bulgaria,
ORER Armenian European Magazine
reports.

According to the source, it started
a year ago. The diligent work of a
Bulgarian initiative committee led to
the signing of a Memorandum of un-
derstanding between the Aznavour
Foundation and AGBU Varna.

The official unveiling ceremony
of the Charles Aznavour Monument
was held in the heart of Varna —
Saedinenie Square, under the patron-
age of Her Excellency Ms. Florence
Robine — Ambassador of the French
Republic to the Republic of Bulgaria,
His Excellency Armen Yedigaryan —
Ambassador of the Republic of Arme-
nia to the Republic of Bulgaria, and
with the blessing of Archbishop Tatev
Agopyan — Archbishop of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Orthodox Holy Church

; LAPT ASHABYP
- CHARLES AZNAVOUR
- olinL Ugutdnkn -

in Bulgaria and Romania. The compo-
sition is a work of the sculptor
Krassimir Angelov.

The Charles Aznavour Monument
was inaugurated by His Excellency
Armen Yedigaryan — Ambassador of
the Republic of Armenia to the Repub-
lic of Bulgaria, Ms. Iva Dikova— Attaché
for Cooperation at the French Em-
bassy and Representative of Her Ex-
cellency Ms. Florence Robin — Am-
bassador of the Republic of France to
the Republic of Bulgaria, and Mr. Levon
Hampartzoumian — Honorary Member
of the Armenian General Benevolent
Union “Parekordzagan” Varna.

The event was attended by the
Mayor of Varna, Mr. Ivan Portnih, Mr.
Daniel Lorer — Minister of Innovations
and growth, Mr. Blagomir Kotsev —
Governor of Varna province, govern-
ment officials, local government offi-
cials and many citizens.
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Southwestern Law LL.M. Graduate
Is First of Many from Artsakh & Armenia

“Culture in Conflict: South Caucasus Today”
Conference Held in Vienna

‘Commencement

Arman Asryan

General LL.M. Program

Anincredible young lawyer from
Artsakh, Arman Asryan, will graduate
with an LL.M. at Southwestern Law
School’s 107th commencement this
Sunday, May 29, 2022, at the Rose
Bowl. Both he and his story are re-
markable.

Lucy Varpetian, Chair of the Ar-
menian Bar Association and 1996
Southwestern alumna, explains: Just
months before Arman matriculated into
Southwestern’s LL.M. program as the
inaugural fellow under a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) between
Southwestern and the Human Rights
Defender’s Offices of the Republics
of Armenia and Artsakh, Arman was
7,000 miles away helping defend his
homeland of Artsakh in the war of
aggression against it by Azerbaijan.
Armed with the tools he has learned
and developed at Southwestern, Arman
will now return to his native land to
steer and safeguard an indigenous civi-
lization steeped in the rule of law, the
respect for human and civil rights, and
the security and dignity of all people.

In the wake of Arman success-
fully completing Southwestern’s
LL.M. program, Southwestern signed
new MOUs with the Human Rights
Defender’s Offices of the Republics
of Armenia and Artsakh extending and
expanding the relationship. Under the
MOUs, Southwestern will provide up
to two full scholarships for LL.M.
students during the next four aca-
demic years.

“I am excited to offer this educa-
tional and advancement opportunity to
more dedicated attorneys like Arman
to strengthen their international law
and human rights related knowledge
and skills at Southwestern and return
home to Artsakh and Armenia as

impactful change makers and lead-
ers.”

Darby Dickerson, Southwestern
Law School’s President and Dean
Human Rights Defender of Armenia,
Kristinne Grigoryan, offered congratu-
lations to Arman for his upcoming
graduation. She is proud to be part of
this important initiative with South-
western that “provides an excellent
opportunity to young lawyers from
Armenia and Artsakh to enrich their
knowledge in the field of human rights
and rule of law.” Ms. Grigoryan is
grateful to Southwestern “for such a
great partnership.”

Additional accolades for Arman
come from Gegham Stepanyan, the
Human Rights Defender of Artsakh.
He congratulated Arman for being the
“’firstborn’ of this program and com-
pleting it successfully.” Mr. Stepanyan
is confident that Arman will be an
“ambassador of cooperation between
Southwestern and Artaskh’s Human
Rights Defender’s Office” and will
“inspire many to follow his footsteps$
“ Mr. Stepanyan is thankful to South-
western “for its willingness and per-
sistence in acknowledging the poten-
tial of and creating opportunities for
the aspiring legal professionals of
Artsakh and putting access to educa-
tion above all.”

Southwestern’s relationship with
the respective Human Rights
Defender’s Offices and the resulting
scholarship program would not have
been possible without the critical roles
played by Southwestern alumna Lucy
Varpetian 96 and the Armenian Bar
Association. Varpetian and the Arme-
nian Bar Association will continue to
consult with all parties to help ensure
the program’s continued success.

Iran Reiterates Support

Continued from page 1

backed Yerevan’s position in January,
telling Pashinyan that Tehran supports
Armenian sovereignty over all roads
passing through Armenia. Zohouri re-
affirmed that stance when he visited
Syunik early this month.

Syunikis the only Armenian prov-
ince that borders Iran. Some Iranian
lawmakers accused Aliyev last fall of
seeking to effectively strip Iran of a
common border with Armenia.

Zohouri on Friday called for
stronger economic ties between Syunik
and Iran’s East Azerbaijan province

bordering Armenia.

“It is obvious that very close
cooperation between the two border
provinces can have great advantages,”
he told reporters in Yerevan.

The Iranian ambassador also em-
phasized Russia’s involvement in the
efforts to open the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border to trade and other cargo ship-
ments. He pointed to the work of a
Russian-Armenian-Azerbaijani task force
dealing with practical modalities of the
planned transport links.

Zohouri did not mention the Eu-
ropean Union’s separate peace efforts
criticized by Moscow.

VIENNA -- On May 13-14 the
“Culture in Conflict: South Caucasus
Today” international conference
took place at the Vienna Museum of
Historical Arts focusing on the is-
sues and threatening dangers of pro-
tection and preservation of
Artsakh’s cultural heritage. The
conference was organized under the
patronage of His Holiness
Karekin EE, Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians, by the
Austrian Committee of Mother See’s
Office for Artsakh Spiritual-Cul-
tural Heritage Issues.

During the conference the in-
ternational and Armenian speakers
emphasized that in the course of
the war of 2020, and since Novem-
ber 9, numerous cases of destruc-
tion and distortion of the Armenian
Christian culture by Azerbaijan has
been registered in the occupied ter-
ritories of Artsakh, which demon-
strate the Azerbaijani state policy of
eliminating the Armenian cultural
trace. Evidences of this criminal
policy of Azerbaijan were pre-
sented in the form of documen-
tary mater-ials: satellite photos,
videos, etc., which undeniably af-
firm the sys-temic vandalism of
Armenian cultural heritage and to
demand international condemnation
and prevention of these crimes
in defense of the Christian heritage
of world culture.

Dr. Jasmine Dum-Tragut, the
head of the Austrian committee of
Mother See’s Office for Artsakh
Spiritual-Cultural Heritage Is-
sues delivered the welcoming mes-
sage at the conference.

The speakers presented vari-
ous initiatives for the protection of
cultural heritage, which can be an
exemplary in the case of Artsakh. A
detailed reference was made to the
UN International Court of Justice in
2021. According to the decision
made in December 2010, Azerbaijan
undertakes to abandon its policy of
destroying the Armenian cultural
heritage in Artsakh. The speakers
also presented international and Ar-
menian initiatives that serve to pre-
serve that heritage and raise its is-
sues. As a co-organizer of the con-
ference, Blue Shield Austrian Com-
mittee chair Karl Habsburg-Lothrin-
gen criticized the Azerbaijani
actions and considered important
the exchange of international expe-
rience of cultural heritage preser-
vation skills of the representatives

of Armenian culture, as well as rep-
resentatives of the army. He also
noted that work is underway
to open a Blue Shield office in Ar-
menia, which will provide an op-
portunity for this international or-
ganization for the protection of cul-
tural heritage endangered in course
of military actions to operate in
Armenia as well.

His Grace Bishop Tiran Pet-
rosyan, the Pontifical Legate of the
Armenian-Apostolic Church for Cen-
tral Europe and Scandinavia, con-
veyed the welcoming message of
His Holiness Karekin EE, Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Ar-
menians at the conference, as well
as messages were delivered
by Arch-bishop Hovnan Derderian,
the Primate of the Western Diocese
of the Armenian Church of North
A m e r 1 c a R
Bishop Vrtanes Abrahamyan, the
Primate of Artsakh Diocese, Very
Rev. Garegin Hambardzumyan, the
Director of Mother See’s Office
for Artsakh Spiritual-Cultural Heri-
tage Issues. The ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of
Armenia to Austria,
Mr. Papikyan addressed the partici-
pants with his welcoming speech.

Among the speakers were four
participants from Armenia:
Raffi Kortoshian, Deputy Director
of the Research on Armenian Archi-
tecture Foundation, Ani Avagyan, Ex-
ecutive director of Armenian Heritage
Foundation.

Matenadaran, the Mesrop -
Mashtots Institute of Ancient Manu-
scripts was presented by Sona Ba-
loyan, senior specialist in interna-
tional relations.

Documentary film director
Seda Grigoryan made a presentation
of the documentary film “Cultural
Conflict”, showing an episode of
cultural genocide in Nakhichevan
and drawing parallels with the cur-
rent situation of endangered heri-
tage sites of Artsakh.

Prior to the conference, an exhi-
bition entitled “Culture in Conflict:
Artsakh Armenian Cultural Heritage”
took place in Salzburg from May 11-
14, during which manuscripts, printed
books and other interesting materials
kept in the library of
the Mekhitarist Congregation in
Vienna were displayed.

Father Garegin Hambardzumyan

Brotherhood of the Mother See
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Norayr Daduryan Armeno-Turkish
Translation Services

From Armeno-Turkish to Armenian and English languages.
Bring your family's history back to life!
Family letters, postcards, diaries, and more...

Please reach out for quotes
Website: norayr.daduryan.com
Email: norayrdaduryan@gmail.com
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Now Hiring

HOMEROOM TEACHERS
for preschool & elementary classes
Bilingual (English/Armenian required)

2361 Florencita Dr. Montrose, California 91020
Tel: (818) 249-8783

Email Resume: rboyadjian@asamontrose.net
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ARMENIAN NATIONAL & ETHNOGRAPHIC SONGS

Sponsored by: S. D. H. P. Western American Committee

Dedicated to 135" Anniversary
With the participation of:
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Stiph Iy’ nibilkhiwyg Gupwmpa Snrhhu 25, 2022-hii
Saturday, June 25, 2022, Gpllnyloui dwddp 7:00-Ei wljulouy
Starting from 7:00 p.m. <-U.L.U.-Dppl upwhlic hlipu:
At AEBU Center 1060 N. ALLEN AVE., PASADENA, CA 91104
Slinbpp wuwpmhnlgn: hwdwp”™ <. 626-429-2815
Unvmnph mlkp’ $75

The event will take place on




