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“Corridor” Narrative a Red Line for Armenia,
PM Pashinyan Tells Al Jazeera

DOHA -- The trilateral statement
signed between Armenia, Russia and
Azerbaijan on November 9, 2020 was
a step to stop violence in Nagorno
Karabakh, Prime Minister of Armenia
Nikol Pashinyan said in an interview to
Al Jazeera during the official visit in
Qatar.

“But I should state that this state-
ment hasn’t addressed the Nagorno
Karabakh issue, and Nagorno Karabakh
issue should be addressed, and we
hope thatinupcoming times we will be
able to address Nagorno Karabakh is-
sue as well”, the PM said.

Pashinyan stated that Armenia
has several tracks with Azerbaijan.
“Recently we have established a com-
mission for border delimitation be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan, and it
is very important to continue that work.

Only one meeting occurred, but we
have already agreed that the second
meeting will take place in Moscow, the
Russian capital, and the third meeting
will take place in Brussels. And we
hope that with the support of our
international partners and of course
through the direct work we will be able
to delimit our borders”, he said.
Asked what will be the position
of Armenia if the border commission
decides that the entire territory of
Nagorno Karabakh should belong to
Azerbaijan, the Armenian PM said: “The
commission for border delimitation has
nothing to do with the Nagorno
Karabakh issue, because, as I said, we
have different tracks with Azerbaijan.
One track is border delimitation, and

Continued on page 2

Lavrov and Mirzoyan Agree
Armenia Will Have Full Control
Over Land and Railway Transit Routes

YEREVAN — Armenia will con-
trol all road and railway links that will
connect Azerbaijan with Nakhichevan
through an Armenian region, Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said
during a visit to Yerevan on Thursday.

Lavrov revealed at the same time
that the Armenian government has
agreed to simplify border crossing pro-
cedures for Azerbaijani cargo and trav-
ellers that will use the planned transit
routes.

Speaking after talks with Arme-
nian Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan,
Lavrov said that Baku, Moscow and
Yerevan are now finalizing a deal on a
“simplified” border control regime for
the road to Nakhichevan.

“It will be simplified but it will
precisely be based on the recognition
of the sovereignty of Armenian terri-
tory,” Lavrov told a joint news confer-
ence with Mirzoyan. “There can be no
ambiguities here.”

“We have a sense that our Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani colleagues pro-
ceed from this,” he said.

Mirzoyan told reporters his dis-
cussions with Lavrov focused on on-
going normalization efforts between
Yerevan and Baku, calling the talks
“constructive and sincere.”

He stressed that “all roads that
will be opened or reopened will remain
under the sovereignty and jurisdiction
of the country through which they
pass.” He said Baku and Yerevan have
yet to work out “many details” of the
transport links.

“But discussions are continuing
and I think that we will have mutually
acceptable solutions,” added the Ar-
menian minister.

Mirzoyan added that “addressing
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is vi-
tal, which will include the key points
on ensuring the security and all rights
of the people of Artsakh and determin-
ing the final status of Nagorno-
Karabakh.”

In turn, Lavrov said that Yerevan
and Moscow “have a common percep-

Continued on page4

Nobel-winning Neuroscientist
Ardem Patapoutian Named Honorary Doctor
of Yerevan State Medical University

YEREVAN -- Nobel Prize laure-
ate Ardem Patapoutian was named Hon-
orary Doctor of the Yerevan State
Medical University (YSMU) at a sol-
emn session of the Academic Council
today.

The US-based Lebanese-Arme-
nian neurobiologist, Professor at the
Dorris Neuroscience Center at the
Scripps Research Institute in Califor-

nia, and a researcher at the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute Ardem
Patapoutian was awarded the Nobel
Prize in Physiology or Medicine for
discoveries of receptors for tempera-
ture and touch.

In his opening remarks YSMU
Rector Armen Muradyan emphasized

Continued on page3

PM Pashinyan on Official Visit to Qatar

Several MoUs and Cooperation Agreements
Signed Between the Two Countries

DOHA — On an official visit to
the State of Qatar, Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan met with the
Emir of the State of Qatar, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani on Mon-
day.

Welcoming Prime Minister
Pashinyan, the Emir of Qatar praised
the good-neighborly relations and mu-
tual trust between Armenia and Qatar,
emphasizing that the Qatari side is
interested in developing and strength-
ening bilateral cooperation in various
fields.

Nikol Pashinyan thanked for the
warm reception and expressed confi-
dence that the visit will give a new
impetus to the Armenian-Qatari coop-

eration, including in the economic and
humanitarian spheres.

The Prime Minister of Armenia
and the Emir of Qatar stressed the
great potential of cooperation between
the two friendly countries, the mutual
readiness to expand and strengthen
relations.

The parties attached importance
to the development of relations espe-
cially in the spheres of economy, in-
formation technologies, science, air
communication, tourism and culture.

Nikol Pashinyan referred to the
business environment in our country,
noting that the Armenian government

Continued on page4
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European Parliament Calls on Turkey
to Recognize Armenian Genocide,
Urges Ban on Grey Wolves

STRASBOURG — 1In a 2021
country report on Turkey adopted by
the European Parliament on Tuesday by
448 votes in favor, 67 against and 107
abstentions, the European Parliament
members warn that in spite of Turkey’s
repeated statements that it aims to be-
come an EU member, over the past two
years the country has consistently gone
back on its commitments in relation to
the accession process.

Referring to the European Parlia-
mentresolution of 15 April 2015 on the
centenary of Armenian Genocide, the
MEPs once again encourage Turkey to
recognize the Armenian Genocide.

The report commends recent rap-
prochement between Turkey and Ar-
menia with regard to the decision to
start bilateral contacts, the appoint-
ment of special representatives and the
resumption of flights between the two
countries; considers this attempt a
highly positive development which has
a positive impact on prosperity and
security in the region; encourages both
sides to pursue these efforts with a
view to fully normalizing their rela-
tions and calls for the EU to actively
support this process.

The Parliament encourages Tur-
key to pave the way for genuine recon-
ciliation between the Turkish and Ar-
menian peoples, including settling the

dispute of the Armenian Genocide, and
to fully respect its obligations to pro-
tect Armenian and other cultural heri-
tage; expresses the hope that this may
lead to a dynamic of normalization of
relations in the South Caucasus; fur-
ther welcomes Turkey’s diplomatic
efforts to normalize relations with vari-
ous countries in the Middle East, espe-
cially Israel; encourages Turkey, once
again, to recognize the Armenian Geno-
cide.

The report also urges Turkey’s
authorities to increase their efforts to
effectively address the dire situation of
Armenians and other minorities in the
country.

The European Parliament remains
worried that the racist right-wing ex-
tremist movement known as the Grey
Wolves, which is closely linked to the
ruling coalition Nationalist Movement
Party (MHP), is spreading not only in
Turkey but also in EU Member States.
It calls for the EU and its Member
States to examine the possibility of
banning their associations in EU coun-
tries; calls on the Member States to
closely monitor.

The European Parliament calls
also on the European Union and mem-
ber states to consider banning the “Grey
Wolves” organization’s activities in
these countries.

“Arabic Messages From Armenia:
Heritage For Cultural Dialogue” Exhibition
Launched At Qatar National Library

DOHA — The government del-
egation headed by Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan visited Qatar National Li-
brary in Doha, where temporary exhi-
bition entitled “Arabic messages from
Armenia: Heritage for Cultural Dia-
logue” has been opened.

The Prime Minister was wel-
comed at the Library by the President
of'the Library, Minister of State Hamad
Bin Abdulaziz Al-Kuwari. Accompa-
nied by the latter, the Prime Minister
got acquainted with the exhibits pre-
sented at the exhibition, then toured
the library and made a note in the
Honorary Guest Book.

The exhibition presents 9 dupli-
cate samples from the numismatic and
archeological collections of the His-
tory Museum of Armenia, which
present silver and copper dirhams is-

sued in “Dvin”, “Armenia”,
“Haroonabad” and “Aleppo” mints.
Gold dinar issued in 752, copper felts
issued at the “Barda” mint, as well as
samples of a bronze double-headed ax
dating back to the 18th century with
floral ornaments and animal images.

The exhibition posters will
present cultural values and historical
facts related to the long-standing Ar-
menian-Arab relations.

Prime Minister Pashinyan noted
that the exhibits are another evidence
of centuries-old Armenian-Arab
friendly ties, which will be of great
interest to both locals and tourists
visiting here.

The exhibition will run for a week
at Qatar National Library. Prime Min-
ister Pashinyan also visited the Na-
tional Museum of Qatar.
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‘Fly Arna’ Receives First Aircraft and
Announces Launch Plans

YEREVAN — Fly Arna,
Armenia’s national airline and a joint
venture company between the Arme-
nian National Interests Fund (ANIF)
and Air Arabia Group, today held the
launch ceremony of the airline at the
Presidential Terminal in Zvartnots/ In-
ternational Airport in Yerevan.

The launch ceremony was at-
tended by Prime Minister of Armenia
Nikol Pashinyan, representatives of
the Government of Armenia, along
with senior leaders of the Armenian
National Interests Fund (ANIF), Air
Arabia Group, Civil Aviation Commit-
tee, Zvartnots International Airport,
members of the press and other del-
egates. The ceremony included the ar-
rival of Fly Arna’s first Airbus A320
aircraft, which has departed from
Sharjah International Airport carrying a
delegation from Air Arabia Group and
was received by a water cannon salute
at Zvartnots/ International Airport.

During a speech at the ceremony,
the Prime Minister, said: “Our political
commitment was to enforce changes
in the field of aviation, also to ensure
that more planes had the Armenian flag
colors on their board. And today I am
glad that we have this opportunity, I
congratulate all of us on this occasion,
as the Government of Armenia, the
Armenian National Interests Fund, with
the participation of our partners of Air

Arabiaare launching this airline. T hope
that Fly Arna will bring more people in
and out of Armenia, and Armenia will
become a crossroads from where
people travel and return, where they
come for tourism and take with them a
partof Armenia, and a positive attitude
towards our country.”

Tigran Avinyan, Chairman of the
Board of ANIF, said: “We are proud to
launch Fly Arna today after months of
hard work and dedication. The arrival
of the first aircraft to its new home
base at Zvartnots International Airport
is considered another great landmark
to celebrate and an important step on
our journey towards starting our op-
erations. We are looking forward to
working in strategic partnership with
our stakeholders to cater the growing
aviation and tourism industries in Ar-
menia and to providing an exceptional
passenger experience to travellers”.

Fly Arna operates the Airbus
A320-200 aircraft, the most modern
and best-selling single aisle aircraft in
the world. The aircraft is configured
with 174 seats and therefore providing
added comfort with one of the most
generous seat-pitch of any economy
cabin. The aircraft is also equipped
with “SkyTime”, a free in-flight
streaming service that will allows pas-
sengers to stream a wide selection of
entertainment directly to their devices.

“Corridor” Narrative a Red Line for Armenia

Continued frompage 1

border security also, it is very impor-
tant, and is under the mandate of this
commission because we need to keep
the stability and security alongside of
our borders. The second issue is the
normalization of relations between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. There is one
more track connected with the open-
ing of the regional transportation and
economic communication. But, of
course, the most important and the
most urgent issue between Armenia
and Azerbaijan and for the peace in
our region is Nagorno Karabakh is-
sue”.

Answering a question about so-
called corridor, Pashinyan said it is
unacceptable for Armenia, it is a red
line for us, because in our region,
according to the trilateral statement,
we have one corridor, it is the Lachin
corridor that connects Nagorno
Karabakh to Armenia.

Pashinyan highlighted Russia’s
role as the guarantor of the trilateral

statement. “Russia is the strategic part-
ner and ally of Armenia, but Russia is
a very close country for Azerbaijan
too”, he noted.

Pashinyan commented on the
ongoing process of normalizing the
relations between Armenia and Turkey
in an interview to Al Jazeera, calling
the current dialogue “positive” and
expressing hope for achieving “tan-
gible results”.

“We have started conversation
through special representatives of
Armenia and Turkey. The situation is
that the conversation itself is very
positive, and we hope that we will
have tangible results. Now I can’t
say that we have no any results be-
cause after the start of the conversa-
tion, for example, we have estab-
lished direct flights between Arme-
nia and Turkey. But it is something
that we had before. I hope we will be
able to establish diplomatic relations
and open the border between Arme-
nia and Turkey which is closed for
thirty years”, he stated.
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Official Launch of Digital Julfa Network to
be Announced During Orion Summit 2022
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DIGITAL JULFA
NETWORK

YEREVAN — The Digital Julfa
Network — an initiative bringing to-
gether the pan-Armenian intellectual,
technological, commercial and cultural
potential — will be officially launched
during Orion Summit 2022.

Mark Chenian, a veteran of in-
vestment banking, and a member of
the board of directors of the Armenian
Society of Fellows, is the keynote
speaker at the Orion Summit 2022
which will address the final panel dis-
cussion on “Standing up Digital Julfa
Network of the 21st Century-” Mark
Chenianis a veteran of over 50 years in
Investment Banking, primarily in As-
set & Wealth Management.

The panel will bring together BAJ
Accelerator and Orion Worldwide In-
novations Founding Partner Emma
Arakelyan, Director of the Matenadaran
Vahan Ter-Ghevondian, BAJ Accel-
erator Co-Founding Partner Dr. Armen
Kherlopian, and Souren Israelian, head
of Law Office of Souren A. Israelyan.

Digital Julfa network’s cultural
significance will be presented during
the panel. The summit will be followed

by the reception during which classi-
cal pianist and composer, author of
“Jazzical Komitas-Passion of Fire” CD
Joel A. Martin will perform the works
of Komitas with jazz interpretation. An
art exhibition of contemporary art
works will also be held during the
summit.

Orion Summit 2022 will take
place on June 22, 2022, in Yerevan,
Matenadaran. The event will bring to-
gether world-class founders, inves-
tors, advisors, and professionals in
technology, finance, business, and
other fields.

Orion Worldwide Innovations
(“Orion”), is a startup growth and
ecosystem acceleration hub and offers
a full-service package to make compa-
nies investable to enter the US market,
enhance their customer acquisition
strategies, stay competitive and pro-
tect their innovation. Orion is a U.S.-
based company formed in 2017, with
offices in New York City, U.S., and
Yerevan, Armenia, though Orion part-
ners with companies and investor net-
works worldwide.

Nobel-winning Neuroscientist

Continued from page 1

that the day is special, as the only
Nobel Prize laureate of Armenian de-
scent will deliver a speech in the hall of
the century-old university.

The scholar was also named into
the Advisory Board of the COBRAIN
Scientific-Educational Center for Fun-
damental Brain Research. Two of the
seven Board members are now Nobel
Prize laureates.

A descendedof Armenian Geno-
cide survivors, Ardem Patapoutian
revolutionized the field of neurobiol-
ogy.

“What we have done is basic
science just to discover how we sense
touch, pain, blood pressure, etc. Any-
thing has to do with pressure. But
these scientific discoveries will take
tenOtwenty years to translate into hope-
fully future medicine, whether it is to
block chronic pain or regulate blood
pressure, or other areas we didn’t
think about right now,” the scientist
told reporters at the Yerevan State
Medical University.

“The beauty of basic science is
that the translation will come with time
and in directions that we might not
have thought about early on,” he added.

Professor Ardem Patapoutian
was also elected an honorary member
of the National Academy of Sciences
of the Republic of Armenia.

On June 14, 2022, one postage
stamp dedicated to the theme “World
famous Armenians: Ardem
Patapoutian™ has been put into circula-
tion.

The postage stamp with the nomi-
nal value of 350 AMD depicts famous
scientist of Armenian descent, mo-
lecular biologist Ardem Patapoutian,
who was awarded the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine in 2021.

The postage stamp was cancelled
by the Chief of Staff to the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Armenia
Arayik Harutyunyan, the Deputy Min-
ister of High-Tech Industry of the
Republic of Armenia David Sahakyan,
the Deputy Minister of Education,
Science, Culture and Sports of the
Republic of Armenia Karen Trchunyan,
the Deputy Minister of Economy of
the Republic of Armenia Ani Ispiryan,
the Chief Executive Officer of
“HayPost” CJSC Hayk Karapetyan, the
scientist of Armenian origin, the Noble
Prize laureate Ardem Patapoutian, the
President of the Philatelists’ Armenian
Association Hovik Musayelyan.
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The Root Cause of the Conflict Is About the
Status of Artsakh, and This Is Yet to Be
Solved — Ambassador Mkrtchyan

TIRANA — The Nagorno
Karabakh is not a territorial dispute,
it’s a conflict about the rights of the
Armenians to live the way they like in
the territory which has been theirs for
several centuries, for thousands of
years, Ambassador Tigran Mkrtchyan
said in an interview with Public Radio
and Television of Albania.

The Ambassador noted that after
the 44-fay war Azerbaijan has tried to
capitalize onits victory which it gained
with the support of Turkey, “but we
believe thatany conflictespecially such
conflicts need a fair, just solution
where there are no absolute winners
and absolute losers.”

“After the conflict, Azerbaijan
firstly resisted using the term Nagorno-
Karabakh region. They are saying, the
Azerbaijani leader is saying, that there is
no region called Nagorno-Karabakh for
example. Additionally, the Azerbaijani
leadership also is saying there is no
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, the con-
flict is solved, and it’s in the past. This
is what they say,” Ambassador
Mkrtchyan said.

“Additionally and the third point
is that they’re saying that the interna-
tionally mandated format called OSCE
Minsk Group Co-Chairmanship, this
format consisting of America (United
States), France, and Russia, they’re
saying that this format does not exist
anymore, it’s a thing of the past,” he
added.

But the reality, he said, is that the
Nagorno-Karabakh region exists, there
are Armenians who live there and there
are Russian peacekeepers located there
which came there by the agreement
signed between the Azerbaijani presi-
dent, Armenian prime minister, and
Russian president, so Azerbaijanis gave
agreement to having the Russian peace-
keepers in Nagorno-Karabakh and in
that agreement, there is the term
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Therefore, the Ambassador said,
it’s not up to Azerbaijan to delete the
name of Nagorno Karabakh from his-
tory.

“Similarly, the conflict has not
been solved yet. In 2020 there was use
of force, there was a violation of all the
international principles and international
law to impose a solution by the use of
force, but the conflict as such has not
been resolved because the root cause
of the conflict is about the status of
Nagorno-Karabakh and this has not
been solved yet. And this is the opinion

of not only ours, not only Armenia but
the international community is of that
opinion that the conflict has not been
solved and it needs to be solved. And
it’s not accidental that in the very last
statement of the president of the Coun-
cil of Europe Charles Michel, he men-
tioned through his spokesperson, it
was mentioned that the root causes of
the conflict of Karabakh need to be
addressed,” the Ambassador empha-
sized.

He said since the signing of the
November 9th statement there have
been continuous provocations in
Nagorno Karabakh and on the borders
with Armenia.

“Violation of the November 9th
statement has been constant and con-
tinues, Azerbaijani forces have even
occupied several areas on the border
area of Armenia, territories of Armenia
proper and 1 Armenian prisoners of
war are still held in Baku despite the
calls of the international community,”
Tigran Mkrtchyan said.

Henoted thatthe Azerbaijani lead-
ership is glorifying those who have
taken part in war crimes during the
war and the anti-Armenian rhetoric is
at a peak.

Speaking about Armenian-Turk-
ishrelations, the Ambassador said they
have historically been quite difficult.
“Since independence in 1991, there
were plans, there were mutual aspira-
tions to establish diplomatic relations
between Armenia and Turkey, but
these relations were not established
and the borders were not fully opened
because of the war in Nagorno-
Karabakh. Turkey conditioned the nor-
malization of Armenian Turkish rela-
tions and opening of borders with
Armenia upon the solution of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. So in the
early 1990s, this attempt to normalize
relations failed,” he said.

Tigran Mkrtchyan noted that Tur-
key and Armenia have appointed special
envoys for normalizing relations.

“The envoys have met already a
few times in Moscow, in Vienna, the
foreign ministers met in Antalya, also
there are planned meetings in Armenia
and Turkey, I mean in the near future
hopefully. All of these meetings are
taking place under the condition that
the process of normalization is going
ahead without preconditions again. It
is too early to make any conclusions
but let’s live and see how it will
progress,” Tigran Mkrtchyan stated.
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AGBU Hye Geen Celebrates Dual Milestones

BY SONA ZEITLIAN

On Saturday May 14,2022 AGBU
Hye Geen and Young Circle celebrated
the 29th anniversary of the founding
of Hye Geen and the 20th anniversary
of the establishment of the first Preg-
nant Women’s Center in Armenia. The
event took place at Noor Restaurant’s
Ella Banquet Hall in Pasadena. As the
guests arrived, there was musical ac-
companiment by Nareg Kelian.

The dual milestones are initiated
by the visionary community leader
Sona Yacoubian, for whom being Ar-
menian means bearing special respon-
sibility providing quality services for
the sustained development of our Home-
land. Beside a record-setting civic en-
gagement, both projects have demon-
strated dedicated volunteerism, in
keeping with AGBU’s legacy of serv-
ing the national well-being.

Inher welcoming remarks, Eliza-
beth Kabanyan of AGBU Hye Geen
Young Circle and member of the event’s
organizing committee referred to Hye
Geen’s promotion of healthy mothers

and babies, of strengthening family
relations and improving lives. This sig-
nificant contribution started a collabo-
ration with Yerevan State University’s
Sociology Department. As a result,
student interns are dispatched to Hye
Geen’s Pregnant Women’s Centers to
gain valuable experience in civil ser-
vice.

Next on the day’s program was a
video presentation entitled “Build a
Brighter Future in Armenia,” featuring
representatives of the eight Pregnant
Women’s Centers. They all acknowl-
edged the useful role of the Centers in
preventing demographic decline in
Armenia’s economically depressed re-
gions by boosting the birth rate. They
also expressed gratitude for AGBU
Hye Geen’s innovative ideas and com-
mendable generosity in creating much
needed support systems which
strengthen the Centers’ capacity to
sustain themselves.

AGBU Hye Geen Young Circle
member Nellie Yacoubian defined the
scope of Hye Geen’s civic engage-
ment in Armenia. She began by an

PM Pashinyan on Official Visit to Qatar

Continued from page 1

is ready to support the implementation
of possible investment programs by
Qatari companies.

The interlocutors expressed con-
fidence that the official visit of the
Armenian Prime Minister and the meet-
ings envisaged by the agenda will con-
tribute to the expansion and deepening
of ties in the spheres of investments
and trade.

Armenian and Qatar signing
memorandums of understanding

MoUs and Cooperation Agree-
ments Signed Between Qatar and
ArmeniaA number of cooperation docu-
ments and memorandums of under-
standing were signed on the first day
of PM Pashinyan’s two-day visit to
Qatar.

According to the press service of
the Armenian government, Deputy
Prime Ministers and Foreign Ministers
of the two countries signed MoUs on
holding political consultations.

Yerevan Mayor Hrachya Sargsyan
and Qatari Minister of Municipal Affairs
Abdullahbin Abdulaziz Al-Subeihisigned
an agreement on declaring Yerevan and
Doha sister cities.

During the meeting Sheikh Khalid
Bin Khalifa Bin Abdulaziz Thani, Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior of

Qatar, stressed the necessity of multi-
lateral cooperation with Armenia. He
expressed confidence that coopera-
tion between the governments of Ar-
menia and Qatar would rise to a new
level after this visit.

PMs Nikol Pashinyan and Sheikh
Khalid Bin Khalifa Bin Abdulaziz Thani
during official welcoming ceremony

In his turn, stressing the high
level of political dialogue between Ar-
menia and Qatar, the Armenian Prime
Minister suggested giving a new push
to the development and expansion of
economic ties. He invited Qatari busi-
nessmen to Armenia to discuss the
possibilities and perspectives of joint
investment projects with Armenian
partners.

Pashinyan and Sheikh Khalid dis-
cussed a wide range of issues related
to the development of cooperation in
economy, information technology,
agriculture, transport infrastructure,
trade, air communication and tourism.

Possibilities of cooperation in edu-
cation, including student exchange, sci-
ence, health and culture were also dis-
cussed. The interlocutors pointed out
the big potential for the development of
relations in all the abovementioned ar-
eas and in this respect the Prime Minis-
ters of the two countries gave specific
instructions to the heads of their corre-
sponding state bodies.

impressive announcement that “5,226
new babies have been supported and
nurtured by our Pregnant Women’s
Centers.” Then she documented the
history of the establishment of the
Centers.

The Gyumri Center opened 20
years ago, followed by another in
Vanadzor in 2006 with funding from
the London Trust. In 2008 the
Yacoubian Family Center was estab-
lished in Talin. In 2011, the Nora
Injijian Center opened at Yeghvard,
later supported by Mike and Narine
Mouradian for three years and hence-
forth to be named in memory of Sera
Aintablian. In 2012 the Arshagouhi
Tavitian Center was established in
Yerevan. Then in 2017, a group of
friends, namely Nairie Balian, Lena
Hartounian, Silva Kardjian, Nina
Krakirian and Vera Manoukian came
together to start the Charentsavan Cen-
ter. Since the start of the Covid pan-
demic, another group of friends,
namely Varant Markarian, Haigo
Kavarian, Houri Belian, Varteni P.
Yerjanian, Elizabeth Kabanyan and Nina
Kechejian Carlstrom came together in
2021 to open the first Center in Artsakh
at Stepanagert.

Nellie Yacoubian also announced
the imminent opening of two more
Centers, namely the Tamar Kevonian
Center at Sevan and the Sepetjian
Family Center in Etchmiadzin. Finally,
she commented on the remarkable
impact of AGBU Hye Geen Pregnant
Women’s Centers by saying, “Our
Centers are popular! Women travel
distances to come and get support
from our family development Cen-
ters. They also join through Zoom.
Our goal is to have one Center in each
district, so we can improve commu-
nity health access.”

As the audience erupted in ap-
plause, AGBU Hye Geen committee
member Lora Kouyoumjian presented
two eloquent tributes to the public
spirit and achievements of AGBU Hye
Geen. A congratulatory message from
Yerevan State University’s Sociology
Department highly regarded Hye
Geen’s empowering of women and the
value of the internship program avail-
able to graduate students.

AGBU President Berdj Setrakian’s
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commendation praised the indispens-
able role of the Pregnant Women Cen-
ters in affirming motherhood and
strengthening families for the benefit
of civil society.

Then the day’s organizing com-
mittee called to the podium the donors
and members of their families, and
awarded them with beautifully illus-
trated Certificates of Appreciation.

Finally, Sona Yacoubian founder
and president of AGBU Hye Geen,
summed up the obstacles and chal-
lenges she faced while introducing
critical social reforms in sustainable
public administration. She overcame
outright obstructionism, mostly by
women, by an abiding conviction in
creating crucial institutions to em-
power women, prevent the decline in
Armenia’s life expectancy and build
trust through social support. Her
persistant efforts were encouraged
by Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian,
Yenovk Balikian and Peter Darakdjian,
while legal issues were handled by
Nairie Balian and Talin Yacoubian.
Finally, the project was the benefi-
ciary of the support of Louise
Manoukian Simone.

Once established, AGBU Hye
Geen pursued a twofold plan: First,
to support “pregnant women in com-
munities with little access to proper
medical and social care in Armenia”.
Second, to support the implementa-
tion of the UN Millennium Develop-
ment Goals of reducing poverty, im-
proving maternal health, and raising
the birth rate.

Throughout the years, AGBU
Hye Geen’s Pregnant Women Cen-
ters have assumed “responsibility in
building a bright and strong civil
society in the U.S. and Armenia,”
stated Sona Yacoubian. She con-
cluded her remarks by thanking AGBU
Committee member Varteni Yerjanian
and Young Circle member Nellie
Yacoubian for the organizational suc-
cess of the day’s event, as well as
Ani Babian for her unfailing generos-
ity. She also thanked the audience
for their trust in the mission and
achievements of AGBU Hye Geen.

By all accounts, the celebration
of the day’s dual anniversaries was to
be remembered and cherished.

Lavrov and Mirzoyan Agree

Continued frompage 1

tion that the process moves forward,”
stressing he was “sure that there is no
other way than the complete normal-
ization of the relations.”

At the press conference,
Mirzoyan also reaffirmed Yerevan’s
desire for the Minsk Group to play a
mediating role in its negotiations
with Baku, noting it is the only inter-
national body with a mandate to
settle the Karabakh conflict.

In addition, Mirzoyan and Lavrov
discussed the activities of the Russian
peacekeeping contingent stationed in
and around Karabakh, both affirming
their beliefin the peacekeepers’ ability
to resolve regional issues.

Calling the peacekeepers “a fac-
tor to prevent provocations and ensure
the security of the people of Artsakh,”
Mirzoyan said that he saw arole for the
peacekeepers inresolving ongoing ten-

sions with Azerbaijan over the villages
of Parukh and Khramort.

In March, Azerbaijani troops
moved into those two Karabakh vil-
lages, which are technically under the
control of Russian peacekeepers, dis-
placing several hundred Armenianresi-
dents.

Lavrov said that “de-escalating
the situation” in Parukh and Khramort
is a priority for Russia, adding that
“these issues will be studied and
resolved within the framework of
work,” referring to ongoing talks to
delimit the Armenia-Azerbaijan bor-
der that so far have had no tangible
results.

Turning to the issue of Armenia-
Turkey normalization efforts, Mirzoyan
accused the Turkish government of
continuing to link normalization with
the settlement of the Karabakh con-
flict, a position he called “not con-
structive.”
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JUVENILE DEFENSE
ASSAULT & BATTERY CHARGES

ROBBERY AND THEFT OFFENSES

DRUG OFFENSES o SEX CRIMES
THEFT CRIMES o GANG CRIMES

o 0 0 0o O 0O 0O O0C 0O O0OO0Q

DETERMINED & COMPASSIONATE

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

o DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI)
VEHICULAR OFFENSES/HIT AND RUN
IMMIGRATION - MOTION TO VACATE A PLEA

ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON
CRIMES INVOLVING POLICE OFFICERS
CRIMINAL THREATS o WEAPON CHARGES

At the law office of ALICE TAVOUKJIAN, we provide zealous
representation to achieve the best possible outcome on your behalf.

LAW OFFICES OF

TAVOUKJIAN, PC

www.TAVOUKJIANLAW.com
135 E. Valley BI, #B, Alhambra, CA 91801

626.386.8606

ALICE TAVOUKJIAN
Attorney At Law

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
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Entertainment Extravaganza!!

“Tuesday”, June 21, 6:30 P.M.

St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church Men’s Forum
(Ladies & Families Always Welcome)

Special Night

Guest Speaker & Performer:
Las Vegas Icon Harry Shahoian as Elvis in LA

Celebrate the First Day Of Summer with a Fun Filled Evening of Entertainment,
Great Food and much needed joy for all our lives

* Hear the story of Harry starting from scratch to become an Elvis legend in Las Vegas as well
as globally - multiple performances in Europe, Brazil, Mexico, Canada, Armenia & more!

* Harry has been a star performer in Las Vegas’ Legends in Concert at the Flamingo, Harrah's...
Performed at multiple LV casinos including MGM Grand. Featured in “All Shook-Up Show" at
Planet Hollywood. Harry starred in the national State Farm commercial as Elvis and
has also been in multiple movies including Man on the Moon with Jim Carrey and in the
upcoming movie Back on the Strip starring Kevin Hart and Wesley Snipes....

* Harry will tell his inspiring story, have () & A and provide us with a super entertaining
Live Performance singing Elvis’s greatest hits, dance moves and more!!

At St. Gregory Armenian Church “Geragos Hall" 2215 E. Colorado Bivd., Pasadena
RSVP’S Are A Must As Dinner Will Be Served

Hilda Gourdikian: 626-695-9899, Ardash Gourdikian: 626-399-1914, Church Off. : 626-449-1523

Church Donation $25

Sponsor A Dinner in Memaory of a Loved One, a Birthduy, an Anniversary, in Recognition of a Friend
or Family Member, a Graduation & for any other Event. Please Contact Hilda Gourdikian above.
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ARMENIAN NATIONAL & ETHNOGRAPHIC SONGS

Sponsored by: S. D. H. P. Western American Committee

Dedicated to 135" Anniversary
With the participation of:
Uwublimljgnijalowmip’

SUPHh
dnun Uurs2tuy UL 3UUNLBUT,
ARNO MKRTCHYAN HARUT HAGOPYAN

The event will take place on Stnp l’nihliling Gupwie Snilihu 25, 2022-hl
Saturday, June 25, 2022, Gplipmlaui dwdp 7:00-Lh wlpuliug

Starting from 7:00 p.m. <-U.L.U.-b jplin upwhlh blpu’
At AEBU Center 1060 N. ALLEN AVE., PASADENA, CA 91104
Shnlpp wmwyymwhmiflgn: hwdwp” <bn . 626-429-2815

Unvnph bmlp $75




