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Former Commander of Artsakh’s Defense Army Arrested for
Negligent Conduct During the Defense of Shushi

As a result of large-scale inves-
tigative and procedural actions car-
ried out by the Main Military Investi-
gation Department of the Investiga-
tive Committee of the Republic of
Armenia, it was established that Lieu-
tenant General Mikayel Arzumanyan
during the war unleashed by the mili-
tary-political leadership of Azerbaijan
against the Republic of Artsakh, in
the conditions of the declared martial
law, from October 30 to November 9,
2020, during the organization of the
defense of the city of Shushi and
adjacent areas, showed a negligent
attitude to his official duties, carry-
ing out them improperly, which,

through negligence, entailed grave
consequences. This was reported by
the press service of the Investigative
Committee of Armenia.

In particular, according to the
source, as a result of the negligent
actions of Mikayel Arzumanyan, the
enemy armed forces completely took
control of the city of Shushi and its
adjacent areas, units of the Artsakh
Defense Army suffered losses, and a
number of defenders were injured.

"Since October 30, 2020, during
the organization of the defensive op-
eration of the city of Shushi and the
surrounding regions, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Arzumanyan did not ensure the

French, US Ambassadors Decline
Azerbaijani Government’s Invitation
to Attend Diplomatic Conclave in Shushi

SHUSHI -- The Ambassadors of
France and the United States to
Azerbaijan have ignored the invitation
of the Azerbaijani government to visit
Shushi, Hikmet Hajiyev, assistant to
the president of Azerbaijan, said on
Saturday in an angry tone, the
Azerbaijani mediareport.

“Today the Ambassadors of
France and the United States are not in
Shushi. They have demonstratively ig-
nored the invitation of the Azerbaijani
government”, he said.

"We cannot understand the rea-
son for their non-participation here.
Truly, the city of Shusha does not
need the participation of these coun-
tries. They may come or may not. It
means we will not invite them from
now on,” Hajiyev stated.

Hajiyev then criticized the OSCE
Minsk Group, of which the U.S. and
France are co-chairs along with Rus-
sia, of achieving little in the past twenty
years to resolve the Karabakh conflict.

"We accept this as a disrespect-
ful attitude towards our territorial in-
tegrity. Because, according to those
countries, the conflict is not over yet,"
said Hajiyev.

Hajiyev said France and the USA,
"had no stake in the settlement of the

conflict".

"They wasted thirty years of our
time. By not participating in this trip,
they once again showed disdain," the
Azerbaijani official added.

This is not the first time that the
ambassadors of France and the USA in
Azerbaijan refused to visit Shushi.

They backed out of participating
in similar events held in July 2021 in
Fizuli (ed. Varanda) and Shushi. The
Russian ambassador also was a no-
show.

The Azerbaijani media, at the time,
accused the three superpowers of
adopting a "pro-Armenian" position.

Armenia welcomedFrench, US
non-visit to Shushi.

Armenia “highly appreciates the
position of those countries which, hav-
ing a deep understanding of the con-
flict, refused to participate” in an
Azerbaijani conference over the week-
end in the key Karabakh city of Shushi,
a spokesperson for Armenia’s Foreign
Ministry said Tuesday.

“We reiterate our position re-
garding the inadmissibility of unilateral
visits to the territory of Nagorno-
Karabakh,” Vahan Hunanyan said in
comments provided to the Armenpress
news agency.

effective use of the combat capabili-
ties of the troops (forces) and the
successful completion of the assigned
tasks on time, did not control the
implementation of the assigned tasks
and did not provide the necessary
assistance, did not show firmness and
determination in the implementation
of the decisions made, did not react
flexibly and promptly to changes in
the situation, etc.

Arzumanyan was charged in ac-
cordance with article 3, part 375 of the
RA Criminal Code (on official military
negligence), adopted in April 2003.

Arrest was chosen as a preven-
tive measure. The investigation con-
tinues.

Earlier ArmInfo reported that,
Lieutenant General Mikayel Arzumanyan
submitted an application for dismissal
from the post of Minister of Defense of
the Republic of Artsakh - Commander
of the Defense Army on September
11, 2021. He was appointed to the
post of commander of the Artsakh
Defense Army on October 27, 2020,
during the 44-day war, replacing the
wounded Jalal Harutyunyan in this
post. At the same time, Arzumanyan
was awarded the military rank of
lieutenant general. After the dis-
missal of the commander of the
Artsakh Autonomous Region,
Arzumanyan was appointed chief ad-
viser to Arayik Harutyunyan.

Hundreds Of
Armenians Still
Missing After 2020
Karabakh War

YEREVAN -- More than 300
Armenian soldiers and civilians re-
main unaccounted for after the war in
Nagorno-Karabakh, Armenia’s human
rights ombudswoman, Kristine
Grigorian, said on Tuesday.

“According to data presented by
the International Committee of the Red
Cross in August 2022, 303 persons are
still considered missing as a result of
the 44-day war in 2020,” Grigorian
said in a statement marking the Inter-
national Day of the Disappeared.

Continued on page4

Armenia Remains Committed to Minsk
Group Mediation for Karabakh Conflict

YEREVAN-—The Armenian gov-
ernment reaffirmed support for the
OSCE Minsk Group on Friday in re-
sponse to Azerbaijani criticism of ap-
parent U.S. plans to continue using
that mediation format for a resolution
of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

“The co-chairs of the OSCE
Minsk Group have an international
mandate to assist in a lasting and com-
prehensive resolution of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, and nobody has
invalidated this mandate,” Vahan
Hunanyan, the Armenian Foreign Min-
istry spokesman, told RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian Service.

A senior American diplomat,
Philip Reeker, was appointed on
Wednesday as the new U.S. co-chair
of the group that has long been led by
the United States, Russia and France.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
said that in his new capacity Reeker
will strive for “direct dialogue between
Armenia and Azerbaijan” aimed at a
“long-term political settlement to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.”

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
denounced Blinken’s statement, say-
ing that the U.S. risks being left out of
the Armenian-Azerbaijani peace pro-
cess with its attempts to “revive” the

group. [tagain claimed that Azerbaijan’s
victory in the 2020 war with Armenia
put an end to the Karabakh conflict.

Commenting on the Azerbaijani
criticism, a U.S. Statement depart-
ment spokesman, Vedant Patel, under-
lined later on Thursday Washington’s
“commitment to facilitating peace in
the South Caucasus.”

“As a country, we are committed
to facilitating direct dialogue between
Azerbaijan and Armenia bilaterally,
multilaterally, and in cooperation with
likeminded partners to achieve a com-
prehensive peace settlement between
the two countries,” Patel told a news
briefing in Washington.
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U.S. Appoints New Minsk Group Co-Chair

WASHINGTON, DC—US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken has
appointed Ambassador Philip T. Reeker
as Senior Advisor for Caucasus Nego-
tiations. In this capacity, Ambassador
Reeker will serve as U.S. OSCE Minsk
Group Co-Chair and lead negotiator
for the U.S. delegation to the Geneva
International Discussions during this
critical period.

Ambassador Reeker brings ex-
tensive experience in Europe and inter-
national organizations. He served most
recently at the Embassy of the United
States of America in the United King-
dom as Chargé d’ Affaires to the Court
of St. James’s. From March 2019 to
August 2021, Ambassador Reeker was
Acting Assistant Secretary of State for
European and Eurasian Affairs. Prior
to heading the Bureau, Ambassador
Reeker was Civilian Deputy and Policy
Advisor to the Commander of U.S.
European Command in Stuttgart, Ger-
many. He served earlier as United
States Consul General in Milan, cover-
ing northern Italy, and was Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State focused
on the Balkans, Central Europe, and
Holocaust Issues. From 2008-2011
he was U.S. Ambassador to North
Macedonia.

“The United States is committed
to helping Armenia and Azerbaijan ne-
gotiate along-term political settlement
to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.
Ambassador Reeker will engage bilat-
erally, with like-minded partners such
as the European Union, and through
his role as an OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chair, to facilitate direct dialogue be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan. Am-
bassador Reeker’s appointment at this
time reaffirms the importance the United
States places in the Geneva Interna-
tional Discussions on Georgia,” Sec-
retary Blinken said in a statement.

Azerbaijani and Nagorno-Karabakh
Representatives Discuss Use of Water
From Sarsang Reservoir

STEPANAKERT — Comment-
ing on media reports about Azerbaijani
Land Reclamation and Water Economy
Company representatives visit to the
Sarsang water reservoir in Nagorno-
Karabakh and the concerns the visit
has raised among the Armenian popu-
lation of Nagorno-Karabakh, the
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) Infor-
mation Center confirmed that visit took
place on 22nd of August.

It said also that after the 44-day
war in 2020, in order to manage water
resources and ensure the safety of
drinking and irrigation water, repre-
sentatives of the Nagorno-Karabakh
Water Committee have been in contact
with the Azerbaijani side since 2021
through the mediation of Russian
peacekeepers and periodically visited
Azerbaijani-controlled areas to reach
mutual agreements on the use of drink-
ing and irrigation water and solve the
problems of a number of communities
in Artsakh, including its capital
Stepanakert.

“The latest meeting was to dis-
cuss the mutually beneficial use of
Sarsang water. Opinions were ex-
changed on possible options for the
rational use of water resources, taking
into account Artsakh’s control over
the Sarsang reservoir and Azerbaijan’s
control over the irrigation system,” the
Information Center said.

It said also that discussions will
continue and the decisions will be made
taking into account the interests of the
Republic of Artsakh, based onits needs
of power generation and irrigation, as
well as the needs for drinking and
irrigation water in other parts of
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Information Center said also
that the Artsakh authorities do not seek
to hide anything from the people being
guided exclusively by the interests of
Artsakh and its people, taking in the
current situation all possible measures
to improve the level of state and public
security, neutralize everything that
creates tension.
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424 Turkish Intellectuals Call on the
Government to Reveal the Assassination Plot
Against Garo Paylan

ANKARA -- 424 Turkish intel-
lectuals have called on the state the
government to reveal the planned as-
sassination attempt against MP Garo
Paylanin 2016, whichnever was imple-
mented.

“We call on the political rulership,
all of the political structures, whole
Turkey to take action against the deep
state and mafia powers,” read their
statement.

"What reinforces the reckless-
ness of these dark forces is their con-
fidence that they will not be subject to
criminal sanctions, even ifthey threaten
everyone. This confidence is fueled by
the current political climate. This at-
mosphere must be changed immedi-
ately," the statement said.

Earlier this month, Mehmet Sinan
Ince, one of the former lawyers of
mafiaboss Alaattin Cakici, alleged that
a shady former soldier sought over the
assassination of intellectual Necip
Habletmitoglu had plans to assassinate
Paylan in the parliament in 2016.

Ince alleged that the assassina-
tion plan was aborted at the last minute.

Following Ince’s remarks, Paylan
filed a criminal complaint at the
prosecutor’s office, saying that au-
thorities have not yet taken any action
with regards to the revelation of the
assassination plot.

In a joint statement released on
Aug. 24, some 424 intellectuals ex-
pressed their support for Paylan, urg-
ing the “political rulership to take re-
sponsibility” and act on the claims.
The intellectuals recalled that Ince had

threatened Paylan after the deputy filed
a criminal complaint with regarads to
the issue.

“We are facing an unprecedented
disclosure. The dimensions of the gang
and mafia formation in the state are no
longer disguisable,” the intellectuals
said.

“The person who disclosed the
assassination plot later threatened
Garo Paylan for filing a criminal
complaint with regards to the inci-
dent and said: ‘We followed you
twice. We could have done it we
wanted to (assassinate).’ This threat
is unbelievable. Members of a gang
are saying that they followed a
deputy twice and that they gave up
on the assassination for him not to
be a hero, and still they can wander
around in a free way, without being
arrested, without facing an investi-
gation,” the statement read.

Armenian Government Raises Pensions

YEREVAN — Armenian Minis-
ter of Labor and Social Affairs Narek
Mkrtchyan unveiled today a govern-
ment plan that proposes to raise pen-
sions and allowances from September
1, which is designed to mitigate the
impact of higher-than-projected infla-
tion in the country. The decision will
benefit around 500,000 Armenians
aged 65 and older.

The size of the basic labor pen-
sion is proposed to raise from 18,000
drams to 21,000 drams, military pen-
sion — from 18,000 drams to 20,000
drams, the minimum pension — from
26,600 drams to 30,500 drams.

The disability pension for the
conscripts is proposed to raise from
43,000 drams to 45,000 drams for the
first group, from 33,000 drams to

35,000 drams for the second group
and from 30,000 drams to 32,000
drams for the third group.

The military pension for the fami-
lies of the deceased conscripts and
those who lost their only breadwinner
is to be increased from 30,000 drams
to 32,000 drams.

As a result of these changes, the
average size of pensions will increase
by 3,100 drams to 44,300 drams, and
military pensions by 5,500 drams to
82,750 drams.

The plan also suggests raising
the amount of benefits for age, dis-
ability and loss of breadwinner from
28,600 to 32,500 drams. Benefits for
children with disabilities are to be
raised to 39,000 drams from 37,000
drams.



3

Massis Weekly

New Opportunity for Armenian Companies:
BA]J Accelerator Launches 9th Cohort to
Accelerate the Growth of Startups

2022

BAJ Accelerator
Program 9th
September 183,

hort

3

Orion Worldwide Innovations
and BAJ Accelerator, a startup growth
and ecosystem acceleration hub, will
host the 9th cohort of startup growth
acceleration program on September
18-23, 2022. 94 startups participated
in the previous 8 cohorts, of which 53
were Armenian (operating in Armenia
or other countries). For participation
in the program, startups can apply
until September 8 by filling out the
application form.

BAJ Accelerator brings fast-
paced drive with the unique vision of
“Less Talk, More Deals” slogan. As a
result of the program, Armenian
startups raised more than $27M of
investments last year.

Several participants of the previ-
ous May 2022 cohort: HiHub, Lucky
Carrot, Text’'nPayMe, Manot and
Epicured have successfully completed
the acceleration program and are al-
ready in the active phase of attracting
investments.

“Orion is the leading founding
partner of BAJ Accelerator, a New
York based entity that connects the
Armenian startup ecosystem with the
capital of the world: New York. At
present, work is being done to invest
around $50M. Participating in the ac-
celerator program starting in Septem-
ber will give startups the opportunity
to address gaps, develop skills, and
prepare to pitch to the world’s largest
venture capital firms, investors, angel
investors, and multifamily offices,”
said Emma Arakelyan, CEO & Founder
of Orion Worldwide Innovations and
Co-Founding Partner of BAJ Accel-
erator.

BAJ Accelerator is a growth
stage accelerator and is for startups
at the Pre-Seed to Series A+ levels.
BAJ Accelerator is the first one in the
world that accelerates technology
development, and matures the
startups by making them subject to
investments.

India-Armenia Conference Held in Bangalore

INDIA ARMENIA CONFERENCE-2022

Promoting Investment and Growth

71 Augunt 2623 | Bangalur India

India-Armenia Conference: Pro-
moting Investment and Growth was
held recently in the Indian city of
Bangalore.

The conference has been orga-
nized by the Embassy of Armenia in
India and the Indian Economic Trade
Organization, the Armenian Foreign
Ministry said.

The event was attended by around
70 participants representing public,
business, educational and healthcare
sectors of the state of Karnataka.

The conference participants dis-
cussed with the Ambassador of Arme-
nia the issues and prospects of the
bilateral economic cooperation, pre-
sented several interesting proposals
aimed at jointly implementing them.

In his remarks the Armenian
Ambassador talked about the historical
roots of the traditional bilateral politi-
cal relations and praised the positive
environment there formed over the
recent years, adding that the mutual
visits of the foreign ministers of Arme-
nia and India have greatly contributed
to it.

Ambassador Yuri Babakhanyan
stressed the need for making all efforts
to raise mutual recognition and trust
between different Armenian and In-
dian companies. He called on the con-
ference participants to actively partici-
pate in exhibitions and conferences in
Armenia.

Memorandum of Understanding
was signed at the end of the conference.
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Concert of Armenian Music
In the Danieli Hotel in Venice

On August 23, the Padus-Araxes
cultural association organized a con-
cert of Armenian music in the re-
nowned DANIELI Hotel in Venice.

The audience was comprised pri-
marily of students and teachers par-
ticipating in the intensive summer Ar-
menian course sponsored by Padus-
Araxes.

The trio of musicians, Aram
Ipekdjian (from Austria/Italy) playing
the duduk and the shvi, Alessandro
Ferrarese (Italy) playing the piano and
salterio, and Burag Mesrobian (Aus-
tria) playing the dhol. The program
consisted of both spiritual and folk
melodies, all of which were warmly
applauded by the attendees.

At the end of the concert H.E.
Monsignor Levon Zekiyan expressed
his profound gratitude to the perform-
ers and the administration of the pala-

tial DANIELI Hotel for making this
exceptional event possible — all within
the framework of the celebration of
the bicentennial of the founding of this
historical hotel in 1822.

The DANIELIis one of the oldest
continually operating luxury hotels in
the world; and this was the first time
ever that Armenian music rang out in
its august hall. The Director of the
institution, Mr. Claudio Staderini, ex-
pressed his hope that it might be pos-
sible to organise similar cultural soirées
in the future. It is noteworthy that this
hotel once hosted the famous Arme-
nian engineer, Andon Sourian, as well
as serving as residence of the
Shahrimanians, one of the wealthiest
of Armenian families of the 18th/19th
centuries, who were great benefactors
of the Mekhitarist Fathers of the Mon-
astery of San Lazzaro.

COAF & Embassy of Japan Launch Public
Transportation Upgrade in Lori Region

YEREVAN — The Children of
Armenia Fund (COAF) and the Embassy
of Japan in Armenia celebrate the inau-
guration of a new bus service as part of
a larger initiative, designed to improve
rural public transportation in Armenia’s
Lori region. This collaboration will ex-
pand the region’s transit system and
upgrade it with four key objectives in
mind: ensuring public transport is acces-
sibletoall, including people with disabili-
ties; boosting the quality of transport
services to better match passengers’
needs; reinvigorating intraregional mo-
bility; and improving environmental com-
patibility.

Earlier this year, COAF and the
Japanese Embassy in Armenia signed a

grant agreement, channeling over
US$90,000 into the modernization of
Lori’s transit system. Within the scope
oftheinitiative, COAF purchased anew,
state-of-the-art bus, making travel ac-
cessible to everyone crossing the region,
including the elderly and those with
disabilities. The new service will operate
at higher frequencies, connecting seven
rural communities, with integrated stops
at the COAF SMART Center in Debet
village and the forthcoming Dsegh Health
Center.

To offer passengers easily identifi-
able stops equipped with necessary travel
information, COAF will build four shel-

Continued on page4
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Dr. Rebecca Jinks to Speak at Fresno State
on September 15

FRESNO -- Dr. Rebecca Jinks
will present an in-person lecture en-
titled ““And My Mother Gave Me
Away’: Armenian Women Survivors’
Stories of ‘Absorption’ and Reintegra-
tion During and After Genocide” at
7:00PM on Thursday, September 15,
2022, in the University Business Cen-
ter, Alice Peters Auditorium, Room
191, on the Fresno State campus. The
presentation is part of the Fall Lecture
Series of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram and is supported by the Gladys Z.
Ashjian Memorial Fund.

This lecture will discuss the ex-
periences of Armenian women who
were “absorbed” into Turkish, Kurdish,
and Arab households during the Geno-
cide of 1915, and who then escaped or
were rescued after the Armistice and
returned to the Armenian community.
In the last ten years, scholars have
begun to focus on this topic, and we
now know much more about the forced
conversion process, Armenian and in-
ternational humanitarian relief efforts,
and Armenian community responses.

But in order to truly understand
the genocidal impact of “absorption,”
religious conversion, and erasure of
identity, the difficult decisions Arme-
nian women made, and the lingering
impacts on individuals and community
during the process of reintegration,
weneed survivors’ stories. While frag-
mented, full of silences, and mediated
by the passage of time, these stories
allow us to reorient, and to consider
not just what was done to these women,
but how they experienced, fought, and
accommodated the uncertainties, dis-
locations, violence, and losses. Histo-
rians have traditionally been wary of
including Armenian survivors’ stories
in their work, partly because of Turk-
ish denial, but this project seeks to
place them front and center, and to
listen to their silences as well as their
words.

In this lecture Dr. Jinks will ex-
plore some such stories, and she would
be particularly interested to hear in the
Q&A and after from any audience
members who are able to share family
histories or passed-down stories of
“absorption” and reintegration.

Dr. Rebecca Jinks is a historian

of comparative genocide and humani-
tarianism at Royal Holloway, Univer-
sity of London. During her Ph.D., she
won the first Raphael Lemkin Scholar-
ship to the Armenian Genocide Mu-
seum-Institute (Yerevan), and began
researching international humanitarian
responses to “absorbed” Armenian
women, especially those who had been
tattooed on their faces and bodies ac-
cording to Bedouin custom. This re-
search was published as “Marks Hard
to Erase” in the American Historical
Review (2018). Her current AHRC-
funded research project, “Genocidal
Captivity,” reorients and broadens this
work to explore the experiences of
Armenian and Yezidi women survivors
of “absorption” and sexual slavery,
and community and humanitarian re-
sponses in the aftermath. The project
will result in a book and through inter-
views, collaboration with NGOs and a
photojournalist, and an exhibition, the
project also seeks to develop new,
ethical ways of representing these ex-
periences.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Parkingis available in Fresno
State Lots P6 and P5, near the Univer-
sity Business Center, Fresno State.
Parking permits are required and a free
parking code is available through the
Armenian Studies Program.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian Stud-
ies Programat278-2669, visit our website
at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies or visit our Facebook
page at @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.

Hundreds Of Armenians Still Missing

Continued from page 1

The figure presumably includes
ethnic Armenian residents of Karabakh.
About two dozen local civilians were
listed as missing as of September 2021.
According to the authorities in
Stepanakert, most of them lived in
Karabakh towns and villages captured
by Azerbaijani forces during the six-
week hostilities stopped by a Russian-
brokered ceasefire in November 2020.

“The lack of cooperation by
Azerbaijani authorities makes it impos-
sible to accurately estimate the num-
ber of missing persons, obtain credible
information about their fate or where-
abouts, and ascertain whether they are
still alive,” read a separate statement
released by the Armenian Foreign Min-
istry on the occasion.

Grigorian similarly accused Baku

of providing “distorted or no informa-
tion at all on the prisoners of war,
civilian captives, and missing persons”
inbreach of international humanitarian
law.

Armenian soldiers are thought to
make up a majority of the missing
persons. Baku has acknowledged hold-
ing only 39 prisoners of war and civil-
ian captives.

Human rights lawyers in Yerevan
say they have documentary evidence
suggesting that at least 80 other Arme-
nians were also captured during the
war. The Foreign Ministry statement
described the Armenian prisoners as
hostages.

According to the International
Committee of the Red Cross, as many as
4,900 people from both conflicting sides
have been missing since the start of the
first Armenian-Azerbaijani warin 1991.
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Prof. Nina G. Garsoian,1923-2022:
A Pioneering Scholar and Mentor

NAASR joins with a community
of scholars and friends around the
world who mourn the passing of one
of the titans of the field of Armenian
Studies: Prof. Nina G. Garsoian 1923-
2022). No short overview can do jus-
tice to Prof. Garsoian’s enormous con-
tributions as a researcher, teacher,
mentor, and exemplar.

For much of the latter half of the
20th century and into the 21st, Garsoian
helped to shape the study of Armenian
history and the development of Arme-
nian Studies as a whole, trained many
scholars who have gone on to make
significant contributions to the field,
and wrote foundational works of schol-
arship.

A NAASR member for more than
60 years and a longtime member of its
Academic Advisory Committee,
Garsoian was, along with Prof. Rich-
ard Hovannisian, given the NAASR
Founders’ Award for Outstanding Con-
tributions to the Field of Armenian
Studies on the occasion of the
organization’s 60th anniversary, cel-
ebrated in 2016. At that time,
Hovannisian remarked that “Nina
Garsoian is, for me, a role model ...
She is truly a pioneer.” Garsoian her-
self, in an inspiring recorded message
shown at the celebration, commenting
both on NAASR and the field of Arme-
nian Studies, declared that “We were
there at the beginning, this is not even
the middle, and we hope it will go on
for a long time to come.”

Nina G. Garsoian was Gevork
M. Avedissian Professor Emerita of
Armenian History and Civilization at
Columbia University. She was born in
Paris to Armenian émigrés from Rus-
sia and arrived with her family in New
York in 1933. She received her BA

from Bryn Mawr College 1943, and
her MA and PhD from Columbia Uni-
versity in 1946 and 1958 in Byzantine,
Near Eastern and Armenian History.
According to a report published in
1958 by Dr. Armen Jerejian, then the
head of Armenian Studies at Columbia,
Garsoian’s doctoral work on the
Paulician heresy was “the first time
that such a scholarly work based on
Armenian sources was accepted as a
doctoral dissertation” by Columbia Uni-
versity.

In 1962, Garsoian began teach-
ing at Columbia on a visiting basis. In
1965 Garsoian was made assistant pro-
fessorand NAASR’s decade-long sup-
port of the Armenian Studies program
at Columbia began, followed by addi-
tional support from the Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union (AGBU), thus
allowing the Armenian program to ex-
ist on a full-time basis and to become
a training ground for a new generation
of scholars. In 1969 she was named
full professor, and in 1973 Garsoian
became the chair of the Department of
Middle Eastern Languages and Cul-
tures. She was appointed as the initial
holder of the chair in Armenian History
and Civilization at Columbia upon its
establishment in 1979 and held the
position until her retirement in 1993.

Professor Garsoian also taught
at Smith College and served as the first
female dean of the Graduate School at
Princeton University (1977-79) and a
trustee of the Ford Foundation. She
was a long-serving director of the
Revue des Etudes Arméniennes in Paris
and was a co-editor of the Encyclope-
dia of the Middle Ages. She was also a
fellow of the Medieval Academy of
America and a corresponding fellow
of the British Academy.

COAF & Embassy of Japan

Continued from page 3

ters and two bus signs in communities
located along the Dsegh-Vanadzor route
starting this month. These efforts comple-
ment a previous project implemented by
COAF, whereby the organization estab-
lished anew, fully-equipped bus stop within
the scope of its SMART Village initiative
implemented in Lori’s Debet village.
Alongside infrastructure modern-
ization, COAF will promote the use of
digital technology to increase access to
public transportation. This will include
launching an app to provide real-time
travel information and a cashless pay-

ment option. Residents will also be pro-
vided with reloadable bus cards to facili-
tate travel.

The event takes place at the COAF
SMART Center in Debet, Lori, featuring
opening remarks by the Japanese Am-
bassador to Armenia H.E. Mr. Masanori
Fukushima, the Deputy Governor of
Lori Province Hovhannes Avetisyan, and
COAF Managing Director Korioun
Khatchadourian. During the ceremony,
attendees are taken on an inaugural bus
ride to the Debet Municipality where
COAF will hand over the bus to the
“Pambak Communal” community-serv-
ing non-profit organization.
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representation to achieve the best possible outcome on your behalf.

- ALICE TAVOUKJIAN, PC

www.TAVOUKJIANLAW.com
135 E. Valley BI, #B, Alhambra, CA 91801
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2022

STARTING AT 11:00AM

VERDUGO PARK / GLENDALE
1621 CANADA BLVD, GLENDALE; €A 91208

NOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

ART

i KIS EXHIBITION

General Sponsors SPONSORS

SLOLI0S 4y
o} W.
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o 7 e ’ /4

. S Glendale West Pharmacy
= -8 and %
&J@ ﬁ Medical Supply
LILIT BAKERY
= CAFE=

To reserve your vendor booth, please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
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(818) 391-7938




