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Armenia is being brutalised by its neighbours.
If it is defeated, it would be bad news for the

Europe would be foolish to switch its energy reliance from Russia to Azerbaijan. It would

simply replace one autocracy with another
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Nor Serount Culiural Association
Invites you to Screening of

"A Call for Awakening"

Documentary movie. A 2,000-mile journey of Western Armenian towns.
Sunday October 16, 2022, at 5:00 pm
AEBU center- 1060 N Allen Ave. Pasadena, CA 91104

Seating 15 hmited. Please RSVP at (818) 590-9293
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Pashinyan Blamed Azerbaijan’s Aggressive
Statements and Actions as Reason
Torpedoing the Peace Process

YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said in a
televised interview on Friday that trans-
port links between Armenia and
Azerbaijan would have been reopened
long ago if Azerbaijan had not made
aggressive statements and territorial
claims against Armenia.

"Overchuk (Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Alexey Overchuk, co-
chair ofthe Armenian-Azerbaijani-Rus-
sian working group set up to handle
the resumption of transport and other
links between Armenia and Azerbaijan)
asked us whether we were ready to
reopen transport links. Our answer
was that we are not only ready but we
want it. And in order to show our
desire, we even gave a name to this
project, calling it - "Armenian Cross-
roads". That's how we want to show
that we consider this matter important
to us," he said.

Pashinyan said there is a need to
reach agreements on the legal use of
roads: there is an agreement in prin-
ciple that the roads will operate within
the sovereignty of the countries they
pass through and there should be bor-
der, customs and passport control.

"As a matter of principle, there is
an understanding that this issue needs
to be resolved, but how to do it? We
proposed to delegate customs and bor-
der services for citizens of Armenia
and Azerbaijan at the border to another
country), as they do in Europe. If
Azerbaijan agrees to this, we can move
forward. I say this officially," he said.

Pashinyan announced that Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani foreign ministers
Ararat Mirzoyan and Jeyhun Bayramov
will start discussions on drafting a con-
crete text of a peace treaty.

Continued on page 3

Video of Armenian Soldiers’ Executions
Sparks Outrage, Calls for Accountability

YEREVAN (Civilnet.am) -- A
graphic video showing Azerbaijani
troops arbitrarily executing a small
group of captured Armenian soldiers
that went viral on social media Sunday
has prompted widespread revulsion in
Armenia and calls for accountability
by the Armenian government.

Kristinne Grigoryan, Armenia’s
Human Rights Defender, has con-
firmed the video’s authenticity and
said it was filmed on September 13,
during Azerbaijan’s unprecedented at-
tack on Armenia proper last month,
which left over 200 Armenians dead or
missing and hundreds more injured,
including civilians.

In a statement, Grigoryan called
the executions shown in the video “yet
another war crime committed by the
Azerbaijani armed forces, the source
of which is a consistent policy of
Armenophobia by Azerbaijan,” pledg-
ing to raise the issue on the interna-
tional stage.

Killing prisoners of war is con-
sidered a “serious breach” of the

Geneva Conventions.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan said that “Armenia will use
all available international mechanisms
to ensure investigation and account-
ability, while Edmon Marukyan,
Armenia’s ambassador-at-large, called
on EU and U.S. authorities to recogize
Azerbaijan as a “terrorist state.”

Armenia’s Foreign Ministry also
released a statement calling for ac-

Continued on page4

Governor Newson Signs Bill
Making Armenian Genocide Remembrance
Day a Statewide Holiday

SACRAMENTO — California
Governor Gavin Newsom has signed a
bill making April 24 a California state-
wide holiday. The measure was spear-
headed by Assemblymember Adrin
Nazarian.

The bill mandates that every year
on April 24, all community colleges
and public schools throughout Califor-
nia will close. State employees will be
given time off with pay.

The text of the bill explains: “The
Legislature finds and declares that
Genocide Remembrance Day would
be a day for all to reflect on past and
present genocides, but especially those
that have felt the impact of these atroci-
ties and groups that have found refuge
in California, including, but not limited
to, the Holocaust, Holodomor, and the
Genocides of the Armenian, Assyrian,
Greek, Cambodian, and Rwandan com-
munities. Genocide Remembrance Day
would be observed annually on April
24, also known as Armenian Genocide
Remembrance Day, during the week
the state of California traditionally rec-
ognizes Genocide Awareness Week.”

The text further states that on
April 24 or on an alternate date “public
schools and educational institutions
throughout this state may include ex-
ercises, funded through existing re-
sources, remembering and honoring
the many contributions that survivors
of genocide have made to this country.
The State Board of Education may
adopt a model curriculum guide to be
available for use by public schools for

exercises related to Genocide Remem-
brance Day.”

“Iamsigning Assembly Bill 1801,
which establishes Genocide Remem-
brance Day as a state holiday to be
observed on April 24, and permits
public schools and community col-
leges to close in observance of this
holiday. This bill also permits state
employees to utilize eight hours of
vacation, annual leave, or compensat-
ing time off in lieu of receiving eight
hours of personal holiday credit to
observe Genocide Remembrance Day,”
said Newsom in a signing statement.

“Genocide commemoration is
more than a history lesson. It is a
powerful tool to engage people across
generations in the sanctity of human
rights, the enormity of crimes, and
how to prevent future atrocities. Es-

Continued on page4

Armenia Signs $245 Million
Arms Deal with India

NEW DELHI — Armenia and
India have reportedly signed contracts
for the supply of $245 million worth of
Indian artillery systems, anti-tank rock-
ets and ammunition to the Armenian
military.

India’s The Economic Times
daily reported on Thursday that the
landmark deal was arranged by the
governments of the two nations and
signed in September. The weapons

will be delivered to Armenia “over the
coming months,” it said, citing un-
named sources.

According to the New Delhi-
based paper, they include the Pinaka
multiple-launch rocket systems de-
signed and manufactured by Indian
firms and increasingly used by India’s
armed forces. There was no word on

Continued on page3
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Secretary of Armenia’s Security Council
Meetings with Pentagon and CIA Officials

WASHINGTON, DC — Secre-
tary of Armenia’s Security Council
Armen Grigoryan met with Deputy De-
fense Secretary Laura Cooper at the US
Department of Defense on Thursday.

At the meeting, Grigoryan pre-
sented in detail the large-scale aggres-
sion unleashed by Azerbaijan on the
sovereign territory of Armenia on Sep-
tember 13 and its consequences.

The parties discussed the pros-
pects for the development of bilateral
relations. In particular, the sides em-
phasized the work aimed at increasing
the democratic management, trans-
parency and accountability of the Ar-
menian Armed Forces.

Later, Grigoryan visited the head-
quarters of the Central Intelligence
Agency. In a short statement released

on Friday, Grigoryan’s office said he
held “working meetings” at the CIA
offices in Langley, Virginia. It gave no
details.

Grigoryan was received at the
CIA headquarters two days after meet-
ing a senior aide to Azerbaijani Presi-
dent ITham Aliyev in Washington for
talks hosted by U.S. National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan.

Sullivan said they “identified con-
crete steps forward in support of a
stable and lasting peace.” He did not
reveal those steps.

In what appeared to be a related
development, official Yerevan an-
nounced on Friday that Foreign Minis-
ter Ararat Mirzoyan will meet with his
Azerbaijani counterpart Jeyhun
Bayramov in Geneva on Sunday.

Russia Rules Out ‘Exterritorial Corridor’
Through Armenia

MOSCOW -- Russian Deputy
Prime Minister Alexei Overchuk has
out Azerbaijani control of a crucial
overland route crossing Armenia and
called withdrawal of Azerbaijani forces
to their initial positions.

In a lengthy interview with
Rossiyskaya Gazeta published on Fri-
day, Overchuk stressed that a Rus-
sian-Armenian-Azerbaijani task force
has never discussed any “extraterrito-
rial corridors” seemingly demanded by
Azerbaijani leaders.

Heeffectively ruled out Azerbaijani
control of a planned overland route to
connect mainland Azerbaijan with
Nakhichevan via Armenia, saying, “Sov-
ereignty over the road (will be) exercised
by the country through whose territory
the road passes.”

Overchuk, alongside his Arme-
nian and Azerbaijani counterparts, Mher
Grigoryan and Shahin Mustafayev,
heads a joint working group on open-
ing regional transitroutes. Nothing has
come of the group’s work so far.

“It is important that in the course
of the negotiations a principle was
worked out, which formed the basis of
approaches to defining this [transit]
regime,” Overchuk told the state-run
newspaper Rossiiskaya Gazeta. “The
principleis: ‘Sovereignty overaroadis
exercised by the country through
whose territory the road passes.’ This
means that if the road passes through
Armenian territory, then this is an Ar-
menian road, if [it passes] through

Azerbaijani territory, then it is
Azerbaijani.”

“Russia has always supported
the principle of the sovereignty of the
parties,” he said, adding that it stems
from the Armenian-Azerbaijani agree-
ments brokered by Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

“This means that at the negotia-
tions of the Trilateral Working Group of
the Deputy Prime Ministers, there is and
there can be no talk of any ‘extraterrito-
rial corridor’ that would infringe the
sovereignty of any of the parties in any
way,” stressed the Russian vice-pre-
mier. “Inpractice, the implementation of
this principle means that in order to enter
the territory of Armenia from Azerbaijan
viaunblocked or newly built roads, bor-
der and passport control measures will
be the same as, for example, when
entering Armenia from Iran.”
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Armenian, Azerbaijani Foreign Ministers
Discuss Peace Treaty and Karabakh Conflict
at Geneva Meeting

GENEVA — The foreign minis-
ters of Armenia and Azerbaijan met
late on Sunday for a second time after
last month’s large-scale fighting on
the border between their countries.

The direct talks held in Geneva
appeared to focus on an Armenian-
Azerbaijani peace treaty sought by
Baku. Neither side reported concrete
agreements on this issue.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
said Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayramov
“brought the Armenian side’s atten-
tion” to five key elements which Baku
wants to be at the heart of the peace
accord.

Foreign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan
reaffirmed the position of the Arme-
nian side regarding the withdrawal of
Azerbaijani troops from the sovereign
territory of the Republic of Armenia
and the immediate release of all Arme-
nian prisoners of war.

The introduction of international
mechanisms for monitoring the border
situation was highlighted.

FM Mirzoyan emphasized that
the war crimes committed by the
Azerbaijani Armed Forces should be
clearly evaluated by international
courts, and the criminals should be
brought to justice.

The mutual understanding that
the regional transport routes should be
unblocked under the sovereignty and
jurisdiction of the countries was posi-
tively assessed.

According to the Armenian read-
out of the meeting, Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan also spoke with
Bayramov about “ensuring the rights
and security guarantees of Nagorno-
Karabakh’s Armenians, including
through the creation of a mechanism
for discussions between Baku and
Stepanakert.”

Bayramov claimed, for his part,
that Armenia has failed to fully pull its
troops out of Karabakh in breach of
the Russian-brokered ceasefire that
stopped the 2020 Armenian-Azerbaijani
war. Yerevan maintains that no Arme-
nian soldiers remain deployed there.

Citing lingering tensions at vari-
ous sections of the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border, Bayramov was also
reported to propose that the next meet-
ing of a bilateral commission on border
demarcation be brought forward from
November to October.

Bayramov further called for a
prompt launch of transport links be-
tween the two South Caucasus states,
which is also envisaged by the 2020
ceasefire and follow-up agreements
brokered by Moscow.

Yerevanregularly voices support
for opening the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border to commercial and passenger
traffic. But it has rejected apparent
Azerbaijani demands for an exterritorial
corridor connecting Azerbaijan to its
Nakhichevan exclave through Arme-
nian territory.

Armenia and IAEA Interested in Deepening
Cooperation in Nuclear Safety

YEREVAN -- The International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)isready
to keep on assisting the Armenian gov-
ernment in ensuring the safety at its
nuclear power plant, IJAEA Director
General Rafael Grossisaid atameeting
with Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan in Yerevan today.

Grossi stressed the importance
of bilateral cooperation in nuclear
safety both for current and future
projects, according to the press ser-
vice of the Armenian government.

The Prime Minister welcomed
Grossi’s visit saying that Armenia val-
ues the cooperation with the Agency,
which is necessary for ensuring
Armenia's energy and nuclear security
and developing its capabilities.

Pashinyan stressed that these is-

sues are among strategic priorities of
the Armenian government.

The sides spoke about the im-
provement of safety level of the Arme-
niannuclear power plantand exchanged
views on deepening cooperation be-
tween Armenia and the [AEA.

The Armenian Nuclear Power
Plant, the only one in the South
Caucasus region, is located near the
town of Metsamor, about 30 kilome-
ters west of Yerevan. It accounts for
about 40% of the total electricity gen-
eration of the country.

In June, 2022 the Armenian NPP
CJSC and the Rusatom Overseas JSC
(a division of Russian state atomic
concern Rosatom) signed a MoU to
start preparations for building a new
nuclear power unit in Armenia.
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Artbox Greenlights 24 Creative Projects
for Incubation

INSSEE

\\ Katapult

WELCOME

OUR 24

CREATIVE
. » TEAMS!

ARTBOX

BY CREATIVE ARMENIA

Creative Armenia is excited to
introduce the 24 creative projects
that will take part in Artbox Incuba-
tor, which provides comprehensive
support to creative ideas with poten-
tial for commercial success. The
creative incubator is developed by
Creative Armenia, funded by the
European Union in Armenia, and
launched in partnership with AGBU
Armenia within the framework of
the KATAPULT Creative Accelera-
tor Program.

For 12 weeks, the selected teams,
representing cutting-edge projects in
theater, music, design, and beyond,
will be joined by distinguished interna-
tional and local mentors and keynote
speakers to develop various aspects of
their creative projects — from market
analysis and marketing plan to financ-
ing plan and legal rights. After com-
pleting the incubation, the 24 incu-
bated projects will be presented to
major cultural investors, grant-mak-
ers, and sponsors for potential fund-
ing.

“We are proud of our new
Artbox generation. The strength and
range of these 24 projects and their
creative teams demonstrate the new
wave of power and dynamics they
will bring to Armenia’s culture and
creativity. We look forward to pro-
viding Artbox's fundamental support
and pushing them upward in their
mission,” said Anush Ter-
Khachatryan, Director of Programs
at Creative Armenia.

“Katapult Creative Accelerator

Program is working to boost Armenia’s
creative economy. This means nurtur-
ing the full value chain - from idea, to
production, to distribution. We’re con-
fident that Artbox is a powerful plat-
form to seed and develop ideas, a
selection of which we aim to promote
and market through Katapult’s other
programs. We can’t wait to see what
these seeds blossom into,” said Anna
Gargarian, Creative Strategist and Lead
at Katapult Creative Accelerator Pro-
gram.

The 24 creative projects selected
for Artbox Incubator are:

- Carutsel, an environmentally
neutral yet socially impactful fashion
collection by Anaheed Sarian.

- Bebook Walking Theater, an
interactive and itinerary bus theater for
children by Ani Yeremyan.

- Bazaart, a platform that serves
as a bridge between designers and
corporate clients by Arame
Martirosyan.

- ToneLab, an indie record label
and studio by Armen Yedigarian.

- Maestro, a mobile application
for improving music literacy by Arus
Nazaryan.

- Kaits, an aesthetic vodcast se-
ries about inspiring stories of local
creators by Ellen Altunyan.

- Pambak Games, a production
of tarot cards that elevate Armenian
themes and folktales by Garabed
Khachadour.

- Kinora, an unscripted show
dedicated to cinema in Armenia by
Garegin Papoyan.

Armenia Signs $245 Million Arms Deal

Continued from page 1

the number of such systems commis-
sioned by Yerevan.

Pinaka was first supplied to the
Indian army two decades ago and has
beenrepeatedly modernized since then.
Two of its existing variants have an
estimated maximum range of 40 and
60 kilometers. Armenia would be the
first foreign buyer of these weapons.

Armenia’s government and De-
fense Ministry did not comment on the
report which came amid Yerevan’s
and New Delhi’s efforts to deepen
bilateral ties. Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan and his Indian counterpart
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar have held
four face-to-face meetings over the

past year.

Visiting Yerevan in July this year,
another senior Indian diplomat said the
two sides are discussing “long-term”
military cooperation.

Armenian military officials
reportedly visited India in June.
The Mumbai-based news service
dnaindia.com said that they “came
armed with a shopping list.”

India’s arch-foe Pakistan
strongly supported Azerbaijan during
the 2020 Armenian-Azerbaijani war
over Nagorno-Karabakh. By contrast,
India has backed Karabakh peace ef-
forts spearheaded by the United States,
Russia and France and has effectively
sided Armenia with in its intensifying
border dispute with Azerbaijan.

- Project «Di», an extraordinary
audio-visual and interactive installa-
tion platform by Gevorg Aram
Grigoryan.

- Diaries agency, a
multidisciplinary arts agency by
Harmik Mackertoomian.

- Kapan International Film Festi-
val by Harut Makyan.

- Dk.tsk Live, an avant-garde
electronic music studio by Hranush
Arakelyan.

- Concept Confectionery, a pro-
duction of limited collections of art
made from desserts by Izabella
Avetisian.

- Art Ranch, a multifunctional
and holistic arts and wellbeing resi-
dence by Kamee Abrahamian.

- Knots for Hope, an online plat-
form connecting Armenia’s rural rug
makers with international buyers by
Kyle Khandikian.

- Dzenov, an audiobook applica-
tion for Armenian literature by Lusine
Mirzoyan.

- Sound Map of Yerevan, a de-
signed map showcasing inspiring lo-
cations of Yerevan by Lusine Mlke-
Galstyan.

- ARDI Art Space, a 24/7 art and
entertainment space in Echmiadzin by
Mariam Papoyan.

- Doon Doon Art House, a
multidisciplinary art space focusing
on Armenian contemporary dances and
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theater classes in Noragyugh by Nour-
Ani Sisserian.

- Gyumri Art Collaboration Cen-
ter, a multi-genre and multi-format art
space by Nvard Ghazaryan.

- Plan Yerevan, an A to Z manu-
facture of Armenian-made and Arme-
nian-themed clothing by Tatevik
Sayadyan.

- TELOS, a stylish manga series
by Tigran Janjughazyan.

- Dasein, an outstanding and
unique art magazine by Vanane Borian.

-ManBan, a specialized and inde-
pendent art publishing house by Vigen
Galstyan.

Inspired by innovative methods
in business and tech, Artbox Incubator
is areinvention of the incubator model
for the art world — a dynamic entre-
preneurial system that supports artists
in developing their ideas into commer-
cially viable and investable creative
products. To learn more about the
incubator, visit our website:
www.artbox.am.

Creative Armenia is a global arts
foundation for the Armenian people
that discovers, develops, and champi-
ons innovative talent across the arts.
Artbox has been developed by Creative
Armenia, funded by the European Union
in Armenia and launched in partnership
with AGBU Armenia in the framework
ofthe KATAPULT Creative Accelera-
tor Program.

Pashinyan Blamed Azerbaijan

Continued from page 1

"The Armenian foreign minister
will hold a meeting with Azerbaijan's
foreign minister in the near future to
have substantive discussions on draft-
ing the text of the peace treaty," he
said.

“The negotiations and contacts
could result in something acceptable
to us and if it’s acceptable to us we
will sign it,” he said.

Pashinyan believes that having
gone through all the trials and chal-
lenges it is still necessary to start
substantive talks with Azerbaijan
around the peace treaty. He stressed
that Armeniais notrejecting the agree-
ments reached earlier.

The prime minister said there is
no document ready to be signed on the
negotiating table: the foreign ministers
should start substantive discussions
on the text of the peace treaty on
October 2, when they are expected to
meet in Geneva.

"If there was one that would be
good. That would mean that we had a
draft text to elaborate. The problem is
that there is no document on the table
now. There are some draft agree-
ments they have been prepared by us
regarding the reopening of the trans-
port links between the countries," he
said.

In his interview, Pashinyan
blamed Azerbaijan’s “aggressive state-
ments” as the reason a peace agree-
ment has not yet been reached, saying,
“without this rhetoric, the treaty would
have been signed long ago.”

Referring to Azerbaijan’s unprec-
edented attack on Armenia two weeks
ago, he suggested that “the purpose of
Azerbaijan’s provocations is to tor-

pedo the peace process, and when we
say that we will defend Armenia’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty by
any means, this means that we must
defend Armenia’s right to peace by
any means.”

“Given Azerbaijan’s aggressive
rhetoric, new provocations cannot be
not ruled out,” he warned.

Pashinyan said there is an ap-
proach where “a peace treaty between
Armeniaand Azerbaijan should be sepa-
rated from the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict”.

“Our approach is such that there
may not be any references to Nagorno-
Karabakh in the peace treaty. We be-
lieve that Armeniaand Azerbaijan should
recognize each other’s territorial in-
tegrity,” Pashinyan said, adding that
“the main beneficiary in the discussion
of the Artsakh issue should be the
people of Artsakh themselves, through
their elected leaders. On the issue of
Nagorno-Karabakh, Nagorno-Karabakh
should be the main negotiator.”

Turning to international involve-
ment in the peace process, Pashinyan
urged for “international observers, we
mean a long-term or permanent mis-
sion” to monitor the Armenia-
Azerbaijan border, while conceding
that “neither Moscow, nor Brussels,
nor Washington are ready to recognize
Karabakh’s independence or to recog-
nize Karabakh as part of Armenia. We
must acknowledge this fact.”

Pashinyan also called out the Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization, a
Russian-led military alliance, for its
non-response to Azerbaijan’s assault
on Armenia earlier this month, mark-
ing the bloodiest week in the region
since the start of the war in and around
Karabakh two years ago.
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Serj Tankian Artwork Coming to
Stephanie’s Art Gallery in la Cafiada

ART EXHIBITION

Shepeshift: A dynamic dive into diversity

SERJ

TANKIAN

www.stephaniesgallery.com
Instagram: @SerjTankianArt

LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE --
Serj Tankian is known around the world
for his extraordinarily unique and dy-
namic musical creativity, especially as
the lead vocalist and lyricist of the
Grammy-winning heavy metal band
System Of A Down. Like his bandmates,
he has continually worn his Armenian
identity as a badge of honor and has
advocated for Armenia and other human
rights causes with a passion that matches
his inimitable vocal style.

Visitors to Stephanie’s Art Gallery
in La Cafiada from October 9-November
1 will be able to appreciate another side
of Tankian’s creativity, his visual art, in
aspecial exhibition entitled “Shapeshift:
A Dynamic Dive Into Diversity” Serj’s
journey into the world of fine art began
with his Disarming Time Musical Paint-
ings in 2013. He creates a uniquely
audible and visual experience with each
of his artworks. Each piece is accompa-
nied by a musical score that has been
composed by Serj thatis as integral to his
artistic expression as the paint on the
canvas.

The embedded music is currently
unlocked and accessed via Arloopa, a
free mobile application for iOS and An-
droid devices that allows those looking

at his artwork to listen to each painting’s
corresponding musical score. Tankian’s
vision to utilize smartphone technology
as the conduit to unlock the intertwined
relationship of music and art was the
first of its kind.

"My music always has been non-
conformistand challenging —and revolt-
ing at times,” says Tankian. “I paint the
same way. I don't look at what people
do, I don't paint within the parameters. I
do what my intuition tells me to do.
When I’'m painting, [ am free as an artist.
My hands go where they're supposed to
go, I don't know what I’'m doing. But I
never knew what I was doing as a
musician either, I just created and was
confident in the fact that it is coming
from a good place.

"I’m still in the phase where I'm
surprised by the output. I am lost in
this exploratory, beautiful, colorful
world and I am grateful.”

The opening of the exhibition will
be held on Sunday, October 9, 2022,
from 11:30 am — 5:30 pm. Gallery
Hours are Mon-Fri, 10 am — 5:30 pm
and Sat 10:30 — 5:00 pm.

Stephanie’s Art Gallery, 466 Foot-
hill Blvd Unit C, La Canada Flintridge,
CA91011

Governor Newson Signs Bill

Continued from page 1

tablishing a state holiday that com-
memorates genocides — both past and
present — provides space for groups to
heal and sends a powerful signal about
our California values. Importantly,
California continues to lead by ex-
ample, with a strong record of provid-
ing refuge to countless groups suffer-
ing through the atrocity of genocide,”
Newsom added.

“l am immensely proud of the
richness of diversity and backgrounds
represented in our state and under-
stand the importance of wanting to see
one’s own experience reflected in state
holidays. While I am signing this bill
and two other bills that also mark two
significant days, before increasing the
number of state holidays beyond the
more than a dozen already recognized,
I encourage the Legislature to identify
criteria to help evaluate and inform
future establishment of additional state

holidays,” concluded Newsom.

The State Assembly and Senate
members worked tirelessly for months
to have both chambers of the Califor-
nia legislature adopt this bill. The bill
passed through several committees:
Governmental Organization: 20 yes, 0
no; Higher Education: 12 yes, 0 no;
Appropriations: 12 yes, 0 no; and the
full State Assembly on May 26, 2022
by a vote of 75 yes and 0 no.

The bill then went to the State
Senate passing through the following
committees: Governmental Organiza-
tion: 14 yes, 0 no; Education: 6 yes, 0
no; Appropriations: 7 yes, 0 no; and
the full Senate on August 23, 2022 by
a vote of 40 yes 0 no. The bill then
went back to the State Assembly on
August 24, 2022 in order to reconcile
it with Senate amendments. It passed
by a vote of 77 yes, 0 no.

The bill was then submitted to
California Governor Gavin Newsom
for his signature on August 31, 2022.
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AUA & CSUN Sign
Memorandum of Understanding

NORTHRIDGE — On Septem-
ber 12, the American University of
Armenia (AUA) and California State
University, Northridge (CSUN) re-
newed their existing partnership sign-
ing a new Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) in recognition of the
mutual educational interests and re-
search aspirations shared by the two
institutions.

The ceremony took place in the
Sierra Hall’s Whitsett Room on the
CSUN campus, followed by a brief
reception hosted by the CSUN Arme-
nian Studies Program. In her opening
remarks, CSUN Professor Emerita Dr.
Dianne Philibosian touched upon the
existing agreements between the two
institutions comprising the exchange
of faculty, an interlibrary loan arrange-
ment, and an established student ex-
change program and commented on
the exciting opportunities ahead.

CSUN President Dr. Erika D.
Beck spoke in support of formalizing
the friendship between the two institu-
tions, noting that CSUN educates more
Armenian students than any other uni-
versity outside Armenia. Enthusiastic
about deepening this partnership, she
hopes it will allow students and faculty
to embrace a new global perspective.
Dr. Beck also congratulated AUA on
its 30th anniversary, noting that CSUN
was in attendance at the AUA 30th
Anniversary Celebration the Saturday
prior, and wished AUA to “continue to
excel and thrive as a consequential
institution of higher learning.”

AUA President Dr. Karin Markides
also commended the ongoing collabo-
ration, playfully mentioning that it felt
like AUA was a California university
on the other side of the earth. Noting
AUA’s accreditation by the WASC
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Senior College and University Com-
mission and its affiliation with the
University of California (UC), she
thanked President Beck for her sup-
port and presence at the event. “Build-
ing trust and understanding is the most
important thing in our collaborative
relationship,” she said, adding that
everything revolves around our stu-
dents and “we work hard to continue
to ensure that our students not only
advance to successful careers, but
alsobecome responsible leaders in both
public and private sectors. The re-
sponsibility is in our hands to ensure
the next generation is ready for change
and makes that change.”

Both presidents then signed the
memorandum of understanding, which
stipulates that the two universities agree
to work together to explore a broad
range of potential scholarly and educa-
tional collaborations, including, but not
limited to, 1. Admission of each other’s
undergraduate and graduate students
in keeping with the academic stan-
dards, rules, procedures, policies, and
practices of each institution for inter-
national students; 2. Promoting stu-
dents’ study-abroad experiences and
improving their English language skills
via CSUN’s Semester at CSUN pro-
gram (SAC) and Intensive English pro-
grams (IEP); and 3. The exchange of
faculty and students between the two
institutions, as well as joint teaching
and research projects with all tuition
expenses satisfied prior to the start of
the session.

“Forauniversity collaboration to
succeed, it is necessary to build on
faculty-to-faculty relations. Accom-
plishing this on an institutional level
will open up so many more opportuni-
ties,” Dr. Markides concluded.

Video of Armenian Soldiers’ Executions

Continued frompage 1

countability and increased pressure on
Azerbaijan by the international com-
munity, while reiterating calls for “the
immediate repatriation of all Armenian
prisoners of war and civilians illegally
held in Azerbaijan.”

An unknown number of Arme-
nians remain in captivity in Azerbaijan.
Most have been convicted on terror-
ism charges and sentenced to lengthy
prison terms.

Prior to last month’s attack, the
Armenian government put the number
of Armenian prisoners of war at fewer
than 50, but several Armenian human

rights lawyers have cast doubt on
those figures, saying the real number
of Armenians held in Azerbaijan is
higher.

Inatweet written before Grigoryan
confirmed the video’s authenticity, Toivo
Klaar, the European Union’s special rep-
resentative for the South Caucasus, said,
“Another horrible video has emerged of
Armenian prisoners of war apparently
being executed,” adding that it “needs to
be investigated and the perpetrators pun-
ished.”

Klaar’s failure to name Azerbaijani
soldiers as the killers in the video
prompted further outrage on Arme-
nian social media.
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