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UN Security Council Member States Urged
Azerbaijan to Unblock the Lachin Corridor

NEW YORK -- The United States,
Russia, France and other nations again
urged Azerbaijan to reopen the sole
road connecting Nagorno-Karabakh to
Armenia during a session of the UN
Security Council held on Tuesday night.

Armenia’s U.N. Ambassador
Mher Margaryan told the Council his
country called the emergency meeting
because since Dec. 12, the Azerbaijan
initiated “massive campaign of state-
sponsored protests along the Lachin
corridor” has blocked the only supply
route in and out of Nagorno-Karabakh
creating “an evolving humanitarian
crisis.”

Atleast 1,100 civilians have been
stranded along the blocked highway for
the past week, and transferring patients
forurgent treatment in Armenian hospi-
tals “has become impossible, which has
already resulted in fatality ofa critically
ill patient,” he said.

“By orchestrating an unlawful
blockade of the Lachin corridor under

the made-up pretext of environmental
concerns,”  Margaryan  said,
“Azerbaijan has effectively targeted a
population of 120,000 people by iso-
lating them in precarious humanitarian
conditions during the winter season.”
has effectively targeted a population of
120,000 people by isolating them in
precarious humanitarian conditions
during the winter season.”

“We call on the government of
Azerbaijan and other forces respon-
sible for the security of the [Lachin]
corridor to quickly restore free move-
ment, including for trade and humani-
tarian purposes,” a senior U.S. diplo-
mat told the emergency session initi-
ated by Armenia.

Hereiterated U.S. concerns about
“severe humanitarian implications” of
the road blockade that began on De-
cember 12.

Nathalie Estival-Broadhurst,

Continued on page4

ACA / ACE Utrge Swift Sanctions
Against the Aliyev Regime

OnDecember 12, the Stepanakert-
Goris highway was blocked by an
Azerbaijani group of alleged “environ-
mentalists” and “journalists”, breaking
every rule of international law as well
as the provisions of the trilateral dec-
laration of November 9, 2020 on the
cessation of all military actions in
Nagorno-Karabakh (Artsakh). As of
this writing, the highway remains
blocked. These provocative measures,
which are directly organized by the
Baku dictatorship, are intended to
carry out well-thought-out plans to
forcibly annex Artsakh to its territory
and depopulate it of its ethnic Arme-
nian inhabitants.

Following November 9, 2020,
Azerbaijan has frequently targeted Ar-
menian settlements, killed and harassed
the peaceful populace, and otherwise
violated its own terms of the Trilateral
Declaration. The Republic of Artsakh
is a responsible state that complies
with international law, so the demands

and actions of environmentalists are
unjustified given that there has been no
environmental threat to the nearby
Azerbaijaniregions and its inhabitants.
Further, Azerbaijan has consis-
tently used its military to cut off the
natural gas supplies to Artsakh, depriv-
ing the populace of heating in the frigid
winters of the region. Not only does the
international community fail to con-
demn these gross violations of human
rights, itlauds Azerbaijan foritsreliable
energy partnership with the EU.
Azerbaijan now holds every single
resident of Artsakh hostage through
this humanitarian crisis as a part of its
ongoing campaign to ethnically cleanse
the region of its indigenous Armenian
population. These actions by Azerbaijan
are in flagrant violation of every norm
of international law and we urge the
implementation of swift sanctions
against the Aliyev regime.
Armenian Council of America
Armenian Council of Europe

Declaration By Los Angeles Armenian
Community Organizations

The 120,000 population of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh) has been under a
complete blockade imposed by Azerbaijan for over a week, with the closure of
the Berdzor Corridor (Lachin Corridor). Deprived of food supplies, medicine, and
the right to move freely, the Armenians of Artsakh are facing a serious
humanitarian disaster.

We regretfully note that the efforts of the Russian peacekeepers have not
yielded the desired results in curbing Azerbaijan’s provocations and anti-
Armenian actions. The international community should not remain indifferent or
be content with mere statements of condemnation, which will be ignored by the
Aliyevregime in Baku.

In light of this situation, Russia, European structures, and the United States
of America are obliged to help the peaceful population living and working in
Nagorno-Karabakh. Nations that prioritize the protection of human rights should
take practical steps to provide emergency humanitarian aid to the people of
Artsakh, especially amidst severe Winter weather.

The Armenian American community of Los Angeles strongly condemns the
genocidal policy of depopulation conducted by the government of Azerbaijan.

We demand that the White House take practical measures, including
establishing a humanitarian air bridge and delivering large quantities of food,
medicine, hospital supplies and other necessary goods to the functioning airport
in Stepanakert, in order to safeguard the physical existence of Artsakh Armenians
in their historical homeland.

We appeal to the Members of the U.S. House of Representatives and the
U.S. Senate to join the wave of condemnation, impose sanctions against
Azerbaijan, and enforce Section 907 of FREEDOM Support Act, prohibiting all
types of military aid to that country.

These recent events, including the shutting off of gas pipelines in the region,
prove once again that Nagorno-Karabakh cannot become a part of Azerbaijan.
The international community should confirm this reality by recognizing the right
of Artsakh Armenians to self-determination.

December 21, 2022

SDHP Western US Executive Committee

ARF Western USA Central Committee

ADLP Western District Committee

Armenian Assembly of America

Armenian Bar Association

Armenian Council of America

Armenian Evangelical Union of North America

Armenian General Benevolent Union, Western District

Armenian Relief Society of Western USA, Regional Executive

Armenian Rights Council

Armenian Youth Federation Western USA, Central Executive

Gaidz Youth Organization

Homenmen Armenian Athletic Association

Organization of Istanbul Armenians

(Endorsement of above announcement by other organizations remains in
progrees)

Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian Passed Away

LOS ANGELES — The Western
Diocese of the Armenian Apostolic
church has in formed the passing of
former Primate Archbishop Vatche
Hovsepian, he was 92 years old.

Archbishop Hovsepian (baptis-
mal name Hovsep) was born on 11
June 1930 in Beirut, Lebanon. He re-
ceived his primary education at the
Armenian Mesrobian School in Leba-
non. Upon his graduation, he entered
the Theological Seminary of Antelias.

On June 24, 1951, he was or-
dained as a celibate priest by Bishop
Derenik Poladyan, and given the
priestly name of Vatche. Upon his
ordination, he was appointed to serve
as the Dean Assistant and Instructor at
the Seminary.

In 1953, he went to study at the
University of Edinburgh in Scotland.

In March 1971, His Eminence

was elected as the Primate of the
Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America. During his

Continued on page4
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The People of Artsakh Will Not Kneel and
Will Overcome the Current Processes

STEPANAKERT -- Nagorno-
Karabakh’s president Arayik
Harutyunyan has praised Russian
peacekeepers in a statement posted on
his Facebook page.

“We express our gratitude to the
Russian peacekeepers for remaining
true to their mission,” Harutyunyan
said. “For days, the peacekeepers have
been standing by the people of Artsakh
with a firm and unwavering attitude,
without succumbing to [Azerbaijan’s]
provocations, demonstrative insults
and contemptuous attitudes.”

“We highly appreciate the con-
scious steps taken by the peacekeepers
to alleviate the humanitarian problems
of our people,” added Harutyunyan.
“We will continue our struggle and will
never be a tool to put pressure on the
Russian Federation or damage its repu-
tation because we are confident that the
Russian Federation has the irrevocable
will to solve problems diplomatically
and through dialogue.”

"It has been five days already,
since Azerbaijan is keeping the
120,000 population of Artsakh in total
blockade with an "emotional" and at-
tention-grabbing agenda, flavoured
with fake environmental pretexts, thus
putting the Armenians of Artsakh in
front of a humanitarian disaster. How-
ever, as we can see, the people of
Artsakh do not kneel and will
honourably overcome the current pro-
cesses, which are incompatible with
the 21st century and almost unimag-
inable for civilized people, as well as
the difficulties, sufferings, and hu-
manitarian consequences arising from
them." Harutyunyan emphasized.

"The people of Artsakh are open
to the discussion of any question and
problem, to free dialogue, are willing
to build and anticipate constructive
relations formed on the basis of mutual
respect of rights.

"We consider the use of coer-
cion, demonstration and use of force
as unacceptable and we call for the
final rejection of the idea of depopulat-
ing Artsakh, which was the reason for
the initiation of the Artsakh Liberation
Struggle and is an integral part of the
Azerbaijani state policy. In that case
only the will to achieve peace be appre-
ciated, and peace be sincere, real, and
tangible.

"The people of Artsakh have
adopted a decision to resist the en-
croachment against their rights and to
bear the physical deprivation inflicted
on us with dignity, thereby neutraliz-
ing all possible attempts to impose
concessions and conditions constrain-
ing the decision-making on Mother
Armenia.”, read the statement.

Azerbaijan Demonstrating That Co-existence
is Impossible - Artsakh’s State Minister

STEPANAKERT -- Azerbaijanis
demonstrating that co-existence is im-
possible, Artsakh’s State Minister
Ruben Vardanyan said, speaking live
on Facebook.

“We are doing our best so that
the world learns about the ongoing
situation in Artsakh, to see the real
face of Azerbaijan, to understand that
it’s impossible to co-exist with
Azerbaijan, when they are blocking the
road and cutting gas supply under
severe winter conditions,” Vardanyan
said.

He called on everyone to stay
strong and believe that “together we
can overcome this difficult situation,”
and added that “they made the biggest
mistake, as this way they cannot prove
to anyone that we can co-exist.”

“That’s why I’m calling on ev-
eryone to stay strong, to be ready for
struggle, at the same time continuing
our work to show that we are in crisis,
but continue to work and are confident
in our future,” the State Minister said.

“The current situation once again
shows that there are no guarantees for
the security of Artsakh and its people
within Azerbaijan, because Azerbaijan
is the main threat to their lives,”
Vardanyan said in a Twitter post.

“By closing the only road con-

necting Artsakh with Armenia and the
outside world, Azerbaijan proves once
again: the goal is the ethnic cleansing of
the Armenians of Artsakh or their com-
plete extermination. Also, Azerbaijan
has cut gas supply in the mid of winter,”
the State Minister said.

Vardanyan spent the weekend
touring two districts of Karabakh and
meeting with local residents.

“They [the Azerbaijani authori-
ties] didn’t realize that this blockade is
uniting us and making us stronger,” he
said in the town of Martuni on Sunday.
“They are only now realizing that they
gave us strength.”

DECEMBER 24, 2022

Congressman Adam Schiff Leads Armenian
Caucus Co-Chairs and 24 Members in Urging
President Biden to Ensure Artsakh’s Safety

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) led
his fellow co-chairs of the Congres-
sional Caucus on Armenian Issues and
24 Members of Congress in sending a
letter to President Biden, urging the
administration to use all diplomatic
tools atits disposal to ensure the safety
of the people of Artsakh amid the
growing crisis in the region. The mem-
bers also called for the administration
to cease all financial support to
Azerbaijan and impose sanctions.

On December 12, Azerbaijan im-
posed a blockade of the Lachin Corri-
dor — the only road connecting
Nagorno-Karabakh, also known as
Artsakh, to Armenia—leaving 120,000
people without access to the route that
supplies Artsakh with food, medical
supplies, transport, and other essential
goods. Additional reports allege
Azerbaijan has also shut off one of the
major sources of natural gas for civil-
ians in the territory, potentially leaving
tens of thousands without heating as
temperatures plummet.

“Azerbaijan is once again
weaponizing basic human necessities
to further degrade already strained liv-
ing conditions for the Armenians living
in Artsakh. If this situation continues,
a humanitarian crisis with potentially
tragic consequences is imminent,” the
members wrote in the letter.

These latest provocatory actions
by Azerbaijan are only the latest in two
years of ongoing violence and aggres-
sion by the Aliyev regime against the
people of Armenia and Artsakh, since
Azerbaijan and Turkey’s September
2020 attacks when they killed thou-
sands of Armenian civilians and sol-
diers, displaced tens of thousands more,
and illegally detained prisoners of war.

Schiff and his fellow Armenian
Caucus co-chairs have been urging the

Biden administration to direct much-
needed U.S. humanitarian assistance
to the people of Artsakh, immediately
ceaseall U.S. assistance to Azerbaijan,
use its diplomatic powers to secure the
immediate release of all Armenian pris-
oners of war and captured civilians,
and explore the applicability of sanc-
tions on Azerbaijan in response to its
gross violations of international law.

“This is only the most recent
example of Azerbaijan’s belligerence,
which has followed a well-documented
pattern of abuse against the Armenian
population of Artsakh, motivated by
the bombastic rhetoric of the Aliyev
regime. We urge the Administration to
use all tools at its disposal to ensure the
safety of the people of Artsakh, now
and in the future, including cessation
of financial support to Azerbaijan and
imposition of sanctions. We cannot
allow Azerbaijan’s policy of aggres-
sion and intimidation to continue,” the
members continued.

The letter is co-signed by Arme-
nian Caucus co-chairs Reps. Frank
Pallone Jr. (D-N.J.), Gus Bilirakis (R-
Fla.), Jackie Speier (D-Calif.), and
David Valadao (R-Calif.), as well as
Reps. Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.), Carolyn
Maloney (D-N.Y.), Jim McGovern (D-
Mass.), Barbara Lee (D-Calif.), Grace
Napolitano (D-Calif.), Jan
Schakowsky (D-Il1.), James Langevin
(D-R.1.), Jim Costa (D-Calif.), John
Sarbanes (D-Md.), Judy Chu (D-Ca-
lif.), David Cicilline (D-R.I.), Dina
Titus (D-Nev.), Tony Cardenas (D-
Calif.), Joaquin Castro (D-Tex.), Grace
Meng (D-N.Y.), Scott Peters (D-Ca-
lif.), Katherine Clark (D-Mass.), Ted
Lieu (D-Calif.), Josh Gottheimer (D-
N.J.), Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.),
Jimmy Gomez (D-Calif.), Susan Wild
(D-Pa.), Susie Lee (D-Nev.), and
Abigail Spanberger (D-Va.).

PM Pashinyan and British Inteligence Chief
Discuss Regional Security

YEREVAN --
The chiefof Britain's |
foreign intelligence
agency, Richard
Moore, met with
Prime Minister Nikol
Pashiniyan on Friday
during a surprise visit
to Armenia.

In a short
statement on the
meeting, the Arme-
nian government’s
press office said Pashinyan and Moore
discussed “processes taking place in
the South Caucasus.”

“Topics relating to regional and
international security were also ad-
dressed,” added the statement.

No other details were reported.
Photographs of the meeting released
by the office showed that Armen
Abazian, the head of Armenia’s Na-
tional Security Service, was also in
attendance.

Moore, who runs the Secret In-
telligence Service (SIS) also known as
MI6, arrived in Armenia just four days

after meeting with Armen Grigoryan,
the secretary of Armenia’s Security
Council, in London. According to
Grigoryan’s office, they discussed
“prospects for bilateral security coop-
eration.”

It was not clear whether the
British spy chief is also scheduled to
travel to neighboring Azerbaijan or
Georgia.

U.S. Central Intelligence Agency
Director William Burns visited Arme-
nia and met with Pashinyan in July.
Few details of those talks were made
public.
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Operation “Humanitarian Disaster” Performed by Azeri Pseudo-Environmentalists

BY LILIA SHUSHANYAN

The dictatorial regime of
Azerbaijan continues to keep the
120,000 people of the Artsakh Re-
public under siege, closing the
Berdzor Corridor, the only road con-
necting Stepanakert with Armenia
and the outer world. All this is perpe-
trated under a fake environmental
agenda by fake activists, because
such actions by the state or any
company cannot exempt them from
liability for terrorism.

The Mine Is an Excuse, De-
population of Artsakh of Armenians
at All Costs Is an Intermediate
Goal, Precedent for Usurpation of
Power Is the Overarching Goal

Today, Azerbaijan continues the
policy of depopulation of Artsakh of
Armenians. Backin 2020, as aresult of
the bloody military operations unleashed
by the Azeris, tens of thousands of
Armenians had already been displaced
from their homes.

This time, Aliyev’s regime is do-
ing it in a different way: by blockade,
totally cutting off Artsakh from the
outer world, thus provoking a humani-
tarian disaster. In particular, declaring
the beginning of monitoring in the
mines of Drmbon and Kashen and thus
triggering Artsakh’s resistance, by
means of a group of Azeris who call
themselves independent environmen-
talists, Aliyev closed the only road
connecting Artsakh to Armenia, for
ambulances or any other traffic. It’s
noteworthy that the individual’s right
to free movement is considered a fun-
damental human right.

Although the press these days is
talking about the mine, and the reason
is the fictitious environmental risk, by
thisact Aliyev is effectively pursuing a
more important and situation-chang-
ing goal: to legalize and legitimize the
power of Azerbaijan in the territory of
the Republic of Artsakh. In particular,
the precedent of auditing any Artsakh
company under the regulations of
Azerbaijan (and of course, making
demands as well) is sufficient for the
above purpose. The problem becomes
twice as easy when this single eco-
nomic activity today provides the main
part of the state budget of the Republic
of Artsakh and the guarantee of the
autonomous life of Artsakh Armenians.

With the lack of fiscal resources,
facing the risk of being cut off from
the outer world, and the risk of being
deprived of fundamental human rights
atany moment, the depopulated Artsakh
will be a perfect solution in the context
of discussing the right to self-determi-
nation in the near future (even through
a referendum): if Armenians have no
economic resources, there is no possi-
bility for them to survive; if there are
not enough Armenians, there is no
question of cultural autonomy; if there
are no Armenians, there is no question
of self-determination.

Pseudo-Environmental Perfor-
mance by An Anti-Environmental
Country

Clearly understanding Aliyev’s
real designs, let’s return to the envi-
ronmental pretext.

-It should be noted that the ficti-
tious and ungrounded nature of the
ecological topic is proved, first, by the
fact that the Artsakh mine has never
caused any ecological trouble, but also
by the willingness of the Artsakh au-
thorities to invite an international ex-
pert group to assess environmental
risks even today. At the same time,
Armeniais incomparably ahead in terms
of environmental regulations and rat-
ings, and the legislation and practice of
the Republic of Artsakh almost reflect
those of the Republic of Armenia.

-The fabricated pretext is clearly
seen in the contradictory reasonings
cited in the discourse of the Azeri side:
illegal exploitation or environmental
risk. On the one hand, there is talk of
the alleged illegal use of minerals: in
plain language, the problem is who the
user is (Artsakh or an Aliyev-British
company)? On the other hand, the
road is blocked by fake environmental-
ists because of the environmental risk.
The fact that the mine will be operated
one way or another by any user (con-
trary to the advocates of the environ-
mental wing) is not subject to doubt,
but for an authoritarian regime the act
of causing a humanitarian disaster is
more convenient to do with the eco-
logical theme thatis always pleasing to
the eyes of the outer world.

-Moreover, the country that
speaks about responsible operation of
mines on behalf of allegedly indepen-
dent environmentalists was the first
one in the history of the Extractive
Industries Transparency Initiative, the
international organization of the min-
ing industry, whose status in 2017 was
suspended and this was done precisely
on the basis of civil society pressures,
restrictive laws and lack of corrective
actions. Those same problems remained
unchanged later on, as evidenced by the
assessments given by other bodies, for
example, in the USAID Civil Society
Organizations Stability Index, both legal
and financial viability were assessed by
miserable 6.3 points (2021). It is ironic,
to say the least, that in a country where
there are many political prisoners and
any free activity of civil society is sup-
pressed, “independent environmental-
ists” in the mining sector can play a
central role in the country’s border and
geopolitical issues.

In contrast, within the frame-
work of the same EITI membership,
Armenia has become one of the 9
countries that were awarded the high-
estrating for not only fully implement-
ing the international standard in the
field of mining, but also exceeding the
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requirements. In addition, Armenia
received a special prize of the EITI
presidency. The Open Ownership
initiative’s beneficial ownership reform
in the sector has been exemplified in
terms of usefulness to other countries,
and recently, together with Latvia, they
became the first countries to publish
their data in line with the Beneficial
Ownership Data Standard.

-If we abstract from the indica-
tors of freedom of the civil society,
then the indicators of Azerbaijan in
terms of taking care of environmental
issues also testify to a false environ-
mental agenda. According to the En-
vironmental Performance Index,
Azerbaijan occupies a distant 104th
position (Armenia, 56th).

The Geographic Determinism
of Winter Cold and Human Rights
Through European Eyes

The humanitarian disaster in
Artsakh is deteriorating today due to
Azerbaijan’s suspension of gas supply
to Artsakh in the cold weather condi-
tions. At the same time, let us specially
clarify for the international audience
that the gas supply was not provided
by Azerbaijan, because the Republic of
Artsakhnever had any socio-economic
relationship with that country, but sim-
ply the Armenia-Artsakh gas pipeline
now passes through the territory un-
der the control of Baku.

It is unacceptable, but not sur-
prising, that the genocidal blockade
and humanitarian disaster are taking
place in the 21st century, perpetrated
by a country whose presidential re-
gime has been known for decades as a
corrupt empire, namely in the oil and
gas sector, in order to silence civil
society and stifle any political dissent.
It is not surprising, because today the
European Union, a pioneer of funda-
mental human rights, as an alternative
to Russian “undemocratic and unreli-
able” gas, signed a bilateral agreement
with the Aliyev regime months ago
without any preconditions or demands
for reforms, declaring it a “reliable”
supplier. What can we expect from a
dictator towards the population of a
small neighboring but democratic state,
whose hands have opened oil pipelines
even against his own people?

With this terrorist blockade,
Azerbaijan openly declared that the
latter will never guarantee any security
for the Armenians of Artsakh.

The Silent Contribution of Brit-
ish Capital to the Humanitarian
Disaster: “Land of Opportunities”

The blockade took place after
just a few months following July 5,
2022, when the Aliyev regime amended
the production sharing agreements with
the UK-listed Anglo Asian Mining com-
pany and also “granted” the Kashen
mine to the company. Let’s recall that
back in the 1990s, Azerbaijan applied
this political move to the same com-
pany, “giving” the other mines of
Artsakh to the latter.

The purpose of such moves by a
dictatorial regime is more than clear,
but it is puzzling how the UK allows a
company listed in England to be a party
to such transactions in a territory sen-
sitive to human rights violations and
still at war, and how this company is
intensively supported in Azerbaijan by
the British Embassy. This is happening
against the backdrop ofno peace agree-
ment between Armenia and Azerbaijan,
the status of the Republic of Artsakh is
not clear, and Azerbaijan continues
military operations against Armenia and
Artsakh. According to the correspon-
dence revealed by Freedom of Infor-
mation, Ambassador James Sharp in
2020, during and after the war, was in
intensive correspondence and meet-
ings with the company, and the letters
were often titled “Anglo Asian and the
land of opportunity”.

It is no coincidence that today
the road blockers do not identify them-
selves with this company, otherwise,
the British ambassador, with the direct
support of a high-level official like the
British government, will be indirectly
involved with the blockaders.

It should be noted that although
the company is often presented by
media as listed on the London Stock
Exchange, in reality it is registered on
the sub-market of the London stock
market, Alternative Investment Mar-
ket (AIM), which is characterized by
more flexible or weaker regulations
than the London Stock Exchange, of-
ten criticized as the “wild west”, where
companies with questionable ethics
are registered to attract money. The
dubious authority of the persons in-
volved in the company and their con-
nections with the Aliyev family can
also be the theme of a separate article.

Azerbaijan, the Occupant of
the Mineral Resources of the Re-
public of Artsakh

As aresult of the military opera-
tions unleashed by the Republic of
Azerbaijan against the Republic of
Artsakh on September 27, 2020, more
than 40 mines came under the control
of the Republic of Azerbaijan. More-
over, according to my survey, about 8
of them are located in Hadrut region,
and one in Martakert region, which
were once the regions of the Nagorno
Karabakh Autonomous Region. The
loss of all these mines should be pre-
sented as property damage on behalf
of the Armenian side. Moreover, this
logic is already stated in the claim
submitted to the ECHR on behalf ofthe
Republic of Armenia. [tis necessary to
more actively continue consistent steps
ofthe RA government in this direction.

Lilia Shushanyan is former
deputy minister of the RA Ministry of
Territorial Administration and De-
velopment.
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Caucasus Heritage Watch Co-Founder -
Armenian Historical-Cultural Heritage in
Nakhijevan Almost Entirely Destroyed

YEREVAN -- Research con-
ducted by Caucasus Heritage Watch
shows that the Armenian historical-
cultural heritage of Nakhijevan is al-
most entirely destroyed. In turn this
shows that Azerbaijan is carrying out a
systematic campaign against Arme-
nian cultural and religious heritage,
Lori Khatchadourian, Associate Pro-
fessor at Cornell University Depart-
ment of Near Eastern Studies and
Caucasus Heritage Watch Co-Founder
said at the 4th Global Forum Against
the Crime of Genocide in Yerevan,
Armenia.

Khatchadourian presented the ca-
pabilities of satellite technologies in
documenting cultural genocide.

“In2020 colleagues and I founded
anon-partisanresearch initiative called
Caucasus Heritage Watch. CHW moni-
tors and documents endangered and
damaged cultural heritage using the
satellite image resources. The applica-
tion of technological and humanistic
methods to assemble evidence con-
cerning abuses of cultural remains that
can be used in a court of law or by
publics seeking truth, reconciliation
and justice”, she said.

The CHW work consists of two
areas — historical research on Arme-
nian cultural heritage of Nakhijevan
and monitoring of Armenian cultural
heritage in areas of Nagorno Karabakh
that have come under the Azerbaijani
control.

“In September CHW concluded a
year-long investigation into the faith of
Armenian cultural heritage in
Nakhijevan. We examined all the major

medieval and modern Armenian heri-
tage sites. We geolocated these sites
using scholarly publications, topo-
graphic maps and satellite images cap-
tured by KH-9 hexagon platform. A
photographic satellite maintained by
the US government between 1971 and

1986. Once these sites were
geolocated, we assessed their condi-
tion through visual comparisons be-
tween the hexagon images and the 21st
century high-resolution satellite imag-
ery. We were able to geolocate and
assess the condition of 110 Armenian
heritage sites. The satellite images en-
abled us to document the complete
erasure of 108 monuments between
1997 and 20117, she said.

According to her, all these facts
clearly indicate a systematic state-spon-
sored campaign to eradicate all traces
of Armenian communal and religious
presence from Nakhijevan and thus,
Armenians themselves from the his-
tory of the region.

UN Security Council Member States

Continued from page 1

France’s deputy permanent represen-
tative to the UN, described the blockade
as “unacceptable” and said it must be
lifted “without conditions.” Estival-
Broadhurst argued that the Russian-
brokered agreement that stopped the
2020 Armenian-Azerbaijani war com-
mits Baku to guaranteeing free and safe
traffic through the Lachin corridor.

Her Russian counterpart, Anna
Evstigneeva, also cited that agreement,
saying that “the sides assumed corre-
sponding obligations which must be
strictly observed.” She stressed that it
placed the corridor under the control
of Russian peacekeeping forces de-
ployed in Karabakh.

“We look forward to having full-
fledged transportation restored in the
very near future,” Evstigneeva said,
echoing a carefully-worded statement
issued by the Russian Foreign Ministry
last week.

Evstigneeva said the Russian
peacekeepers are continuing to negoti-
ate with the conflicting sides. The
talks are now focusing on “parameters
for the visits of Azerbaijani environ-
mental experts to the ore deposits in
Nagorno-Karabakh,” the Russian dip-
lomat added without elaborating.

“Weare concerned by Azerbaijan’s
closure of the Lachin Corridor,” said

James Kariuki, Britain’s deputy ambas-
sador to the UN. “This is the only way
to deliver goods to the Nagorno-
Karabakh region, and could have se-
vere humanitarian consequences.”

Diplomats representing several
other, non-permanent members of the
Security Council, notably India, added
their voice to those concerns.

The reported blockade of the
Lachin Corridor may adversely affect
the supply of essential items, such as
food and medicine, to Nagorno-
Karabakh, India’s Deputy Permanent
Representative to the UN Raguttahalli
Ravindra, said at the UN Security Coun-
cil Emergency meeting.

“This is concerning, as it has the
potential to precipitate a humanitarian
crisis,” the Ambassador said.

China spoke in support of
Russia's peacekeeping mission in the
region and recalled the importance of
trilateral Armenian-Russian-Azerbaijani
statements.

Although the Security Council
adopted no resolution or statement on
the continuing blockade, Armenian For-
eign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan on
Wednesday praised the “fair and prin-
cipled stance” of its members.
Mirzoyan also tweeted that the council
meeting underscored the “international
consensus on immediate and uncondi-
tional opening of the Lachin Corridor.”
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Ambivalence to Things Armenian in Middle
Eastern Studies and the War on Artsakh in
2020 - Bedross Der Matossian

Ambivalence to Things Armenian
inMiddle Eastern Studies and the War on
Artsakhin 2020 - Bedross Der Matossian

In his article, Ambivalence to
Things Armenian in Middle Eastern Stud-
ies and the War on Artsakh in 2020,
published in the International Journal of
Middle East Studies, Academic Board
Member, Prof. Bedross Der Matossian,
outlines a concise history of conflicts
between Armenia and Azerbaijan that
have led to the current, urgent circum-
stances.

Azerbaijan’s unprovoked war with
Armenia has focused on the conflict in
the once semi-autonomous region of
Nagorno-Karabagh, which lies within
the Azerbaijan borders, neighboring Ar-
menia. This region is historically part of
Armenia, but was included within
Azerbaijan borders by the Soviet gov-
ernment, in pursuit of their Divide and
Rule strategy that carried in numerous
former Soviet Republics, led by Stalin.
It is populated by Armenian people and
there remains one corridor, the Lachin
Corridor, that physically connects this
region back to Armenia. Recently
Azerbaijan has proceeded by blocking
off this corridor, considered the only
lifeline for the citizens of Nagorno-
Karabagh to food, medicine, and other
life sustaining necessities. It has been
four days now that this passageway has
been blocked, cutting off gas to the
enclave, depriving children from going
to school, and medical attention to the
elderly and sick.

The actions of the Azerbaijan gov-
ernment demonstrates the intent to kill,
in whole or in part, a group of people in
a region of the country who are cultur-
ally, ethnically, and religiously different
than the majority ofthe population of the
nation. In accordance to Article 2 of the
United Nations Genocide Convention,
these actions could be considered t an
act of genocide against the Armenian
people of Nagorno-Karabagh.

DerMatossiannotes that after work-
ing to bring awareness to this conflict,
many Armenian scholars: “were shocked
to witness the anti-Armenian rhetoric and
pro-Azeri bias in the Western media. The
desire of the Armenians of Karabagh for
self-determination is a fundamental prin-
cipal of human rights, which they had
been denied for decades...” (Der
Matossian, 2022).

In his paper, Der Matossian par-
ticularly calls attention to the silence of
the international academic community
and the absence of outcry and condem-
nation of the actions of Azerbaijan. We
can see parallels to similar conflicts
elsewhere, such as Ukraine, that receive
public recognition and condemnation of
blatant violations of the Declaration of
Human Rights and the Genocide Con-
vention, Self-Determination and Terri-
torial Integrity, all ratified by interna-
tional community through United Na-
tions.

There should be no political con-
siderations when defending truth, jus-
tice, and human rights. As it is said, all it
takes for evil to win is good people to do
nothing.

Article in full, at:

https://zoryaninstitute.org/human-
rights-at-the-expense-of-political-expe-
diency-in-artsakh/

Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian Passed Away

Continued from page 1

tenure in the Western Diocese, he
established thirteen new parishes and
ordained eight priests. In addition, he
elevated and inducted into the Ecclesi-
astical ranks of Acolyte, sub-Deacon
and Deacon, hundreds of youth within
the Diocese.

In April 1985, in commemora-
tion of the Seventieth (70th) Anniver-
sary of the Armenian Genocide perpe-
trated by the Ottoman Turks, His Emi-
nence was invited to address both
House of the State Legislature of the
United States.

In 1986, he served as a member
of'the Supreme Spiritual Council of the
Armenian Church.

In 1988, after the disastrous
earthquake in Armenia, Bishop Vatche
established an Orphan’s Fund in the
Western Diocese of the Armenian
Church of North America. In addition,
under his auspices, the Western Dio-
cese re-built the St. Gregory the Illumi-
nator High School in Stepanavan, Arme-
nia. During histenure, St. Gregory Alfred

and Marguerite Hovsepian Armenian
School was founded in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia, which serves the Armenian youth
within the Los Angeles area.

In 1994, the Diocesan Headquar-
ters were demolished because of the
Northridge Earthquake and temporarily
moved to the St. Gregory Armenian
Church in Pasadena.

In May 1997, through the
Primate’s initiative, a new territory for
the Diocesan Headquarters was pur-
chased and a new spacious Western
Diocesan Headquarters were built in
Burbank, California.

The Catholicos of All Armenians,
His Holiness Karekin I appointed Arch-
bishop Vatche to serve as the Chair-
man of the Constitution Committee of
the Armenian Church. He was charged
with drafting a constitution which was
completed in 2002 and submitted for
review and approval.

In 2003, after 32 years of de-
vout, tireless and reverential service,
Archbishop Vatche retired as Primate
of the Western Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church of North America.
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