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Pashinyan to Putin-
“Now It Turns Out That Lachin Corridor Is
Not Under Control of Russian Peacekeepers”

SAINT PETERSBURG -- Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan complained
about the continuing Azerbaijani block-
ade of the sole road connecting
Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia when
he met with Russian President Vladimir
Putin in Saint-Petersburg on Tuesday.

The two men held talks in the
Russian city the day after attending an
informal summit of the leaders of
former Sovietrepublics. Putinrevealed
that he and Pashinian also spoke with
Azerbaijani President [lham Aliyev dur-
ing the summit.

“We started yesterday and the
three of us managed to talk,” he told
Pashinyan at the start of their meeting.
“Of course, the main issue is the settle-
ment of the situation in the South
Caucasus as a whole, Armenian-
Azerbaijani relations, and everything
related to Karabakh.”

“So, as agreed, we will discuss
all these issues in detail,” added
Putin.

In his opening remarks at the
bilateral meeting with Putin, Pashinyan

again said that the closure of the Lachin
corridor runs counter to the Russian-
brokered agreement that stopped the
2020 Armenian-Azerbaijani war in
Karabakh.

“At the moment, the most impor-
tant issue is the crisis in the Lachin
corridor. You know that it has been
blocked for almost 20 days,” the Prime
Minister said.

“I want to remind you that, ac-
cording to the tripartite statement of
the president of the Russian Federa-
tion, the president of Azerbaijan and
the prime minister of Armenia, the
Lachin corridor should be under the
control of Russian peacekeepers and
Azerbaijan guaranteed the unimpeded
passage of passengers, cargo and
people along the Lachin corridor,” he
said.

“Now it turns out that the Lachin
corridor is not under the control of
Russian peacekeepers,” complained
Pashinyan. “Of course, [ would like to
discuss this situation, what options
there are.”

French Political Leaders Call on Macron to
Do Everything Possible to Guarantee the
Security of Armenians in Artsakh

PARIS -- Eleven French law-
makers and political leaders have signed
a transpartisan letter urging President
Emmanuel Macron to intervene to ‘pre-
vent irreparable damage’ and ensure
the safety of Armenians in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Inaletter published by Le Monde,
the politicians note that Since Decem-
ber 12, Azerbaijan has been occupying
the Lachin corridor, the only route to
the outside world for the Armenian
population of Artsakh/Nagorno-
Karabakh, creating the threat of a ma-
jor humanitarian disaster. About
120,000 people, including 30,000 chil-
dren, have been deprived of resources,
including food and medical supplies.

For three days, Azerbaijan also cut off
the gas supply, leaving people without
heating, in freezing temperatures.
“This event marks a further es-
calation of the aggression perpetrated
by Azerbaijan against Armenians, both
citizens of Nagorno-Karabakh and the
Republic of Armenia, since September
2020; in total violation of international
law, the Geneva Conventions and the
negotiations within the framework of
the Minsk Group of the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Eu-
rope (OSCE), which provide for a
peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh issue,” they note.

Continued onpage3

Thousands Rally In Karabakh

STEPANAKERT -- Thousands
of people rallied in Stepanakert on
December 25 to demand that Azerbaijan
unblock the sole road connecting
Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia.

Karabakh’s political leaders, who
organized the rally, struck a defiant
note as they addressed the crowd that
gathered in the city’s central square on
the 14th day of the road blockade that
has led to serious shortages of food,
medicines, and other basic goods in
the Armenian-populated region.

They appealed to the international
community for urgent intervention in
the face of what they see as Azerbaijani
efforts to drive Karabakh Armenians
out of their homeland.

Ruben Vardaniyan, Karabakh’s
State Minister (premier minister), said
the local population has been left with

three options.

“First, we submit and sooner or
later integrate into Azerbaijan,”
Vardanian said in a speech. “Second,
we get out of here. Third, we fight.”

“I made my decision on Septem-
ber 2,” he said, referring to the date of
his relocation from Armenia to
Karabakh. “I’m here, I’'m fighting, and
I’m not going to leave or obey
Azerbaijan’s conditions.”

People of Artsakh Issue an Ap-
peal to World-Spread Armenians and
the International Community

Since December 12, Artsakh has
been under complete blockade, more
than 120,000 people, including about
30,000 children, have found them-

Continued on page4

Funding for Armenia and Artsakh
in the Omnibus Spending Bill Secured

WASHINGTON, DC - Congres-
sional Caucus on Armenian Issues Co-
Chair Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr.
(NJ-06), Jackie Speier (CA-14), David
Valadao (CA-21), and Adam B. Schiff
(CA-28) announced the inclusion ofan
unprecedented $60 million in economic
assistance for Armenia and $2 million
for demining activities in Artsakh in
the Consolidated Appropriations Act
spending bill for Fiscal Year 2023.
This welcomed news comes after the
Caucus Co-Chairs and 60 Members of
Congress senta letter in April, request-
ing the Appropriations Subcommittee
on State, Foreign Operations, and Re-
lated Programs include robust aid for
Armenia and Artsakh in the bill.

The funding will help Armenia
bolster its economic development, pri-
vate sector productivity, energy inde-
pendence, and democratic and rule of
law reforms. The bill also includes
funding for demining activities that
will help clear some of the dangerous
mines and unexploded ordinances on
civilian lands in Artsakh. Additionally,
the bill includes language requiring the

State Department and USAID to de-
velop an assistance strategy by identi-
fying resources and programs avail-
able to address humanitarian and re-
covery needs from the deadly 2020
war provoked by Azerbaijan in Artsakh.

“The significant economic sup-
port for Armenia and Artsakh included
in the Fiscal Year 2023 funding bill
demonstrates a firm commitment from
Congress to the Armenian people. We
are pleased with the strong commit-
ment the Appropriations Committee
has made to the U.S.-Armeniarelation-
ship, and especially thank Appropria-
tions State and Foreign Relations Sub-
committee Chairwoman Barbara Lee
(CA-13) and others on the Committee
for their work on this bill. This funding
will go a long way in helping Armenia
to build upon the significant demo-
cratic reforms it is currently enacting
and help it grow into a strong regional
economic partner for the United
States,” the lawmakers said.

“We also welcome the inclusion

Continued on page4
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Armenia Dismisses Russian Criticism
Over Canceled Talks With Azerbaijan

YEREVAN -- Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan has dismissed
criticism from Russian counterpart
Sergei Lavrov over canceled talks with
Azerbaijan, insisting that the Russian
side was duly informed about his re-
quest for the postponement of a trilat-
eral meeting of foreign ministers ear-
lier this week.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
announced on December 22 that
Mirzoyan “postponed” the talks with
Lavrov and Azerbaijani Foreign Minis-
ter Ceyhun Bayramov, slated for De-
cember 23, because his top priority
now was to help reopen the Lachin
Corridor, only road connecting
Nagorno Karabakh with Armenia.

At a joint news conference with
Bayramov in Moscow on December
23, Lavrov expressed his “surprise”
over the fact that they learned about
Armenia’s refusal to come for the
talks from a statement by the Arme-
nian Foreign Ministry’s press service.

Lavrov said that Russian peace-
keepers who are deployed in Nagorno-
Karabakh and along the Lachin Corri-
dor under the terms of the 2020 cease-
fire are “working literally hourly to
resolve the situation.”

In an interview with RFE/RL’s
Armenian Service on December 24,
Mirzoyan expressed surprise over the
reaction of the Russian side.

“I also express my surprise at the
surprise of my esteemed colleague
Sergei Lavrov,” Mirzoyan said.

“Taking into account the humani-
tarian crisis caused by Azerbaijan’s
illegal blockade of the Lachin Corri-
dor, the request of the Armenian side
for a postponement of the meeting
between me and the foreign ministers
of Russia and Azerbaijan scheduled in
Moscow was forwarded by the Arme-
nian Foreign Ministry and the Arme-
nian Embassy in Russia to both repre-
sentatives of the central apparatus of
the Russian Foreign Ministry and the
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Armenia Ranks 48th in World
Social Progress Index 2022

embassy of the Russian Federation in
Armenia,” Mirzoyan said.

“Otherwise, itis inexplicable how
the Russian Foreign Ministry could
announce the nondeparture of the Ar-
menian side to Moscow in its press
release much earlier than the Arme-
nian Foreign Ministry would have time
to announce about it and the reasons
for it,” he added.

“As we have stated many times,
the Armenian side did not undertake
such a commitment either under the
November 9, 2020, trilateral state-
ment or in any other way. There is no
agreement other than that written,
signed, and published,” Mirzoyan said.

“We deem that by talking about
such fictitious agreements the foreign
minister of Azerbaijan is trying to jus-
tify his country’s continuous and gross
violations of the provisions of the No-
vember 9, 2020, statement.

“At the same time, I consider it
necessary to remind that Armenia has
repeatedly proposed the withdrawal
of troops and the deployment of the
armed forces of Armenia and
Azerbaijan along what was the admin-
istrative border between the Armenian
and Azerbaijani Soviet Socialist re-
publics,” the Armenian minister con-
cluded.

The European Court of Human Rights
Rules Against Azerbaijan for Karabakh
Road Closure

STRASBOURG — The European
Court of Human Rights has granted
Armenia’s request and indicated in-
terim measures to Azerbaijan, the Of-
fice of Armenia’s Representative on
International Legal Issues informs.

The Court obliged the Govern-
ment of Azerbaijan, under Rule 39 of the
Rules of Court, to take all measures that
are within their jurisdiction to ensure
safe passage through the Lachin Corri-
dor of seriously ill persons in need of
medical treatment in Armenia and others
who were stranded on the road without
shelter or means of subsistence.

On Wednesday, Armenia in-
formed the Court about the blockade
of the Berdzor (Lachin) Corridor by
Azerbaijan and the violation of the
rights of the Artsakh people.

In their request for interim mea-
sures, initially submitted on 14 De-
cember 2022, the Armenian Govern-
ment alleged that since 12 December
fake Azerbaijani “environmental activ-

ists” had blocked all traffic on the
motorway in the Lachin district,
thereby preventing seriously ill Arme-
nians in Nagorno-Karabakh from trav-
elling to Armenia for much-needed
hospital care, stranding other people
on the road in freezing winter condi-
tions and cutting off supplies of food
and other necessities.

Azerbaijan had also cut off gas
supplies to Nagorno-Karabakh, forc-
ing schools to close. The gas supply
was restored on 19 December 2022.

At the same time, Armenia re-
quested ECtHR to indicate interim
measures against Azerbaijan and obli-
gate Azerbaijan tounblock the Berdzor
(Lachin) Corridor.

The European Court of Human
Rights had given Azerbaijan time until
16:00 CET on Monday, December 19,
to respond to Armenia’s request for
interim measures. The court said it
would make a final decision after the
response.
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YEREVAN -- Armeniaranks 48th
out of 169 countries in the Social
Progress Index 2022 having scored
74.8 points out of 100.

Of the countries in the region,
Georgia ranks 50th, Turkey 88th, Iran
102nd and Azerbaijan 103rd.

As for former Soviet republics,
Russia ranks 59th, Belarus 61st,
Ukraine 52nd, Kazakhstan 65th,
Kyrgyzstan 83rd, Turkmenistan 118th
and Uzbekistan 91st.

Leading the ranking of the 2022

Social Progress Index is Norway with
atotal index score 0f 90.74. Two other
Nordic countries, Denmark and Fin-
land, are second and third in the rank-
ing.

The 2022 Social Progress Index
ranks 169 countries on social progress.
It combines 60 social and environmen-
tal outcome indicators to calculate an
overall score for these countries, based
on tiered levels of scoring that include
measures in health, safety, education,
technology, rights, and more.

Armenia Celebrates Success at The
International Property Awards

Armenia
Artlfe
by Renshin LLC

e
R

LONDON — Armenia based
project has won a prize at the presti-
gious 2022-23 International Property
Awards (IPAs) in London with a suc-
cess in several categories.

Renshin, a leading urban devel-
opment and investments company,
received an award for Best Mixed-Use
Architecture Armenia for their ArtLife
project, a luxury residence and enter-
tainment complex under development
in Yerevan.

The project also has earned a
high rating of “Five Stars” in three
categories and has been announced as
nominee in Best Mixed-Use Develop-
ment Europe.

Around 100 professionals in-
volved in the international jury chaired
by the members of the House of Lords
of'the United Kingdom Lord Caithness,
Lord Best and Lord Waverley evalu-
ated the projects on such criteria as
design, quality, innovation, level of
service, uniqueness and compliance
with the norms of sustainable archi-
tecture.

The design vision of ArtLife was
to be based: to take stylistic cues and
visual inspiration from cities such as

Milan and Paris that paved the way for
fashion, art and the bohemian way of
living—all of which were inherently
important qualities to bringing the sem-
blance of luxury lifestyle to Yerevan.

The jury gave high quality to the
project as a luxury residence and en-
tertainment complex presented from
Armenia for the first time, especially
emphasizing its conceptuality and the
availability of solutions meeting the
international standards.

“Itis a great honor for us that our
project ArtLife is recognized as the
winner, and the urban development
projects of Armenia are presented in
the international arena. We continu-
ously study the gaps and the demand
existing in the Armenian market and
try to create conceptual projects that
will directly contribute to increasing
the attractiveness of Armenia and the
sector development. Our team has been
actively involved in shaping the
country’s real estate market, striving
for international standards, economic
development programs and enhancing
investment attractiveness”, — said
Levon Kasparov, the Chief Operating
Officer of Renshin.
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Mayors of Paris, Lyon and Marseille
Call on French Government and EU
to Impose Sanctions on Azerbaijan

Lyon Mayor Grégory Doucet, Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo,

Marseille Mayor Benoit Payan

PARIS (Armradio) -- The May-
ors of the three largest French cities —
Paris, Lyon and Marseille—have called
on the French Government and the
European Union to impose sanctions
against Azerbaijan. The Mayors made
the appeal in ajoint article published by
Libération newspaper.

The Mayors note that the Repub-
lic of Artsakh has become a victim of
blockade imposed by Bakuregime, and
the belligerent policy gained new
strength on December 12, when the
only road connecting Artsakh to Arme-
nia was blocked upon the instruction
of official Baku.

Apart from that, Azerbaijan had
also closed the gas supply to Nagorno
Karabakh, “thus testifying to its will to
suffocate this small besieged republic
of the South Caucasus.”

“However, the consolidation of
Western governments, and in particular
the position of the French government,
prompted Baku to resume gas supplies
and thus fortunately avoid worsening the
situation in cold winter,” they note.

“The situation, however, remains
unacceptable, and France cannot toler-
ate the constant threat to the 120,000
Armenians living in the Artsakh Repub-
lic (part of whose territories have been
occupied by Azerbaijan). France can-
not leave them to the whims of dictator
Ilham Aliyev, who has been encourag-
ing Armenophobic policies for two
decades,” the Mayors say.

Reminding that the French Sen-
ate and the National Assembly recently
called on the French government to
take practical measures, the Mayor call
on the President of the Republic of

France to officially meet the elected
representatives of the Republic of
Artsakh.

“In parallel with that, we call for
unconditional condemnation of the Baku
regime, which has announced through
the lips of its Foreign Minister that
Azerbaijan will not negotiate anything
else on the Nagorno-Karabakh issue,
in violation of its own international
commitments, particularly within the
framework of November 9, 2020 state-
ment,” the official note.

They also request to initiate a
European policy of sanctions against
Azerbaijan, such as thatadopted against
Russia, starting, for example, by freez-
ing the assets of Azerbaijani leaders
and oligarchs.”

The Mayors also request that
France participate in the reopening of
the Stepanakert airport, noting that
this air bridge will reduce the effects
of the blockade and ease the lives of
thousands of civilians “whose only sin
is the will to live in their own land.”

Finally, they request that France
and the European Union show great
foresight when concluding coopera-
tion and trade agreements with
Azerbaijan.

“Ursula Van der Leyen’s initia-
tive to get gas supply from Baku is
more than disturbing to us. It is wor-
rying that the financing of the conflict
against the Republic of Artsakh is not
condemned and strongly opposed by
our leaders, that the peaceful victims
of armed conflicts, in this case Arme-
nians, elsewhere Ukrainians or
Yemenis, are sacrificed on the altar of
realpolitik,” they conclude.

Armenian National Interests Fund facilitates
$214 million investment in Armenia

One of the 2 major investment
projects of strategic importance, Fly
Arna Armenian National Airlines, a
joint project of ANIF and Air Arabia,
has started operating flights since July
2022, the Armenian National Interest
FUND (ANIF) said today in a press
release that reviews its operations over
the past three years.

During this short period, the air-
line is already flying to 5 destinations.
Next year the geography of flights is
planned to expand, including to the
European direction.

Preparations are underway for
the construction of the “Ayg-1" 200
MW photovoltaic station, a joint project
by ANIF and Masdar.

The environmental impact assess-
ment (EIA) for the construction has
been underway this year and will be
completed in the near future. A tender
for the construction of the station is

expected to be announced after the
EIA process is completed.

ANIF’s subsidiary, “Entrepreneur
+ State” Investment Fund is currently
implementing a total of seven invest-
ment projects. One of the projects,
Hard Rock Cafe Yerevan, launched in
July 2022 jointly with Food Republic,
already became one of the favorite
dining places for locals and tourists.

Two more new projects in the
field of agriculture were launched this
year. These joint projects with “Eco
Fresh Mushrooms” and “K&G” com-
panies will result in the expansion of
export markets for high-quality Arme-
nian agricultural products, namely —
mushrooms and strawberries.

All joint projects and partners of
ANIF submitted and paid taxes and
state duties of about 470 million drams
in total for the 3-12 months of their
activity from the beginning of the co-
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French Political Leaders Call on Macron

Continued from page 1

“There is every reason to believe
that Azerbaijan will not stop there and
will use every opportunity to continue
its destabilization and harassment of
the Armenian populations of Nagorno-
Karabakh and the Republic of Arme-
nia, with the stated aim of ethnic cleans-
ing,” the letter continues.

“Attested war crimes, promotion
of ethnic hatred, destruction of the
Armenian cultural heritage, attack on
Armeniain September 2022 and illegal
occupation since then of a part of its
sovereign territory, and repeated acts
of violence against civilian popula-
tions: the actions of Azerbaijan are
inadmissible, and would lead France to
intervene anywhere and under any cir-
cumstances. Moreover, it is a threat to
a friendly people, “Armenia, our val-
iantlittle ally,” in the words of Georges
Clemenceau (1841-1929),” the politi-
cians say.

They remind that Armenians and
France are linked by centuries of cul-
tural, political and economic ties. Ar-
menians and France are linked by the
trade routes to Asia and the Middle
East, and by the development of textile
industries, the first café in Paris, the
Suez Canal, the growing of madder
and apricots, and the accordions at
French balls.

Armenians and France are linked
by the Armenian Legion that fought
under our flag during the Great War,
and the sacrifice of Missak Manouchian
(1906-1944), the hero of the Resis-
tance who refused to allow barbarism
to be repeated. “Finally, we are linked
by the memory of our greatest literary
figures, from Corneille to Nerval, Sand
to Lamartine, Victor Hugo to Charles
Péguy, and Romain Rolland to Max
Jacob and Aragon.”

“There are fundamental values,
there are unbreakable principles that
unite us and make us a nation. The
great and beautiful nation of France.
For the sake of these values and prin-
ciples, which were born from the Dec-
laration of the Rights of Man and
Citizen, for the sake of the unbreakable
ties that bind us to the Armenian people,
the Senate unanimously, except for
one vote, and the National Assembly
unanimously adopted resolutions this
November in support of Armenia,
which is a victim of partial military
occupation and incessant attacks,” the
politicians say.

In line with the democratic will
of the National Assembly and the Sen-
ate, they ask the President of the Re-
public to do everything possible to
ensure the lasting security of the Ar-
menians of Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh
and the Republic of Armenia. Given
that Azerbaijan has announced that it
refuses any international negotiations
on the Artsakh issue, the deputies and

senators, appeal to Macron to inter-
vene immediately to prevent the ir-
reparable by taking the following mea-
sures:

Condemn Azerbaijan for viola-
tion of international law, occupation of
a part of the territory of the Republic
of Armenia and war crimes,

Plan a humanitarian presence in
Artsakh and provide immediate eco-
nomic assistance to Armenia.

Meet the representatives of
Artsakh,

Mediate with partners in the EU
and the United States so that they take
the same steps, and establish joint
economic and political sanctions
against Azerbaijan,

Mediate with partners in the EU
and the United States to ensure the
relaunching of the Stepanakert airport
and ensure the safety of air communi-
cation with Artsakh,

Submit a claim to the Interna-
tional Criminal Court with the prospect
ofthe UN Security Council sending an
international peacekeeping force.

“Mr. President, today you are in a
position to prevent history from repeat-
ingitselfand correct one of'its injustices.
You can prove today to the League of
Nations that France is great and true to
world values, to its own moral duty and
honor. Mr. President, you can finally
prove to all our compatriots that France
is free, that it can get rid of short-sighted
political or economic strategies to pro-
tect its humanistic ideals, which are the
foundation of our Nation,” the lawmak-
ers emphasize.

The letter was signed by:

Eric Ciotti, President of the
French Republican Party

Olivier Faure, General Secretary
of the Socialist Party of France, Mem-
ber of the French National Assembly

Hervé Marseille, President of the
United Democrats and Independents
Party of France, President of the Inde-
pendents faction in the Senate

Fabien Roussel, General Secre-
tary of the French Communist Party

Christian Cambon, President of
the Standing Committee on Foreign
Affairs, Defense and Armed Forces of
the French Senate

Bruno Retailleau, President of the
“Republicans” faction of the French
Senate and the Senate’s international
awareness group on Nagorno-Karabakh

Eliane Assassi, President of the
Communist faction of the French Senate

Guillaume Gontard, President of
the Environmental Protection, Solidar-
ity and Territorial Administration fac-
tion of the French Senate

Patrick Kanner, President of the
Socialist and Environmental Republi-
can faction of the French Senate

Gilbert-Luc Devinaz, President
of the “France-Armenia” friendship
group of the French Senate

Pierre Ouzoulias, Senator

operation until the end of the third
quarter of 2022.

All projects together contributed
to the creation and maintenance of
around 800 jobs in 2021-2022.

Asaresult of the three-year activity
of ANIF, atotal of214 million dollars was
invested in various sectors of the Arme-
nian economy, 91% of which was in-

vested by the partners, and 9% by ANIF.

At the end of this year ANIF’s
ARFI(Armenia Financed) crowdfunding
platform was launched, which will pro-
vide an opportunity to attract invest-
ments from all over the world in private
businesses and start-up projects in Ar-
menia. Several new projects are under-
way to be launched next year.
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International Ecumenical Groups
Stand in Support of Artsakh
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World Council
of Churches

Asthe blockade of Artsakh con-
tinues, two major ecumenical groups
have issued statements strongly sup-
porting Artsakh and Armenia in this
time of crisis.

Thanks to the efforts of Arch-
bishop Vicken Aykazian, Diocesan
Legate and Ecumenical Director of
the Eastern Diocese of the Armenian
Church of America, two major ecu-
menical organizations have decried
the cruelties inflicted against Artsakh
and Armenia.

“By its actions in obstructing
the humanitarian Lachin corridor,
and by temporarily cutting gas sup-
plies to the region just at the onset of
winter, Azerbaijan is deliberately
creating a humanitarian emergency
for the 120,000 ethnic Armenian resi-
dents of Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh,
seeking to force Armenia into ac-
cepting a settlement on Azerbaijan’s
terms, and trying to terrorize ethnic
Armenians into abandoning their an-
cient homeland,” wrote the World
Council of Churches in a letter to the
European Union. “In these circum-
stances, Armenian fears of renewed
genocide against them cannot be dis-
counted.”

A communiqué from the U.S.-
based National Council of Churches
said: “We stand with the Armenian
Church, and add our voices to those
of the World Council of Churches,
Pope Francis, and the Conference of

European Churches. We call on the
United States and its international
allies to immediately pressure
Azerbaijan to lift its unjust blockade
and to allow food, medical supplies,
and other essential resources to flow
unimpeded.”

Below, read the full texts of the
letters from the World Council of
Churches and the National Council
of Churches. And please feel free to
share these statements with others
in the surrounding community:

Letter of the World Council of
Churches addressed to High Repre-
sentative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy European Union

The World Council of Churches
and the Conference of European
Churches denounces the blockade
by Azerbaijan of Artsakh/Nagorno-
Karabakh, as a violation of the tri-
partite agreement that ended the six-
week war of 2020, of international
humanitarian and human rights law,
and of the most fundamental moral
principles. By its actions in obstruct-
ing the humanitarian Lachin corri-
dor, and by temporarily cutting gas
supplies to the region just at the
onset of winter, Azerbaijan is delib-
erately creating a humanitarian emer-
gency for the 120,000 ethnic Arme-
nian residents of Artsakh/Nagorno-
Karabakh, seeking to force Armenia
into accepting a settlement on
Azerbaijan’s terms, and trying to

Funding for Armenia and Artsakh

Continued from page 1

of demining funding for Artsakh and
the language requiring the Administra-
tion to develop an assistance strategy
to address the ongoing humanitarian
needs relating to the 2020 war. But
more must be done to help the people
of Armenia and Artsakh in their time of
need, especially as Azerbaijan contin-
ues its illegal blockade of the Lachin
Corridor that is preventing the trans-
portation of vital food, energy, medi-
cal supplies, and other essential good
from going through, while also re-
stricting civilian freedom of move-
ment. Holding Azerbaijan accountable
for their aggressions and destabilizing
actions in the region is the only way to
protect the people of Artsakh from this
man-made humanitarian disaster and
find a lasting settlement for this con-
flict. We will continue to explore every
action possible to halt any further fund-
ing to the corrupt Aliyev regime and
bring them back to the negotiating

table through the OSCE Minsk Group
and other multilateral processes,” the
lawmakers concluded.

In September 2020, Azerbaijan,
actively aided by Turkey and foreign
mercenaries, initiated a deadly inva-
sion of Artsakh that led to six weeks of
devastating fighting that killed more
than 5,000 people and forced more
than 100,000 ethnic Armenians to flee
theirhomes. Artsakh and Armenia con-
tinue to grapple with an ongoing hu-
manitarian crisis that resulted from the
invasion.

Azerbaijan continues to provoca-
tively station troops in Armenian terri-
tory while falsely declaring the land as
its own and illegally holding ethnic
Armenians as detainees and prisoners
of war in contravention of interna-
tional human rights law. It has also
weaponized civilian infrastructure like
the Lachin Corridor and natural gas
pipes connecting Armenia and Artsakh
to intimidate Artsakh and fabricate a
humanitarian crisis that threatens the
120,000 people who live there.

terrorize ethnic Armenians into aban-
doning their ancient homeland.

This follows a clear pattern of
behavior by Azerbaijan that contra-
dicts any claims of goodwill and
humanitarian responsibility on its
part. Increasing Azerbaijani attacks
on sovereign Armenian territory
prompted the UN Security Council
to call an emergency meeting on 15
September 2022. Growing evidence
of gross violations of human rights
against Armenians by Azerbaijan’s
military and security forces com-
pelled Human Rights Watch to ac-
cuse Baku of war crimes. Account-
ability for such crimes and viola-
tions has not been pursued. More-
over, Armenian religious and cul-
tural heritage in the region remain
largely unmonitored, unprotected
and at risk.

In these circumstances, Arme-
nian fears of renewed genocide against
them cannot be discounted, and the
already week-long blockade of
Artsakh/Nagorno-Karabakh is a con-
text in which those fears are greatly
and understandably exacerbated.

We therefore write to urge you
to pursue all possible diplomatic ini-
tiatives to ensure that Azerbaijan re-
opens the Lachin corridor and pro-
vides appropriate guarantees that it
will remain open. Further, we appeal
to you to do all in your power to
secure extension of the mandate of
the existing EU monitoring mission
at the Armenia-Azerbaijan border to
include the Lachin corridor, in order
to provide independent civilian moni-
toring of the situation along the cor-
ridor.

We look forward to your re-
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sponse, and to your swift action to
address these urgent humanitarian
and human rights concerns.

Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca

Acting General Secretary World
Council of Churches

Dr Jorgen Skov Serensen

General Secretary Conference
of European Churches

19 December 2022

Communiqué of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the
USA

Deuteronomy 10:17-18: For the
LORD your God is God of gods and
Lord of lords, the great God, mighty
and awesome, who is not partial and
takes no bribe, who executes justice
for the orphan and the widow, and
who loves the strangers, providing
them food and clothing.

The National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the USA
strongly condemns the actions by
Azerbaijan that have cut off civilians
in need in Artsakh/Nagorno-
Karabakh. In a season where we
celebrate the birth of Jesus in a cold
stable, it is particularly horrific that
civilians are being cut off in the
middle of winter.

We stand with the Armenian
Church and add our voices to those
of the World Council of Churches,
Pope Francis, and the Conference of
European Churches. We call on the
United States and its international
allies to immediately pressure
Azerbaijan to lift its unjust blockade
and to allow food, medical supplies,
and other essential resources to flow
unimpeded.

December 21, 2022

Thousands Rally In Karabakh

Continued from page 1

selves in a difficult situation, com-
pletely deprived of free movement and
many vital opportunities related to it.
Once again, the military-political lead-
ership of Azerbaijan grossly violates
the norms of international law and in
the obligations assumed by the tripar-
tite statement of November 9, 2020.

The uninterrupted functioning of
the land road between Artsakh and
Armenia cannot be a subject of any
negotiations and bargaining. Commu-
nication between Artsakh to the outer
world should be restored without pre-
conditions and immediately, and con-
ditions should be created to ensure its
further uninterrupted functioning.

The ethnic cleansing and dis-
criminatory policy implemented by
Azerbaijan against the Armenian people,
which has gained new momentum af-
ter the war imposed on us in the fall of
2020 and its disastrous consequences,
aims to depopulate the Armenian
Artsakh, in continuation of the 1915
genocide staged by Turkey in Western
Armenia,

In 1988, the popular will to live
free and independent in its historical
homeland directed our people to the
liberation struggle, as aresult of which
we have a sovereign state declared in
accordance with the norms of interna-
tional law and visible political, eco-
nomic and social achievements prov-
ing its viability.

Today, when the existence of the

Artsakh Republic, the dream of all
Armenians, is threatened, we, bowing
before the memory of the Armenians
who sacrificed their lives on the path
of our liberation struggle, renew our
vow to continue the work of our holy
martyrs and restore our dignity.

During the ongoing struggle, as
in previous years, we still need com-
prehensive support from the Mother-
land and all Armenians. In the past
years, Artsakh has been a symbol of
Armenian identity and dignity. Today,
when the second Armenian republic is
facing new challenges, Artsakh should
become the axis around which the
national potential should be united.
The future of the Republic of Artsakh
is a matter of national significance and
requires pan-Armenian consolidation
and solidarity.

The Republic of Artsakh will
continue to make efforts to strengthen
the security and defense capabilities of
its people, combining its own capabili-
ties and the capabilities of the Peace-
keeping Mission of the Russian Fed-
eration.

The Republic of Artsakh, as a
state guided by the supremacy of in-
ternational fundamental rights, will
continue to adhere to universal values
and be constructive. Expansive ambi-
tions and economic interests should
not dictate modern international rela-
tions. Artsakh is the point on the world
map from which, as in 1988, the for-
mation of the moral world order of the
21st century can begin.
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