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Pashinian Says No CSTO Drill In Armenia Amid Security Concern
Lachin Corridor Should Be Under the Control of Russian Peacekeeper

YEREVAN -- Armenia will not
host the Collective Security Treaty
Organization (CSTO) joint peacekeep-
ing exercises this year because holding
the exercises in the current situation is
inexpedient, Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan said during press con-
ference held in Yerevan on Tuesday.

“The Armenian Minister of De-
fense has already notified the CSTO
Joint Staff that we don’t consider
holding such exercises in Armenia in
this situation to be expedient. And that
exercises won’t take place in Armenia,
[at least] this year,” Pashinyan said
when asked to comment.

Pashinyan also said that Armenia
has not received an official offer to
join the Russia-Belarus Union State.

"There was not and could not
have been an official offer to join the
Union State, but the reality is not as
simple as it seems. Sometimes we
have to deeply consider not so much
the content of the issues, but their
subtext," Pashinyan said.

He added, however, that the sov-
ereignty, independence and statehood
of the Republic of Armenia are abso-
lute values. “We consider it our duty

and mission to do everything to ensure
the eternity of our state, fatherland and
statchood,” the PM said.

Addressing the Lachin corridor
crisis, Pashinyan said that Azerbaijan
aims at breaking the will of Armenians
to live on their native land.

"Azerbaijan has two goals: to
break the Nagorno-Karabakh Arme-
nians' will to live in their own country
and to draw Armenia into an even
greater provocation. We must react
thoughtfully and consistently. First,
we have to try to capitalize on the
international reaction to the blockade
of Nagorno-Karabakh by Azerbaijan,"
Pashinyan said .

He noted that Russia's position
and the actions of the Russian peace-
keeping contingent are very important.

"In a recent interview I said that
if it turns out that Russia is not ready
to fulfill its obligations (to ensure the
security of Armenians of Nagorno-
Karabakh and free travel along the
Lachin corridor) for objective or sub-
jectivereasons, it should itselfapply to
the UN Security Council for an inter-
national mandate or sending an inter-
national peacekeeping mission to

With the Lachin Corridor Closer Entering Second Month
Karabakh Bracing for Long Blockade

STEPANAKERT — Nagorno-
Karabakh is bracing itself for a long
blockade of the sole road connecting it
to Armenia because Azerbaijan has set
more conditions for unblocking the
Lachin Corridor, according to the au-
thorities in Stepanakert.

“They [Azerbaijan] want to con-
trol the road, which is unacceptable to
us,” Ruben Vardanyan, the Karabakh
State Minister, told News.am on Thurs-
day.

“The November 9 [2020] docu-
ment makes it very clear that we shall
have a free road through which we can
move freely without asking for
anyone’s permission,” he said, refer-
ring to the Russian-brokered agree-
ment that stopped a six-week Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani war.

The truce agreement placed the

Continued onpage3

Nagorno-Karabakh, which will ensure
its and its people's security," Pashinyan
said.

Asked what Armenia is doing in
this regard, the Prime Minister said:
“We consider that our toolkit should
be diplomatic, i.e. aimed at ensuring
maximal international pressure to reach
opening of the Lachin corridor.”

Hereminded that under point 6 of
the trilateral statement of November 9,
2020, Azerbaijan and Russia assumed
real responsibilities regarding the
Lachin corridor. “There is no mention
of the Republic of Armenia in point 6.
We consider that in this regard our
actions should be fully legitimate,” the
Prime Minister said.

He noted that in 2022 Armenia
provided an unprecedented assistance
to Artsakh amounting to more than
170 billion AMD. “We will continue to
provide assistance to our compatriots
in Nagrono Karabakh. You know that
a working group chaired by Deputy

Continued on page 2

Armenian Fund:
Immediate Efforts
Are Required for
Operating the
Stepanakert Airport

YEREVAN — The complete
blockade of the Nagorno-Karabakh
people by Azerbaijan, which started
back on 12 December 2022, in gross
violation of the regime set for the

Continued on page 2

Los Angeles Mayor, City Council President
Call on Biden to Help Artsakh, Take Action
Against Azeri Regime

LOS ANGELES — Los Angeles
Mayor Karen Bass and Los Angeles
City Council President Paul Krekorian
officially asked President Joe Biden to
help the people of Artsakh who are
now under blockade.

Inajointletter addressed to Presi-
dent Biden, Bass and Krekorian said:

“...Today 120,000 ethnically Ar-
menian men, women and children in
the democratic Republic of Artsakh
are facing a slow death by freezing,
starvation or lack of medical care.

This unfolding humanitarian ca-
tastrophe is the result of a deliberate
blockade instigated by Azerbaijan’s
dictator Aliyev, with the support of
Russian troops, who are essentially
holding the people of Artsakh hostage
by siege. Through this illegal block-
ade, these two dictatorships are seek-
ing to punish Artsakh and Armenia for
daring to promote democracy and sta-

bility in the region. Worse, in the ab-
sence of bold action by the United
States, the world may soon be wit-
nessing another Srebrenica or Sarajevo,
and ultimately the genocidal destruc-
tion of all Armenian presence in the
region.

Since December 12, Russian
“peacekeeper” troops who are charged
with maintaining the Lachin Corridor—
Artsakh’s only lifeline to Armenia and
the rest of the world — have allowed
Azerbaijan to blockade it, thereby cut-
ting off all access to food, fuel, medi-
cine and other humanitarian supplies.
Schools have been forced to close,
store shelves are empty, and hospitals
cannot obtain medical supplies or per-
form vital procedures.

The U.S. Representative to the
United Nations has called for the block-

Continued on page4
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FM Mirzoyan Briefs USAID’s
Samantha Power on Worsening
Humanitarian Situation in Artsakh
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YEREVAN --OnJanuary 6, For-
eign Minister of Armenia Ararat
Mirzoyan and the Administrator of the
U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID) Samantha Power had
a phone conversation.

During the phone conversation,
the Foreign Minister of Armenia briefed
the USAID Administrator on the dete-
riorating humanitarian situation due to
Azerbaijan’s blockade since Decem-
ber 12 of the only road connecting
Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia - the
Lachin Corridor. Minister Mirzoyan
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underlined that Azerbaijan's actions
are aimed at subjecting 120,000 Arme-
nians of Nagorno-Karabakh to ethnic
cleansing.

Emphasising that Azerbaijan fla-
grantly violates its commitments as-
sumed by the Trilateral Statement of
November 9, 2020, the Foreign Minis-
ter of Armenia highlighted the impor-
tance of precise efforts of the interna-
tional community aimed at restoration
of the Lachin Corridor’s regular op-
eration and prevention of the humani-
tarian crisis.

Philip Reeker Retires From His Role
as U.S. Secretary of State’s Advisor
on Caucasus Negotiations

WASHINGTON, DC — The US
State Department has announced the
retirement of Ambassador Philip Reeker
from his role as the senior advisor for
Caucasus negotiations, from the For-
eign Service, effective January 5th.

“For over thirty years, Ambassa-
dor Reeker has epitomized dedication
and service to the department and the
people of the United States of America,
including as assistant secretary of state
for European and Eurasian affairs and as
our chargé d’affaires at our embassy in
London,” State Department Spokesman
Ned Price said at a daily briefing.

“Ambassador Reeker’s work as
the senior advisor for Caucasus nego-
tiations accelerated engagement and
helped build a structured process to
bring peace to a troubled region. His
contribution reaffirms the importance
the United States places in helping
Armenia and Azerbaijan negotiate a
bilateral sustainable peace, as well as
our goal of supporting the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Georgia, as
lead of our delegation to the Geneva
International Discussions. Since the
beginning of Ambassador Reeker’s
appointment in August of last year, it
was always understood and expected
that he would serve in this position on
a short-term basis until the end of last
year,” Price said.

“Ambassador Reeker’s departure
in no way undermines the United
States” commitment to promoting a
secure, stable, democratic, prosper-
ous, and peaceful future for the South

T
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Caucasus region. The United States
continues to engage bilaterally with
likeminded partners, like the European
Union, and through international orga-
nizations, like the OSCE, to facilitate
direct dialogue between Azerbaijan and
Armenia and to find solutions to all
outstanding issues related to or result-
ing from the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict,” he added.

Asked whether the U.S. was plan-
ning to step up its efforts now that
Russian and Brussels mediating ef-
forts have gone nowhere Price said:
‘We have been routinely engaged, and
we will remain very much engaged,
with the parties bilaterally, trilaterally,
through the OSCE, through other part-
ners as well, to help bring about that
end state.

The Spokesman did not mention
any candidate to replace Reeker.

www.massispost.com
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Turkey Lifts Ban on Direct Air Cargo Trade
with Armenia

YEREVAN -- Turkey has lifted
the ban on direct air cargo transport
with Armenia, Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Vahan Hunanyan said in
a statement.

“The Turkish side notified us
today that the ban on direct air cargo
transport has been lifted. We’d like
to remind that conducting Armenia-
Turkey direct air cargo transport
was one of the agreements reached

at the 1 July 2022 meeting of the
special representatives [for normal-
ization].

"We expect that the other agree-
ment — ensuring the possibility of land
border crossing for citizens of third
countries — will also be swiftly real-
ized,” Hunanyan said.

Earlier on January 6 Turkish me-
dia reported that Armenia and Turkey
started direct air cargo trade.

Pashinian Says No CSTO Drill In Armenia

Continued from page 1

Prime Minister Tigran Khachatryan
has been set up to help manage the
humanitarian crisis. The issue was
also raised in the UN Security Council
and remains on the Council’s agenda,”
he said.

Nikol Pashinyan once again drew
attention to the fact that the peace-
keeping contingent of the Russian Fed-
eration should guarantee the normal
functioning of the Lachin corridor. It
is clearly formulated in the trilateral
statement.

While the Azerbaijani side has not
signed the document on the mandate
of the Russian peacekeepers, it has
been signed by the Defense Ministers
of Armenia and Russia, he noted.

“The Lachin corridor should be
under the control of the Russian peace-
keepers. This means no other subject
should exercise control of the corri-
dor. We expect this to be imple-
mented,” PM Pashinyan said.

Pashinyan welcomed Turkey’s
lifting of the ban on air cargo trade
with Armenia calling it a "commend-
able" step.

Immediate Efforts Are Required

Continued from page 1

Lachin corridor in the Trilateral State-
ment dated 9 November 2020, and
closing up the lifeline that links
Nagorno-Karabakh with Armenia and
the rest of the world, has posed a
serious existential threat for approxi-
mately 120,000 Armenians living there.
By doing so, Azerbaijan is at least
creating a ground for forced displace-
ment, thereby conducting a clear policy
of ethnic cleansing.

The population of Nagorno-
Karabakh remains hostage in the hands
of a country that, despite its aspiration
to be closer to Europe, is through such
actions rudely violating and neglecting
universal civilizational values.

The protracted blockade of the
Lachin corridor has led to a growing
humanitarian crisis that can turn into
a humanitarian catastrophe. The
shortage of essential commodities,
food, and medicines has become tan-
gible. In effect, the whole population
of Nagorno-Karabakh has been de-
prived of the right to freedom of
movement; thousands of people, in-
cluding children, are stranded during

the cold winter months, and many
families have been forced to split
finding themselves on different sides
of the blockade.

Azerbaijan must immediately dis-
continue the blockade of the Lachin
corridor and, in line with its commit-
ments, guarantee the free movement
ofthe Nagorno-Karabakh residents and
to secure vehicles and cargo traffic
along this lifeline.

We urge all advanced humanity
and the respective international orga-
nizations to make all efforts to prevent
apotential new genocide and to defend
all the fundamental rights of the
Nagorno-Karabakh population.

We urge the United Nations Sec-
retary General, other international or-
ganizations, and the concerned states
to make immediate efforts for operat-
ing the Stepanakert Airport and putting
inplace guarantees for delivering emer-
gency humanitarian aid to the Nagorno-
Karabakh population by air.

We reiterate the continued com-
mitment of the “Hayastan” All Arme-
nian Fund to its mission, which is
entirely based on universal values and
humanitarian principles.
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Lemkin Institute:
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The World Must Act Immediately to Prevent
a Second Armenian Genocide

Institute for
enocide Prevention

Home of the Iraqg Project

The Lemkin Institute for Geno-
cide Prevention published a report at
the end 0f 2022 to reflect on the events
of the past year that, in one way or
another, are related to genocide. The
report also includes Armenia and
Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh), particu-
larly the Azeri attacks on Armenia, the
Azeri ceasefire violations in Artsakh
and the Azeri blockade of Lachin Cor-
ridor.

“In 2022 the small Republic of
Armenia faced increasing threats to its
territorial integrity from neighboring
Azerbaijan and its ally, Turkey. On
September 13, in violation of the 2020
Tripartite Ceasefire Agreement that
ended the war in Nagorno-Karabakh,
the Azerbaijani military launched an
attack against several eastern Arme-
nian towns, committing horrific atroci-
ties against Armenian soldiers that were
filmed and shared widely on Azeri
social media. These atrocities, and their
dissemination, followed patterns from
the 2020 war, when Azerbaijan sought
to take over the ethnic Armenian en-
clave of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh).
Although the external world acted
quickly to end Azerbaijani aggression
in September, Azerbaijan still occupies
140km of sovereign Armenian terri-
tory as well as important parts of
Artsakh, including the city of Shushi.
Since December 12 it has also block-
aded the only road linking Artsakh to
the outside world, causing a humani-
tarian crisis that may quickly become
acatastrophe. The regime of Azerbaijani
President IlTham Aliyev openly pro-
motes violent anti-Armenianism at
home, celebrating war crimes while
representing itselfas a bastion of toler-
ance to the outside world. Russia’s
war of aggression in Ukraine has
emboldened Turkey and Azerbaijan to
aggressively push for a land corridor
(the ‘Zangezur’ corridor) linking the
two countries through the Armenian
province of Syunik. They openly
threaten the Armenian state with war,
occupation, and genocide. While sev-
eral organizations, including the Lemkin
Institute, have called attention to the

threat of genocide from Azerbaijan and
Turkey, powerful states as well as the
European Union, NATO and other bod-
ies, continue to offer explicit support
for these regimes.

Since the signing of the Tripartite
Ceasefire Agreement of November
2020 that put an end to the 44 days
war, Azerbaijan has systematically
breached its ceasefire obligations. In
violation of international law and of the
ceasefire agreement, it has refused to
return Armenian prisoners of war
(POWSs). As of July 2022 the regime in
Baku still held in captivity 3 civilians
and 35 POWs and subjected them to
expedited and illegal criminal trials. On
almost a daily basis Azerbaijan has
opened fire against Armenian positions
both in Armenia and Artsakh, creating
a situation of constant terror and un-
certainty due to the immanent threat
that the conflict will escalate, which
finally occurred on September 13,
2022. The humanitarian crisis in the
region reached another level of con-
cern when Azeris claiming to be envi-
ronmentalists blocked the Lachin Cor-
ridor, the only road communicating
the 120,000 Armenians of Artsakh to
Armenia proper. The first blockade
took place on December 3rd and lasted
for a few hours. The second blockade
started on December 12 and has in-
creased the humanitarian crisis in
Artsakh by isolating the entire Arme-
nian population of the region and com-
pletely blocking its land access to
food, medicine, and basic human
needs. Although Azerbaijan restored
the gas supply to Artsakh a few days
after the December 12th blockade,
the road from Stepanakert to Goris
still remains closed at the time of
publication of this report. Azerbaijan
is ranked as one of the least free
countries in the world by Freedom
House. In the past years, it has stepped
up its persecution of journalists, hu-
man rights workers, ethnic minori-
ties, and civil society, using domestic
as well as transnational repression to
quash dissent,” The Lemkin Institute
said in the report.

Karabakh Bracing for Long Blockade

Continued from page 1

Lachin corridor under the control of
Russian peacekeeping forces and com-
mitted Baku to guaranteeing free and
safe traffic through it.

A section of the vital road used

for supplying Karabakh with food and
other essential items was blocked on
December 12 by government-backed
Azerbaijani protesters.

Vardanyan stressed that the
Karabakh Armenians will not bow to
the Azerbaijani pressure despite in-
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Deployment of Sevan Particle Detector
to Germany
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ZEUTHEN,, GERMANY — Dur-
ing the October 21- November 5, 2022
visit to the DESY research center in
Zeuthen, Germany, Armenian scien-
tists from the Cosmic Ray Division
(CRD), Yerevan Physics Institute re-
assembled the SEVAN (Space Envi-
ronment Viewing and Analysis Net-
work) detector. They prepared the
Armenian designed instrument for in-
stallation at Zugspitze Mountain in the
Bavarian Alps, the highest summit of
Germany. Modification of SEVAN, the
so-called SEVAN-light instrument, is
supported by new electronics, which
was tuned and tested during the visit.
New electronics will allow not only
count rates of electrons, gamma rays,
muons, and neutrons to be measured
but also their energy spectra. Cur-
rently SEVAN is operated in the ex-
perimental hall on the first floor of the
main building in Zeuthen, waiting to
measure changes in the energy spectra
during Forbush Decreases (FDs, a
significant depletion of the particle
flux due to fierce solar bursts). Also,
the high-voltages and energy thresh-
olds of the 3 channels of the SEVAN
detector currently located at DESY,
Hamburg, were fine-tuned.

Many species of elementary par-
ticles are created in the terrestrial at-
mosphere by high-energy protons and
fully-stripped nuclei accelerated by
galactic and extragalactic sources and
by the sun. The sun is a tremendously
variable object, capable of modulating
the fluxes of the Galactic cosmic rays
and sending intense fluxes of Solar
Cosmic Rays in the earth’s direction.
Because of the sun’s proximity, the

effects of the changing fluxes can
have a major influence on the earth,
including climate, safety, and other
areas. SEVAN carefully detects these
fluxes, recovers energy spectra, and
issues alerts on dangerous conse-
quences of space and terrestrial
weather, as well as on radiation doses
and very strong electric fields, which
occur periodically during thunder-
storms. Solar, Astroparticle, and At-
mospheric physics are synergistically
connected and need to exchange data
for the explanation of particle bursts
and for revealing the influence of solar
flares, violent explosions in the galaxy
and beyond, as well as the influence of
the atmospheric electric fields on the
fluxes of secondary cosmic rays reg-
istered on the earth’s surface.

The SEVAN network aims to
improve fundamental research on par-
ticle acceleration in the vicinity of the
sun, space weather effects, high-en-
ergy physics in the atmosphere, and
lightning physics. SEVAN units mea-
sure fluxes of most species of second-
ary cosmic rays, thus being a powerful
integrated device for the exploration of
solar and atmospheric modulation ef-
fects. The SEVAN modules are oper-
ating at the Aragats Space Environ-
mental Center (ASEC) in Armenia,
Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic,
Germany, and Slovakia. The synergy
ofall areas of high-energy physics will
open new areas of research for better
understanding and developing physics
of'the geo-space. Geophysical research
is becoming more and more important
in the coming decades of rapidly rising
natural disasters.

creasingly struggling with shortages
of food, medicine and other essential
items.

“We will endure,” he said. “We
are somehow solving the issue of medi-
cines. It’s not that we are going to die
of hunger, but the conditions are very
difficult. This situation can continue
for a long time. We are preparing for
that.”

Faced with the deepening food
shortages, the Karabakh authorities
decided earlier this week to supply
local stores with cooking oil, sugar,
rice and salt from their strategic re-
serves. Vardanyan stressed the impor-
tance of “evenly distributing” these
foodstuffs when he met with officials
in Stepanakert. He praised Karabakh

retailers on Thursday for making sure
that a single person cannot buy more
than one kilogram of each of these
products.

Vardanyan also rejected criticism
of the Russian peacekeepers, saying
that “they are doing as much as they
can.”

“The people who criticize the
presence of Russian peacekeepers in
Artsakh do not understand that they
are consciously orunconsciously help-
ing Azerbaijan because they say the
same thing: that Russian peacekeepers
should leave,” he told News.am. “By
not offering any solution, they are
simply helping to destroy the very
important unity that exists in Artsakh.”



Toys Bring Joy to Children in Armenia

Displaced children from Artsakh,
currently residing in Armenia, along
with children who lost a parent due to
Azerbaijani aggression, received Christ-
mas gifts on Dec. 25 which were
collected through the Toy Drive orga-
nized by the Armenian Council of
America (ACA).

A Christmas program was con-
ducted by the Aragatsotn province
governorate, featuring local children
performing dances, singing songs and
reciting poetry to lift the spirits of the
children and families of fallen soldiers.

“It is hard to fathom the pain and
trauma experienced by these children
who lost their fathers and their homes
to the Azeri aggression,” said Arme-
nian Council representative Varazdat
Yeghiazaryan. “It is our hope that the
donated toys will put a smile on their
faces and bring joy into their lives.
They are the children of heroes who

sacrificed their lives for Armenia, they
are the future of our nation and they
deserve the best.”

In light of the success of the Toy
Drive and the overwhelming level of
interest from individuals who are eager
to support children of Artsakh and
Armenia, ACA plans to make the Toy
Drive an annual event.

As a grassroots organization,
ACA is dedicated to working with all
political leaders, offering Armenian
related news, analysis and resources
for policymakers, media, students and
activists, advocating issues important
to Armenian Americans. The ACA also
aims to strengthen U.S. — Armenia and
U.S. — Artsakh ties, the development
of programs promoting sustainable
economic growth and good gover-
nance in Armenia, while promoting the
values and responsibilities of global
citizenship.

Armenia Artsakh Fund Shipped
$968 Million of Aid in 33 Years;
$21 Million in 2022, to Armenia and Artsakh

GLENDALE,
CA — In the past
33 years, the Ar-
menia Artsakh Fund
(AAF), including
the shipments un-
der its predecessor,
the United Armenian
Fund, delivered to
A rmentia
and Artsakh a|
grand total of $968 |
million worth of hu- i 4 T4
manitarian
assistance on board 158 airlifts and
2,540 sea containers.

During the twelve months
of 2022, AAF shipped to Armenia
and Artsakh $21 million of medicines,
medical supplies and other relief prod-
ucts, including $2.8 million of aid
during the fourth quarter of 2022.
Of'this amount, Americares donated
$1.8 million and Direct Relief $1
million donated to AAF for Armenia
and Artsakh.

The large amount medicines,
medical supplies and Clorox wipes
donated during this period were sent to
the AGBU Claudia Nazarian Medical
Center for Syrian Armenian Refugees
in Yerevan, Arabkir United Children’s
Foundation, Fund for Armenian Re-
lief, Kanaker Zeytoun Medical Center,

Metsn Nerces Charitable Organization,
Muratsan Children’s Endocrinology
Center, National Hematology Center,
St. Grigor Lusavorich Medical Center,
and the health ministries of Armenia
and Artsakh.

“The Armenia Artsakh Fundis
regularly offered free of charge mil-
lions of dollars of life-saving medi-
cines and medical supplies. All we
have to do is pay for the shipping
expenses. We welcome your gener-
ous donations to be able to continue
delivering this valuable assistance to
all medical centers in Armenia
and Artsakh,” stated Harut
Sassounian, the President of AAF.

For more information, call the
AAF office: (818) 241-8900;
Email: sassoun@pacbell.net.
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Verishen Villagers Welcome Newly Enlarged
And Renovated Kindergarten

GORIS, ARMENIA—The Syunik
border village of Verishen has anewly
expanded and completely renovated
kindergarten thanks to the work of
The Paros Foundation through the bene-
factor Mr. Ara Cherchian (Wisconsin,
USA). Celebrating the gala reopening
of the kindergarten on December 25
were the Syunik Regional Governor,
Mr. Robert Ghukasyan, the Mayor of
Goris Mr. Arush Arushanyan, other
regional and municipal officials, kin-
dergarten staff, parents and children.
The Paros Foundation staff were also
on-hand for the ribbon cutting and
festivities, along with staff from Fo-
cus on Children Now, who provided
new furniture for the expanded kinder-
garten.

“I am very proud of the fact that
we were able to meet the needs of the
young families in this growing com-
munity by both expanding the kinder-
garten building, which will allow it to
launch two new groups and renovated
the balance of the structure to ensure
these children will begin their educa-
tion in a clean, safe and comfortable
environment, said Peter Abajian, Ex-
ecutive Director of The Paros Founda-
tion. “I would like to extend our
appreciation to Mr. Ara Cherchian and

his family for sponsoring this impor-
tant project.”

During the September 2022 at-
tacks on Armenia by Azerbaijan, the
village of Verishen, which is adjacent
to Goris, had four homes in the village
of 2,200 people hit by mortar attacks,
including one home almost adjacent to
the kindergarten. Even though Verishen
shares a border with Azerbaijan, this
community is steadfast in its commit-
ment to living in this village and has
outgrown its kindergarten with 90
children. Now, following its expan-
sion and renovation, more than 150
children from Verishen and other neigh-
boring communities will be able to
attend.

Work began in the fall of 2021
with the expansion of the kindergarten
by almost an additional 1,700 square
feet. This allowed the kindergarten to
launch two additional classrooms for
an addition 60 children. The existing
structure was then completely reno-
vated including classrooms, bath-
rooms, hallways, stairwell, kitchen,
and offices. The Municipality of Goris
also participated in this project ad-
dressing the building’s fagade, which
is now painted in colorful, happy col-
ors for the children.

Los Angeles Mayor, City Council President

Continued from page 1

ade to be lifted, in order to allow the
free movement of people and goods
from Artsakh to Armenia. But de-
mands alone, without firm punitive
action, will not motivate Aliyev’s crimi-
nal regime to behave like a civilized
nation, particularly when Russia also
seeks to use the blockade to advance
its own anti-Western and anti-demo-
cratic regional goals.

Azerbaijan’s brutal and unpro-
voked military attack against Artsakh
in 2020 resulted in a Nagorno-Karabakh
Ceasefire Agreement, signed on No-
vember 9, 2020 by Russia, Azerbaijan
and Armenia with the concurrence of
the Republic of Artsakh. The current
blockade is a direct and shameless
violation of the express terms of that
agreement by Russia and Azerbaijan,
both of whom continue to demon-
strate contempt for democracy and
the rule of law among nations.

The United States must clearly
demonstrate its commitment to de-
mocracy and global stability by com-

ing to the aid of the people of Artsakh.
That immediate and unambiguous re-
sponse should include:

1. Providing direct U.S. humani-
tarian assistance to Artsakh, including
food and medical supplies;

2.Makingclearto Putinand Aliyev
that the United States demands and
will act to ensure the safe passage of
flights into Artsakh to provide aid;

3. Assertive U.S. diplomatic en-
gagement to facilitate negotiations be-
tween Baku and Stepanakert to guar-
antee the rights and security of the
Armenian population of Artsakh;

4. Insisting that Russian troops
in Artsakh be replaced by international
peacekeepers;

5. Taking tangible action against
the regime in Azerbaijan to hold it
accountable for its crimes pursuant to
Section 907 of the FREEDOM Sup-
port Act and the Magnitsky Act.

We look forward to receiving
your assurance that the United State
will not stand idly by while aggressive
dictatorships pursue a genocidal policy
against their democratic neighbors.”
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