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Azerbaijan Must End the Blockade of the
Lachin Corridor: European Parliament
Adopts Resolution on Nagorno Karabakh

STRASBURGE — The Euro-
pean Parliament today adopted an
urgent resolution on “Humanitarian
consequences of the blockade in
Nagorno-Karabakh.”

EU Parliament deplores the se-
vere humanitarian crisis caused by
the current blockade of the Lachin
corridor in Nagorno-Karabakh by
self-proclaimed environmentalists
from Azerbaijan. With the corridor
being the only road connecting the
war-torn region with Armenia and
the outside world, MEPs urge
Azerbaijan tore-open it immediately,
in order to enable freedom of move-
ment and ensure access to essential
goods and services for the most
vulnerable.

The resolution underlines the
need for a comprehensive peace

agreement between Armenia and
Azerbaijan that guarantees the rights
and security of the Armenian popu-
lation of Nagorno-Karabakh. It calls
for international organizations to be
granted access to the area, in order
to provide necessary humanitarian
assistance, as well as for a UN or
OSCE fact-finding mission to travel
to the Lachin corridor to assess the
humanitarian situation on the ground.

In addition, MEPs condemn the
“inaction” of Russian peacekeepers
present in the area and consider that
these should be replaced by OSCE
international peacekeepers. They
also encourage the EU to ensure that
Nagorno-Karabakh’s inhabitants “are
no longer held hostage by Baku’s

Continued onpage3

EU Approves Another Monitoring Mission
to Armenia-Azerbaijan Border

BRUSSELS — The European
Union formally decided on Monday to
send a new monitoring team to
Armenia’s border with Azerbaijan in an
effort to ease lingering tensions there.

“In response to Armenia’s re-
quest, EUMA (European Union Mis-
sion in Armenia) will conduct routine
patrolling and report on the situation,
which will strengthen the EU’s under-
standing of the situation on the ground,”
it said in a statement released after a
meeting of the foreign ministers of EU
member states.

The objective of the Mission is to
contribute to stability in the border
areas of Armenia, build confidence on
the ground, and ensure an environ-
ment conducive to normalization ef-
forts between Armenia and Azerbaijan
supported by the EU.

“The establishment of an EU
Mission in Armenia launches a new
phase in the EU’s engagement in the
South Caucasus. The EU will continue
to support de-escalation efforts and is
committed to work closely with both
sides towards the ultimate goal of sus-

tainable peace in the region,” said Josep
Borrell, EU High Representative for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy.

“EUMA will have an initial man-
date of two years and its Operational
Headquarters will be in Armenia. The
Civilian Operation Commander will be
Stefano Tomat, EEAS Managing Di-
rector of the Civilian Planning and
Conduct Capability (CPCC). A Head
of Mission leading operations on the
ground will be appointed in the near
future”. The EU said in the statement.

Armenia was quick to welcome
the EU decision, with Foreign Minister
Ararat Mirzoyan saying that it “will
contribute to peace, stability and secu-
rity in the region.”

“We will readily cooperate with
the mission and support its activities,”
tweeted Mirzoyan.

The EU already deployed 40 ci-
vilian monitors to Armenian border
areas in late October on a two-month
mission agreed during an Armenian-
Azerbaijani summit organized by EU
head Charles Michel and French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron.

U.S. Secretary of State Blinken Tells Aliyev to
Immediately Unblock Karabakh Road

WASHINGTON, DC — U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
phoned Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev on Monday to call for an imme-
diate end to Azerbaijan’s six-week
blockade of the sole road connecting
Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia and the
outside world.

“I urged President Aliyev to im-
mediately restore commercial traffic
on the Lachin corridor,” Blinken
tweeted after the call.

“Each day it remains blocked
risks a humanitarian crisis and under-
mines the steps that Armenia and
Azerbaijan have taken toward peace,”
he said. “The U.S. is committed to
supporting these efforts.”

A separate statement released by
the U.S. State Department said Blinken
also “encouraged President Aliyev to
redouble efforts in bilateral peace dis-
cussions with Armenia.”

Blinken spoke with Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan by
phone on January 18. He was reported
to express “deep concern for the wors-

ening humanitarian situation in
Nagorno-Karabakh.”

The United States has repeat-
edly called for the lifting of the
blockade. Azerbaijan has also faced
similar calls by the European Union
and Russia. Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov raised the issue
with his Azerbaijani counterpart
Jeyhun Bayramov in a January 17
phone call.

Fire at Military Unit in Armenia
Kills 15 Serviceme

YEREVAN -- At least 15 sol-
diers were killed and three others
were injured in a fire that broke out
at 1.30 am on January 19 at an
engineer-sapper company of a mili-
tary unit stationed in the border vil-
lage of Azatin Armenian province of
Gegharkunik, the Ministry of De-
fense said today.

Despite the fire and rescue op-
erations deployed on the spot, the
fire killed, according to preliminary
data, 15 servicemen and three more
were seriously injured.

According to the Defense Min-
istry, the fire erupted overnight at
the barracks of an engineer-sapper
company in a military unit in Azat, a
village in eastern Gegharkunik prov-
ince, some 110 kilometers east of
Yerevan.

Citing the preliminary findings
of military investigators, Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan and Defense

Minister Suren Papikyan blamed it
on a serious violation of fire-safety
rules.

Pashinyan said an officer of the
unit used a large amount of gasoline
to start a fire in a woodstove heating
the barracks. He said the Armenian
army’s General Staff strictly banned
the use of gasoline and other highly
inflammable liquids for such pur-
poses in a written order issued as
recently as on December 21.

“Primitive compliance with this
order would have prevented the ac-
cident,” Pashinyan added during a
weekly session of his cabinet.

Papikyan announced during the
cabinet meeting that about a dozen
senior officers have already been
sacked over what was one of the
deadliest non-combat accidents ever
registered in Armenia’s armed forces.

Continued on page4
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Armenian FM Briefs NATO Chief
on Humanitarian Crisis in Artsakh

BRUSSELS — Armenian For-
eign Minister Ararat Mirzoyan met
with NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg on January 23on the
sidelines of his working visit to
Brussels.

The parties exchanged views on
regional and international security is-
sues of common interest.

The Armenian Foreign Minister
briefed the NATO Secretary General
on the humanitarian crisis created in
Nagorno-Karabakh as a result of
Azerbaijan’s illegal blockade of the
Lachin Corridor, the consequences of
the continuous policy of ethnic cleans-

ing of Nagorno-Karabakh by the
Azerbaijani authorities.

In this context, he emphasized
the importance of clear actions by the
international community to eliminate
the inhuman siege of Nagorno-
Karabakh and make Azerbaijan return
to the negotiation table.

Ararat Mirzoyan also presented
to Jens Stoltenberg the current devel-
opments in the Armenia-Turkey nor-
malization process.

The parties commended the level
of Armenia-NATO political dialogue,
reflected on the current cooperation
programs and future prospects.

2 Die, 2 Injured After Fire at Armenian
Catholic Church in Istanbul

UL BIDCUKSEWIR BELED |

ISTANBUL — Two people were
killed and another two were hospital-
ized after a fire broke out in the lodging
section of the Surp Pirgi¢ (Holy Sav-
iour) Armenian Catholic Church in
Istanbul’s Beyoglu district Monday
night. Daily Sabah reports.

In the statement made by the
Istanbul Governor’s Office, it was
announced that security, health and
fire crews were immediately sent
to the region after a fire was re-
ported in the lodging section of the
Church.

After about four hours, the fire
department units were able to extin-
guish the blaze.

During the work of the fire crews
that searched the extinguished build-
ing, the lifeless body of one person
was found. Following the arrival of
crime scene investigation teams, the
search in the lodging area continued
and uncovered the lifeless body of one
more victim.

Emphasizing that the fire was

under control, the statement read:
“Four people were evacuated in the
fire, and two people affected by the
smoke were sent to the hospital as a
precautionary measure. The work of
our on-duty teams at the scene of the
fire continues. We offer our best
wishes to the church community and
the neighborhood residents. An in-
vestigation has been started on the
subject.”

In a separate statement to report-
ers, Beyoglu District Governor Mustafa
Demirelli, who arrived after receiving
information about the firefighters’ ef-
forts, shared that fire at Surp Pirgic
Armenian Catholic Church’s lodging
broke out for unknown reasons, add-
ing, “Our fire brigade started fire ex-
tinguishing efforts quickly. As of now,
our firefighters are working on cool-
ing.”

The spiritual leader of the Arme-
nian Catholic Community of Turkey,
Levon Zekiyan, also came to the region
where the incident took place.
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“Armenia’s Security is Iran’s Security” —

SYUNIK -- Ambassador of Iran
to Armenia Abbas Badakhshan Zohouri
hasreiterated that Armenia’s security is
Iran’s security during his visit to Syunik
Province of Armenia on Friday.

The Iranian Ambassador made
the remarks at a press briefing during
the visit, while speaking about the
Iranian Foreign Minister’s earlier state-
ment that he considers the security of
Armenia and the region to be Iran’s
security.

The Ambassador stated that Iran
pursues a policy with all its neighbor-
ing countries aimed at developing co-
operation in all domains. “And Arme-
nia is our neighbor, a friendly country.
And we have that policy with Armenia
as well. The Foreign Minister had also
said that Armenia’s security is Iran’s
security. And Iran’s position has al-
ways been that the independence and
territorial integrity of countries must
be respected, including of Armenia
and everyone else, in line with interna-
tional laws,” the Iranian Ambassador
said.

He added that cooperation and
ties in all directions between Armenia
and Iran are developing.

'ARMENPRESS

MKHITAR KHACHATRYAN

"I hope that this cooperation as
two ancient and centuries-old coun-
tries will further develop. Work is
being carried out in different direc-
tions, related to the road, economic
cooperation, etc., which are having
their impact," said the Iranian ambas-
sador.

“Regarding the third high-volt-
age line, unfortunately I have to say
that there have been problems, the
work was delayed a lot in the past. But
today the work is proceeding better
and with faster pace,” the Ambassador
said.

“Cooperation with Armenia in
various directions is highly important
for us. Fortunately, in the recent pe-
riod an agreement was reached be-
tween the two countries on exchange
of gas and electricity,” the Iranian
Ambassador said, adding that the real-
ization of this requires the necessary
conditions for supplying electrical-en-
ergy from Armenia to Iran and gas
from Iran to Armenia.

He added that joint cooperation
between Armenia, Iran and Russia can
be an example for trilateral coopera-
tion in various directions in the region.

Zvartnots Airport Expansion Program is a
“Historic Moment” for Future of Armenia

YEREVAN --
The Minister of Ter-
ritorial Administra-
tion and Infrastruc-
tures Gnel Sanosyan
held a meeting with
Corporacidn
América Airports
Executive Director
Martin Eurnekian.

CEO of Arme-
nia International Air-
ports Marcello Wende
and Deputy Director
Sergey Avetisyanalso
participated in the
meeting.

The minister welcomed the
guests and attached importance to the
existing cooperation and the company’s
readiness to further develop projects
in Armenia and expand investments.

Issues related to expanding and
increasing the capacity of the Zvartnots
International Airport were discussed,
the ministry said in a read-out.

The minister said that soon a
working group comprised of repre-
sentatives from various ministries will
be launched for discussing details of

the investment program.

The minister attached importance
to the need to make accurate decisions
and find prospective solutions within
the framework of the program be-
cause that work is for the future.

Martin Eurnekian said that they
are ready to work openly within the
framework of the working group.
“This is a historic moment which can
leave a great trace on the future of
Armenia,” Eurnekian said.

Other issues of bilateral interest
were also discussed.
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Armenian Caucus Leaders Urge
Biden Administration to Consider
Emergency Airlift; Sanction Azerbaijan
to End Artsakh Blockade

Armenian Cau-
cus leaders; Reps.
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-
NJ), Adam Schiff (D-
CA), Gus Bilirakis (R-
FL) and David||
Valadao (R-CA), [
along with Anna| |
Eshoo (D-CA), senta
letter to Secretary of
State Antony J.
Blinken and USAID
Administrator
Samantha Power urg-
ing the Biden Admin-
istration officials to
“use maximum pres-
sure” with
Azerbaijan’s Presi-
dent ITham Aliyev to
end his month-long e
blockade on the 120,000 Armenian
people of Artsakh “before the current
humanitarian crisis becomes cata-
strophic.”

The Armenian Caucus leaders
emphasizes that the “current interna-
tional strategy to reopen the Lachin
Corridor is simply not working. De-
spite clearly documented evidence of
the blockade and the tragic impact it is
having on innocent civilians, President
Aliyev continues to lie to the United
States and the international commu-
nity by stating that there is no block-
ade.”

“The Aliyev regime is taking pre-
meditated steps to remove the indig-
enous Armenian population from
Artsakh and deprive them of the op-
portunity to live freely, democrati-
cally, and with dignity in the land of
their ancestors — a clear sign of ethnic
cleansing that must not be ignored,”
the letter continued.

The letter referred to the perilous
situation as a “man-made humanitarian
crisis,” which has resulted in acute
shortages in Artsakh of medicine,
medical treatments, and food, as well
as the closure of schools. In addition,
the Aliyev regime has cut off natural
gas supply and prevented the repair of
transmission lines, resulting in rolling
blackouts during the brutally cold
months of winter, which is “clearly a
deliberate attempt to severely worsen

the quality of life for the people living
in Artsakh, including 30,000 children,
20,000 elderly and 9,000 people with
disabilities.”

The Congressional leaders made
clear that “without immediate action
by the United States, there is little
doubt that conditions in Artsakh will
further deteriorate — Aliyev’s deliber-
ate and planned design. The people of
Artsakh need the international com-
munity to immediately intervene and
avert this potential humanitarian catas-
trophe. We urge you to work swiftly
with our partners, including authori-
ties in Artsakh, and use whatever dip-
lomatic tools necessary to compel
Azerbaijan to reopen this vital lifeline,
as well as send international observers
to the Lachin Corridor and Artsakh to
explore opportunities for more effec-
tive and sustainable guarantees of se-
curity and peaceful development for
the people of Artsakh. The United
States must also consider all available
options to provide humanitarian aid to
Artsakh, including a potential airlift of
supplies to prevent the very real threat
of starvation.”

Lastly, the letter underscores the”
threat of sanctions such as Magnitsky
Sanctions against the authorities be-
hind this blockade is warranted and
appropriate given the grave threat the
people of Artsakh are currently fac-
ing.”

Azerbaijan Must

Continued from page 1

activism, Russia’s destructive role
or the inactivity of the Minsk group.”

The resolution was adopted by
show of hands.

The full text of the resolution is
provided below:

The European Parliament,

— having regard to its previous
resolutions on Armenia and
Azerbaijan,

—having regard to Rules 144(5)
and 132(4) of its Rules of Proce-
dure,

- whereas the only road con-
necting Nagorno-Karabakh with Ar-
menia and the outside world, the

End the Blockade

Lachin corridor, has been blocked
by self-proclaimed environmental-
ists from Azerbaijan since 12 De-
cember 2022; whereas this has dis-
rupted access to essential goods and
services, including food, fuel and
medication, for the 120 000 Arme-
nians living in Nagorno-Karabakh,
effectively placing them under a
blockade;

- whereas the blockade has led
to a severe humanitarian crisis, sig-
nificantly affecting the most vulner-
able populations; whereas the trans-
fer of critically ill patients is nearly
impossible, with one death resulting
from this situation; whereas hun-
dreds of families remain separated;

JANUARY 28, 2023

Tehran, Yerevan Declared Sister Cities
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Sister City Signing Ceremony betw-

Tehranand Yerevan

TEHRAN — Armenia and Iran
declared their capitals sister cities on
Wednesday, underscoring their efforts
to deepen bilateral ties based on what
they see as common geopolitical inter-
ests.

Tehran Mayor Alireza Zakani and
Yerevan Mayor Hrachya Sargsyan
signed a relevant agreement at a cer-
emony held in the Iranian capital.

According to Sargsyan’s press
office, they also approved a plan of
joint actions on urban development,
public transport, environment protec-
tion and other municipal affairs.

The official Iranian news agency
IRNA quoted Zakani as saying during
the ceremony that the agreements re-
flect Iran’s desire to have good rela-
tions with its neighbors and “espe-
cially Armenia.”

Iran has been anxious to cement
itstraditionally cordial ties with Yerevan
in the face of geopolitical changes in
the region resulting from the 2020
Armenian-Azerbaijani war in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Tehranis worried about Azerbaijani
demands for the opening of a land cor-
ridor that would connect Azerbaijan to
its Nakhichevan exclave through Syunik,
the sole Armenian region bordering the
Islamic Republic. It has repeatedly
warned Baku against attempting to strip
Iran of the common border and trans-
port links with Armenia.

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian reiterated that “red
line” when he visited Armenia in late
October. Amir-Abdollahian inaugurated
the Iranian consulate in Syunik’s capi-
tal Kapan during that trip.

- whereas this humanitarian cri-
sis was further aggravated by
Azerbaijan’s disruption of the natu-
ral gas supply to Nagorno-Karabakh,
which left houses, hospitals and
schools without heating;

- whereas by sustaining the
blockade of the Lachin corridor,
Azerbaijan is breaching its inter-
national obligations under the tri-
lateral ceasefire statement of 9
November 2020, under which
Azerbaijan must guarantee the se-
curity of persons, vehicles and
cargo moving along the corridor
in both directions;

- whereas the impediments to
the use of the Lachin corridor set
back the peace process between
Armenia and Azerbaijan and un-
dermine international confidence;

Deplores the tragic humanitar-
ian consequences of the blockade of
the Lachin corridor and the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict;

Urges Azerbaijan to respect and
implement the trilateral statement of
9 November 2020 and immediately
reopen the Lachin corridor to enable
free movement and ensure access to
essential goods and services, thus
guaranteeing security in the region
and safeguarding residents’ liveli-
hoods;

Underlines the need for a com-
prehensive peace agreement, which
must guarantee the rights and secu-
rity of Nagorno-Karabakh’s Arme-
nian population; calls on Azerbaijan
to protect the rights of Armenians
living in Nagorno-Karabakh and re-
frain from its inflammatory rhetoric
that calls for discrimination against

Armenians and urges Armenians to
leave Nagorno-Karabakh;

Urges Azerbaijan to refrain
from undermining the functioning of
transport, energy and communica-
tion connections between Armenia
and Nagorno-Karabakh in future;

Strongly condemns Azer-
baijan’s scapegoating of human
rights defenders and CSOs and
calls on EU and Member State
representations to support their
work;

Condemns the inaction of Rus-
sian ‘peacekeepers’; considers that
their replacement with OSCE inter-
national peacekeepers, under a UN
mandate, should be negotiated ur-
gently;

Calls for international organi-
zations to be granted unimpeded ac-
cess to Nagorno-Karabakh to assess
the situation and provide the neces-
sary humanitarian assistance;

Calls for a UN or OSCE fact-
finding mission to the Lachin corri-
dor to assess the humanitarian situ-
ation on the ground;

Calls for the urgent resump-
tion, without preconditions, of ne-
gotiations based on the principles of
the Helsinki Final Act;

Calls for the EU to be ac-
tively involved and ensure that
the inhabitants of Nagorno-
Karabakh are no longer held hos-
tage by Baku’s activism, Russia’s
destructive role and the Minsk
Group’s inactivity;

Instructs its President to
forward this resolution to Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan and interna-
tional institutions.
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Hrant Dink Commemorated on the 16th
Anniversary of His Assassination

ISTANBUL — On Thursday,
January 19 at 15:00 (GMT+3), Hrant
Dink was commemorated where he
was assassinated, in front of the Sebat
Building which used to house the of-
fice of the Agos Newspaper. In addi-
tion to the gathering in front of the
Sebat Building, thousands of viewers
from outside Istanbul were able to
participate in the commemoration
through the live broadcast in English
and Turkish.

2022 International Hrant Dink
Award laureate Shaharzad Akbar sent
a message where she touched upon the
unrelenting struggle the women of
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Afghanistan and Iran put up against
oppression, injustice and misogyny.
Bircan Yorulmaz of the Friends
of Hrant, who was wrongly incarcer-
ated for two years and emancipated in
November greeted all of Hrant Dink’s
friends who are imprisoned for want-
ing an equal, free, just, democratic and
peaceful world and country. Bircan
Yorulmaz read the letter sent from the
Bakirkdy Prison by Cigdem Mater,
imprisoned since April under the Gezi
Trials. In her message, Cigdem Mater
said “We are here in the hope of the
days when we will be able to face the
past and give everyone their due.”

Dr. Stephan Yacoubian Promoted to
Commander in the United States Navy

Orthopedic Surgeon Dr. Stephan
Yacoubian has been promoted to the
rank of Commander in the United States
Navy. Dr. Yacoubian has been prac-
ticing orthopedic surgery in Burbank
for over 20 years. He currently serves
as an officer in the US Navy Reserves
at the Expeditionary Medical Force,
Camp Pendleton in San Diego.

Dr. Stephan Yacoubian received
his medical degree at the Pennsylvania
State University College of Medicine.
He continued his orthopedic residency
atthe Albert Einstein College of Medi-
cine in New York City. Subsequently,
he was a sports medicine fellow at the
University of Connecticut School of
Medicine. Dr. Yacoubian specializes in
problems of the shoulder, hip and knee.
He is senior partner at Orthopaedic
Surgery Specialists, Burbank. He is on
staff at Providence St. Joseph Medical
Center in Burbank and Glendale Sur-
gery Center.

Dr. Stephan Yacoubian has vol-
unteered his time on numerous medi-
cal and humanitarian missions over-

seas. After the devastating earthquake
in Haiti in 2010, Dr. Stephan was part
of several medical mission teams that
traveled to Cap-Haitien to help survi-
vors. He has also taken part in numer-
ous surgical missions to Armenia and
Karabakh to perform desperately
needed orthopedic surgeries.

Dr. Yacoubian resides in Glen-
dale with his wife Maro Najarian
Yacoubian and their four children.

Fire at Military Unit in Armenia

Continued from page 1

The sacked officers included
Vahram Grigoryan, the commander of
the army’s Second Corps stationed in
Gegharkunik. Grigoryan’s three deputies
and the chief of the Defense Ministry’s
fire-safety service were also fired.

The victims and seven other sol-
diers stayed in an abandoned village
house turned into a barracks.
Pashinyan acknowledged that their

living conditions were challenging.

“Butthat doesn’t matter,” he said.
“Fire-safety regulations must be ob-
served in any place of residence.”

Some critics of the government
have called for the resignation of
Papikyan and even PM Pashinan.

Alen Simonian, the Armenian par-
liament speaker dismissed the resigna-
tion calls and put the blame on eight
senior military officers sacked just
hours after the fire.
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Armenian American Museum Announces
Elevate Gala on March 19

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
American Museum has announced that
the signature event of the year, the
Elevate Gala, will be held on Sunday,
March 19, 2023 at the Fairmont Cen-
tury Plaza in Los Angeles.

The Elevate Gala will celebrate
the completion of the first phase of
construction featuring the museum
parking garage and building founda-
tion and mark the next exciting chapter
for the Armenian American Museum
as the landmark center is clevated to
the horizon as a destination for educa-
tion, enrichment, and inspiration for
generations to come.

“The Board of Trustees and
Board of Governors of the Armenian
American Museum cordially invite
you to join us for an evening of
celebration as we elevate the mu-
seum, elevate the community, and

elevate our future,” stated Executive
Chairman Berdj Karapetian. “To-
gether, there are no limits to the
heights we can reach.”

The Armenian American Museum
is a world class educational and cul-
tural institution that is currently under
construction in the museum campus at
Glendale Central Park. The museum
will offer a wide range of public pro-
gramming through the Permanent Ex-
hibition, Temporary Exhibitions, Au-
ditorium, Learning Center, Demon-
stration Kitchen, Archives Center, and
more.

Elevate Gala sponsorship, pro-
gram book ads, and ticket reservations
are due by February 15, 2023.

For more information on spon-
sorship opportunities and reservations,
contact Major Gifts Director Mary
Khayat at (818) 644-2073.

Azerbaijan Angered by Karen Khachanov
After Expressing His Support for Artsakh
at Australian Open

MELBOURNE — Russian-Ar-
menian tennis star Karen Khachanov
has angered Azerbaijan following his
celebrations during his run to the
quarter-finals of the Australian Open
in Melbourne.

The 18th seed defeated Japan’s
Yoshihito Nishioka. 6-0, 6-0, 7-6 on
John Cain Arena on the weekend to
reach the last eight at the year’s first
Grand Slam.

Afterwards, the 26-year-old
wrote a message on the television
camera lens that said, “Keep believ-
ing until the very end. Artsakh, hold
on!” — a reference to the Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic. He was express-
ing his support to the people of
Artsakh who are suffering under a
month long blockade by Azerbaijan.

Earlier, after beating American
Frances Tiafoe in the previous round,
he wrote on the lens “Artsakh stay
strong”.

The Azerbaijan Tennis Federa-
tion (FTA) has protested to both
Australian Open organizers and In-
ternational Tennis Federation (ITF)
officials.

“Writing heartfelt wishes on the
camera lens is a kind of tradition in
tennis, but Khachanov abused this,
using it in his dirty plans,” the FTA
said in a statement.

“The Azerbaijan Tennis Fed-
eration, taking into account the inad-
missibility of such a provocation,
sent a letter of protest to the Interna-
tional Tennis Federation.

“The letter reflects the facts of
provocation directed against our
country and presents legal docu-
ments.

“The FTA condemns such inci-
dents, demanding that the ITF pun-
ish Khachanov and take drastic mea-
sures so that similar situations do
not recur.

“We hope this issue will find its
objective solution soon.”

Khachanov has previously spo-
ken of his support for Armenia over
Nagorno-Karabakh.

“Despite the fact that [ was
born in Russia, | always say that
I have Armenian roots,” he said
in an interview two years at the
start of the latest conflict with
Azerbaijan.

“It hurts to the depths of my
soul to look at what is happening in
the country, which I love very much.

“Innocent people and even chil-
dren are dying.”

On Tuesday, Khachanov beat
29th seed Sebastian Korda, of the
United States, to advance to the semi-
finals.
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BINGO NIGHT PARTY

Ticket donation: $30

Includes Plate of Falafel or Chicken Shawarma,
Soft Drink and ONE Round of BINGO.
FRIDAY, February 10, 2023
Starting at 7:30 P.M.

AEBU CENTER

Location: 1060 N Allen Ave. Pasadena, CA 91104
For more information, contact Karine (818) 324-0574

FRIENDS, FUN, PRIZES

COME JOIN US FOR A FUN AND

EXCITING NIGHT
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e FREE TUITION

e 6th-12th
Grades

e Top Sports &

and all levels
welcomed.

of=A0

—. The Armenian Academy at Blair, »
: an 1B World School s ;".:"S'J‘ .t
1201 S. Marengo Ave., Pasadena

* Both dialects 5453 5024 School Year

For Information/Tours
Sign up at
www.ArmenianAcademy.org
or contact Maro Yacoubian
at 626-275-1330
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International
Baccalaureate
Program

e ANY student =
from ANY CITY |
can attend. |
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