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Seven Armenians Among Victims of
Powerful Earthquake Kills Thousands in Turkey and Syria
Armenia Sends Rescue Teams to Quake-Hit Areas

More than 13,000 people have
died and rescuers are racing to pull
survivors from beneath the rubble af-
ter a devastating earthquake ripped
through Turkey and Syria leaving de-
struction and debris on each side of the
border.

One of the strongest earth-
quakes to hit the region in a century
shook residents from their beds at
around 4 a.m. on Monday, sending
tremors as far away as Lebanon and
Israel.

In Turkey, at least 11,000 people
have died and several thousand are
injured, according to the country’s
Disaster and Emergency Management
Agency (AFAD).

An update from the Syrian
health ministry says 2,000 people
have been killed in the country —
across the government-held prov-
inces of Aleppo, Latakia, Hama and
Tartus.

Seven Armenians Killed

According to the updated in-
formation available at the mo-
ment, four ethnic Armenians, one
of them a dual citizen (of Syria
and Armenia) are among those
who died in the Syrian city of
Aleppo as a result of the earth-
quake, Spokesman for the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs Vahan
Hunanyan informs.

Armenian Patriarchate of Istanbul
has reported that three Armenians were
killed in Malatya city.

Armenia Sends Rescue Teams

The Armenian government said
on Tuesday that it is sending search-
and-rescue teams to Turkey and Syria
following the devastating earthquake.

Armenia’s Interior Ministry re-
leased later in the evening photographs
of members of the national Rescue
Service boarding a cargo plane along
with their heavy equipment in the pres-
ence of Interior Minister Vahe
Ghazaryan.

Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
discussed the assistance with Presi-
dents Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Tur-
key and Bashar al-Assad of Syria dur-
ing separate phone conversations. He
offered his condolences to the two
men.

An Armenian government state-
ment said Pashinyan told Erdogan that
an Armenian rescue team is about to

fly to Turkey. According to the state-
ment, Erdogan thanked Yerevan for
the support and said it will contribute
to “further dialogue” between the two
neighboring states that have no diplo-
matic relations.

A separate statement on
Pashinyan’s call with al-Assad said the
two leaders agreed that “Armenia will
send food, as a priority, as well as
other types of aid to Syria.”

“Bashar al-Assad thanked
[Pashinyan] for the support and noted
that the primary problem for them at
the moment is related to food,” said the
statement.

Pashinyan did not specify
whether the Armenian government is
ready to send relief aid and/or search-
and-rescue teams. The government
made no statements to that effect im-
mediately after his tweet.

Macron Emphasizes
the Importance of
the Uninterrupted

Operation of the
Lachine Corridor

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan again discussed with
French President Emmanuel Macron
Azerbaijan’s continuing blockade of
the Lachin corridor in a phone call on
Monday.

Pashinyan’s press office said he
briefed Macron on the “dire humanitarian
situation” in Nagorno-Karabakh caused
by the nearly two-month blockade.

“Emmanuel Macron emphasized
the importance of the uninterrupted
operation of the Lachine Corridor and
indicated France’s readiness to con-
tinue contributing to the solution of
this problem,” it added in a statement.

Macron urged Baku to “allow
free movement along the Lachin corri-
dor” when he phoned his Azerbaijani
counterpart [Tham Aliyev on Decem-
ber 23. According to the French read-
out of the call, Aliyev expressed his
“intention” to do so.

However, government-backed
Azerbaijani protesters have since con-
tinued to block Karabakh’s land link
with Armenia on ostensibly environ-
mental grounds. Aliyev and other
Azerbaijani officials have endorsed their
actions.

Later in December, the leaders of
France’s mainstream opposition par-
ties said Paris should establish “hu-
manitarian presence” in Karabakh and

Continued on page 2

Escalating Humanitarian Crisis in Karabakh
is a Sensitive Issue in Armenia-Russia
Relations. Pashinyan to Mishustin

ALMATY -- ‘The Russian Fed-
eration is the key partner of Armenia in
the field of security and, unfortunately,
the situation is not so good with us in
the field of security,” Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said at a
meeting with Russian Prime Minister
Mikhail Mishustin on Thursday on the
sidelines of an EEU gathering in
Kazakhstan, the Armenian government
press office reported.

Pashinyan said: ‘You know that
Lachin Corridor has been blocked for
more than a month, and according to
the trilateral declaration of the Presi-
dent of the Russian Federation, the
President of Azerbaijan and the Prime
Minister of Armenia, it should be under
the control of Russian peacekeepers.
Now it turns out that the Lachin Cor-
ridor is not under the control of Rus-
sian peacekeepers, which creates spe-
cific problems.

Now we can say that a humani-

tarian crisis is escalating in Nagorno
Karabakh. It is a very important and
sensitive issue in our bilateral rela-
tions. Unfortunately, we have certain
issues in the field of security also in the
multilateral format, in the CSTO, and
we hope that we will manage to solve
all these issues. We are working, we
are interested, but unfortunately,
frankly speaking, we see no progress
in those directions.

During the CSTO Yerevan sum-
mit, it seemed to us that we had reached
concrete agreements regarding the
opening of regional economic and
transport infrastructures.

President Putin had arrived with
specific proposals and we agreed on
aspects of those agreed options for
opening up regional infrastructure, but
unfortunately, these agreements could
not be implemented later due to the

Continued on page 2

US State Department Appoints Louis L. Bono
as Senior Advisor for Caucasus Negotiations

WASHINGTON, DC—US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken has
appointed Louis L. Bono, a member of
the Senior Foreign Service, as Senior
Advisor for Caucasus Negotiations

“In this capacity, Mr. Bono will
work with regional leaders to advance
the peace process between Armenia
and Azerbaijan and to address Russia’s
ongoing occupation of sovereign Geor-
gian territory. Mr. Bono brings a wealth
of multilateral and bilateral experience
to the position, having served as Act-
ing Representative to the International
Atomic Energy Agency and the United
Nations Offices in Vienna and Charge
d’ Affaires, ad interim to the Holy See.
He has also served as Director of the
Basrah Regional Office, on the Na-
tional Security Council, and as an ad-
visor to the Deputy Secretary of State
and to the Under Secretary of State for
Economic and Business Affairs. He is
retired from the Army Reserves, where
he was an instructor at West Point and
the Army War College.

The United States is committed
to helping Armenia and Azerbaijan ne-
gotiate a comprehensive peace agree-
ment, including a long-term political
settlement to the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict. Mr. Bono will engage bilater-
ally, with likeminded partners, includ-
ing the European Union, and with in-

Continued on page 2
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Armenia Has Progressed in
2022 Democracy Index

-
Democracy Index 2022, global map by regime type
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LONDON -- Armenia has climbed
seven positions to rank 82ns in the
2022 Democracy Index published by
Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU). The
country is classified as “hybrid re-
gime.”

Armenian’s neighbors Georgia
and Azerbaijan are ranked 90th and
134th, respectively, Turkey is 103rd,
Iran is placed 154th.

A total of 16 countries in Eastern
Europe improve their score in the De-
Montenegro and Albania registering
the biggest improvements. Six coun-
tries suffer a deterioration in their score,
with Russia facing the largest decline
(the largest of any country in the index
in 2022). There are still no “full de-
mocracies’’ in the region: of the 28
countries, there are 16 “flawed de-
mocracies’’ (comprising EU eastern
member states and most of the west-
ern Balkans), four “hybrid regimes”
(Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Georgia, and Ukraine), and eight “au-
thoritarian regimes” (Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Russia and all of the Central
Asian Commonwealth of Independent

States member nations).

The Democracy Index, which
began in 2006, provides a snapshot of
the state of democracy worldwide in
165 independent states and two terri-
tories. This covers almost the entire
population of the world and the vast
majority of the world’s states
(microstates are excluded).

The Democracy Index is based
on five categories: electoral process
and pluralism, functioning of govern-
culture, and civil liberties. Based on its
scores on a range of indicators within
these categories, each country is then
classified as one of four types of re-
gime: “full democracy”, “flawed de-
mocracy”, “hybrid regime” or “au-
thoritarianregime.”

The world’s average democracy
score improved slightly from the last
year’s ranking, as the easing of Covid
restrictions increased the score in
many countries. However, more than
a third of the world’s population still
lives in countries considered authori-
tarian, while only 8% live in a full
democracy.

Escalating Humanitarian Crisis in Karabakh

Continued from page 1

unconstructive and counterproductive
position of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

But you know that we are not
only ready, but are also interested in
the opening of transport and economic
infrastructures, because in fact the
Republic of Armenia has been under
Azerbaijani blockade for the last 30
years and we are of course very inter-
ested in opening all transport and eco-
nomic infrastructures in the region.

We believe that this should hap-
pen in accordance with the legislation
of the Republic of Armenia. I mean
point 9 of the trilateral declaration of
November 9, 2020, which we made
more concrete in the trilateral state-
ment of January 11, 2021. We have
repeatedly said that in the implementa-
tion of point 9 of the trilateral declara-
tion, we must act in accordance with
the legislation of the countries through
the territories of which those infra-
structures pass.’

On December 12, Azerbaijan ef-
fectively cut off access to Nagorno-
Karabakh, letting a group of self-de-
scribed Azerbaijani “eco-activists” with
no history of environmental advocacy
barge through Russian peacekeepers
to block the sole road linking Nagorno-

Karabakh to Armenia.

Local authorities had to close
schools and put 120,000 inhabitants
on ration cards as Azerbaijan contin-
ues to disrupt gas and electricity sup-
plies amid sub-zero temperatures.

Armenia’s leaders accuse
Azerbaijan of seeking to ethnically
cleanse Nagorno-Karabakh by starv-
ing the local ethnic Armenian popula-
tion and forcing it to leave.

Azerbaijan’s President Ilham
Aliyev said in a January 10 TV inter-
view: 'For those (of Nagorno-Karabakh
Armenians) who does not want to
become Azerbaijani citizen, the road is
not closed. They can leave. They can
go on their own, or they can ride with
Russian peacekeepers, or they can go
by bus. The road to Armenia is open.”

Russia on Wednesday defended
its peacekeeping forces in Nagorno-
Karabakh that have been criticized by
Armenia for failing to end Azerbaijan’s
two-month blockade of the Lachin
corridor.

A senior Russian Foreign Minis-
try official dismissed Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian’s suggestions that the
peacekeepersreceive a United Nations
mandate or be replaced by a multina-
tional mission approved by the UN
Security Council.

International Human Rights Lawyer Geoffrey Robertson
Nagorno-Karabakh Originally Belonged to
Armenia and Has Always Been Inhabited
Mainly by Armenians

International human rights law-
yer Geoffrey Robertson published an
article in The Independent regarding
the closure of the Lachin Corridor by
the Azerbaijanis and emphasized that
Nagorno Karabakh originally belonged
to Armenia and has always been inhab-
ited mainly by Armenians.

Geoffrey Robertson started the
article as follows: Russia, Great Brit-
ain, the USA, France and China have
the power to stop authoritarian
Azerbaijan, which has besieged
Nagorno-Karabakh in order to starve
120 thousand inhabitants.

The author stressed that the
blockade is a crime against humanity
and contradicts a number of agree-
ments, but the Azerbaijanis have be-
sieged for two months and are still
continuing the blockade. It is noted
that the Lachin Corridor is a vital link
for the daily delivery of 400 tons of
essential goods to the Armenians of
Karabakh, as well as for the movement
of citizens, schoolchildren and ambu-
lances.

“Of course, it would be faster by
air transportation, but the government
of Azerbaijan has threatened to shoot
down any passenger or cargo plane
that tries to land in Stepanakert, the
capital of Nagorno-Karabakh. The
country is a hostage of Azerbaijan and
history. it originally belonged to Arme-
niaand has always been inhabited mainly
by Armenians, known for their early
Christian churches and unique car-
pets. In the 19th century it was occu-
pied by Russia, and in 1921 Stalin
arbitrarily and wrongly included this
Christian enclave as an independent
region within Muslim Azerbaijan. Af-
ter the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
people of Nagorno-Karabakh demanded
independence and fought a war to
achieve it,” reads the article.

Geoffrey Robertson noted that

P mmE E

after the victory, Armenians enjoyed
relative peace until Azerbaijan attacked
in 2020. He also referred to the trilat-
eral declaration of November 9, 2020.

“Russia stood as the guarantor of
the agreement. Russia assigned 2,000
“peacekeepers” to monitor the corri-
dor, but they proved unable, or per-
haps unwilling, to disperse the self-
declared “environmental activists”
blocking the corridor, who are en-
couraged by the Azerbaijani govern-
ment, which generally bans demon-
strations and imprisons protesters”,
reads the article.

The columnist noticed that many
of the “protesters” have tattoos, which
proves that they are members of the
“Grey Wolves”. It is emphasized that
the “protesters” are encouraged by
dictator ITham Aliyev. The author of
the article also reminds about the meet-
ing of the UN Security Council held on
December 20 and the demand of the
members. The article mentions that
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov only belatedly contacted his
Azerbaijani counterpart and urged them
to disperse the demonstration, adding
that Russia has lost its influence after
the events in Ukraine.

Macron Emphasizes the Importance of the
Uninterrupted Operation

Continued from page 1

seek Western economic and political
sanctions against Azerbaijan.

French parliament speaker Yael
Braun-Pivet, who is affiliated with
Macron’s LREM party, expressed se-
rious concern about the Azerbaijani
blockade during a January 12-13 visit
to Armenia. But she spoke out against
unilateral French sanctions, saying that
possibilities of dialogue with Baku have
still not been exhausted.

The European Union’s foreign

policy chief, Josep Borrell, made clear
last week that the EU is not consider-
ing imposing sanctions on Azerbaijan
because of the blockade.

Pashinyan also spoke with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin about the
humanitarian crisis in Nagorno-
Karabakh caused by the illegal block-
ade of the Lachin corridor by
Azerbaijan, Pashinyan’s press office
reported.

It said Pashinyan stressed the
importance of Russia’s taking neces-
sary steps to overcome it.

US State Department Appoints Louis L. Bono

Continued frompage 1

ternational organizations, such as the
OSCE, to facilitate direct dialogue be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan. His
appointment also reaffirms the impor-
tance the United States places on

Georgia’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity, and the role of the Geneva
International Discussions on Georgia,
the only international format address-
ing Russia’s ongoing occupation of 20
percent of Georgia’s territory”, reads
the statement.
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Columbia University Panel Focuses on Preventing a Second Armenian Genocide in Artsakh

NEW YORK, NY - Artsakh
State Minister Ruben Vardanyan
highlighted Azerbaijan's pursuit of
ethnic cleansing, while Senator Chris
Van Hollen (D-MD) stated that the
United States must hold Azerbaijan
accountable for its human rights vio-
lations during the panel discussion
on "Preventing a Second Armenian
Genocide: Azerbaijan Closes the
Lachin Corridor and Makes Artsakh
Unlivable in a Bid to Depopulate the
Territory."

The virtual event, attended by
600 guests, was hosted by Colum-
bia University's Program on
Peacebuilding and Human Rights on
Wednesday, February 1, 2023, fea-
turing co-panelist Van Z. Krikorian,
Co-Chair of the Armenian Assem-
bly of America, and moderator David
L. Phillips, Director of the Program
on Peacebuilding and Human Rights
at Columbia University, who leads
Columbia's Artsakh Atrocities
Project.

Senator Van Hollen bluntly
stated that Azerbaijan has embarked
on the "latest chapter" in its "cam-
paign ofaggression against Nagorno-
Karabakh."

"For over 50 days, Azerbaijan
has imposed a blockade on the re-
gion, cutting people off from deliv-
eries of food, medicine, and other
daily necessities," he said, noting
thatamong those stranded are 30,000
Armenian children, 20,000 Arme-
nian elderly, and 9,000 Armenians
with disabilities.

"We're witnessing a rising hu-
manitarian crisis and we can't re-
main silent in the face of these ma-
lign transgressions," continued Sena-
tor Van Hollen, who has joined his
Senate colleagues to urge Secretary
of State Antony Blinken to stop U.S.
assistance to Azerbaijan and contin-
ues to "call upon the Biden Adminis-
tration to promote peace."

"The U.S. must be prepared to
take action to hold Azerbaijan ac-

countable," Senator Van Hollen
stated, while committing to work
with his colleagues to "end the
blockade and ensure to do every-
thing we can to promote the basic
principles of justice, peace, and
human rights."

Providing further context to
Azerbaijan's blockade of the Lachin
Corridor, Philips noted that closing
the road that connects Artsakh to
Armenia is a "flagrant violation of
ceasefire terms and a violation of
international humanitarian law."

Azerbaijan's disruption of ac-
cess to essential goods and services,
including food, fuel, and medication
for 120,000 Armenians in Artsakh,
"affects the most vulnerable popula-
tions, including the young and the
aged," he added.

"This campaign is part of a
systematic effort to make Artsakh
unlivable and drive Armenians from
their historic lands," warned Phillips.
"These actions constitute a second
Armenian Genocide."

Artsakh State Minister
Vardanyan shared on-the-ground in-
sights from the last 52 days of the
blockade, where the only access
Artsakh Armenians have to essen-
tial goods is through the assistance
ofthe Red Cross and Russian peace-
keepers, bringing in limited quanti-
ties of food and medication.

He described the human toll
that the blockade has already taken
on Armenian families in Artsakh,
and made special mention of chil-
dren who have been separated from
their families, as well as the psycho-

logical price they are paying by be-
ing deprived of education as their
schools are shut down on account of
electricity shortages.

He cited the importance of sup-
port from the U.S., France, and the
Diaspora in order to bring a resolu-
tion to the blockade and highlight
the human rights violations by
Azerbaijan.

Despite the challenges,
Vardanyan emphasized the "brav-
ery" of the Artsakh Armenians,
who continue to stay "very strong"
and have a "will of resistance to
live on their own homeland and
keep their own traditions alive."

"For the past 30 years, a trans-
parent democratic system has been
developed in Artsakh" that has re-
sulted in a "civilized society," ac-
cording to Vardanyan, who noted
that an air corridor is needed to
transport supplies to Artsakh with-
out being dependent on the road.

"It's been a privilege to live in
Artsakh, which is a unique and spe-
cial place," said Vardanyan, whose
grandmother was a native of
Artsakh. "Living here with them has
given me a lot of energy for myself
and my nation" to preserve the small,
democratic republic and its tradi-
tions of self-government.

Addressing the central concern
over the genocidal threat posed by
the closing of the Lachin Corridor,
Krikorian pointed out that, contrary
to other genocidal situations, there
is a "clear record going back many
years that the intent of Azerbaijan is

Continued on page4

International Association of Genocide Scholars Condemns Azerbaijani Blockade of Artsakh

The International Association of Genocide Scholars (IAGS) Executive and
Advisory Boards has strongly condemned Azerbaijan’s blockade of Artsakh
(Nagorno-Karabakh) and the ongoing aggression against the indigenous Arme-
nian population of the region and warned of the risk of genocide against the
Armenian population of that entity.

The statement reads:

We reaffirm the IAGS Executive
Board October 24, 2022 “Statement
on Azerbaijani Aggression Against the
Republic of Armenia and the Indig-
enous Armenians of the South
Caucasus” and call for the immediate
lifting of the blockade.

On December 12, 2022 the gov-
ernment of Azerbaijan imposed a block-
ade on the enclave of Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) creating an ongoing hu-
manitarian crisis forits 120,000 Arme-

nian inhabitant, including 30,000 chil-
dren and 20,000 elderly. Azerbaijani
operatives, masquerading as so-called
“eco-activists,” blocked the only land
route, the Lachin Corridor, from the
Republic of Armeniato Artsakh thereby
preventing food, medicine, gas, and
other vital goods from transiting into
the region. Food and gas are now
rationed and electricity supplies inter-
rupted. Schools are closed, families
separated, hospital patients endangered,

and normal life brought to a standstill.

Azerbaijan’s actions are a clear
violation of the human rights of the
residents of Artsakh. The blockade
and deliberate attacks on the critical
infrastructure of Artsakh are a viola-
tion of Article 11.1, Right to Adequate
Standard of Living and Article 12, The
Right to Healthcare of International
Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights:

During the blockade, Azerbaijan
deliberately cut off the gas supply four
times: on December 13 (for 3 days),
January 17 (for 1 day), January 18
(for 3 days) and January 21. Gas
supply was deliberately earlier cut off
in March 2022 for 20 days.

On January 9, 2023, the sole
high-voltage line supplying electricity
to Artsakh from Armenia, was dam-
aged in the Aghavno-Berdzor section
under Azerbaijani control. Azerbaijani
authorities have notallowed repair work
to be conducted on the damaged sec-
tion, necessitating the implementation
of rolling blackouts.

On January 12, 2023, the
Azerbaijanis deliberately cut the sole
fiber-optic cable supplying Internet
connection to Artsakh from Armenia
in the section of the Stepanakert-Goris
highway where the Azerbaijanis have
established their blockade.

This blockade is also in clear
violation of the November 9, 2020
trilateral ceasefire agreement brokered
by Russia between Armenia and
Azerbaijan that guaranteed unhindered
access through the Lachin Corridor.

As we noted in our October 24,
2022 statement: “Significant genocide
risk factors exist in the Nagorno-
Karabakh situation concerning the Ar-
menian population.” The government
of Azerbaijan, encouraged by its ally
Turkey, has long promoted official
hatred of Armenians, has fostered im-
punity for atrocities committed against
Armenians, and has issued repeated
threats to empty the region of'its indig-
enous Armenian population.

In order to remove the risk of
genocide, the International Associa-
tion of Genocide Scholars Executive
and Advisory Boards calls upon
Azerbaijan:

to cease its orchestration and
support ofthe alleged ‘protests’ block-
ing uninterrupted free movement along
the Lachin Corridor in both directions.

to ensure uninterrupted free
movement of all persons, vehicles, and
cargo along the Lachin Corridor in
both directions.

to cease its disruptions of gas,
electricity, and the fiber-optic cable to
Artsakh.
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Aurora Humanitarian Initiative

YEREVAN -- OnJanuary 26, the
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative, in con-
junction with the “Scholae Mundi Ar-
menia” Charity Foundation and the
American University of Armenia
(AUA), hosted a workshop that brought
together students and alumni who are
current and past recipients of the Au-
rora Scholarship, as well as represen-
tatives from various humanitarian or-
ganizations. The keynote speaker was
2022 Aurora Prize Laureate Jamila
Afghani, an activist for women’s rights
and education in Afghanistan and
founder of the Noor Educational and
Capacity Development Organization.
In this challenging world, the need for
leaders espousing and exemplifying
humanitarian values is critical. As such,
AUA is grateful for the ability to col-
laborate with its partners at the Aurora
Humanitarian Initiative and Scholae
Mundi in order to educate the next
generation and inculcate in students
these peace-building skills.

Dr. Vahram Ter-Matevosyan, as-
sistant to the AUA President on Aca-
demic Affairs, opened the event by
introducing the Aurora Humanitarian
Initiative, a philanthropic vision of
Vartan Gregorian, Noubar Afeyan, and
Ruben Vardanyan. Through this initia-
tive and on behalf of the survivors of
the Armenian Genocide and in grati-
tude to their saviors, the descendants
of the Genocide survivors have trans-
formed their gratitude into action by
supporting various educational initia-
tives, including student scholarships,
grants to humanitarian projects, and
promoting public awareness of hu-
manitarian efforts.

Since 2017, in cooperation with
Scholae Mundi Armenia, the Aurora
Humanitarian Initiative has sponsored
the Aurora Gratitude Scholarship, which
enables students holding citizenship in
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt,
Russia, Georgia, Artsakh, and Iran to
study at AUA by either partially or fully
covering the tuition fees. The Scholar-
ship was established in order to promote
humanitarian values, which play a para-
mountrole in our increasingly globalized
world and are critical for University
students, who will take on leading posi-
tions in society in Armenia and neighbor-
ing countries. Since the inception of the
scholarship, the Initiative has provided
financial support to 69 students pursu-
ing both bachelor’s as well as master’s
degrees at AUA, 20 of whom are cur-
rently enrolled.

Next, Director of Humanitarian

Programs at the Aurora Humanitarian
Initiative Alexey Medvedev took the
stage to highlight the primary activities
realized by the organization: the annual
$1 million Aurora Prize for Awakening
Humanity awarded to heroes who risk
their own lives, health or freedom to
save the lives, health or freedom of
others suffering as a result of violent
conflict, atrocity crimes or other ma-
jor human rights violations; over 300
projects in more than 50 countries, 46
of which have been designated by
Aurora Prize Laureates; the Aurora
Dialogues, a network of humanitarian
heroes connected with policymakers;
Aurora for Artsakh, launched follow-
ing the 2020 Artsakh War and consist-
ing of 94 projects supporting educa-
tional infrastructure, social develop-
ment, and humanitarian aid; and Au-
rora Grants to support and preserve
the Armenian legacy, disaster relief,
and provide educational opportunities.
“Throughout all our work, AUA has
remained a steadfastand excellent part-
ner of Aurora,” emphasized Medvedev.

The attendees then watched a
video about Afghani’s work and joined
adiscussion with her via Zoom, during
which she also fielded questions from
the audience. “If I’'m the only one
who’s happy, I cannot be happy,” said
Afghani in her opening remarks, refer-
ring to the 25 years of her life commit-
ted to fighting for the rights of women.
When asked how she keeps her moti-
vation in the face of difficulty, she
replied, “Even if we are from a country
with lots of difficulties, it does not
have to stop us from being good hu-
man beings.” She also emphasized her
commitment to the next generation
and desire to avoid placing the burden
of solving today’s problems on
tomorrow’s children.

Following the Zoom call, Zara
Amatuni, Communication and Preven-
tion Programs manager at the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC), spoke on the topic of getting
involved in humanitarian work, high-
lighting the variety of roles and re-
sponsibilities which individuals can un-
dertake. Next, representatives from
the organizations in attendance — the
Foundation for Armenian Science and
Technology, UWC Armenia National
Committee, Tatoyan Foundation, Pro-
tection of Rights Without Borders
NGO, International and Comparative
Law Center Armenia, and Public Jour-
nalism Club — introduced their re-
spective organizations.
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Kev Orkian to Serve As Armenian American
Hosts Workshop in Collaboration with AUA Museum Elevate Gala Master of Ceremonies

y ARMENIAN
A AMERICAN
MUSEUM

ELEVATE
KEV ORKIAN

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2023

FAIRMONT CENTURY PLAZA
LOS ANGELES, CA

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Cen-
ter of California has announced that
internationally acclaimed and award-
winning entertainer Kev Orkian will
serve as the Master of Ceremonies at
the Elevate Gala to be held on Sunday,
March 19, 2023 at the Fairmont Cen-
tury Plaza in Los Angeles.

“l am thrilled to serve as the
Master of Ceremonies of the upcom-
ing Elevate Gala and support an in-
credible project in the Armenian
American Museum,” stated Kev
Orkian. “It is an honor to support the
elevation of an institution where Ar-
menian culture and heritage will be
preserved, celebrated, and show-
cased for all.”

Kev Orkian is a notable actor,
musician, and comedian who has
earned areputation as one of the United
Kingdom’s finest entertainers. A highly
skilled musician, Kev has honed his art
to perfection over many years, from
his days as a classical concert pianist
to performing stand-up comedy
throughout the world. He has starred
in numerous musicals, plays, and TV
shows during his illustrious career. In
2017, he released his must watch docu-

mentary film called “Armenia Uncov-
ered” to tell the world about his home-
land and its talented people.

The Elevate Gala will celebrate
the completion of the first phase of
construction featuring the museum
parking garage and building founda-
tion and mark the next exciting chapter
for the Armenian American Museum
as the landmark center is elevated to
the horizon as a destination for educa-
tion, enrichment, and inspiration for
generations to come.

The Armenian American Museum
is a world-class educational and cul-
tural institution that is currently under
construction on the museum campus
at Glendale Central Park. The museum
will offer a wide range of public pro-
gramming through the Permanent Ex-
hibition, Temporary Exhibitions, Au-
ditorium, Learning Center, Demon-
stration Kitchen, Archives Center, and
more.

Elevate Gala sponsorship, pro-
gram book ads, and ticket reservations
are due by February 15, 2023.

For more information on spon-
sorship opportunities and reservations,
contact Major Gifts Director Mary
Khayat at (818) 644-2073.

Columbia University Panel

Continued from page 3

to solve the 'Nagorno-Karabakh
problem' by eliminating the Arme-
nians."

Krikorian corroborated his
statement with several quotes
from Azerbaijan's government of-
ficials, resulting in "piles and piles
of evidence on genocidal intent,
which is usually one of the hard-
est things to prove in these situa-
tions," he said.

"This is not just a blockade of
the 5 km-wide Lachin Corridor, this
is cutting off of gas supplies, cutting
off electricity, cutting off internet,"
said Krikorian, who highlighted a
larger plan by the Aliyev regime, that
has been in power for decades and
generations. "When we look at situ-
ations that call for meaningful peace
agreements, we have to look at
whether the leaders are preparing
for peace or more war. It's clear the
President of Azerbaijan, and his part-
ner [Turkey's President] Erdogan,
are preparing the people of Azerbaijan
for more war, through their racist

policies and education they've given
their children."

The question and answer ses-
sion touched upon the psychologi-
cal impact of the blockade on the
local population, shortages of elec-
tricity and fuel, efforts to clear clus-
ter mines from the 2020 war and
prior, and Azerbaijan's motives to
depopulate Artsakh ofits Armenian
population.

"Aliyev said it clearly that [he
sees] Artsakh without Armenians,"
said Vardanyan. "Ethnic cleansing is
a goal that the regime declared and
it's not a secret."

In the face of these seemingly
tremendous challenges, Vardanyan
conveyed the hopes sustained by
the Artsakh Armenians as he trav-
els around the territory and talks to
families in different villages, who
reiterate their strength and ability
to continue to live in difficult con-
ditions.

Vardanyan concluded, "Artsakh
Armenians share the values and im-
portance of the past, but are ready to
fight for their future."”
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Kocharlan right now.

With regard to Nagorno-Karabakh, the Conference Co-Chalrs will meet in Paris
In early February. You should send Boris Pastukhav there armed with all of the
arguments you can muster for having the Co-Chairs visit Stepanakert. I am ready
to go back, but only If I am convineed it will do some good. Perhaps Pastukhov did
not report to you all the details of our last visit when Ghoukasian compared the co-
chairs to the notorlous “trolkas” during Stalin’s purges and accused of us of
plotting the elimination of the N-K Armenians, I'm in no great hurry to be treated
to another reception like that, We sgree that we've got to support Ter-Petrossian.
We understand that there is a real struggle going on between Ter-Petrossian and

YMP: Yes, I can tell you that Kocharlan wants to be President of Armenis. Look,
the N-K Armenians are an obstacle. Let’s not beat around the bush about that.

* But what can we do? We have to face It and overcome it. I have been for a
package agreement all along. Stepanakert was agalnst It. Then we I proposed a
step-by-step approach both Baku and Stepanakert were opposed.
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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Norayr Daduryan Armeno-Turkish
Translation Services

From Armeno-Turkish to Armenian and English languages.
Bring your family's history back to life!
Family letters, postcards, diaries, and more...

Please reach out for quotes
Website: norayr.daduryan.com
Email: norayrdaduryan@gmail.com
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