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URGENT

APPEAL
FOR ALEPPO

Once again, our communities are hit hard following the
recent devastating earthquake that hit Turkey and Syria.
Our fellow Armenians lost loved ones. Residential structures,
community centers, businesses and, above all,

educational institutions suffered significant damages.

Our brothers and sisters in Aleppo &
the Guiligian School need your urgent help...

The Armenian Educational Benevolent Union - AEBU, with all
its chapters, is appealing to all of you to give and to give
generously to help rebuild this very important beacon of education

for Armenians in Aleppo for many decades and secure a safe learning

environment for our children.

In collaboration with GUILIGIAN BENEVOLENT FOUNDATION - USA
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now af:
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You may also send your donations by check to: AEBU 1060 N. Allen Avenue Pasadena CA 91104

www.massispost.com AEBU.ORG/ALEPPO
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Pashinyan-Aliyev-Blinken Talks
Held in Munich

MUNICH -- The leaders of Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan met in Munich
on Saturday for talks organized by
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken.

“We believe that Armenia and
Azerbaijan have a genuinely historic
opportunity to secure enduring peace
after more than 30 years of conflict,”
Blinken said at the start of his trilateral
meeting with Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian and Azerbaijani Presi-
dent [lham Aliyev.

“The parties themselves have re-
newed their focus on the peace pro-
cess, including through direct conver-
sation as well as with the EU and
ourselves,” he said. “The United States
is committed to doing anything we can
to support these efforts, whether it’s
directly with our friends, whether it’s
in a trilateral format such as this or

with other international partners.”

"I’'m very grateful for the pres-
ence of both the president and the
prime minister today, and look for-
ward to a good conversation. Thank
you,” the US State Department quoted
Blinken as saying.

“The trilateral meeting between
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan, United States Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev took place
within the framework of the Munich
Security Conference. The course of
the works around a peace treaty draft
between Armenia and Azerbaijan was
discussed at the meeting, as well as the
unblocking of regional transport infra-
structures and delimitation between

Continued onpage3

EU Starts New Monitoring Mission
to Armenia-Azerbaijan Border

YEREVAN — The European
Union announced on Monday the launch
of a new and more long-term monitor-
ing mission to Armenia’s volatile bor-
der with Azerbaijan which is strongly
opposed by Russia.

It said that the 100 or so monitors
sent by various EU member states will
strive to “contribute to stability in the
border areas of Armenia, build confi-
dence and human security in conflict
affected areas, and ensure an environ-
ment conducive to the normalization
efforts between Armenia and
Azerbaijan.”

“The total — exclusively civilian
— staff of the EUMA [EU Mission in
Armenia] will be approximately 100,
including around 50 unarmed observ-
ers,” the EU added in a statement.

It did not specify whether the
other members of the two-year mis-
sion will carry weapons. Recent news
reports said that the EU monitors will
include officers of the German police
and the French gendarmerie.

The EU already deployed 40 ci-
vilian monitors to Armenian border
areas in late October on a two-month
mission agreed during an Armenian-

Azerbaijani summit in in Prague. The
agreement followed the September
border clashes between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forces which left more
than 300 soldiers dead.

The EUMA was formally es-
tablished by a Council Decision on
23 January 2023. The Operational
Headquarters of the mission will be
in Yeghegnadzor, in Armenia’s
Vayots Dzor province. EEAS Man-
aging Director of the Civilian Plan-
ning and Conduct Capability (CPCC)
Stefano Tomat will serve as the Ci-
vilian Operation Commander, while
Markus Ritter will serve as the Head
of Mission.

We Will Continue to Stand by Armenia and
My Friend Nikol Pashinyan.
Emmanuel Macron

MUNICH — In his speech at the
Munich Security Conference, French
President Emmanuel Macron an-
nounced that he will continue to stand
by Armenia and Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan.

The main part of Macron’s
speech was related to the Russian-
Ukrainian conflict, but the leader of
France also referred to the situation in
the South Caucasus.

“In a few days it will be the
anniversary of the illegal Russian ag-
gression against Ukraine, and although
we cannot make final conclusions, we
can summarize this year and share
certain perspectives. Naturally, the
core of my speech will be the war
unleashed by Russia against Ukraine,
but I must mention that we do not
forget the ongoing wars in the
Caucasus, the Middle East, Africa, the
fight against terrorism, nuclear secu-
rity and other issues.

Our task today is to explain, to
make it clear that Russia is a force that
spreads instability and chaos, which it
doesnotonly in Ukraine, butalso in the
Caucasus, the Middle East, Africa.

How can we believe that the chal-

lenges of the Caucasus can be over-
come by the neo-colonial Russia that I
described a moment ago? I am saying
this in the presence of my friend,
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, with
whom we will continue to stand and
act,” Macron said.

On the sidelines of the Munich
Security Conference, Prime Minister
Pashinyan had a short meeting with
French President Emmanuel Macron.
The interlocutors exchanged ideas on
regional security and stability issues.

Armenian and Turkish Foreign Ministers
Hold Talks in Ankara

ANKARA -- Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan paid a visit
to Turkey on Feb. 15 and held talks
with Turkish Foreign Minister Mevliit
Cavusoglu in Ankara to express his
country’s solidarity with the people
of Turkey. Mirzoyan also visited
Adiyaman, one of the quake-hit prov-
inces where the Armenian teams are
delivering humanitarian aid. A second
convoy full of aid arrived in the city
on Feb. 15.

Armenia’s assistance to victims
of the devastating earthquake in Tur-
key could facilitate the normalization
of relations between the two neighbor-
ing states, Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglusaid after holding talks
with his visiting Armenian counterpart

Ararat Mirzoyan on Wednesday.

"Armenia has extended its hand
of friendship, showed solidarity and
cooperation with us in this difficult
time ... We need to continue this soli-
darity," Cavusoglu told a joint news
conference in Ankara with Mirzoyan.

“The normalization process in
the South Caucasus region is going on.
We believe that our cooperation in the
humanitarian field will support this
process,” he added, according to
Reuters.

Inthatregard, Cavusoglu pointed
not only to ongoing efforts to improve
Turkish-Armenian relations but also
Armenian-Azerbaijani peace talks.

Continued on page4



p

Massis Weekly

PM Pashinyan, Senator Menendez Discuss
the Humanitarian Crisis in Artsakh

MUNICH -- Within the frame-
work of the Munich Security Confer-
ence, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
had a meeting with Bob Menendez,
chairman of the US Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

The interlocutors discussed the
developments taking place in the South
Caucasus region, the situation around

Nagorno Karabakh.

The Prime Minister referred to
the difficult humanitarian situation in
Nagorno-Karabakh due to the illegal
blocking of the Lachin Corridor by
Azerbaijan. The consistent attention
and targeted response of the interna-
tional community in this direction was
highlighted.

Z.akharova:

Moscow Considers EU Mission to Armenia
as Attempt to Squeeze it From the Region

MOSCOW — Russia has ac-
cused the European Union of trying to
squeeze it out of the South Caucasus,
reacting to the deployment of some
100 EU monitors to Armenia’s border
with Azerbaijan.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
insisted that the monitoring mission,
officially launched on Monday, will
not reduce the risk of fresh fighting on
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border.

“Unfortunately, it is not the first
time we have recorded the desire of
the European Union and the West as a
whole to gain a foothold in our ally
Armenia by any means,” the ministry
spokeswoman, Maria Zakharova, said
in written comments.

“We see in these attempts a
solely geopolitical background which
is far from the interests of a real
normalization of relations in the
Transcaucasus. Everything is being
done to squeeze Russia out of the
region and weaken its historical role
as the main guarantor of security,”
she charged.

“Emphasizing the exclusively
civilian nature of the new mission,
the representatives of the European
Union are not honest. It is in the
sidelines of the EU’s Common Secu-
rity and Defense Policy, so it needs
to be treated accordingly. Alas, it is
not the first time that we record the
desire of the EU and the entire West
to strengthen its positions in our ally
Armenia by all means”. Zakharova
stated

Zakharova reiterated the offi-
cial Russian line that Armenian-
Azerbaijani agreements brokered by
Moscow during and after the 2020
war in Nagorno-Karabakh will re-
main “the key factor of stability and
security in the region in the foresee-
able future.”

Russia is ready to host a meet-

ing of the foreign Ministers of Ar-
meniaand Azerbaijan, Zakharova said
during a press briefing.

She said that at meetings with
the special representative of the Rus-
sian Foreign Minister [gor Khovayev,
representatives of Armenia and
Azerbaijan confirmed their interest
in Russia’s mediation in the negotia-
tions on a peace treaty.

“Both the Armenian and
Azerbaijani sides have confirmed
their interest in our country’s me-
diation,” she said, commenting on
the trip of Igor Khovayev, Special
Representative of the Russian For-
eign Minister for promoting the nor-
malization of Armenian-Azerbaijani
relations, to Yerevan and Baku.

Deputy Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Russian Federation,
Mikhail Galuzin, claimed that the
decision of Brussels to launch an EU
civilian mission in Armenia has a
clear geopolitical context, which does
not contribute to real stabilization in
Transcaucasia. The Russian diplo-
mat announced this during a tele-
phone conversation with Toivo Klaar,
the EU’s special representative in
the South Caucasus.
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New US Ambassador Presents Credentials to
Armenian President

YEREVAN — The new United
States Ambassador to Armenia Kristina
Kvien officially presented her creden-
tials to President of Armenia Vahagn
Khachaturyan on February 21.

“It’s the honor of a lifetime to be
U.S. Ambassador to Armenia. The
United States deeply values our part-
nership with Armenia, which is based
on our shared democratic values. 1
look forward to working closely with
the Armenian government to advance
the bilateral relationship and support
efforts to promote a peaceful and pros-
perous future for Armenia and the
South Caucasus region,” said Ambas-
sador Kvien.

Prior to her arrival in Armenia,
Ambassador Kvien served as the Charge
d’Affaires and Deputy Chief of Mis-
sion at U.S. Embassy Kyiv from 2019
until 2022.

Previously, she served as Act-

ing Deputy Chief of Mission and
Minister Counselor for Economic
Affairs at U.S. Embassy Paris; Act-
ing Deputy Chief of Mission and
Economic Counselor at U.S. Em-
bassy Bangkok; Economic Counse-
lor at U.S. Embassy London; and
Director for European Union, Ukraine,
and Belarus Affairs at the National
Security Council in the Executive Of-
fice of the President. Ambassador
Kvien also served at U.S. Embassy
Moscow; the U.S. Mission to the Eu-
ropean Union in Brussels; the U.S.
Embassy Manila; and Washington, DC,
where she worked on European Union
issues and on bilateral relations with
Slovenia.

Ambassador Kvien is a native of
California, with a BA in Political Sci-
ence from Occidental College and an
MS in Strategic Studies from the U.S.
Army War College.

UN Court Says Baku Should Ensure Free
Movement Along Lachin Corridor
Rejects Azerbaijan’s Request

The Republic of Azerbaijan shallin
accordance with its obligations under
the International Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Racial Discrimi-
nation, take all measures at its disposal to
ensure unimpeded movement of per-
sons, vehicles and cargo along the Lachin
Corridor in both directions-

The International Court of Jus-
tice today indicated a provisional mea-
sure against Azerbaijan.

At the same time, the Court re-
jected Azerbaijan’s request for provi-
sional measure against Armenia.

On January 30 the Court held a
public hearing on the Request for the
indication of provisional measures sub-
mitted by Armenia.

The Agent of Armenia made the
following request to the Court:

On the basis of its Request for
provisional measures dated 27 De-
cember 2022, its letter dated 26 Janu-
ary 2023 and its oral pleadings, Arme-
nia respectfully requests the Court to
indicate the following provisional mea-
sures pending its determination of this
case on the merits:

Azerbaijan shall cease its orches-
tration and support of the alleged ‘pro-
tests’ blocking uninterrupted free
movement along the Lachin Corridor
in both directions.’

Azerbaijan shall ensure uninter-

rupted free movement of all persons,
vehicles, and cargo along the Lachin
Corridor in both directions.’

Azerbaijan shall immediately fully
restore and refrain from disrupting or
impeding the provision of natural gas
and other public utilities to Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Azerbaijan, in turn, had asked the
Court to ensure that “Armenia immedi-
ately takes all necessary steps to en-
able Azerbaijan to undertake the prompt,
safe and effective demining of the
towns, villages, and other areas to
which Azerbaijani civilians will return”
including by providing information
about the location, quantity, type and
characteristics of landmines, booby
traps and other explosive devices “to
enable Azerbaijani internally displaced
persons to return to their homes.”
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Armenia’s GDP in 2022 Grew by 12.6%
to About $21 Billion

YEREVAN — Armenia’s
economy grew by 12.6 percent last
year on the back of soaring trade with
and cash flows from Russia, accord-
ing to government data released on
Monday.

The Armenian government’s Sta-
tistical Committee registered the sharp-
est gains in trade and other services
that generated more than half of the
country’ GDP worth almost 8.5 tril-
lion drams ($21 billion). The services
sector excluding trade alone expanded
by over 28 percent, according to it.

By comparison, Armenian indus-
trial output grew by about 8 percent
while agricultural production was flat
in 2022.

Armenia was initially expected to
be hit hard by the barrage of sanctions
imposed by the United States, the Eu-
ropean Union and other Western pow-
ers on Russia, the South Caucasus
nation’s leading trading partner, fol-
lowing the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Russian-Armenian trade fell in
March but recovered strongly in the
following months as the Russian
economy proved more resilient than
expected. It almost doubled to $4.4
billion in January-November 2022,
accounting for more than one-third of
Armenia’s overall foreign trade.

Armenian exports to Russianearly
tripled to just over $2 billion in the
eleven-month period. They most prob-
ably included goods manufactured in
third countries and re-exported from
Armeniato Russia as a consequence of
the Western sanctions.

According to the Armenian Cen-
tral Bank, individual remittances from

Russia to Armenia quadrupled to al-
most $3.2 billion in January-Novem-
ber 2022. Much of that money is
thought to have been deposited in local
banks by tens of thousands of Rus-
sians who relocated to the South
Caucasus country after the outbreak
of the war in Ukraine.

According to the official statis-
tics, the most significant growth were
reported by financial and insurance
sectors, which grew by 46.9%, infor-
mation and communication — 45.9%,
as well as transport and storage —
45.2%.

Accommodation and catering
sectors grew by 23.6%, professional,
scientific and technical activities — by
19.9%, administration and related ac-
tivities — by 19.7%, construction — by
18.8%, wholesale and retail trade, car
and motorcycle repair — by 16.8% and
processing industry — by 11.9%.

Other areas that showed growth
compared to 2021 include culture,
entertainment and recreation services
— 9.7%, education — 7.4%, public ad-
ministration, mandatory social secu-
rity — 6.6%, activities related to real
estate — 6.4%, water and wastewater,
waste management and recycling —
6.3%, supply of electricity, gas, steam
and quality air — 3.3%.

The largest decline was recorded
in health care and social services —
6.3%. Decline was also observed in
mining industry and operation of open
mines —3.4%, as well as in agriculture,
forestry and fisheries — 0.7%.

Armenia’s government growth
projection for 2022 was 7%. ($1 —
392.89 drams)

Armenia to Receive 12,5% Shares of
Amulsar Gold Mine Operator

ko

Armenia will re- |
ceive 12,5% shares of
Lydian Armenia for the
company to resume op-
erations. A

Furthermore, the |
Armenian government s
will not make any spend-
ing.

Minister of [ES
Economy Vahan |
Kerobyan earlier said that
a $250,000,000 agree- == :
ment will be signed with Lydian Arme-
nia, the operator of the Amulsar gold
mine, which will restart operations.

Asked whether or not the gov-
ernment is buying $250,000,000 in

R

shares of the company, the ministry
said the government is not making
any spending. “No, the government
isn’t spending anything,” the minis-
try said.
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“Democracy is Irreversible in Armenia” —
Council of Europe Launches New Action
Plan for Armenia

YEREVAN — The Council of
Europe Action Plan for Armenia 2023-
2026 was officially launched on Feb-
ruary 16 in Yerevan.

The main beneficiaries of the pro-
gram are citizens of Armenia. It is
aimed at priority sectors such as the
protection of rights of women and
children and other vulnerable groups,
protection of human rights in the armed
forces, fight against corruption, judi-
cial reforms and others.

Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan and the Deputy Secretary
General of the Council of Europe Bjorn
Berge participated in the event.

“The action plan is a key instru-
ment in the ambitious reforms agenda
of the Armenian government aimed at
the further development of democratic
institutions in line with European stan-
dards, establishment of an indepen-
dent judiciary and strengthening of
anti-corruption institutions,” Foreign
Minister of Armenia Ararat Mirzoyan
said at the event.

The Foreign Minister said the
positive reaction from stakeholders on
the previous actions plans is “promis-
ing, and at the same time obligating” in
terms of setting a higher bar for the
implementation of this action plan. In
this regard the Foreign Minister reaf-
firmed the Armenian government’s
unconditional commitment to the prin-
ciples and values of the Council of
Europe, which are stipulated in the
Armenian government’s program.

“The commitment and political
will of the government are of key
importance for reforms. At the same
time, cooperation with international
partners is highly important for having
sustainable success and tangible re-
sults,” FM Mirzoyan said.

“We are pleased to note that the
positive experience in implementing
the previous action plans developed
the conviction among our partners
that the main beneficiaries of these
programs are the citizens of Armenia,
programs which are aimed at priority
sectors such as social justice, the
rights of women and children and
other vulnerable groups, human rights
protection in the armed forces, the
fight against corruption, judicial re-
forms, de-centralization and promo-
tion of local self-government,” the
FM said.

Deputy Secretary General of the
Council of Europe Bjorn Berge said the
launch of the Council of Europe Action

Plan for Armenia 2023-2026 is yet
another step in the positive journey
that Armenia and the Council of Eu-
rope are taking together.

“The action plan we are launch-
ing today and the proactive approach
of the Armenian authorities are very
great samples of what must be done in
practice all over Europe. Of course,
the action plan is only a part, but a very
important part of the overall coopera-
tion between the Council of Europe
and Armenia,” the Deputy Secretary
General of the Council of Europe said.

He said that Armenia has been a
member of the Council of Europe for
more than two decades and has con-
tinually made important contributions
in the organization, and at the same
time benefited from the organization’s
expertise and joint cooperation.

He said it has been interesting to
follow the evolution of the relationship
and new initiatives over the years,
including major reforms.

“The Council of Europe has very
much appreciated the excellent coop-
eration with Armenia and the progress
made in several areas, at least through
the most recent joint action plan which
concluded last year. What has been
achieved within that framework is sub-
stantial and significant,” Berge added,
noting the new, improved Judicial Code
and Criminal Code, the anti-corruption
strategy and other reforms of key
importance. “The new action plan we
are launching today is designed to help
Armenia take further steps forward in
dealing with them.”

The action plan includes new
areas of cooperation in the plan, such
as freedom of expression, also for the
media, measures to protect personal
data, social and labor rights, environ-
ment, good governance, local govern-
ment reforms, joint fight against
cybercrime and other areas.

“Overall it is intended to make
life better for the people of this great
country, underpinned by the commit-
ment from the Armenian authorities
and with the support and cooperation
of the Council of Europe. Looking
back, much has been achieved in this
country in recent times, but together
we can achieve yet more. | am very
grateful to the Armenian authorities
for their firm determination and politi-
cal commitment , as well as to the EU
and all the partners and donors who
are providing the financial support re-
quired,” Berge said.
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Dr. Taner Akcam to Speak at Fresno State
on “The First Decision of the Armenian
Genocide and the Role of the Kurds in
Ottoman Documents”

FRESNO — Historian Dr. Taner
Akg¢am will speak on “The First Deci-
sion of the Armenian Genocide and the
Role of the Kurds in Ottoman Docu-
ments” at 7:00PM on Friday, March 3,
2023, in the University Business Cen-
ter, Alice Peters Auditorium, on the
Fresno State campus. A reception will
take place immediately before the lec-
ture from 6:00-7:00PM in the Univer-
sity Business Center Gallery. The event
is part of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram Spring 2023 Lecture Series.

Based on some newly available
Ottoman documents, Dr. Ak¢cam will
revisit the question of the final decision
to exterminate the Armenian popula-
tion. He will show that the first deci-
sion to exterminate Armenians, con-
trary to the common belief in the field,
was not taken in February-March 1915
but much earlier, in the beginning weeks
of the First World War in December
1914. He will also show that the letters
belonging to Bahaattin Sakir revealing
the decision of total extermination of
the Armenians published by Aram
Andonian are authentic.

The role of the Kurds during the
Genocide is another important topic
that Dr. Ak¢am will discuss. He will
introduce some new Ottoman docu-
ments and argue that some Kurdish
tribes acted not on the order of the
central government and attacked the
Armenian villages singlehandedly out-
side the central government’s control.

Historian Dr. Taner Ak¢am is the
inaugural director of the Armenian
Genocide Research Program at the
UCLA Promise Institute. Before com-
ingto UCLA, Ak¢am held the Kaloosdian
and Mugar Endowed Chair of Arme-
nian Genocide Studies at Clark Univer-
sity. Dr. Ak¢am is widely recognized
as one of the first Turkish scholars to
write extensively on the Ottoman-Turk-
ish Genocide of the Armenians in the
early 20th century. He published ex-

tensively on Armenian Genocide and
Turkish Nationalism. His most known
books are A Shameful Act: The Arme-
nian Genocide and the Question of
Turkish Responsibility (Metropolitan
Books, 2006) and “Young Turks’
Crime Against Humanity: The Arme-
nian Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing in
the Ottoman Empire (Princeton Uni-
versity Press, 2012), received several
awards. Akcam’s latest book is “Kill-
ing Orders: Talat Pasha’s Telegrams
and the Armenian Genocide (Palgrave,
2018).

He is the founder of Krikor
Guerguerian Online Archive.

The reception and lecture are
free and open to the public. Parking is
available in Fresno State Lot P6, near
the University Business Center, Fresno
State. A parking pass is not required
for the Friday evening presentation.

The presentation will also be live-
streamed on YouTube at: https://bit.ly/
armenianstudiesyoutube.

For information about upcoming
Armenian Studies Program presenta-
tions, please follow us on our Facebook
page, @ArmenianStudiesFresnoState
or at the Program website, https://
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

Armenian and Turkish Foreign Ministers

Continued from page 1

FM Mirzoyan said that Armenia
isnotunfamiliar with the sorrow which
befell upon thousands of families in
Turkey as a result of the devastating
earthquake, because the Armenian
people faced the same tragedy in 1988.

“l once again express condo-
lences to the families of the many
thousands of victims of the devastat-
ing earthquake, the people and govern-
ment of Turkey, and I wish swift
recovery to all those injured,” the Ar-
menian Foreign Minister said during
the press conference.

“One of the bitterest pages of the
history of my nation is the devastating
Spitak earthquake of 1988, and today
the sorrow which befell upon thou-
sands of families in Turkey is not
unfamiliar to us. Such natural disas-
ters and their volumes go beyond the
borders of countries, becoming global
tragedies. And the world must act with
a united front to overcome them. I

believe that the international commu-
nity must not remain indifferent to-
wards any humanitarian crisis happen-
ing anywhere around the globe. And it
was by this very principle that imme-
diately after the devastating earthquake
the government of Armenia made a
decision to send rescuers and humani-
tarian aid to Turkey. I thank Mr.
Cavusoglu for his words of apprecia-
tion addressed to our rescuers and
overall the Armenian presence and
support. I am very happy that our
rescuers were able to save lives in
cooperation with their partners,” the
Armenian Foreign Minister said.

FM Mirzoyan said it is very mean-
ingful that the Armenian-Turkish land
border, which is closed for over 30
years, was opened on February 11 for
the Armenian humanitarian aid. “The
same happened yesterday evening and
in a few hours another batch of hu-
manitarian aid will reach Adiyaman,”
Mirzoyan said.

“This understanding of coop-
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Famous American astronaut Garrett Reisman
Refused to Participate in International
Congress in Azerbaijan

LOS ANGELES — Famous
American astronaut Garrett Reisman
has declined from participating in the
next International Astronautical Con-
gress (IAC) to be held in Baku, the
capital of Azerbaijan, citing that
country’s military aggression against
Armenia.

“Why is the International Astro-
nautical Congress (IAC) being held in
Azerbaijan, a country that is guilty of
recent military aggression against its
neighbor Armenia? Azerbaijan is one
of the most corrupt countries, it has
one of the worst human rights indica-
tors in Europe. I will not go, and if you
are planning to go, please reconsider,”
Raisman wrote on his Tweeter post.

Healsoreminded that Azerbaijan’s
military aggression against Armenia
started in September of last year, which
was condemned by the European Par-
liament.

In his Twitter microblog, the as-
tronaut also shared the reports and
assessments of a number of interna-
tional organizations.

A recent Freedom House report
places Azerbaijan in a four-way tie
with Russia, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan as the most corrupt coun-
tries in Europe and Central Asia.

Reporters without Borders ranks
Azerbaijan in the 154th place out of
180 nations (just 1 spot ahead of Rus-
sia, congratulations, Azerbaijan!) on
the Press Freedom Index.

Transparency International ranks
Azerbaijan as 128th out of 180 nations
on their current Corruption Percep-
tions Index — again just one place

12

above Russia—well done, Azerbaijan
Reisman added.

The next International Astronau-
tical Congress is slated for October in
Baku.

Garrett Erin Reisman is an Ameri-
can engineer and former NASA astro-
naut. He was a backup crew member
for Expedition 15 and joined Expedi-
tion 16 aboard the International Space
Station for a short time before becom-
ing a member of Expedition 17. He
returned to Earth on June 14, 2008 on
board STS-124 on Space Shuttle Dis-
covery. He was a member of the STS-
132 mission that traveled to the Interna-
tional Space Station aboard Space
Shuttle Atlantis from May 14 to 26,
2010. He is a consultant at SpaceX and
a Professor of Astronautics Practice at
the University of Southern California’s
Viterbi School of Engineering.

Pashinyan-Aliyev-Blinken Talks

Continued from page 1

the two countries in accordance with
the agreement reached in Prague. Prime
Minister Pashinyanreiterated Armenia’s
commitment to achieve the signing of
apeace treaty that would truly guaran-
tee lasting peace and stability in the
region. At the same time, Nikol
Pashinyan stressed the fact of the
illegal blockade of Lachin corridor by
Azerbaijan and the resulting humani-
tarian, environmental and energy cri-
sis in Nagorno Karabakh. The continu-
ity of the peace process between Ar-
meniaand Azerbaijan was highlighted,”
the Prime Minister’s Office said in a
read-out.

Aliyev told Azerbaijani television

that the summit was “constructive.” He
spoke of “progress” in Armenia’s posi-
tion on the peace treaty sought by Baku.

Aliyev again defended Azerbaijani
government-backed protesters block-
ing the Lachin corridor to Karabakh on
ostensibly environmental grounds. He
reportedly said that Azerbaijan should
be able to set up a permanent check-
point in the corridor.

The Russian-brokered agreement
that stopped the 2020 Armenian-
Azerbaijani war placed Karabakh’s land
link with Armenia under the control of
Russian peacekeepers. It also commit-
ted Baku to guaranteeing safe passage
through it. Yerevan has repeatedly con-
demned the blockade as a gross viola-
tion of these provisions.

eration can contribute to our ongoing
normalization process,” Cavusoglu said,
citing mutual efforts to establishing
diplomatic ties and opening the bor-
ders. “We have agreed to take steps to
accelerate the normalization,” he said,
informing that the two sides will coop-
erate for the reconstruction of bridges
and roads connecting the two sides.
Cavusoglu said they have also
reviewed the general situation in the
southern Caucasus and the ongoing
talks between Baku and Yerevan for a
lasting and comprehensive peace
agreement. “A lasting peace in the

southern Caucasus will not only con-
tribute to the regional economy but
will also play arole in connecting Asia
and Europe through the east-west cor-
ridor whose importance increased af-
ter the pandemic and the Russian-
Ukrainian war,” he stated.

For his part, Mirzoyan under-
lined the need for international solidar-
ity and cooperation in responding to
such big disasters and his government
wanted to help Turkey in line with this
principle. “I want to thank you for
your commending words,” the Arme-
nian minister told Cavusoglu.
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5t. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church Men's Forum
[Ladies & Families Always Welcome)

Thursday, March 2, 2023 - 6:30 P.M.

TOFICS OF DISCUSSION FOLLOWED BY 0 & A

L

Pasadena’s Achievements — Challenges -

Mew Developments

Discussing the Issues of : Homelessness, Crime,
Traffic etc, and Solutions..

Housing - Measure H and other challenging city
functions moving forward

Pasadena's relationship and interactions with the
large and strong Armenian Community of
Pazadena and all its organizations

Pasadena’s Condemnation of Azerbaijan

Pasadena officially declared its support for Armenian
American residents in its denouncement of
Azerbaijan's military aggression in Artsakh.

Mayor Gordo's Declaration:

“The City Of Pasadena stands in solidarity with the people of Artsakh and although we're
separated by distance we condemn the humanitarian catastrophe and pledge our ongoing

support locally™... =

At 5t Gregory the luminafor Church "Gersgos Hall™ 2215 E. Colorado Blvd,, Fazsdens

REVE'S Are A Must Ay Dinner Will Be Served

Church Donation 530

Hilda Gourditian: $246-005-0508, Ardash Gourdikior 020-299-1914, Church OfF - 626-440-1523

Sponzer A Dinner in Memery of @ Loved One, g Birdhday, an Anniversary, in Recogniion of @ Friend
or Family Member, o Grodumion & for any Other Event. Pleave Comtaed Hildo Courdifdan above.
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