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URGENT

APPEAL
FOR ALEPPO

Once again, our communities are hit hard following the

recent devastating earthquake that hit Turkey and Syria.

Our fellow Armenians lost loved ones. Residential structures,

community centers, businesses and, above all,
educational institutions suffered significant damages.

Our brothers and sisters in Aleppo &
the Guiligian School need your urgent help...

The Armenian Educational Benevolent Union - AEBU, with all
its chapters, is appealing to all of you to give and to give
generously to help rebuild this very important beacon of education

for Armenians in Aleppo for many decades and secure a safe learning

environment for our children.

In collaboration with GUILIGIAN BENEVOLENT FOUNDATION - USA

@ Please donate

now af:

=

You may also send your donations by check to: AEBU 1060 N. Allen Avenue Pasadena CA 91104

AEBU.ORG/ALEPPO

o A.m.‘*‘
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Alen Simonyan:

Russia Should Be More Restrained and Admit
That it Cannot Ensure Armenia's Security

YEREVAN -- The Speaker of
Parliament Alen Simonyan called on
Moscow to be more restrained and
admit that it is unable to ensure
Armenia's security as stipulated by
Russian-Armenian treaties and the
CSTO treaty.

Speaking to reporters, Simonyan
said Russia certainly plays arole in the
normalization of Armenian-Azerbaijani
relations, and Russian peacekeepers
are deployed in Nagorno-Karabakh,
but its angry and emotional reaction to
others' efforts to help Armenia and
Azerbaijan normalize their relations is
incomprehensible.

In response to the deployment of
some 100 EU monitors to Armenia’s
border with Azerbaijan Russia accused
the European Union of trying to squeeze
it out of the South Caucasus. In an
official statement, the Russian Foreign
Ministry argued that the civilian moni-
toring mission will not reduce the risk
of fresh fighting on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border.

"I think Russia should be a little
more calm, restrained and should un-
derstand that Armenia has its own
interests and security problems, which
should be ensured despite geopolitical
fluctuations, someone's desires or jeal-
ousy," Simonyan said.He also added

that Russia should publicly admit that
it cannot solve Armenia's security is-
sues.

"They always say they are in
favor of someone else being able to
solve the issue differently. But the fact
is that it is up to them to solve this
issue. They should have solved this
issue (reopening of the Lachin corri-
dor, the only road linking Nagorno-
Karabakh and Armenia). Let's be hon-
est, they are the ones who are to
ensure our security and territorial in-

Continued on page4

Armenian Government Leaders
Pay Tribute to the Memory of Victims of
Sumgait Massacres

YEREVAN — On the 35th anni-
versary of the massacre of Armenians
in Sumgait, President Vahagn Khach-
aturyan, Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan, , Speaker of the National Assem-
bly Alen Simonyan, other high-ranking
officials, visited the Tsitsernakaberd
Memorial in Yerevan to pay tribute to
the memory of the victims of the mas-
sacre, the parliament’s press service
said in a press release.

The top leadership placed a
wreath and flowers at the cross-stones
commemorating the victims of the

Armenians who were killed in the po-
groms organized by the Azerbaijani
authorities in the cities of Sumgait,
Kirovabad and Baku.

“Bowing to the memory of the
innocent victims of the tragedy in
Sumgait, we should, more than ever,
demonstrate our invincible will to pro-
tect the inviolable rights of our compa-
triots of Artsakh to live peacefully and
prosperously in their ancient home-
land”, President Vahagn Khachaturyan

Continued onpage3

Serge Lavrov: The Trilateral Statement
Does Not Provide for the Creation of a
Checkpoint in the Lachin Corridor

BAKU—Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov indicated on Tuesday Russia’s
opposition to Azerbaijan’s desire to set
up a checkpoint on the sole road con-
necting Nagorno-Karabakh to Arme-
nia which was blocked by Baku more
than two months ago.

Visiting Baku, Lavrov said traffic
through the Lachin corridor must be
regulated in strict conformity with a
2020 Armenian-Azerbaijani agreement
that placed it under the control of
Russian peacekeepers stationed in
Karabakh.

“[The Lachin corridor] function-
ing mode must be in full compliance
with the 9-10 November 2020 trilateral
statement, which means the need to
ensure the free movement of exclu-
sively civilian and humanitarian cargo
and civilians. That’s what we are striv-
ing for, first of all through the Russian
peacekeeping contingent. It is not en-
visaged to create any checkpoints
there,” Lavrov said after talks with his
Azerbaijani counterpart Jeyhun
Bayramov.

“But it is possible to dispel, by
technical means, suspicions that the

corridor is not functioning as intended.
We discussed that today,” he said.

Lavrovalludedto Azerbaijani al-
legations that Armenia shipped
landmines to Karabakh through the
corridor in breach of the 2020 ceasefire
brokered by Moscow.

Lavrov emphasized that Russia s
ready to facilitate the conclusion of a
peace treaty between Baku and
Yerevan.

Continued on page4

Standard and Poor’s Upgrades Armenia’s
Credit Outlook to Positive

NEW YORK — Standard and
Poor’s has revised its outlook on the
long-term sovereign credit rating on
Armenia to positive from stable. Si-
multaneously, itaffirmed the ‘B+’ long-
term and ‘B’ short-term sovereign
credit ratings on the sovereign.

The positive outlook reflects
S&P’s view of improved prospects
for Armenia’s economy as well as its
fiscal and external position due to posi-
tive spillovers from the war in Ukraine.
Absent substantial regional geopoliti-
cal deterioration, labor and financial
inflows from Russia could boost
Armenia’s long-term economic growth
potential and structurally improve the
country’s fiscal and external balance
sheets, reducing its vulnerability to
shocks.

“Since the outbreak of the war in
Ukraine, Armenia has experienced posi-
tive spillovers in the form of large
labor and capital inflows from Russia.
Given deep economic and cultural ties,
and strong travel links, Armenia has
emerged as one of the key destinations
for Russian individuals and businesses
trying to escape domestic political risks
and the adverse effects of international
sanctions. In turn, migrant inflows
have boosted economic growth to
double digits (estimated at about 12.6%
in real terms in 2022) and narrowed
Armenia’s persistent twin deficits. This
has also resulted in the appreciation of

the Armenian dram against the U.S.
dollar by almost 18% over the past
year, significantly reducing external
and governmental debt stocks in USD
terms, and partly mitigating price pres-
sures. Unlike other countries, Armenia
is insulated from the global energy
price shock due to long-term gas con-
tracts with Russia, with prices fixed
well below the spot market,” Standard
and Poor’s says

The credit rating agency consid-
ers it is unlikely there will be a sharp
reversal in financial and labor inflows
to Armenia in the next 12 months.
“Barring extreme scenarios, including
the new direct military conflict with
Azerbaijan, Armenia’s near-term eco-
nomic growth prospects are set to stay
robust at roughly 4% per year in real
terms, and its external and govern-
mental balance sheets to remain stron-
ger than before the war.”

“Our ratings on Armenia are con-
strained by evolving institutional set-
tings, low income levels, weak balance-
of-payments and fiscal positions, and its
exposure to geopolitical and external
security risks. The ratings are supported
by Armenia’s strong growth outlook,
the availability of external official fund-
ing, and a prudent macroeconomic policy
framework that has helped preserve eco-
nomic and financial stability in recent
years despite multiple external shocks,”
the agency says.
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Ruben Vardanyan Dismissed
as Minister of State of Artsakh

STEPANAKERT -- Nagorno
Karabakh President Arayik
Harutyunyan issued a decree Thurs-
day dismissing State Minister Ruben
Vardanyan from his post.

During a meeting of the Cabinet
of Ministers, the Head of the State
presented the military, political and
socio-economic situation developed in
the republic as a result of the blockade
of Artsakh by Azerbaijan, as well as
the measures taken by the authorities
aimed at the solution of the emerging
issues.

President Harutyunyan also pub-
licized the decree on the dismissal of
Ruben Vardanyan from the position of
State Minister. He highly appreciated
Vardanyan’s efforts both in raising
international awareness of Artsakh and
solving numerous domestic problems
during the blockade.

Referring to Azerbaijan’s ongo-
ing blockade of Karabakh, Harutyunyan
cited the fact that “the situation then
(when Vardanyan was appointed) and
now differ greatly, both externally and
internally” as justification for his deci-
sion.

“Ruben Vardanyan and I have
been together during this whole time,
following the events and developments
happening both in Artsakh and in the
outer world on a daily basis, we have
constantly exchanged ideas about find-
ing solutions to the current situation. I
am grateful to Mr. Vardanyan for his
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Ararat Mirzoyan Meets with
President Bashar al-Assad in Damascus

eagerness to always share the respon-
sibility with me to the maximum extent
in both friendly and partnership rela-
tions and did not try to put it on me
referring to the constitutional norms.
But on the other hand, he approached
with awareness and understanding to
the scope and extent of my personal
responsibility for the situation created
in Artsakh and all future problems,”
the Head of the State highlighted.
Arayik Harutyunyan noted that
he proposed Prosecutor General
Gurgen Nersisyan to assume the re-
sponsibilities of the State Minister,
taking into account his professional
and human qualities, professionalism,
fairness, principled stance and state-
hood-orientedness.

Iran Reiterates Opposition to Any
Geopolitical Change in Region

GENEVA —Iran’srelations with
Armenia are historical and in line with
the interests of the entire region, Ira-
nian Fo-reign Minister Ho-ssein Amir-
Abdol-lahian said during a meeting
with Armenian Foreign Minister Ararat
Mirzoyan in Ge-neva, within the
framework of the high-level meeting
of the 52nd session of the UN Human
Rights Council IRNA reports.

“We’ve numerously said that the
good relations between Tehran and
Yerevanaren’t detrimental to any coun-
try. We support the development of
communication between all countries
in the Caucasian region, however be-
ing against any geopolitical change in
the region is our fundamental policy,”
the Iranian FM added.

FM Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
added that Armenia and Iran have big
potential for development of relations

especially in the economic sector.

The foreign ministers discussed
issues related to bilateral and multilat-
eral partnership, the Armenian foreign
ministry said in a read-out. Both sides
were pleased to note the high level
political dialogue between Armenia and
Iran.

Speaking about the grave hu-
manitarian situation resulting from the
blockade of Lachin corridor, FM Ararat
Mirzoyan stressed that it is imperative
that Azerbaijan immediately stops the
blockade of Nagorno Karabakh with-
out preconditions in accordance with
the terms of the 9 November 2020
trilateral statement.

The implementation of the ICJ
ruling was also underscored.

FM Mirzoyan presented the lat-
est developments in the Armenia-
Azerbaijan settlement process.

DAMASCUS -- Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad received Thursday
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ar-
menia, Ararat Mirzoyan.

President al-Assad voiced his
gratitude for Armenia’s decision to
send rescue teams and relief aid for
the quake-affected people, stressing
that the ties binding Syria with the
Armenians all over the world are his-
torical.

The President noted that building
good relationships and alliances be-
tween states with shared principles are
important for overcoming the chal-
lenges and changes.

Minister Mirzoyan conveyed the
condolences of Prime Minister of Ar-
menia Nikol Pashinyan and the Arme-

nian people, asserting that his country
cannot but stand by the Syrians and
offer them aid. He noted that Armenia
still remembers Syria’s support when
Armenia was struck by a powerful
earthquake in 1988-

The Foreign Minister added that
Syria is homeland for thousands of
Armenians who still live there.

Issues on regional and interna-
tional security were also discussed.

The Foreign Minister of Armenia
briefed the President of Syria on the
recent developments in the normaliza-
tion process of Armenia-Azerbaijan
relations, as well as the dire humanitar-
ian situation resulting from the illegal
blockade of the Lachin corridor by
Azerbaijan.

UN Secretary General: Decisions of the IC]
Are Binding And Opening of Lachin Corridor
Must Be Implemented

NEW YORK — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan had a telephone con-
versation with UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres on Thursday.

The interlocutors touched upon
the humanitarian crisis in Nagorno-
Karabakh resulted by Azerbaijan’s ille-
gal blockade of the Lachin Corridor
and issues of how to overcome it.

In particular, issues related to
sending a UN fact-finding mission to
Nagorno Karabakh and Lachin Corri-
dor were discussed.

The sides emphasized the need to
unblock the Lachin Corridor by
Azerbaijan and the importance of its
uninterrupted operation.

An agreement was reached to
continue discussions on the issue of
sending a UN mission. Antdénio
Guterres noted that he will keep the
issue in the center of attention.

The Prime Minister also high-
lighted the ruling of the UN Interna-
tional Court of Justice to meet
Armenia’s request on indication of
provisional measures regarding the
unblocking of the Lachin Corridor.

The interlocutors exchanged ideas
on issues related to the normalization of
relations between Armeniaand Azerbaijan,
protection of the rights and security of the
people of Nagorno-Karabakh.

On February 24 Anténio Guterres
issued a statement indicating that he
takes note of the Orders of the Inter-
national Court of Justice (ICJ), issued
on 22 February, in the proceedings
between the Republic of Armenia and
the Republic of Azerbaijan, Stéphane

Dujarric, Spokesman for UN Secre-
tary General Antonio Guterres, said in
a statement.

“The Secretary-General wel-
comes the trust that the Governments
of Armenia and Azerbaijan have placed
in the ICJ by asking it to resolve their
differences,” he said.

“He recalls that decisions of the
ICJ are binding and trusts that the
Parties will implement its Orders, in-
cluding the Order related to measures
to ensure unimpeded movement of
persons, vehicles and cargo along the
Lachin Corridor in both directions,”
the Spokesman said.

“The Secretary-General ex-
presses the hope that Armenia and
Azerbaijan will continue working to
improve their bilateral relations and
strongly encourages a constructive
dialogue,” Stéphane Dujarric said.
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Paris Hosts First France-Armenia
Economic Summit

PARIS -- Minister of Economy
Vahan Kerobyan participated in the
first France-Armenia economic sum-
mit in Paris.

The event provided thr Armenian
and French businessmen with an op-
portunity to learn about each other’s
activities and products and establish
new business ties.

Within the framework of the
summit, Minister Kerobyan also par-
ticipated in a round table discussion
dedicated to high technologies, as
well as sustainable and green
economy (renewable energy, waste

management, agriculture and tour-
ism).

Other participantsincluded Anne
louyot, ambassador of France to Ar-
menia, Hasmik Tolmadjian Ambassa-
dor of Armeniato France, and Frangois-
Xavier Bellamy European Member of
Parliament.

The Economic Summit was or-
ganized by the Chamber of Commerce
and Industry France Armenia in part-
nership with the CCI Paris Ile-de-
France.

More than 300 participants at-
tended the roundtables.

Amulsar Gold Mine to Resume Operations,
Will Produce $385 Million Annually

—

YEREVAN—The Armenian gov-
ernment and a Canadian-based com-
pany formally agreed on Wednesday
to restart a multimillion-dollar gold
mining project in Armenia that was
disrupted by protesters in 2018 .

The country’s former govern-
ment had granted the company, now
called Lydian Canada Ventures, a li-
cense to develop a massive gold de-
posit at Amulsar in 2016. Lydian
planned to start mining operations there
in late 2018 and produce 210,000
ounces of gold, worth $385 million at
current international prices, annually.

However, those plans were put
on hold after several dozen environ-
mental protesters started blocking all
roads leading to Amulsarin June 2018.
They said that the project would wreak
havoc on the environment.

The company, which claimed to
have invested $370 million in the project
before the blockade, filed for bank-
ruptcy protection in Canada in late
2019 before being restructured. It is
now owned by two U.S. and Canadian
equity firms specializing in mining.

The talks resulted in the signing
in Yerevan on Wednesday of a memo-
randum of understanding by Economy
Minister Vahan Kerobyan, Lydian board
member Jeffrey Coach, and a senior
executive of the Kazakhstan-based
Eurasian Development Bank (EDB).

Kerobyan said at the signing cer-
emony that the three sides aim to raise
$250 million for finishing the con-
struction of mining and smelting facili-
ties at Amulsar and installing other
equipment there. In particular, he said,
Lydian will borrow $100 million from
the EDB and another $50 million from
an unnamed Armenian bank.

Kerobyan also announced that
the U.S. and Canadian investors have
granted the Armenian government a
12.5 percent stake in the project in
return for its pledge to manage their
risks.

The operations at Amulsar will
increase Armenia’s GDP by approxi-
mately 1 percent and Lydian will be
paying between 30 and 40 billion drams
($75-$100 million) in various taxes
each year.
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The UN Has Sent Letters of Allegation to
Azerbaijan and Turkey for Involving
Mercenaries in the 44-Day War

[ \

YEREVAN — The UN sent alle-
gation letters to Azerbaijan and Turkey
for involving mercenaries in the war
unleashed against Artsakh in 2020, the
members of the UN working group on
the use of mercenaries, who have ar-
rived in Armenia, said in a press con-
ference.

The group’s mandate was formed
attheinitiative of the UN Human Rights
Council. The mandate of the group
covers broad areas, including involve-
ment of mercenaries and the use of
private military and security compa-
nies from the perspective of human
rights violations. Within the frame-
work of that mandate, the working
group conducts visits to countries,
and the visitto Armenia is one of them.
The group receives reports of alleged
human rights violations from various
sources.

“Our group has already received
a report in 2020 about the use of
mercenaries. And back at that time we
had already responded, acted, pre-
sented an appropriate message,” said
group member Jelena Aparac from
Croatia.

The group’s visit to Armenia has
been prepared for a long time with the
Armenian authorities.

“At the moment, the information
that has reached us mainly concerns
the two mercenaries who were taken
prisoner, who were charged, a court
process was started, hearings were
held. We are still collecting informa-
tion on all that,” she said.

The group acts on the basis of
information provided to it, which may
be provided by NGOs or any other

source. Fact-finding is done through a
formal process, that is, information is
obtained from an official source, and
based on that information, they can
determine who is responsible for the
given incident. Ravindran Daniel, a
member of the task force, stressed
that they cannot act based on informa-
tion that is not provided by official
sources.

“Wehaveatool called “allegation
letter”. We present it to states and non-
state structures,” said Jelena Aparac.

Referring to the clarifying ques-
tion whether letters of allegation have
been sent to Azerbaijan and Turkey,
she gave a positive answer.

The task force noted in its 2020
thematic reports that the use of merce-
naries and private security firms is
increasing globally. As for the conse-
quences of letters of allegation, unfor-
tunately, the task force’s mandate on
that matter is quite limited. “We can
get answers. Those answers are pub-
lic. And then other concerned parties
should use our allegation letters, re-
sponses to them and take measures
based on them: these can be NGOs,
international organizations, other
states,” said Jelena Aparac.

Ravindran Daniel noted that as a
result of their work, problems became
more visible, which happened in 2020.

The members of the working group
positively assess that Armenia has rati-
fied the UN International Convention
“Against the Recruitment, Use, Financ-
ing and Training of Mercenaries”.

The working group has submit-
ted arequest to pay a visitto Azerbaijan,
but has not yet received a response.

Armenian Government Leaders Pay Tribute

Continued frompage 1

said in a statement.

“Our compatriots in Artsakh
stood to defend their inalienable rights
to live in their thousand-year Mother-
land in peace and safety. Unfortu-
nately, 35 years after the tragedy in
Sumgait, the Armenians in Artsakh are
once again at the crossroads of de-
fending theirright to live in their home,
in their Motherland”. President
Khachaturyan stated.

“We should unite our potential
and courage for the sake of our citi-
zens, for the sake of a safe and peace-
ful future for our generations,” the
President added.

The Sumgait massacre (pogrom)
took place during the early stages of
the Artsakh movement. On February
27, 1988, mobs of ethnic Azerbaijanis
attacked and killed Armenians on the
streets and in their apartments; wide-
spread looting and a general lack of
concern from police officers allowed
the violence to continue for three days.

On February 28, a small contin-
gent of Ministry of Internal Affairs
(MVD) troops entered the city and
unsuccessfully attempted to quell the
rioting. More professional military units
entered with tanks and armored per-
sonnel vehicles one day later. Govern-
ment forces imposed a martial law and
curfew and brought the crisis to an end.
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Senator Portantino to Continue
Chairmanship of Committee on California,

Armenia and Artsakh Mutual Trade, Art, and
Cultural Exchange

SACRAMENTO — Senator An-
thony J. Portantino (D — Burbank)
announced that the Senate Select
Committee on California, Armenia
and Artsakh Mutual Trade, Art, and
Cultural Exchange has been re-es-
tablished for the 2023-24 Legislative
Session. The Senate Rules Commit-
tee, chaired by Senate Pro Tem Toni
G. Atkins, reauthorized the commit-
tee on February 15, 2023.

“California and the Republic of
Armenia have a long history of part-
nership, cooperation, and trade,” stated
Senator Portantino. “I am proud to
once again serve as Chair of the Select
Committee on California, Armenia, and
Artsakh Mutual Trade, Art, and Cul-
tural Exchange. By approving this Se-
lect Committee, the California State
Senate expresses its commitment to
expanding relations not only with Ar-
menia, but also with the Republic of
Artsakh. Given the recent tragic events
that have devastated the country, it is
more important than ever that Califor-
nia reaffirms its commitment to
Artsakh’s sovereignty and that we
continue to strengthen this important
partnership.”

At the request of Senator
Portantino, the California State Sen-
ate Rules Committee first established
the historic Senate Select Commit-
tee on California, Armenia, and
Artsakh Mutual Trade, Art, and Cul-
tural Exchange in 2017 to expand
business opportunities through trade,
economic development, cultural
awareness, and education between
California, Armenia, and Artsakh.
Senator Portantino also helped ne-
gotiate the historic Memorandum of
Understanding between California
and Armenia and joined Governor
Newsom in New York for its his-
toric, official signing.

Both California and Armenian
benefit from collaboration and coop-
eration. Armenia has a flourishing
high-tech industry, robust arts com-
munity, and a digital business corri-
dor that is underutilized. California is
at the forefront of these sectors and
continues to be a leader in these areas.
Tourismis also a place where Califor-
nia would benefit from direct market-
ing of our modern Golden State, while
also highlighting the amazing and vast
historical sites and landmarks of Ar-
menia.

As California recently passed
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Armenian Genocide Education Cur-
riculum for inclusion in social stud-
ies textbooks, the opportunity to en-
courage teacher training and profes-
sional development trips would also
be a priority of the committee.
Armenia’s educational systems are
highly respected, including the after
school programs at TUMO Center
for Creative Technologies, an insti-
tution that is highly regarded across
the globe.

Senator Portantino was instru-
mental in securing state financial
support for the Armenian American
Museum in Glendale. In addition, he
facilitated state funding for the City
of Glendale’s Tech Week grant to
the Hero House Incubator. Hero
House has an office in Yerevan and
Glendale.

California has the largest popu-
lation of Armenian Americans in the
country, with the 25th Senate Dis-
trict having the largest concentra-
tion. The continued work of the
Senate Select Committee will have a
direct role in building stronger eco-
nomic and cultural ties between Cali-
fornia, Armenia, and Artsakh.

Members of the Senate Select
Committee on California, Armenia,
and Artsakh Mutual Trade, Art, and
Cultural Exchange include Senator
Bob Archuleta (D-Pico Rivera), Sena-
tor Maria Elena Durazo (D-Los An-
geles), Senator Melissa Hurtado (D-
Sanger), Senator Brian W. Jones (R-
Santee), Senator Susan Rubio (D-
Baldwin Park), Senator Henry I.
Stern (D-Los Angeles), Senator
Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco),
Senator Caroline Menjivar (D- San
Fernando Valley), and Senator Scott
Wilk (R-Santa Clarita).

Serge Lavrov: The Trilateral Statement

Continued from page 1

“We stressed the necessity of
stepping up the work of the border
delimitation commissions, which were
set up with the understanding that
Russia will provide consultative assis-
tance to both. We are ready for this, as
well as ready to facilitate the conclu-
sion of a peace treaty between Baku
and Yerevan,” Lavrov said.

He said that “our friends in-
formed us today how they see the

continuation of this direction of nor-
malization efforts.”

Lavrov also said that Russia
stands ready to host trilateral talks
between Russia, Azerbaijan and Arme-
nia at the level of foreign ministers.

The Russian diplomat specified
that the Azerbaijani side expressed its
readiness to hold a new meeting in
such a format. “The Armenian side
said it had no objection either, but has
not yet given its final consent,” Lavrov
added.
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Armenian American Museum Announces
Elevate Gala Chair Diana Timuryan

MmN ARMENIAN
{ AMERICAN
4 MUSEUM

ELEVATE

DIANA TIMURYAN
GALA CHAIR

SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2023

FAIRMONT CENTURY PLAZA
LOS ANGELES, CA

GLENDALE - The Armenian
American Museum and Cultural Center
of California has announced that Diana
Timuryan will be serving as the Chair of
the Elevate Gala to be held on Sunday,
March 19, 2023 at the Fairmont Cen-
tury Plaza in Los Angeles.

“It is truly an honor and a privi-
lege to work alongside the dedicated
individuals in our community to ensure
the ongoing success of the Armenian
American Museum,” stated Elevate
Gala Chair Diana Timuryan. “I have no
doubt that with our continued efforts,
we will ensure that the Elevate Gala
will be an evening to remember, and
the landmark project will be a pillar for
our community and future generations
to come.”

Diana Timuryan was born in
Yerevan, Armenia and immigrated to
the United States with her parents and
siblings at a young age. She and her
family were able to set the foundation
of a promising future in Los Angeles,
California. Grounded in her cultural
upbringing and a deep connection to
her roots, she was able to excel in the
banking industry and cultivate an ex-
tensive relationship with the Armenian
American community as well as di-
verse non-profit organizations and

communities. She has dedicated her-
self to teaching financial literacy to
young people and giving back to the
community. She currently serves as
the Vice President Relationship Man-
ager of Pacific Western Bank and
serves as a member of the Armenian
American Museum Board of Gover-
nors.

The Elevate Gala Committee in-
cludes Mayda Altounian, Alvard
Barseghian, Angela Bedoyan, Ani
Bekarian, Araxie Boyamian, Garine
Depoyan, Hilda Fidanian, Aida
Gharakhani, Marie-Jean Harmandayan,
Natalie Hariri, Christine Hovnanian,
Tanya Kalaydjian, Maro Kasparian, Dr.
AlexiaKevonian, Erika Toriz-Kurkjian,
Carmen Libaridian, Margaret
Mgrublian, Narine Mouradian, Aleen
Orucakciel, Dzovig Zetlian, and Eliza-
beth Zoryan.

The Elevate Gala will celebrate
the completion of the first phase of
construction featuring the museum
parking garage and building founda-
tion and mark the next exciting chapter
for the Armenian American Museum
as the landmark center is elevated to
the horizon as a destination for educa-
tion, enrichment, and inspiration for
generations to come.

Russia Should Be More Restrained

Continued from page 1

tegrity as provided for by many trea-
ties," said Alen Simonyan.

Hesaid there is the Russian 102nd
military base in Armenia, and all the
treaties are aimed at solving the secu-
rity issue.

"So, where are they? Why aren't
they helping Armenia to restore its
territorial integrityt? If they can't, they
need to publicly admit it and maybe we
can sit down together and find other
solutions," Simonyan said.

Simonyan also said that the block-
ade of the Lachin corridor has caused
more damage to Azerbaijan than to
Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh.

"Yes, we have suffered, yes, we
are taking it hard that our compatriots
are under blockade, yes, we have prob-
lems. But from a political point of
view, Azerbaijan is in a stalemate, and
our people, the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh, should use this political fac-
tor," Simonyan said.

Speaking about peace treaty with
Azerbaijan, Simonyan said the two
countries have consensus around cer-
tain proposals regarding the possible
peace treaty.

He did not elaborate further but
mentioned that the proposals are “in-
ternationally accepted principles”.

Asked to present Armenia’s red
lines, Simonyan said: “We cannot plant
mines against the statehood, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of the
Republic of Armenia in the peace
treaty.”

He said a peace treaty concerns the
relations of two countries, and the issue
of Artsakh must not be reflected in it.
“Don’t get the impression that we are
somehow trying to abandon the protec-
tion of Artsakh’s interests, the rights of
the people of Artsakh with that treaty.
Don’t get the impression that we are
distancing ourselves by this, on the con-
trary we are recording what’s already
been stipulated, and we don’t want to do
any harm,” Simonyan said.
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St. Gregory Ladies Society
Presents

PARADE OF FASHION
Saturday
April 1, 2023

Sheraton Universal Hotel
233 Universal Hollywood DPr,
Universal City, CA 91608

Boutique 10:30 AM
Luncheon & Fashion Show 12:00 PM

For More Information:
Aida Sethian | (626) 695-8013

Yn. Talin Petoyan | (626) 616-1535
stgregoryladiessociety@gmail.com
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Norayr Daduryan Armeno-Turkish
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From Armeno-Turkish to Armenian and English languages.
Bring your family's history back to life!
Family letters, postcards, diaries, and more...
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Website: norayr.daduryan.com
Email: norayrdaduryan(@gmail.com
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