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PM Pashinyan Discusses Armenia’s External
Security, Karabakh Status, CSTO and
Economy During a Lengthy Press Conference
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YEREVAN -- Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan says the is-
sue of his country’s external security
remains "unresolved," calling the situ-
ation "a major challenge for the coun-
try."

Pashinyan told a press confer-
ence in Yerevan on March 14 that an
ongoing exchange of peace proposals
between Armeniaand Azerbaijan indi-
cates some progress in the Yerevan-
Baku peace talks, but stressed that the
"further we move, the more funda-
mental problems we face."

"Azerbaijan is trying to outline
territorial demands and intentions to-

ward Armenia, which is a red line for
us," Pashinyan said, emphasizing that
the possibility of military escalation
along the Armenian-Azerbaijani border
and in the breakaway region of
Nagorno-Karabakh is very high.

"The implementation of the fu-
ture peace deal must be guaranteed.
Proposals that may solve the issue are
possible,” Pashinyan added.

Pashinyan also reacted to a state-
ment by parliamentary factions of
Nagorno Karabakh that demanded from
Yerevan “notto question” their right to

Continued on page4

U.S. Ambassador Calls for Immediate
Reopening of Lachin Corridor

YEREVAN -- The new U.S. am-
bassador in Yerevan, Kristina Kvien,
called for the immediate reopening of
the Lachin corridor on Friday as she
visited Syunik province adjacent to the
sole road connecting Nagorno-
Karabakh to Armenia.

Kvien posted on Twitter photo-
graphs of her and Syunik province
Governor Robert Ghukasyan standing
atan Armenian border checkpoint lead-
ing to the corridor that has been blocked
by Azerbaijan for the last three months.

“Syunik governor Ghukasyan re-
ported the effects of the ongoing block-

age, including the impact on hundreds
of'separated families,” she wrote. “The
Lachin corridor should be opened im-
mediately.”

The United States has repeatedly
called on Baku to lift the road blockade
that has caused serious shortages of
food, medicine and other essential items
in Karabakh.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken insisted on the restoration of
“free and open commercial and private
transit through the Lachin corridor”

Continued on page4

Anders Fogh Rasmussen Calls on Aliyev
to End Inhuman Blockade of Karabakh
Immediately

YEREVAN — Former NATO
Secretary General Anders Fogh
Rasmussen urged the European Union
to pressure Azerbaijan to end its inhu-
man blockade of Nagorno-Karabakh
during a visit to Armenia on Tuesday.

He met with the country’s lead-
ers before visiting an Armenian border
checkpoint at the entrance to the Lachin
corridor that has been blocked by
Azerbaijani government-backed pro-
testers for the last three months.

Rasmussen also toured the Ar-
menian resort town of Jermuk which
was shelled by Azerbaijani troops dur-
ing last September’s heavy fighting on

the Armenian-Azerbaijani border. He
told reporters that he wanted to “watch
with my own eyes the impact of
Azerbaijan’s aggression against Arme-
nia.”

Rasmussen, who headed NATO
from 2009-2014, went on to condemn
the Azerbaijani blockade of the sole
road connecting Karabakh to Armenia.

“The blockade ... means there is
alack of food and life-saving medicine
in Nagorno-Karabakh,” he said. “We
are faced with a humanitarian crisis
that could develop into a humanitarian

Continued on page4

AEBU Scholarship Program Open
For 2023-2024 Applications

PASADENA —The AEBU Schol-
arship Fund Committee is pleased to
announce the opening of the 2023-
2024 AEBU Scholarship applications
on April 1, 2023.

Individual scholarships, up to
$2,000 each, will be awarded to quali-
fied undergraduate students. To qualify,
the applicant must be of Armenian
descent, enrolled as a full-time student
inan accredited four-year university in
the United States, has a minimum 3.5
GPA, and demonstrates community
engagement, with particular attention
toservice in the Armenian community.

Eligible students are encouraged
to visit https://aebu.org/our-programs/
scholarship/ for additional information
about the scholarship, and the applica-
tion requirements.

All completed scholarship appli-
cation packets must be submitted
online or by mail no later than June 30,
2023. Mailed applications must be sent
to our address at AEBU Scholarship
Committee, 1060 N. Allen Ave., Pasa-
dena, CA 91104, postmarked by set
deadline. We can also be contacted by
phone at (626) 344-7321 for further
inquiries.

AEBU grants annual scholarships
through a competitive application and

review process. Winners of this year’s
scholarships will be announced online
by August 1,2023. Scholarship recipi-
ents will be recognized at an award
ceremony for family and friends on
August 27, 2023.

Armenian Educational Benevo-
lent Union was established in 1969 by
a group of volunteers dedicated to
enriching the lives of those in need by
providing tuition assistance and edu-
cational opportunities. At AEBU, we
believe that scholarship is an invest-
ment in education to empower our
youth for a brighter future. To support
our programs, please visit our website
at https://aebu.org/donate/



Massis Weekly

Armenia Renounces Its Quota of
Deputy Secretary General in CSTO

YEREVAN -- Armenia has sub-
mitted a proposal to the CSTO on
relinquishing its quota of Deputy Sec-
retary-General of the Collective Secu-
rity Treaty Organization (CSTO), the
Armenian Foreign Ministry confirmed
Friday.

“Indeed, we’ve presented a re-
spective proposal to the CSTO,” for-
eign ministry spokesperson Vahan
Hunanyan told Armenpress when asked
to either confirm or deny media re-
ports claiming that Armenia has for-
mally renounced its quota of Deputy
Secretary-General.

Currently, the CSTO Secretary
General has three deputies: Valery
Semerikov (Russian Federation), Samat
Ordabaev (Kazakhstan), Takhir
Khairuloev (Tajikistan). The Secretary
General is appointed for a three-year
term, from January 1, 2023 to Decem-
ber 31, 2025, this post is held by
Imangali Tasmagambetov.

Appointment to positions accord-
ing to the quota is carried out by the
Secretary General on a rotational basis

every three years on the proposal of
the CSTO member states. The number
of such posts in the secretariat is
assigned to countries in proportion to
their contributions to the budget.

The development comes two
months after Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan called off a CSTO military
exercise that was scheduled to take
place in Armenia this year. He again
accused the alliance of refusing to
defend Armenia against Azerbaijani
military attacks in breach of its stat-
utes.

Late lastyear, Armeniaalso turned
down other CSTO member states’
offer to deploy monitors along its vola-
tile border with Azerbaijan, citing their
reluctance to acknowledge and con-
demn the Azerbaijani aggression.

Yerevan appealed to the CSTO
for support during the September 2022
border clashes which left at least 224
Armenian soldiers dead. Armenian lead-
ers afterwards accused the alliance of
ignoring the appeal in breach of its
statutes.

Freedom House Annual Report:
Armenia Rated as "Partly Free Country"

WASHINGTON, DC -- Arme-
nia has been rated as “partly free” in
the Freedom in the World 2023 re-
port published by the Freedom
House. Armenia scored 54 points
out of 100.

According to the report, Arme-
nia is only behind its northern neigh-
bor Georgia, which scored 58 points.
The other countries of the region are
ranked as follows: Turkey - 32 points,
Russia - 16 points, Iran - 12 points,
Azerbaijan - 9 points.

Last year Armenia was also in-
cluded in the list of "partly free
countries". The report also mentions
Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), which

scored 37 points out of 100 and was
recognized as “partly free”.

Finland, Norway and Sweden
all received perfect scores, while the
least free countries and regions were
North Korea, Eritrea, Turkmenistan,
South Sudan, Syria and Tibet. The
report also ranks China and Saudi
Arabia among the "worst of the
worst."

The 2023 edition of Freedom in
the World is the 50th in this series of
annual comparative reports. As such,
it provides an opportunity to reflect
on the challenges to and achieve-
ments of democracy over the past
five decades. Among the more sig-
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U.S. Intelligence Community Warns of
Renewed Azerbaijani Aggression
Against Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC — The
United States Intelligence Community
is predicting a new armed conflict
between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

The 2023 Annual Threat Assess-
ment of the U.S. Intelligence Commu-
nity, published by the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence, noted
that “relations between Armenia and
Azerbaijan are likely to remain tense
and occasionally volatile in the ab-
sence of a peace treaty, given the
proximity of military forces at the
interstate border, the lack of a cease-
fire enforcement mechanism, and
Azerbaijan’s readiness to use calibrated
military pressure to advance its goals
in talks with Armenia.”

Furthermore, the report states
that in September 2022 Azerbaijani
forces launched a “coordinated at-
tack™ at multiple locations along the
border, seizing some Armenian terri-
tory.

Such confrontations are likely to
be limited in duration and intensity.
Since May 2021, military clashes have
occurred regularly at the interstate
border and around the Nagorno-
Karabakh region. The most intense
flare-up took place in September 2022,
when Azerbaijani forces launched a
coordinated attack at multiple loca-
tions along the border, seizing some
Armenian territory and resulting in
nearly 300 military deaths. Peace talks
have made some progress, but the
most challenging issues—related to
state borders and the future of Nagorno-

Karabakh—are far from being re-
solved,” the report reads, in part.

Yesterday, the spokesperson of
US State Department, Ned Price, called
the situation “sensitive”.

‘It’s a situation that is far too
prone to violence, as we’ve seen in
recent days in the Nagorno-Karabakh
region, and itis a longstanding conflict
that the United States would like to do
everything we can to support its reso-
lution,’ Price said.

He added that the United States is
going to continue to do that by work-
ing bilaterally with these countries,
trilaterally with Armenia and
Azerbaijan, supporting their own ef-
forts at dialogue and diplomacy, but
also through all appropriate mecha-
nisms to help these countries them-
selves conduct the diplomacy and reach
the agreements that we hope that they
will be able to make.

Armenia Orders Indian Marg 155/39
Self-Propelled Howitzers

Armenia conducted tests of
155mm/39 MArG self-propelled how-
itzers developed by Kalyani Strate-
gic Systems Limited (KSSL) before
ordering the weapon, the Indian
Defense Research Wing said.

“Kalyani Strategic Systems Lim-
ited officials stated that the Marg
155/39 self-propelled howitzer was
developed in 8 months and tested by
the Indian Army in Balasore and
Pokran before it was offered to Ar-
menia, which was looking for a
weapon system for military opera-

tions in the highlands, where the
conflict with Azerbaijan continues,”
writes IDRW.

The self-propelled MArG 155/
39 howitzer was tested again in the
presence of Armenian officials for
about 40 days, and the deal was
sealed at a defense industry exhibi-
tion after it met all the marksman-
ship standards set by the Armenian
military.

The weapon will be supplied
to Armenia on a 4x4 wheeled chas-
sis.

nificant challenges has been a wide-
spread assault on the civil liberties
that can be used to hold govern-
ments to account—most notably,

freedom of expression.

The report records that global
freedom declined for the 17th con-
secutive year.
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Armenia Will Not Sign Peace Treaty Without
Security Guarantees for Nagorno-Karabakh

YEREVAN -- Armenia will not
sign a peace treaty with Azerbaijan
without negotiating security guaran-
tees for Nagorno-Karabakh, secretary
of Armenia’s Security Council, Armen
Grigoryan told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service

“There is no question that agree-
ments to settle the Nagorno-Karabakh
issue need to be reached, and our
understanding with our international
partners is that the peace treaty could
be finalized if there is progress on the
Nagorno-Karabakh issue, if there are
guarantees of ensuring [the Karabakh
Armenians’] security and rights, and if

Armenia is certain that there will be no
ethnic cleansing in Karabakh.”

Grigoryan said that such guar-
antees could include the establish-
ment ofa “demilitarized zone” around
Karabakh or “international presence”
in the Armenian-populated territory.
He indicated that Baku and Yerevan
have reached no agreements on that
so far.

Grigoryan said that the Azerbaijani
side is not interested in negotiating in
good faith. He pointed to the March 5
armed incident near Stepanakert which
left three Karabakh police officers and
two Azerbaijani soldiers dead.

DigiTec Summit Attracts 30 Speakers From
9 Countries, 2000 Visitors and 120 Companies

YEREVAN -- On March 10-12,
the “DigiTec 2022” summit and the
exhibition of the same name took
place in the Karen Demirchyan Sports
and Concert complex. The theme of
the conference was “Ambitious tech:
Resilience of open economies in the
conditions of increasing world insta-
bility.”

There were 30 speakers from 9
countries, 2,000 visitors were regis-
tered, and 120 companies were repre-
sented at the 1 7th annual exhibition. On
March 10, at the official opening of the
summit, the technological community
was welcomed by Minister of High-
Tech Industry Robert Khachatryan,
UATE President Alexander Yesayan,
President of “DigiTec” summit Raffi
Kassarjian, Ambassador of the Euro-
pean Union to Armenia Andrea Wiktorin,
Ambassador of the German Federation
to Armenia Viktor Richter.

At the summit, a memorandum

of cooperation was signed between
the Union of Advanced Technology
Enterprises (UATE) and Yerevan Mu-
nicipality. Digitization works are being
carried out with great momentum in
Yerevan, which will make life easier
for citizens and make interaction with
the community more accessible.

A memorandum of cooperation
was also signed between the Ministry
of Economy, Ministry of Education,
Science, Culture and Sports, Ministry
of High-Tech Industry and SADA com-
pany. With the memorandum, govern-
ment agencies and Google Cloud part-
ner SADA will join efforts to develop
equal opportunities for education in
Armenia, boost the digitalization of the
educational system, in the direction of
implementing Google Workspace for
Education Fundamentals services and
tools. The document was signed by

Continued on page4
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Armenia Reports $1 Billion Turnover in
High-Tech Industry for First Time

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- In
2022, for the first time in the history of
Armenia, a turnover of more than 1
billion dollars was recorded in the field
of high-tech industry, Deputy Speaker
of Parliament Hakob Arshakyan said at
the “Investor’s Day for the IT Sector”
event in Yerevan.

He said the number of employees
in the sector exceeded 40 thousand for
the first time.

Referring to the activities of “En-
terprise Armenia” investment support
center, the National Assembly Vice-
Speaker emphasized the support of the
structure in supporting investmenrs in
the country. “We welcome the entry
of international companies into Arme-
nia, which contributes to the creation
of similar Armenian companies,” said
Hakob Arshakyan.

The speaker referred to the in-
crease in funding for science, noting
that it amounts to more than 30 billion
drams in 2022.

Arsahkyan urged to join forces
to train high-quality specialists In or-
der to overcome the challenges in the
changing and developing geopolitical
environment.

Deputy Prime Minister Tigran
Khachatryan, Minister of High-Tech
Industry Robert Khachatryan, Direc-
tor General of “Enterprise Armenia”
investment support center Levon
Ohanesyan, US Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary to Armenia

Kristina Kvien made speeches during
the event. They referred to the prob-
lems of the sector and outlined ways to
solve them.

From the point of view of the
development of the sector, the effec-
tive cooperation of the business sector
and government agencies was high-
lighted. The necessity of training new
specialists in the field was empha-
sized, the reforms aimed at improving
the operating conditions of the IT sec-
tor companies were highlighted.

Then, in the format of panel dis-
cussions, the issue of our country’s
workforce in the field, the quality of
education in some professions, as well
as the implementation of general data
protection regulations were addressed.

There Are No Privileged Ones in Fight
Against Corruption, Says Justice Minister

YEREVAN — Justice Minister
Grigor Minasyan said Monday that the
fact that a criminal investigation into
alleged abuse in the COVID-19 re-
sponse has been launched shows that
there are no privileged ones within the
current administration.

Deputy Mayor of Yerevan Gevorg
Simonyan, who was the Deputy Minis-
ter of Healthcare during the early days
of the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as
10 others are under criminal investiga-
tion for alleged misuse of funds.

“This is what the fight against
corruption is all about, where there are
no privileged ones, where there are no
guarantees for any persons or officials
of the political team. I am only happy
that such discussions exist, with this
kind of criminal proceedings the entire
state apparatus and municipal staffers
realize that there is an uncompromised
fight against corruption taking place.
If a person has committed a crime they
will be held to account in our country,”
Minasyan told reporters, emphasizing
that the fight against corruption is the
Pashinyan Administration’s hallmark.

Simonyan was arrested and re-
manded in pre-trial custody after in-
vestigators searched his office and
rounded up a dozen medical workers
on Friday. One of them, Babken
Shahumyan, runs a private clinic in
Yerevan that has treated thousands of
COVID-19 patients.

The Anti-Corruption Committee
(ACC) claimed that the Medline Medi-
cal Center rigged records of its medi-

cal services to defraud the government
of 119 million drams ($305,000) in
2020 and 2021. It said that Simonian
did not properly monitor the use of the
government funds allocated to the clinic
because of his close personal relation-
ship with Shahumyan.

The criminal case is based in
large measure on a report leased by the
Armenian parliament’s Audit Chamber
last year. It suggested that officials
from the Ministry of Health embezzled
and/or wasted some of the 26 billion
drams ($66 million) in emergency gov-
ernment funding allocated following
the onset of the coronavirus pandemic.

In particular, the chamber said,
the ministry inflated the number of
hospitalized COVID-19 patients and
channeled 900 million drams into hos-
pitals that did not treat people infected
with the respiratory disease.
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Fresno State Armenian Series Publishes
“The State of the Art of the Early
Turkish Republic Period”

Edited by Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, Umit Kurt, and Ara
Sarafian

FRESNO — The Armenian Stud-
ies Program announces the publication
of The State of the Art of the Early
Turkish Republic Period: Historiogra-
phy, Sources and Future Directions,
Volume 17 in the Armenian Series of
The Press at California State Univer-
sity, Fresno.

Edited by Barlow Der
Mugrdechian, Umit Kurt, and Ara
Sarafian, The State of the Art of the
Early Turkish Republic Period is the
third in the Armenian Studies Program
Conference series.

The chapters included in this
work were first presented as papers at
a conference entitled “The State of the
Art of the Early Turkish Republic Pe-
riod: Historiography, Sources and Fu-
ture Directions,” held October 2-3,
2020, organized by Prof. Barlow Der
Mugrdechian and Dr. Umit Kurt, and
sponsored by the Armenian Studies
Program of California State Univer-
sity, Fresno. The papers have since
been edited and appear here in a single
volume.

The chapters include contribu-
tions by Christine Philliou, on “Key-
note Address: New Directions in the
Early History of the Turkish Repub-
lic”; by Umit Kurt, on “The End of
Armenian Aintab and the Rise ofa New
Turkish Bourgeoisie (1915-1945)”; by
Talin Suciyan and Harry Harootunian,
on “Abstracting the Peasant in Otto-
man and Turkey’s Historiography”;
by Ari Sekeryan, on “‘Loyal’ Citizens
ofthe Republic: Revisiting the Nation-
alist Policies of the Republic of Turkey
and the Precarious Situation of the
Armenian Community in Istanbul
(1923-1928)”; by Christopher Sheklian,
on “The Problem-Space of Secularism
in the Early Turkish Republic”; by
Ayse Kose Badur, on “A Portrait of a
Unionist in the Early Republican Era:
Mehmed Cavid (1876-1926)”; and by
Hans-Lukas Kieser, an “Afterword:
Reassessing the Formation of Post-
Lausanne ‘New Turkey.””

“This is an important book on a
topic that has been under-studied,”
said Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian,
general editor of the Armenian Series.

THE STATE OF THE ART
OF THE EARLY TURKISH
REPUBLIC PERIOD:

HISTORIOGRAPHY, SOURCES

AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS

=
=
&
@
5
I3
=
=}
S
=
=
&
=]
=}
S
=
=
&
g
=
=1
El
g8
g
=
B
=1
E
=t
3
=
5
g
=}
=)

“A Dbetter understanding of the early
Turkish Republic period is essential to
understanding Armenian-Turkish re-
lations today.”

“The scholarship on Turkey’s
pre-republican history has made great
strides over the past three decades,
expanding the historical aperture to a
plurality of actors and becoming more
representative of diverse political, reli-
gious, and cultural groups involved in
the transition to post-Ottoman Tur-
key,” said Dr. Hans-Lukas Kieser. “The
proliferation of research on late-Otto-
man history, including notably the last
Ottoman decade, has contributed to a
thorough revision of republican
Turkey’s foundation in general and of
the early Republic in particular. Thisis
scholarly work in progress that grasps
the republican nation-state as a post-
genocidal polity.”

Copies of The State of the Art of
the Early Turkish Republic Period are
available for purchase from: Abril Book-
store, http://www.abrilbooks.com/
books/state-of-the-art-of-the-early-
turkish-republic-period-the.html or the
National Association for Armenian
Studies & Research (NAASR) Book-
store, https://naasr.org/products/the-
state-of-the-art-of-the-early-turkish-
republic-historiography-sources-and-
future-directions

All of the books in the Armenian
Series can be found at the following
website: https://cah.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies/resources/
armenianseries/index.html.

DigiTec Summit Attracts 30 Speakers

Continued from page3

Ministers Vahan Kerobyan, Robert
Khachatryan, Deputy Minister Arayik
Khzmalyan on one side, and Tony
Safoian, President and CEO of SADA
Company, on the other.

On March 11, a round of 15-
minute venture capital speed meetings
or “pitch sessions” was organized be-
tween startup founders and CEOs,
giving the opportunity to present their
ideas to the 5 venture capitalists par-
ticipating in the event. Parallel to the
main summit program, Granatus Ven-
tures’ Impact Tech investment forum
took place, which was a unique op-
portunity to meet startups, investors

and key players in the tech industry
with high social, health and environ-
mental impact. the forum explored
how technologies can solve the most
complex problems of sustainable de-
velopment on a global scale.

The “Enterprise Armenia” invest-
ment promotion center and USAID
Armenia organized the “Investors Day
for Tech” event consisting of three
discussions. The main goal of the event
was to outline the systemic problems
of the IT sector and develop solutions
together with the representatives of the
important structures of the govern-
ment, specialists in the field and the
business community. Discussions were
about the skilled labor market, the lack
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PM Pashinyan Discusses

Continued frompage 1

self-determination.

“We have said and keep saying
thatthe issue of the Nagorno-Karabakh
people’s rights and security is ex-
tremely importantto us,” he said. “That
is one of our key goals.”

“It’s up to the people and the
government of Nagorno-Karabakh to
decide the framework of the Nagorno-
Karabakh people’s rights and secu-
rity,” added Pashinyan.

The prime minister charged at
the same time that Baku is seeking a
“mandate to perpetrate genocide or
ethnic cleansing in Karabakh.”

Pashinyan said that during his
recent talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin he stressed that "there
are problems" in the part of Nagorno-
Karabakh that is under the control of
Russian peacekeepers.

"Russia is the guarantor of secu-
rity of Nagorno Karabakh under the
terms of the 2020 agreement and
Nagorno Karabakh won’tneed to main-
tain a Defense Army of the present-
day size if the threat of genocide by
Azerbaijan were not to exist", Prime

Minister Nikol Pashinyan said.

Talking about Yerevan's decision
last week not to seek the post of the
deputy Secretary General of the Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO), which also comprises Rus-
sia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
and Tajikistan, Pashinian said Armenia
continues to work with the group.

Pashinian said that Armeniais not
moving toward quitting the CSTO, but
instead it is the "CSTO that is quitting
Armeniawillingly orunwillingly."

Armenia's economy grew by
12.6% in 2022, the highest growth
recorded over the last 15 years,
Pashinyan said at the press confer-
ence.

He said tax revenues last year
totaled 1.926 trillion drams, an in-
crease of 768 billion drams ($2.02
billion or 66.3%) from 2017 and an
increase of 670 billion drams ($1.82
billion or 53%) from 2018.

"In 2022 December we saw an
exceptional record of 704,000 offi-
cially registered jobs. This means that
from May 2018 untilnow some 156,431
new jobs have been created in Arme-
nia," he said.

Anders Fogh Rasmussen Calls on Aliyev

Continued frompage 1

catastrophe.”

“That is why I send a very clear
message today to President [Ilham]
Aliyev of Azerbaijan: dissolve the block-
ade today immediately,” added
Rasmussen.

The EU, he said, must put “maxi-
mum pressure” on Baku for that pur-
pose.

“The European Union has made
an energy deal with Azerbaijan, and
that could be used as a platform for
critical dialogue with the government
of Azerbaijan,” he said. “It may be that
President Aliyev is an autocrat like
[Russian] President Putin, but I be-
lieve that President Aliyev would not
like to be put into the same position to
become an international pariah like
President Putin.”

Rasmussen, who had also served

as Denmark’s prime minister from
2001-2009, visited Armenia in his ca-
pacity as the founder of Rasmussen
Global (RG), a European political
consultancy advising governments and
corporations. It is not clear whether
the Armenian government is now
among its clients.

The former NATO chiefmet with
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, De-
fense Minister Suren Papikyan and the
secretary of Armenia’s Security Coun-
cil, Armen Grigoryan, on Monday. He
said he arrived in the South Caucasus
at the invitation of its government to
help boost its ties with the West.

“It’s our intention to have very
strong cooperation with the govern-
ment of Armenia,” Rasmussen said,
adding that RG will specifically seek to
enhance Yerevan’s “political dialogue”
with the EU.

U.S. Ambassador Calls

Continued frompage 1

when he hosted talks between
Armenia’s and Azerbaijan’s leaders in
Munich on February 18.

“We will continue to press this
matter,” Louis Bono, the U.S. special
envoy for South Caucasus peace talks,
told RFE/RL’s Armenian Service on
Tuesday.

The U.S. State Department
spokesman, Ned Price, reiterated on
Thursday that Washington will do “ev-

erything we can” to support a peaceful
settlement of the Armenian-Azerbaijani
conflict.

“We’re going to continue to do
that by working bilaterally with these
countries, trilaterally with Armenia and
Azerbaijan, supporting their own ef-
forts at dialogue and diplomacy, but
also through all appropriate mecha-
nisms to help these countries them-
selves conduct the diplomacy and reach
the agreements that we hope that they
will be able to make,” he said.

of STEM education in Armenia’s higher
education institutions, as well as data
protection regulations in Armenia.
“AMADEE-24", the organiza-
tional team representing the Austrian
Space Forum in Armenia, was also
presented to Digitec for the first time.
According to the organizers, the fo-
rum will take place in 2024 under the

theme “From Garni (RA) to Garni
(Mars)”. The AMADEE-24 simulation
of the flight to Mars is for scientific
research purposes. Iterations of this
simulation run every two years. To
carry out the mission, a country is
chosen, where a crew of six supposed
astronauts participates in a flight and a
test landing on Mars.
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