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Armenia, Azerbaijan Discuss Resolution of Regional Transportation

and Infrastructure Issues in Brussels

BRUSSELS -- The meeting be-
tween the Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Armenia, the President of
the European Council, and the Presi-
dent of Azerbaijan took place in Brus-
sels on Sunday.

The meeting was attended by
the Prime Minister of Armenia, Nikol
Pashinyan, the President of the Eu-
ropean Council, Charles Michel, and
the President of Azerbaijan, Ilham
Aliyev.

During the meeting, discussions
were held on the resolution of re-

gional transportation and infrastruc-
ture issues, the establishment of ter-
ritorial integrity and security between
the two countries, the implementa-
tion of the agreement on the organi-
zation of relations between Armenia
and Azerbaijan, the rights of the
population of Nagorno-Karabakh and
the description of the security, as
well as the return of prisoners of
war, missing persons, and other
humanitarian issues.

A decision was reached to con-
tinue the discussions at the next

Russia Failed to Deliver Ordered and Paid-for
Weapons to Armenia

YEREVAN --Inaninterview with
the Russian opposition newspaper
Novaya Gazeta published on Sunday,
the secretary of Armenia’s Security
Council, Armen Grigorian, accused
Russia of not honoring security obli-
gations to Armenia enshrined in bilat-
eral and multilateral treaties.

Moscow is also not supplying
Yerevan with weapons despite several
defense contracts signed by the two
sides, he said without going into de-
tails. The Armenian military has to
look for alternative sources of arms
supplies because “we are notreceiving
what we ordered from Russia and
what we paid for,” added Grigorian.

On Tuesday, Deputy Foreign
Minister Mnatsakan Safaryanconfirmed
that the weapons from Russia have not

reached Armenia.

Speaking at a press conference,
Safaryan was asked to comment on
Secretary of the Security Council
Armen Grigoryan’s recent statement
that Armenia has ordered and paid for
Russian armaments but Russia is not
delivering them.

‘The weapons we had paid for to
Russia have not reached Armenia. We
are trying to continue the work. I have
nothing to add at the moment," he said.

When asked to specify why the
weapons have not reached Armenia, he
said that the issue should be clarified
with the relevant structures. He did not
specify the amount paid for weapons.

"I can't present details, please
contact the Defense Ministry,"
Safaryan said.

meeting scheduled for June 1 in
Kisinev, within the framework of
the Council of the European Union's
presidency, with the participation of
the Prime Minister of the Republic
of Armenia, the President of
Azerbaijan, the President of France,
and the Chancellor of Germany, as
well as the participation of the Presi-
dent of the European Council.

EU Council President said the
exchanges during his meeting with
Armenian Pashinyan and Aliyev were
frank, open and result-oriented.

“They focused on progress on
the path towards Armenia-Azerbaijan
normalization. The leaders shared a
common willingness for a South
Caucasus at peace. I commend their
respective efforts. Together, we re-
viewed all issues on our agenda,”
Michel said after talks with the lead-
ers of the two countries in Brussels.

Following the recent positive
talks held in the United States on the
peace treaty, the momentum should
be maintained to take decisive steps
towards the signing of a comprehen-
sive peace agreement between Ar-

Continued on page4

US State Department:
Azerbaijan
Destroying Armenian
Spiritual Heritage of
Nagorno-Karabakh

WASHINGTON, DC -- The US
Department of State has released the
2022 Religious Freedom Report of the
United States Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom (USCIRF).
In particular, in the report, Azerbaijan
is on the list of countries under special
watch.

In 2022, the state of religious
freedom in Azerbaijan had negative
dynamics. The government continued
to exercise considerable control over
religious figures, continuing to pros-
ecute and detain them.

Itis noted in the report that at the
end of last year, 19 people were im-
prisoned in Azerbaijan for their reli-
gious beliefs. Local human rights or-
ganizations also say that the govern-
ment continued to use physical vio-
lence, detain, and imprison religious
activists, and that many of the arrests of
religious activists—including on drug
charges—were political in nature.

Continued on page 2

Azerbaijani Forces Shell Sotk Village Killing
One Armenian Soldier Wounding Four Others

YEREVAN -- Azerbaijani forces,
on the morning of May 12, launched a
drone attack on Armenia’s Gegharkunik
province, as a result 20-year-old Narek
Baghdasaryan was killed, Armenia’s
Defense Ministry reported. Friday
evening, the Azerbaijani side continued
its aggression on sovereign Armenian
territory by attacking Armenian military
forces inthe Kut village. The Azeri drone
strike came a day after Azeri forces
bombarded Armenian positions in the
same area.

Friday’s attack came a day after
a massive attacked launched by
Azerbaijan targeting the Sotk, Verin
Shorzha and Norabak villages all in the
Vartenis region of the Gegharkunik
Province in northeastern Armenia.

Armenia’s Defense Ministry reported
that two Armenia soldiers were also in-
jured during Friday’s attack. On Thurs-
day, four soldiers were reportedly injured.

Tensions in the area have run
high for the past month. Armenia’s
largest gold mine located near Sotk
halted production operations in mid-
April due to what its management and
workers described as cross-border
Azerbaijani gunfire. The village sus-
tained heavy damage during more large-
scale clashes that broke out at this and
other border sections last September.

The US State Department spokes-
person Vedan Patel on Thursday stated
“this kind of violence, we believe it
undermines the progress made by Ar-

menia and Azerbaijan toward a durable
and dignified peace, and we call on the
leaders of both of these countries that
when they convene in Brussels on the
14th...—that these two parties agree to
distance their forces along the border,
as discussed by Secretary Blinken dur-
ing their participation of these negotia-
tions that we hosted here in Washing-
ton, D.C., at the beginning of May.”

“We believe that there is a clear
path forward. We obviously were happy
to host these two countries at the begin-
ning of May. We believe that those talks
were fruitful and laid the groundwork
for a continuation of these talks begin-
ning in Brussels, and we’ll let that pro-
cess play out.” continued Patel.

Yerevan on Friday countered the
United States’s characterization to a
large-scale attack launched by Azerbaijan
against the Sotk village. “First of all, it
was not an exchange of fire but another
unprovoked attack by the Azerbaijan’s
army, which is well known for its ISIS-
like warfare conduct.” stated Edmon
Marukyan Armenia’s Ambassador at-
Large tweeted.
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Nancy Pelosi Affirms Strong Backing for
Armenia's Democracy, Sovereignty, and
Territorial Integrity

WASHINGTON, DC -- The
members of the National Assembly's
Armenia-US Friendship Group, includ-
ing the Head of the Friendship Group,
Hayk Konjoryan, the Head of the NA
Civil Contract Faction, the Chair of the
NA Standing Committee on Foreign
Relations, Sargis Khandanyan, and the
NA deputies Vahagn Aleksanyan,
Hripsime Grigoryan, and Irina
Gasparyan, along with the RA Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary to the USA, Lilit Makunts,
held a meeting with Nancy Pelosi, the
former Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives of the US Congress, as well
as Frank Pallone, the Co-Chair of the
Congressional Caucus on Armenian
Issues, and members of the House of
Representatives, Rob Menendez,
Debbie Dingley, and Jen Shchekovski,
on May 10.

During the meeting, Nancy Pelosi
expressed fond memories of her visit
to Armenia and reiterated their support

for Armenia's democracy, sovereignty,
and territorial integrity. Hayk Konjoryan,
the Head of Armenia-US Friendship
Group, emphasized the ongoing strate-
gic dialogue between Armenia and the
United States and highlighted the United
States' support for the democratic re-
forms implemented in Armenia. Both
parties acknowledged the strong level
ofinter-parliamentary cooperation and
agreed to continue political consulta-
tions and mutual visits.

The meeting also addressed the
current security situation in Armenia,
including the illegal blockade of the
Lachin Corridor, as well as the ongo-
ing peace process with Azerbaijan.
The Armenian parliamentarians
stressed Armenia's commitment to the
peace agenda, which aims to establish
long-term stability in the region. The
House of Representatives members
expressed their willingness to continue
supporting the Republic of Armenia in
various formats.

Armen Grigoryan Briefs NATO Officials on
Regional Security, Threats of Ethnic
Cleansing in Nagorno-Karabakh

BRUSSELS -- During his work-
ing visit to Brussels on May 15, Secre-
tary of Armenia’s Security Council
Armen Grigoryan met with members
of the Committee of Deputy Perma-
nent Representatives of NATO.

Grigoryan presented the security
situation around Armenia and Nagorno-
Karabakh, as well as the humanitarian
crisis resulting in Nagorno-Karabakh
fromits blockade by Azerbaijan, which
is fraught with ethnic cleansing. He
called on the international community
to respond to Azerbaijan's policy and
prevent the ethnic cleansing from hap-
pening.

The Secretary of the Security
Council also presented details of the
recent Armenian-Azerbaijani talks in
Washington and Brussels.

Secretary Grigoryan emphasized
the commitment of the Armenian side

to the normalization of relations with
Turkey without preconditions.

He referred to the development
of Armenia-NATO bilateral partner-
ship, in particular, the Individual Part-
nership Action Plan.

Azerbaijan Destroying Armenian Heritage

Continued from page 1

The report points as well to the
destruction of the Armenian spiritual

heritage by Azerbaijan in the Nagorno-
Karabakh territories now under the
control of Baku.

International bodies and other

Pashinyan:
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Sanctions Are Armenia’s Red Lines

YEREVAN — In an interview
with the Czech magazine ‘Respect’
during his visit to the Prague, Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan
emphasized the importance of trans-
parency regarding goods that are un-
der sanctions imposed on Russia by
the collective West. He mentioned that
Armenia cooperates with the EU, US,
and Russiaitselfin thisregard, striving
to maintain transparency.

Pashinyan highlighted that logis-
tic chains of shipments have been
disrupted or are not functioning prop-
erly since the Ukrainian conflict. As a
result, many goods that were previ-
ously directly shipped to Russia are
now being rerouted through Armenia,
Kazakhstan, and other countries.

The Prime Minister provided an
example of how the transportation of
drinks, which are not subject to sanc-
tions, has changed. Previously, they
were shipped to Russia through Po-
land and Belarus, but now they are
being sent through Armenia since the
previous routes are no longer viable.

Pashinyan explained that the is-
sue goes beyond simply changing
routes. Most European freight for-
warders are reluctant to directly coop-
erate with the Russian market, and
Russian freight forwarders face chal-
lenges in delivering goods to Poland.
Consequently, entirely new logistic
routes, including those passing through

RESPEKT A i
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Armenia, have been established.

As a member of the Eurasian
Economic Union (EEU), Armenia main-
tains close economic ties with Russia.
Armenian businesses actively partici-
pate in programs established in recent
times. Pashinyan emphasized that Ar-
menia is willing to fulfill Russian de-
mand and occupy vacant niches in the
market. However, he made it clear to
the Russians that sanctions are a red
line for Armenia. While Armenia does
not wish to harm Russia, it cannot
afford to come under sanctions itself,
and this position is openly communi-
cated.

Overall, Pashinyan’s statements
highlight Armenia’s efforts to navigate
the challenges created by the sanc-
tions on Russia, its close economic
ties with Russia, and its commitment
to transparency and avoiding potential
repercussions.

Prime Minister Pashinyan Meets With Leaders
of Extra-Parliamentary Political Forces

YERVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan held a meeting at
the government with the leaders of
parties participating in the Consulta-
tive Assembly on Cooperation with
Extra-Parliamentary Forces

The meeting was attended by
the chairman of the Republican
Party Aram Sargsyan, the chair-

man of the Christian Democratic
Party of Armenia Levon Shirinyan,
the chairman of the "United Moth-
erland" party Mher Terteryan, So-
cial Democrat Hunchakian Party
Armenia Chairman Sedrak Ajemian
and chairman of the "Power of the
Motherland" party Tigran Arza-
kantsyan.

organizations continue to question the
willingness of the Azerbaijani govern-
ment to protect and preserve the reli-
gious and cultural heritage in Nagorno-
Karabakh and adjacent territories un-
der Azerbaijani control, the report adds.

In February, the then minister of
culture of Azerbaijan Anar Karimov
announced the creation of a working
group to remove the "fake" Armenian
apostolic inscriptions from churches.
But apparently, after international out-
rage, the government abandoned the

plan, and in March, the European Parlia-
ment condemned Azerbaijan's contin-
ued policy of destruction and denial of
Armenian cultural heritage in and around
Nagorno-Karabakh, the report notes.
USCIRF recommends that the
US government provide funding to the
United States Agency for International
Development and the US embassy in
Azerbaijan to restore, preserve, and
protect places of worship and other
religious or cultural sites in Nagorno-
Karabakh and surrounding areas.
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Jordan, Palestine Suspend Recognition of
Armenian Patriarch Nourhan Manougian

AMMAN (The Jordan Times) —
Jordan and Palestine on Thursday is-
sued a joint statement, announcing
their decision to suspend their recog-
nition of Patriarch Nourhan Manougian
as the Patriarch of the Armenian Or-
thodox Church in Jerusalem, the holy
land and Jordan.

This decision comes after nu-
merous unsuccessful attempts to ad-
dress the patriarch’s handling of prop-
erties in Jerusalem’s Armenian Quar-
ter, which hold cultural, historical and
humanitarian significance, the Jordan
News Agency, Petra, reported.

The statement emphasized that
this decision was made in accordance
with the directives of His Majesty King
Abdullah and Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas.

It was prompted by the
patriarch’s real estate-related actions
and deals, which could impact the
future of the holy city, undertaken
without prior agreement and consulta-
tion with relevant parties, as required
by laws and church regulations.

The patriarch also ignored ap-
peals from Armenian institutions, read
the statement.

The statement further highlighted
that the decision of Jordan and Pales-
tine follows the recent “deal” concern-
ing the Bustan site, also known as the
“Hadiqat Al Baqar” (Cows garden in
English) and its surroundings, includ-
ing the Qishlabuilding in Bab Al Khalil,
which is considered a significant part
of the Armenian Quarter. Despite re-
quests to halt any actions that could

affect the historical and legal status
quo of these properties, the patriarch
did not respond to these demands, the
statement said.

Both parties affirmed that the
Armenian Quarter is an integral and
occupied part of the Old City, subject
to relevant resolutions of the United
Nations Security Council and the United
Nations General Assembly, including
resolutions 1515,476, 338, 242,2334,
and other applicable international deci-
sions.

The statement also noted that the
Executive Board of UNESCO has is-
sued several resolutions, recognizing
the Old City and its walls as part of the
endangered World Heritage list. The
actions of Patriarch Manougian were
considered a clear violation of interna-
tional charters and resolutions aimed
at preserving Jerusalem’s status quo
and safeguarding the Armenian heri-
tage of the city, the statement said.

European Union Continues to Ignore
the Legitimate Rights and Interests of the
People of Artsakh

STEPANAKERT R
--  The  Artsakh ;¥
(Nagorno-Karabakh)
Foreign Ministry is- §
sued a statement in re-
sponse to the remarks
made by the President i3
of the European Coun-
cil Charles Michel fol-
lowing the trilateral g
meeting with Armenian |
and Azerbaijani leaders
in Brussels on May 14.
Below is the full text of
the statement.

‘On 14 May, President of the
European Council Charles Michel made
a press statement following a trilateral
meeting with Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijani Presi-
dent [lTham Aliyev. The content of the
statement as a whole, as well as a
number of points contained there indi-
cate that the EU leadership continues
to ignore the legitimate rights and in-
terests of the people of Artsakh and is
guided solely by their own geopolitical
and short-term interests in the region
to the detriment of the values of de-
mocracy and human rights declared
by the European Union.

This is evidenced in particular by
the absence in the statement of any
mention of more than 5-months block-
ade of the Lachin Corridor, the estab-

lishmentofanillegal Azerbaijani check-
point at the entrance to the corridor
and the factual siege of the 120,000
population of Artsakh with all the en-
suing humanitarian consequences. This
is an indication of the fact that the
President of the European Council not
only does not prevent, but in fact
indulges Azerbaijan in using the suf-
fering of the people of Artsakh as a
political tool.

However, if the intentions and
visible actions of Azerbaijan to pro-
voke a humanitarian catastrophe and
carry out ethnic cleansing in Artsakh
are not a matter of concern for the
President of the European Council, we
still had the right to expect that the
organisation he represents would show
direct interest in Azerbaijan's strict
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Italian Police Seize $880 Million Of Cocaine
‘Bound for Armenia’

ROME- Police in Italy said on
Tuesday that they have seized 2.7 tons
of “extremely pure” cocaine destined
for Armenia.

In a statement, Italy’s Guardia di
Finanza police force said the consign-
ment of drugs worth more than 800
million euros ($880 million) was found
in refrigerated banana containers
shipped to the Calabrian port of Gioia
Tauro from Ecuador.

Armenia was the final destination
of the shipment, via Georgia’s Black
Sea port of Batumi, said the statement.

Calabriais home to the Ndrangheta

I, d b naze

crime syndicate, which is now widely
regarded as Italy’s most powerful
mafia organization playing a central
role in the drugs trade.

Earlier this month, the Italian
police also found in Gioia Tauro 600
kilograms of cocaine which they said
was bound for other parts of Italy as
well as Croatia, Greece and Georgia.

Armenian law-enforcement au-
thorities did not immediately react to
this latest major drug bust. It was not
clear whether the authorities will try
toinvestigate the alleged cocaine ship-
ment to Armenia foiled in Italy.

compliance with the decisions of the
European Court of Human Rights and
the International Court of Justice, as
one of the pillars of contemporary in-
ternational legal order.

Inthisregard, the European Coun-
cil President’s defiant disregard for
Azerbaijan's consistent non-compliance
with the legally binding Order of the
principal judicial organ of the UN and
its systematic violations of interna-
tional law, in particular the non-use or
threat of force and the peaceful settle-
ment of disputes, is puzzling.

It is only the effective measures
on the part of the international commu-
nity aimed at forcing Azerbaijan to
immediately and unconditionally imple-
ment its obligations under the Trilateral
Statement of 9 November 2020 and the
Order of the International Court of
Justice of 22 February 2023, that may
testify that those acting as mediators
are sincerely interested in lasting peace
and stability in the region. We believe
that those international actors who ei-
ther by their action or inaction are
encouraging Baku in their aggressive,
expansionist policies and internation-
ally wrongful acts, not only bear re-
sponsibility for their grave conse-
quences, but also justify the recur-
rence of such policies and violations in
other parts of the world.

Werecall once again thatin 1991,
the people of Artsakh, in full compli-
ance with international law and domes-
tic legislation in force at that time,
exercised their inalienable right to self-
determination and established their
statehood on the same basis as
Azerbaijan and Armenia. The authori-
ties of the Republic of Artsakh have
consistently defended and will con-
tinue to defend the legitimate choice

and expression of the free will of their
people.

Representatives of individual
countries and  international
organisations have no right to decide
the fate of the people of Artsakh.
Moreover, any attempt to impose on
the people of Artsakh an agenda based
on the legitimisation of the illegal use
of force and ongoing terror is tanta-
mount to complicity in the implemen-
tation of Azerbaijan's criminal plans of
ethnic cleansing of Artsakh and main-
taining a permanent source of tension
in the region, as well as encouraging
Baku's territorial ambitions and ag-
gressive policies.

In this connection, we reiterate
the determination of the people and
authorities of the Republic of Artsakh
to continue the struggle for their in-
alienable rights in accordance with the
norms and principles of international
law. We are convinced that only the
recognition of the right to self-deter-
mination exercised by the people of
Artsakh can become the basis for a
sustainable settlement of the conflict
and the establishment of just and last-
ing peace and stability in the region.

We also recall that the authori-
ties of the Republic of Artsakh have
always advocated a comprehensive
settlement of the Azerbaijan-Karabakh
conflict through negotiations.

The Republic of Artsakh remains
open to discussing all components of
the conflict and reasonable proposals
aimed at a peaceful settlement, in an
agreed and internationally recognised
negotiation format, based on the equal
rights of the parties and in the pres-
ence of strong international guaran-
tees for the implementation of their
obligations.’

www.massispost.com
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USC Institute of Armenian Studies
in the Public Square

SPECTRUM
NEWS n

LOS ANGELES -- Various lo-
cal and state initiatives have resulted
in growing awareness about the Ar-
menian Genocide, Armenian heri-
tage, and the Armenian-Armenian
communities at large. In addition to
academic work, the Institute of Ar-
menian Studies engages with com-
munity outreach activities to fill gaps
in knowledge about the Armenian
experience.

With April as Armenian History
Month in the County of Los Angeles,
the Institute team engaged in various
educational efforts including media
interviews, public lectures, student-
led programming, and talks at local
schools. See below for the scope
and range of public facing engage-
ments during the month of April by
Institute staff.

Institute Director Dr. Shushan
Karapetian spoke about the
Institute’s work in the context of
Armenian Genocide Remembrance
Day on "Inside the Issues" with
Alex Cohen.

Gegham Mughnetsyan,
Institute’s Chitjian Researcher
Archivist, presented on the Ar-
menian Diaspora through geno-
cide, World War IT and displace-
ment to students and scholars at
the Los Angeles Valley College.

Manuk Avedikyan, Education
and Outreach Manager at the Insti-

tute, presented 'What's Armenian at
USC?' to La Cafiada High School's
Armenian Club.

Dr. Lilit Keshishyan, Project
Director of the Institute's California
History through Armenian Experi-
ences oral history project, presented
on Armenians in Los Angeles at The
Waverly School in Pasadena.

More April Programming

On April 15, Institute Staff par-
ticipated in the Armenian History
Month Celebration at Glendale Pub-
lic Library. The Institute manned a
table with informational content and
areel with selected oral history clips
played in the main auditorium for the
duration of the event.

On April 19, Gegham
Mughnetsyan gave a presentation
to the Near Eastern Student As-
sociation of Flintridge Prepara-
tory School about the ongoing
blockade of the Lachin Corridor.

On April 20, Salpi Ghazarian
gave a talk on Genocide commemo-
ration in a violent world, to several
hundred global employees of Ser-
vice Titan.

On April 22, Dr. Shushan
Karapetian gave the keynote ad-
dress for Glendale Unified School
District’s inaugural Armenian
Heritage Month ceremony at
Hoover High School.

AAF Delivered $1.1 Million of Medicines
to Armenia and Artsakh in Last 4 Months

GLENDALE, CA — In the first
four months of 2023, the Armenia
Artsakh Fund (AAF) delivered to Ar-
menia and Artsakh six shipments of
medicines valued at $1.1 million of
which $152,000 was for Artsakh. All
six shipments of medicines were do-
nated by Direct Relief of Santa Bar-
bara, California, at the request of the
AAF.

Even though Azerbaijan has
blockaded the Lachin Corridor which
links Artsakh to Armenia for more than
four months, the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross was able to
deliver the urgently-needed six AAF
shipments of medicines to Artsakh.

The medicines sent to Artsakh
included 350 bags of Metronidazole,
118 bottles of Isoflurane (Forane),
4230 vials of Tranexamic Acid, 12,500
vials of Dexamethasone, 15,080 bags
of Sodium Chloride, several cases of
Olmesartan, Amlodipine Besylate,
Colesevelan, Naproxen and N-95

Masks. In addition the shipments to
Armenia and Artsakh included 1,568
cans of Similac infant formula, and
1,670 units of Vital oral nutritional
supplement, both of which are desper-
ately-needed, particularly in Artsakh.

“We highly appreciate the life-
saving medicines donated by Direct
Relief for Armenia and Artsakh and the
assistance of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross to deliver them
to the 120,000 Armenians blockaded
in Artsakh ,” stated Harut Sassounian,
President of Armenia Artsakh Fund.

In the past 34 years, including
the shipments under its predecessor,
the United Armenian Fund, the AAF
delivered to Armenia and Artsakh a
grand total of $973 million worth of
humanitarian aid, mostly medicines,
on board 158 airlifts and 2,555 sea
containers.

For more information, call the
AAF office: (818) 241-8900; Email:
sassoun@pacbell.net.

On April 23, Dr. Shushan
Karapetian gave a talk on Genocide
Awareness for the global employees
at SADA Systems.

On April 24, Gegham
Mughnetsyan and Manuk Avedikyan
were featured in the April 24 Geno-
cide Commemoration Special Pro-
gram by the Armenian Genocide

MAY 20, 2023

in Pasadena, CA.

On April 26, Salpi Ghazarian
gave a talk to the BarevTitans group
of Service Titan on how to approach
cultural awareness and inclusion is-
sues within a global environment.

On April 27, Silva Sevlian and
Manuk Avedikyan presented the
Institute’s work at USC Verdugo

between 1939 and 1947,

ongoing.

9.

Displaced Persons Documentation Project

% “Displaced person” (DP) was a classification —
given to refugees who were forcefully or
otherwise displaced as a result of World War [1.
Overall, some 55 million people were displaceci

o :
® 35 interviews in the collection, the project is

& Firstinterview was conducted in February
& 2018, latest interview in February 2023

% Theaverage age of the interviewees was 86
with the youngest being 71 and the oldest 97 at
the time of the interview. Average age in 1941 -

A5 —
e
.8 2

Committee, which aired on Arme-
nian television networks and varios
social media platforms

On April 24, USC Annenberg's
TV News Program interviewed Dr.
Shushan Karapetian regarding the
Armenian Genocide and its impact
today.

On April 24 , Dr. Shushan
Karapetian presented on the impact
of the Armenian Genocide on Arme-
nian identity at Polytechnic School

Hills Hospital to a group of profes-
sionals in the USC Keck School of
Medicine Armenian Employee Re-
source Group.

On April 29, Dr. Shushan
Karapetian and Salpi Ghazarian were
panelists at the Global Diaspora Con-
ference sponsored by the Pan Arme-
nian Council of the Western US,
along with a dozen scholars and
researchers, exploring how to trans-
form diaspora communities.

Armenia, Azerbaijan Discuss

Continued from page 1

menia and Azerbaijan, he stressed.

“Onborderissues, wereviewed
progress and the next steps regard-
ing the delimitation of the border. In
this context, the leaders agreed on
the resumption of the bilateral meet-
ings on border issues. The leaders
confirmed their unequivocal com-
mitment to the 1991 Almaty Decla-
ration and the respective territorial
integrity of Armenia (29,800 km?2)
and Azerbaijan (89,600 km2). The
ultimate delimitation of the border
will be agreed through negotiations,”
the President of EU Council said.

“On connectivity, the sides
made clear progress in their discus-
sions aimed at unblocking transport
and economic links in the region.
Positions on this topic have now
come very close to each other in
particular on the reopening of the
railway connections to and via
Nakhchivan. Their respective teams
have been tasked to finalize an in
principle agreement on the modali-
ties for the opening of the railway
connections and the necessary con-
struction works together with a con-
crete timetable. They also agreed to
draw upon the support of the World
Customs Organization in supporting
this work,” he added.

“On humanitarian issues, there
has been an understanding that fur-
ther detainees would be released in
the coming weeks. I also stressed
the need to safeguard the mutual
understanding that soldiers who have
simply got lost and crossed to the
other side would continue to be re-

leased through a speedy procedure.
We also discussed the importance of
stepping up work on addressing the
fate of missing persons and on
demining,” Charles Michel said.

“We continued our exchanges
on the issue of the rights and secu-
rity of Armenians living in the former
Nagorno Karabakh Autonomous
Oblast. I encouraged Azerbaijan to
engage in developing a positive
agenda with the aim of guaranteeing
the rights and security of this popu-
lation, in close cooperation with the
international community. [ also raised
the need for a transparent and con-
structive dialogue between Baku and
this population,” he continued.

“I believe that it is important to
refrain from hostile rhetoric, engage
in good faith and show leadership to
reach mutually-acceptable solu-
tions,” he continued.

“The EU has no hidden agenda.
Our sole aim is to help Armenia and
Azerbaijan reach a comprehensive
and fair peace. We are ready to
contribute to their joint efforts. We
have agreed to hold the Brussels
meetings as often as necessary.
Leaders will meet again in Brussels
in July. And as was already an-
nounced publicly, we will also meet
again in the very near future together
with President Macron of France
and Chancellor Scholz of Germany
on the margins of the 2nd European
Political Community Summit in
Chi?inau. I also intend to invite the
leaders for another such meeting in
the margins of the third EPC summit
in Granada in October,” he con-
cluded.
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Live Greek Music Dinner Dance Party _

Saturday
June 03, 2023

7:30 PM

let the music take you to Greece

Live Music With Famous Singer

Takis Kokotas and his Band

LIVE DJ ELITE I

Donation $150

Proceeds to Benefit Underprivileged Armenian Children

for tickets please call or text :

(626) 460-0450 ‘
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