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PM Pashinyan: Armenia Aims to Advance the
Peace Agenda for Resolving Military-Political
Tension in the Region

YEREVAN — Armenia is ac-
tively seeking a swift agreement with
Azerbaijan to establish peace and im-
prove relations, according to Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s state-
ments during a press conference held
on May 22.

Pashinyan emphasized the tense
military-political situation in Armenia
and highlighted the government’s com-
mitment to pursuing a peaceful resolu-
tion. He mentioned that intensive nego-
tiations with Azerbaijan are currently
taking place to finalize a treaty on
peace and relations. Pashinyan ex-
pressed hope for reaching an agree-
ment on the text as soon as possible
and proceeding with its signing.

During the press conference,
Pashinyan also revealed details about

the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh ceasefire
agreement, stating that Armenia had
rejected to parts of itduring the draft-
ing phase. He acknowledged that cer-
tain items were removed from the
agreement, stating that Armenia made
it clear that it would not sign the
document under any circumstances.
Pashinyan specifically mentioned two
contentious issues related to enclaves
and a corridor through the territory of
Armenia.

Furthermore, Pashinyan admit-
ted that some officials had advocated
for signing the agreement despite the
presence of the contentious clauses.
He expressed regret that these conver-
sations were not recorded, as it would

Continued onpage3

Azerbaijani President Expresses Discontent
Over India’s Arms Sales to Armenia

BAKU — On Thursday,
Azerbaijani President [Tham Aliyev pub-
licly voiced concerns over India’s mili-
tary weapons sales to Armenia, under-
lining an increasingly strained relation-
ship between Azerbaijan and India over
the issue.

In a press briefing, Aliyev cited
India’s continuous supply of arms to
Armenia as a key factor of “distur-
bance” in the volatile regional peace
equation in the South Caucasus. Aliyev
emphasized that these actions threaten
Azerbaijan’s national security and dis-
rupt the balance of power in the re-
gion.

“India’s weapon sales to Arme-
nia create an environment that fosters
hostility and mistrust,” President Aliyev
stated. “We urge India to reconsider
its stance and support peace and sta-
bility in the South Caucasus.”

India’s arms sales to Armenia,
which have continued despite the 2020
ceasefire, have been viewed with in-
creasing disapproval by Baku. India,
on the other hand, has defended its
right to sell arms to any country, stat-

ing that it adheres to a policy of non-
interference in bilateral issues between
other nations.

However, Azerbaijan’s displea-
sure over the arms deal might also
strain its relationship with India in
other spheres.

Experts suggest that this issue
could escalate to a diplomatic which
might go beyond military or security
concerns and could potentially influ-
ence broader regional dynamics.

Yerevan and Baku Make Progress on Peace

Deal Negotiations: Sergei Lavrov

MOSCOW — The foreign minis-
ters of Armenia and Azerbaijan have
narrowed their differences on a bilat-
eral peace treaty, Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov said on Friday after
hosting fresh talks between them in
Moscow.

But he suggested that the two
sides need to restore Armenian-
Azerbaijani transport links, start de-
limiting their long border and bolster
the ceasefire regime in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict zone before they
can finalize such a treaty.

Lavrov held separate talks with
Foreign Ministers Ararat Mirzoyan and
Jeyhun Bayramov of Azerbaijan be-
fore sitting down with them in a trilat-
eral format.

“Work on the peace treaty is
undoubtedly fundamental,” he told the
press after the trilateral meeting. “But
our partners confirmed today that with-
out solving the issues of delimitation,
unblocking transport and economic
links and an overall improvement of
the security situation in both Karabakh
and on the Armenian-Azerbaijani bor-
der it’s very hard to make progress on
concrete aspects of the peace treaty.
We discussed all this together.”

Lavrov said in that regard that a
Russian-Armenian-Azerbaijani task
force dealing with practical modalities
of the transport links will meet next
week after a long pause.

Continued on page4

Baku Continues to Illegally Block Lachin
Corridor — Ararat Mirzoyan

YEREV AN — Azerbaijan contin-
ues the illegal blockade of the Lachin
corridor in parallel with the negotia-
tions, which openly contradicts the
statements made by the leaders of
Armenia and Azerbaijan earlier in
Prague and Sochi, Armenian Foreign
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan said on Mon-
day.

The Lachin corridor, which is
the only road linking Nagorno-Karabakh
and Armenia has been blockaded by
Azerbaijan since last December 2022.

“The Artsakh (Nagorno-
Karabakh) blockade has caused a seri-

ous humanitarian crisis. It has dis-
rupted the activities of such a repu-
table international organization as the
International Committee of the Red
Cross. The blockade is obviously part
of Azerbaijani policy of ethnic cleans-
ing,” Mirzoyan said Monday at a joint
press briefing with visiting Leo
Docherty, U.K.’s Under Secretary of
State for Europe.

In this regard, Mirzoyan called
on the UN Security Council member
states, including Great Britain, to take

Continued on page4
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Armenia, US Discuss Bilateral Defense
Cooperation

World Health Organization Strongly
Condemns Actions in Lachin Corridor

YEREVAN — On May 22, De-
fense Minister of Armenia Suren
Papikyan received the delegation led
by Major General Keith Phillips and
Patrick Pryor, representatives of the
US Department of Defense.

US Ambassador to Armenia

Kristina Kvien and the US Defense
Attaché also participated in the meet-
ing.

A number of issues related to
bilateral cooperation in the field of
defense as well as regional security
were discussed.

Washington Puts Forward Proposals to
Yerevan and Baku on How to Solve Most
Contentious Problems - State Department

WASHINGTON, DC -- Wash-
ington has put forward a set of pro-
posals to Armenia and Azerbaijan,
which they are studying now, Princi-
pal Deputy Assistant Secretary at the
Bureau of European and Eurasian Af-
fairs of the US Department of State
Dereck Hogan told the House of Rep-
resentatives on Tuesday.

"The US Secretary of State
hosted the two foreign ministers in
early May to work through some of
the most contentious issues, includ-
ing for example the distancing of
forces along the border, dispute reso-
lution mechanism in the treaty that we
are trying to facilitate, and the rights
and security of the ethnic Armenians
in Nagorno-Karabakh. These are the
issues that we are working through,"
Dereck Hogan said during hearings at
the US House Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

"We put forward a number of
proposals that gave the two sides per-
haps some bridging language. So they
have been studying them," the US dip-
lomat added.

He said he spoke to the Armenian
and Azerbaijani foreign ministers last
week in a bid to find areas where
progress can be made.

Hogan also mentioned the antici-
pated meeting between Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan and
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev,
expected to take place in Moldova’s
capital Chisinau on June 1 with the
participation of European Council Presi-
dent Charles Michel, French President
Emmanuel Macron and German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz.

According to the US diplomat,
the talks will "focus on what needs to
be done to actually get this across the
finish line."

"We still have a long way to go.
When it comes to the Lachin Corridor,
that’s something that the US Secretary
of State has been pushing very hard

on, particularly when it comes to the
opening of it for commercial as well as
private vehicles," Hogan said.

Armenian and Azerbaijani for-
eign ministers Ararat Mirzoyan and
Jeyhun Bayramov had 4-day talks in
the USA on May 1-4, facilitated by
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken,
who reported “tangible progress” made
by the ministers.

A U.S. State Department spokes-
man, Vedant Patel, said later that the
two ministers “agreed in principle to
certain terms” of the peace deal dis-
cussed by them.

Jeyhun Bayramov also said that
he and Mirzoyan made progress to-
wards a peace treaty during the four-
day negotiations held outside Wash-
ington in early May.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan and Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev met May 14 for talks in
Brussels. They were said to have
confirmed their 'unequivocal' com-
mitment to the 1991 Almaty Declara-
tion and the respective territorial in-
tegrity of Armenia (29,800 km2) and
Azerbaijan (86,600 km?2). They also
agreed that the ultimate delimitation
ofthe border would be agreed through
negotiations.
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YEREVAN -- Armenia's Health
Minister Anahit Avanesyan meet with
World Health Organization (WHO) del-
egation led by WHO Regional Director
Hans Kluge’s special envoy for Arme-
nia Marthe Everard.

The World Health Organization
(WHO) has issued a stern condemna-
tion of the escalating humanitarian cri-
sis unfolding in the Lachin Corridor, a
strategically significant strip of land
located between Armenia and the
Nagorno-Karabakh region. The corri-
dor has recently been the epicenter of
renewed conflict, causing profound
suffering for the local population and
putting immense pressure on the al-
ready fragile health care infrastruc-
ture.

"The grave situation unfolding in
the Lachin Corridor is of deep con-
cern. The actions taken are compro-
mising the health, safety, and well-
being of the local population. We
strongly condemn any actions that

exacerbate human suffering, particu-
larly in times of conflict," Dr. Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-Gen-
eral of the WHO said in a recent state-
ment.

The WHO, as an impartial inter-
national body committed to ensuring
global health, has voiced its concern
over this rapidly deteriorating situa-
tion. The organization highlighted the
indiscriminate nature of the blockade
and the devastating consequences for
the civilian population, urging all par-
ties involved to cease hostile actions
and allow unhindered access to hu-
manitarian aid.

The WHO has also urged inter-
national actors and donors to step up
their efforts in providing vital funding
and resources to aid organizations
operating in the area. Such resources
are crucial for ensuring access to
necessary healthcare services, vacci-
nations, and other vital health inter-
ventions.

Armenia Improves Democracy Score
in Nations in Transit 2023 Report

Armenia F Y r'y

Azerbaijan

Belarus v b,
Georgia v

Kazakhstan v

Kyrgyzstan v v

Maoldova 311 TO314

Russia 1327011 v v v v v
Tajikistan 1.11 TO 1.04 s v

Turkmenistan

Ukraine r'y v

Uzbekistan v

Armenia has improved the de-
mocracy score from 3.04 to 3.11 in
the Nations in Transit 2022 report
published by the Freedom House.

According to the report, in 2023,
Democracy Scores declined in 11 out
of the 29 countries in the report, and 7
countries earned improvements.

Ukraine, Moldova, and Armenia
have steadily improved their demo-
cratic institutions in recent years,
driven forward by civic activism and
consequential elections, the report
says.

The Freedom House refers to
the authoritarian aggression in the
Caucasus, noting that in 2020
Azerbaijan’s military recaptured parts
of Nagorno-Karabakh, and after
2020, the regime of President I[lham
Aliyev in Azerbaijan continued to

pursue its territorial ambitions by
military means.

“It launched a major incursion
into the Republic of Armenia in 2022,
and in early 2023 it further isolated the
ethnic Armenians who remained in
Nagorno-Karabakh by blocking a cru-
cial road link under the guise of ‘envi-
ronmental protests’,” the Freedom
House notes.

“The expansion of Baku’s con-
trol over Nagorno-Karabakh and parts
of Armenia would eliminate the free-
doms and security of local people in
much the same way. Democratic gov-
ernments must not ignore the danger.
They should take every possible step
to bolster Armenia’s democracy and
ensure the protection of all those living
under or fleeing Azerbaijani rule or
occupation,” it adds.
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Azerbaijan Destroying Armenian Spiritual
Heritage of Nagorno-Karabakh

WASHINGTON, DC — The US
Department of State has released the
2022 Religious Freedom Report of the
United States Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom (USCIRF).
In particular, in the report, Azerbaijan
is on the list of countries under special
watch.

In 2022, the state of religious
freedom in Azerbaijan had negative
dynamics. The government continued
to exercise considerable control over
religious figures, continuing to pros-
ecute and detain them.

Itis noted in the report that at the
end of last year, 19 people were im-
prisoned in Azerbaijan for their reli-
gious beliefs. Local human rights or-
ganizations also say that the govern-
ment continued to use physical vio-
lence, detain, and imprison religious
activists, and that many of the arrests
of religious activists—including on
drug charges—were political in na-
ture.

The report points as well to the
destruction of the Armenian spiritual
heritage by Azerbaijan in the Nagorno-
Karabakh territories now under the

control of Baku.

International bodies and other
organizations continue to question the
willingness of the Azerbaijani govern-
ment to protect and preserve the reli-
gious and cultural heritage in Nagorno-
Karabakh and adjacent territories un-
der Azerbaijani control, the report adds.

In February, the then minister of
culture of Azerbaijan Anar Karimov
announced the creation of a working
group to remove the “fake” Armenian
apostolic inscriptions from churches.
But apparently, after international out-
rage, the government abandoned the
plan, and in March, the European Par-
liament condemned Azerbaijan’s con-
tinued policy of destruction and denial
of Armenian cultural heritage in and
around Nagorno-Karabakh, the report
notes.

USCIRF recommends that the
US government provide funding to the
United States Agency for International
Development and the US embassy in
Azerbaijan to restore, preserve, and
protect places of worship and other
religious or cultural sites in Nagorno-
Karabakh and surrounding areas.

ARFI: Armenia’s First Investment

Crowdfunding Platform to be Presented at
Orion Summit 2023

NEW YORK -- The first Arme-
nian investment crowdfunding plat-
form, ARFI, and the Armenian Na-
tional Interests Fund (ANIF), will be
presented at the Orion Summit 2023,
which will be attended by representa-
tives of venture companies, large cor-
porations, financial institutions, uni-
versities, family offices, and inves-
tors. The Orion Summit 2023 invest-
ment summit will take place in New
York City on June 19-22.

Startup founders and investors
participating in the summit will have
the opportunity to register on the plat-
form during the event.

“Our goal is to provide new
sources of financing for Armenian
SMEs and IT startup projects and to
give investors the opportunity to in-
vest in these projects in an online
environment from anywhere in the
world. Our main target is to attract the
potential of the diaspora, and here,
Orion Summit 2023 is also a good
opportunity to draw the attention of
international investors to Armenian
companies,” said Edgar Evoyan, CEO
of ARFI Investment Company.

June 19-22, 2023
New York City

AR
K

ARFI Investment Company, the
operator of the ARFI investment
crowdfunding platform, is a subsid-
iary company of the Armenian Na-
tional Interests Funds, ANIF. This
investment crowdfunding platform
provides a unique opportunity to in-
vest from all over the world in new IT
startup projects and in small and me-
dium-sized enterprises operating in
Armenia. The company is licensed by
the Central Bank of Armenia.

More than 40 world-class speak-
ers will perform at the summit from
leading Armenian and international com-
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Conductor Sergey Smbatyan Appointed
UNICEF National Ambassador

YEREVAN -- Sergey Smbatyan,
Artistic Director of the State Sym-
phony Orchestra of Armenia and chief
conductor of the Malta Philharmonic
Orchestra, has been appointed as the
national ambassador of UNICEF.

In collaboration with UNICEF and
Public Television, Smbatyan created a
parenting masterclass last year, focus-
ing on how parents can support their
children's development, stimulate brain
growth, and care for their mental health
using the power of music. On May 15
of this year, which marks the Interna-
tional Day of Families, Smbatyan joined
UNICEF in opening alternative pre-
schools in two rural settlements in
Artik, providing young children with
valuable educational opportunities.

Sergey Smbatyan has been ac-
tively involved in raising awareness
about children's issues and advocat-
ing for children's rights, with a par-
ticular emphasis on proper parental
care, early childhood education, and
development. His aim is to ensure
that all children in Armenia receive
the necessary support and opportuni-
ties to thrive in life.

Christine Weigand, the UNICEF
Representative in Armenia, expressed
her delight in welcoming Maestro
Sergey Smbatyan to the UNICEF team.
She emphasized the importance of
individuals who are willing to make a
difference in children's lives and help
them reach their full potential. Over
the next two years, Smbatyan and
UNICEF will work together to bring
attention to the needs and goals of
children in Armenia.

UNICEF ambassadors are influ-
ential personalities from various fields
such as art, music, film, and sports.
They play a crucial role in highlighting
the challenges faced by children world-
wide. By volunteering their time, am-
bassadors raise awareness and mobi-
lize support to assist UNICEF inreach-
ing and supporting the most vulner-
able children and adolescents.

Sergey Smbatyan expressed his
deep honor in joining UNICEF and his
commitment to protecting children's
rights. He aims to support programs
that create equal and accessible learning
and development opportunities for ev-
ery child in Armenia.

Armenia Aims to Advance the Peace Agenda

Continued frompage 1

have prevented individuals from mak-
ing false claims. Pashinyan noted that
these officials later accused him of
treason and demanded his resignation,
but he emphasized that the discussions
had indeed taken place.

Regarding the signing of the 9
November 2020 trilateral statement,
Pashinyan stated that he had engaged in
discussions with various officials. He
informed those present that the matter
would not be put up for a vote to avoid
placing responsibility solely on others.
After the discussions, he ultimately
made the decision to sign the docu-
ment, despite emotional opposition from
some participants.

Pashinyan further mentioned that
Armenia is prepared to recognize
86,600 square kilometers as Azerbaijani
territory, as long as Azerbaijan is will-
ing to recognize Armenia’s area of

29,800 square kilometers. He empha-
sized that discussions on the rights and
security of Nagorno-Karabakh Arme-
nians should take place in the
Stepanakert-Baku format, underscor-
ing the importance of international guar-
antees for this mechanism.

Without such guarantees,
Pashinyan warned that the issue of rights
and security for the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh might be neglected, enabling
Azerbaijan to continue its policy of eth-
nic cleansing and genocide against Ar-
menians through the use of force. He
stressed the necessity of preventing the
continuation of such policies.

When asked whether the Arme-
nian government recognizes Nagorno-
Karabakh as part of Azerbaijan, the
Prime Minister responded that all gov-
ernments of the Republic of Armenia
have acknowledged the territorial in-
tegrity of Azerbaijan, regardless of the
current government’s stance.

panies, including financial, technologi-
cal, educational and other industries.
Registration to participate at the
summitis available through the official
website. Orion Summit 2023 will last
four days. The summit will include

meetings and discussions on innova-
tions and investments, visits to Cov-
enant Venture Capital, One World
Trade Center, the Harvard Club, and
the Jacobs Technion-Cornell Institute
at Cornell Tech.
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12th International Conference on Armenian
Linguistics to Be Held At NAASR

BELMONT, MA — The Twelfth
International Conference on Armenian
Linguistics (ICAL XII) will take place at
the National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR), 395
Concord Ave., Belmont, MA, from
Wednesday, May 31, to Friday, June 2,
2023. Sessions are scheduled to begin at
9:00 am and will conclude at 5:00 pm on
May 31 and June 1; on June 2 the
conference will conclude at 12:00 noon.

The conference is being presented
with the co-sponsorship and support
0of NAASR and the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation and has been organized by
a committee led by Anaid Donabedian
(Institut National des Langues et
Civilisations Orientales — INALCO,

Paris) and Luc Baronian (Université du
Québec a Chicoutimi).

ICAL XII will feature scholars
from around the world participating in
person and via Zoom. This conference
offers an opportunity to researchers
working on various aspects of the Ar-
menian language to share their work and
thoughts, whatever their theoretical or
methodological approaches may be.

The conference sessions are open
to the public to attend in-person. The
full schedule of the sessions will be
posted on NAASR’s website as soon
as it is finalized.

For more information about the
conference email
icall2.naasr@gmail.com.

Yerevan and Baku Make Progress on Peace

Continued from page 1

“We hope that a positive result
will be achieved as aresult. The parties
are already very, very close to a final
agreement,” he said without elaborat-
ing.

Lavrov further announced that a
separate Armenian-Azerbaijani group
working on the border delimitation and
demarcation with Russian assistance
will also resume its activities soon.

“Regarding the peace treaty, I
think that on a number of articles
which we discussed today we man-
aged to bring the two sides’ under-
standings closer to a common vision,”
added the top Russian diplomat.

As Lavrov spoke Bayramov and
Mirzoyan continued their negotiations
in his absence. Mirzoyan’s press of-
fice said afterwards that the two min-
isters had a “constructive exchange of
views on issues on which the parties
have differences.” It did not disclose
those issues.

After the Moscow talks the Ar-

menian Foreign Ministry issued a state-
ment that reads as follows, ‘On May
19, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ar-
menia Ararat Mirzoyan and Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan Jeyhun
Bayramov held negotiations in Mos-
cow at the invitation of Russian For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov.

Ararat Mirzoyan and Jeyhun
Bayramov presented their positions on
the implementation of the trilateral state-
ments of the leaders of Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Russia.

The sides continued the work on
the draft agreement “On Peace and the
Establishment of Interstate Relations”.
A constructive exchange of views took
place on topics where the sides still
have disagreements.

The Ministers expressed their
appreciation to the Russian side for
hosting the negotiations between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan. The sides agreed
to continue the discussions.

The Ministers also had separate
meetings with Foreign Minister of
Russia Sergey Lavrov.’

Baku Continues to Illegally Block Lachin

Continued from page 1

effective steps, including sending a
monitoring mission to the Lachin cor-
ridor and Nagorno-Karabakh, as well
as press Azerbaijan to return all Arme-
nian prisoners.

Atthe same time, Mirzoyan noted
Yerevan’s commitment to the Almaty
Declaration of 1991 and pointed to the
willingness to open regional communi-
cation based on the principle of mutual

sovereignty. All issues, in his opinion,
should be solved without any use or
threat of using force.

Leo Docherty said that he raised
the issue of reopening of the Lachin
corridor during his meetings in Baku.

“That was an important element
of the visit. We urged the reopening of
the Lachin corridor and the free flow
of people and goods,” he said during
the joint press.

“Of course, our relations with
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AMAA 104th Annual Meeting Banquet
Celebrating Armenian Evangelical Education
Set for October 23, 2023 in San Francisco

PARAMUS, NJ — The Armenian
Missionary Association of America
(AMAA) 104th Annual Meeting Ban-
quet, Celebrating Armenian Evangeli-
cal Education, will be held at the San
Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront,
San Francisco, CA, October 21, 2023,
with Gasia Mikaelian, KTVU Fox TV
News Anchor, as MC.

From its founding in 1918, the
AMAA has prioritized education that
fosters Armenian Christian identity as
part of its mission. Hundreds of Arme-
nian Evangelical elementary, second-
ary, higher education, boarding, and
theology schools were founded and
thrived in the decades before the Ar-
menian Genocide, offering a high-qual-
ity education to all Armenians, and to
girls and women for the first time.
Armenian Evangelical leaders in the
United States and abroad committed
themselves through the work of the
AMAA to rebuilding schools for their
nation in the years after the Genocide.

With its faithful benefactors, the
AMAA opened elementary and sec-
ondary schools in the Near East
throughout the 20th century, estab-
lished Haigazian College (now Haigazian
University) in Beirut, Lebanonin 1955,
opened the K-8 Charlotte & Elise
Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School
in Los Angeles, CA in 1982, and estab-
lished kindergartens in Armenia and
Artsakh following the nation’s inde-
pendence. With visionary benefactor
Edward Avedisian and his family, the
AMAA built the state-of-the-art, pri-
vate, tuition-free, K-12 Khoren and
Shooshanig Avedisian School and
Community Center, which opened in
Yerevan in 1998. Several graduates of
the Avedisian School have now gone
on to higher education and service to
their country in prominent leadership
and service roles.

“Education is the foundation of
Armenians’ spiritual, emotional and
practical lives: we are fortunate to be
the beneficiaries of institution build-
ers, teachers, and learners as we carry
AMAA’s work well into the future,”
says Gasia Mikaelian.

Mikaelian is a news anchor at
KTVU FOX 2 News in Oakland. She
grew up in the Bay Area and is one of
4 children. She is grateful to her par-
ents, who instilled in her a deep love
for the Armenian language, culture,
and (of course) food. Through her
work at KTVU, Mikaelian has been
able to highlight much of the good
work that’s happening in and by the
Armenian American community. She
is proud to work for a station that
values and supports diversity in its
newsroom and the larger community.

Mikaelian has reported live on
everything from the North Bay wild-

MC Gacia Mikaelian,
KTVU Fox News Anchor

fires to the Super Bowl. Some of her
most fulfilling work came during the
height of the COVID pandemic, in a
series exploring the pandemic’s effect
onmental health. After graduating with
a journalism degree from San Diego
State University, she started her career
as a reporter at KSWT in Yuma, Ari-
zona. She then reported and anchored
at WAFF in Huntsville, Alabama,
XETV in San Diego and KPRC in
Houston before returning to the Bay
Area in 2005 to join KTVU as anchor.

Banquet Co-Chairs Roushig
Kalebjian and Vana Khanjian Vartanian
invited Mikaelian to MC the Banquet,
all sharing a commitment to education.
“Growingup in an Armenian Evangeli-
cal household has played a significant
role in shaping my educational jour-
ney. The emphasis on education and
academic achievement, both within
Evangelicalism and Armenian culture,
created an environment that fostered
and supported my passion for learn-
ing. As I reflect on my educational
pursuits, I am grateful for the values
instilled in me by my upbringing, and
the positive impact they have had on
my life,” says Kalebjian. Vartanian’s
sentiment is similar:

“Having grown up in the Armenian
Evangelical Church and community, I’ve
seen and experienced first-hand how
our educational initiatives have instilled
strong moral and spiritual values.”

“Our Armenian Evangelical
schools have educated generations of
leaders who value Armenian culture
and uphold our Christian faith,” says
AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven
Khanjian. “I look forward to the
AMAA’s 104th Annual Meeting Ban-
quet at which we will honor Edward
Avedisian posthumously and celebrate
his beautiful vision realized in the
Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian
School, named in memory of his lov-
ing parents, and to joining our AMAA
community in Celebrating Armenian
Evangelical Education.”

both Armenia and Azerbaijan are im-
portant, but we’ve always been very
clear that the ongoing conflict will not
bring about sustainable peace. What
we want to see is sustainable peace,”
he added.

“The UK wants to see a compre-
hensive peace settlement reached as
soon as possible, and we are encour-

aged by the recent steps of the EU and
US inthatdirection,” the Minister said.

“The UK-Armenian relationship
encompasses a wide range of areas
including support to governance and
economic reforms, trade, defense,
culture and educational links and, of
course, support to those affected by
the conflict,” Leo Docherty said.
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AEBU
SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
Through June 30, 2023

To apply, visit our website

WWW.AEBU.ORG

All eligible undergraduate
students of Armenian descent
are invited to apply.
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62623447321

AEBU 5CHOLARSHIP FUND COMMITTEE

1060 North Allen Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91104
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