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PM Pashinyan to President Putin -
Humanitarian Situation in Nagorno
Karabakh Remains Tense

SOCHI—Russian President
Vladimir Putin met with Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan on Friday for
the second time in two weeks to dis-
cuss bilateral ties and the Armenian-
Azerbaijani conflict.

The talks followed Putin’s col-
lective meeting with the prime minis-
ters of Eurasian Intergovernmental
Council states, who held a regular
session in the Russian city of Sochi.

“l am very pleased to have the
opportunity, on the sidelines of today’s
event, to once again talk about the

current situation in bilateral terms and
in regional areas, which we spoke
about in such detail at the previous
meeting in Moscow,” Putin told
Pashinyan in his short opening re-
marks.

Pashinyan said, for his part, that
they will discuss the tense humanitar-
ian situation in Nagorno-Karabakh re-
sulting from Azerbaijan’s continuing
blockade of the Lachin corridor.

“We will discuss the situation in

Continued on page4

Rep. Adam Schiff Urges Biden to Defend
Democracy and Human Rights
in Armenia and Artsakhn

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Last
week, Congressman Adam Schiff (D-
Calif.) sent a letter to President Biden
urging him to act quickly and deci-
sively to address the ongoing situation
in Armenia and Artsakh as Azerbaijan
continues to launch attacks and ad-
minister a blockade of the Lachin Cor-
ridor, creating a human rights crisis in
the regio.

In the letter, Schiff expressed
concern over the escalating threat of
ethnic cleansing and genocide faced
by the people of Artsakh and Armenia
at the hands of the despotic Aliyev
regime.

The letter also expresses con-
cern that Artsakh has been used as a
bargaining chip in the peace talks be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan, with-
out any representation.

“The people of Armenia and
Artsakh deserve a just and lasting
peace. This will only be possible if the
United States and the EU partners in-
volved in talks remain committed to
upholding democracy, human rights,
the rule of law, and to respecting the
legitimate rights of the people of
Artsakh. We must take immediate
measures to condemn ceasefire viola-
tions by Azerbaijan; call on Azerbaijan
toimmediately and unconditionally re-
lease all Armenian prisoners of war;

hold Azerbaijan accountable for the
ongoing blockade of the Lachin Corri-
dor, including through sanctions and
cutting off aid; and ensure the protec-
tion and right to self-determination of
the people of Artsakh, whose people
have spoken with one voice that they
will not give up on their right to inde-
pendence and a peaceful life with dig-
nity” wrote Rep. Schiff.

Schiff has long been a vocal ad-
vocate for the United States to use all
available means, including sanctions
andrestriction ofaid, to stop Azerbaijan
from using force, threats, and terror to
expel and annihilate the citizens of
Artsakh and take control of Artsakh or
Armenian territory.

Memorandum of Understanding Signed
Between Armenia and India

PUNE, INDIA — On June 12-
13, Gevorg Mantashyan, First Deputy
Minister of High-Tech Industry of the
Republic of Armenia, is on a working
visitto Pune, India, to participate in the
“Global Digital Public Infrastructure
(DPI) Summit” held within the frame-
work of the meeting of the “G20 Digi-
tal Economy Working Group.”

As part of the summit, a memo-
randum of understanding was signed
between the Ministry of High-Tech
Industry of the Republic of Armenia
and the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology of the Re-
public of India. The memorandum is
titled “Cooperation in the Field of Shar-
ing Successful Digital Solutions Imple-
mented at Population Scale for Digital
Transformation.” It was signed by

Gevorg Mantashyan, the First Deputy
Minister of High-Tech Industry of the
Republic of Armenia, and Alkesh Kumar
Sharma, the Secretary of the Ministry
of Electronics and Information Tech-
nology of the Republic of India.

The signed document expresses
the parties’ readiness to expand coop-
eration between the two countries in
promoting institutional cooperation,
conducting feasibility studies, assess-
ing modernization, and implementing
digital transformation solutions.

During the summit, First Deputy
Minister Gevorg Mantashyan deliv-
ered a speech in which he emphasized
the importance of digital public infra-
structures and their impact on the

Continued on page4

“I Have Personally Seen the Tense Situation
Along the Border.” US Ambassador

SYUNIK — US Ambassador to
Armenia, Kristina Kvien, visited the
Tegh extended community in Syunik
province yesterday and familiarized
herself with the situation. During her
visit, Ambassador Kvien met with lo-
cal officials, civil society, and resi-
dents who shared their pervasive se-
curity concerns. She also traveled to
Tegh, where she personally observed
the tense situation at the border. The
ambassador emphasized that everyone
deserves the safety and security that a

just and lasting peace would bring.

“I have personally seen the tense
situation along the border. Everyone
deserves the safety and security that a
justand lasting peace will bring,” wrote
the United States ambassador.

While in Syunik, Ambassador
Kvien also visited the St. Hovhannes
Church in Meghri, the Tatev Monas-
tery, and the Khndzoresk Cave City.
She underscored the importance of
protecting and preserving cultural heri-
tage.
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Armenian FM: Azerbaijan Preparing Ground
for Another Aggressive and Ethnic Cleansing Regarding Environmental Impact of Yeraskh
in Nagorno-Karabakh

YEREVAN — The Azerbaijani
military may be gearing up for another
attack on Nagorno-Karabakh, the Ar-
menian government said on Tuesday.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
pointed, meanwhile, to the “fake
news” about Armenian ceasefire vio-
lations spread by Baku. It said it has
“extremely serious concerns that
Azerbaijan’s military-political leader-
ship ... is preparing the ground for
carrying out fresh aggressive actions
and ethnic cleansing in Nagorno-
Karabakh.”

For a long time, the Ministry of
Defense of Azerbaijan has been spread-
ing daily fake news about ceasefire
violations by the Defense Army of
Nagorno-Karabakh in the zone of re-
sponsibility of Russian peacekeepers in
Nagorno-Karabakh, the Armenian For-
eign Ministry said today in a statement.

“It is noteworthy that in the in-
formation materials published by the
Russian peacekeepers, ceasefire vio-
lations only by Azerbaijan were re-
corded,” the statement stresses.

It says that taking into account
the already well-established experi-
ence of Azerbaijan in providing “in-
formational support” before carrying
out the next acts of force and artifi-
cially assigning responsibility for fu-
ture actions to the other party from
the outset, the Republic of Armenia
has serious concerns. They believe
that the military-political leadership
of Azerbaijan, despite all its own ob-
ligations, is preparing the ground for
another aggressive action and ethnic
cleansing in Nagorno-Karabakh.

“We call on the peacekeeping
forces of the Russian Federation to
strictly follow the observance of the
ceasefireregime and investigate all the
incidents voiced by Azerbaijan, pub-

licly presenting the entire situation on
the ground.”

At the same time, the Republic of
Armenia reiterates its position on the
necessity to send an international fact-
finding mission to Nagorno-Karabakh.
This mission can provide reliable and
unbiased information about both the
situation in the line of contact between
the sides and the humanitarian crisis in
Nagorno-Karabakh. The humanitarian
crisis is a result of Azerbaijan’s dis-
ruption of the functioning of the Lachin
corridor by setting up an illegal check-
point in violation of the regime estab-
lished under the November 9, 2020
Statement. Azerbaijan has also blocked
natural gas and electricity supplies to
Nagorno-Karabakh and targeted citi-
zens carrying out agricultural work
and their machinery.

The Republic of Armenia is con-
vinced that addressing the issues of
rights and security of the people of
Nagorno-Karabakh within the frame-
work of an international mechanism
through the Baku-Stepanakert dialogue
is urgent and should not be delayed.
They call on the international commu-
nity to support this process, the state-
ment says.

Paris City Council Unanimously Adopts a
Resolution to Provide Urgent Aid to the
People of Artsakh

PARIS -- The City
Council of Paris has
unanimously adopted a
resolution on “provision
ofurgentaid to the people
of Artsakh and those
who have taken refuge
in the Republic of Arme-
nia, the Armenian Em-
bassy in France informs.

The resolution em-
phasizes the fact that as a
result of the illegal block-
ing ofthe Lachin Corridor
by Azerbaijan since De-
cember 12, 2022, 120,000 residents of
Artsakh are cut off from the rest of the
world. It refers to the fact that on
November 27,2020 the Paris City Coun-
ciladopteda call-resolution addressed to
the French government regarding the
recognition of the Republic of Artsakh,
the assistance provided to the population
of Artsakh by the various administrative
territorial units of France, the many calls
of support and solidarity addressed to
the Armenian people by the Paris Mu-
nicipality, Yerevan's membership in the

International Association of Francophone
Mayors (IAFM), and the support pro-
vided by the city of Paris to Artsakh
Armenians once again is highlighted.
The city council also authorizes
the mayor of Paris to call on other
administrative territorial units of France
and foreign cities that are members of
the IAFM to join the initiative of urgent
support, the aim of which is to support
the people of Artsakh who have taken
refuge in the Republic of Armenia and to
deliver food to the people of Artsakh
through a humanitarian convoy.
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Armenia Dismisses Azerbaijani Concerns

Smelter Plant

YEREVAN—The GTB Steel
LLC, which is constructing a black
metal scrap processing plant (smelter)
in Yeraskh, Armenia, stated that it
will continue its activities in the bor-
der community in accordance with
all requirements defined by Armenian
legislation and for the benefit of the
Republic of Armenia. This response
came after a statement by the
Azerbaijani Ministry of Environmen-
tal Protection, which claimed that the
construction and operation of the
smelter would harm the environment
of their country.

Disregarding the significance
of Azerbaijan’s statement, GTB Steel
LLC took the opportunity to provide
more detailed information about the
project to the Armenian society. The
company emphasized its commit-
ment to transparency and account-
ability in carrying out its activities.

“The sole purpose of these en-
vironmental false alarms is to im-
pede the economic development of
the Republic of Armenia,” stated
the Armenian Ministry of Environ-
ment.

The Ministry of Education and
Culture assured that the metallurgi-
cal plant will be constructed in com-
pliance with all environmental norms

and requirements, following domes-
tic legislative regulations. Further-
more, Armenia is committed to ful-
filling all international obligations in
this field.

In recent days, Minister of
Economy Vahan Kerobyan an-
nounced the construction of a met-
allurgical factory in Yeraskh village,
Ararat region. The factory will pro-
cess and produce ferrous metals,
rebars, angles, and pipes.

GTB Steel LLC, the owner of
the under-construction metal smelter,
has obtained a positive conclusion
on the environmental impact from
the Armenian Ministry of Environ-
mental Protection, in accordance with
Armenian legislation. The conclusion
confirms the implementation of mod-
ern technologies to minimize envi-
ronmental impact and the adoption of
adequate measures. It should be noted
that the smelter is currently under
construction and not operational.

GTB Steel stated that it will
continue its activities in the border
community of Yeraskh, which is
crucial for the Republic of Arme-
nia, while adhering to the require-
ments specified by Armenian legis-
lation and for the benefit of the
country.

Armenia Refutes Azerbaijani Claims of
Russian Border Service Guarding
Communication Routes

YEREVAN—The office of the
Deputy Prime Minister of Armenia,
Mher Grigoryan, has denied the claim
made by the Deputy Prime Minister
of Azerbaijan, Shahin Mustafaev, re-
garding an agreement reached at the
tripartite meeting of the Deputy Prime
Ministers of Armenia, Azerbaijan,
and Russia on June 2. Mustafaev
claimed that the border guards of the
Federal Security Service of Russia
would be responsible for guarding
the communication routes leading to
Nakhichevan on Armenian territory.

"The office of the deputy prime
minister told Armenpress that no
such agreement was reached during
the discussions of the tripartite work-
ing group, including the latest meet-
ing. Armenia's position has been and
continues to be that the roads men-
tioned in point 9 of the tripartite

statement of November 9, 2020,
should operate under the sovereignty
and jurisdiction of the parties, based
on the principle of reciprocity."

Azerbaijani Deputy Prime Min-
ister Shahin Mustafayev stated in an
interview with the Azerbaijani website
Report.az that plans are underway to
restore existing transport links and
build new ones that will connect the
Autonomous Republic of
Nakhichevan with the western re-
gions of Azerbaijan. The transporta-
tion of passengers, cargo, and ve-
hicles will be facilitated.

Mustafaev further mentioned
that, as per the declaration of No-
vember 9/10, the border service of
the Federal Security Service of Rus-
sia will be responsible for ensuring
the unrestricted movement of citi-
zens, vehicles, and cargo.
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EU Mission to Open Three Additional
Operational Hubs in Armenia

YEREVAN—The EU Missionin
Armenia (EUMA) plans to open three
additional operational hubs in Kapan,
Ijevan, and Yeghegnadzor in the up-
coming months, according to EUMA
Head of Mission Markus Ritter.

On June 1, EUMA Head of Mis-
sion Markus Ritter, together with
Ambassador Andrea Wiktorin, Head of
the EU Delegation in Armenia, wel-
comed an EU delegation from the
COEST Working group in Martuni.
Mr. Ritter introduced them to the
mission’s mandate and its activities.
He also provided the participants with
updates on security developments on
the ground, based on observations
gathered from the mission’s patrols.

In the first three months of
EUMA’s existence, the mission con-
ducted over 300 patrols in total from
its operational hubs in Goris, Jermuk,
and Martuni. The patrols cover more
than 3800 km of distance every week.
“The mission was launched at an un-

precedented speed, starting its opera-
tions this February,” Mr. Ritter said.
The mission plans to open the three
additional operational hubs in Kapan,
Ijevan, and Yeghegnadzor in the up-
coming months, gradually reaching
full operational capability in the near
future.

“Our goal is, among others, to
contribute to stabilizing security in
border areas. According to numerous
Armenian officials, EUMA has con-
tributed to a certain stabilization of the
situation. However, the situation re-
mains volatile,” Mr. Ritter added.

EUMA is a non-armed, civilian,
and non-executive mission aimed at
observing and reporting to the EU on
the security situation on the ground.
The mission is deployed on the Arme-
nian side of the Armenia-Azerbaijan
border, with headquarters in
Yeghegnadzor, six Forward Operating
Bases, and a small liaison office in
Yerevan.

IMF Projects 5.5 Percent Growth
in Armenia in 2023

The Executive Board of the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) com-
pleted the first review under the Stand-
By Arrangement (SBA) with Armenia.
The completion of the review enables
access of SDR 18.4 million (about
US$24.5 million), bringing total ac-
cess to SDR 36.8 million (about US$49
million). The SBA was approved by
the IMF’s Board on December 12,
2022. The Armenian authorities con-
tinue to treat the arrangement as pre-
cautionary. The Executive Board’s
decision on the first review was taken
without a meeting.

Armenia’s economic activity was
very strong in 2022, with real GDP
growing at 12.6 percent, driven by
robust consumption and external de-
mand, and fueled by large foreign ex-
change and migrant inflows from Rus-
sia. The growth momentum has con-
tinued in 2023Q1, led by expansion in
construction, service, and trade-re-
lated sectors. The current account
deficit plummeted to 0.9 percent of
GDP for the year, benefiting from
strong tourism income and remit-
tances. Foreign direct investment and
other investment inflows also in-
creased, reflecting primarily capital
inflows from Russia. Gross reserves
increased to US$4.1 bn. The dram
appreciated by over 20 percent against

the US dollar in 2022.

Inflationary pressures started to
ease in late 2022-early 2023. Headline
inflation declined to 3.2 percent (y-o-
y) in April 2023, mainly on account of
base effects and rapidly easing food
and transportation prices. But core
inflation remains above headline at4.3
percent (y-o-y) in April 2023. Double-
digitnominal wage growth and service
price growth are sources of significant
underlying inflationary pressures.

The fiscal position improved sig-
nificantly in 2022. The headline fiscal
deficit narrowed to 2.1 percent of
GDP in 2022 on account of robust
revenues and spending under-execu-
tion. Central government debt dropped
by 14 percentage points of GDP to
46.7 percent of GDP, due to deficit
reduction, high nominal growth, and
exchange rate appreciation.

The program is broadly on track.
All end-December quantitative perfor-
mance criteria (QPCs) and indicative
targets (IT) were met, and good
progress was made toward the comple-
tion of structural benchmarks (SB).
The end-March structural benchmark
requiring the adoption ofa decree clari-
fying the mandate, reporting, trans-
parency, and viability requirements for
the Armenian National Interests Fund
(ANIF) was completed as a prior ac-
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Mayor Bass and City Council President
Krekorian Renew Call for Pres. Biden to End
Artsakh Blockade

LOS ANGELES — Mayor Karen
Bass and City Council President Paul
Krekorian today sent a letter to Presi-
dent Joe Biden and other federal offi-
cials calling for strong U.S. action to
end the illegal blockade of the Lachin
Corridor, to provide humanitarian aid
to the suffering people of Artsakh, and
extend full diplomatic recognition to
the Republic of Artsakh. This letter
follows a previous letter sent in Janu-
ary during an escalation of this conflict
by the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Read the text of the letter below:

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing once again to call
for meaningful American action to bring
reliefto the besieged people of Artsakh.
Azerbaijan’s blockade of the Lachin
Corridor threatens 120,000 men,
women, and children with death or
expulsion from their ancestral home-
land. The United States must act to
curb Azerbaijan’s continuing acts of
aggression against Armenia and the
indigenous Armenian people of the
Republic of Artsakh.

If the United States does not rise
to the defense of the vulnerable Arme-
nian population in their ancient home-
land, there is a grave risk of genocide
in the region. The dictator of
Azerbaijan, [lham Aliyev, has threat-
ened the expulsion or destruction of
the indigenous Armenian population
from the territory he claims — and his
claims extend far beyond the interna-
tionally recognized borders of his own
country.

In their unprovoked attack on
Artsakh in September 2020, Azeri
forces destroyed civilian infrastruc-
ture and deliberately targeted cultural
and historic sites, including churches
and a cathedral where civilians sought
shelter from bombardment. Azerbaijan
has continued to destroy Armenian
churches, schools, cemeteries, and
monuments with the intent to eradicate
the history of the Armenian peopleina
land where they have lived for thou-
sands of years.

Azerbaijan renewed its attacks
on Armenia itself in September 2022,
shelling civilian areas, occupying Ar-
menian territory, executing prisoners,
and mutilating the bodies of female
combatants. Azerbaijan continues to

hold Armenian prisoners of war as
hostages to this day.

Since we last wrote to you, the
indigenous Armenian people of Artsakh
are continuing to face a slow death
through starvation and the lack of
medical care. This unfolding humani-
tarian catastrophe is the result of a
blockade instigated by Azerbaijan, with
the support of Russian troops, who are
essentially holding the people of Artsakh
hostage by siege. Thisillegal blockade
has been in place for nearly six months.

The United States, through Sec-
retary Blinken and Ambassador Tho-
mas-Greenfield, has called for an end
to this blockade. But these demands
must be met with strong actions to
secure a lasting peace, particularly
when Russia seeks to advance its own
anti-Western and anti-democratic re-
gional goals.

The United States must clearly
demonstrate its commitment to de-
mocracy and global stability by com-
ing to the aid of the people of Artsakh
and defending the territorial integrity
of Armenia. That immediate and un-
ambiguous response should include
the following measures:

The United States must supply
immediate humanitarian aid to the
people of Artsakh who are now suffer-
ing from the illegal blockade of the
Lachin Corridor imposed by Azerbaijan
with the complicity of Russia.

The United States must take real
action to end the unlawful blockade of
the Lachin Corridor and curb Azeri
aggression. The United States must
fully enforce Section 907 of the Free-
dom Support Act without Presidential
waiver, and must immediately discon-
tinue all arms transfers to Azerbaijan.

The time has come for the United
States to extend full diplomatic recog-
nition to the Republic of Artsakh as an
independent democratic state.

We are the executive and legisla-
tive leaders of the second-largest city
in America, and home to the most
significant community of diasporan
Armenians in the world. We look for-
ward to receiving your assurance that
the United States will not stand idly by
while an aggressive dictatorship pur-
sues a genocidal policy againstits demo-
cratic neighbors.

tion for the review.

The economic outlook for 2023
is generally positive, although risks
remain substantial. GDP growth is

projected to decelerate but strong
momentum, consumption and invest-
ment are expected to keep it at 5.5
percent in 2023.
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Rare Armenian Manuscripts to be Restored
through Bank of America Art Conservation
Project Grant

WATERTOWN, MA — As part
of its Art Conservation Project, Bank
of America provided a grant to the
Armenian Museum of America of
Watertown, Mass., to restore 21 illu-
minated manuscripts from its collec-
tion, one of which dates back to the
13th century, the museum announced
today. Bank of America selected the
Armenian Museum of America as one
of'the 23 cultural institutions that have
been named recipients of the 2023
Bank of America Art Conservation
Project, aprogram that provides grants
to nonprofit cultural institutions to
conserve important works of art.

This year’s recipients represent
a diverse range of artistic styles, me-
dia, and cultural traditions across China,
Colombia, France, Lebanon, Mexico,
Singapore, South Africa, Sweden, the
U.K. and the U.S.

The Armenian Museum of
America has the largest collection of
Armenian artifacts in the United States.
Among them is an extremely rare col-
lection of 21 handwritten and hand-
illuminated manuscripts, of which ap-
proximately 10 are on display in the
museum’s galleries at any given time.
One example is a small hymnal, or
sharaknots in Armenian, which con-
tains hymns to be chanted and per-
formed on feast days. Attributed to the
prolific artist Karapet of Berkri, the
illumination depicts the Presentation
of Christ in the Temple.

Since 2010, Bank of America’s
Art Conservation Project has supported
the preservation of paintings, sculp-
tures, and archeological and architec-
tural pieces of critical importance to
cultural heritage and the history of art.
More than 237 projects across 40 coun-
tries managed by nonprofit cultural
institutions received funding to con-
serve historically or culturally signifi-
cant works of art that are in danger of

deterioration.

“We are incredibly grateful to
Bank of America for providing us with
this leadership grant so our manu-
scripts will be preserved so that they
can be viewed by the public and stud-
ied in perpetuity without risk of further
damage. This partnership will allow
visitors to view the art and culture of
the past, and to see it in the context of
the present in our galleries,” said Jason
Sohigian, executive director of the
Armenian Museum.

“By the medieval period, Arme-
nians had a rich literary society. Since
then, many manuscripts and illumina-
tions have been looted or destroyed, a
process that intensified during the Ar-
menian Genocide of 1915. Preserva-
tion has taken on a renewed impor-
tance, as Armenia’s cultural heritage
remains at risk,” he added.

“The Armenian Museum of
America is an indispensable resource
for the preservation of the rich heri-
tage of the Armenian people. The con-
servation of these artifacts enriches
the community and allows people of all
backgrounds to appreciate how the
inspirational story of the Armenian
people fits into the history of America,”
said Miceal Chamberlain, President,
Bank of America Massachusetts.

The conservation of these rare
books will be completed by experts
from the Mesrop Mashtots Institute of
Ancient Manuscripts in Yerevan,
which is the largest and most signifi-
cant Armenian library and archive in
the world. The manuscripts require
restoration and preservation due to
worn edges, light damage, and dust.

The Art Conservation Project is
one demonstration of BofA’s commit-
ment to promoting cultural
sustainability and making the arts more
accessible and inclusive in communi-
ties.

PM Pashinyan to

Continued frompage 1

Nagorno Karabakh, in the zone of
responsibility of the Russian peace-
keepers. Unfortunately, the humani-
tarian situation there remains tense.
There has been no gas and electricity
in Nagorno-Karabakh for several
months, and the situation in the
Lachin Corridor continues to be quite

President Putin

tense. By the way, I must emphasize
that now the supplies of food to
Nagorno Karabakh are carried out
with the support of Russian peace-
keepers. It is a limited amount of
food. The humanitarian crisis in
Nagorno-Karabakh continues, and it
is also a very important issue that I
am sure we will discuss today,”
Pashinyan told Putin.
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Armenian-French Project Among Winners of
2023 European Heritage Awards

The European Commission and
Europa Nostra today announced the
winners of the 2023 European Heri-
tage Awards/Europa Nostra Awards.

The annual EU prize for cultural
heritage rewards 28 best initiatives and
personalities from 20 European coun-
tries representing the latest develop-
ments and priorities related to heritage
policy and practice in Europe.

The Armenian-French joint
project ‘Scientific-Archaeological
Studies for the Preservation of
Ererouyk’ is among the winners of the
‘Research’ category. Ererouyk is an
early Christian and medieval complex,
located in Shirak province of Armenia.
It consists of remains of a 6th-century
basilica, ancient mausoleum and cem-
etery, ancient village and dam. The
researchers succeeded in dating the
basilicaand conducting a detailed analy-
sis of its carved decoration. Through
comparative research, the project also
highlighted the particularities of Arme-
nian Christianity and funerary cus-
toms.

This research project was car-
ried out between 2009 and 2021 by the
Laboratory of Medieval and Modern
Archaeology in the Mediterranean of
Aix-en-Provence (LA3M), France, the
Institute of Archaeology and Ethnog-
raphy of the Armenian Academy of
Sciences, and the Shirak Regional
Museum in Gyumri, Armenia, along-
side several experts of different na-
tionalities.

Annual missions lasting almost
a month were carried out every au-
tumn, complemented by a programme
of analysis, elaboration and interpre-
tation of the data collected at the

associated institutions. Ererouyk was
conceived as a training site for local
and international students; and a full-
day conference was organized each
year at Aix-Marseille University to
present the progress of the research
to students and the public.

Among the concrete results
achieved, the researchers succeeded
in dating the basilica and conducting
adetailed analysis of'its carved deco-
ration. Through comparative re-
search, the project also highlighted
the particularities of Armenian Chris-
tianity and funerary customs. Also
notable is the assessment of the
place and role of the site of Ererouyk
in the life of the region and in par-
ticular in its relationship with the
city of Ani. The publication of nu-
merous papers gained the recogni-
tion of the international scientific
community and provided concrete
elements for the study of the ba-
silica, allowing for the design of a
conservation project respectful of
its authenticity. The results of this
comprehensive research project
raised the visibility of the site at a
European level, contributing to its
listing among the 7 Most Endan-
gered heritage sites in Europe in
2016 by Europa Nostra and the
European Investment Bank Insti-
tute.

This project serves as an out-
standing example of how the col-
laboration between experts of dif-
ferent nationalities and the imple-
mentation of a rigorous historical
and scientific method can provide
new insights and knowledge on
cultural heritage sites.

Memorandum of Understanding Signed

Continued from page 1

people who use them. He highlighted
the need to regulate technology with-
out limiting its development and
growth, and praised India’s use of
technology to combat poverty and
improve infrastructure. He expressed
hope that by working together, tech-
nologies can be developed to enhance
the quality of life for mankind.

As part of the summit, Gevorg
Mantashyan will hold meetings with
representatives from India’s public and
private sectors, and discussions will
take place among the participants from
different states attending the event.

The summit, held during India’s
G20 Presidency, brought together G20
members, renowned experts from in-
vited countries, international organiza-
tions, policy makers, and practitioners
working in the field of digital gover-
nance. The aim was to share experi-
ences and embrace digital public infra-
structure to enhance the global digital
economy. This aligns with the G20
theme, “One Earth, One Family, One
Future.”

The summit will also feature the
Global DPI Exhibition, where G20
members and invited countries will
showcase and demonstrate their popu-
lation-scale DPIs at stalls.
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PROGRAM

All eligible undergraduate
students of Armenian descent
are invited to apply.
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Through June 30, 2023

To apply, visit our website

WWW.AEBU.ORG
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From Armeno-Turkish to Armenian and English languages.
Bring your family's history back to life!
Family letters, postcards, diaries, and more...
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Website: norayr.daduryan.com
Email: norayrdaduryan@gmail.com
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