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Pashinyan: War May Have Been Prevented If Armenia Recognized
Azerbaijan’s claims to Nagorno-Karabakh

YEREVAN -- The session of the
Investigative Committee of the Na-
tional Assembly continued on June 27,
2023, with the participation of Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan. The com-
mittee is studying the circumstances
of the 44-day war that took place in
2020.

Prime Minister Pashinyan ex-
pressed his desire for his questioning
in the Investigative Commission to be
made public. All previous meetings of
the commission, which involved cur-
rent and former officials and military
personnel, were held behind closed
doors.

However, the opposition factions
"Hayastan" and "Pativ Unem" an-
nounced that they would not partici-
pate in the session of the Investigative
Commission with the Prime Minister's
involvement.

During the live broadcast ses-
sion, Pashinyan answered questions
from the deputies regarding the nego-
tiation process, the possibility ofavoid-
ing the war, intelligence accuracy, and
the army's combat capability. He ad-
mitted that he was unable to halt the
escalation of the conflict, describing
the negotiation process as a "conveyor
belt of war" where the demand for

Armenian, Azeri FMs Begin Fresh Talks
in Washington

WASHINGTON, DC — The Ar-
menian and Azerbaijani foreign minis-
ters began on Tuesday a new round of
U.S.-mediated negotiations focusing
on a peace treaty between the two
South Caucasus states.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken attended the opening session
of'the talks in Arlington, Virginia after
holding separate meetings with
Armenia’s Ararat Mirzoyan and
Azerbaijan’s Jeyhun Bayramov.

The talks continued in a bilateral
format. The U.S. State Department
spokesman, Matthew Miller, said on

Monday that they will likely last for
three days.

“We continue to believe that peace
is within reach and direct dialogue is
the key to resolving the remaining
issues and reaching a durable and dig-
nified peace,” Miller told a news brief-
ing in Washington.

Mirzoyan and Bayramov reported
major progress towards the peace
treaty after meeting outside the U.S.
capital for four consecutive days in
early May. Armenian Prime Minister

Continued on page4

concessions in peacetime was followed
by a threat of war if those demands
were not met.

Pashinyan clarified that he did
not claim that avoiding the war was
impossible in theory, but he believed
that the resolution of the Nagorno-
Karabakh issue was a prerequisite for
such a possibility. He stated that aban-
doning the Armenian vision of the
conflict could have created a theoreti-
cal opportunity to prevent the war.

Regarding the army's combat ca-
pability from 2018 to 2020, Pashinyan
mentioned receiving assurances that it
would not be easy to resume a large-
scale war. He emphasized that the
Defense Army and the Armed Forces
of Armenia were capable of fulfilling
their assigned tasks.

The Prime Minister reiterated that
the purchase of weapons was not hin-
dered by financial constraints. When
asked if there were any political re-
strictions on using certain weapons,
Pashinyan mentioned that he would

Continued onpage3

Four Armenian
Soldiers Killed in
Artsakh

STEPANAKERT -- Four sol-
diers of the Nagorno-Karabakh De-
fense Army were killed in the early
hours on June 28 after Azerbaijani
armed forces used artillery and UAVs
to fire at Armenian positions located
outside Martuni and Martakert regions
of Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabakh), the
Artsakh Defense Ministry reported.

It said the ceasefire breach was
recorded at 01:30. The Defense Minis-
try pointed out that the Azerbaijani
Defense Ministry has been spreading
false news alleging that the ceasefire
violations are committed by Artsakh
troops.

On June 27, Azerbaijanis claimed
that the Artsakh troops wounded an
Azerbaijani soldier. The goal of the
Azerbaijani side is to create an infor-
mational ground for new provocations.

The Artsakh Defense Ministry
said also that as of 07:00 today morn-
ing the situation on the front line was
relatively stable.

Continued on page3

Azerbaijan Installs Concrete Barrier on
Lachin Corridor

STEPANAKERT — Azerbaijan
has turned the illegally installed check-
point on the road within the Lachin
Corridor into amilitary stronghold with
armored vehicles and concrete blocks,
according to Artsakh’s Foreign Minis-
try in a statement.

It drew the attention of the inter-
national community to the fact that for
the 9th day in a row, Azerbaijan con-
tinues the total illegal blockade of the
Lachin Corridor. Control over the cor-
ridor, as provided for by paragraph 6
of the Trilateral Statement of 9 No-
vember 2020, has been assigned to the
Russian Federation Peacekeeping Con-
tingent.

“We recall that due to the pro-
vocative actions of the Azerbaijani side
and the subsequent complete blocking
of the road through the Lachin Corri-
dor, starting from 15 June, all trans-
portation of humanitarian cargo by the

f‘ "/J

Russian Peacekeeping Contingent, in-
cluding food and other essential sup-
plies required for the survival of the
120,000 population of the Republic of
Artsakh, has been stopped. The Inter-
national Committee of the Red Crossis
unable to carry out evacuations of
seriously ill patients from Artsakh to
medical institutions in Armenia, as well
as deliver vital medicines to the repub-
lic. As a result, small domestic stocks
of food and medicine are quickly run-
ning out, which threatens to turn the
situation in the republic into a humani-
tarian catastrophe,” the Ministry said.

Moreover, it added that on 22
June, the Azerbaijani side installed con-
crete blocks on the Hakari bridge,
completely blocking the driveway of
the only Road of Life connecting
Artsakh with Armenia, and making it

Continued on page4
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Armenia Blames Russia Over Lachin
Corridor Shootout and Blocking of Artsakh

YEREVAN — Armenia’s gov-
ernment on Thursday continued to
blame Russian peacekeepers for last
week’s shooting incident in the Lachin
corridor, dismissing Moscow’s reac-
tion to it and criticism of Yerevan.

The government insisted that
Armenian border guards opened fire
on June 15 to stop Azerbaijani service-
men manning a checkpoint set up in
the corridor from placing an Azerbaijani
flag on adjacent Armenian territory.

Videos of the incident suggest
that the Azerbaijanis were escorted by
Russian soldiers as they crossed a
bridge over the Hakari river in a bid to
hoist the flag. The Armenian Foreign
Ministry summoned the Russian am-
bassador in Yerevan on June 16 to
express “strong discontent” with the
Russian peacekeepers’ actions.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman, Maria Zakharova, on
Wednesday defended the peacekeep-
ers and rejected the Armenian criti-
cism as “absolutely groundless.” She
said the incident resulted from the
“absence of a delimited Armenian-
Azerbaijani border.”

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson, Ani Badalyan dismissed
that argument, saying that Zakharova
echoed Baku’s regular justifications of
its ‘“aggressive actions against
Armenia’s borders.”

“In response to the comment of
the official representative of the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry, I consider it
necessary to mention the following.

The incident of June 15 did not
take place in the Lachin Corridor, as
the official representative of the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry notes, but in the
sovereign territory of the Republic of
Armenia, on the Armenian side of the
Hakari Bridge.

There is a clear contradiction in
the interpretation of the Russian side.
If, due to the lack of delimitation of the

border between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, it is not possible to say
exactly where the border line passes,
and this is the reason for the ongoing
problems, as the official representa-
tive of the Russian Foreign Ministry
claims, then the question arises on
whatbasis and principle the Azerbaijani
flag was being raised on June 15 on
this particular part of the border be-
tween Armenia and Azerbaijan, on this
side of the bridge. By the way, let us
record that this same thesis is regularly
repeated verbatim by the Azerbaijani
side when carrying out aggressive ac-
tions against the borders of the Repub-
lic of Armenia and invading the sover-
eign territory of the Republic of Arme-
nia.

Itisnotclear why Russian peace-
keepers participated in that operation
of Azerbaijan, when both the purpose
and even the location of the operation
were clearly outside the scope of the
peacekeepers’ functions and respon-
sibility. We remind that the only func-
tion of the Russian peacekeepers was
to keep the 5 km wide corridor of
Lachin under control.

By the way, after the June 15
incident, the Azerbaijani side completely
blocked the Lachin Corridor, as a re-
sult of which even humanitarian sup-
plies, including food and medicine, are
not being delivered to Nagorno-
Karabakh, even seriously ill persons in
need of medical care are not being
transported from Nagorno Karabakh
to Armenian medical institutions
through the ICRC, , gas and electricity
supply continues to be interrupted.

In conclusion, we would like to
urge the signatories of November 9,
2020 declaration and other tripartite
statements accepted by the leaders of
Armenia, Russia and Azerbaijan, to
steadily implement their commitments,
instead of seeking justifications.

Azeri Soldier Sentenced to 20 Years in Prison
for Murdering an Armenian

YEREVAN — One of the two
Azerbaijani soldiers detained in Arme-
niain April was convicted of killing an
Armenian man and sentenced to 20
years in prison on Wednesday.

The 56-year-old victim, Hayrapet
Meliksetyan worked as a security guard
atawaste disposal facility of Armenia’s
largest mining company located in
southeastern Syunik province. He was
found shot dead on April 12 several
kilometers from where the Azerbaijani
soldier, Huseyn Akhundov, was caught
the following day.

Armenian prosecutors say that
Akhundov committed the murder in a
failed attempt to steal the guard’s car
and flee to neighboring Iran. They say
that the car did not start and Akhundov
fled the scene before using Melisetyan’s
mobile phone to record a video in
which he bragged about killing Arme-
nians.

The video posted on social me-
dia was widely circulated by Arme-
nian media outlets shortly after sev-
eral Syunik residents apprehended
Akhundov on a highway near the

provincial capital Kapan. He was ap-
parently unarmed during his deten-
tion.

Akhundov pleaded guilty to the
murder accusation when he went on
trial in Kapan on June 9. A local court
also found him guilty of illegally
crossing the Armenian border and
smuggling weapons — charges that
were also leveled against Agshin
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PACE Resolution Calls for “Ensuring Free
and Safe Movement Through Lachine

Corr
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STRASBOURG — The Parlia-
mentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe passed a resolution on June 22
on “Ensuring free and safe access
through the Lachin Corridor”.

The Azerbaijani delegation made
every effort to change or defeat the
resolution’s adoption, but they were
unsuccessful. Around 60 amendments
proposed by them were rejected, and
the resolution was adopted.

Contrary to Azerbaijan’s claims,
the PACE resolution explicitly states
that there is no free and safe move-
ment through the Lachin Corridor.

The resolution primarily ad-
dresses the humanitarian and human
rights consequences of Azerbaijan’s
blockade of the Lachin Corridor. It
emphasizes the urgent need for an
international fact-finding mission to
visitthe Lachin Corridor and Nagorno-
Karabakh. The resolution calls on
Azerbaijan to promptly implement the
decisions of the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR) and the Inter-
national Court of Justice, and urges
Azerbaijan to restore electricity and
gas supplies to Nagorno-Karabakh.
Furthermore, Azerbaijan is urged to
abandon the hostile and threatening
rhetoric used against Armenians.

The resolution includes the fol-
lowing points, among others:

The Assembly expresses ex-
treme concern about the disruption of
free and safe movement through the
Lachin Corridor, as well as the delib-
erate shutdown of electricity and gas
supplies.

The Assembly is shocked by
Azerbaijan’s leadership’s failure to rec-
ognize the serious humanitarian and
human rights implications of the cur-
rent situation.

The Assembly deeply regrets that
the PACE rapporteur was not invited
to Azerbaijan during their fact-finding
visitand was unable to visit the Lachin
Corridor.

The Assembly emphasizes that
the current situation is unstable and
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may result in the forced displacement
of the Armenian population from their
homes and communities if the conflict
remains unresolved. In this context,
the Assembly calls for urgent attention
to the rights and security of the Arme-
nian population of Nagorno-Karabakh
through dialogue between Baku and
Stepanakert, as well as the involve-
ment of neutral international entities in
any peace-focused mechanism.

The Assembly calls on Azerbaijan
to meet the 2022 deadline without any
further extensions for the ECHR in-
terim measures applied on December
21.

The Assembly urges Azerbaijan
to promptly implement the decision of
the International Court of Justice.

The Assembly calls on Azerbaijan
to invite a delegation from the Council
of Europe for a fact-finding mission to
visit the Lachin Corridor and Nagorno-
Karabakh, in order to assess the situa-
tion on the ground. The Assembly also
calls on Azerbaijan to grant access to
other international organizations, in-
cluding UN institutions, in the region.

The Assembly urges Azerbaijan
to adopt a genuinely constructive and
peaceful approach towards neighbor-
ing Armenia and Armenians living in
Nagorno-Karabakh.

PACE calls on Azerbaijan to make
every effort to ensure free and safe
movement in both directions through
the Lachin Corridor.

PACE calls on Azerbaijan to imme-
diately restore the supply of electricity and
gas, and to collaborate with Armenians to
establish a new route for gas and power
grids that passes through Armenian terri-
tory rather than Azerbaijani territory.

The Assembly expresses deep
concern about the hostile and threat-
ening rhetoric against Armenians at
the highestlevels of Azerbaijan’s lead-
ership. Azerbaijan is urged to refrain
from such rhetoric and take measures
to combat both hate speech, including
by public and high-ranking officials,
and hate crimes.

Bebirov, the other Azerbaijani sol-
dier who crossed into Armenia from
Azerbaijan’s Nakhichevan exclave
together with Akhundov.

Bebirov was detained on April 10

in Ashotavan, a Syunik village located
about 100 kilometers northwest of
Kapan. Another Armenian court sen-
tenced him to 11.5 years in prison in
May.
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Suzy Atityan Takes California State
Attorney’s Oath of Office
Joins ACA Executive Board

GLENDALE—OnJune 16,2023,
California State Assemblymember
Laura Friedman administered the Cali-
fornia State Bar attorney’s oath to
former Armenian Council of America
(ACA) intern, and newly appointed
ACA Executive Board Member Ms.
Suzy Atityan at Glendale’s City Hall.

ACA congratulates Ms. Atityan on
her accomplishments, her unwavering
dedication to the Armenian American
community, and is proud to have her as
part of ACA’s Executive Board.

Ms. Atityan served as the Social
Chair of the Student Bar Association,
and President of both the Criminal Law

Society, and the Armenian Law Stu-
dent Society at Whittier Law School.

As a grassroots organization,
ACA is dedicated to working with all
political leaders, offering Armenian
related news, analysis and resources
for policymakers, media, students and
activists, advocating issues important
to Armenian Americans. The ACA also
aims to strengthen U.S. — Armenia and
U.S. — Artsakh ties, the development
of programs promoting sustainable
economic growth and good gover-
nance in Armenia, while promoting the
values and responsibilities of global
citizenship.

850th Anniversary of Armenian Catholicos

Nerses Shnorhali’s

e

CONFERENCE

YEREVAN— An Armenian del-
egation is participating in events dedi-
cated to the 850th anniversary of the
death of Nerses Shnoralu taking place
at the UNESCO headquarters in Paris
on June 27-28.

The delegation wis led by Minis-
ter of Education, Science, Culture and
Sport Zhanna Andreasyan.

A scientific conference dedicated
to Nerses Shnoralu was held on June
27. Deputy Minister Arayik Khzmalyan,
the Head of the Permanent Represen-
tation of the Republic of Armenia to
UNESCO Christian Ter-Stepanyan
offered opening remarks. The address
of the Catholicos of All Armenians
Karekin II will be read out. Specialist
of Armenian studies Jean-Pierre Mahé
will be the main speaker. Reports will
be presented by representatives of
Matenadaran Scientific Research In-
stitute of Ancient Manuscripts and the
Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin.

In the same day, an exhibition
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dedicated to Nerses Shnorali opened at
UNESCO headquarters. Zhanna
Andreasyanis expected tomake a speech
at the solemn opening ceremony.

The written heritage of Nerses
Shnorali will be presented in the form
of photocopies. There will be 12 large
posters with English and French sub-
titles. The exhibition will be open for
visitors from June 26 to July 3.

OnJune 28 “Hover” State Cham-
ber Choir of the National Chamber
Music Center will perform works by
Nerses Shnorali, Komitas (spiritual and
secular), Eduard Mirzoyan, Vache
Sharafyan, Artur Avanesov, Wolfram
Buchenberg. The concert will be con-
ducted by Sona Hovhannisyan and
Narine Oskanyan.

The concert program will be com-
bined with special video content cre-
ated for each of the performances.
Accredited ambassadors, representa-
tives of sister churches and guests will
attend the concert.
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Armenia’s Economic Activity Grew 12.5%
in 5 Months of 2023

ARMSTAT

Indicator of Economic Activity (IEA)
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YEREVAN — Armenia’s eco-
nomic activity in the first 5 months of
2023 grew by 12.5% compared to
January-May 2022, the National Sta-
tistical Committee (NSC) said today.

It said the growth in May 2023
compared to the previous month of
April was 7.7% and 13.7% as opposed
to May last year.

According to the official data, all
sectors of the economy saw growth.
except for electricity production and

prices of industrial goods.

In the reporting period, indus-
trial output amounted to about 952.6
billion drams, an increase of 3% com-
pared to January-May 2022. At that, a
5.3% growth was registered in May
as compared to May of the previous
year.

The construction sector surged
by 16.7% to about 131.1 billion drams.
The 12-month growth in May 2023
was 18.4%.

Pashinyan: War May Have Been Prevented

Continued from page 1

address that question in the closed
session but hinted at certain limitations
on specific weapons.

Pashinyan also disclosed thatuntil
September 25, 2020, just two days
before the war, the probability of war
was estimated at only 30 percent by
relevant bodies. He mentioned that this
assessment was not solely based on
intelligence but also on other data,
including feedback from international
partners. Pashinyan disagreed with the
assessment and expressed that he per-
sonally did not agree with the likeli-
hood of war being low.

During the session, Chairman of
the Investigative Commission,
Andranik Kocharyan, asked Pashinyan
about his biggest disappointment and
negative observations regarding the
armed forces. The Prime Minister ex-
pressed shock at the significant num-
ber of desertions and similar incidents,
citing information received from law
enforcement officers. He stated that
numerous criminal proceedings were
initiated against approximately 12,600
individuals for various crimes related
to military service and other offenses
during the 44-day war and the declared

state of martial law.

Kocharyan also questioned the
absence of 5,000 soldiers out of the
total armed forces personnel of over
117,000 to defend Shushi. Pashinyan
replied that there is an ongoing court
case related to that episode and prom-
ised to provide further details during
the closed session.

When asked about his own guilt
before the war, Pashinyan expressed
that he considers himself guilty on
political, moral, psychological, and hu-
man levels. He acknowledged respon-
sibility for everything but found it
difficult to articulate his self-indict-
ment fully.

Furthermore, Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinyan suggested that some
of the episodes that occurred on the
frontlines during the 44-day war aimed
to orchestrate a change of power in
Armenia. He mentioned that analyzing
certain events led him to entertain such
hypotheses, although he did not con-
sider this possibility until the end of the
war.

Pashinyan concluded by stating
that Armenia did not recognize the
independence of Nagorno Karabakh,
because it was not possible to stop the
war even on November 9.

Four Armenian Soldiers Killed in Artsakh

Continued frompage 1

"We urge the mass media and
users of social networks not to publish
unverified information and follow only
the official reports," the ministry said.

Four killed soldiers were
indentifiedas Armo Abgaryan, Samvel
Torosyan, Yervand Tadevosyan,
Gagik Balayan.

Nagorno-Karabakh’s leadership
and main political factions urged Arme-

nia to stop ongoing peace talks with
Azerbaijan on Wednesday after four
Karabakh Armenian soldiers werekilled
overnight in what Stepanakert described
as an Azerbaijani ceasefire violation.
In a statement unanimously
adopted by its members, the Karabakh
parliament linked the bloodshed to a
new round of U.S.-mediated negotia-
tions which the Armenian and
Azerbaijani foreign ministers began
outside Washington on Tuesday.
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A New Voice to Be Reckoned With —
Nara Ekhsigian‘s Fantasy Journey

A TALES OF THE CONQUERED NOVEI

AT ANT

S, TIATTS

ByHOVSEP MELKONIAN

Nara Ekhsigian is on a momen-
tous journey that is as important as the
proposed destination. Love for the
written word is embodied in the pages
of a fantasy novel that came as a result
of a simple question. “Did Armenians
have a mythology like the Greeks”?

The answer is a resounding yes.
Amazon has just published Nara’s new
book, a fantasy novel, entitled “Tales
of the Myths”.

This is not Nara’s first attempt
at writing and publishing. A few
years ago, and within a very short
span of time, she published “Math
and Outer Space” (2018) and “Plan-
ets and their names and the solar
System” (2019) that constituted the
initial steps of a child, literally and
figuratively speaking, engaged in the
contemplation of the magical uni-
verse that surrounds us, eager to
share her findings and discoveries
with the rest of us.

How did thisjourney come about?

“I found writing through read-
ing” says Nara. “I read a lot of books

all my life so it was only natural for me
to explore writing. I was inspired by
the stories I read”.

Nara is currently a high school
student, attending W. T. Woodson
High School in Fairfax, Virginia where
she lives with her parents Raffy and
Nathalie Ekhsigian and younger sister
Lorie, and is scheduled to graduate
from high school only in 2025!

In “Tales of the Myths” thirteen-
year old April undertakes an adventur-
ous and perilous quest to save her
beloved dog, Teddy. Teddy was once
a dog-god known as Aralez. “Despite
his divinity Teddy is fading away and
dying soon to be turned into a constel-
lation for eternity” announces the book.
Therefore the dramatic question we
are faced with is summarized simply
as follows: “Can April save Teddy and
the gods before they are conquered by
the ravages of time”?

The fantasy novel has its rules,
standards and terms. It is a literary
genre that is set in a magical world,
involving traditional myths and magi-
cal creatures . It borrows ideas or
events from the real world, especially

Azerbaijan Installs Concrete Barrier

Continued from page 1

technically impossible for vehicles to
move along the road.

“Thus, injustamonth, Azerbaijan
turned its illegally installed and adver-
tised checkpoint on the road within the
Lachin Corridor into a military strong-
hold with armored vehicles, engineer-
ing barriers, and armed personnel. It
once again demonstrates that all the
actions of the Azerbaijani side, includ-
ing the orchestrated protest of pseudo-
activists, blocking of the Stepanakert-
Goris road, cutting off gas and elec-
tricity supplies from Armenia to
Artsakh, targeting of civilians, and
obstruction of agricultural work in the
fields, have been deliberate and pre-
planned and are aimed at making the
life of Armenians in Artsakh impos-
sible,” the Foreign Ministry stated.

“The authorities of the Republic of
Artsakh have repeatedly warned about
the negative consequences of the illegal
establishment of an Azerbaijani check-
point for safe and unimpeded movement
along the Lachin Corridor, which is
now, in fact, completely stopped, and
120,000 people in Artsakh, including
30,000 children, are held hostage in their

own homes. Under these circum-
stances, overlooking or ignoring the
real state of affairs on the ground,
untargeted statements and appeals, as
well as the lack of specific and adequate
measures on the part of the international
community, only encourage the
Azerbaijani authorities to continue and
intensify their illegal and aggressive
actions,” the Ministry added.

It called on the signatories of the
Trilateral Statement of 9 November
2020, primarily the Russian Federa-
tion, to take all necessary measures to
ensure the strict and full implementa-
tion of their international obligations.

“We appeal to the UN Security
Council, which bears the primary re-
sponsibility for maintaining interna-
tional peace and security, as well as to
all responsible members of the interna-
tional community, including the lead-
ership of individual countries and in-
ternational organizations, to move from
words to action and, within the univer-
sal Responsibility to Protect, under-
take all necessary measures to stop the
war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and
crimes against humanity committed
by Azerbaijan against Artsakh and its
people,” the Ministry concluded.

from ancient and medieval times, to
create its own unique world. Fantasy
writings transport readers to fictional
realities ranging from primitive lands
ruled by dragons to familiar spaces
inhabited by superheroes to futuristic
visions where aliens vie for supremacy
in a strange world. This imaginary
world is populated by exotic crea-
tures, characters, societies and envi-
ronments that flourish as the story
develops . While the plot is central to
the story, character building takes cen-
ter stage. The common themes and
features of this genre are built around
the struggle of good vs. evil, the heroic
(or villainous ) quest for power or
knowledge, the emergence of unlikely
or reluctant hero, and the clash be-
tween the individual and society. While
the heroes are not technically humans
, the very core of the narrative is about
humans. So we share in their chal-
lenges, we rejoice at their victories, we
grieve with them over their defeats and
failures, we empathize with their flaws
and admire their courage.

Nara has spent the last three years
researching and creating the physical
world of her imagination to place her
characters and heroes there.

But what about the Armenian
connection?

“I wrote this book because I saw
a gap in the market. A lot of fantasy
children’s books had mythologies like
Greek, Roman, Mayan, Egyptian, Ko-
rean, Indian, etc., with characters of
those backgrounds but no Armenian. |
decided that I could be the one to
introduce Armenian mythology into a
fantasy book and write young charac-
ters of Armenian heritage. I was in-
spired by information I’ve come
across, documentaries I’ve watched,
my friends and family, but no one
thing in particular”.

Nara’s “Tales of the Myths” is a
broad scene of myths where charac-
ters of the Armenian pantheon and
mythology mix and interact freely with
“odar” gods and figures, engage with
them in intelligent skirmishes, and of-
ten resort to Armenian expressions
that add color and verve to the general
atmosphere. “My writing involved de-
ciding what story I wanted to read. I
wanted to read a very specific story
and so I began to research. I came
across many interesting pieces of in-
formation on Armenian history and
mythology and chose the ones that I
thought would work well with my
plot. I did my research through books
that my dad had and the internet”.

JULY 1, 2023

Nara has fun introducing in her
narrative family characters, common
daily activities and routines, as well as
Armenian expressions. We can see
and hear the Armenian family talk,
discuss, argue, and different members
of that generation champion their own
perspective. It is a sort of battle of wits
with no victors in sight while the story
evolves through them and with them.
This is the magical glue that holds the
edifice and structure of the novel.

Purely from that perspective “The
Tales of the Myth” constitutes a giant
step forward in creative writing for
Nara . One can unmistakably see how
her narrative style, dialogue construc-
tion and the processing of observa-
tions has evolved and reached a matu-
rity belied by the age of the young
author. “I’ve been influenced by a lot
of writers but one that stood out to me
was Rick Riordan, specifically with
his “Percy Jackson and the Olympi-
ans” series, says Nara.

Nara’s ability to keep the narra-
tive tight and constantly developing in
the 250 pages of the book through the
use of imaginative language and dia-
logue is simply astounding. Her writ-
ing is crisp and full of imagery and the
book bristles with observations,
thoughts and feelings that hit you un-
expectedly with their sharp relevance.
She has the knack for introducing and
weaving into her narrative unexpected
mini-stories that at times may sound as
ifsheis taking a fanciful side trip while
in fact she is exploring new avenues to
keep the story going and enrich its
fabric.

Behind her shy smile of a high
school student Nara is a determined
person with a strong mind, will and
confidence. All these attributes will
serve her in good stead as she tackles
future challenges as a writer to achieve
her dreams and aspirations..

“My future writing plans is to
write a sequel to “TALES OF THE
MYTHS” and see where it takes me. I
have many more stories that I want to
tell and hope that I can work my way
to a point where I can comfortably live
off my books”.

Like many people I am partial to
fruit tarts, and I enjoy the sights of a
well- crafted pastry with a rich buttery
crust, delicious creamy filling topped
with colorful bounties of nature. Read-
ing Nara’s “Tales of the Myths” was
indeed a delight akin to the sight of an
inviting tart that bedazzles the eye,
sharpens the anticipatory taste and
provides a feast to the ... mind.

Armenian, Azeri FMs Begin Fresh Talks

Continued from page 1

Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbaijani Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev held three face-to-
face meetings in the following weeks.

Mirzoyan and Blinken held a sepa-
rate meeting, during which regional
security and stability issues were dis-
cussed. The interlocutors touched upon
the normalization process of relations
between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

The importance of the following
issues was stressed: ensuring the de-
limitation process between Armenia
and Azerbaijan based on the Alma-Ata
Declaration and the map of 1975, with-

drawal of the troops from the border,
as well as appropriately addressing the
rights and security issues of the people
of Nagorno-Karabakh as an important
factor for the lasting peace in the
region.

The interlocutors also exchanged
views on issues of unblocking the
region’s transport infrastructure.

Ararat Mirzoyan briefed upon the
humanitarian crisis resulting from the
illegal blockade ofthe Lachin corridor.
Minister Mirzoyan emphasized the im-
perative for Azerbaijan to renounce
warmongering rhetoric as well as to
release all Armenian prisoners of war.
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Championship Game
HOMENMEN-Sahara vs Northeast LA FC

Sunday, July 9, 2023 9:55AM.
GRIFFITH PARK SOCCER FIELD;
3401 Riverside Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90027




