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Pashinian: Armenia Will Not Accept Any
Extraterritorial Corridor on Its Territory

YEREVAN—Armeniahasnever
assumed any obligation to provide an
extraterritorial corridor and will never
accept any such interpretation, Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan said on July
6 during a weekly cabinet meeting.

“Azerbaijan continues to accuse
Armenia ofnot fulfilling obligations on
ensuring transport connection through
its territory with some ambiguous in-
terpretations. I have to repeat that
Armenia has never, neither verbally
nor in writing, assumed any corridor
obligation and will not accept any such
interpretation. By reading the 9 No-
vember 2020 agreement, anyone can
see that Armenia hasn’t assumed any
corridor obligation,” Pashinyan said.

Pashinyan said that Armenia is
ready for the unblocking of regional
connections under the sovereignty and
jurisdiction of the countries.

“For a long time, the Armenian
government has put into circulation a
draft decision envisaging the opening

of three border checkpoints on the
Armenian side of the Armenia-
Azerbaijan border. This decision is not
being adopted because of Azerbaijan’s
destructive approach, which hasn’t
even initiated such a process and
doesn’t want to provide a road for
Armenia. The logic is that Azerbaijan
should also make the same decision, so
that these checkpoints get installed on
both Armenia’s side and Azerbaijan’s
side, in order for the regional and
transport infrastructures to be un-
blocked. Azerbaijan is not doing this,
and Azerbaijan is behaving this way
because it hasn’t abandoned its 30-
year policy of subjecting the Republic
of Armenia to blockade,” Pashinyan
said.

Pashinyan said he will continue
to push for a comprehensive peace
accord with Azerbaijan despite Baku’s
intention to commit genocide in

Continued on page4

FM Mirzoyan Addresing Dubrovnik Forum:
Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians on the Brink
of Ethnic Cleansing and Genocide

DUBROVNIK -- On July 8,
Ararat Mirzoyan, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Armenia, took
part in the panel discussion
"World Order out of Order: How
to Stabilise World Politics?"
within the framework of the
Dubrovnik Forum.

Touching upon the partnership
between Armenia and the EU, Minis-
ter Mirzoyan noted, "Right now,
Armenia is in the middle of demo-
cratic reforms - very large-scale
democratic reforms - strengthening
democratic institutions, a high level
of human rights protection, an inde-

pendent judiciary, etc. This brings
the European Union closer to Arme-
nia and Armenia closer to the EU. It
is no surprise that we are also trying
to explore new horizons in terms of
cooperation or deepening relations
between the EU and Armenia in vari-
ous fields, including the security di-
mension. We had the first-ever ses-
sion ofthe Armenia-EU political and
security dialogue."

Ararat Mirzoyan presented the
security situation in the South
Caucasus, the humanitarian crisis

Continued onpage3

Renowned Academician Professor Richard
G. Hovhannisyan Passes Away at Age 90
Page 4

Committee, Dr. Hambik Sarafian.

triots through such meetings.

PM Pashinyan Meets with
SDHP Representatives

YEREVAN — Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyanreceived representatives
of the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party, led by the chairman of the Central

The Prime Minister emphasized the cooperation between the RA Gov-
ernment and the SDHP, highlighting the party’s participation in the consulta-
tive meeting on cooperation with non-parliamentary political forces.

Nikol Pashinyan underscored the SDHP’s role in the diaspora commu-
nities and emphasized the need for information dissemination to our compa-

Dr. Sarafian expressed his support for the government in overcoming
the challenges faced by the country. The interlocutors discussed the resolu-
tion of existing problems and the steps taken in that direction.

US National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan
and Armenia’s Security Council Secretary
Armen Grigoryan Discuss Regional
Security Challenges

WASHINGTON, DC — U.S.
President Joe Biden’s national security
adviser, Jake Sullivan, met with
Armenia’s Security Council Secretary
Armen Grigoryan in Washington late
on Thursday for talks on regional se-
curity and U.S.-Armenian relations.

“We discussed the security situ-
ation and challenges in the region and
the wider region,” Armen Grigoryan
wrote on Facebook on Friday. “In this
context, I presented to my interlocutor
the Armenian side’s approaches to a
number of important directions.”

In his words, bilateral ties were
also on the agenda, with both men

calling for closer U.S.-Armenian co-
operation on ‘“energy, economy and
democracy.” Grigoryan did not ex-
plicitly mention ongoing Armenian-
Azerbaijani peace talks or give other
details of the meeting.

Neither Sullivan nor his office
issued a statement on the meeting that
came one week after the Armenian and
Azerbaijani foreign ministers concluded
anew round of U.S.-mediated negotia-
tions on an Armenian-Azerbaijani peace
treaty. The ministers held trilateral
meetings in Washington with Sullivan
and U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken.
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International Court of Justice Reaffirms
Decision on Lachin Corridor

THE HAGUE — The Interna-
tional Court of Justice has reaffirmed
the provisional measure indicated to its
Order of 22 February 2023, finding
that there’s no need for modification
of it, Armenia’s representative for In-
ternational Legal affairs Yeghishe
Kirakosyan announced in a tweet, re-
ferring to the court’s ruling on a new
lawsuit filed by Armenia against
Azerbaijan on May 12.

“Azerbaijan shall take all mea-
sures at its disposal to ensure unim-
peded movement of persons, vehicles
and cargo along the Lachin Corridor in
both directions,” ICJ said in a deci-
sion.

R

]
by AR

On its ruling of February 22,
2023, the UN Court said “Azerbaijan
shall in accordance with its obligations
under the International Convention on
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination, take all measures at its
disposal to ensure unimpeded move-
ment of persons, vehicles and cargo
along the Lachin Corridor in both di-
rections.”

In May Armenia filed a new
lawsuit demanding that the UN Court
supplement the February 22 ruling
on provisional measures against
Azerbaijan, citing the establishment
ofanillegal Azerbaijani checkpointin
the Lachin corridor.

France Appoints Olivier Decottignies
as New Ambassador to Armenia

PARIS — France has appointed
a new ambassador to Armenia,
Armenia’s Honorary Consul to France
Denis Jorkaeff said.

“Olivier Decottignies, senior for-
eign affairs advisor, has been appointed
as Ambassador extraordinary and
plenipotentiary of the French Republic
to the Republic of Armenia, starting
from July 21,2023,” Jorkaeff said in a
tweet.

Olivier Decottignies will succeed
Anne Louyot, who has been in charge
of the French diplomatic mission in
Armenia since August 2021.

French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron signed the relevant appointment
decree on July 6.12.

Olivier Decottignies, a French
career diplomat, was a2015-2016 dip-
lomat in residence at The Washington
Institute. From2012t0 2015, he served
as second counselor in the French
Embassy in Iran, overseeing the
nuclear portfolio and Iran’s regional

policies. Before that, he served in the
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Paris, where he worked on political-
military issues, especially NATO and
EU operations in Libya, the Balkans,
and the Caucasus.

Decottignies currently serves as
French consul to Iraqi Kurdistan.

Kidnaped Armenian Soldiers Sentenced to
Long Prison Term in Azerbaijan

BAKU — A court in Azerbaijan
sentenced two Armenian soldiers to
11.5 years in prison on Friday more
than one month after they were kid-
naped by Azerbaijani forces in a cross-
border incursion.

According to the Armenian De-
fense Ministry, the soldiers, Harutyun
Hovagimyan and Karen Ghazaryan,
were ambushed and kidnapped on May
26 after delivering water and food to
Armenian army units guarding the bor-
der with Azerbaijan. The ministry pub-

lished photographs of their abandoned
military truck found in a wooded area
in in Armenia’s southeastern Syunik
province.

The Azerbaijani side falsely claimed
that Hovagimyan and Ghazaryan were
taken prisoner during a sabotage attack
on an Azerbaijani army outpost. It
brought a string of criminal charges,
including “terrorism,” against them.
They were convicted of these charges,
strongly denied by Yerevan, at the end
of a brief trial that began on Monday.

JULY 15, 2023

Karabakh Rejects Azeri Demands
to Disband Army

STEPANAKERT -- Nagorno-
Karabakh will continue to reject
Azerbaijan’s demands to disband its
armed forces, NKR Foreign Minister
Sergei Ghazaryan said on Thursday.

Ghazaryan said the existence of
the Defense Army remains essential in
the face of existential threats to
Karabakh's Armenian population.

“Seeing how the Azerbaijani
side’s aggressive actions and rhetoric
are gaining momentum, it’s obviously
not realistic to discuss the dissolution
of the Defense Army or the state sys-
tem,” Ghazaryan told reporters.

In recent months, Baku has re-
peatedly threatened military action
against Karabakh’s “illegal armed for-
mations” that were supported by Ar-
menia until the 2020 war and signifi-
cantly downsized since then.
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev
said on Wednesday that they must
be “disarmed” and disbanded.

Arayik Harutyunyan, the Karabakh
president, said last week that this is
Azerbaijan’s main precondition for ne-
gotiating with Stepanakert. He also com-
plained that Baku is only willing to
discuss the Armenian-populated
region’s “integration” into Azerbaijan.

One of Harutyunyan’s politi-
cal allies told RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service on Monday that this is the
reason why Karabakh’s leaders
turned down last month a U.S. pro-
posal to meet with Azerbaijani offi-
cials in a neutral location for inte-
gration talks.

Ghazaryan said, however, that
they did not refuse to negotiate with
Baku. He stressed at the same time that
Stepanakert cannot negotiate “under
pressure” and that the Azerbaijani side

B RMENPRESS

must first unblock emergency food
supplies to Karabakh through the Lachin
corridor.

“There can be no dialogue with
preconditions,” he said. “The other
side must demonstrate that it is ready
for dialogue. Butifthey close the road,
how can we be sure that they are ready
for dialogue?”

Ghazaryan also confirmed that
Harutyunyan last week appealed to
Russian President Vladimir Putin to
help lift the eight-month Azerbaijani
blockade of Karabakh’s only land link
with the outside world. He said
Stepanakert specifically hopes that the
Russian peacekeepers stationed in
Karabakh will “make every effort” for
that purpose in line with the Russian-
brokered ceasefire that stopped the
2020 war.

Putin discussed the matter with
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan in a phone call on Wednes-
day. Harutyunyan said he asked
Pashinian to phone the Russian
leader.

Armenia, Greece and Cyprus Sign Trilateral
Military Cooperation Program

NICOSIA — On July 5, the
trilateral defense consultations be-
tween Armenia, Greece, and Cyprus
were held in the Republic of Cyprus.
Leading the Armenian delegation was
Levon Ayvazyan, the head of the
Department of Defense Policy and
International Cooperation of the RA
Ministry of Defense.

During the consultations, vari-
ous security and cooperation issues
of mutual interest to the three coun-
tries were discussed. The parties
reiterated their readiness to collabo-

L 4L Mwznupwnipwl
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rate and take joint steps in order to
strengthen the defense capability and
military security of all three nations.

As a result of the discussions,
the annual program of trilateral mili-
tary cooperation was signed, en-
compassing a range of events to be
held in Armenia, Greece, and Cyprus.

At the conclusion of the con-
sultations, Lieutenant General
Dimokritos Zervakis, the commander
of the National Guard of the Repub-
lic of Cyprus, also received the del-
egations.



Massis Weekly

UN Has a Responsibility to Protect
Chidden in Artsakh,
Armenian Envoy Tells Security Council

NEW YORK -- The United Na-
tions has a distinct responsibility to
prevent grave violations and to safe-
guard the physical security of children
in all parts of the world, including in
Nagorno-Karabakh, Armenia’s perma-
nent Representative to the UN Mher
Margaryan said ata UN Security Coun-
cil Open Debate, entitled “Children and
Armed Conflict.”

In Nagorno-Karabakh, since 12
December 2022, the civilian popula-
tion have become victim of an inhu-
mane blockade by Azerbaijan, the im-
position of which has severely af-
fected the rights and livelihoods of
those most vulnerable, the children,
the Ambassador noted.

“Aswe speak, the ongoing block-
ade of the Lachin Corridor, in violation
ofthe existing legal obligations and the
order of International Court of Justice,
continues to endanger the lives of in-
nocent people in Nagorno-Karabakh,”
Margaryan stated.

“For almost seven months, fami-
lies with children have been suffering
from critical shortages of essential
goods, including food, fuel and medi-
cal supplies. The humanitarian situa-
tion is further exacerbated by com-
plete disruption of gas and electricity.
118 schools had to suspend their ac-
tivities due to weather conditions,
depriving 20,000 children of their right
to education, including early educa-
tion, with pre-schools no longer op-
erational due to food insecurities, af-
fecting more than 6,800 children.
Provision of health services has been
severely disrupted, with acute lack of
antibiotics and other types of medica-
tions leaving children susceptible to
otherwise easily treatable diseases,
while hundreds of newborns are ex-
periencing nutritional problems exac-
erbated by the ongoing shortage of
infant formula,” he noted.

The Armenian envoy reminded
that on 22 February, the International
Court of Justice issued an Order on the
indication of a provisional measure
demanding that Azerbaijan “shall take
all measures at its disposal to ensure
unimpeded movement of persons, ve-
hicles and cargo along the Lachin cor-
ridor in both directions”. To this date,
Azerbaijan has failed to ensure compli-
ance with the legally binding Order of
the Court.

“Azerbaijan’s denial of safe and

unimpeded humanitarian access of the
UN agencies to Nagorno-Karabakh un-
dermines comprehensive assessment
of the humanitarian, protection, early
recovery needs and human rights situ-
ation of the population, to ensure the
protection of the rights of children and
their access to inclusive and quality
education, healthcare and social ser-
vices,” the Permanent Representative
said.

“As the leading advocate of the
United Nations for the protection of
children affected by armed conflict,
the Special Representative of the Sec-
retary-General has a central role to
play in raising awareness on the need
to increase efforts to protect children,
whose inalienable rights are under bru-
tal attack. The intentional disruption of
the Lachin Corridor, which has left
30,000 children and their families be-
sieged, constitutes a violation of a
massive scope and gravity, and we call
on the Special Representative to use
her important mandate to monitor the
situation and to take efforts for hu-
manitarian access in order to avoid
further deterioration of the conditions
affecting the lives of the children in
Nagorno-Karabakh,” Mher Margaryan
continued.

“The United Nations and its hu-
manitarian arm (OCHA), as well as
the SRSG for children and armed
conflict and this very Council have a
distinct responsibility to prevent grave
violations and to safeguard the physi-
cal security of children, whose rights
and safety must be respected and
protected at all times, in all parts of
the world, including in Nagorno-
Karabakh,” he concluded.

FM MirzoyanAddresing Dubrovnik Forum

Continued from page 1

in Nagorno-Karabakh resulting
from the illegal blockade of the
Lachin corridor. He emphasized that
there is a real threat of ethnic
cleansing by Azerbaijan in Nagorno-
Karabakh and the imperative to ad-
dress the issues of rights and secu-
rity of the Armenian population of
Nagorno-Karabakh.

"I cannot restrict myself to
speaking only about what is going on
in Armenia because of the security

dimension. [talso encompasses some
topics connected with what's going
on around Armenia, what's going on
in the South Caucasus. Since we are
speaking about disorder, I should
also make a couple of remarks on the
external threats and challenges that
Armeniais facing now. You are now
speaking about world disorder and
violation of international law, inter-
national rules. Well, we have been
speaking about this since 2020 when
the war of aggression initiated by
Azerbaijan began in Nagorno-
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One Million Foreign Tourists Visited

-

YEREVAN-—The number of for-
eign tourists visiting Armenia in the
first half of the year amounted to 1
million, a 30% year-on-year growth,
according to the Tourism Committee,
an affiliation of the Economy Ministry.

In June 2023 alone, approxi-
mately 199,000 foreign tourists visited
Armenia, up from 130,000 in June
2022 and 154,000 in June 2019.

According to the official data,
the majority of foreign tourists in the
first half of the year were from Russia

Armenia in the First Six Months of 2023

(52% or 519,000 people), Georgia
(11% or 115,000), and Iran (6% or
58,000).

Official statistics reveal that
451,850 foreign tourists visited Arme-
nia in January to March 2023, com-
pared to 249,361 during the same pe-
riod in 2022, marking an increase of
81.2%.

According to Economy Minister
Vahan Kerobyan's forecast, more than
2 million tourists are expected to visit
Armenia this year.

Karabakh. We have been speaking
about this very loudly, but few coun-
tries in the world were listening to
us, and now everybody is facing a
bigger problem. We have been speak-
ing about our problem being a part of
alarger problem, a larger process of
the violation of international order,
and now everybody is facing it. We
have had several invasions into the
sovereign territory of the Republic
of Armenia, and here I would like to
express our appreciation that the
European Union made a very quick,
very rapid decision, which was, by
the way, quite unusual, probably,
for the EU. So, the EU made a very
quick decision to send an observa-
tion mission to patrol, to observe
the situation along the international
border between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, our eastern neighbor.
And the European observers are
now there, and they are doing their
job. This is a significant factor of
stabilization on the border between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. And we
are thankful for that."

"But this is only a part of the
problem; there is also the problem
of rights and security of the Arme-
nian people living in Nagorno-
Karabakh. And I think we cannot
pretend, we cannot close our eyes
and pretend that there is no prob-
lem there. There is a problem there,
and this is not only Armenia’s prob-
lem; this is also everybody’s prob-
lem."

"People living in Nagorno-
Karabakh are facing a threat of real
ethnic cleansing, a real genocide.
If the world order which we are
speaking about and which we are
dreaming of is based on values,
then humanity has a chance."

"If this is about values, then

you cannot avoid dealing with this
problem because, once again, we
speak about human lives. And poli-
tics is about making human lives
better. So, this is a difficult situ-
ation, but this is a situation that
we shall deal with. First of all,
acknowledge; secondly, make
better efforts, bigger efforts to
prevent it because there is a
chance to prevent the ethnic
cleansing in Nagorno-Karabakh."

"We are engaged in negotia-
tions; we are trying to find some
solutions, although negotiations and
peace are very much like a tango,
the dance. To dance tango, you
need the second partner to dance
with you. So, to make peace, you
also need your neighbor willing to
make peace, lasting peace. You can
start a war by yourself, but you
cannot have lasting peace only by
yourself, unfortunately. So, we are
engaged in good faith in negotia-
tions, but during the negotiations
and on the ground, we still face
threats of the use of force, we face
real use of force, we see the block-
ade."

"Itis not even a blockade; itis
asiege of Nagorno-Karabakh: there
is no food, there is no medicine
going to Nagorno-Karabakh for al-
ready quite a long time. People are
under siege. And this is a problem
that, unfortunately, cannot be
solved only by ourselves; we need
help. I believe that everybody has
or should have their own part of
responsibility. Again, if we want to
live in order, not in chaos."

Within the framework of the
Dubrovnik Forum, Ararat Mirzoyan
also had anumber of conversations
with colleagues participating in the
event.
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Call for Papers:
2024 Conference on Sergei Parajanov

Massis Weekly

Sergei Prajanov at One Hundred:

Chimeras of Nation, Form, and Being
February 22-24, 2024, University of Southern California

In his interview with Ron
Holloway, Parajanov proclaimed that
he was a chimera, a being inscru-
table to others but also uniquely able
to look ahead and beyond all con-
straints. The chimera, a mytho-
logical figure comprising parts of
different bodies, emblematizes both
the possibilities of imagination and
the impossibility of categorization
and control. It poses a challenge to
homogeneity, fixity, swift legibil-
ity and intelligibility by re-
constellating the known to pro-
duce aesthetic wonders that are
always in excess of the sensible. A
slap in the face of propriety and
pure reason, a blow to scientific
and epistemological certainty, the
chimera boldly transcends limiting
constructions and strictures. And
for those very same reasons, the
chimera is often subject to suspi-
cion, fear, and persecution.

Drawing inspiration from
Parajanov’s description of himself
as a chimera, this centennial confer-
ence organized by the USC Dornsife
Institute of Armenian Studies and
USC Department of Slavic Languages
and Literatures aims to examine the
myriad border crossings and hybridi-
ties that characterize his life and
oeuvre. Born January 9, 1924 in
Thbilisi, Georgia to Armenian parents,
Parajanov worked at Dovzhenko Film
Studio, Armenfil’m, and Georgia Film
Studio, all while navigating the com-
plexities of the Soviet film industry.
While his early work can be said to fit
the requirements of socialist realism,
Parajanov’s later films mark a radical
departure from the dominant culture.
Mining a variety of folkloric, literary,
artistic, and cinematic traditions, the
auteur’s filmic worlds resist spatial
and temporal determinacy as well as
national and imperial borders. While
the painterly quality of his cinema
stalls the sense of temporal progres-
sion in his films, it simultaneously
proposes alternative sources of dy-
namism. A playful variation on the
paradoxical coexistence of stillness
and motion in cinema, Parajanov’s
tableaux invite the spectator’s wan-
dering gaze to explore the exuber-
ance of each frame, treasure the
movement within each shot and ob-
serve inanimate objects come to life
with the help of editing and sound.
Through the multiplicity of both spa-
tial and temporal points of view of-
fered by the inverted perspective,
the filmmaker’s images do not only

challenge the distinction between
passive and active spectatorship,
immobile subjects and moving ob-
jects, but posit the impossibility
of a coherent subject altogether as
they reveal the fluidity of such
constructs as ethnicity, gender,
and agency.

We are particularly interested
in proposals that examine the multi-
national and transnational dimensions
of his work, as well as his ambiva-
lent relationship to the Soviet em-
pire. As ethnographic imaginaries,
the films and collages invite consid-
eration of Parajanov’s appropriation
and remediation of myths, folklore,
and poetry as well as textiles, paint-
ings, and sculpture. Additional top-
ics include, but are not limited to the
following as they relate to the
filmmaker’s oeuvre and lived expe-
rience:

- Empire, nation, and the su-
pranational

- Violence, trauma, and death

- Socialist realism and Soviet
ideology

- Unrealized screenplays and
other written material

-Intermediality and
multimediality (film, painting, col-
lage)

- Visual storytelling and per-
spective

- Questions of animacy, agency,
and spectatorship

- Gender queerness

- Tension between sound and
silence

- Split temporalities and anach-
ronisms

- New languages and critical
paradigms for discussing hybridity

-Parajanov’s artistic legacy

Please submit 250-word pro-
posals and a brief bio/short CV by
September 15,2023 using the online
form. Limited financial assistance
may be available for scholars with-
out institutional support. Please send
any questions to
Parajanov2024@gmail.com.

Organizing Committee:

Dr. Shushan Karapetian, Di-
rector, USC Dornsife Institute of
Armenian Studies

Dr. Aniko Imre, Professor, USC
School of Cinematic Arts

Dr. Colleen McQuillen, Asso-
ciate Professor, USC Slavic Depart-
ment

Dr. Ellina Sattarova, Assis-
tant Professor, USC Slavic Depart-
ment.
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Renowned Academician Professor Richard G.
Hovhannisyan Passes Away at Age 90

LOS ANGELES -- Professor Ri-
chard G. Hovhannisyan, World-Re-
nowned Scientist, Academician and
historian passed away yesterday, on
July 10, in Los Angeles, at the age of
90.

Professor Hovhannisian (born on
November 9, 1932) was an esteemed
Armenian-American historian and pro-
fessor emeritus of Armenian and Near
Eastern History at the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA). Heis
widely recognized as a leading author-
ity on the history, culture, and heritage
of the Armenian people.

Hovhannisian was born in
Tulare, California into a family of
Armenian genocide survivors. He
earned his bachelor’s degree in his-
tory from the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, and went on to com-
plete his master’s and doctoral de-
grees in history from UCLA. His doc-
toral dissertation focused on the First
Republic of Armenia (1918-1920) and
became the basis for his influential
book, “The Republic of Armenia: The
First Year, 1918-1919.”

Throughout his career, Prof.
Hovhannisian has made significant
contributions to the field of Armenian
studies. His research encompasses
various aspects of Armenian history,
including the Armenian Genocide, the
Armenian diaspora, and the political,
social, and cultural developments of

the Armenian people. He has authored
numerous books, articles, and essays
that have deepened our understanding
of Armenian history and its global
significance.

Prof. Hovhannisian has also been
actively involved in promoting Arme-
nian studies and raising awareness
about the Armenian Genocide. He has
served as the president of the Society
for Armenian Studies and played a key
role in the establishment of the Arme-
nian Studies Program at UCLA, which
has become a renowned center for the
study of Armenian history, culture,
and language.

Recognized for his scholarly con-
tributions, Prof. Hovhannisian has re-
ceived several awards and honors
throughout his career, including the
Order of Khachatur Abovian from the
Republic of Armenia and the Ellis Is-
land Medal of Honor. He has lectured
extensively around the world and has
been a visiting professor at various
institutions.

Prof. Richard Hovhannisian’s
passion for Armenian studies and his
commitment to preserving and pro-
moting Armenian history and culture
have made him an influential figure in
the academic community. His legacy
will continue to inspire future genera-
tions of scholars and researchers in-
terested in the rich heritage of the
Armenian people.

Pashinian: Armenia Will Not Accept

Continued from page 1

Nagorno-Karabakh.

Pashinyan again decried
Azerbaijan’s continuing blockage
of the Lachin corridor and mount-
ing pressure on Karabakh, saying
that this policy is aimed at “sub-
jecting the Armenians of Nagorno-
Karabakh to ethnic cleansing and
genocide.”

“Basically, we are seeing a
creeping implementation of that
policy in Nagorno-Karabakh,” he
charged.

Pashinyan made it clear that in
these circumstances, he will not de-
viate from his peace agenda. “The
rights and security of the Armenians
of Nagorno-Karabakh should be ad-
dressed within the framework of
international mechanisms for a Baku-
Stepanakert dialogue, and a peace
treaty should be signed between Ar-

menia and Azerbaijan,” insisted
Pashinyan.

Pashinyan alsorejected Aliyev’s
baseless accusations that Armenia
has has troops in Karabakh.
“Azerbaijan continues to demand
the withdrawal of the army units of
Armenia from Nagorno Karabakh,
but Armenia doesn’t have a single
soldier in Nagorno Karabakh. I say
again, there is no military of Arme-
nia in Nagorno Karabakh. Nagorno
Karabakh has its own Nagorno
Karabakh Defense Army, and any-
one can find the reasons of its
existence in the official propaganda
and actions of Azerbaijan, whose
overt essence is to subject the Ar-
menians of Nagorno Karabakh to
ethnic cleansing and genocide. We
are basically witnessing the imple-
mentation of this policy today in
Nagorno Karabakh,” Pashinyan
added.
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 27,2023

Starting at 5:00 pm

DE LUXE BANQUET HALL
237 East Olive Avenue
Burbank, CA 91502

Reserve your tickets by August 11, 2023
Call: 626434447321
Email: info@aebu.org

To donate, please visit us at
www.AEBU.org/donate

or send your checks to:
AEBU Scholarship Fund Committee
1060 North Allen Avenue « Pasadena, CA 91104
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